200 ARROW-HEADS. — ROUTE WITHOUT WATER. 14, 15 May,

the poisonous point is turned inwards into the reed. The bone of
the leg of the ostrich, is the most esteemed material, yet other bones
are as commonly used for the purpose. The shape and make of
these heads, though essentially the same, vary in some trifling par-
ticulars, according to different tribes. *

On my requesting Kaabi to lend me four pack-oxen to assist
in carrying my baggage as far as the Gariep, he immediately, and
with great willingness, promised that I should have them on the
MOTTow.

Judging from my former track, as it appeared upon paper, that
we might reach the Gariep by taking a course directly across the
country, I consulted with him respecting the probability of finding
water by the way. His opinion was, that there was no impediment to
travelling directly northward from this kraal, as the country was
open, but we should not find any water; and that it was safest for
us to follow that river the waters of which we had so long drunk. I
therefore resolved to follow his advice; yet I discovered afterwards,
that the natives, at least, can traverse that tract, and consequently
must know where to find springs by the way ; though it would be
too great a risk for a large party of strangers and cattle, situated as
we were, to venture on such an uncertain route. Notwithstanding
this, Kaabi's advice was most probably given with reference to our
circumstances ; as he might know that there would not be water
enough for so many mouths; as our dogs, horses, and oxen would
require perhaps a larger quantity than those springs could supply.

At night there was dancing in one of the huts, the same as

* In the engraving st the end of this chapter, the upper figure shows the arrowhead
taken out of the shaft or reed, part of which is seen on the right. The thicker and
darker part under the triangular tip of iron, is the poison, at the bottom of which is the
quill-barb: the rest is bone. The second figure is a bone-head without the iron tip, and
in this the poison is layed on the thinner part. Of the three middle figures; that on the
right represents the lower end of the arrow, or that which is applied to the string: that on
the left explains the manner in which the piece of iron is fixed into the bone. The
above figures are taken from arrows used by the Bushmen visited in these travels: the
three lower ones are from those used in Little, and Great, Namaqualand.
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already described ; and observation inclines me to suppose that it is
a common amusement with these people.

15th. Platje, Van Roye, and Cornelis, requesting leave to ride
forward on horseback and hunt through the country before the game
should have been disturbed, I permitted them to set out several
hours earlier than the time fixed for the departure of the whole
party : while at the same time Speelman, Keyser, and Stuurman, went
on foot. This I did with a view to procuring a sufficient quantity of
meat to be sent back as payment with Kaabi’s four oxen.

Before our departare, much delay was occasioned by sending
our oxen and dogs to the water, which, according to the report of the
Hottentots who took them, lay at a distance which, thither and re-
turning, made a journey of nearly ten miles. The sheep were spared
this fatigue, by being naturally better able than the oxen to endure
thirst.

When we were about to pack up our baggage, Kaabi came to
inform me that it was not in his power to lend us the four pack-ozen ;
that he himself was perfectly willing to give me that assistance, but
that he had been opposed in this affair by some of the principal
members of the kraal.

Now it appeared that the presence of my Graaffreynet Hottentots,
had created among them some alarm and mistrust : for Keyser, who
understood their language, overheard them mentioning to each other,
their suspicions that he and Stuurman were spies sent by the boors ;
as they were recognised as having been seen in the service of the
colonists, and Keyser was even pointed at as having been one of a
former ¢ commando' which came into their country to retake some
stolen cattle. Platje also made to me a report of the same nature ;
and all who understood their language, discovered that the cause of
their having removed their kraal from Waterpoint, was, the fear
of being pursued, and that they now, in consequence of the place
of their retreat being known to Hottentots connected with the
boors, had resolved to remove to another spot, on the very next
day after our departure. On this account, they were themselves
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in want of pack-oxen to transport their mats and the other materials
of their huts; for, among the stolen cattle, were none which could
be of use to them in this service. There was one grey-headed old
man, whose fears, and even displeasure, were much excited by the
sight of my new men: he strongly opposed Kaabi, who as strongly
insisted on lending me the oxen; but the old man’s opinion, that
they could not be spared on account of their being obliged to remove
immediately, coinciding with that of some other principal persons,
the debate terminated in Kaabi’s telling me that he could lend me
only one, and which was his own. At one time the dispute between
the chief and old Gryskop (Greyhead), as my Hottentots named
him, was very vehement, as he appeared quite averse from affording
us any accommodation at all. His wife, however, interfering and re-
presenting how wrong and imprudent it would be, to have any
quarrel with us, he at last was pacified, and consented that a second
ox should be lent me, as I complained to Kaabi of the unkindness in
not giving me assistance when they saw that the backs of my oxen,
and even of the horses, were so much galled that I should not be
able, without the greatest difficulty, to reach the Gariep with the
whole of our baggage.

For the use of these two oxen, I promised not only that he
should be paid in tobacco, but that they should bring him back a great
portion of the game which we might happen to shoot on the road:
and it was therefore agreed that three of his people should accompany
us for the purpose of driving them home.

At eleven o’clock I took my leave of Kaabi, and departed from
his kraal, with strong impressions of his friendly good-will towards
me personally, and of his naturally mild and kind disposition. I
have given the character of him and his countrymen, with the maost
conscientious impartiality. I have exposed all the objectionable part
of it, which came to my knowledge; and if I have given a pre-
ponderancy to the better and more pleasing, it is because that part
appeared really to preponderate. Their robberies of cattle from the
Colony, are committed under the influence of what has now,
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unfortunately, become a long established custom, at least for several
generations. They are committed under the influence, too, of tempta-~
tion by the carelessness of the Hottentot shepherds and herdsmen,
and by the very weak protection given to the numerous flocks which
graze on the borders. Nor, in weighing this crime, would it be just
to omit throwing something into the opposite scale, for poverty and
want ; for an inveterate and inherited enmity to the boors ; for igno-
rance ; and even, for their wild habits and lawless mode of life.

I now could give myself the answer to that question which I
had long marked as one of the desiderata of my travels *: but, alas !
it is in the negative ; and I must now believe, that these savages have
not been rendered happier by their communication with Europeans ;
I must too, believe, that they have not been made better or morally
wiser ; and I fear I must conclude that the present state of all the
Hottentot race, is far less happy, far less peaceful, than it was before
our discovery of the Cape of Good Hope. If they rob us of cattle,
what is that crime to ours! who have robbed so large a portion of
these tribes, of their liberty and of the land of their fathers. If
European policy require our taking possession of the country, (and
I do not dispute that policy,) let us in return, as the smallest boon,
be kind to its aborigines; kind to men who may no longer tread the
ground over which their forefathers have led their flocks ; over which
their ancestors were probably the first to imprint the human footstep.

When we departed, no one accompanied us, as I had expected.
Uncertain of the exact course we ought to hold, as I had had no op-
portunity of laying down my track from Quakka station, we took at
first a north-westerly direction for two hours. This brought us in the
neighbourhood of two kraals, lying at a distance from each other, of
not more than two miles. We met three of their inhabitants; from
whom we learnt that the second belonged to those poor creatures
who, at the time of my first journey, dwelt at Poverty Kraal. They
were exceedingly pleased at seeing us again, and fortunately apprized

® At pages 5 and 6, of the first volume.
DD 2
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us that, by keeping on in that direction, we should not reach the
river that night ; an opinion which I had just expressed to my men.
We were therefore thankful for the information, and turned our steps
to the west.

Continuing to travel for above five hours and a half longer,
during the greater part of which we followed a path made by
quakkas passing from their grazing ground to the water, we did not
arrive at the river till the dusk of evening. This spot is distin-
guished as Lion Station.

The two Bushmen of Poverty Kraal soon left us ; but it was for
the purpose of going home to inform their friends of my re-
turn: and soon after we had unloaded our oxen and made our
fires, their whole kraal arrived at our station, and remained with us
till the next day. I now made them all a larger present of tobacco,
which failed not to gladden their hearts and give them for the
evening, as much happiness and content as the simplicity of their
minds renders this race capable of enjoying.

As for myself, I could not feel so much at ease; as I became,
during the night, every hour more anxious for the safety of the six
Hottentots to whom I had given permission to set out to hunt in
advance. I expected that they would have fallen in with our track,
and have thus been guided to our station; or that, if, which was
more probable, they had reached the river before us, our fires would
have been a beacon which might have readily conducted them home:
or had they shot any game, one of the party would have been sent to
us for pack-oxen. But the chief cause of my uneasiness arose
from a supposition that they might, in the dark, have fallen in with
lions ; animals much more to be dreaded at that hour than by day;
and of which it may with equal propriety be said, that, like the owls,
they are destined by nature to live and prey only at night.

Although much in want of food, we were unwilling to kill a
sheep, until the result of the hunting was known. Thus the time
passed in waiting; till we at last lay down supperless to sleep:
while our Bushman friends, seeing that we ate nothing ourselves,
were content to fast also.
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16tk. But in the morning I gave my visitors a meal ; for which
they were exceedingly thankful, as they had not, I fear, feasted
much in our absence.

At two in the afternoon, Speelman arrived, extremely fatigued
and exhausted. The sky having been all day cloudless, the heat of
the sun had reduced him to a state of great lassitude. He declared
that he had neither eaten nor drunk since yesterday morning; and
his appearance confirmed his statement. He could give no account
of the others, as they had parted company soon after setting out:
and bhe himself had been wandering about, and traversing the
country, in hope of getting a shot at some game; but had been quite
unsuccessful. He had fallen in with two of the natives; and they
passed the night together, under shelter of a bank of earth, where
they found a small cave, in which they slept.

I gave to the people of Poverty Kraal, a large quantity of dakka,
and desired them, in their way home, to look out for my people, and,
if they saw any, or could discover them by following their track, to
give them directions respecting our situation. They took leave of us
at three o’clock ; and in a most friendly manner assured me that they
would search for my people and send them home.

On observing some quakkas at a distance in the plain, Philip and
Juli with their guns went after them ; but were strongly enjoined not
to pursue them out of sight of our station. In an hour afterwards,
one of them returned with the agreeable intelligence of their having
shot a kanna (eland) ; the other remained by the carcass to guard it
from vultures and wild beasts. Pack-oxen were immediately sent
off; but it was not till eight at night, that the meat was brought
home, and we were enabled to satisfy the cravings of hunger.

In an hour and a half after the Bushmen left us, Keyser and
Stuurman arrived, faint and weary from their long wanderings, and
suffering much from thirst. I ordered them to have as soon as
possible, a cup of coffee, which I knew to be, for persons in their
state, & much safer and more refreshing beverage than water. They
had, in their way this morning, shot a Gemsbok (Ghemsbok) ; and to
so high a degree had the heat of the day raised their thirst, that
they eagerly cut open the animal’s stomach, and with the greatest
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avidity drank the liquid, which it contained; but this not being
sufficient, they also drank the blood; after which, they made a fire
on the spot, and broiled some of the meat. It was the smoke of this
fire which fortunately made their situation so soon known to the
Bushmen whom we sent in search of them, and who were thus very
opportunely and deservingly repaid for this friendly act, by receiving
the whole of the game; neither of my Hottentots having as yet
recovered strength enough to bring away more than the tongue and
two or three slices of the flesh.

In the middle of the night I was awakened by thé roaring of a
lion ; but the sound was peculiar, and very different from that which
the animal usually makes. I am assured by the inhabitants of these
countries, who have had opportunities of ascertaining the fact, that
he produces this noise by laying his head upon the ground and
uttering, as it were, a half-stifled roar, or growl, by which means
the sound is conveyed along the earth. It now seemed to us very
much to resemble that which we had heard in Cape Town at the
moment of the earthquake: it seemed also to have a progressive
movement, as if it came from the west. I instantly sprang up, and
seeing that our fires were nearly out, called to the Hottentots to put
on a large quantity of fuel to make a blaze, for the purpose of keep-
ing the beasts at a distance, as they are said to be afraid of flame.
But though several of them were awake, they remained without at-
tempting to move, until I called out. As they had supposed it to be
really an earthquake, and knew that by sleeping in the open air,
there was nothing to fear if such had been the case, they lay very
quietly wrapped up in their karosses, till I ordered them to make up
the fires. From the uneasiness of the oxen, two of which broke loose
from the bushes to which they had been made fast, and from other
circumstances, I was convinced that it was a lion; and at length
most of the people began to think the same as myself; but Speelman
persisted in declaring that it was only an earthquake, till, on examin-
ing the ground the next morning, we found the animal’s footmarks
within fifty yards of the spot where we had been lying asleep. There
is little doubt that the beast’s intention was to have seized one of the
oxen; and as little, that the timely making up our fires prevented
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him. His roaring, was intended to strike fear into the cattle and to
put them to flight ; in which case, he would have pursued, and easily
have secured, his prey. It was his natural fear of man, which alone
withheld him from springing upon them at once, or even upon us, as
we lay quite exposed upon the bare ground; for we had, as I have
remarked, little or no fire burning at that time.

As far as I am enabled to judge, there is no region in any quarter
of the world, which can hold competition with Southern Africa in
number of large animals. It would be a novel and not uninstructive
mode of comparing the zodlogy of different countries, by noting
the aggregate weight of the wild animals of each country (meaning
one individual of each species) divided by the total number of species.
If a table of this kind were formed, I think there is little doubt that
Southern Africa would be found to stand at the head of it.

Although we are taught to believe that man is the supreme
animal of this globe; and every thing we behold, even in civilized
countries, confirms that belief; yet still the mind can never derive
so perfect a conviction of this truth, as when viewing a country
in a state of nature, where men and multitudes of wild beasts
of every class, roam unrestrained, in all the freedom of creation,
Can we view animals of immense bulk and strength, either flying
from man, or submitting to his domination and labouring in his im-
mediate service, without acknowledging at once that their timidity
or submission forms a part of that wise plan, predetermined by the
Deity, for giving supreme power to him who is physically the weakest
of them all? or can we doubt that a part of that plan was, that man
should rule alone by the divine spirit of reason and superior intellect,
and, at his own option and freewill, either by the exercise of these,
elevate himself above the rest of the animal creation, or by the
neglect of them sink himself below the beasts? For man has
nought else of which to be proud, but reason and virtue: without
these he is still but mere animal, his existence is useless in the
great final cause of the universe, and he will surely have to
answer for his voluntary deficiencies in them, to that Aweful, Good
and Great, Power, who will know no other distinction among man-
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kind than that which they themselves make by their virtuous or
vicious conduct.

1'7th. The absence of the other three men, caused me con-
siderable uneasiness, as we were unable to account for their having
remained away two nights. They were all mounted on horseback,
and could easily have overtaken us; or have escaped from any
inimical kraal of natives who, mistaking them for part of a com-
mando, might have made any hostile attempt upon them. At one
time, a suspicion arose in my mind, that they had deserted, and re-
turned back to the Colony ; at another, I believed them to be waiting
for us lower down the river. In hope, if they happened to be near,
of giving them notice of our situation, I sent one of the people to a
hillock close by, to make a large fire and keep it burning for several
hours; and I resolved in the afternoon to move forward along the
banks of the river.

Having waited till more than two hours after mid-day, I gave
orders for packing the oxen: but just as we were on the point of
departing, Van Roye, Cornelis, and Platje, made their appearance;
having been guided by our fire on the hill. Their story was, that
having hunted for a great distance northward, and not discovering
our track, nor falling in with any Bushmen of whom they could ask
information, they concluded that we were still remaining at Kaabi’s
new kraal, which we had distinguished as the kraal where we had
obtained the fwo ozen, and that they had returned thither in search
of us. The inhabitants there had behaved very kindly towards them;
and, being just about to remove their whole village, Kaabi had not
thought it worth while to send any of his people with us to bring
back the two pack-oxen; but desired the Hottentots to tell me that
I might keep them till I again returned to his country.

We travelled parallel with the river about eleven or twelve miles,
over a flat covered principally with a species of Mesembryanthemum *;
and at twilight halted on the banks, at a spot abounding in rushes, and

* Resembling Mesembryanthemun veruculatum.
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which I have therefore marked as, Rushy Station. Here the water
was found still to continue perfectly fresh: and it is probably only at
the lowest part of this river, and in the dry season, that it becomes
brackish.

At this place I found Marsilea quadrifolia, an European plant,
growing in the water and along the bed of the river, in abundance.
The wide dissemination of many species of cryptogamic wvegetables
all over the earth, is an interesting fact, and one which might
deserve particular attention: from a philosophical view of it, there
is much to be learnt. Instances of a similar dispersion of what are
called phenogamous plants, are much more rare, and may often be
traced to some visible cause, such as the current of rivers or of the
ocean, or the winds; or even to the instrumentality of man. I shall
not here stop to discuss the subject, but shall merely remark that
the seeds of cryptogamic vegetables, being infinitely finer than those
of the other class, and so excessively minute as to be, in most cases,
invisible, even by the aid of the strongest microscope, are more
easily borne along by currents of air: and this consideration should
be taken in addition, when contemplating philosophically the ad-
mirable harmony and wisdom of their primitive location ; by which
term I would express, the situation assigned to each species at the
creation or commencement of the present order of created objects
upon the surface of this globe.

We were visited by a few natives: they were personally strangers,
but, having long heard of our passing through their country, they
came to us in the usual friendly manner. Some of them were orna-
mented with a fresh necklace of twisted entrails. This is one of the
most common ornaments, not only of the Bushmen and other tribes of
the Hottentot race, but also of the Bichuana nations. To imagine that
these entrails are hung round their necks just in the same state in
which they are taken out of the animal, would be to entertain an
exceedingly false idea of them ; but it is one which those persons,
who do not think, in giving an account of a foreign country, that the
truth is sufficiently interesting, endeavour to create, supposing that
by such means they render the proverbial filthiness of Hottentots
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more striking and wonderful. It is a representation, not more cor-
rect, than it would be, to tell the Bushmen, that the ladies of Europe
play upon a musical instrument composed of the entrails of animals,
extended between three pieces of wood. These necklaces of entrails,
are washed and cleansed as properly and completely as the strings of
a violin or a harp ; and it is only by the subsequent accumulation of
grease and red-ochre, that they become, what we call, dirty, but which
Bushmen consider as highly improved.

At midnight we again heard the lion. Although it is impossible
to know whether it was, or was not, the same animal which had
disturbed us on the preceding night, it is probable that, having been
then disappointed, he had followed us in the hope still of getting
hold of an ox.

18th. As the sheep, on along day’s-journey, were found unable to
travel so fast as the oxen, they were sent forward early in the
morning, with two Hottentots under the guidance of Speelman : and
after a march of above four-and-twenty miles, we halted late in the
evening, for the last time on the banks of our friendly river, at a spot
considerably below the place at which we first became acquainted
with it. 'This is therefore marked as the Lower Station.

On our road we spoke with two Bushmen, who informed us that
a white-man, or as they expressed it in their language, a’Gowsa, had
crossed the Gariep in his way to Klaarwater. This, till we obtained
better information, excited the curiosity of all of us, to know who
this person could be, or his object in coming into these countries :
but the whole story was either a fabrication on the part of the
Bushmen, or a misunderstanding on ours; for no person of that de-
scription had made his appearance in any part of these countries,
since myself.

19th. This day’s march brought us once more to the delightful
woody banks of the beautiful Gariep. I hailed its airy acacia groves
and drooping willows, and derived pleasure from fancying that
they waved their branches to bid me welcome again to their cooling
shade, and to greet me on my safe return.

Throughout the whole country which we had traversed in our
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present journey, from the Sunday river to this place, not a single
Acacia had been seen ; and if this fact be coupled with another already
noticed ¥, that this tree does not exist between the Roggeveld Moun-
tain and the Gariep, a very singular geographical circumstance will
be discovered : — that although that part of Southern Africa which
has fallen under my observation, every where else abound in acacias,
there appears to be one large and central region perfectly destitute of
every trace of that plant. This region is bounded on the south,
by the ridge of mountains, or rather cliffs, which extends in one
continued, though irregular, line from the Farther Bokkeveld, along
the northern side of the Great Karro, connecting the Roggeveld
Mountains with those of the Nieuwveld and Sneeuwberg; as may be
more clearly seen by inspecting the map. It is bounded, on the east
by the Rhenosterberg and the Nugariep, and on the north by the
Gariep, and does not, probably, extend so far westward as to the sea-
coast. This region, so remarkably by nature distinguished in several
respects from the other parts of Extratropical Africa, is in fact that
which I have attempted to distinguish in a geographical view, by the
denomination of the Cisgariepine.t The sciences of Geography and
Botany here elucidate each other: the generally great elevation, and
consequently colder climate, of this region, will not allow the Acacia
to thrive: and the absence of this, being one of the species of a
numerous genus the whole of which are the inhabitants of warm
climates, affords some proof of the greater cold, and consequently
of the greater elevation of this region. As it is evident that these
conclusions can only be drawn from remarks made along my own
course, it remains to be confirmed by future observation, whether my
supposition that the whole of this region contains no acacias, be
either literally, or only generally, correct.

Those of my men who had never before seen this stream, were
astonished at its magnitude, and declared that they had no notion of

* At page 314. of the first volume.
t+ See Vol. I. p. 581., and also page 324.
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there being so large a river in Africa: it contained, they said, more
water than all the rivers of the Colony put together. To them this
was the first stage of the journey; and it was a circumstance not
unimportant to me, that they felt pleasure at having, in our course
hitherto, beheld and learnt many things which they thought inte-
resting. The glory of shooting a ¢ sea-cow’ had long, in prospect,
occupied their thoughts, and the moment, therefore, the baggage was
unloaded, they ran down the steep bank of the river to discover if
any were then within shot. As soon as they had taken supper, they
posted themselves by the water-side, and remained on the watch
during the greater part of the night; but this eagerness was not
repaid with success. The light of our fires, and the voices of so many
people, had probably alarmed the animals and driven them, either
higher up the stream, or, nearer the opposite bank.

At this ford, the place of which is marked on the map by the
words Oz-Ford, we found a Bushman kraal of ten huts, the inhabi-
tants of which were of taller stature than the natives whom we had
hitherto met with in the Cisgariepine. Or, to prevent any supposi-
tion that these were tall men, which would be a notion quite false, as
they are every where that small race which I have described, it ought
rather to be said, that the Bushmen of the country between the Colony
and the Gariep, are among the smallest of the Hottentot race. This
difference of stature in those who inhabit the vicinity of the river, is
probably to be attributed to 2 mixture of Kora blood : and the same
difference has been observed in other places where the intermingling
with other tribes may readily be supposed to have occasioned it : but
the genuine Bushmen are all excessively small.

20th. At this ford the river is divided into two channels, by an
island ; and before we attempted to pass with the whole party, we
made some previous trials, and found the ford too deep to be prac-
ticable without the aid of oxen ; and even then, the water flowed over
their backs. As old Lucas and Cobus were supposed to be well
acquainted with every part of the river hereabouts, we were guided
by their opinion that this was the shallowest place ; and therefore pre-
pared for crossing, by collecting together a quantity of dry wood for
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making rafts to pass the channel on the northern side of the island,
that being much too deep to be forded in any manner. While thus
employed, we were observed by three Koras on the opposite bank,
who goodnaturedly swam over to give us their assistance, knowing
by previous report who we were.

My men had laboured the greater part of the day, in collecting
the wood and carrying it to the farther side of the island, and we had
just made the raft and all was nearly ready, when some Bushmen
came to inform me that another ford higher up the river, was
much more shallow. In consequence of this advice, I ordered my
people to desist from further preparations, and resolved on removing
thither: for, having now in my party a number of Hottentots unac-
customed to swimming, and a woman and infant besides, I considered
myself responsible for their safety as far as it depended on my judg-
ment, and therefore determined to adopt that plan which offered the
least possible risk; although some of the Hottentots seemed little
pleased at finding that all the labor of collecting wood must be
begun again.

It being too late in the day to commence a journey, we remained
at this place, and took advantage of the remaining daylight, to put
our baggage in the best order we were able. I amused myself in the
mean time, in examining the stones in the bed of the river. The
shores of the Gariep, not only at this spot, but every where along its
course, as I am informed, abound with pebbles of various sorts, and of
considerable beauty. They have been found well adapted for seals
and necklaces, or other ornaments of that kind; and from their
hardness, are susceptible of a high polish. Of these I now collected
a few ; among which were some very handsome chalcedonies, some
curious agates, and other varieties of this class; together with some
of porphyry, primitive amygdaloid, amygdaloidal greenstone; and
separate pebbles of zeolite, a substance frequently occurring em-
bedded in the other stones of the river.

21st. Before sunrise we began the business of packing the
baggage; but in consequence of the Hottentots’ dilatoriness and
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want of method, it was not till two hours afterwards, that the whole
party were on the march. We soon arrived at the ford, which we
found to be the same which bore the name of Engelscke Drift or
English Ford. This was also formed by an island which divided
the stream; and although it was not so deep as the other, it still
required the aid of rafts for passing the channel between us and the
island.

On the opposite bank, at some distance higher up, was a kraal
of Koras, the same people whom we had seen when we crossed
the river before. These soon observed us, and nine of them swam
over, and readily, even unasked, lent their assistance in collecting
wood for our rafts. The stony shore, partly overhung by trees, was
soon a busy scene ; which, by the addition of the Koras to our num-
ber, together with the horses, oxen, sheep, and dogs, presented a
crowded and lively appearance. The broad expanse of water, was the
more attractive to the eye, as it was a sight so rare in this part of
the globe.

While they were engaged in swimming the cattle through to the
island, I employed the time in preserving the memory of these occu-
pations and of this scene, by placing it in my skefch-book. Every
additional sketch was, I considered, an additional triumph over
oblivion, and a powerful assistant to recollection. I trust I shall be
excused for here obtruding the advice upon those who may propose
to visit countries little known, or seldom frequented ; that they would
regard the art of drawing as of the highest importance; not merely
as the means of giving their friends an idea of those scenes and
objects which they have beheld, but for their own gratification, and
for the pleasure of a renewal of past impressions far more lively than
any pen can render a written journal.

It was nearly sunset before the whole of my party, and the
baggage and cattle, were landed on the island; three hours having
been consumed on account of the number of times it was necessary
to cross and recross the first channel. In one of these trips, the
bands of acacia-bark with which the raft was bound together, broke
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while in the middle of the stream, and a great part of the raft
separated and was, together with one of the karosses, and some other
goods, carried away by the stream and lost. At this time Truy and
her child were going over, and narrowly escaped drowning, as the
raft fortunately held together till just the moment when they had
nearly gained the shore.

This island was narrow, but of considerable length in the direc-
tion of the stream. A few trees or bushes grew upon it, and some
rushes of a new and peculiar sort *, which were never met with in any
other part of my travels. It was subject occasionally to be overflowed;
and the fresh grass and other rubbish left upon the branches by the
inundation, proved that the river had very lately risen fifteen feet
above its present level. The woods along the banks, were still in
their antumnal dress.

The two men on horseback were the first to ford the nortkern
channel ; while the rest of us waited on the island to watch the result,
whether it would be shallow enough for carrying our baggage over
without a raft. This we judged it possible to accomplish by
packing the goods high upon the oxen’s backs. As soon as these
were ready, as many of us as could be mounted, entered the stream,
The depth of water was five feet, but we found, as we advanced
towards the middle, that the current being straitened by the island,
was excessively rapid, and rendered our fording an affair of consi-
derable danger. We found it necessary to keep our view directed
only to the opposite bank, to prevent giddiness; an effect which the
rapid motion of the water flowing past us, produced upon every one.
I confess that I was not less in fear, than my men ; for the strength
of the flood was almost greater than that of the cattle upon which we
depended entirely for our safety; and, added to this, the channel was

* Cyperus scirpoides, B. Catal. Geogr. 2128. Culmi 2—8-pedales, nudi teretes:
plurimi steriles. Folia nulla? Involucra et involucella brevissima ex squamis 2 vel 8
erectis lanceolatis. Panicula constans ex spiculis sessilibus et pedunculatis, ex umbellulis
paucifloris, simplicibus et compositis. Spiculse lanceolatee 8—16-florz.
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every where covered with large stones. The oxen were more steady
than the horses, but their bulk exposed them more to the force of the
current: my horse had in this respect the advantage, but being less
strong in the legs, he stumbled more frequently; and at one time,
when the roughness of the bottom occasioned a false step, he
providentially fell upwards against the stream. Had he fallen in the
opposite direction, we must both have been swept away with the
flood. My men were in not less alarm: all preserved a fearful
silence as long as they were in the water, which was between ten and
fifteen minutes; but the moment we reached the shore, they con-
gratulated each other on having landed without accident. Old Hans,
who was near me and had observed my horse stumbling and scarcely
able to stand against the force of the current, exclaimed very fervently
when we gained the bank ; ¢ Thank God! Mynheer is safe.’

The sheep were with much difficulty compelled to enter the
stream, and it was only by pelting them with stones, that they were
afterwards forced to swim over ; they were, however, carried far down
with the current before they could gain the land.

I had been careful to preserve the watch which I carried on my
person, by placing it where the water could not reach it; but unfor-
tunately the one which had been packed in the tin box, was now
rendered utterly useless for the rest of the journey. This box had
carelessly been placed so low upon the ox, that on coming to land
it was found full of water; in consequence of which, I had to sit up
a great part of the night to dry my journals and papers before the
fire; and anxious to save these from damage, the watch was neglected
till too late, when the springs had already contracted rust.

It being now too dark to drive the oxen back for those who had
been left behind, we were not till the next morning quite free from
uneasiness on their account ; as it was not impossible that the river
might swell during the night, and overflow the island. Juli, with his
wife and child, and Keyser, remained there till morning without any
bedding or protection from the cold ; but fortunately they found a
sufficient quantity of wood to keep up a fire till daylight.
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22nd. The first intelligence gained on my arrival in the Trans-
gariepine, was, that of the death of Mulikdban*, the chief of the
Bachapins, or Briquas, the nation which I intended to visit first; and
that, as usual on such an occasion, his successor, Mattivi, had sent to
the Klaarwater chief, Adam Kok, a present of two oxen, as expressive
of his desire that the two nations, or tribes, should continue on
peaceable and friendly terms. This information was given by two
Briquas who were in the service of some of the Klaarwater people,
as herdsmen, and who, knowing that I was about to make a journey
to their country, came for the purpose of apprising me of the cir-
cumstance. This certainly was an affair in which we were much
concerned ; but as the character of their new chief had not yet
declared itself, we were left in uncertainty whether the change would
be for our advantage or disadvantage.

At noon all the party being at length collected together, we left
the river, and proceeded towards the village of ¢ The Kloof' On
arriving at Jan Bloem’s kraal, mutual inquiries compelled us to halt
and satisfy their curiosity. He and his friends were eager to learn
some particulars respecting the country we had traversed, and we,
as eager to hear something of Klaarwater affairs.

The beautiful wire-grass, so much admired on my former journey,
was now all dried up, or consumed by the cattle; and the acacias
were nearly in a leafless state.

At sunset we entered the Asbestos Mountains, and arrived at
The Kloof. Here Willem Fortuyn, the Hottentot who has been
mentioned in the former volume as a man possessed of more in-
dustry than his neighbours, came immediately to invite me to take
up my quarters in his house, which he had cleaned on purpose for
my reception, having been apprised of my coming by Van Roye and
Cornelis, who, being on horseback and having started early, had
preceded us several hours. This was a degree of attention and
hospitality, which I had not before experienced from the Klaarwater

* The Bachapins sometimes pronounce this name Mulikéban or Mollikéban, and at
other times Midikabéng or Mulikavéng : the first is the most usual.
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people, and I was therefore the more struck with this proof of the
man’s superior degree of civilization, and felt the more gratified by his
consideration of the fatigues and privations which he knew I must have
suffered. But as the passing but a single night in a warm house
might occasion me afterwards to take cold, I preferred sleeping in
the open air, to which I was now more accustomed. When he found
this to be my determination, he sent a jug of milk, as the most
acceptable present which it was in his power to offer. How superior,
in the common feelings of human nature, must this man have been,
to the inhabitants of the first farm-house at which we arrived, on
our entrance into the Colony.

Fortuyn informed me that Captain Berends and a large party
with several waggons, had departed but the day before, on a journey
farther into the Interior, for the purpose of hunting elephants: and,
that the horses from the Roggeveld, which, as mentioned in the
former volume, had been sent there to avoid the paardeziekte, had
returned in the preceding week ; and by this opportunity, the mis-
sionaries had received several packets of letters from the Cape. The
latter part of this intelligence, it may be supposed, was most inte-
resting to me, as I hoped that among these letters there might be
some for myself.

At another piece of information I was much more surprised :
that Kaabi and the old Bushman Gryskop, had been to Klaarwater to
fetch the two pack-oxen, supposing that we had already arrived
there. They, however, did not think it worth their while to wait
for our coming; but on finding us not there, they immediately re-
turned home. Although this report was found to be correct, I could
not at first believe them to have been the same Bushmen, because
Kaabi was seen by three of my men, at his own kraal on the 16th;
and this account having reached the Kloof yesterday and having been
two days coming from Klaarwater, three days only were left for them
to perform the journey, including the crossing of the river; which
proves them to have travelled at the rate of at least forty miles each
day.

A serious calamity, according to Hottentot estimation, had be-
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fallen the gardens of this village: an unusually heavy storm of hail
had cut all the leaves off their fobacco plants, and totally ruined
the expected crop, on which so much of their comforts, and even
profits, depended.

23rd. Hans Lucas, Hendrik Abrams, and Nieuwveld, now took
their leave of us, and returned to their homes at Groote-doorn, by a
nearer road across the mountains. Lucas had proved himself to be
a worthy good-hearted Hottentot, and though neither he, nor any
of the others excepting my own men, had much more to do on the
journey than merely to accompany me, I found in him always a
readiness and goodwill, which failed not to gain my esteem. In
Abrams 1 discovered nothing either to censure or to commend ; unless
I censure him for inactivity, and commend him for quietness.
Nieuwveld, as a Bushman, deserved praise for his constant and steady
attention to his duty in driving the loose cattle, as long as we had
any to require his care. I had very little communication with him
by conversation, because he spoke no language but his own ; yet in
his deportment there was something which claimed my good opinion.

At this village, we left Cobus Berends and Ruiter. The former
was, I believe,a good old man; but on account of his age, was of no
use whatever to us as an assistant ; although his presence, to give the
appearance of greater strength to the party, and occasionally his judg-
ment and experience, rendered him an acceptable companion. Ruiter
was at the commencement of the journey, a very useful man as an
interpreter, but having taken offence at my finding fault with some
unfair bartering of which he had been guilty, he became sullen and
often refused to interpret; so that ultimately he was of little ad-
vantage, excepting by his mere presence: and this was the utmost
extent of Old Daniel’s service. It appeared to me remarkable that
no one of the party, excepting my own people, shot any game, although
gunpowder was delivered to all in the same proportion; yet it was
always reported as having been consumed. However, we all parted
good friends ; and I had the satisfaction of having accomplished my
journey, without accident to any one, and with the gratification of
knowing that no one was the worse for having accompanied me.
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From this time till we reached home, the party, excepting one,
consisted only of my own people ; and I departed from the Kloof with
very agreeable feelings, as I viewed upon the road, the number of
men engaged in my service, and with whom I might now look
forward without disappointment, to the execution of my plans.

We arrived at Gattikamma just before it became dark ; where,
from the coldness of the air, we found a fire more necessary than
food.

24th. This morning we were visited by several Hottentots from
Gert Kok’s kraal, which lay at the distance of a few miles north-
ward, and who had last night received intelligence of our arrival,
by. means of Kok, who happened to pass by just as we were unpacking.
Our journey had excited a considerable share of curiosity among the
Hottentots generally; as they felt more especially interested in a
road being now opened to a part of the colony with which they had not
before had any communication. The quantity of game which might
be met with along that road, formed for them, a subject of inquiry,
not less important.

We left Gattikamma before nine in the morning, and marched
at a brisk step, that we might arrive early at Klaarwater. The people
seemed to have no idea of the necessity which such a journey
imposed on us for keeping together in a body; and had, notwith-
standing my orders to the contrary, allowed themselves to straggle
and disperse in a manner which would subject us to the greatest
danger, in countries where the natives might prove less amicably
disposed, than the Bushmen among whom we had just been travel-
ling. But as it is difficult to make Hottentots sensible of the
advantages to be derived from good order, I found this likely to be a
source of some trouble ; for, though I had at starting, issued positive
instructions that we should keep together, two of my jail Hottentots,
Andries and Stuurman, continued in the afternoon, to lag behind,
till, watching the opportunity of my being some little way ahead of
the rest, they slipped away unperceived. As 1 missed them soon
afterwards, I halted and sent Juli back to make search, and bring them
on. After some delay, they came up with us, having been found
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very composedly sitting smoking their pipes under a bush; where
they had proposed to each other to remain till the evening. This, I
am willing to believe, was not done in absolute defiance of my orders,
but partly from a careless neglect of them, and partly from a wish of
having their own way and from a desire of trying how far they might
carry disobedience with impunity. Almost all my new men began
their service by making experiments to ascertain the strength of my
patience and forbearance ; and therefore made continual attempts at
slighting my regulations. This, however, was a point which I
was firmly resolved, at all hazards, to maintain against them; as
the safety of the whole depended upon subordination to their head.
Fortunately for them, they had to deal with one who was de-
termined on pursuing such measures as he conscientiously felt to
be just and right. I watched therefore with a jealous eye, every
attempt at disobedience, and considered nothing of so much import-
ance as the preservation of my authority over them: although, I
confess, there were subsequent occasions, on which this authority was
preserved merely in outward appearance.
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CHAPTER VIII

TRANSACTIONS AT KLAARWATER, AFTER THE RETURN FROM GRAFFREYNET.

Ar four in the afternoon we came in sight of Klaarwater. Ihalted
my men at the top of the ridge above the village, and, according to
colonial custom *, saluted the missionaries with twenty discharges of
our muskets, as a complimentary mode of announcing our return.
They had been yesterday apprised by a Hottentot called Lang Adam,
that we were on the road from the Kloof, and should certainly arrive
this day. But our salutation remained unanswered; not a musket
was fired to welcome us; nor did any one make his appearance to
receive us. At this, we were all naturally much surprised; as the
noise was loud enough to have awakened the whole village, had every
inhabitant been even fast asleep.

See examples of this, at pages 178 and 828 of the first volume.
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We rode up to the houses, where Gert was hastening to meet
us; and my men went forward and unpacked the baggage at my
waggons, which I rejoiced to behold once again.

None of the missionaries making themselves visible all this time,
T knocked at Mr. Anderson’s door: he at last came forward, and in
an admirably calm manner, and without the least expression of any
emotions, such as worldly men might naturally indulge in, on wit-
nessing the return of a person whom he might consider as having
risen from the dead, received me with; So, you're come back again.
It must certainly have been vexatious to him, to find all his predic-
tions respecting the dangers and difficulties of the journey, and my
failure in the object of it, falsified in the eyes of those people by
whom he wished to be thought an unerring example for their imita-
tion; and I readily admit this excuse for his feelings. Therefore
neither he nor his brother missionaries, had any reason for rejoicing
at my success and safe return ; a sentiment which, if they felt it, never
once escaped their lips during the whole time I remained at Klaar-
water ; nor did they ever allow their consistency to be compromised
by any vain curiosity respecting the occurrences of my journey; for
on this head they preserved a silence well becoming men whose minds
were occupied with better things. Nor was any reason ever given for
taking no notice of my salute. However; I met with a civil reception
from all. I know that it is the doctrine of this sect, to suppress, and
even destroy, every lively emotion, and to strive to become serious
people. But for my part, I never could bring my mind to so serious
a state as to avoid being extremely glad at finding myself, with all my
men, safely arrived at Klaarwater, or to avoid being equally rejoiced
at getting away from it.

After a little time Kramer and Jansz made their appearance. I
delivered a letter from Mr. Kicherer, and gave them some Cape news-
papers. In return I received, what was most acceptable, three packets
of letters, one of which was from England, and brought, as I have
mentioned, by the men who returned with the horses from the
Roggeveld. To these I had a fortunate opportunity of replying im-
mediately, by means of some Hottentots going to Kok’s Kraal, a place
about nine or ten days journey lower down the Gariep. These people
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being in connexion equally with Klaarwater and with the Kamiesberg,
undertook to forward letters for the missionaries into the Colony ;
and mine, being put into the same packet, reached ultimately their
destination.

Gert and Hannah, were both in excellent condition, having had
nothing to do but to sit by the waggons and fatten themselves. They
informed me that my waggons were in all respects in the state as
when I left them. I was, however, much vexed at hearing that the
Hottentot named Cupido Kok had taken my great rifle-gun with him
to Litaakun ; the consequence of which was, that I lost the use of it
during my whole journey in the Interior. This man having greatly
admired the gun, I consented to lend it him till we returned from
Graaffreynet, as it was too heavy to be constantly carried in the hand §
and as he offered to supply its place with a lighter musket. I gave
him at the same time a pound of gunpowder, for which he engaged
to let Gert have either game or a sheep in our absence; but this, I
now was told, he had not done.

I made my complaint to the missionary, but soon dropped the
subject, as I found that the man had been baptized, and that it was
not pleasant to hear a bad character given to one of whom he held a
good opinion.

I had given Gert at my departure, a quantity of powder and ball,
with which he might obtain a supply of provisions during part of the
time; but the person to whom he entrusted it, returned him no more
than half a springbuck. Captain Kok, however, had fulfilled his
promise, and had allowed him to have as many goats, on my account,
as he required.

Although two of my men were sent out hunting every day, and
their powder-horns were frequently replenished, we nevergotmorethan
one springbuck during our stay at this village. It beingknown that I
had plenty of gunpowder, I was beset in various ways, and have little
doubt that in this particular, as well as in provisions, my own men
were often successfully solicited to betray their trust; as they never
reported having missed aim, so often as when we were in the neigh-
bourhood of the Klaarwater Hottentots. Keyser, whom I had sent
back from the Kloof to the river, for our hatchet, which he had care-
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lessly left behind, returned on the third day with an empty horn, and
with the story of his having lost all his powder and ball, and shot
nothing : this might be accounted for by his having passed through
The Kloof, and afterwards taken a circuit round by Grootedoorn.

25th. My oxen, which had been left under the care of Abram
Abrams, were brought that I might see them, and as they appeared
to be in the best order, he received the promised reward; and, my
waggons being found all safe and in proper condition, Gert also
received a present as an encouragement of his fidelity.

27th. A small party of Hottentots returned home to day from a
journey to The Hart; where they had been to barter for cattle. They
had intended going to the Roode Kaffers (Red Caffres); but were
dissuaded by some Bachapins who accompanied them.

It seems to be a common maxim with all the nations of the
Interior, to oppose the wishes of any strangers desirous of visiting the
tribes beyond; always giving as a reason for doing so, that it is
dangerous to travel among people so cruel as they represent them
to be ; but their real motive is, the desire that no tribe but themselves
shall reap the advantages to be derived from trading with strangers.

June 3d. 1 had intended leaving Klaarwater in a week after my
arrival ; judging that that time would be sufficient for putting every
thing in travelling order, and for making all those arrangements which
circumstances might require. But as I had from no one the least
assistance, and as my people were more inclined to loiter among
their old acquaintances and smoke their time away, than actively to
despatch their work, I found the period of our departure, greatly to
my annoyance, prolonged from day to day, by various difficulties and
obstructions arising in one quarter or another.

The two women Hannak and Truij, who, though brought on
the journey contrary to my first intention, were still the object of
care and concern: they were to be provided for, during our absence,
whether we returned to this place, or proceeded through the con-
tinent. I, however, made their husbands manage the business as if
on their own account, well knowing that otherwise I should have
been assailed with the most unreasonable demands for gunpowder and
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ball. It was settled that they should take up their residence at
Grootedoorn, where our friend Hans Lucas, and Hendrik, very
readily promised to give them protection. I mentioned their case
to Mr. Anderson, and requested him to see that they were not in
want, and engaged to repay whatever might be advanced on their
account.

In Mr. Kramer’s care, I left a chest containing my collection of
birds, insects, botanical specimens* and drawings, to be taken to

* From the number of new plants discovered in the vicinity of Klaarwater, the fol-
lowing are selected ;

Ipomea suffruticosa, B. Catal. Geogr. 1838, Radix crassa fusiformis, vel bulbosa.
Caulis ramosus, non volubilis. Folia argentea oblongo-ovalia, (aliquando obtusa.) Flores
solitarii axillares magni speciosi purpureo-rosei. Sepala (calycis foliola) lanceolata sericea.

Makernia Linneoides, Catal. Geogr. 1878. Planta humifusa glabriuscula. Caules
filiformes. Folia orbiculata petiolata crenata. Flores aurantiaci, longé pedunculati
nutantes. Faciem habet plantulee illee borealis, ob nomen impositum colendissimze.

Cleome ozyphylla. Cat. Geog. 1887. Planta sesquipedalis subramosa, scabra punc-
tulis elevatis glanduloso viscosis. Folia longé petiolata, foliolis septenis lanceolatis utrinque
acutis. Flores flavi.

Cotyledon trigyna. C. G. 1898. Acaulis. Folia glabra complanata carnosa cuneato-
ovalia, (vel suborbiculata). Flores erecti alterni, in scapo elongato simplici (rarissimé
bifido). Corolla cylindrica purpurascens, limbo albo brevi reflexo. Faux purpurea.
Capsulze tres.

Aristida (Artkratherum) lanuginosa. C. G. 1917. Culmus solidus (perennans?).
Folia linearia striata, (apice seepills pungente) vaginis extus lanuginosis. Panicula
composita.

Chironia palustris. C. G. 1925. Herbacea acaulis. Folia plura radicalia conferta
spathulata obtusa integerrima. Scapus apice paniculatus, medio bracteis duabus linearibus
oppositis.

Asparagus suaveolens. C. G. 1956. Frutescens spinosus sesquipedalis. Caules erecti,
Rami patentes breves, spind terminati. Ramuli numerosissimi fasciculati inermes; inter
quos spinee tres patentes rectze. Folia subulata ternatim fasciculata. Flores copiosi albi
solitarii vel bini, terminales.

Celosia recurca. C. G. 2111. Folia patentia linearia collapsa, apice recurva. Flores
rubri spicati.

At this place several European plants are naturalized, having been introduced
probably by means of their sceds mixed with the corn, or with garden seeds.

Veronica Anagallis. Polypogon Monspeliensis. Per. Syn.
Epilobium tetragonum. Polygonum lapathifolium.

Juncus articulatus. Lolium temulentum,

Ranunculus philonotis, var. a., DC. Chenopodium Botrys.

Sium latifolium. &e.
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Cape Town by any of the caravan of waggons which were to accom-
pany him: and as payment for the carriage of it, Ileft a draft for
thirty rix dollars. + He promised to look after this chest in the mean
while; and engaged to take charge himself, of a hippopotamus’
tongue for my friend Mr. Hesse.

I paid the captain for the goats, sheep, and corn had of him;
and made him a present of a blue jacket, a saw, and some linen
which I purchased for him at Graaffreynet.

4th. The hook of the drag-chain belonging to my great waggon,
was found broken, and Gert having told me that the captain had
borrowed it for ploughing, at which time the accident happened, I
sent it to him to be mended, as he occasionally exercised the trade
of blacksmith. But it was soon discovered that Gert’s story was
entirely a fabrication, for the captain sent it back highly offended
at the demand, declaring that it had never been used by him. With
some trouble I found out, that it had really been lent to another
Hottentot : and when Gert was questioned why he had made up so
false a story, he replied that as, at my departure, I had desired him
to lend the captain any thing which he might want in my absence,
he thought it would make the least trouble to tell me that it was he
who broke it.

This occurrence, trifling as it was in itself, created some serious
misunderstanding for a time; and strangely enough, much irritation
against myself instead of my Hottentot. But as Mr. Anderson took
upon himself the guidance and regulation of the Klaarwater people,
I imagined that, to let all parties have a mutual explanation, would
be the shortest way of putting a stop to misrepresentations ; and ac-
cordingly, on the following day, they met at the missionary’s house,
where, it soon appearing who was to be blamed, tke captain with an
openness and honesty too rare in the Transgariepine, and at which
I was equally surprised and pleased, confessed himself in the wrong,

+ At my final return to Klaarwater I learnt to my disappointment, that this chest
still remained there, none of the waggons, as I was informed, having found it convenient
to take it.
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and begged me to excuse what he had too hastily said, and declaring
that he felt no displeasure towards any one but Gert. In these last
feelings he was better justified, as it was an act of ingratitude to one
who had, although paid for it, been kind to him in illness, and had
regularly furnished him with provisions during my absence. But I
now began to discover that this unfortunate Hottentot was a man
whose gratitude was not to be won by kindness: he appeared already
to have forgotten the treatment which he had received from me, and
which was more that of a friend than of a master: he told me that
as I had thus made an exposition of him by finding fault with him
before all the village, he should cease to be so attentive and careful
as he had hitherto always been, and should in future take no more
pains than any of the other Hottentots. The sight of the poor
fellow’s hand checked all the anger which I ought to have shown at
such a speech; and I contented myself with ordering him away.
Yet I could not but be exceedingly hurt and disappointed, at finding
symptoms of unworthiness, in a Hottentot, of whom I was so desirous
of thinking well.

5th. Every thing belonging to my waggons being at length put
in proper condition, and all our preparations and arrangements being
now completed, I gave, with the utmost satisfaction, orders to Philip
to fetch my oxen from Grootedoorn.

The missionaries obligingly sent me from their garden some
potatoes and onions for my journey, which I accepted as a very
useful present ; it being my intention to plant them in the Interior,
or give them to the natives. For this purpose I had brought a quan-
tity of peach-stones, and other seeds, from Graaffreynet; and had
also brought some potatoes from the Cape; but finding these would
not keep till I reached Litaakun, I had given them to the missionaries,
to receive fresh roots at my departure. I left in their hands, some
beads, for the purpose of paying any of the natives who might be the
bearer of my letters from the Interior, should I afterwards meet with
an opportunity of sending any to Klaarwater.

6tk. In the morning Philip returned with the oxen: but reported
that in consequence of Abram Abrams neglecting on the night before,
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to secure them, as usual, in the cattle-pound, the Wilde Honden
(Wild Dogs,) * had bitten off the tails of three. One had only lost
the brush, but the others were deprived of the whole.

This species of hyena is remarkable for hunting in regular

* Hycena venatica, B. (See the note at page 456. of the first volume.) This animal is
smaller, and of a more slender make, than either the common Striped Hyena, or the Spotted
or Crocuta. 'The general, or ground, coloris a sandy bay, or an ochraceous yellow shaded
with a darker brown. The whole body is bloatched and brindled with black, intermingled
in various parts with spots of white; and the legs are generally marked in the same
manner. All these spots and markings are exceedingly irregular, and, in some degree,
vary in’ different individuals. Its more constant marks are; a deep black stripe extending
from the nose up the middle of the face and between the ears: these, blackish both within
and without, and covered with short close hair which is sometimes very thin: at the
anterior margin of the ears, on the inside, a thin and observable tuft of whitish hairs: the
nose and muzzle, black. The tail is bushy like that of the fox, and is divided in the
middle by a ring of black, above which, or towards the insertion, the color is nearly the
same as the general tint of the body; but below, or towards the end, it is white.

The osteology of this animal throws some difficulty in the way of its generic arrange-
ment, and even raises some doubt as to the propriety of dividing the Linnsan genus
Canis by characters which might pass as merely specific, or as convenient only for a
generic subdivision. The Dog, the Wolf, and this Hyena, correspond in having six
grinders in their upper jaw: and in their lower, seven; of which the hindmost is very
small. They also agree in the form, and number, of their ribs and lumbar vertebree;
having seven of the latter. Their ribs, of which there are thirteen, are thin and narrow.
But both in the Striped, and the Spotted, Hyena, they are fifteen in number, and of an
extraordinary breadth; and are, proportionally much stronger and larger, than in any
quadruped of their size: in these, the grinders are only four, or at most five, in number:
and the lumbar vertebrae not more than five.

The present animal, therefore, with respect to its teeth, ribs and lumbar vertebree,
would be arranged in the genus Canis; from which, however, it differs by having but four
toes on each foot, and, it is said, in other essential particulars. With the genus Hyezna,
it agrees in number of toes, but differs from it in teeth and in conformation of the skeleton.
These differences were first noticed to me by Mr. Brookes, in whose valuable museum of
Comparative Anatomy, and by whose liberality, I have had an opportunity of examining
the skeletons of all these quadrupeds ; and where the animal in question is considered as
forming & new genus.

At page 222. and at the end of this chapter, are given figures of the Hyena venatica
in different positions, They were drawn from a living subject given me by my friend
Mr. Hesse; and which I kept in my possession for thirteen months, chained up in a stable-
yard. During that time its ferocious nature deterred every body from an attempt at
taming it; but it became at length so much softened in manners, as to play with a common
domestic dog, also chained up in the yard, without manifesting any desire of hurting its
companion; but the man who fed it, dared never to venture his hand upon it.
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packs: though in general a nocturnal animal, it frequently pursues
its prey by day; and as it is well formed by nature for speed, none
but the fleeter animals can escape. Sheep and oxen therefore
are more particularly exposed to its attacks: the first openly, but
the latter only by stealth, as in the present instance, surprising
them in their sleep and suddenly biting off their tails; which the
large opening and great power of their jaws, enable them to do
with ease.

I have never heard that large cattle are assaulted by them in
any other way; but the loss of their Zail is a cruel inconvenience
to cows and oxen, in a country where the warmth of the climate
subjects them to great annoyance from flies. The colonists are
aware of this inconvenience, and have the good sense to allow all
their horses to enjoy the use of this most serviceable appendage.
There cannot be a greater proof of bad taste and thoughtless cruelty,
than, in viewing so beautiful an animal as the horse, so far to pervert
all reason and sound judgment, as to consider that a mutilated
stump is more handsome than the fine flowing brush which Nature,
from whose works all our ideas of taste and beauty ought to be
derived, has wisely bestowed. And it is to be hoped that we may
yet live to see the time, when this error and folly will be utterly
exploded.

Before we started, I sent for Gert to the waggon; and after
giving him some useful, but mild, admonitions relative to the faithful
discharge of his duty, in showing, by due respect at least, that he
had not forgotten all the former kindness of his master, I told him
that, wishing that the whole of my party should commence the journey
in mutual goodwill, it was my intention to overlook all which had
passed, and that I would request Mr. Anderson to use his persuasion
in making peace with the captain.

To this end, he was permitted to remain at Klaarwater till the
next day, as he could, on horseback, easily overtake us; and the
same permission was given to Cornelis and Van Roye, that they
might remain still a few hours longer with their friends. The latter
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was well known to many of the Hottentots here, as he had a son
living under the protection of one of the families; and whom he
now owned, though ashamed and displeased at finding that he knew
much more of the Hottentot language, than of the Dutch.

At taking leave of their husbands, the two women shed tears,
as if about to part for ever: and I confess that had I not believed
in the probability, as well as possibility, of our advancing through to
the western coast, I would have allowed them to accompany us. I
promised that I would not take their husbands where there was
evident danger, and assured them that we should return safe; but I
cautioned them not to be uneasy if we remained absent longer than
we expected, as it was quite uncertain, and depended upon circum-
stances, whether I should feel disposed to travel as expeditiously as
possible through these countries, or whether I should proceed only at
a slow rate. When I told them, they might rely on my taking as
much care of the men as of myself, and that they should not be
intentionally exposed to danger, Hannah in her usual manner, re-
plied with a word, but Truy expressed herself warmly thankful.

In taking leave of the missionaries, my thanks were due for many
little civilities: to Mr. Jansz I considered myself indebted for some
friendly acts, which I have already mentioned ; nor am Iless grateful
for whatever attentions Mr. Anderson or Mr. Kramer thought proper
to show me: nor do I remember without pleasure, my obligation
to Mrs. Anderson’s kindness. Little was said at parting; and it
was not without some emotion, that I finally bade farewell to the
last Europeans with whom I could possibly converse, for a long
period.

As I passed by their huts, several Hottentots were waiting to
wish me a safe journey, and Dag! Mynheer Bairsey, was their last
salutation.

When the waggons had gained the top of the ridge beyond the
village, Gert earnestly requested me to allow a parting salute to be
fired, and assured me that he knew the inhabitants would not leave
it this time unanswered. At first, I deemed it wiser to save my
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powder, than to waste it in mere form ; but my people on this occa-
sion, were extremely desirous of testifying an affectionate farewell
to the various friends and acquaintances which so long an abode at
this settlement, had given them an opportunity of forming. I there-
fore gave them leave to fire a dozen discharges; soon after which,
seven or eight from different quarters, were given us in return.
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CHAPTER IX.

JOURNEY IN THE COUNTRY OF THE KORAS, FROM KLAARWATER TO
SENSAVAN.

It was about four in the afternoon, when we took our last view of
Klaarwater, and had fairly entered upon our journey into the Interior.
The hills on this side of the country were well covered with shrubs *,
though no where so thickly as to impede travelling.

Although I'intended to make but a short stage the first day, night
overtook us on the road, and extreme darkness, added to deep ruts
and holes, required our greatest care to avoid overturning the
waggons. That no accident of this kind might happen on the first
day, which would have been interpreted as a bad omen, I preceded
on foot to discover the more dangerous places, in time to warn the
drivers, and leaders. Philip was the driver of the great waggon, and
Juli of the other; and their leaders were Stuurman and Andries: an

* Chiefly a Tarchonanthus like T. camphoratus, Spartium cuspidosum, and Rhus
tridactyle a shrub of very delicate and pleasing appearance.
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arrangement which was preserved during the greater part of our
travels in the Transgariepine.

Meeting thus with a deep hole, I called to the other driver
who was at some distance behind, and directed him how to avoid it.
We continued for some time to lead the way, till a signal from Juli’s
whip, announced that some occurrence there required our presence.
On going back we found that the leader had carelessly brought the
waggon into the very place which had been pointed out. It fortunately
was not quite, though very nearly, overturned; but it was not
possible for the oxen to drag it out. Spades and pickaxes were im-
mediately fetched from the other waggon, and after an hour's work,
the obstructing earth was sufficiently cleared away, and the hole filled
with bushes, to admit of the vehicle being drawn safely out.

Without any further accident, we arrived at Moses’ Fountain,
between eight and nine. Near this spring resided the Hottentot
named old Moses, whose cattle were at that time under the care of
some Bachapins whom he had engaged in his service. These men
had constructed for themselves two neat huts of bushes covered with
grass. They were curious to learn from my men, what were my
plans, and what was the object of my visiting their country; but
I considered it more prudent to caution my people against giving
them too much information.

‘Tth. On rising this morning, I discovered that all the Hottentots,
excepting Stuurman, were absent. His story was, that they were all,
excepting Andries who was attending the oxen, gone in search of the
sheep which had strayed away in the night. Speelman, however, who
had been yesterday sent to Cupido Kok’s place at Taaibosch Fountain*,
arrived soon afterwards, with my oxen, having met them four miles
off, wandering by themselves, without any herdsman within sight.
In driving them home, he met two of the people on the search,
who confessed that the oxen were early in the morning loosened

* Taaibosck (Tough-bush) is a Dutch name given to several species of Rius. This
name was also given to a Kora captain or chieftain, hereafier mentioned on the 29th of
July.

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



1812. A FALL OF SNOW. 235

from the waggons, to which they had been made fast during the
night, and turned to graze without any one to watch them. Stuur-
man, thinking I should be less angry at their neglecting the sheep
than the oxen, had fabricated his story with that view: yet so far
he was correct, that the sheep had also gone astray. But the greatest
cause of vexation was, the discovering at our first setting out, that
I had those with me, on whose word no dependence could be placed,
and who were capable of deceiving their master, on the most trifling
necessity.

My object in sending Speelman to Taaibosch, was to fetch the
bullet-mould belonging to the gun which had been lent me by Cupido
in the place of my great rifle; and to demand from his wife the
sheep which was due for the gunpowder. But neither of these
objects were obtained, as the woman was not at home, and old
Daniel, who was left in charge of the place, refused to give
them up.

When the oxen came home, it was too late to commence a
day's journey, as the rest of the people did not return till the even-
ing, and after a fatiguing and, on their part, fruitless search.

The weather of this day, might seem extraordinary in the
twenty-ninth degree of latitude: the mercury in the thermometer,
did not rise above 36; and, during the whole day, there was a
light fall of snow attended with a chilling wind. This was the
only time I have seen snow northward of the Gariep. It entirely
whitened the ground, and remained unmelted till the next morning.
This appearance was so unusual to an eye accustomed to Africa,
that I viewed it as an interesting sight; but probably some un-
perceived association of ideas induced me to think so, as the weather
was, to bodily feeling, so extremely cold, that it was found painful
and scarcely to be endured without the assistance of a watch-coat,
and the fur coverlet, the value of which latter as a warm covering,
had been well proved during my return from Sneeuwberg, and was
now considered as an indispensable article of a traveller’s baggage.
To him who may enter on a similar expedition, I would recommend
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it, with the certainty of his feeling as thankful for the hint, as I my-
self am to the person from whom I first received it.

8th. In the morning Van Roye arrived alone, the other horses
having strayed away; but he left Cornelis and Gert, with several
people in search of them. As they were expected soon to over-
take us, I ordered the oxen to be immediately yoked; and per-
mitted Van Roye, who complained of being unwell, to ride forward,
and make the best of his way to our next station.

The country was open, and in many places abounding in bushes;
but might every where be traversed with waggons; the tracks of
which leading from Klaarwater to the different outposts, were crossed
several times this day; and by following one of them as our guide
over the plain, we were drawn considerably out of our way.

Discovering, at length, that it was conducting us to one of the
kraals under Langberg (Long Mountain) a lofty and very extensive
mountain in sight to the west, we turned again eastward and, after
wandering in uncertainty for some time, fell in with the direct road
from Gattikamma to Ongeluks Fountain: a track, however, very little
beaten.

In this part of the country, I found, for the first time, a very
beautiful species of Acacia, most remarkable for its low growth;
being seldom more than a foot and a half in height, and of an her-
baceous nature, the stems dying down to the ground every year.
Yet its leaves, bunches of flowers, and pods, were larger than any
of the arborescent species. It was not at this time in flower, but
was afterwards met with in abundance in the sandy plains farther
in the Interior; where I discovered that its roots constituted a
favorite food with the elephant. * Its Sichuana name is metsiss@nni.

* Acacia elephantina, B. Catal. Geogr. 2410. Planta herbacea sub-bipedalis, inermis,
glabra. Radix longissima lignosa. Caules pauci simplices, erecti, annui. Folia bipin-
pata, pinnis 12-jugis. Foliola lanceolata et lineari-lanceolata, (seepe apice rotundato,)
circiter 20-juga. Spicae-elongatee cylindricee, solitariee, axillares. Flores herbacei coloris.
Antherarum apices glanduliferi; glandula decidua. Legumen maximum (7-pollicare),
compressum bivalve.
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Ongeluks Fontein (Accident Fountain) being an inhabited place,
it was to be expected that firewood would not, at night, easily be
found near the kraal, and my men, therefore, took the precaution,
when passing a spot where bushes abounded, to load up in the
waggon, enough for our use till morning: as we found, it would be
dark before we arrived there. This spring derived its name from the
circumstance of a Hottentot having here lost his life by the gun of
one of his companions accidentally exploding; by which he was
severely wounded : yet there appeared, it was said, every favorable
chance of his recovery, until the report of a musket, thoughtlessly
discharged too near him, threw the unfortunate man into so violent a
state of alarm and agitation, that his death soon followed.

9th. At Ongeluks Fountain, about fifteen huts placed irregularly,
and dispersed so wide apart that some were out of sight of the
others, form a kraal or oufpost where many of the Klaarwater
Hottentots reside with their cattle, as long as any pasturage can be
found in the vicinity. Its size, and the number of its inhabitants,
are, like those of all the Hottentot outposts, so fluctuating that some-
times the spot is quite deserted : nor does it seem that at any season,
the least attempt at cultivation is ever made here; as the ground no
where appeared to have been broken.

Van Roye, unknown to me, had passed the night at one of the
distant huts; and though he heard us arrive, he left me till this
morning in some anxiety on account of his absence. I should have
supposed that his visit to Europe, and the instructions which he had
received, would have taught him the propriety of letting me know
that he was at the kraal ; but he came to the waggons the next day
without making any excuse, or even a remark.

Speelman, Platje, and Keyser, with the same Hottentot uncon-
cern, made their appearance in the morning after having also passed
the night at one of the huts. This kind of apathy is very common
among Hottentots,and forms one of the unpleasant features of their
character.

I had yesterday sent them a second time to Taaibosch for the
sheep, of which we were beginning to be in want, as my flock was
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already reduced to six; and gave them a message urging the neces-
sity of its being delivered to us, especially as it was our due. Daniel,
therefore, paid them their demand, although, as he said, Cupido had
gone away, without leaving any instructions at home respecting the
debt.

At noon Gert and Cornelis arrived from Klaarwater with the
horses. I now congratulated myself on beholding at length, my
whole party removed away from that village ; a place, of which the re-
collection afforded me but little pleasure. The numerous vexatious
occurrences and disappointments which I there met with, put my
patience severely to the trial; while, to counterbalance these, few
circumstances were found, to give my mind those agreeable im-
pressions which I had anticipated when in Cape Town. The reality
was indeed, different from the picture. But-—1I had now quitted
it, and began to feel at ease again.

My men were this day employed chiefly in trying their guns,
and in putting every thing relating to them, in proper order. It was
established as a standing regulation, that the oxen should never,
excepting through want of pasturage, be suffered to graze out of
sight of the waggons; and that they should every night be made
fast.

Speelman, whose future employment on the journey, was to be
that of hunting, went out this morning, and in a few hours, returned,
having shot a zebra; which, however, could not be fetched home till
the next day. This meat though much eaten by Hottentots, is, as
already noticed, rejected by the colonists: my two baptized men,
therefore, informed me, that they were unable to eat it; and, as
they declared that it always created a nausea, I suffered a sheep to
be killed, as we had no other game to give them. I thus soon began
to perceive, that I had with me, two men who were of a class supe-
rior to Hottentots.

10th. It having been previously agreed on, that my interpreter
Mouchinka should join me at this place, I sent off Philip, Speelman,
and Stuurman, at sunrise to find their way to Willem Casper’s (or
Jafter's) under the Langberg, where he was residing ; to let him know
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that we were waiting for him. This place had been pointed out to
us, as bearing due west from Ongeluks; and, as it was at the distance
of a long day’s journey over a wild country, I delivered out to these
three, a supply of ammunition for their defence, as well as for the
purpose of shooting any game which might be met with on their
return,

11th. At noon a waggon and party of Hottentots, halted for a
few minutes, on their way from Klaarwater to Casper’s kraal, where
they reside. These people are naturally, or habitually, fond of
journeying about from one kraal to another; and in this occupation
they have worn down tracks across the country, which in several
places, assume the appearance of regular roads. That which leads,
from the Roggeveld is sufficiently beaten, if seen by daylight, to guide a
stranger to Klaarwater: and itis probable that in time, the road which
we had now opened to Graaffreynet, will become equally beaten.

The Hottentots who were lying here at this time with their
families and cattle, possessed a great number of goats; but I saw
among them no sheep. The former, requiring less care, and being at
the same time less difficult to manage, are better suited to the indo-
lence of these people; although the preference which they give to
mutton, on account of its greater abundance of fat, is an inducement
for rearing sheep; of which they might in these extensive pastures,
breed innumerable flocks, if they possessed the prudence to refrain
at first from using them too freely. The whole number of their
cattle at this place, large and small, appeared to be about two
hundred.

Observing a family busied in taking their house to pieces, I
amused myself in watching the progress of their work, supposing
they were about to pack it up and depart; but as soon as this
was done, they carried all the materials, after having well beaten
them, to a distance only of a few yards; where they soon erected
it again, The whole operation of pulling down, removing, and
building up, occupied no more than six hours; and it might pos-
sibly bave been done in much less time. On inquiring the reason
of what I thought an odd whim, their thus taking so much trouble,
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and only to move so short a distance, one of the women convinced
me of their having very good cause for changing the place, as the
spot was swarming with fleas. This is a domestic misfortune very
common among Hottentots ; and as the active little insect is always
found to be too powerful, they endure this ejectment, as one of the
unavoidable evils of life, and quietly retreat, leaving their numerous
enemies in possession of the field. In warm dry climates these
insects are every where troublesome, the Dutch colonists, who in
general are far from being neglectful of domestic cleanliness, are
in the summer, obliged frequently to sprinkle their floors with
water; a method which is found to be effectual for driving them
away. But the Hottentots, to save themselves this daily trouble,
prefer that of occasionally removing their huts altogether.

12th. In many parts of the plain, in the neighbourhood of this
spring, the surface is thickly strewed ‘with stones of quartz; among
which are some having the nature of chalcedony, chert in nodules,
and some containing thallite.

Here for the first time, I saw trees of a remarkable species of
acacia, having thick brown thorns and an oval pod of a solid mealy
substance within, and which never opens as those of other acacias:
in this singularity resembling only the Acacia atomiphylla, from
which, however, it differs in most other respects. The head of this
tree is thick and spreading, and of a form and appearance which
distinguish it at a great distance from the other trees of the country.
It is called Kameel-doorn (Camelthorn), because the camelopardalis
browses chiefly on it : but its more proper name is Mokdala; and by
this, itis known to all the Bichuana nations. The general form and
character of this tree, will be better understood by referring to the
fifth and sixth plates of this volume. It is one of the largest in these
regions, greatly exceeding the common Cape acacia, though closely
resembling it in flower and foliage, but differing in growth, and by
abounding only in dry plains and sandy deserts; while the common
Karro-thorn is found principally on the banks of rivers. Its wood is
excessively hard and heavy; of a dark or reddish brown color; and,
is used by the Bichuanas for their smaller domestic utensils, such as
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spoons, and handles of knives. There are some other undescribed
species which resemble it in form and growth, and, though botanically
distinct, are by the Hottentots, confounded with it under one name ;
but the pod alone is sufficient to make this particular sort easily
known from the rest. The technical name, therefore, of Acacia
giraffe is adopted for this, although equally applicable to other
species.

The principal shrubs about Ongeluks Fountain, are the Tar-
chonanthus, the Hookthorn, the Karrothorn, and a dwarf Acacia*
called Siki by the Bichuanas. This last, which is about two or three
feet high, is remarkable from the circumstance of its trunk or stem
running just beneath the surface of the earth, and from which arise
a multitude of shoots or branches. The spring affords an abundant
supply of water at all seasons.

In the vicinity, a number of Meerkats have their burrows: these
are a species of squirrel 1 of about the size of our common squirrel.
It has no outward ears, and its body is very thinly covered with short
coarse hair, which is brittle and may easily be rubbed off; but the
tail, which is longer than the body, is furnished with long spreading
hairs as in the European kind. It was seen to live chiefly on the
roots of plants, which it scratched up with its fore feet. It is
common in some parts of the Colony, and being a pretty little
animal, is sometimes domesticated.

The mountains which form the-range called Langberg (Long-
Mountain,) are in view from this place, notwithstanding they were,
according to the report of the Hottentots, above thirty miles distant.
During the last days of our stay here, they were not visible, on account
of the great depth of hazy vapour arising from the intervening plains.

* Acacia stolonifera, B. Catal. Geogr. 2188. Caules subterranei stoloniferi. Ramuli,
folia, et etiam spinse, pubescentia. Folia bipinnata. Pinnse 8—7-jugee. Foliola oblongo-
lanceolata 7—15-juga. Spine gemine stipulares albidee patentes, apicibus fuscis sub-
recurvis. Flores flavi in capitulis axillaribus pluribus (2—6) globosis pedunculatis.
Legumina recta, flava, obliqué striata, cava.

+ Mentha Capensis, was found growing by the side of the spring, even at this dis-
tance in the Interior: and in the water I discovered a species of anickellia, which
corresponded with the description of 2. dentata.

1 Sciurus Capensis.
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They appeared to be very lofty, and it was said that on the other
side there is little descent, the country continuing at the same
high level : which fact, as the air must there be colder than in the
lower plains about Klaarwater, has induced the Hottentots to keep
their horses there during the season of the paardeziekte (horse-dis-
temper). The plains on the other side, are called by the name of
Zandveld (Sand-country). There is another elevated tract between
Langberg and The Kloof, where horses are also kept, and which is
therefore named Paardeberg (Horse-mountain). Respecting the
regions lying westward from Zandveld, I could obtain no information.

18th. Stonebucks were met with in the surrounding plains; two
of them were shot by Juli, who soon began to prove himself a good
marksman, a qualification which Hottentots in general are very
desirous of acquiring, and which they consider as one of the most
valuable and important.

The three men whom I had sent to fetch Muchunka, did not
return till this morning, having found the journey to Langberg,
longer than they were able to perform in one day. Their powder-
horns were empty, all their bullets gone, and yet they had shot
nothing: to account for which, they asserted that they had missed
their aim every time they fired. But they had been at an outpost of
Klaarwater people ; and this was the true cause of all their ammuni-
tion being gone. What they got in return for it, I could not discover;
it is probable that the people at the Kraal required it of them, as an
act of friendship from one Hottentot to another. There are two
things much wanting with many of these Hottentots, and which, it is
to be hoped, the missionaries will not think too much beneath the
notice of evangelical teachers to instruct them in the best mode of
acquiring: these are, veracity and a conscientious discharge of the
moral duties.

However, their arrival, with or without ammunition, gave me
much pleasure, when I saw that Muchunka was with them ; as I had
long been greatly in fear that when the time for his services arrived,
it would be found that he also had been dissuaded from venturing to
accompany us: but fortunately for me, he was 2 man not much
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1812. STRENGTH OF THE PARTY. 243

wanted, and of no particular importance to the settlement. I was
glad to add to my party, not only an interpreter, but a person whose
manners were a little more lively than those of Hottentots; and I
hoped therefore that his presence would give some animation to our
fireside.

Mr. Anderson, who was desirous of having e drawing of Klaar-
water, had requested that I would make one for him. With this
I readily complied, as he engaged expressly that it should not be
sent to Europe before I arrived there myself, and that it should
not, at all events be engraved from. As I was exceedingly anxious
to quit that village, I was unwilling to delay my departure on this
account ; but promised to finish it at Ongeluks, while waiting for
Muchunka’s arrival. This promise I now performed; and sent the
drawing by one of the Hottentots of the out-post, who returned to
Klaarwater on the following day.*

14th. All the members of the party with whom the journey was
to be performed, were now at length collected together ; and amounted
only to ten Hottentots, and a native interpreter. As a'body of men
intended for their own defence, against the assaults of a hostile tribe,
this number was very insufficient ; but with a due proportion of
prudence and personal courage, they would be enough for repelling
any predatory attack ; and might in a favourable situation, be able,
with the advantage of fire-arms, to stand against a multitude of such
opponents as those men would probably be, whom we were likely to
meet, should they even prove disposed to harm us.

There was still some work to be done about the waggons, which
would have employed my people here another day, but as I wished to
remove them beyond the reach of further communication with the

* Sequel. — On my return to Cape Town, at the termination of my travels, I found
that other people had been much more expeditious than myself; for not only had the
drawing reached that town, and proceeded to England, but it had even made its way back
again; and was recognised in the form of a print engraved to be the principal
ornament of a book of Missionary Travels by a person who visited Klaarwater five months
after I finally left it, and who so much admired this drawing, that he has thought it worthy
of being published as his own.

11 2
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Hottentots of the outposts, who, I feared, might by their conversa-
tion give my new men false ideas of the dangers of our journey, I
resolved to remove to Doorn river, a distance of six miles.

Here we arrived at ten in the morning; and found merely the
bed of a river, in which water was to be met with only here and there
in a few shallow pools. A grove of large trees of the common acacia
or doornboom gave the spot a pleasant sheltered appearance. On our
way we passed a few single trees of the camelthorn which, by their
size, attracted our attention.

15th. In the middle of the night I was awakened by the barking
of some of our dogs, which continued for a considerable time: thinking
it might be occasioned by the approach of hostile Bushmen, I arose
and woke some of the people, that they might keep watch against
danger ; but we should have spared ourselves this trouble, if we had
not neglected to attend to the warious tones of barking which dogs
assume on different occasions; and should have known that it was
not men, at which they were now so much enraged. For, in the
morning one of the Hottentots found at some distance from our
station, the remains of a kaama or hartebeest, which had been
devoured by a lion: and this it was, which the dogs either heard or
scented, although none of us were able to distinguish the slightest
sound. A leg of this hartebeest'was brought home and broiled for
breakfast.

Our pack of dogs consisted of about five-and-twenty of various
sorts and sizes. This variety, though not altogether intentional, as I
was obliged to take any that could be procured, was of the greatest
service on such an expedition, as I observed that some gave notice of
danger in one way, and others, in another. Some were more dis-
posed to watch against men, and others against wild beasts; some
discovered an enemy by their quickness of hearing, others by that of
scent: some were useful only for their vigilance and barking; some
for speed in pursuing game; and others for courage in holding
ferocious animals at bay. So large a pack was not, indeed, maintained
without adding greatly to our care and trouble, in supplying them
with meat and water; for it was sometimes difficult to procure for
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them enough of the Jatter: but their services were invaluable, often
contributing to our safety, and always, to our ease, by their constant
vigilance ; as we felt a confidence that no danger could approach us
at night without being announced by their barking. No circum-
stances could render the value and fidelity of these animals so con-
spicuous and sensible, as a journey through regions which, abounding
in wild beasts of almost every class, gave continual opportunities of
witnessing the strong contrast in their habits, between the ferocious
beasts of prey which fly at the approach of man, and these kind, but
too often injured, companions of the human race. Many times when
we have been travelling over plains where those have fled the moment
we appeared in sight, have I turned my eyes towards my dogs, to
admire their attachment, and have felt a grateful affection towards
them for preferring our society to the wild liberty of other quadru-
peds. Often, in the middle of the night, when all my people have
been fast asleep around the fire, have I stood to contemplate these
faithful animals lying by their side, and have learnt to esteem them
for their social inclination to mankind. When wandering over path-
less deserts, oppressed with vexation and distress at the conduct of my
own men, I have turned to these, as my only friends, and felt how
much inferior to them was man when actuated only by selfish views.

The familiarity which subsists between this animal and our own
race, is so common to almost every country of the globe, that any
remark upon it must seem superfluous ; but I cannot avoid believing
that it is the universality of the fact which prevents the greater part
of mankind from reflecting duly on the subject. While almost every
other quadruped fears man as its most formidable enemy ; here is
one which regards him as his companion, and follows him as his
friend. We must not mistake the nature of the case: it is not
because we train him to our use, and have made choice of him in
preference to other animals; but because this particular species
feels a natural desire to be useful to man and from spontaneous
impulse attaches itself to him. Were it not so, we should see
in various countries an equal familiarity with various other
quadrupeds ; according to the habits, the taste, or the caprice
of different nations. But every where it is the dog only, which
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246 MAKING CARTRIDGES. 15, 16 Juxe,

takes delight in associating with us, in sharing our abode, and
is even jealous that our attention should be bestowed on him
alone: it is he, who knows us personally, watches for us and warns
us of danger. It is impossible for the naturalist, when taking a
survey of the whole animal creation, not to feel a conviction that
this friendship between two creatures so different from each other,
must be the result of the laws of Nature; nor can the humane and
feeling mind avoid the belief that kindness to those animals from
which he derives continued and essential assistance, is part of his
moral duty. To me, during my travels, the korse and the oz were
scarcely less the objects of my admiration and gratitude; and his
patient performance of his unceasing and daily labors, strongly
attached the latter to me.

As the expeditious loading of our muskets, might, under a variety
of circumstances, be of the greatest importance, I employed six
of the people in making cartridges ; and in the course of the morning,
we completed between two and three hundred. This being a work
with which none of my men were acquainted, I was compelled to be
their instructor and overseer.

As both Speelman and Philip had been in military service, I
concluded that they would impress their companions with a proper
idea ofythe advantages of this mode of loading. But although all
confessed that it was excellent; yet such was the influence and force
of habit and custom, that they never could be brought voluntarily to
adopt this improvement. Having first learnt from the boors, to carry
their powder in a horn, and their bullets in a kogel-tas (bullet-pouch)
they were now either too awkward, or too lazy, to practise any new
method. Though their ammunition was for a long time delivered to
them in this form, and though they always professed to follow my
instructions, I discovered that at length they frequently took the
cartridges to pieces, and loaded their guns in the old manner; in
which much powder is wasted. But during our travels in the Trans-
gariepine, I continued the use of these; although at last they were
allowed when hunting, also to carry loose powder and ball. A large
stock of cartridges, however, was always kept ready in my waggon,
in case of any sudden attack from the savages.
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Andries and Stuurman, who had been appointed to attend the
oxen and sheep at pasture, were now so neglectful of their duty, that
the latter were suffered to stray. As soon as this was discovered,
two men on horseback were sent in search, and they at length found
them at Ongeluks Fountain, a distance of six miles. As a punish-
ment for this neglect, and as an example to the others, I withheld
their rations of brandy and tobacco.

In giving to the people their usual allowance of drandy, which
was portioned so as to avoid the risk of intoxication, I noticed a
singular expedient to which they resorted in order to counteract my
precaution and to render more sensible the exhilarating effects of the
spirit. They had made agreements with each other to give up their
rations alternately; and were content to remain one turn without
any, in order that on the next they might receive a double quantity.
On coming to their fire in the evening, it was easy to perceive, by
their unusual talkativeness and animation, whose turn it had been to
have double rations.

Our biscuit and flour being all expended, we now began to
make use of, what was intended for, our last resource, and opened
the sack of rice. Afterwards, when this was all consumed, we con-
tinued from necessity, to live on animal food alone, and literally with-
out the smallest addition of any thing of a vegetable nature.

16¢h. During this day, we travelled over an open country, the
soil of which was generally a red loamy earth, thickly covered with
grass, in which the track we followed was nearly obliterated, or very
faintly marked. At this season we found the grass dried up, though
it still remained standing in the same position as when alive and
growing. As we were obliged to force our way through it much
inconvenience was experienced from its barbed seeds and triple awns,
which, adhering to my clothes, and their sharp points creeping through
to the flesh, occasioned a constant irritation.*

These plains abounded also in large bushes of Tarckonanthus;

* These were the seeds of two or three species of Aristida (Chetaria), of an Anthis-
tiria, and of different sorts of 4ndropogon.
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and were varied with frequent clumps of the Karro-thorn. It was
remarkable that, although most of the shrubs in these countries are
food for various wild animals, neither the tarchonanthus, nor any of
the species of Rhus, exhibited marks of having been browsed upon ;
a sufficient proof, that they are either unwholesome, or unpleasant
to their palate.

Those who have acquired a taste for zoological information,
will readily comprehend in what manner the footmarks of an animal
could be interesting, or afford any particular gratification such as
I experienced in this day’s journey, when they are told that we
now first distinguished the track of the tallest of all the quadrupeds
in the world ; of one which, from the time of the Romans until the
middle of the last century, was so little known to the nations of
Europe, as to have been at length considered by most people as a
fabulous creature; one not existing on the globe. No person who
has read, even the popular books of natural history, could, I think,
behold for the first time, the ground over which he is walking,
imprinted with the recent footsteps of a camelopardalis, without
feeling some strange and peculiar interest at the sight. The animal
itself was not observed, but our attention was now awakened by the
expectation of soon getting a full view of this extraordinary creature ;
and the hope of being the first of the party to see it, kept all my men
on the look-out the whole day.

Having travelled till sunset without meeting with any water, and
being assured by Muchunka that the next spring was too far to be
reached before night, we halted at a spot where a clump of acacias *
offered us a convenient shelter. Qur cattle were made fast to the
stems, and carcfully watched to prevent their breaking loose; for, as
they were unable here to quench their thirst, they would otherwise

¢ In all the preceding part of the journey, the Zarro-thorn, having been the pre-
dominant species of the genus, has been most frequently noticed by the name of acacia ;
and whenever this word may in future occur without special distinction, it is to be under
stood as intending the Acacia Capensis, already described in the first volume, at pages 195
and 196, or a species so closely resembling it, as not to be distinguished but by the botanist.
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1812 JAN BLOEM THE ROBBER. 249

by returning to our last station, have caused much delay, besides
the trouble of going back a day’s journey in search of them. We
suffered no inconvenience ourselves from this want of water, as we
had taken the precaution of filling two of our casks, before we
set out.

17th. Early in the morning we yoked the oxen to the waggons,
and, in less than two hours, arrived at a spring where there was
still abundance of good water. This was called Bloem’s Fountain,
after a man named Jan Bloem * who had formerly resided in the
Colony, but who stationed himself at this spring, and continued for
some years to lead a lawless life. He associated with him a party of
Hottentots and a considerable number of the surrounding natives ;
and, by giving them a share of the booty, induced them to assist him
in his plundering expeditions against the Bachapins and other tribes,
from whom he carried off innumerable herds of cattle, and thus, for
a long time, supported himself by successful villany and unprovoked
outrage. Tempted, at length, by the reported wealth of the Nudkketsi
nation, he made, conjointly with a Bichuana chief named Makrakki,
an attack upon their chief town; but this being situated on a hill and
therefore in some respects naturally fortified, he was completely
repulsed. It is said that his ally, whose people had formerly suffered
also from his robberies, thus disappointed in his booty and fearing
some future mischief from his dangerous associate, caused the water
at which he was then lying, to be poisoned ; and the death of this
lawless disturber, was the well merited and unlamented consequence.

On arriving at Bloem’s Fountain, we found the spot occupied by
a lion, with a lioness and her two whelps; and at the same time a
buffalo + was drinking there. On our sending the dogs to drive
them out, they all took fight; but the buffalo was pursued on
horseback by Philip, and, after a short chase, overtaken and shot.

The little waggon was immediately unloaded to fetch home the
carcass ; and I accompanied it, that I might have an opportunity of

* Already mentioned at page 6. t Bos caffer.
VOL. II. KK
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