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the map, by the words Kruman Station, close to the Kamhanni
mountains.*

Although we had advanced many miles into the country, we
had not yet met a single Bichuana. In the evening, while sitting at
my usual employments in the waggon, my attention was frequently
attracted by Muchunka, whose extraordinary manner this evening,
appeared for a long time unintelligible. He was sitting with the rest
of the men around the fire, and conversing with them either in the
Dutch, or in the Hottentot, language ; when suddenly he started up,
and without leaving his place, held a long oration in Sichuana, in a
tone of voice astonishingly vociferous. This he did repeatedly in the
course of the evening: yet none of the natives were seen, nor did
any come near us that night. But the object of these theatrical
movements, was to let them know, that we were friends ; and, should
any one, seeing the waggons and observing men in European dress,
approach us with hostile intentions, to give them notice, by the sound
of their own language, that some of their countrymen were with our
party: or should they, on the contrary, be intimidated by our appear-
ance, these speeches were to have the effect of encouraging them to
come forward.

30th. We remained a day at this place, for the purpose of
hunting ; as it was necessary to recruit our stock of provisions before
we proceeded farther. Six Hottentots were thus employed, and not
without success, as they brought home two species of antelope which
I had not before met with, and of which I found no account in any
of the zoological books I had with me. Their skins were therefore a
greater prize than the meat.

One is called Paala (Parla) by the Bichuanas, and is known
by the name of Roodebok (Redbuck) to those of the Mixed Hot-
tentots who have travelled into this country; for, although very

* The word Kamhdnni may possibly be a corruption of Krémani. I have once
heard these mountains called by the name of Nck3 Jamkdan ; which latter word may pro-
bably have been a careless mode of speaking Kamhénni.
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1812. DESCRIPTION OF THE PAALA. 301

numerous in most parts of the country of the Bachapins, it is rarely
to be seen southward of the Kamhanni Mountains. It much resem-
bles the springbuck in form and general color. It is, however, con-
siderably larger, and has not those remarkable long white hairs on
the back, which have been described * as peculiar to that antélope ;
but it takes occasionally the ‘same leaps; and in this particular,
as well as in general habits, it may be considered as a proximate
species. Its color, as the Dutch name implies, is every where, on the
upper parts of the body, of a uniform yellowish red, but darker than
that of the springbuck. The sides are of a paler tint ; and the under
parts are white. The tips of the ears, are black ; and the face is of a
browner color than the body. The tail is short and white, and along
the upper part a short black line run on to the rump., A similar
black line or stripe passes down the hinder part of the haunch.
These lines are not found on the springbuck, which on the contrary
is marked along its sides with a broad dark stripe which is wanting in
the paala. At the back of the hind legs just above the foot, is &
remarkable black tuft of short hair, which has suggested its technical
name.t With respect to its horns, this species differs essentially
from the springbuck ; not only in having them of a different form,
more than twice as long and spreading much wider apart, but in the
want of them in the females. This last character, though at variance
with the only systematic description which has hitherto been given,
is certainly correct, as we shot, during these travels, not less than
twenty paalas of both sexes, and saw several hundred others. Itisa
handsome and elegantly-made animal ; but in beauty of color, yields
to the springbuck. Its flesh is well-tasted and wholesome: but, like
that of nearly all other antelopes, is very deficient in fat. This is oné
of the more rare species. Of the kokoon, described in the preceding
chapter, and of the following animal, the skins obtained on this

¢ At page 290. of the first volume.

t+ Antilope melampus, Licht.: Of this animal, and of the Springbuck, I have pre-
sented skins to the British Museum, where their differential characters and affinity, as
above indicated, may be confirmed.
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journey, were probably the first, now in England, which had ever
been brought out of the country.

The other antelope shot at this place, is called by the Bichuanas,
Peeli (Pily) or, with a strong aspiration, Pheli. It is found in various
parts of the Cape Colony, where it is known to the Boors and Hot-
tentots, by the name of Vaal Reebok (Fallow Roebuck). It is entirely
of a brown-cinereous or grizzled color, like that of our wild rabbits:
the under part of the body is lighter. The legs, ears, and head, are
of the same color as the body. The tail is short and bushy, and
thickly covered with long white hair. The horns are slender, erect,
and nearly straight and parallel; and are slightly annulated at the
lower part. But the character best distinguishing it from every
species of antelope which has fallen under my observation, is the
soft curly or woolly nature of the hair, which, being unlike that of
every other kind, has suggested the specific name here adopted. *
The engraving at the end of this chapter represents the skull of the
Peeli, and the horns in front and in profile.

Besides these two animals, the hunters shot a zebra at a consi-
derable distance in the plain; and, happening to fall in with two
Bickuanas, (or, as the Hottentots usually called them, Caffies,) they
engaged them to remain by the carcass to save it from being devoured
by the vultures or beasts of prey, until the waggon could be sent to
fetth it home. These two natives were very willing to lend us their
assistance, prompted, no doubt, by the expectation of receiving a
share of the meat as a reward for their trouble ; for nothing could be
more wretched and pitiable than their meagre starving appearance.
They were men of the middle age, and of tall stature ; that is, above
five feet and a half high, which, to us who had been so long

® Antilope villosa, B. Cornua recta gracilia teretia parallelo-erects, basibus annulatis
(feeminee ecornes). Vellus lanatum molle fusco-cinereum. Cauda brevis densé villosa,
pilis elongatis albis.

The name of lanigera having been already applied to another species, I am pre-
cluded, by its similarity, from the use of that of lanata.

In the British Museum I have deposited a skin of this animal, the horns of which are
nearly eight inches and three quarters long: but they are rarely found of this length, being
most frequently of five or six only.
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accustomed to the diminutive figure of Bushmen, appeared at this
time remarkably tall.

Having been used to regard a well-greased skin as a proof of
being well-fed, we viewed their dry bodies as a certain indication
of poverty and want; which their disinclination to talk, and the
depression of their countenances, sufficiently confirmed. They in-
formed us, that they were Backapins* and had been herdsmen to
the late chief Mulihéban ; that at present their only means of support
was hunting, or digging up wild roots: and in this employment, it
was unnecessary for them to say, that they had not lately been very
successful. They informed us that it is the law of the country, that
whenever men of their class kill any game, within a reasonable
distance of the town, the best piece, particularly the breast, must
be sent to the chief. The engraving at page 291. will give an idea
of the general appearance of a poor Bachapin herdsman.

These two men stopped with us as long as we remained at this
station ; and were of some use in assisting us to cut the meat in
pieces for drying. I ordered the Hottentots not only to feed them

* It may notbe useless here to explain, that the word Bickuéna is used when speak-
ing generally of those tribes of the Caffre race, who speak a language which they call
Sickudna, and inhabit the countries comprised in the northernmost part of the map; and
that by the word Backapin (Bachapeen) or the Hottentot word Brigua (Breequa, signi-
fying Goat-men) is intended that particular tribe only, which is governed by Matftvi,
and the chief town of which, is Litdkun.

Bichubna (Beechuérna) is the plural form of the word Muckuéna (Moochuérna); but
as it has not been thought necessary in the journal to preserve this distinction, the first
has been adopted for both cases. The root of the word seems to be, ckudna, which,
however, cannot correctly be used, as it is never spoken without the adjunct.

It is the singular property of the Sickudna language, to apply as prefizes, those pare
ticles which, in similar cases in other languages, are employed as terminations. ‘Thus, as
an example, in the names of the Bichuana nations, the syllable Ba, with which most of
them begin, corresponds with the gua which terminates many Hottentot names: both of
them answering to the English word man, as compounded in German, Norman. 'This re~
mark is exemplified in the names Backapin, Bamakwin, Batémmaka, (sometimes called
Témmaka) &c.; and in Némagua (sometimes, but less correctly, pronounced Naméqua)
Briqua, Mokdrraqua, Démmdrdqua (which Hottentots substitute for Ddmmara), uteniqua
Génagqua (often called Gondqua, or Gonéh), &c. By attending to this, it will be easy to
distinguish many Hottentot and Sichuans names on the map, and to discover their nature,
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well during the time they were with us, but to give them a large
portion to take home.

They informed me that Makrékki, the chief of the Mdibues *, a
division of the Baroling tribe, had fled, together with Mokkaba chief
of the Nudkketsies, farther into the Interior; having heard that a body
of white men were coming to take revenge on them for the alleged
murder of the last English party which had visited their country.

Thus, at my first entrance into their territory, I began to
experience some part of that deceit and disregard for truth, which,
although pervading more or less every African tribe, seem scarcely
to be considered by the Bichuanas as a vice or as a disgraceful
practice ; and which, in these countries, so deeply contaminate every
class of society, that I afterwards proved by too many trials, that no
man’s word, not even the Chief’s, could be relied on in any case where
the least advantage was to be gained by falsehood.

This report which now reached me, perhaps not accidentally,
had not the least foundation in truth ; and therefore the mention of
it might have been omitted, if the regularity and consistency of the
journal did not require it to be noticed, in order to account for various
proceedings, and for the colouring given to them. By adhering
strictly to the daily record of the impressions and opinions of the
moment, a more correct picture is given of our actual situation ; and
the nature of a journey in the interior of Africa, is more faithfully
displayed. From this adherence to the original journal, some con-
tradictory facts and sentiments will occasionally be met with ; but the
former are to be attributed to the difficulties which beset a traveller
whenever he is reduced to the necessity of getting his information
from the mouths of others ; and the latter, to that change of sentiment
and opinion which was induced either by a change of circumstances

* The es at the end of this and similar names, which in the singular end with a vowel,
is not to be considered as belonging to the orjginal word, but, as that plural termination
which, in strictness, the Englisk language requires; although I have not ventured in every
case to follow this rule, wishing rather to leave those words as much as possible in their
Sichuana form.
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or by an opportunity of viewing the subject on another side. As they
are the sentiments which belong to that date only; there are conse-
quently some subjects, of which a just view cannot be obtained from
detached portions of the journal. By recording these sentiments in
their place, the reader is enabled ultimately to gain more correct
ideas, and to form his judgment upon natural and unpicked evidence.

From an observation of the sun’s meridional altitude, the latitude
of this station was calculated to be 27° 22’ 25", *

At the distance of about two miles lower down the river, is the
spot where stood the chief town of the Bachapins, at the time when it
was visited by Landdrost Van de Graaff and Dr. Lichtenstein, in
1805 1 ; who were sent by the Dutch government for the purpose of
ascertaining the true state of the settlement at Klaarwater. This
business being accomplished, they advanced as far as the Kruman,
and after remaining there four days, returned to the Colony.—
In the year 1801 the same tribe was visited by Dr. Somerville and
Mr. Truter, who, with a large party, were sent thither by the English
governor for the purpose of obtaining oxen for the supply of Cape
Town.} Having, during a stay of fifteen days, obtained the object of
their mission, they returned to Cape Town. This party found the chief
town of the Bachapins not far from the spot where it stood at the time
I visited this tribe: it then bore the same name of Litaakun.

These facts serve to prove that the nation has not yet arrived
at'that degree of civilization which is marked by permanently fixed
abodes; but that it approaches it very nearly. This permanency of
abode depends, as remarked on another occasion, on a two-fold cause ;
on the solidity and perfection of their architecture, and on their pro-

* At Kruman Station, 80th June 1812. The observed meridional altitude of the
sun’s upper limb, was 89°, 42, 40”.

+ This party consisted of 25 persons. Of these; 12 were Hottentots; 5, slaves; and
8, white persons, among whom was the unfortunate Jacob Kruger (Krieger). They were
25 days beyond the boundary of the Colony.

1 This party consisted of 40 persons. Of these; 12 were white men, among which
number were, Mr. Samuel Daniell the artist, and Mr. Borcherds the present Deputy
Fiscal at Cape Town. The others were, 24 Hottentots and 4 slaves. They were about
five months beyond the Colonial boundary.

VOL. 1L RR
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306 THE GREAT PLAINS OF LITAKUN. 1 Juovy,

gress in agriculture ; neither of which, it will be seen, has yet quite
reached the requisite degree of improvement. Until this shall be the
case, none but the ruder arts can be cultivated ; and to this it follows
as a corollary, that the introduction of a taste for better arts, would
soon bring them to that desirable point.

The country about our station once abounded in large mokaala
trees (camel-thorns), till the Bachapins removed their town to the
Kruman ; when they were cut down, for the purposes of building, and
to clear the land for cornfields : at this time but few were standing.

By the present state of vegetation, it appeared that the flower-
season was either past or not yet come.* Most of the shrubs were
without leaves, and those which still remained on some of the deci-
duous plants, were rendered so brittle by the long continuance of dry
weather, that they could not be handled without breaking in pieces.

July 1st. At noon we resumed the journey, and after crossing
the Kruman which was about fifteen feet wide and a foot in depth,
continued for the remainder of the day travelling over a boundless
plain, generally sandy and covered with dry grass from three to four
feet high. These plains, with here and there a little variation of
scenery and diversity of surface, extend as far as Litakun; and,
possessing in some respects a pleasing character of their own, it was
found convenient during my journey, to distinguish this portion of
the country as the Great Plains of Litakun. They in general abound,
to use this word with reference to Africa, in springs of excellent
water, the situation of which is always indicated to the traveller by
little groves of acacias; though these trees are seen scattered in con-
siderable number at some distance in their vicinity, or occupy those
hollow places which receive water only in the rainy season.

Between their present capital, and the site of their former town on
the Kruman, the natives have had so much communication, that, by
constantly passing to and fro, they have formed what may be called a
Bachapin highroad. This consists of a number of footpaths wide

* A small procumbent species of Evolvulus was here met with; and is the first proof
of the existence of that genus on the African continent.
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enough only for a single person, and running either parallel to each
other, or crossing very obliquely. I counted from twelve to about
eighteen or twenty of these paths, within the breadth of a few yards.
They are nothing more than what may be supposed to be the beaten
track of several men walking in company, each picking his own way
wherever the ground may be most free from obstructions.

In a part of this plain, where grew many large bushes of
tarchonanthus from six to ten feet high, we passed a fountain of clear
water, in which stood a few reeds. This jfountain or spring, though
not copious enough to produce a stream, formed a small pond which
had the appearance of being constantly supplied with water. A little
farther, a number of small olive-trees, of the height only of eight feet,
were observed ; these had exactly the foliage of the European olive.

After a pleasant day’s journey of nearly twenty miles, we arrived
in the evening at the river Makkwdrin (or Makklwérin), where we
intended to remain several days, to put the waggons and all our
baggage in order, and to make various preparations and finish all
necessary work, previously to our arrival at the town of Litakun.

I would here take the opportunity of making some remarks on
the name of this town. It may be written in various forms according as
the Dutch, German, or English, orthography is followed. The first
would give Litéakoen ; the second, Litékun ; the third, Letdrkoon ; the
French, Litékoun; and the Italian, the same as the German. Con-
formably to the system of orthography cursorily explained at page 296.
I have spelt it L¥akun or Litaakun. The Bachapins (Bachapéens)
are never heard to place the accent on any other syllable than that
which is here marked, although the forms under which it has already
appeared before the public, would seem to indicate a very different
pronunciation.- It is sometimes, though very seldom, heard spoken
as Takun, by dropping the first syllable, without changing the accent ;
but this is probably a careless mode of speaking. The word Tdkoon,
is almost as frequently made use of by the natives as L¥tékun; and
here the accent is shifted to the last syllable, which becomes length-
ened, and is pronounced, as in English, Tdkéne; in Dutch, Takéon ;
or in French, Takatine. 'To account for this variation, it must be

RR 2
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explained, (according to the information of my interpreter,) that this
town takes its name from the sfone cattle-pounds, which, in the sin-
gular number, are called Takéon, and in the plural Litdkun; the
syllable % being the prefix used for marking that number, in nouns
inanimate, in the same manner as ma is generally employed for
nouns animate.

It is much to be regretted that an orthography, given at random
and established without rule, should often be the means of introducing
a false pronunciation. When such names have gained currency,
which they the more readily do, as few persons in Europe can detect
their inaccuracy, it becomes difficult afterwards to interrupt bad
habits, and substitute a more correct orthography and pronunciation.
These remarks, which I make with reluctance, are applicable to
too many names which have already appeared in print; and as it
would seem invidious here to point them out, I leave them to be
discovered by a comparison with the map or the journal ; at the same
time, without its being pretended that either of these are infallible. It
is freely admitted that such names cannot be obtained correctly without
much trouble and repeated questions, nor without great attention,
as the natives themselves sometimes substitute one letter for another,
and even remove the accent from one syllable to another; but
there is reason for believing that these are, for the most part, not
arbitrary variations, and that they depend, either on euphony, or on
the grammatical peculiarities of the language. It is conceived to be
an indispensable part of a traveller’s duty, when making known the
names and words of an oral language, to mark at least the accented
syllable, for the use of those who can have no other means of becoming
acquainted with it. This could be attended with no trouble, but
would, on the other hand, be of the greatest utility. It is, however,
too often neglected.

Having since had occasion to observe that every person who
has visited that country, writes the names of this language in a
manner peculiar to himself, (among whom Lichtenstein appears to
be the most correct,) and some in a self-contradictory manner, I
cannot but with diffidence venture to adopt a mode which in so many
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instances differs from all others. With respect to so remarkable a
discrepancy, it must be concluded, either, that the natives are very
careless and uncertain in their pronunciation, or, that the organs of
hearing perform their duty very differently in different persons. Yet
as that mode of spelling which is most at variance with the one
here used, is that of a writer who, I regret that the case compels me
to say, misunderstands even the commonest Dutch names and words,
and spells them with extraordinary incorrectness, it may reasonably be
supposed that his Sichuana words are still more incorrect. I have, how-
ever, followed the only and best guide which can be found for an oral
language, and thus have written all the words exactly as they sounded
to my ear, and according to a strict system of orthography. I may
be allowed therefore to assert that this orthography is the true repre-
sentation of what I heard ; since I had never till then seen five-and-
twenty words of it on paper, and am not aware that any considerable
vocabulary of the Sichuana language has ever been formed before
that which has been attempted by myself.

Taches L ¢4 111 __I§
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CHAPTER XII,

OCCURRENCES AND OBSERVATIONS AT THE RIVER MAKKWARIN.

Jury 2nd. Our first business this morning, was to station the wag-
gons in the most convenient spot; to make a shelter round our fire ;
and to construct a hut with mats, bushes, and dry grass.

At the place where we halted, the Makkwdrin was merely a ditch
about twenty feet broad, without a tree, or even reeds, to mark its
course ; although acacias are here and there scattered on the adjoining
plain. There was abundance of water in the deeper hollows of its
bed ; and at two or three hundred yards below our station, it ran in
a plentiful stream. The singularity of a river being dry in some parts,
running in others, and in others merely a stagnant pool, has been
already explained, when describing the Reed River in the Roggeveld.

The banks of the Makkwarin are in some places ten feet deep, and
by this circumstance it was ascertained that the substratum of this part
of the country, is a compact lime-stone rock of primitive formation.
The depth to which this rock descends, or the nature of the nexi
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stratum below it, I had no opportunity of discovering; but am
inclined to suppose it to be of great thickness. It lies every where
in a horizontal position ; and in no place rises into hills, or above the
general level of the country. I could not observe in its structure, the
slightest appearance of stratification, nor have I ever seen, in any
part of the Interior, the smallest trace of organic remains. It pro-
bably forms the foundation of the whole land of the Transgariepine ;
as far at least as the line of my travels extended ; and may be consi-
dered as the great floor, upon which apparently all the mountains are
placed ; and upon which a superstratum of sand forms those immense
plains which occur almost every where throughout these regions. The
depth of this sand appeared very unequal ; in some parts it is scarcely
a foot: in many places the denuded rock itself forms the surface.
It would seem that the abundance of springs depends on the
proximity of this rock to the surface, or, in other words, on the less
quantity of sand which covers it: for in those parts of the country
where I have observed it near the surface, springs have more generally
been met with; and in those where it is not visible, and where
immeasurable plains of deep sand extend for many leagues, there the
land is totally deficient in water. The fact explains itself: the water
which falls from the clouds quickly sinks through the sand; and
wherever springs flow out of the soil, or permanent ponds are found,
it is evident that there must lie beneath them a stratum of compact
rock, which prevents their being absorbed by the earth. This I
believe, from many observations, to be the case in the Great Plains
of Litakun ; and the numerous springs or ponds of clear water which
are there met with seem to confirm this hypothesis.

On this great floor of lime-stone rest, probably, the mountains of
clay-slate, or of sand-stone. Green-stone, and sometimes serpentine
or pot-stone, and granite, are found ; though rarely, and in small pro-
portions. The bed on which these repose could not be ascertained ;
but it seems not unlikely that it is the same primitive lime-rock,
unless we adopt the supposition hereafter noticed on the 13th. The
remarks in my journal are here anticipated, in order to give, pre-
viously to entering these regions, some idea of their nature.
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The geological character of the Tranmsgariepine, as far as my
observations enable me to give an opinion, appears very simple, It
is that which has been termed primitive. But its most remarkable
feature, is the undisturbed, and generally unbroken state of its great
strata : these lie in, what may be supposed, their original position, and
present rarely any evidence of those violent convulsions of nature
which, beyond all doubt, have once, at some immeasurably remote
period of time, shaken the whole fabric of the globe.

Equally with astronomy, the science of geology is capable of
leading the human mind to the most sublime prospects of the creation ;
and presents, for man’s reflection, the most interesting subjects which
can engage the attention of a liberal and enlightened understanding.
It places before our eyes, and in our hands, the clear and legible
record of an antiquity, compared with which, all other records are
but the tale of yesterday. It offers to us, if I may use the expression,
the most tangible proofs of the aweful power of that inconceivably
Glorious, and Incomprehensible Being, by the spirit of whose Wisdom,
all which we behold has risen into existence; and which may sink
into chaos, whenever, at His nod, a similar convulsion may happen
again.

In collecting information from the mouths of others, even the
natives of the country, a traveller here should consider himself as
always liable to be deceived, notwithstanding his greatest caution in
examining into the probability of what is told him. On the authority
of Muchiinka, whom there was every reason for supposing well
acquainted with this country, I recorded in my journal that the source
of the Maklwarin was at a great distance eastward of this place;
which would imply at least a hundred miles: but an inspection of
the map will show that we passed in every direction eastward, within
a dozen miles, and yet found no traces of it, unless the ravine at my
¢ Garden’ should lead into it; although it appears more probable
that this is connected with the Kruman.

In these wild regions, where little is to be procured but
what nature gives, every useful article of European manufactu=>
becomes invaluable. With this conviction, it was judged worth
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while to take a journey back to our last station, to search for a small
pocket-knife which was now missed and supposed to have been lost
at that place. It was composed of various articles of convenience,
some of which were of great service in the operations of preparing
the birds for my collection.

As the most important post for myself, was to remain by the
waggons for their protection, I appointed Van Roye and Cornelis, as
being the horsemen and having hitherto done less than any of the
others, to ride back and seek for it at the spot where the waggon
had stood. On this occasion, I made the unfortunate discovery,
that, in time of danger, Van Roye’s courage would be as little to be
depended on, as Gert’s: and I began to feel the mortifying persuasion,
that he would prove on trial, to be as timid as he had already proved
himself lazy. No sooner did he hear that he was appointed to this
duty, than he began to complain of a pain in his back, which, he
said, rendered him utterly unable to ride on horseback ; although he
had ridden twenty miles the day before, and had not till this moment,
been heard to complain of any illness. One of the other Hottentots,
however, betrayed the truth, that the only pain he felt was that of
fear.

In this case, no compulsion could be used, as I had determined
never to require any service, which my people could possibly call
unreasonable; and therefore appointed Keyser in his place. Yet, on
further reflection, suspecting that even these two would not really
go so far as the Kruman, but would merely keep out of sight the
whole day and make their appearance in the evening with a report of
their not having been successful in their search, I resolved on
going thither myself, Gert having hinted that most of the Hot-
tentots had more or less reluctance. to venture alone so far from
the waggons.

Accordingly I set out early in the forenoon, taking with me only
Cornelis. We were both well armed, and supplied with a good
stock of cartridges ; and had taken care to provide ourselves not
only with four and twenty hours’ provisions, but also with the means

of producing fire.
VOL. I 88
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On such excursions a leathern cup was always found to be a
most useful part of the equipment; as it was made of a single piece
without seam, and could be folded to lie flat in the pocket.

The Hottentots and Bushmen have, in travelling, no need of any
drinking-utensil : they supply its place with their hand, in a most
extraordinary manner: not, as we should suppose, by taking up the
water in the hollow of it; but by bending over the stream or pond,
and throwing, or scooping, the water up to their mouth with their
fingers held straight and close together. I have often admired the
expertness with which it is performed by those who have been long
accustomed to this method ; and have smiled at the awkwardness of
those who would imitate them; as they generally threw the water
over their face and clothes, without being able to guide it into their
mouth.

We followed, as our guide, the track made by my waggons,
although the Kamhanni Peak, which is in sight from every part of
the country to the distance of two days-journeys, is generally de-
pended on, as the chief beacon for those who wander over the
surrounding plains. We found the waggon-track in most places
more convenient; as the high grass, which would otherwise have
impeded us, was thus beaten down. The ride was exceedingly plea-
sant, and the weather agreeably warm, yet not so hot as to occasion
fatigue ; and the corn-like appearance of the grass, seemed almost to
persuade me that we were travelling through some district where
agriculture displayed all her riches.

On arriving at the place, the horses were committed to the care
of the Hottentot, while the object of our journey was sought for in
every spot. But all was without success ; and we concluded that the
knife must have been found by some native who had passed by, after
we left the station; or, that it was accidentally buried in the sand,
and therefore irrecoverable.

After waiting till the horses had sufficiently rested, and had
been allowed time to graze along the banks of the stream and
take a draught of its pure waters, we saddled again, and returned
homewards.
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In our way, we saw a solitary kokiin (kokoon) in the open plain,
prancing about, exactly in the manner of the gnu, holding his head
very low, and lashing his tail. Suddenly he stopped and turned
round to look at us for about a minute, and then galloped off; his
erect mane giving him the appearance of having withers considerably
higher than his head.

A little farther, two ostriches of the largest size, were feeding
in company with a herd of about ten zebras. This latter animal
is called by the Bachapins, Piitst or Pitsi (Péetsy) and sometimes,
Piitsé. It is remarkable that the ostrich and the zebra or quakka,
are found most frequently in the society of each other.

I stopped to examine these zebras with my pocket telescope:
they were the most beautifully marked animals I had ever seen:
their clean sleek limbs glittered in the sun, and the brightness and
regularity of their striped coat, presented a picture of extraordinary
beauty, in which probably they are not surpassed by any quadruped
with which we are at present acquainted. It is, indeed, equalled
in this particular, by the dauw, whose stripes are more defined
and regular ; but which do not offer to the eye so lively a colour-
ing. The dauw, or ¢ mountain-horse,’ inhabits, as I was informed,
the Kamhanni mountains, but was never seen in the plains, unless
in their immediate vicinity, whither, on being pursued, it always fled
for refuge.

It had been previously agreed on, with the people at home,
that, on our firing a musket as soon as we came within hearing, they
were to answer it immediately by another discharge, to let us know
that all was well at the waggons. Otherwise, their not giving the
answer, was to be considered as implying that matters went wrong
with respect to the natives; and that we must advance with caution.
This arrangement was made on the possibility that some prowling
gang of robbers might fall in with them during my absence, and,
discovering that the party was divided, might first overcome them,
and afterwards place themselves in ambush to intercept the rest.

On arriving at this distance, at which time the sun had already
set, I discharged a pistol, and before it was reloaded, the answer
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was given: when we rode forward without hesitation, and on reach-
ing home, found all well We had been just three hours and ten
minutes on our return ; which corresponds with the relative propor-
tion usually supposed to exist between the pace of a draught-ox,
and that of a saddle-horse, after making a proper allowance for the
greater degree in which the latter is retarded by a sandy road.

8rd. The two Bachapins, whom we saw at the Kruman, had
assured us that for several days-journeys we should find but little
game, as the grass was dried up, and the animals had removed
farther northward, where the herbage still remained green. This
account was confirmed by Speelman, who reported that he had not
fallen in with any, although the ground was every where imprinted
with their footsteps.

He had observed two natives at a distance in the plain, who im-
mediately on seeing him, concealed themselves under the bushes.
He thought it not advisable to approach them, as these movements
appeared suspicious; but, taking particular notice of the spot where
they disappeared, he came home and informed Muchinks, who, fol-
lowing his directions, went to them and brought these formidable
strangers home, when lo ! they proved to be two old women, who had
left their dwellings early in the morning, to seek at this distance
their daily food, a few wild roots the scanty gains of many hours’
search. On seeing the hunters, whose costume, being different from
that of their own countrymen, had alarmed them, they hid them-
selves through fear ; but were easily persuaded by Muchunka to come
to the waggons, where he promised them a good meal.

From the meagre looks of these women, one might be authorised
in supposing them not to have had, for many weeks, a sufficiency of
food. The eldest of the two might have been mistaken for a Bush-
woman ; and her features proved that her parents had belonged to
the Hottentot race, though she was herself a Bichuana the wife
of a poor herdsman. They were provided only with a pointed stick
to dig up these roots, and a dirty leathern bag in which they carried
them. On examination these appeared to be of some species of
Ornithogalum ; but being without leaves or flower, this opinion was
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mere guess: they were little bigger than a pigeon’s egg, and were
exceedingly bitter, yet roasting or boiling might lessen this quality,
and render them more palatable.

After feeding these poor creatures, and giving them a meal
very different from that which they had looked forward to when they
left their home, they departed ; having stopped with us above two
hours and entirely overcome the fears which the first sight of us bad
occasioned.

Our principal work this day, was, casting bullets, making car-
tridges, and completing more cartridge-boxes. These bullets were of
two sorts: one of lead only, which was intended for all general pur-
poses of hunting and defence; the other, of a mixture of two thirds
of lead and one of tin to render them harder, for shooting those
animals whose hide was too thick, or too hard, to be easily penetrable
by a leaden ball, which has been often found, if fired from any con-
siderable distance, to flatten against the skin of a rhinoceros, or
against the bones of other animals of that size. As tin causes such
balls to be lighter than those of pure lead, and consequently, prevents
their flying so far, they were never to be used but as the particular
case required.

The great change of temperature in the course of this day, was
very remarkable, at two in the afternoon, the thermometer rising to
79. (208 R.), and at midnight, falling to 37. (22 R.).

The weather was exceedingly pleasant; and notwithstanding
the coldness of the evening, my men, seated around a large fire,
passed their time cheerfully; and conversation, and playing the
fiddle, seemed almost to make them forget they were in a strange
land. When they retired to rest, they preferred lying on the ground by
the fire, to sleeping in the waggon, which being elevated and exposed
to the wind, is much colder than any other place. I allowed them,
therefore, to make their bed where they found it most agreeable,
although it would have been a greater check to robbery had they
slept by the pack-waggon ; but, for myself, I dared not indulge in
the same manner, as it would have been extremely imprudent to
have left unguarded my own waggon and the property it contained.
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The fur-coverlet proved every night more useful and necessary; and
in cold windy weather, it seemed the only covering which could
enable a person to sleep with tolerable warmth in one of these
waggons ; for along both sides, there was between the upper le’er-
boom and the mats, a wide opening through which the wind found
free entrance. In hot weather, however, it was exceedingly con-
venient, as it admitted, what then was only a delightful cooling air.

4th. After instructing my people in the use of cartridges, I de-
livered to each his proper complement, and repeated what I had
before said on the great utility of them, in case of an attack, by
enabling us to load more expeditiously.

Van Roye, in order to carry on the deception of his pretended
pain in the back, was obliged to remain in the hut all day, and by
this irksome confinement he inflicted his own punishment. I visited
him, yet saw no appearance of illness; nor was he able to specify
his complaint. On the following day he was perfectly recovered.

5th. About noon, a party of three or four Bachapins came to
the waggons. They had no previous knowledge of our being in the
country ; but were passing at some distance off, on their way from
Litakun to Sensavén, with several pack-oxen, for the purpose of
fetching sibilo : when, perceiving the tops of the two waggons which
they at first thought to be two great rocks, their curiosity induced
them to turn their steps towards us, while their companions and the
oxen held on their proper course. They had, early this morning,
left a cattle-post in the vicinity of the town, and intended reaching
the Kruman this evening ; at which rate they would probably accom-
plish the whole journey of a hundred and twenty-seven miles, in
three days, unless through fatigue, their oxen should oblige them
to rest, or to slacken their pace. They carried in their hand each
two or three hassagays, their only weapons; and wore no other
clothing than a red leathern kaross, which in their language is called
a kabo.

In place of that kind of covering which has been described as
used by the Hottentot race, under the name of a jackal, these men,
according to the fashion of the Bichuanas, wore what they call a
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pukoli.* This is formed by a piece of leather nearly of a triangular
shape; each of the three corners ending in a lengthened point, to
one or two of which, is frequently fastened a leathern thong. This
piece of leather being placed in front as an apron, is tied round
the waist by two of its corners, and the third fastened behind. It
is this fashion which constitutes the only essential difference in dress,
between the Bichuana nations, and the various tribes of the Hot-
tentot race. 1

On these Bachapins coming up to us, Muchunka met them, and
at first, while asking a few questions, the tone of their voice was low
and reserved, yet not timid; but it was not long before it changed
to that of a free and lively conversation. One of them, who said he
had been on a warlike expedition, or rather, a predatory excursion,
which had lately been sent against the Nudkketsies §, and in which six
of that nation were killed, told me, as a voluntary communication,
that he himself had seen many of them wearing European clothes,
such as jackets and coats ; and that these were part of the contents
of the waggons belonging to the late unfortunate travellers, whom
they had murdered. I was now informed, that the report of the
Nuakketsies’ having fled from their town and retired farther northward,
was not true. These Bachapins expressed much regret that my
party was so small; and asked me why the governor of the Cape
did not send a strong body of white-men to punish the Nuakketsies.
They gave me also the information, that the son of Masss or Massdo,
(Massow) the chief of a neighbouring tribe, having been plundered
of all his cattle by a body of marauders from another nation, had
taken refuge at Litakun, where he was still residing when these men

¢ This is the name as pronounced by Maz?ivi the chief. Some pronounced it pukoghe ;
and others, pokdje. All of which are also the name of the animal itself, the jac or
Canis mesomelas.

+ The usual appearance of the pukighe, may be seen in some of the figures in the
28th vignette.

1 This word may be written Nudkketzies, with a soft 2. 'The original form is Nuék-
ketsi. (See the note at page 804.)
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came away. They further informed me that the Bachapins intended
to have a grand hunt in about a month, and in which all the principal
inhabitants of the town were to assist.

These grand hunting-parties are conducted with great regularity ;
and sometimes not less than five hundred men are engaged in them.
Their mode of proceeding consists in making a wide circuit, so as
to enclose a portion of the country, many miles in extent. This
circle of hunters gradually contracts itself, while the wild animals of
every sort, are driven towards its centre, and the ring closes and at
last becomes a thick and continued line of men. The animals, finding
themselves thus surrounded, make a push to escape, and at the
moment of their passing through this line, the hunters throw their
hassagays, and sometimes kill a considerable number.

The countenance of one of these men in particular, of him who
was so ready to give me the above information, was exceedingly
animated, and very expressive of a keenness of understanding. It
was, it must be owned, a complete contrast to the general expres-
sion of a Hottentot countenance ; and, after their wearisome apathy,
the liveliness of these visitors recommended them strongly to my good
opinion, and began to prepossess me in favor of their nation. This
mode of judging, though a very common one, was not, indeed, very
philosophical, or altogether just, since it often happens that under a
dull or reserved exterior, much goodness of heart may lie concealed,
and even some talents; but the comparison often made their cold-
ness seem tedious, and I rejoiced at the prospect of finding the
Bachapins to be a race of men possessed of more animation.

These men addressed me by the title of Hérra (father), which is
their usual and most respectful mode in speaking to a superior.
They seemed much pleased at having fallen in with us, and exhibited
no surprise at the sight of a white-man, which, probably, was not
altogether new to them. They appeared to be of a higher class than the
two poor half-starved herdsmen who came to us at the Kruman ; and
their spirits would not have been so good, had they, like them, been
living in want of the necessary food: but their bodies exhibited the best
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proof of their having enjoyed abundance. They begged for lishuéna
(snuff); and to each I gave enough to have lasted two days, at a
moderate rate of using it.

Their mode of taking snuff’ was certainly no imitation of Euro-
peans, whose finger and thumb are generally found sufficient for
this purpose; but the Bachapins think otherwise: they lay a large
quantity in the palm of their hand, and draw the whole of it up their
nostrils at once. It was in this manner that I saw it now taken, and
with an eagerness which proved how great was the enjoyment it
afforded them; although, from seeing their eyes streaming with
tears, it would rather have been concluded that it must have been
painful.

But, I will not dare to dispute that there is pleasure in a custom
which, by having been followed by so many, and such various,
nations, must, I imagine, really possess something agreeable, to have
thus gained adoption so generally. The same remark may be made
on that of smoking tobacco, or similar drugs, a practice still more
general, and even more at variance with the simple course of nature §
if such an opinion may be pronounced of any artificial habits, to
which common consent among the generations of several centuries,
seems to have lent a character which gives them a place among
legitimate, and even reasonable, indulgences.

From the New Continent, the native soil of the tobacco, the
practice of inhaling the smoke of its leaves, and along with it, the
plant itself, have spread over almost every country of the Old World,
and have been received as a valuable addition to the comforts of life.
In no nation can it be estimated at a higher rate, than among those of
Southern Africa; an assertion which has been well proved in the
preceding parts of this journal ; and, in those which follow the same
testimony will be found.

It may be convenient to bring together in this place, the sub-
stance of the information obtained on the subject of Bickudna
tobacco. Although the tobacco-plant has not yet reached the
Bachapins, and although they do not, more than the Bushmen,
cultivate it ; vet it has long been travelling southward over the con-

VOL. IL TT

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



322 INTRODUCTION OF THE TOBACCO-PLANT. 5,6 Jury,

tinent, probably from the Portuguese settlements, and is, at this time,
growing among their northern neighbours, from whom they had
obtained it by barter, long before it came to them from the side of
the Cape of Good Hope. The leaves are prepared, they say, by
boiling, or rather, perhaps, by steeping in hot water. This process
renders the smoke less acrid, though less powerful: yet, by my own
men who obtained some at Litakun, it was pronounced pleasant;
but, in their judgment, its mildness was considered to be a defect,
and they, as well as the Bachapins themselves, always gave the
preference to that which had been prepared in the Colony. From
some inquiries, made of natives who had seen the plant growing in
those countries, there seems reason for supposing that it is the
round-leaved species * which is there cultivated ; that which is grown
in the Calony, being the long-leaved Virginian sort. ¥

Our present visitors, as soon as they had enjoyed their handful,
for it could not be called a pinch, of snuff, began to beg for tobacco,
with much good-humoured importunity ; and held up their finger as
the length of the piece they wished for. But, on showing by the
half finger, how much was intended to be given them, they smiled, and
said Nid¢ Hdarra (No, Sir,); yet, when I remarked to them that as we
travelled on, many more of their countrymen would make the same
request, and that it would be out of my power to distribute to all,
if I were to give away pieces so large as were asked for, they replied,
¢ Yes; that is true; and then went away very well satisfied with
the little which I gave them. Besides this, they received some
meat ; and, as soon as they had broiled it, ran off with great speed
to overtake their companions.

It was now perceived that Gert felt strongly disposed to encroach
on indulgence, and that, unfortunately, kindness only encouraged
disrespect. Although I had long followed a rule of giving my people
their rations of tobacco and brandy on Mondays, he now demanded
them before the time, and told me that the quantity which was
allowed to the people, was not half enough, and that the boors always

* Nicotiana rustica. + Nicotiana Tabacam.
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gave their Hottentots brandy whenever they asked for it. This
language was not to be endured with forbearance, as authority here,
could be supported by nothing but resolution and prudence. I was
therefore compelled to order him instantly, and in a peremptory
manner, away from my waggon: hoping thus to check a spirit which
otherwise might soon spread among my whole party.

It was about this time that I began to discover that in Juli I pos-
sessed a valuable servant, and to perceive symptoms of fidelity which
gradually gained my confidence, notwithstanding the disappointment
which, in this respect, the conduct of some of the others had caused to
me. Ihad not yet reposed in him greater trust than in any of the rest ;
but he often deserved it by a conscientious desire which he manifested
for doing his duty. His manners were steady, without being over
sedate: he often could be lively and cheerful ; but never allowed his
temper to approach either extreme. He had not, it is true, that
degree of animation which had pleased me in Speelman; but he was
less irregular in his movements and opinions. In short, he was more
honest, and less inclined to deceive me or conceal the truth, than
any other of my Hottentots.

6th. A nightly watch had first been established at Kosi Foun-
tain, and from that time, it had been regularly continued. I had
myself kept the sentries to their duty during the first half of the
night, as my occupations in the waggon in writing and arranging the
notes and collections of the day, had always engaged me till after
that hour. But sometimes, in order to keep them on the alert during
the latter half, I took my sleep earlier, and rose between midnight
and daybreak.

This gave me an opportunity of making a comparison between
the dawn of an African day, and the superior beauty of that hour
in Europe, This inferiority of the A4frican Aurora, is occasioned,
perhaps, by the aridity of the climate and clearness of the atmo-
sphere. It is to the want of clouds and vapor to receive and refract
the first rays of the sun while still beneath the horizon, that we must
attribute the deficiency of those rosy and golden tints, and those
beams of light, which decorate the morning sky of European
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countries. Yet the approach of daylight in the interior regions of
this continent, is not totally devoid of pleasing effects; and, though
less glowing and less enlivened by variety of hues and forms, it
offers to an admiring eye a beauty of a more quiet and modest kind,
While watching the cold darkness of night, the eastern sky becomes
less obscure, a faint light gradually increases, the stars seem to fade
away, though the earth still continues in night; a warm glow is
perceptible, and soon spreads itself over the vault of heaven; the
trees along the horizon become visible, and, backed by the sky, the
upper branches of those which are nearer, are seen more distinctly ;
the landscape begins to show its outline; the light has reached the
west ; the forms of objects are visible, but as yet, present a painting
in one color only, a sombre brown, equally strong in the distance
and in the foreground ; the whole atmosphere is illumined, and re-
flects its light upon the earth ; the farthest verge of the plain becomes
fainter and recedes, while the various clumps of trees follow to their
place in the picture, and, assuming a just keeping, change their
brown, for the less dubious colors of day; the azure of the sky is
every where suffused with a warmer light ; Nature is awake; and,
unattended by cloud or vapor, the sun himself is seen rising above
the horizon in noontide brilliancy.

Whatever wind may blow during the day, in the countries of
the Interior, it most frequently subsides at sunset. This circum-
stance, so fortunate for those who sleep in the open air, was more
especially favorable to my astronomical observations, as it admitted of
using the artificial horizon without any kind of covering to protect
the surface of the mercury from agitation by currents of air, of which
it is exceedingly susceptible.

At this season of the year, the sky, either by night or by day, is
seldom veiled by a cloud ; nor is the slightest dew ever felt but in the
time of the rains, when, however, it falls very copiously. Though
in the Transgariepine the days in the winter months, of which we were
now in the coldest, are very pleasant, and sometimes even hot; the
nights are cold ; and our feelings, as well as the thermometer, indicate
that the temperature of the air is near the freezing point. On most
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mornings, just before sunrise, the grass is observed to be covered with
hoar-frost : but as there is rarely either vapor, or cloud, to diminish the
heat of the sun, this appearance quickly vanishes.

By taking equal altitudes of the sun before, and after, noon,
with its correspondent bearings by the needle, I found the magnetic
variation to be 27° 4 W. My instrument for ascertaining these bear-
ings, was not, indeed, constructed for the smaller subdivisions ; but
this defect was remedied by adopting a more careful process, and
therefore the result may perhaps be depended on, to within an eighth
of a degree, which may be considered accurate enough for a traveller’s
purpose.

One of the dogs which had unfortunately been run over by the
waggon, a few days before, was so much injured that it died at this
place. The body was taken to a short distance from our station, but
the crows and vultures soon discovered it, and, assembling around,
immediately began to tear it to pieces. These birds, so little disturbed
by the presence of man, seem to consider all dead bodies as their
perquisites ; and the natives view them without feeling the least
desire to molest them.

And here we cannot but again see and admire that wisdom, and
perfection of plan, which exist in every part of the creation.  Vultures
have been ordained evidently to perform very necessary and useful
duties on the globe ; as, indeed, has every other animated being, how-
ever purblind we may be in our views of their utility; and we might
almost venture to declare that these duties are the final cause of their
existence. To those who have had an opportunity of examining
these birds, it need not be remarked how perfectly the formation of a
vulture is adapted to that share in the daily business of the globe,
which has evidently been allotted to it ; that of clearing away putrid
or putrescent animal matter, which might otherwise taint the air and
produce infectious diseases. Many of the vultures are among the
largest of the feathered tribe, and all, even the smaller species, have
great bodily strength in proportion to their size. Their legs are
strong, but as they are not, like the eagles and owls, intended for
seizing and preying on live animals, they have not been furnished with
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claws so sharp, or with nails so much curved as theirs; thoughhere it
may perhaps be said that their mode of life, in standing on the ground
while feeding, wears off the points of these. Yet this is not less the
result of Divine decree ; for the different species of the feline genus *
have excessively sharp nails, notwithstanding their walking on the
ground ; and for the preservation of their points, so essential to their
mode of seizing their prey, Nature has given them an admirable and
peculiar power of drawing them back. The head and neck of vul-
tures could not have been, like other birds, covered with feathers,
because these, not being in the reach of their beak, could not have
been easily kept clean, and would soon have become clotted together
by the blood or dirt of the carcasses on which they fed. These parts
are, therefore, either quite bare, or clothed only with a short woolly
or downy covering. Their wings are long and large ; and their bones,
though thick, are remarkably light, a conformation which enables
them to sustain their bodies for so great a length of time, in the
highest regions of the atmosphere. Their beak is strong and hooked ;
and remarkably well formed for tearing out entrails, or dividing
putrid flesh. Their own flesh smells strongly like carrion, and no
other animal, however pressed by hunger, will eat it; a quality of
importance to their preservation : for, were it eatable, they would be
exposed to destruction wlhile in the exercise of their duty, which often
obliges them to feed in company with hyenas, and other beasts of prey
which occasionally satisfy their hunger by a dead carcass. But so
nicely is the mutual relation of all things balanced, that none of these
animals, nor the domestic dog, show the least inclination to take away
the life of these birds. For this reason they are, in every country, it
would seem, tolerated by man, and sometimes treated even with
respect. They have an extent of privilege, which their associates
the hyenas have not; because they never harm the living.

* I may be allowed here to make the remark, although it belong properly to a part
of the journal not comprised in the present volume, that the South-African animal called
Luipard (Leopard) by the Dutch colonists, and Nkwi and Nkwéni (Inkwani) by the
Bachapins, and supposed to be the Felis jubata, has not the sharp retractile claws which
distinguish the feline genus.
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On taking a view of the surface of the globe, we discover life
under so great a multitude of shapes, that it may reasonably be
doubted whether the researches of man, have as yet made him
acquainted with the half of them. Every part of it teems with ani-
mated forms ; air, water, and even earth to a certain depth, contain a
countless variety of objects endowed with that mysterious principle,
Life. This principle, modified, supports the existence of every
organised object in the creation, and must not be confounded with
animation : for this is to be distinguished as the visible operation of
the anima; or, if we may be allowed so to call it, the breath of Divinity.
Organized bodies have always, and by unjversal consent, been divided
into the two classes of Animal and Vegetable: both these possess
the principle of life, but only the former, that of animation. Abstract
these principles, and there remains Matter; this still continuing for
a Jonger or shorter period afterwards, to retain its organization.

Now, the conclusion which may be drawn from this view of
terrestrial objects, is; that organized matter, whether, independently
of modification, it really be, or be not, essentially different from
mineral or inert matter, has been destined to be common property,
and to circulate through the whole system of living objects. By this
circulation, it passes from one to the other, in unceasing support of
vitality ; proceeding and returning, sometimes in a wider and some-
times in a smaller circle, through an endless succession of periods.
It may be asserted that no new particle of matter ever comes into the
world ; for this would imply a new creation : that none can be lost,
for this would imply the annihilation of what the wisdom of the Deity
has created; a supposition to which man’s reason can not assent.
Vegetables, most of which are observed to grow more luxuriantly
in earth impregnated with animal juices or with disorganized animal
particles, are the first producers of organization; animals, the de-
stroyers of it. It is evidently the law of Nature, that matter once
made capable of life, shall never cease from the same duty; and it is
equai]y so, that animal bodies shall receive no nutriment but from
organized substances. From this it follows, that in one body life must
cease or be destroyed, before another can obtain that species of food
which its conformation renders necessary. The eagle therefore de-
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stroys this, himself; the vulture waits till it has been destroyed by
others, or till vitality has departed through other causes. If we look
around at the animal creation, from the huge whale to the most minute
object that moves, we everywhere behold examples of one species
maintaining its existence by the destruction of others upon which it
feeds; and of those which have been formed to require vegetable
aliment, becoming themselves the food of others which have been
created carnivorous; these latter, perhaps, never preying naturally
on species of their own class. The beasts and birds of prey, together
with vultures, are, in their turn, the food of innumerable maggots the
larvee of beetles * of various species, which, like the vultures, have
the faculty of discovering a carcass as soon as putrefaction com-
mences ; and are then seen in the air, approaching from the leeward
in swarms, guided only by their sense of smell.

This picture of a succession of destruction among the animal crea-
tion, though natural and immutable, is not an agreeable one; and the
Power which made things so, has implanted in the human mind a
sentiment which, if not stifled, causes this prospect, however inte-
resting and instructive, to appear unpleasing; and, from the view of
rapacity and death, warfare and bloodshed, even though the result
of natural laws, we gladly turn towards that part of animated
nature where more peaceful scenes present themselves: from the
tiger to the lamb, from the hawk to the dove, we turn with pleasure,
Or, if more tranquil thoughts delight us, we change to the con-
templation of the beauties and perfection of inanimate objects; to
the verdant foliage of the spreading trees which clothe the mountain-
foot, or to.the lively hues of the fragrant flowers which adorn the
valleys.

Thus we see, throughout the whole system of nature, all things
connected together, and necessary to each other’s existence ; useful in
life, and useful in death: each animated object submitting to its

* These beetles were of the genera, Necrobia, Thanatophilus, Silpha, and Dermestes.
But on other occasions, when they were also attracted by smell, they consisted of various

species of Copris, Onthophagus, Ateuckus, Sisyphus, Gymnopleurus, and Onitis: and it was
emusing to see them in great numbers, one after another thus coming up from leeward.
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superior; and all, to man. In him terminates this scale of rapine
and destruction ; in him, this graduated tyranny reaches its height.

To.return to the subject; we shot one of these vultures: it was
a female, and measured seven feet from the point of one wing to that
of the other, when extended. The top of the head was covered with
a white feathery wool, which at the back part was longer, and stood in
a reversed position. This bird was of a blackish brown color above ;
but the thighs and under parts of the body and neck were white. The
quill feathers, and those of the tail, were black. That part of the
neck, which was bare, together with the base of the beak, were white ;
the beak and feet were of flesh-color; the bare part round the eyes,
white; and the irides, of the color of burnt-umber. Before the skin
was taken off, I made a drawing of the head: this is given in the
vignette at page 310, in the proportion of one third of the natural
size. By the Bichuanas, it is called Linong.*

The operation of preparing this bird for my collection was
exceedingly disgusting, and the Hottentot whom I employed to assist
me, suffered as much as myself from its naturally putrid smell. We
were unable. to continue long at the work, as it soon began to excite
a nausea; and it was not till the second day that it was completed.

The tire, or iron band, round ke wheels of all Cape-made wag-
gons, being of one entire piece, possesses, indeed, the advantages of
strength and security, but it is at the same time liable to the dis-
advantage of expansion in hot weather; while the fellies, if not made
of wood perfectly seasoned, are contracted by the same cause. The
consequence of which is, that the joints open, and the tire becomes
loose in every part; a serious imperfection in vehicles for travelling
over a wild and pathless country, where the.assistance of a waggon-
maker, or a blacksmith, is not to be obtained. In the midst, there-

* Vultur occipitalis, B. (Mas.) Corpus, supra fusco-nigrum, subtus album. Caput
lanugine alba tectum, occipitali reversh. Colli pars superior nuda, posterior plumis
patentibus nigris, et anterior depressis brevissimis albis, tectee. Remiges rectricesque
nigree, rachidibus supra nigris subtus albis. Tibise (femora) plumis albis densé vestite.
Rostrum et pedes, incarnata. Orbita denudata, colli pars, et cera, alba. Ungues nigri.
Lingua brevis integra, apice rotundata, basi sagittata laciniata.
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fore, of other, and very different, occupations, the task fell upon me
to direct and superintend the business of caulking the joints with,
either pieces of canvas dipped in hot pitch, or with small wedges of
wood. I employed others of my people in casting musket-balls, and
some in making cartridges.

In the meantime Andries, whose turn it was to attend our few
remaining sheep while at pasture, seemed desirous of giving me proofs
of his worthlessness, and so totally neglected his duty, that, at an early
hour, it was discovered that they had strayed away. Two Hotten-
tots were sent in search, and after a few hours, brought them home.
But, determined on putting my patience to another trial, he suffered
them, in the course of the afternoon, again to stray so far that they
could not be found that night. On the next morning, men were sent
out to follow their track; and it was very unexpected good fortune,
that they were all met with and brought back by noon. It was seldom
that my Hottentols would condemn, or give evidence against each
other; but this time they all exclaimed loudly against Andries, as he
had given them so much trouble in repairing his neglect, and
recommended that his rations of tobacco should be withheld: a
recommendation to which I readily attended ; as we had on several
occasions ascertained that it was a mode of correction in which there
was considerable efficacy.

Desiring my men to wake me at a little after midnight, I pointed
out to one of them, who was at that hour to be on guard, the star
Arcturus, and ordered him to call me when he saw it setting. I
thought it useful to show by my occasional presence at such times,
that I did not impose on them any hardship, in which I was not
willing to bear a share, as I conceived that it might lead them to
think lighter of the task.

The night was exceedingly chilly; and, being now in a part of
the country where Bushmen seldom came, we were not, as hitherto,
prevented, by the fear of betraying our position, from keeping up a
large fire: and those whose watch was ended, not being inclined to
sleep, the number of the party round the fire continued increasing till
the morning. They amused both themselves and me, by relating to
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each other their various adventures, and accounts of Buskmen; and
among their descriptions, one given by Keyser, of a Hottentot of
Sneeuwberg being pierced by so many arrows that when they found
his body he looked more like a porcupine than a man, was in the
genuine style of African anecdote.

Few Hottentots knew more histories of this kind, than Keyser;
and being of short stature, in features not unlike a Bushman, and
speaking that language fluently, his companions would sometimes
teaze him, by pretending to believe that he was really a wild Bushman
who had been caught when young, and brought up in a boor’s family.
He was, however, a Colonial Hottentot; and from much experience
in such affairs, his anecdotes relative to the colonists proved that these
had frequently suffered great losses in cattle, from the incursions of the
Bushmen ; but that they had sometimes taken unsparing vengeance
on the offenders. He asserted from his own knowledge, that a Hot-
tentot, who had gradually and by small doses habituated himself to
the practice of swallowing the poison of snakes, for the purpose of
rendering his blood unsusceptible of its effects, was once severely
wounded by a Bushman’s arrow ; yet though the wound would other-
wise have been certainly mortal, he did not die. That the blood may
be thus fortified against the consequences of a poisoned wound, is a
very common belief among Hottentots ; but it did not appear that
they often tried this mode, as those few who ventured, were particu-
larly distinguished among them as gifi-drinkers (poison-drinkers).

The Hottentots of that part of the Colony northward of Graaff-
reynet, call the bordering tribes of Bushmen, Séqua or Seakwa; but
the Klaarwater Hottentots, and the Koras, as Muchunka told me,
designate the Bushmen living southward of the Gariep by the names
of ’Kusa’kijlewa or Kssa’kwa (Kowsaqua), which imply ¢ men beyond
the river.” Those who inhabit the northern side of that river, are
called Niisakwa (N6osaqua), a name of correspondent import.

Tth. 1 was visited by a Bachapin, apparently of a poorer class
than those whom we had last seen. I offered him some snuff, and
learnt by his refusal, that, however general the custom of taking snuff
may be among his countrymen, it is not universal. Tobacco, for

vu 2
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smoking, was accepted with warm expressions of thankfulness; but
he was much less importunate in begging, and less talkative, than his
nation usually are. He was even timid: this might be occasioned
by his being alone as a Bachapin, among so many strangers; for
numbers always give to savages a degree of boldness, and sometimes
insolence, of which, under other circumstances, they exhibitno signs.
On coming to me as I sat in the waggon, he exclaimed, Koosi,
Kaosi! (rich chieftain); and when I endeavoured to assure him that
I was not such, that I had but little property in the waggon, and but
few oxen, he significantly shook his head, as if to express that he
could not believe me.

A young Kokiing (Kokoon or Kokoong) was shot in the plain by
Speelman. 'This Hottentot took so much delight in hunting, that he
was generally the foremost in parties of this kind, and was perhaps one
of the most successful. It was the duty which had been allotted to
him ; yet, when circumstances demanded it, he was employed in a
variety of others, and was found to be, as a Hottentot, active, intelligent,
and useful ; though requiring always the superintendance and guidance
of a master. Having been longer in my service than most of the
others, he seemed to consider himself entitled to the privileges of an
old servant, and to have acquired some degree of attachment to me,
which, though often dormant, was, to do him justice, oftener awake.

8th. Taking a walk this morning round our station, I observed
growing in rocky places, a handsome species of Aloé*, which the
Bachapins call ¢6kwi, and which apparently was of the same kind as
one seen near the Kygariep. I here met with, for the first time, a re-
markable kind of Mesembryanthemum 1, which may be reckoned in

* Resembling Alo¢ saponaria; but it was probably a new species.

+ Mesembryanthemum aloides, B. Catal. Geogr. 2197. Planta acaulis, radice fusi-
forme. Folia spathulata, basi eonnata, acuta, margine integrd, supra plana, subtus
convexa, dupld latiora quaim crassa, obscuré viridia punctis albidis conspersa. Flos
sessilis flavus.

This plant, together with ten other new species raised in England from seed collected
on the journey, have been already made known to botanists by an author whose extensive
knowledge of this numerous genus, and whose experience in the cultivation of vegetables
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the number of those wild plants, the roots of which are eaten.by
the natives, as a substitute for better food. There were not many
things to be found at this season; but I discovered, almost accident-
ally, happening to sit down on the ground close by them, two small
plants, the singularity of which consisted in their being so exactly
of the color of the white limestone on which they grew, that scarcely
any eye could have noticed them in walking by. *

Experience teaches, that many curious and minute plants will
escape detection, unless sought with more than ordinary attention ;
and that, by sitting or standing still and carefully looking around,
many interesting objects of natural history may be discovered, which
otherwise would have been passed unheeded and unknown. In those
parts of my journey where the riches of botany or entomology were
more profusely scattered, I seldom sat down to rest myself during
my rambles, without perceiving some object which would not have
caught my eye under any other circumstances.

9th. I now got out from one of the store-chests the beads and
other things which were intended as presents to the Bachapin chief’;
as it was not likely that there would be, before we arrived at the
town, so favorable an opportunity for assorting and arranging them
without interruption.,

In addition to which reason for opening the store-chests at this
place, was that of preventing the natives from knowing how large a
stock I had of these things. To have allowed them to see the con-
tents of the chests, would have been, to tempt them to rob me; or,
should their sense of honesty restrain them from such an attempt ;
still the sight of so much riches might render them covetous, and
induce them to practise every extortionate and unfair stratagem to

of this tribe, have enabled him to present to the public the most correct arrangement of it,
which bas hitherto appeared. See ¢ Supplementum Plantarum Succulentarum ; Autore
A. H. Haworth.”
* These were a species of Crassula? with scale-like imbricated leaves; and
Anacampseros lanigera, B. Catal, Geogr. 2196. Planta uncialis, tota land densé albd
involuta, inter quam ramenta rigida tortuosa.
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get possession of them. Muchunka had assured me that the Briquas
(Bachapins) would not ill-treat me; and though this account of his
countrymen should be correct, I conceived, on mature reflection, that
they ought not to be trusted with any knowledge of my affairs or
plans, which it was possible to conceal from them, lest that inform-
ation should precede me in the countries beyond them, and prepare
those nations for impeding my progress, or suggest the idea that my
waggons would be a valuable booty.

Five of my people were out hunting all day, but no game of
any kind was seen, excepting an antelope which good-fortune threw
in Juli’s way, and which luckily he shot. It was an entirely new
species, and the sequel proved it to be extremely scarce, as I never
met with it again during the whole of my travels. Juli returned im-
mediately for help to bring it home, and two of the Bachapins
voluntarily accompanied him, and lent their assistance. The meat
proved to be tender, and of a delicate taste. The name which they
gave it, was, Khaama ; but as this is the name which the Bichuanas,
in common with the Hottentots, apply to that animal which the
Dutch colonists term Hartebeest *, it would rather seem that the new
species is not sufficiently frequent in their country to have obtained,
generally, a distinct name. But this is mere surmise ; for the true
Kaama differs from it so much in the form of its horns, that the two
sorts never could be really confounded together, even by the most
unobservant savage, The species to which it has the nearest affinity,
is that which, in the Cape Colony, is more properly called Blesbok ;
but it is a larger animal than either that or the hartebeest. Itshorns,
of which a representation, both in front and in profile, is here given,
have suggested the name of Antilope lunata 1, by presenting, when
viewed in front, the form of a crescent, They were ten inches long,

* The Antilope Bubalis, of Linnseus.

+ Antilope lunata, B. Nigrescente-fusca. Femora et tibieze fulvs, illa anticé nigres-
centia. Facies et frons, nigrescentes, lateribus purpureo-fuscis. Cornua subreclinata,
extrorsim arcuata, apicibus introrsum versis, teretia, dimidio inferiore et ultrd annulato.
Cauda brevis, pilis Iongis nigris jubata.
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when measured in a straight line from the base to the tip; and
their points were nearly that distance apart. Their position on the
skull was about two inches and a half asunder, and reclining a little
behind the facial line. The general color of this antelope was, when
living, a dark iron-grey, or what a painter would call a light blue-
black ; but which changed to a lighter and browner hue after the
skin had become dry. The whole of the face, as far even as the
ears, was almost black ; and this mark, with the form of the horns
and greater size, constitute the only obvious difference between this
animal and the Blesbok.* The nose, and sides of the face, were of a
purplish brown ; and the ears were of the same color as the rest of the
body, excepting some white hairs which fringed their inner margin.
The legs were of a tawny or reddish brown, but of a darker, or
blackish, color in front down to the knees. The feet, below-the two
spurious hoofs were blackish ; and these hoofs, of a roundish form,
and placed at equal heights. The real hoofs were black; and those
of the fore-feet rather more than four inches long. Their pointed

* The Blesbok is so called, from having a white mark on its forehead, similar to that
which, in horses, is termed, in Dutch, a bles," and by English horsemen a star, or blaze.
Late systematic writers have applied to the Blesbok the name of Pygarga (White-rump),
which, by earlier authors, was intended for the Springbok : and as this name becomes
absurd and contradictory when thus used, I have taken the liberty of substituting in its
place, that of albifions.
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form and smoothness prove that this animal is not an inhabitant of
mountains or rocky places. Their figure, and that of the tail, drawn
in proportion to the horns, may be seen at the end of this chapter.
The tail, which was about nine inches long and was like that of the
blesbok, was furnished on the upper side with long black hair ; that,
towards the tip, being the longest, and measuring five inches. The
fresh skin, when spread out upon the ground, measured, from the end
of the nose to the tip of the tail, seven feet and seven inches ; across
the middle of the body, four feet ; in extent between the ends of the
two fore legs, eight feet and five inches; and the same of the hind
legs, eight feet. The length of the ears was eight inches. From
these dimensions it would appear that, at the withers, the height of
the Crescent-horned Antelope is nearly four feet, and the diameter
of its body a little more than fifteen inches. *

* Of this antelope, the first and only skin ever brought to Europe was, along with
a number of others, as I have stated in the note at page 883. of the preceding volume,
presented to The British Museum. At the time of writing that note, and previously to it,
I confined my complaints against that establishment, to its long protracted delay in
placing them before the Public, and to its neglect of a donation which was made under
the implied condition of being immediately disposed of in the proper manner. Finding
the Museum so dilatory in this case, I repeatedly complained, and urged in support of my
complaint, the injustice which was done to the Public, as well as to a collection which had
been pronounced valuable to zoological science., At first, orders were given for these skins
to be put into proper form with as little delay as possible; and a few (7) were in conse-
quence then stuffed; after which the work proceeded no farther. To my remonstrance,
it was replied, at one time, that these quadrupeds would require more room than that
building would allow. At another time I learnt that the expense * was greater than the
funds of the establishment would authorise. Be all this as it may, I know that several
quadrupeds received long since mine, have been stuffed, and some preserved in a much
more expensive manner; and that hundreds, and I believe thousands, of pounds have, since
that time, been expended by the Museum in the purchase of objects of natural-history.

To these subjects my complaints were at that time confined ; because I relied on an
official communication which stated that all requisite care was taken of my animals, and
that no fear need be entertained respecting their security and preservation from damage
by insects. How unexpected, therefore, was the additional mortification which I felt, when
Thad occasion, in July last, (1822) to visit the Museum for the purpose of making a draw-
ing of the horns of the above described antelope. I was shown a large chest which was

* It was estimated that the expense of stuffing them would not amount to 300l : one third of which
had already been paid; and the most expensive part of the work, occasioned by setting up the two Camelo-
pards, was then completed.
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We had not, in our daily hunting excursions, which extended to
the distance of several miles from our station, discovered any-village
or residences of the natives. Those who had visited us, had always
come a long way from their home; and this was the reason of our
having hitherto seen so few inhabitants ; but in the afternoon, three
Bichuanas joined our party, and remained with us till the next day.
They told ,me they were herdsmen to Mattivi, and were lying at a
cattle-place lower down the Makkwarin.

They had lately been at Litdkun ; and now reported to me that the
elder brother of Mattivi, as soon as he heard of the approach of a white-
person from the Colony, and supposing that he would return imme-
diately after visiting that place, had conceived the desire, and actually
formed the resolution, of making a journey to Cape Town, of which
he had heard many accounts at Klaarwater. His plan was to return
thither with me, and he had therefore long been expecting my arrival
with impatience; but having heard that I had finally left the Trans-
gariepine, and had gone back to the Colony, (this report related to
my journey to Graaffreynet) he had now, under great disappoint-
ment, relinquished his intention.

This story raised my curiosity and, at the same time, a wish to

intended to contain my collection; but on examination, the antelope I sought, was not
there, neither were some others which were equally rare and valuable. At length an old
packing-case was found, which had been nailed up in a manner which evinced that the
preservation of its contents had not been the purpose for which it was intended; and on
its being opened I discovered, the skin of my Antilope Junata, together with another unde-
scribed species, of which that also was the only individual ever shot or seen, and six others,
all swarming with live moths and maggots, and their hair dropping off. That this irrepar-
able destruction was attributable to a want of due care cannot be denied ; since those dupli-
cates which I had retained in my own collection, remained still in as good condition as when
they were first brought home. The motives which induced me to give these quadrupeds
to our national museum, induced me also, to give the best of all which I possessed; and I
therefore permitted the person who was engaged by the museum for stuffing them, to come
previously to my house and select those which he thought the finest and the most perfect.

I have now only to regret the time and labor which have been lost during my travels,
in preserving and bringing away those skins; as it would bave been less vexatious to have
left them to be eaten by maggots in the deserts of Africa, than in the British Museum:
and I do bope, for the credit of that establishment and for the character of my country,
as it relates to the pursuit and encouragement of science, that every future gift will meet
with less neglect, and with a better fate, than mine has unfortunately experienced.

VOL. II. XX
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ascertain the truth of it. Revolving it often in my mind, I
endeavoured to imagine, what might be his motive for such a journey.
When I attributed it to that desire, so rare in a savage, of visiting
other countries for the purpose of enlightening his mind and of
acquiring a knowledge of civilized arts, I glowed with so pleasing an
idea, and almost regretted that I should not have the gratification
of conducting him thither, of showing to him the practical ad-
vantages of those arts, and of inspiring him with sentiments which,
at his return to his own country, might stimulate him to the imita-
tion of what he had seen, and to the civilizing of his countrymen.

But his own countrymen, as far as I could yet see, had no
dreams of this nature: their thoughts embraced little beyond eating
and smoking. Our visitors begged for snuff and tobacco as soon
as they accosted me; and when they had obtained this and some
meat, they seemed to enjoy as much happiness as man in a state of
mere animal existence, probably ever attains.

I was here much amused, and perhaps gained a new idea, by
observing in them the workings of an untaught mind. I had my
interpreter by my side, but wishing to put to the test, what I had
hitherto learnt, or rather, written down, of the Sichuana language,
I read to these men various words and sentences out of my book.
These were readily understood by them, who at first, supposing
me to have a tolerable knowledge of that tongue, talked a great
deal, to which I could give no answer; but when they at length dis-
covered that I could speak only when Ilooked in the book, they stood
with eyes and mouth wide open ; wondering both at the book and at
myself, and unable to conceive how it could be, that ¢the white thing
in my hand,’ told me what to say; or how, by only looking at it, I
could know more than when I did not. But the most singular
part of this little comedy, was performed by Muchunka, whose
simple brain seemed not yet to contain a true idea of the nature of
writing or of the real purport and utility of our evening exercises at
the dictionary and vocabulary. As it would have been only a proof
of my own folly to have asked him to explain the operations and
conceptions of his mind on this subject, I am left to suppose that he
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believed I always committed to memory his answers to my questions,
and that my making ¢ black scratches’ upon the paper with my pen,
was only what he had at Klaarwater seen and heard called sckryvende
(writing). He was, he said, exceedingly surprised at my remember-
ing so well every thing he had taught me, and even those words
which he had never told me but once. When I explained, that it
was the marks which I had made in the book while he was in the
waggon, which now showed me what I was to say, he laughed most
heartily, and desired to see the very words which I was pronouncing.
On pointing them out, he laughed again; and his three countrymen,
whose mouth and eyes had by this time recovered from their expres-
sion of surprise, joined in the laughter; while I myself, as I shut the
book, was unable to resist the impression which their ludicrous
appearance and distorted countenances made upon me.

XX 2
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CHAPTER XIII.

JOURNEY FROM THE RIVER MAKKWARIN TO THE TOWN OF LITAKUN.

Jurr 10th. We departed from the Makkwérin at noon, bending our
course to the south-east. We still continued travelling over the
Great Plains of Litakun, where nothing but the distant horizon
bounded our prospect, excepting behind us, where the blue summits
of the Kamhanni mountains near the Kruman, rose to break the
evenness of the line, The soil, as hitherto, was in most parts sandy
and of a very red color, abounding in tall grass and, in the latter
half of the day’s-journey, ornamented with many beautiful thick
clumps of mdkaaka trees (tarchonanthus) of ten or twelve feet in
height, which from their more diffuse ramification, appeared to be
a new species, * In the course of the afternoon, we passed through
many extensive areas of those kinds of grass which have been men-
tioned as giving to the plains the appearance of fields of wheat. 1

* Catalogus Geographicus, n. 2202.

+ The above vignette will give an idea of the scenery here described. It will, together
with the others of this and the former volume, present at the same time a specimen of the
perfection to which the art of engraving on wood may be carried; and will not lessen the
reputation which Myr. Branston’s talents in this art had already gained.
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Among these grasses, was a very remarkable sort with long curved
awns growing from one side of a thin spike.* Here I first met with
a very ornamental shrub 1, three feet high, covered with small silky
leaves, and decorated with a profusion of yellow flowers: it abounds
in several parts of the plains south-westward of Litakun.

When we were about half way on the day’s journey, a spot
was pointed out, at a considerable distance on the right, where,
as a remarkable circumstance, a kraal of Bushmen were then re-
siding. It was from their being known as less addicted to robbing,
that they were permitted by the Bachapins, to take a temporary
residence so near to their chief town. This spot was called
KilGatdlidkimy, or, Klaatalakomo; and was surrounded by a thick
grove of large acacias. Some of its inhabitants were seen, but
they did not approach us: They left the place a few weeks after-
wards, and removed their kraal more within the boundaries of their
own country ; if so nice a distinction of territory can be made between
these nations. The Backapins and Buskmen are, in general, not on
very good terms; but they are tolerated in each other’s country, if
they excite no suspicion of their being come there with the design
of stealing cattle ; for robbery of this kind is, between the various
South- Afriean nations, the only cause of warfare, whether as avowed
plundering, or as pretended retaliation.

Notwithstanding the whole days-journey being over sandy
ground, the oxen stepped on for the greater part of the time at the
rate of eighty-six revolutions of the wheel in five minutes, which,
according to the table already mentioned as having been calculated
for this purpose, indicated three miles and a hundred-and-thirty-eight
yards in the hour: in the heaviest parts of the road, our rate was
only eighty-one revolutions. From these data, combined with the
time we were travelling, which was five hours and fifteen minutes,
the length of this day’s-journey may be stated with tolerable exactness,
at fifteen miles and a quarter.

* Catal. Geogr. n. 2220.
+ Passerina? Catal. Geogr. 2208.
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A traveller, therefore, who would adopt this method of ascertain-
ing distances, would be careful to note down in his memorandum
book, not only the number of revolutions at different times ; but the
times by his watch, when the waggon first moves on, and when it
arrives at the station ; besides keeping an account of the time lost
by occasionally halting on the road.

An apparatus of clock-work on the principle of the perambulator,
may, on smooth roads, as it does in Europe, answer this purpose, and
be attended with much less trouble ; but a similar contrivance would
very soon be put out of order, by the violent jolts which a waggon
receives in travelling over a wild and rugged country: and if the
strong iron-work of the vehicle itself, is not always able to resist
these shocks, it is to be feared that slighter mechanism would fail
also. The experiment, however, is worth trying.

The sun had already sunk below the horizon, before we reached
our next station. This spot, called by the natives Sikklgniant, was a
collection of small grassy ponds of clear and excellent water, sup-
plied by constant springs which rose at the bottom of them. They
were surrounded by a grove or wood of acacias, which rendered the
situation exceedingly pleasant, as well as convenient. Hither, and
to many other similar fountains which are found in these plains, the
inhabitants of Litakun bring their cattle during the dry season,
and having erected temporary huts, take up their abode till the
country nearer the town has regained its verdure. At this time,
however, we found no one residing here : and as I had noticed that
the ponds were frequented by numerous flocks of water-fowl, I
determined to halt a day, in hope of being able to add some new
birds to my collection.

The latitude of this spot, was found to be 27°. 9'. 21%~. * While
watching till the star, from which this observation was taken, should
come to the meridian, I discovered that we had a day too much in
our reckoning; and that instead of this, as we supposed, being

* At Sikkloniani, on the 10th of July, 1812, the observed altitude of « Centauri,
was 57", &' 87",
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Saturday, it could not be more than Friday. For, as I now observed
that the moon was still to the east of the planet Venus, which could
not have been the case, had this been, as we reckoned, the eleventh
of the month, those two bodies would not, according to the ¢ Astro-
nomical Ephemeris,’ be in conjunction till the morning of the
eleventh. This error of my journal, lay within a small compass;
as I knew from my astronomical memoranda, that my reckoning was
right on the preceding Monday.

From this circumstance it may be remarked, that a traveller
acquainted with but a few of the stars, may always check a false
date in his journal, by recording in it from time to time, the situ-
ation of the moon as compared with a known star to which it is ap-
proaching, or from which it is receding. And though he should then
have no astronomical almanack, to compare his observations with,
these will be equally useful for the purpose; as the comparison can
be made, either by himself or by others, at any future time. In-
deed, so admirably applicable are the motions of the heavenly bodies
to the exact measurement of the course of time, whether for periods
of years or centuries, or for days or minutes, that, if we could
suppose an astronomer, at any moment of time, to know neither
the century, the year, the month, nor the day, he might read all
this in the face of the starry heavens, in the legible characters of
endless multitudes of glorious luminaries which revolve and shine,
the great unerring dial of eternity.

That a person whose attention was constantly occupied by a
great variety of affairs, should mistake a day, cannot appear sur-
prising ; but that the whole party of eleven persons, should fall into
the same error, is more extraordinary. There were several of my
people who, by means of notched tallies which they always carried
about them, kept a careful account of each day, by the cutting of
an additional notch. When this tally was thus filled, the amount
was transferred to another, on which certain notches represented
weeks, or months. In this manner they were generally able to mark
accurately the lapse of time for short periods, and sometimes even
for several years. But I do not think that any of the aborigines of
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Southern Africa, excepting the Hottentots of the Colony, who
perhaps have borrowed the idea from others, ever keep a similar
account.

Among my men, Speelman was regarded by his companions as.
the grand almanack-maker, and was often referred to, for the day of
the week: and I have sometimes, on putting to him questions relat-
ing ta the past occurrences of the journey, been surprised at the
accuracy with which he was by these means enabled to recollect when
they happened. If he was in doubt, he would pull out his ¢ almanack,’
which was always secured to some part of his dress by a small thong
of leather, and after examining his notches, tell me correctly, or
very nearly, the length of time which had passed. It is not meant
to be asserted that these tallies were infallible; or that they were in
any light extraordinary, unless when viewed as the effort of an
untutored Hottentot.

11th. During the whole of the preceding evening and this
morning, I remarked an unusual and melancholy silence prevailing
among my people: the sound of the fiddle was never once heard ;
and conversation and laughter no longer enlivened the fireside. As.
I sat alone in my waggon, I might have fancied that all my men had
deserted me: when I came to the fire, it seemed from this strange
stillness, as if a funeral were about to take place, and that we were
now going to commit to the earth, the bodies of some of our com-
panions who had just been murdered. I looked around to discover
the cause, but saw nothing which could inform me; no one appeared
unwell, or to have met with any accident; all the party were
together; all my cattle were safe ; all the wheels were entire, Still,
it was certain that this gloominess and dejection could not exist
unless there had happened some serious misfortune to occasion so
sudden a change from mirth to melancholy. But none of my people
seemed willing to disclose to me the distressing secret ; and, expect-
ing some intelligence fatal to my expedition, I was almost afraid to
ask for information.

At length, by waiting some time at their fire, I discovered by a.
few short remarks which they occasionally made to each other, that —

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



1812. THE FISCAL-BIRD.—THE VARIEGATED GROUSE. 345

all their rations of tobacco were exhausted, and that not a pipe had
been smoked since yesterday morning! From the ill-foreboding
state of mind which appearances had occasioned me, it may easily
be imagined that this was an agreeable discovery ; and although their
rations would not be due till the Monday following, I gladly infringed
the regulations, and gave each an extra piece enough to last till that
day: and finding by their representations, that a larger weekly supply,
would add greatly to their comfort, I promised for the future, to in-
crease their rations by two inches more. Such are highly important
affairs, when we have to deal with Hottentots.

Immediately, their voices were heard again; and loud talking,
laughing, joking, whistling, and fiddling, enlivened our home once
more.

Various sorts of birds were found to inhabit these groves, and
frequent the fountains ; but all excepting two, were already in my col-
lection. A species of Lanius*, or Butcher-bird, was now shot for the
first time, though probably to be found within the Colony. Several
kinds of Lanius, especially those having a plumage in which black
and white are the predominant colors, are called Fiscaal-vogels (Fiscal-
bird) by the colonists. Their notes are very loud and powerful, and
their sound has the nature of a whistle rather than of a bird’s singing.
The Bachapins call them by the name of Lekékko.

I here also added to my collection, a small and very pretty
species of grouse, and, I believe, hitherto undescribed.t It ap-
peared to have a great affinity to the little ¢ Namaqua grouse;’ but
its feet were furnished with only three toes, and it had not the two
long acute tail-feathers which distinguish that sort. The upper parts
of its body were variegated with white, brown, yellow, and black ;

* Very much resembling Lanius collaris, from which it appeared to vary only by a
white mark over each eye.

+ Tetrao ([Pterocles) variegatus, B. Supra albo, fusco, flavo, nigroque, varius: subtus
ferrugineus. Remiges nigree, rachidibus albis. Cauda brevis eequalis, cum dorso con-
color. Pedes lanuginosi ochracei, tridactyli, digitis longitudinaeliter auctis. Unques nigri.
Irides angustee ochracese. Lingua brevis acuminata. Sexus vestitu non dignoscendi.

VOUL. II. YY
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beneath it was of a ferrugineous, or rust-color. The wing-feathers
were black, with a white midrib. The tail was short and of the same
color as the back ; the feet, covered with an ochre-colored wool ; the
toes, edged with a narrow membrane; the nails, black; and the
irides, narrow and yellow, or of the color of ¢ Roman ochre.” The
colors of both sexes were alike. This bird, which was seen no
where but in the Bichuana countries, frequents the fountains, only
to drink ; but at other times it is an inhabitant of the open plains.

The purple hoopoe * was also procured here, and afterwards at
Litakun; which gave me an opportunity of learning its singular
name, Nuenjdnni Chékuru (Rhinoceros-bird); though I could get no
clear explanation of the reason why it was so called. The Egyptian
gooset was also shot at Sikkloniéni; together with the crimson-
billed duck i, here called Siktirri; the large coot §; and the armed
plover. | This last is a very noisy bird.; by night, as well as by day,
uttering a sharp cry which was fancied to articulate the words
Brithér Keevit ! Brothér Kéévit! Its name in the Sichuana language,
is, Létdjan (Letaryan). The groves around this spring abound also
in pintadoes.

In the neighbourhood of this water, there resided an old
Bachapin, who, as soon as he heard of our arrival, paid us, or rather
our pot, a visit, which lasted as long as we stopped at the place. His
miserable, dirty, and meagre appearance bespoke the same degree
of poverty which was exhibited by the two Bachapins whom we met
on first entering their land. Like them, he too was herdsman ; not
to the late, but to the present, chief of Litakun.

I could not but be struck by this coincidence; and as similar
observations were afterwards made, it formed the subject of further
inquiry, in order to gain some satisfactory explanation. Such ex-
planations are not easily obtained among this people; and this dif-
ficulty is occasioned, partly by the questions being unusual and

» Upupa purpurea, B, + Anas Zgyptiaca. 1 Anas erythrorkyncha.
§ Vol L p. 263. | Charadrius armatus, B.
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above their comprehension, and partly by their little regard for truth,
and a very general inclination for misleading others; and simple as
the case may appear, it was not to be understood till I'had gained
clearer notions of the state of society in this country.

I had hitherto been accustomed among the Bushmen, to see all
men on an equality ; that is, that of the individuals of a kraal, no one
possessed more property than another, or, at least, there was not so
much difference as to occasion them to make a distinction between
rich and poor., But those tribes are, as I think the preceding parts
of this journal prove, in the lowest degree of human polity and social
existence; and in such only, can all men be on a level with respect
to property: or in other words, a nation, to be equal, must, even in
the aggregate, possess no property at all; which is precisely the case
with the Bushman nation.

But the state of society, or, I might almost begin to use the word
civilization, among the Bichuana tribes, has reached a much higher
point ; and, from the possession of property, the distinction of men
into richer or poorer classes has followed as the natural consequence.
Those who have riches, have also, it seems, power; and the word
kosi, as I have before noticed, has a double acceptation, denoting
either a chief or a rich man. The various means by which this
ascendancy is gained, is a point well understood by more polished
nations ; and I saw no reason for doubting that the Bichuanas pursue,
in their humble and petty way, exactly the same; and add to them,
that of plundering the adjoining countries. According to this scheme
of society, the chief will always be the richest man ; for once arrived
at supreme authority, he holds within his own hands the power of
obtaining property. With this view it is, that corporal punishment,
excepting in cases of atrocious crime, is commuted for fine; and
that confiscation is often superadded to corporal punishment; and
that, in some instances, life and property are both forfeited together:
I am however led to believe, that the Bachapins do not often punish
with death.

But, to return from this digression: Mattivi possesses numerous

YY 2
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herds of cattle; these are pastured in various parts of the country,
and furnish employment for a considerable number of the poorer
class of his people. They receive for their service, nothing more
than mere sustenance, and, as it would appear, barely that; being
allowed only a certain portion of the milk, and left to supply them-
selves with meat by occasional hunting. The produce of this, pre-
carious as it is, is lessened by a law or custom, by which they are
obliged to send the breast of every piece of game to the chief; and
it was said, though there may be some doubt of the information,
that the infraction of this law is a capital offence.

This class of the inhabitants is greatly oppressed, not only by a
despotic, but by an aristocratic power also ; for, that authority which
the chief exercises over the kdsies or richer order, these exercise over
their servants and immediate dependants, to so unjust a degree that
they will not suffer them to acquire any property whatever; and
should any of this illfated class become, by means however honest,
possessed of a cow or a few goats, he would be a rare instance of
good fortune or favor, if his master did not take them from him.
This tyrannical conduct the kdsi would justify by telling him that a
muchunka or a molldla (a poor-man, or servant) had no need of cattle,
as he had only to mind his duty in attending those of his superior,
and he might always be certain of receiving as much milk and food
as would be necessary for his support.

This poor herdsman, being old, and probably less able to undergo
the fatigues of hunting, or rather, of approaching the game by
creeping unseen towards it, had seldom been so fortunate as to kill
any; and his principal dependance was on searching for wild roots.
Our halting at this place gave him several plentiful meals; and
though we must have appeared much more strange to him, than he
to us, yet he sat by our fire and mixed with the party, with as much
ease as if he had been at his own home.

He informed me that Matfwi had long been expecting me at
Litakun, and had therefore postponed the intended grand hunt,
that he might not be absent at the time of my arrival ; but that his
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people were exceedingly unwilling to make any further delay, as
they, and even Mattivi, believed the report, that I had finally re-
turned to the Colony. But Serrdkitu the present chief’s uncle and
brother to Mulihaban, was the principal adviser that they should
still continue to wait for me. For, having been to Klaarwater in the
interval of my journey to Graaffreynet, he had seen my waggons
there, and was then assured by Muchiinka that it was my fixed in-
tention to visit Mattivi. He left with him injunctions to use every
argument to persuade me to come as soon as possible; as he had
many things to say to me. Our visitor further added that Mollémmi *,
(for that was the name of Mattivi’s elder brother,) was very impatient
to accompany me back to Cape Town.

By such information I was enabled to prepare myself for the
first interview with the chief, and to consider my answers, and the
most judicious mode of proceeding, so as to undeceive him without
exposing the plan of my future movements; for I had the satisfac-
tion to perceive that he knew nothing of my intention to travel
farther northward.

Not long after the herdsman, came @ woman with ker two children,
and also took up her abode with us during our stay at Sikkloniani.
Her eldest child was a girl about six years old; the other was much
younger. She appeared to be about thirty, and told us that she had
Iong been deserted by her husband, who left her that he might take
another wife. Since that time she had wandered about with her two
children from place to place, making any hut her quarters as long
as its owners were willing, or able, to share their food with her.
To subsist on chkarity among the Bichuanas, is a melancholy depend-
ance; but this instance serves, at least, to prove the existence of this
virtue, though kospitality, which Hottentots extend to a fault among
themselves, and often exercise towards other tribes, forms, it would
seem, no part of the moral duty of men of this nation.

* This name was sometimes, though less frequently, pronounced Mdllemo or
Méllema, with the accent on the first syllable.
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