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TO 

l\lY DEAR CI-IILDREN, 

CHARLOT'TE LOUISA, 

PETER, ANNA AGNES, JOHN ANTES, CIIARLES JOSEPH, 

BENJAMIN FREDERIC. 

l\IY DEAR CHILDREN, 

11"' was at your particular 'request, that I wrote thefollowing 

circumstantial account W my visit to SOUTH AFRICA. Knowing, how 

deeply interested you felt in every thing relating to your Father, and that 

the summary account?f my proceedings, contained in letters, would not sat-iify 

you, 1 was encouraged, under all circumstances, to persevere. 

I did not then expect to be called upon to publish this Journal, which, 

though now given to the Public, 1 yet consider as dedicated to You. V its 

publication requires an.y apology, I am sure, that YOU will admit any that I 

can make, either Jor its style, its details, want fJ! arrangement, occasional 

repetitions, or the freedom with which I have stated to you my sentiments 

and opinions on various subjects. 

My rfficial report was immediately sent to those to whom it belonged; 

but as you all delight in the success of the service in which I was engaged, 

1 have introduced a pretty full account both if the external fanstruction, and 

internal state, qf a ]J;Jission if the United Brethren among the Heathen. 

Receive it, therifore, as a mark cif my paternal qjfection, and as a tes

timony if my grat'itude to GOD, "for having blessed me with children, whose 

filial duty, love and cOlifidence, I have hitherto uninterruptedly enjoyed, and 

qf wlwm I may cherish that firm b'ust, that the,V are not only MY children, 

but" THE CHILDREN OF GOD, BY FAITH IN CHRIST JEsUS." 

c. I. LATROBE. 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



PRE F ACE. 

THE Directors of the Missions alTIOng IIeathen nations, esta .. 

blished by the Church, known by the name of Unitas Fratrum, 

or United Brethren, having been frequently requested by the Inis

sionaries at Gnadenthal and Groenekloof, near the Cape of Good 

Hope, to sJ:!nd a person, duly authorized, to visit those settlenlents, 

I was appointed to that service; and, on my return, delivered 

in an official report of my transactions. I have, however, been 

desired by many well-wishers to the Missions, and others, to 

publish the follo,ving narrative, originally written for the infor

mation of my fam.ily and friends. 

ONE object of my visit was to assist. in Inaking ,some arrange

ment with the Goverumellt of the Colony regarding the security 

of the Missionary Settlelnents of the United Brethren. 

THE beneficial influence of Christianity in enlightening and 

civilizing lleathen nations,. of which the Mission among the flot .. 
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VI PREFACE. 

tentots at the Cape furnished the most convincing proofs, being 

generally acknowledged, Government had expressed a wish, that 

a third Settlement, under the superintendence of the Brethren, 

might be made in the interior; and condescended to give the ne

cessary directions and powers for fixing upon a spot of ground, 

as yet unoccupied, and suitable for that purpose. On that ac

count, it ¥las desirable, that a journey should be Inade through 

the Colony, in search of a convenient situation, if existing cir

cumstances favoured the undertaking. 

THOUGH I felt myself insufficient for the execution of a COD1-

luission so extensive, and so important to the concerns of our 

Church and its Missions, yet I ventured to accept the call, in re

liance on the help of GOD, to ,vhose service I count it the greatest 

favour, honour, and pleasure, to be enabled to devote all the 

powers of. soul and body; and comforted by the conviction, that 

in all things, "our sufficiency is of GOD.'" 

THIS Journal was written, as leisure or hurry, rest or wearI

ness, quietude or interruption, or other contingencies and dispo

sitions of mind pennitted; yet always with strict attention to 

truth, and a desire to avoid nlisrepresentation. 

1'HE drawings, from which the accompanyIng plates have I 

been executed, were all ll1ade on the spot, and I lllay venture 
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PREFACE. Vll 

to affirm, that they are scrupulously exact -in their outline, 

showing the character of the country, as far as I have penetrated 

into it. 

I LAY no claim to those qualifications, which are required, if 

the only object of the journey be the improvement of science; 

but, being habitually attentive to subjects connected with geo

logy, mineralogy, and botany, some account of them will be found 

in the course of this narrative, though I had frequent occasion 

to regret, that my acquaintance with them was not sufficient, to 

enable me to enter upon scientific description. To Iny friend, 

J. W. Burchell, Esq~ I aln indebted for the scientific names, ad

ded to the subjoined list. r-rhe best infornlation upon these sub

jects may be found in the ,yorks of Sparnlann, Barrow, Lichten

stein, Burchell, and others; nor will the Colony ever want nlel1 

of ability, ready to explore its widely extended regions, while it 

is in possession of a Goveflunent, ever attentive, not only to the 

prolnotion of IDoral and political good within its own dominion, 

but to the distribution of the benefits of its discoveries to all 

Inallkind. 
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