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Wildlife diseases were last addressed by the OlE 
Scientific and Technical Review in1988. Since then, 
impressive progress has been made in diagnosis 
and management of infectious diseases, detection 
of new or emerging diseases and recognition of the 
epidemiological link between wildlife and many of 
these diseases. The growing economic, aesthetic 
and cultural importance of wildlife cannot be over­
looked by the veterinary profession. This compila­
tion will therefore serve as a timely stimulus for 
improved wildlife disease detection, diagnosis and 
management. 

In order to familiarise readers with important back­
ground information, specific chapters address the 
value of wildlife, international regulations for move­
ment and trade and the use of geographic informa­
tion systems as an epidemiological tool. 

Important coverage is given to interspecific trans­
mission of disease at the interface between wildlife 
and domestic animals, as well as disease risk 
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assessment related to translocation of wildlife. Dis­
ease management strategies are dealt with, includ­
ing pro-active and reactive interventions. Manage­
ment of population density as a tool for handling 
density-dependent diseases is discussed, as is bio­
logical control of disease agents and vectors. 

Diseases of farmed wildlife are also discussed, with 
the emphasis on farmed deer and bison. These 
chapters contain short accounts of various dis­
eases affecting other species as well, e.g. malig­
nant catarrhal fever, foot and mouth disease, blue­
tongue and bovine viral diarrhoea, and various bac­
terial diseases. Of particular importance to southern 
Africa is an excellent review of diseases of farmed 
crocodiles and ostriches by Dr Fritz Huchzermeyer. 

Several chapters are dedicated to specific diseases 
that are historically or currently problematic in wild­
life. The thorough reviews of tuberculosis, anthrax 
and brucellosis in wildlife are particularly relevant to 
southern Africa. 
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