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bellows j but I usually took with me my Hottentot, Philip, for this 
purpose, who was more amused perhaps than anyone else, and not a 
little pleased when I was obliged to tell him that I could not play 
unless he helped me j tor it often happened that, his attention being 
entirely engaged by the music, he forgot to blow. The eldest of the 
daughters could play some psalm tunes, which she had been taught 
by the person who ' worked' the organ at the church j for so I must 
term it. 

I had, previously to hearing of Bremmer's, Illade, by the clergy­
man's permission, an attempt upon that organ, attended by the 
organist himself j but was completely disappointed at finding it 
exceedingly out of order. It was however the donation of a pious 
boor of the district, to whom it had cost a considerable sum of money, 
though quite old when he purchased it. Yet, notwithstanding the 
price, it had a few defects over and above being thoroughly worn 
out: the keys were so rattling and noisy, and some so loose, and 
others so tight, that it was difficult to know what force each one 
required j and often, one or other, after being pressed down, would 
remain in that position while the pipe kept on growling, or squealing, 
till accident, or some assistance, stopped it again. 

A regular musician could hardly be found to accept a situation 
which so badly repaid his services j for this person, who played 
merely psalm tunes in a plain manner and made no pretensions 
to a voluntary, was glad to accept, in addition to his music, a trifling 
salary as assistant in the 'village-school under the clerk. 

The number of children taught in this school, was about fifty j 

and the charge was - for learning to read, including a book, one 
rixdollar a month j for writing, one more j and for arithmetic, another 
rixdollar. The master himself was allowed besides these emolu­
ments, a house and garden. 

14th. At length a polite letter from the commandant, dated at 
Bruyntjes Hoogte on the 12th, in answer to one from me on the 
31 st of the preceding month, informed me that he had written to the 
acting-Ianddrost to desire him to assist me in procuring men j and at 
the same time requested me to restore Philip to his regiment, unless 
I found him to be indispensably necessary. Now it seemed that I 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



181i. PHILIP AND SPEELMAN CLAIMED. 151 

was destined always to have favorable opportunities thrown in my 
way, for trying and proving my patience: for not more than six 
hours before the receipt of this letter, the landdrost himself had set 
out on a journey to the commandant, for the purpose of arranging 
some business which required a personal conference. Nothing there­
fore could be done with respect to my own affairs, till his return. 

As there appeared so much difficulty in obtaining men at any 
rate, I considered that giving up one out of the only two which 
remained in my service, would really be ' advancing backwards' in the 
affair which brought me to Graaffreynet. I however mentioned his 
colonel's wish to the Hottentot, and now gave him his option of being 
a soldier again, or of returning with me into the Transgariepine j but 
he had so little hesitation in the choice, that he was even uneasy at 
the idea of the bare proposal of sending him back to his regiment. 
I afterwards repeated this proposal, but as he persisted in the same 
answer j and as he had been trained to my mode of travelling, and 
was now a veteran in my service, I considered him to be 'indis­
pensably necessary.' 

Speelman also, was claimed again by a person whom he happened 
unexpectedly one day to meet in the village, and to whom he had 
formerly been hired for a twelvemonth, but had not served out the 
whole period. But he escaped from him, by promising to work 
out the remainder of the time, after his return from the present 
journey. 

During my stay here, much of the time was employed in keep­
ing my people together, and in watching to prevent their falling into 
harm. They occasioned me continual uneasiness j for as they had 
now scarcely any occupation, I greatly feared that idleness would lead 
them into disorderly habits. The money I had paid them, together 
\vith that which they derived from the sale of the shamboks cut from 
the hide of the two rhinoceroses, was to them no source of ad­
vantage j and I had the mortification of discovering that nearly the 
whole of it was spent at the pagter'.. I seldom went to the tent with­
out perceiving evident symptoms of one or other of these foolish men 
having taken too much brandy: but I have a pleasure in doing them 
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the justice to declare, that, when in a state of into:ftcation, at which 
times there would be no restraint upon vicious inclinations, they 
generally exhibited a goodness of disposition which, I shall always 
thiuk, belongs naturally to the Hottentot character. 

One day, when they were in this statet Old Hans and Speelman 
came together into my room, with hearts overflowing with zeal for 
my service and the most respectful regard for my person. The 
object of their communication was some information respecting a 
Hottentot whom they expected to persuade to join our party. Their 
solicitude for the interest of my journey, and their repeated declar­
ation that they were ready to do any thing to serve me, left nothing 
further for me to wish, but that they were sober. 

Old Cobus had saved his wages till within a day or two of our 
departure, and had nearly established himself in my good opinion, as 
a Hottentot who was careful of his property j but, unable to resist 
temptation and bad example, he faltered at last; and I found him 
one day lying in the tent, after a fit of intoxication, bewailing the loss 
of all his money. This misfortune brought him sufficiently to his 
senses, to confess that he had spent a great part of it at the pagter's j 
but that the rest, being usually kept in his hat, had been stolen away, 
while he lay in a state of insensibility, or, as he more delicately called 
it, sleep. The thief was never discovered, nor even suspected. 

One of my men appeared in his manners very different from the 
rest; he was always silent and sullen j seldom quitted the tent j and 
whenever any strangers from the village came there, as they frequently 
did for the purpose of learning some particulars of our journey, he 
used to cover himself up in his kaross and lie down in one corner as 
if asleep. On one occasion, when I ordered him to fetch some sheep 
which I had purchased at a neighbouring farm, he evinced the greatest 
reluctance to go, and, pretending that he was unacquainted with the 
road, begged that I would send another instead of him. This 
diabolical wretch had sufficient cause for desiring thus to hide him .. 
self from observation j yet, although the rest of my people sometimes 
remarked that his behaviour was strange and unaccountable, no one 
had any suspicions of his being the man whom he was afterwards 
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proved to be. I reserve the horrid story for that part of my journal 
to which it properly belongs; but I cannot without shuddering, re­
flect how often my life has been in his hands j nor remember without 
gratitude, the protection of Providence, which shielded me during my 
travels, from the many dangers, both seen and unseen, to which I 
have been exposed. This miscreant was he whom we have called 
Old Daniel. 

15th. From so irregular a mode of passing their time, my people 
fell into a neglect of, or rather an inattention to, the only duty 
required of them during our stay; and I was therefore not sur­
prised at being told that al1 the oxen were missing. I despatched 
men in parties, to seek in different directions; and it was not till the 
seventh day of their search, that all were recovered. One of these 
animals, influenced by its long habits of sleeping by the waggons and 
of lying down to rest near our fires and in the society of men, 
returned home of its own accord: the rest were at last discovered at 
a distant place, grazing in company with a large herd belonging to 
the village. 

011 one of the days while the men were engaged in this search, 
one party was sent to explore the mountains; and, as tigers were 
said to haunt those places, they took the dogs with them for safety. 
Baboons" are also met with here in great numbers j and unfortunately 
the dogs, through a natural antipathy to this tribe of animals, pursued 
a small company, which turned upon them, and defended themselves 
most effectually. They killed one of the dogs on the spot, by biting 
it through the jugular artery j and another, they severely disabled by 
tearing a large piece of flesh out of its sjde j so that, a part of the 
ribs was laid bare. 

18th. In the preceding fortnight, the weather had been dry and 

• Cercupitkecw rR'sinus. I have taken the specific name from Pennant, as being suf. 
ficiently characteristic, but have not perceived the necessity for adopting the generic name 
of CJJnocepkalUl proposed by euvier. In this, I am supported by the opinion of the 
learned Illiger, who says "Anne genus Cercopithecorum cum sequente (CynocephaIo­
rum) jungendum." Prod. Syst. Mamm., p. 69. 
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pleasant; but in the course of the following week, much rain fell : 
and for the remainder of my stay at this village, I was troubled con­
tinually with a 'cold in the head,' a complaint which had never 
attacked me while nightly sleeping in the open air. In this, the 
powerful effect of habit, on the bodily constitution, was remarkably 
exemplified; while, on the other hand, it proved that luxuries, as the 
convenience of sleeping in a warm bedroom might now be considered, 
may be attended with disadvantages. 

19th. During my residence at Graaffreynet, I had constant 
opportunities of noticing Mr. Kicherer's extraordinary zeal in religion, 
and unremitted attention to the duties of his situation. Through his 
exertions religious assemblies took place every day in the week, either 
in the church, or at the meeting-house, or at private dwellings; and 
similar meetings of females were conducted by his lady. Four times a 
year, he undertook journeys through his district for the purpose of· 
holding these assemblies in various places, for the convenience and 
instruction of those whom distance prevented from coming to the 
church. These pastoral visits were calJed huisbezoekings, or domici. 
liary visitations. Though enthusiasm in the evangelical cause is 
not an uncommon sentiment; I have no hesitation in believing 
Mr. Kicherer's religious feelings to have been as sincere as they were 
warm, and that his labors were directed by an earnest desire for the 
diffusing of the Gospel. 

23rd. The landdrost, whose arrival I had been long expecting, 
did not return till yesterday j and this afternoon he sent to inform 
me that jive Hottentots were waiting at his house ready to engage 
themselves in my service. Rejoiced at this agreeable intelligence, I 
repaired thither, immediately, and found them not only willing, but 
even desirous of undertaking the journey, as he had urged every 
favorable circumstance to encourage them, and was himself equally 
desirous that I should hire them. He fixed the wages which they were 
to receive j and to these, they instantly agreed. I therefore believed 
myself to be fortunate in having at length obtained the object of 
my visit to the Colony, and was happy at finding the affair thus at 
length settled. They had not, indeed, the looks of Hottentots of the 
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description I required; yet, as the landdrost assured me they would 
all prove valuable servants, I had no hesitation in engaging them j 
although three appeared to be mere boys. On the following day they 
presented themselves at my tent, ready for the journey; and I then 
paid to each one, a portion of his money in advance. 

24th. Through Mr. Kicherer's recommendation and assistance, I 
also engaged two other Hottentots, or rather Half-Hottentots, who 
were considered to be of a much superior class, as having been baptized 
and taught to read: on this account I agreed to pay them a salary 
double that of my ordinary men. 

The name of one, was Cornelis Goei'lnan the offspring of a Hot­
tentot man and the daughter of a Dutch colonist; a mixture as rare, 
as the converse is common; most of the l\iixed-Hottentots, in whom 
there is any Dutch blood, deriving it from the father, but very seldom 
from the mother. He was taller than the usual stature of men of his 
father's race, his complexion was fairer, and features nearly European; 
but his hair was still as woolly as that of a negro, though much less so 
than in the genuine Hottentot. 

The other, was Jan Van Roye (or Van Rooyen), a man formerly 
well known in England and Holland, as one of the three Hottentots 
who were brought to Europe about the year 1803 by Mr. Kicherer, 
and exhibited as specimens of missionary con version. The names of 
these three, it may be recollected, were Martlla, Mary and John. 
They excited great interest among tbe curious, more especially among 
the favorers of missionary labours j and met with much notice from 
all J:"anks of the community. Mary , or, as she "ras here called, Mietje, 
was the wife of John, or Jan Van Roye. After Mr. Kicherer's return 
from Europe, John, together with Mary and Martha, remained for 
some years under his protection as domestic servants j and were 
treated, as it will readily be supposed, with the greatest indulgence 
and kindness. But at length, Jan and his wife, giving way to their 
propensity to that ruinous vice, inebriety, and proving in other 
respects immoral and undeserving, their protector found himself 
compelled to put them out of his house j although he still continued, 
with benevolent feelings towards them, to watch over their--conduct. 

x2 
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The candour with which he exposed to me the faults of these 
two men, is highly to be admired. He apprised me that they were 
too fond of brandy, and that, as they could always have access 
to the pakter's, they often, at Graaffreynet, proved troublesome 
and refractory; but that, in the journey they were about to under­
take and where they could have neither temptation nor the means 
of gratifying that propensity, he did not doubt that they would be 
found valuable servants ; especially as they were baptized and knew 
the Christian dnties; qualifications which he naturally urged as a 
strong inducement for preferring them to ordinary lIottentots. 

The truth of this account of their defects, was proved on the very 
same evening; for Cornelis made his appearance at the parsonage, in 
a state of complete intoxication, and had probably been induced 
to over-indulgence in his propensity, by the prospect of the wages 
of his new service. Both the minister and the landdrost, with the 
view of putting some check upon his excesses, had very wisely, 
though not perhaps legally, as the man was by his baptism entitled 
to the same privileges as the Dutch colonists, forbidden the pakter 
to sen him any brandy, unless he produced a paper signed by the 
one or the other, specifying the quantity which they allowed him to 
purchase; according to a colonial regulation framed, expressly for 
Hottentots, but which, I fear, is too often neglected. In this state, 
the man, finding his demands for more brandy, resisted by the 
pakter, flew to the landdrost; and, with violent and impertinent 
language, insisted on having his right. That step not availing him, 
he came to the minister, and in a turbulent indignant tone, asked 
what right anyone had to restrain him as if he were a Hottentot: 
Was he not a Christian! and could he 110t haye as much brandy as 
he pleased, without being obliged to ask leave of any man 1 

As these two people, but more particularly Jan Van Roye, 
might, from the instruction they had received, easily be believed to 
possess a degree of knowledge much superior to other Hottentots, I 
conceived they might, in an equal degree, prove superior to them 
in usefulness j and was, therefore, satisfied at having engaged them, 
as I could have little to fear from a disposition to drunkenness, in 
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countries where they would find nothing to drink but water. To 
lose no time in securing them for my service, I took them im­
mediately to the office of Mr. Muller the District-.secretary, where 
they were bound for the term of my journey, not in the form~ 
customary for Hottentots, but a regular stamped agreement. 

Soon after my arrival at GraafFreynet, Mr. Menzies had men .... 
tioned to me a German at that time with the 'commando' on the 
CafFre frontier, as a man who would probably be willing to serve me, 
and might be found useful in superintending my Hottentots and in 
looking after my cattle and waggons j therefore conceiving that such 
a person would be of great assistance, Mr. Menzies, at my desire, 
obligingly took the trouble of ascertaining his readiness to accompany 
me. Mr. Andries Stackenstrom, who, three yeaTS R.fl.p.1"Wards, became 
landdrost of Graaffreynet, was at that time on duty in the eastern 
districts as an officer of the Cape regiment, and, when informed of 
my wish to hire this man, who belonged to the detachment of which 
he had the command, he took the very friendly part, with the con­
currence of Colonel Lyster, of granting his release from the militia, 
as he happened fortunately to be one of the disposable force j and 
without delay, sent him to Graaffreynet, where he arrived on th~ 14th. 

This German had formerly been a corporal in the Dutch East 
India Company's service, and having lived many years in the Colony, 
had travelled over a great part of it. He expressed himself exceed­
ingly pleased at the idea of a journey into the Interior, and made 
promises of the utmost obedience and fidelity: he was, however, 
very illiterate. His place of residence was on Sneeuwberg; but 
he appeared to have, on what account I could not clearly discover, 
several enemies or opposers, at this village. He was free in his 
religious opinions, and it therefore was not surprising that the cler­
gyman, who had recommended the two Hottentots as valuable ser­
vants because they were Christians, should dissuade me from taking 
a man professing such sentiments: and in this he acted ,vith a con­
sistency becoming his professions. Among others who thre\v dif­
ficulties in his way, on this occasion, was the acting-landdrost, 
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Paul Mare *, who raised my suspicions as to the motives of his readi. 
ness to accompany me j and proposed, as a security for his good beha­
viour and to prevent his desertion on thejourney, that he should. sign a 
bond in the penalty of confiscation of all his property, on Sneeuwberg. 
This bond was to be deposited at the drostdy j and to be, either 
acted upon, or cancelled, agreeably to a certificate which I was to 
give him at the termination of the- journey. To this arrangement 
the man would on no account consent; because no one, he said, 
could be answerable for the use that might in his absence be made 
of the bond, although the property it involved was of little value: 
nor could my promise of giving him immediate1y the certificate, or 
a paper to counteract its effect, induce him to agree to the landdrost's 
proposal. I was therefore left in equal uncertainty, whether the 
·cause of his obstinacy might not be a consciousness of double-deal. 
ing, or whether it might really be the fear that some advantage would 
be taken of his bond. At length it was, in a few days afterwards, 
finally settled between us, that the signing of the bond should be re­
linquished, and that he should proceed home, as soon as possible, to 
arrange all his affairs for the journey j and that he should meet me 
on Sneeuwberg, at Herholdt's. 

As soon as it became known in the village, what men the land­
drost had given me, I received intimation from different quarters, 
that they were all, excepting one, known for incorrigible scoundrels, 
and the refuse of the tronk Hottentots. 

It must here be explained that the tronk, or jail, is the general 
receptacle, not only of convicted criminals, but of such Hottentots 
or slaves as are found, improperly or illega1ly wandering about the 
country, without a passport, or unable to give a credible account of 
themselves; and who are lodged there for examination, or until their 
masters or owners fetch them away. These are commonly called by 

• This is the colonial mode of expression, when mentioning the name of a boor: 
and it is not from want of respect that they always thus omit the title of Mr. when speak­
inc of a persoll of this description. 
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the colonial term of drosser. or gedrost Hottentotten (runaways). It 
is also a refuge for those who, having been illtreated by their masters, 
fly to the landdrost for redress: these are called Klagt-Hottentotten, 
or ' complaining Hottentots j' and are usually kept employed on the 
Government works, or set to labor at the drostdy, until their masters 
can be summoned to appear and answer to the charge. If this is 
clearly substantiated, the man is either released from his engagement 
with the boor, or given over to another master, or retained to work 
as a tronk Hottentot; although it often happens, when the baas's story 
is heard, that he is proved to deserve punishment, instead of redress. 
It may therefore sometimes occur, that among these tronk 't)olk (jail­
people), there may be good and deserving Hottentots, as well as 
worthless. 

Now, it happened unfortunately for me, that the selection had 
been made from those of the latter description: as it appeared from 
the best authority, that before my arrival at Graaffreynet, the land­
drost and heemraaden had resolved upon dismissing from the jail, 
nine of the least useful, or rather, the more worthless j because, as 
it was said, there could not be found at the drostdy work enough to 
employ them. Several months afterwards I discovered that one of 
them had been kept in jail for having, after running away from his 
master, joined another Hottentot of the same stamp, and lived for 
several months by stealing cattle. It was reported, how correctly 
I cannot say, that some one had remarked that such men were 
good enough for the Englishman, as neither he, nor they, would ever 
return alive. My people were often called the Englishman's dood 
'Volk (dead men) j but they assured me that, although many persons 
of the village had endeavoured to deter them, by saying that I was 
going to take them amongst the '1nen8chvreeters (men-eaters), yet they 
considered it only as a tale invented for the purpose of frightening 
them. 

25th. Having, on the following day, obtained from the same 
quarter, the names of such tronlc Hottentots as were recommended as 
fit for my journey, and whose courage and fidelity might be relied 
on, I immediately sent the German with some of my own men, to 
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ascertain if they were willing to be hired. They answered without 
hesitation that they would gladly engage themselves. On this, 
I went to the landdrost and requested that I might be allowed to 
have these men, instead of the five whom I had seen at his house j 
and at the same time intimated that I had been informed by persons 
who knew the characters of all of them, that the first set were not 
such as I ought to trust myself with. His reply was, that he must 
refer the matter to the heemraaden: which he would do on the fol­
lowing Monday; that being the regular council-day. But in the mean 
time, he assured me, that the men he had already given, were all 
trustworthy people, and that, 'on the contrary, those whom I now 
wished to hire, were some of the greatest scoundrels in the district. 

One of these last Hottentots deserves to be particularly noticed. 
He bad been waggon-d.river to Landdrost Stockenstrom, and since 
his death, had continued to work at the drostdy. I ascertained that 
his services were no longer required by that family, who spoke 
favorably of his character, and that he was resolved if possible to add 
himself to the number of my party. His name was Juli, a man of 
whose good and invaluable qualities I was not at this time aware, 
but who, during the three years and four months that he was con­
stantly with me, continued always to gain on my good opinion, and 
prove by his fidelity, how fortunate I was in taking him into my 
service. I shall not, in this place, say all that could be said in his 
favor: as I became gradually acquainted with his value, so shall his 
character be gradually unfolded in the course of my journal. The 
accompanying plate * presents both a portrait of his person, and a 
correct likeness of his features; and I hope that the physiognomist 
will not suffer himself to be misled by the want of European beauty 
or proportions in a Hottentot face, to suppose that in Juli's counte-

• Plate s. This portrait was drawn in August 1815; only a few days before I 
sailed from the Cape j but he still continued in my pay nearly two years longer j after 
which he returned with his wife and child to GraafFreynet. He is here exhibited in his 
usual drt:ss j a blue cloth jacket, leathern trowsers, a cotton handkerchief round his head, 
and another about his neck. It was by his own desire that he is represented holding 
his musket; and the position is that in which he used to carry it when approaching any 
wild animal. 
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nance may not be seen an expression of real goodness of heart. If 
he has had the same experience among that race, which I have, he 
will discover it most clearly. 

Juli was a Hottentot of the mixed race i as were also his father 
and mother. The hair of men of this class, being longer and looser 
or less in tufts, than in the genuine Hottentot, is well expressed in 
the engraving. His features do not differ very widely from those of 
the unmixed race. His age was, probably, nearer fifty than forty; 
as he was the oldest man of the party, whom I took into the In terior. 

His father lived in the vicinity of Algoa-bay, but was killed by 
the Caffres while hunting in the Zuureveld. The mother, induced 
by distress at her loss, resolved to quit a district which had been 
fatal to her husband, and removed with her two children, a girl and 
a boy, to the western side of the colony. Here she was still more 
unfortunate; for, falling in the way of a brutal colonOist who resided 
on the river which runs through that tract, he seized her children, 
then nearly grown up and strong enough to be made useful on his 
farm, and drove her away from the place, as she herself appeared too 
old to render him much service by her labor. He therefore procured 
J uli and his sister to be registered in the field-cornet's books, as 
legally bound to serve him for twenty-five years; which was in fact 
to make them his actual slaves for that time. The mother clung to 
her children, wishing to resist this unjust, seizure, and desiring to be 
permitted either to take them away, or to live on the farm with 
them; but the farmer repeatedly drove her off, and at last, with a 
resolution to deter her from coming there again, he one evening 
flogged her so unmercifully that she died the next morning! This, 
and the harsh treatment which he himself received, were sufficient 
to drive JuIi to despair; and he, in consequence, took the first 
favorable opportunity of making his escape. 

This is a tale which he several times repeated to me during my 
travels j but as the colonist is now dead, it rests alone upon his 
veracity. Yet as the word of a Hottentot gains, in general, but little 
credit in the Colony, so has his story, if he ever dared to make a 
formal complaint: which I believe he never ventured to do. If he 
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or his wife should still be living, when this volume reaches the Cape, 
I hope there will be found enough humane persons to afford them 
protection, should they stand in need of any: it will be the greatest 
personal favor which can be conferred on mysel£ 

Juli and Van Roye, who were acquainted with all the Hottentots 
at Graaflioeynet, had found one named PlaUe Zwartland, who was very 
desirous of being of our party j and recommended him to me as a 
steady useful man. He was shepherd and herdsman to a man of the 
name of Sckemper, the village butcher, and had been engaged to 
him for the term of one yea :; which had already expired some little 
time before: and although the Hottentot wished to quit him, the 
master was resolved still to detain him, contrary to a law which 
expressly provides, that' as soon as the period for which he has 
been engaged, shall have expired, all further service shall cease, and 
the Hottentot, together with his wife and children and all their pro­
perty, shall be allowed to depart without let or hindrance:' a wise 
and necessary law, which wants no other amendment than a clause 
decreeing punishment for the infraction of it. 

Plafje informed us, that as soon as the master knew of his in­
tention of going with us, he contrived to get him into a state of 
intoxication, as he little suspected the cause of his being so liberal 
with his brandy; and made him in that state promise to continue 
his servant for another year. Of all this, the man was perfectly un­
conscious, and declared that he never intended at any rate, to stop 
with him longer; but that he had always, when asked the question, 
persisted in his refusal. He seemed much rejoiced at being told 
that he should go with us, if it could be clearly made out that his 
story was true. 

On the next day, I brought this Hottentot before the landdrost, 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether he was legally at liberty to 
enter my service. On searching the official register, nothing was 
found to prove the truth of the master's assertion, who was present 
himself; and who, finding that Mare had no power to detain the man, 
and hoping that the District Secretary could befriend him, referred 
me to that office: but neither here, could any record or proof be 
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found. The Secretary was exceedingly warm with the Hottentot for 
leaving the butcher, after having promised to serve him another year j 
and told me that he had been credibly given to understand that he 
was truly, though only verbally, hired. 

Still, with the strongest evidence against him, the master made 
another struggle to detain Platje, and persuaded the jailer or onder­
,chout (under-sheriff) to send me a note certifying, fortunately fol" 
his conscience, not upon oath, that to his knowledge the man, with 
his wife and five children, was hired for a twelvemonth at the Secre­
tary's office, on the last day of May in the preceding year, at the sum 
of twenty rix dollars: wishing by this, to show that his time had not 
yet expired. For, after having failed to prove that he was legally, 
or actually, hired for another year. he thought it would answer his 
purpose equally well, and prevent the man's leaving the village with 
me, if he could induce me to believe that the period of service 
would not terminate till the end of May, at which time, he knew, 
I should long have quitted the colony. 

All these endeavours, only served to convince me of the truth 
of the Hottentot's story; and as he was exceedingly desirous of 
making one of my party~ and anxious lest he should be detained by 
the butcher, whom he was resolved at all events to leave, I determined, 
as much on bis account as on my own, to take him with me. I there­
fore requested the landdrost to sign an order to the Secretary, that he 
should, if no legal objection could be found, prepare the usual agree­
ment, and register him as my servant. This was accordingly done. 

But on the Hottentot's demanding the arrears of his wages, of 
which he had only received nine rix dollars, his master not only 
denied his claim, but took from him some clothes, which, he said, tbe 
man had not paid for. Platje, the following day, summoned him 
before the landdrost j the butcher asserted that no money was due; 
and the Hottentot, who was unable to bring forward any witness, 
or to produce any written testimony, relinquished his demand, and 
came away, well satisfied with having gained at least his freedom. 

I have related the particulars of this story, with the view of 
showing more forcibly than bare assertion could do, how useful and 
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necessary a race of men the Hottentot, are considered by the colonist, ; 
who feel, and by their condu~t prove, that the business of the farms 
cannot proceed without the labor of their hands. The difficulty which 
I experienced, not at Graa1Freynet only, but in every other part of 
the colony, in obtaining men for the prosecution of my travels even 
within the boundary, has, in conjunction with other evidence, con­
vinced me that the demand for them is much greater than the 
supply: a circumstance which should obtain for this peaceable race 
every reasonable encouragement, and which must convince the. 
colonists that their true interest consists in securing their fidelity by 
kind treatment. I do not mean to stand forward on all occasions 
indiscriminately, as the advocate for the Hottentots against the 
Boors, nor shall I undertake to defend them against many just 
complaints made by the latter; for I know that their conduct may 
sometimes be exceedingly vexatious, and sufficiently provoking to 
exhaust the patience of their masters. I wish merely to point out 
how greatly the comfort of both parties depends on a mutual good 
understanding; and that fidelity on one side, and justice and kind­
ness on the other, are the only means of doing away that mutual 
suspicion and recrimination, which has so long subsisted between 
them, and which none but the worst enemies to society and good 
order, endeavour to cherish and perpetuate. Connected with this 
question, there exist among the inhabitants of the Cape two opposite 
parties j and, as I have had numerous opportunities of hearing the 
opinions of both, and have formed my own upon the evidence of 
facts only, and the experience of several years, I shall not make to 
either, any apology for saying, that I believe much blame to be due 
to both. For, where party spirit exists, there of course, will im­
partiality not be found; and where there is no impartiality, there of 
course can no justice dwell: for justice holds an even balance j but 
partiality, or party spirit, throws a deceitful preponderance into its 
own scale. A legislature has done but half its duty, when it has 
made good laws; the other half, is to watch that they are duly obeyed, 
or enforced. 

26tA. I sent again for the five tronk Hottentot, whom I wished to 
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hire, and offered them as wages, considerably more than the landdrost 
had fixed as the sum to be paid those whom he had first given me. 
At this, they expressed themselves fully satisfied, and every thing was 
now finally settled, excepting the act of legally binding them to me 
before the landdrost. I therefore went without delay, to apprise him 
that every arrangement excepting that one, was agreed on j and that 
nothing more was wanting but his consent. This he now granted j 
and, without referring the matter to the heemraaden, the following 
morning was fixed as the time for meeting the people at his house, 
and according to law, entering into engagements with them in 
his presence. 

27th. In consequence of this, he sent word the following 
morning, that four of the men were then waiting at his house; but 
on coming there, I found to my great surprise and mortification, that 
they had all changed their minds and now refused to engage them­
selves, and even declared to the landdrost that they had never 
promised to go on the journey with me j an assertion so notoriously 
false, that I should have believed that he had not been mistaken 
in their character, had I not known enough of Hottentots to 
feel aware that, on some occasions, their timidity and dread would 
make them say any thing which they thought likely to get them out 
Qf present trouble. I readily forgave these poor misguided creatures, 
because I suspected that some one in the village might have told 
them that if they went with me, they would never return, or that other 
arguments might have been used to excite their alarm and dissuade 
them from their purpose. Besides the landdrost, there was present 
a person named Carel Gerots, who, I was told, had the superintend­
&Dce of the tronk Hottentots. 

Juli was one of the five Hottentots whose names were on my 
second list j but he boldly persisted in his intention of accompanying 
me, although the landdrost declared that, being a good waggon-driver, 
he could not be spared from the drostdy work. Yet nothing could 
shake this honest fellow's resolution j therefore, as he was not a slave, 
but a free man, it would have been an illegal stretch of power, to 
have restrained him from chusing his own master. 
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Thus was I reduced to the necessity of making up my number 
with three of the first set: of these Keyser Dikkop (Emperor Thick. 
head) was the only one to whose character no particular objection had 
been made. The names of the other two were, Stuurman Witbooy, 
and .Andries Michael. 

The object of my journey into the Colony being now to a certain 
extent, obtained, for there was at this place no further prospect of 
hiring serviceable men, and I judged it would have been even 
dangerous to take a greater number of such as had been proposed for 
me, I gave orders to prepare for leaving GraafFreynet on the next day. 

I purchased of Mare an additional supply of tobacco, not only 
for the purpose of distribution among the Bushmen of the Cisga­
riepine, but in order to increase my original stock; being well 
assured that a traveller in Southern Africa can never have too much 
of this commodity. In Mare's shop, I was shown a large quantity 
which he was just about to send by a fieldcornet, to the borders of 
the Bushman country northward of Sneeuwbergen, to be distributed 
among the natives as a present from the Cape government. 

During my residence at Graaffreynet, I experienced many acts 
of friendship from several of its inhabitants, amongst whom the 
Rev. Mr. Kicherer and his lady, stand the foremost, and well deserve my 
warmest and most sincere thanks for their hospitality, and the kind 
interest which they took ill my affairs. Even at the last moment he 
seemed happy at having an opportunity of testifying the continuance 
of that Christian benevolence with which he hastened to my hut at 
the foot of Sneeuwberg; for, learning that I had ordered frOlD a 
neighbour and friend of his, named Hendrik Meyntjes, fifteen sheep 
as a provision for the journey, and for which I was to have paid two 
rixdollars each, he privately interfered with his friend, and on my 
preparing to discharge this debt, I was told that I had nothing to 
pay: nor could I even discover whether my thanks were uue most to 
Mr. I{icherer, or to Mr. Meyntjes. So unexpected a gift was truly 
gratifying j because it carried with it, that which only can make a 
gift agreeable or acceptable - the pure expression of the giver's kind 
and friendly selltiments. 
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To Mrs. Stockenstrom I was indebted for a most useful addition 
to my store of beads: these were the more valuable because they 
were not, as I found by experience, easily to be purchased at this 
distance from Cape Town. They were the remains of some which 
the late landdrost had brought to Graaffreynet for the purpose of 
distribution among that very nation by whom he was so treacherously 
murdered. 

From the acting-landdrost and the district-secretary Mr. Muller, 
I at all times received civility and attention: from the former I 
readily obtained cash for a bill on my agents in Cape Town. Neither 
do I forget a voluntary offer made by honest Bremmer, of supplying 
me with money for my draft to any amount: knowing that there was 
a scarcity of cash at this place, he wished to prove himself desirous of 
rendering me a more material service, than the use of the organ. 

I indulge myself in acknowledging every act of goodwill towards 
me, because in doing this I enjoy a second time, the pleasure which 
they first gave me: and if the course and consistency of my narrative, 
or the justification of my own proceedings, should compel me some­
times to notice acts of a contrary kind, I hope that everyone will do 
me the justice to believe that I do so, with pain and great reluctance. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

RETURN FROM GRAAFFREYNET TO THE BOUNDARY OF THE COLONY. 

APRIL 28th. Every preparation for departure being now completed, 
Mr. Kicherer assembled his family and servants, to whom were added 
some visitors then stopping at his house and part of my own people, 
for the purpose of joining in prayer. on this occasion. I must have 
had neither feeling nor religion, not to have been affected at beholding 
an assembly of this kind, on their knees, praying 'with one accord,' 
for my safety and for that of my people, and offering supplications 
that we might be shielded from the many dangers to which we were 
about to be exposed. When acts of devotion have the effect of 
drawing man nearer not only to his Creator, but to his fellow­
creatures, he may feel assured that he possesses true religion. But 
who will be 80 impious and weak as to assert that prayer can be 
a useful exercise of the mind, unless it produce both these effects? 
It is not their professions, but the actions and conduct of men, 
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which prove their virtue or their sincerity. It is not the shadow of 
forms, but the substance of upright conduct in life, which constitutes 
real or practical religion. At the head of human nature stands the 
honest man; at the bottom, the hypocrite. 

This ceremony occupied a quarter of an hour; after which I 
mustered my party, and sent them forward, with orders to make the 
best of their way to Sneeuwberg, and wait for me at Herholdt's, the 
place appointed as our last rendezvous. For, Mr. Kicherer had pro­
posed that I should accompany bim to the farm of an opulent boor, 
named Barend Burgers, his particular friend, and who, at that time, 
happened to be on a visit at his house, and had proposed taking us 
thither in his paardewagen, promising that he would provide for me 
the means of conveyance afterwards to Herholdt's. To this proposal 
there could be no objection, as it gave me an opportunity of seeing 
another part of the Snow Mountains, and of acquiring further in­
formation on the affairs of that part of the Colony. 

Mr. OlofF Stockenstrom, whose friendly attentions were continued 
during the whole time of my residence at GraafFreynet, politely 
desired to accompany me a part of the way on my journey, as far as 
my hut at the foot of the mountains, where, in so singular a manner, 
I first had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with him and 
Mr. Menzies. 

It was nearly noon, before we took our departure from Graaff­
reynet. In the environs, I passed my men, who, instead of hastening 
forward, had been loitering in the village with their friends. These, 
knowing that their separation must be for a long period, and not 
quite free from the fear of never seeing them again, were as unwilling 
to say farewell, as my people were to hear it. I could not therefore 
be displeased at their disobedience to my orders, but permitted them 
to indulge the feelings of nature, and merely required that they should 
take their final leave before the day was too far advanced for travelling 
with safety. 

The plains which intervene between the Sunday river and the 
mountains, were now enlivened with numerous herds of springbucks; 
although none had been observed when we passed here a month 

VOL. II. z 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



170 SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION.-A WATERFALL. 28,29 APRIL, 

before. This animal, and, indeed, many other species of antelope, 
remove from one part of the country to another, and sometimes to 
the distance of many day's-journeys, according to the state of the 
pastures, and season of the year. 

As I passed my hut, I silently thanked it for the shelter which it 
had 80 opportunely afforded me; and without which, the fever might 
possibly have gained a fatal ascendency. 

The heap of manure in the cattle-kraal, which we found burning 
at that time, was even now scarcely extinguished. If by any means 
the ground of a cattle-pound, which consists entirely of manure, 
happen to take fire, it will continue, without producing flame, to bum 
for a great length of time, depending only on the quantity of fuel: 
nor will rain very easily quench it. The fire generally makes very 
slow progress; creeping along the ground, and sometimes beneath 
the surface, in a remarkable manner. It is the nitrous salts which so 
long support the combustion. 

When we ascended the mountain we turned to the west, leaving 
my former road on the right, and soon afterwards came to the hut of 
Hans Van der Merwe, where we halted to dine. At this place, near 
the house, I was shown, as a remarkable circumstance, a deep glen, 
enclosed by rocky cliffs or precipices, in which peach trees grew, as it 
were, wild, and sowed themselves: the warm sheltered situation 
causing them to bear abundance- of fruit. 

After this refreshment we resumed our journey, travelling over 
a level country, bounded on either hand by mountains of the table­
form already noticed on our former passage over this part of 
Sn eeuwb erg. The WaggOD halted while I went to examine a waterfall 
at a sbort distance on the left of the road; having just crossed the 
stream by which it was supplied. By falling over a perpendicular 
precipice of great depth, into a woody glen below, this stream forms 
a very singular unbroken cascade, which would have afforded, from 
different points of view, several interesting sketches. I was, however, 
obliged to content myself with taking that one which best exhibited 
its situation and nature. 

Our road presented nothing remarkable; or rather, perhaps, the 
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rapid travelling of a vehicle drawn by six horses in hand, left little 
time for making remarks of any kind. We flew past every object, 
and, hardly had I turned my eyes to any thing remarkable by the 
roadside, than it was already behind us. Such expedition was, 
indeed, a novelty to me, and very"difFerent from the rate to which I 
had been accustomed during the last ten months; but, as a traveller 
desirous of observing the features and productions of a strange 
country, I abhorred galloping horses, and would have preferred 
sitting behind a team of my own oxen, whose steady pace seemed to 
have been measured exactly to suit an observer and admirer of nature. 

Yet, notwithstanding what appeared to me to be great ex­
pedition, it was nine o'clock in the evening before we arrived at 
Cootje Van Heerden'B, where we had purposed to pass the night. This 
farm house was superior, in most respects, to all which I had hitherto 
seen in this quarter, and nearly equal to the best in the Cape 
District. It was built on a larger scale, and in a more substantial 
manner, than the general class of colonial dwellings, and therefore it 
scarcely need be added, that the owner was in aflluent circumstances. 
My fellow travellers, being the intimate friends of Van Heerden, 
were received, and myself also, in the most hospitable manner. 
The appearance of the place and its inhabitants, was altogether as 
respectable as any I had seen in the colony. 

29th. At this farm weloe many servants: among them a girl 
was pointed out to me, whose history was interesting; and who 
was, besides, a surprising lusus naturtB. Her parents were genuine 
CajfreB, and resided at this farm when she was an infant: on some 
occasion they went back to their own country, while their child, under 
pretence of being unequal to the fatigues of the journey, was left 
at Van Heerden's. But as they never afterwards returned for her, it 
was supposed that her singular appearance had induced them to 
desert her. At the time when I saw her, she was sixteen years 
old, of a very stout make, and of short stature: in which respect 
she was not different from many CafFre girls, whom I saw about 
a year afterwards. But the color of her skin, was that of the 
fairest European; or, more correctly expressed, it was mere pink 
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and white. Or, perhaps, it will be more intelligible to a painter, if I 
describe it as being compounded of pure white and a moderate tint 
of vermilion, without the admixture of any other color; and there­
fore, not strictly to be called the complexion of a European. Her 
llair was exactly of the same woolly nature as that of her country­
women, but it was of a singularly pale hue, nearly approaching to 
that which is termed flaxen. Her features, however, were those ofa 
true CafFre. 

Southward from this place, is a very elevated tract of land, called 
Coudrveld (Cold-land; or the Cold Country), which, seen from a 
distance, presents the form of a table-mountain. On the summit of 
this, there is a single farm-house; it was inhabited by a respectable 
Dutch widow, who, among her neighbours, passed under the fami­
liar name of Hannah Coudveld. This spot is considered by every 
Sneeuwberger, as undoubtedly the coldest place in the whole 
colony. 

Van Heerden assured me that, at his house, mow had sometimes 
fallen in such quantities,. that he had seen it lying of the depth of 
two feet: but probably this depth is not usual, or, at least, it may 
be partly occasioned by drifting winds. The places along the upper 
part of the Sea-cow river, are said to be some of the coldest habita­
tions on Sneeuwberg (Sneeberg). That river, in the dry season of 
the year, is merely a chain of ponds, called' Zeekoe gatten' (Seacow, 
or Hippopotamus, holes~. 

Near the house, were the largest ' Spanish reeds' * which I had 
observed in any part of the colony: but I do not recollect having 
seen the Bamboo, which requires a warmer climate, growing at any 
place on the Snow Mountains, or in the Achter-sneeuwberg. 

After breakfast we took leave, and, resuming our journey, came 
in three quarters of an hour to the Bu.ffel, rivier (Buffalo river), the 
highest branch of the Camtoos river, one of the larger streams which 
flow into the' Cape sea.' On the banks of the Buffalo river, which 
we now crossed three times, I noticed a willow, which appeared to be 
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of a species difFerent from the willow of the Gariep: the branches 
were less drooping, and it was, here at least, a much smaller tree. 

Burger'. lou.e stood near to the river, in an open, though not un­
pleasant, situation. The building and the whole establishment were 
not only the best on Sneeuwberg, but as far as my recollection serves me, 
I have not seen a better farm-house in any district of the colony; and 
no intelligence from this part of the world, would afford me more gra­
tification, than to hear that the Cape settlement llad so far advanced in 
improvement and riches, that every boor possessed so comfortable and 
respectable a dwelling. It was built of red bricks, in the usual 
Dutch style of architecture; and it appeared not only externally 
neat, but was within exceedingly clean: and, if colnpared with the 
houses of the greater number of farms in this part of the country, 
it might seem to deserve the name of palace.; although in reality 
nothing better than an ordinary English farm-house. The surround­
ing buildings and an excellent garden, rendered this place a little 
village of itself, and almost an independent settlement. Here were 
separate and complete workshops for, smiths, waggon-makers, and 
carpenters j and to these, although not noted in my original journal, 
I may, I believe, add, a corn·-mill turned by a water-wheel. The 
owner, who was a man far advanced in years, was acknowledged as 
the greatest sheep-grazier in the colony; a fact which I had no 
difficulty in crediting, when assured that he possessed 80,000 sheep, 
besides other cattle. 

Immediately after our arrival, se"ants were despatched on 
horseback, to apprise the neighbours of the arrival of their minister, 
and of his intention of holding a religious meeting on the following 
day at this house; and, to invite them to attend. In the evening 
all the household together with the slaves and Hottentots of the 
farm, were assembled; when one of the parables of the New Testa­
ment, was explained to them, and commented on, in a manner 
suited to the capacities of the latter, for whose instruction more 
especially, it was selected. 

80tk. The whole of my morning was employed in writing letters 
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to my friends both in England and at the Cape, from whom I had 
not for a great length of time received any intelligence. 

In the afternoon the house was crowded with neighbours, who 
arrived in their waggons, some from a considerable distance, and 
npne without having come a journey of several hours. Coffee and 
other refreshments were handed round: and in the evening, was 
held, what is caIled, an oe.ffning (or, meeting j as distinguished from 
the regular church-service) j which consisted in alternately reading 
and expounding parts of the New Testament, in extemporaneous 
prayers, and in singing psalms. 

May 1st. Early this moming, the ground was whitened with 
frost. That this was the first which had occurred this season, was 
indisputably proved by the circumstance of all the capsicums in the 
garden, and which on the preceding day were standing in a flourish. 
ing state, being now destroyed by it. 

In this family, I found the same friendly disposition, which I 
have recorded as having been experienced at the houses of many other 
colonists. One of the family, having discovered that some articles 
which I had deemed mere luxuries, but which were thought by them 
to be absolute necessaries, were not among my traveIling stores, 
insisted upon adding them to my baggage, although I was fearful of 
en creasing its weight or bulk by taking with me any thing which 
could be dispensed with. 

Among the visitors, was the brother of the Van der Merwe, at 
whose house I had stopped on my way over the Snow Mountains. 
He kindly undertook to convey me part of the way toward~ Her­
holdt's, as far as his son-in-law's, who, he engaged, would assist me 
in proceeding farther. 

Before ten o'clock the whole party began to disperse. Mr. Kicherer 
returned to Graaffreynet j while, at the same time, I took my leave 
of the family, and departed in an opposite direction, with Van der 
Merwe, in his horse-waggon. 

As soon as we arrived at the cottage of his son-in-law, whose 
name was Hendrik LulJbe, we found a dinner ready prepared. After 
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we had partaken of it, Van der Merwe continued his journey 
homewards, leaving me in the care of Lubbe, who immediately 
harnessed six horses to his waggon, for the purpose of carrying me 
forward. As my bedding was being put into the vehicle, his wife 
perceived that I had no other covering than blankets; on which she 
brought out a ,ckaap-roel kombaar, ( sheep-skin coverlet), and, to in­
duce me to accept it, she represented, with a solicitude which could 
only have proceeded from sentiments of true hospitality, that if I 
slept out of doors in the winter-season with blankets only, I should 
perish with cold. To this present, she added a bag of salt, an 
article 'which, in the hurry of packing at GraafFreynet, had been 
forgotten. 

This komlJ6,ar, *, or coverlet, is a genuine South-African manu­
facture, being nothing more than a IIottentot kaross of large dimen­
sions; but which has been adopted by the boors in every district, 
either from necessity or utility, or from both. The African sheep 
generally, are covered with fur or hair, instead of wool; and when 
these skins are properly dressed and cleaned, and a number of them 
sewed together, they form a much warmer covering than could be 
made from any other materials. The richer inhabitants, and those 
of Cape Town, who can afford themselves more expensive coverings 
brought from Europe, affect to dislike the cheaper kombaars, because, 
as they say, it smells of mutton. The boor is enabled by his immense 
flocks, to select only such as have a smooth fur; and thus, he obtains 
a handsome coverlet, so unlike what a European would imagine for 
sheep-skins, that it may be doubted whether many persons would 
ever guess, from what animal it was made. Those which I have 
brought to England, have often been viewed as the skid of some 
unknown quadruped. 

Few fur, can be more beautiful than the selected skins of lambs, 
thus prepared: and if prejudice did Dot stand in the way, I think they 
might supplant many which are seen in our furriers' shops, and with 

• This word, agreeably to Colonial pronunciation, would be written by an English­
man, ComMirce. 
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the advantages of being afforded, perhaps, at a far lower price, and of 
their white color admitting of being changed by any of the dyes suited 
to woollen. Such a branch of commerce might prove Dot unimportant 
to the colonists or to the Colony in general: it might open a new 
source of profit, and tum to better account those innumerable Bocks, 
for the rearing of which, the greater part of that country seems by 
nature peculiarly adapted. I would hope that these remarks might 
induce some ~udicious speculative person to pursue the subject farther, 
and ascertain to what extent a trade of this kind, may be rendered 
lucrative. Since the Cape settlement, it seems. is not so fortunate as 
to possess a climate and herbage, like that of New South Wales, 
suited for the growth of the finest wools, it may prove equally 
favoured in having such as give to its sheep a soft and useful fur. 

Hitherto, our road on the Snow Mountains had been level and 
tolerably easy; but after leaving Lubbe's, it became rough and in some 
parts dangerous; leading along the steep sides of mountains, or over 
very rocky and rugged places. From one part of the road we bad a 
full view of Coudveld. The country became more mountainous, and 
the air colder, as we entered the highland track of Sneeuwberg 
proper. 

It was not till sunset, that we reached the abode of old 
Jan ViY6en, where Lubbe was to leave me. He came out of his hut 
to receive us; but when my companion informed him that I was so 
situated as to require his assistance in proceeding to IIerholdt's the 
next day, he became rather cross and out of humour, and, to my 
mortification, told him that he had neither waggon nor oxen at 
home. Hearing this, I began to take into consideration the possibi­
lity of going thither on foot, and afterwards sending one of my men 
with a pack-ox to fetch my baggage. But, fortunately, Lubbe knew 
his neighbour too well to be deceived by him; and persisted in the 
necessity of his helping me forward: he urged that it was the 
minister's particular request to him, and slightly hinted that I carried 
a government-letter. Whichever of these considerations might have 
had most weight with bim, I know not j but fortunately for me, he 
at last, and, I am sorry to say, with reluctance, consented to furnish 
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means of conveyance j although he had just declared that he had no 
such means in his power. 

The place, the house itself, and every thing about it, formed 
the greatest possible contrast to what I had seen at Burger's. The 
principal dwelling hardly deserved the name of }"owe j it was a most 
forlorn and miserable hovel, about which, nothing could be seen 
which bespoke an owner's care. Every object displayed neglect: 
the Hottentot servants, the huts they lived in, and the fewout­
buildings, were of a character consistent with the house. This 
dwelling was certainly a degree worse than any which I had observed 
since re-entering the colony: its inhabitants were, the haas, and his 
urOU'tIJ (wife) and son, two men, a little boy, and two or three female 
servants, all Hottentots, excepting one slave. Its elevated situation 
in the midst of lofty mountains, rendered the air extremely cold. 

As soon as old Viljoen had a little recovered his usual temper, 
and manners, which in their best state were naturally coarse, we 
entered the house together, and were offered seats. By degrees, after a 
few mutual questions, and some little conversation, we became better 
friends j and he seemed not to think me so obnoxious a visitor, as at 
my first introduction I appeared to be. Neither he nor his wife had 
any curiosity about my affairs; for which I was not sorry, as it saved 
me the trouble of telling my story over again, and allowed me to 
take a warmer seat by the fire at the other end of the room j while 
he amused himself, and his other guest, with reading a small religious 
tract which he had lately obtained j if, halting at every difficult word; 
taking time to consider the meaning of a sentence j overrunning the 
stops; and going back again to find them out; could be called reading. 
Although it may be doubted whether anyone but himself, knew a 
word of the subject, he now and then turned to his wife or to Lubbe, 
and exclaimed, " Very true!" During all this time, the Hottentots 
were quietly sleeping in the chimney comer j excepting two girls 
who were busy cooking some mutton. 

At length supper was ready, and we sat down to a frugal meal; 
as he had probably forgotten to tell the girls to put a piece more into 
the pot on account of his visitors: for, in a country where he could 
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Dot have sold his mutton for more than a halfpenny the pound, it 
could hardly be supposed that he did so from thriftiness. 

This being over, and grace said, he sent the Hottentot boy to 
conduct us to our bed-room. There was no waste of compliments on 
retiring to rest: and indeed, as the case turned out, his good wishes 
for my having a comfortable night's repose, would aU have proved 
, null and void, and of none effect. ' We followed the boy out of 
doors, and were brought to a place without a window, at one end of 
the house, where, pushing open an old door nearly falling off its 
hinges, our page said; " Here is where baas is to sleep." At the 
first glance I could not distinguish what sort of a den he had put us 
into; it resembled a coal-kole, both in size and color; every part, the 
walls, and the roof, which were all it consisted of, were as black as a 
chimney; no place could exceed it in dirtiness and in wretchedness 
. of' appearance. At each end we discovered the bedsteads: they were 
formed of stakes driven into the ground. Of these I gave Lubbe 
his choice, who immediately threw himself down upon his couch; 
and M orpheus shortly afterwards strewed his poppies over him. But 
it was not so with me: the filthiness of the place was so disgusting 
that I felt not the least inclination to sleep; and even if I had, my 
fellow-traveller would not have allowed it; for, dreaming, no doubt, 
that he was in a pigstye, he very naturally snored in imitation of its 
proper inhabitants. 

Finding that it was in vain to think of rest, I went out to look 
for the boy. There was no returning into the house again: the 
doors were fastened, and all were asleep. The moon being exceed­
ingly bright, I attempted to make a sleeping-pI,ace in Lubbe's 
waggon; but as the air was frosty, and the waggon had no tilt, it was 
found so extremely cold, that I was glad to remove back into the 
black hole again. Fortunately I found the Hottentot, who was not 
yet gone to bed; and the poor little fellow well-pleased at having to 
wait upon an Englishman, brought some sticks and made me a fire 
in one comer of the building. The place we were in, had formerly 
been occupied by the slaves and Hottentots of the farm j but was now 
used only for the accommodation of' slagter's knegts' and visitors. 
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Here I sat nearly the whole of the night, with him for my com­
panion; and as he was both shrewd and communicative, I was for 
some time much amused by his remarks, and by his mode of viewing 
things. He had discovered from our conversation in the house, 
enough to know that I was Dot a boor; and now, therefore, began to 
lay open all his complaints, in the usual Hottentot style. Dud baas, 
he said, never gave them enough to eat: a very common complaint 
of Hottentots, and often very ill-founded; although possibly it might, 
in the present instance, be the truth exaggerated. Supposing the 
interior of Africa to be the country to which I belonged, and that 
I was now on my return home, he wished to make one of the party, 
and was delighted at the idea of going to a land where there were no 
boors; for, said he, they care nothing for' U8 black things:' the two 
other Hottentots would, he hinted, be glad to leave their place if 
they dared: in short, no one was comfortable. Thus he continued 
to run over a long list of grievances. 

These are the terms in which this people commonly speak of 
tke colonist. j but I would recommend that their stories be received 
with caution. There may have been formerly, I have little doubt, 
sufficient foundation for such; and it may be credited that among 
the white population of the colony, there exist even at this time, too 
many individuals destitute of a proper feeling towards this race; but 
it should always be remembered that tke Hottentot., from having origi­
nally had just cause for complaint, may in later days, by hearing 
the tales often repeated, have acquired a habit of inveighing against 
the boors. The irregularities, to use a mild term, which have been 
committed in this part of the world, are not to be defended; nor do 
they admit of any excuse: but, it may be asked, what would have 
been the state of any country in Europe, had society not been kept 
in order by the vigilance of proper laws; or what would it now be­
come, if those laws were to be relaxed, and men left to act as they 
pleased. 

2nd. I experienced from the old man no incivility at parting; and 
certainly he deserves my thanks for. relenting, after having determined 
to refuse me all assistance. His son yoked six oxen to his WaggOD; 
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and, as it carried no load, we travelled at a quick rate; although 
along rugged and steep roads, through the highest and most moun­
tainous part of Sneeuwberg. }'or a considerable part of the way, 
our course was directed towards Spitskop; and afterwards, by a very 
steep descent, we joined my former road, at a few miles southward of 
Herholdt'" where we arrived before nOOD. 

This colonist and his wife received me with much hospitality 
and attention, and expecting that I should have been accompanied 
by the minister, they had made preparations for our accommodation. 

Not only the whole or my party were here waiting for me, but 
several more than I expected. One was a Hottentot whom I had 
rejected at GraaiFreynet, and was one of those who had been selected 
for me by Mare j so that it was thus clearly proved that the men 
intended for my assistance and protection on a long and perilous 
journey into unknown countries and among savage nations, were such 
as had been thought too useless to be retained at the public works; 
since those whom I had no need of, were turned loose to seek a 
master elsewhere. This boy being thus adrift, and finding nobody at 
the village wil1ing to employ him, had followed my people in hopes 
of being allowed to accompany us; to which step he was encouraged 
by my having already consented to receive in the same manner, one 
who had not been hired. As a Hottentot of this description would 
only have been a trouble to me, I positively forbade his coming. 

My party, who were lying at a fire at a little distance before the 
house, surprised me at first sight by their number: but on examin­
ation I found that a whole family had joined us, under the thoughtless 
supposition, that they would be permitted to remain with us during 
the whole journey. These were Pla!je', 'Wife and her two eldest 
daughters; besides whom, she had three other children left at Graaff­
reynet. As I already knew by experience that such people would be 
a heavy encumbrance, independently of the greater difficulty of 
finding food for so useJess an addition, and w bo could not assist in 
providing for themselves, I refused my consent to their coming, 
although Platje pleaded for them, and assured me that they could bear 
the fatigues of the journey, as well as the men. But this affair was 
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ultimately arranged to the satisfaction of all parties j as Herholdt 
offered to receive them into his service and take care of them, on 
condition that Platje should consider himself as hired to him, from 
the day when he should be released from his engagement with me. 

The other new-comers were JuJi', 'Wife, and her child only three 
months old. A t first he was told that she could not be allowed to 
follow us beyond the boundary, and, notwithstanding the earnestness 
with which he begged permission for her, I considered it would be 
folly to take a woman with so young an infant, on an expedition of 
this kind j of the real nature of which, my new men seemed not 
sufficiently aware; although I had explicitly told them that it most 
probably would not be free from danger and great fatigue. He then 
solicited that she might go as far as Klaarwater, and promised that 
she should be left there during our journey farther into the Interior. 
The poor creature herself, looked so anxious while I was considering 
the reply, and there was something in her countenance so innocent 
and mild, and so expressive of goodness, that I could no .longer 
refuse to grant, what I saw would make tbem both happy, and render 
them perhaps more contented in my service. 

Her name was Trujj." She was a genuine Hottentot, although 
perfectly ignorant of that language, and was, like her husband, 
acquainted with none but the Dutch. She was of small and very 
delicate form, with hands and feet of those neat proportions, for 
which the women of the Hottentot and Bushman nations are 
remarkable. For her child, whom she had named WindfJogel, she 
appeared to possess the greatest maternal affection. All that I have 
said on the good qualities and fidelity of her husband, might here be 
repeated of hers, which if weighed impartially, would I think pre­
ponderate. I should do this good creature injustice, if I did not 
declare, that it is not in my power to point out a fault in her character j 
or at least, I never had, during all the time of her being in my ser-

• T"uj, or as it was here commonly pronounced, 7r6i[y, is the familiar name for 
Get'1"lru!lda or Gertrude. 
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vice, the least reason for saying one angry word to her; and of this, 
she often used to boast when speaking in praise of her master. But 
it was not at this time, that I knew her worth, or that of her hus-. 
band j and I regret that the present volume will not comprise that 
period of my journal, which would best display it. 

I was exceedingly rejoiced, and surprised, at seeing Little Mager­
man amongst the party. He had been found at the house of Piet 
Van der Merwe, who, happening to meet the boy after he ran away, 
and recollecting that he belonged to me, kindly took him home, with 
the intention of restoring him on my return; and in the mean time, 
had employed him in tending sheep. The boy being well fed and 
housed, and feeling assured that we should pass that way, had. re­
mained there very contentedly, without ever. attempting to escape. 
My men had, in consequence of his former invitation, taken up .their 
night's lodging at Van der Merwe's; who treated them as hospitably 
as before, and delivered the boy into their hands. Thus, by recover­
ing him, I felt relieved of much anxiety, as I could now without 
fear, venture to pass again through his father's kraal. 

Although the party had been sent oW with a sufficient stock of 
meat, I found my little flock of sheep reduced to thirteen, and the 
people just finishing the second, which had been killed and eaten on 
the road. Their account was, that some dogs had bitten one to 
death, and the second accidentally had its leg broken by the shepherd 
throwing a keeri (or stick) for the purpose of turning it. 

The Genna"" who was to meet me at this place, came directly 
he heard that I was arrived. He declared that he had now given 
up all intention of going with us; for, as soon as the acting-land­
drost knew of his having left GraaWreynet, he sent a messenger, 
who overtook him on Sneeuwberg, and informed him that ' if he 
crossed the colonial boundary, the landdrost would seize and confiscate 
-all his property.' This would have been an extraordinary, and I 
think, illegal, stretch of power: at least, the boors on the northern 
borders are in the habit of infringing the regulation against passing 
over the boundary, without being visited with confiscation or without 
any notice being taken of the fact. Besides which, I carried a formal 
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permission from the government, for myself and all my people, to go 
beyond the limits of the settlement. However j as the case was, I 
shall not say that I complain j because, it might probably have been 
the more prudent resolution, to pursue my travels \vithout adding 
any white person to my party, as some suspicions, which I could not 
wholly lay aside, but which were rather strengthened by what I heard 
at this place, had been raised in my mind. 

Srd. Of Herholdt, I purchased three korBel, chosen out of a stud 
of forty colts, none of which had been broken in. Of these, one was 
for Van Roye and another for Cornelia. I also bought a musket in 
addition, as I had several men who must remain unarmed till we 
reached my waggons. 

The people set out early in the morning, while Herholdt 
hospitably detained me to dinner: after which, he drove me in his 
paardewagen to VermeUlen's. At this place we were all received with 
the same disinterested and mendly treatment as before j and I had 
the satisfaction of thanking the owner himself, as he was now retumed 
from the' commando.'-

4th. Here we took our last leave of the colonists; as I intended, 
if possible, to avoid the dwelling of Jacob Van Wyk, that I might not 
again give that family an opportunity of showing disrespect to an 
Englishman. 

The party, as far as Klaarwater, now consisted of fifteen men, 
one woman and her child, four horses, eight oxen, thirteen sheep, 
nineteen dogs, besides two puppies of an excellent breed, given me 
at Graa1Freynet by Mrs. Maritz. 

We advanced this day as far as Groote Fontein, a day's-journey 
of above nineteen miles. Here we took up our quarters in the 
unoccupied farm-house, as the weather at night was extremely 
chilling. 

5th. Having from day to day, during our journey into the colony, 
laid down my track upon paper, I was, by these means, enabled to 

• The engraving at page 168. is a representation of Yermeulm's humble, but hos­
pitable, dwelling; and of the mountain called Kleine TqfellJerg~ 
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discover that our course would be more direct, if we kept more to 
the eastward of that track, leaving Geranium Rocks to the left. 

Accordingly we quitted our former road, at Pond Station, and 
proceeded across a plain of a mile and a half; at the termination of 
which I halted to take the bearings of Spitskop • and Groote Tafelberg, 
which were both in sight. These, but more especially the former, 
will be found of great use whenever a survey is made of this part of 
the colony, as they are too remarkable to be mistaken, and can be 
seen in different directions, from a very great distance. 

At the distance of an hour and a half farther, we passed a farm 
named Wortel Fontei1l (Carrot Fountain); but none of its inhabitants 
had any communication with us. At about six miles and a quarter 
beyond this, we found the last colonial habitation on our road; and 
as no one was residing here at this season, we took possession of the 
empty house. 

So large a party occasioned a rapid consumption of our stock of 
provisions, and we were obliged to kill a sheep, which, had we waited 
half an hour longer, we might have spared. For Keyser, desirous of 
proving that he was a good marksman, had immediately on our 
halting, taken his gun to go in search of game, and soon returned to 
let us know that he had shot a quakka. This circumstance was 
doubly pleasing, as, besides giving us a large supply of meat, it showed 
that this Hottentot had at least one useful qualification. 

I climbed the rocky hill close behind the house, to get a view of 
the country and take some bearings for the construction of my map, 
and was pleased at distinguishing on the horizon, the Bushman Table­
.J.Vountain near Kraaikop's Kraal, although at the distance of not less 
than sixty-seven miles by the road. This remark is a sufficient proof, 

• The vignette at the end of this chapter, represents the mountain of Spitsltup, or the 
Peak qf Sneettwberg, as viewed from the south-east, at the distance of about twenty miles 
in a direct line. The sketcb from which this engraving has been made, was taken about 
eleven months afterwards when on my final return into the Colony. The intervenin!; 
country here shown, consists of lofty rugged mountains, which appear to shut in one 
behind the other, and above which, this lofty and remarkable mountain stands highl, 
pre-eminent. 
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and indeed the best that could be had, of the open, and generally 
level, nature of the intervening country. 

6th. The only stranger who came near us, was a Hottentot 
shepherd belonging to some boor, whose place, he said, was not far 
off. This man was therefore the last person whom we saw belonging 
to the colony. 

After travelling about ten miles from Elands Fountain, we ('on­
sidered that we had crossed the boundary of the Colony, a line very 
ill-defined, especially along the northern border, and marked by no 
appearance which can inform the traveller precisely when he has 
quitted the settlement, or when he enters the wild country of the 
Bushmen j both being equally wild, and, excepting immediately 
around the boors' dwellings, equally destitute of every trace of culti­
vation or human labor. 

VOl •• II. DB 
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CHAPTER VII. 

RETURN FROM THE COLONY, THROUGH THE COUNTRY OF THE BUSHMEN, TO 

KLAARWATER. 

THE first occurrence after quitting the Colony, was that of meeting 
with the friendly river so often mentioned on our f~mer journey; 
and as it appeared by the map which I had then made, to run in a 
direction sufficiently near to what would have been our shortest road 
homewards, r resolved to follow it the whole way, and not to incur, 
witb so many people and cattle, the risk of suffering from want of 
water, by attempting any other more direct course. 

Just before sunset we arrived and unpacked at an excellent 
spring of water, surrounded by abundance of reeds. It was known 
to Platje, who had once formerly visited it on a hunting excursion 
with a boor in whose service he then was, and who at this place 
administered a flogging to his slave named Nieuwejaar (New-year) ; 
on which account this spot, is called by the Hottentots Nieuwt;jaars 
fontein. 
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7tk. At about eleven miles beyond this spring, we joined our 
former track; and a little more than six miles farther, we passed 
Rhenoster poort (Rhinoceros Pass). It was dark before we arrived 
at the Halfway Spring: here we conveniently stationed ourselves for 
the night, and made use of our shelter of reeds, which we found re­
maining just in the state in which we had left it. 

My new men, who were all utter strangers to the following part 
of the journey, and to whom the existence of a kraal of Colonial 
Hottentots in this direction, was hitherto unknown, seemed much 
pleased at an opportunity of learning the way to it, and took great 
interest in our daily progress. SODle indeed were a little inclined to 
fear, at thus venturing into the heart of a country which had always 
been reported as unsafe for a colonist; but my other people now 
boldly talked of the Bushmen and their friend Kaabi, in so familiar 
a tone, that these fears were soon quieted j yet they often expressed 
their surprise that we could have found any means of gaining the 
good-will of a race of savages, whom they had been accustomed to 
look upon as the greatest scoundrels in Mrica. 

Not one of the natives had yet approached lIS, although we 
were certain that we had been seen by them, as two were observed 
at a distance by some of our party who had straggled from the main 
body. Their absence was occasioned by our numbers being so much 
greater than before, that they at first feared it might be a commando 
sent in search of stolen cattle; and our increased number of horses 
strengthened that suspicion. 

A troop of horsemen is the most alarming sight which can present 
itself to a kraal of Bushmen in an open plain, as they then give 
themselves up for lost, knowing that under such circumstances, there 
is no escaping from these animals. Their conscience allows them 
little hope of mercy; as they feel aware, that by their repeated 
incursions and robberies, they have given the colonists sufficient 
excuse for treating them with severity J and that their own plea of re­
taliation, or revenge for former injuries, is now turned against 
themselves. 

We had no doubt that, when they had fully reconnoitred us 
B B 2 
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from the tops of the hills, and had clearly ascertained who we were, 
they would come to us as gladly as before; and on this subject I was 
not under the least uneasiness, as my little Bushman protege was 
now with me, and would at any time give notice to his countrymen 
that we were friends. Had they not at first, mistaken us for boors, 
we should have been visited by them, the moment we entered their 
country. 

My Graaffreynet people were greatly encouraged when I 
announced to them the name I had given to this spring, and the 
certainty of our having advanced half way to Klaarwater; as all, 
excepting Van Roye and Cornelis, were obliged to travel on foot a 
great part of the way, and it was only now and then, that they could 
be relieved by changing places with the ox-riders. The woman with 
her child, however, was always allowed to ride, either on my horse, 
or on one of the oxen; and occasionally I dismounted, and gave up 
my seat to one or other of the people who appeared most fatigued. 
It will be seen, therefore, on looking over the Itinerary, that we in 
general made, what under such circumstances must be considered, 
long days-marches. We had this day advanced more than twenty­
five miles, notwithstanding all impediments and many stoppages 
occasioned by our baggage getting frequently out of order. 

8tk. The confidence which my Klaarwater party had gained by 
their former friendly reception among the Bushmen, was very re­
markable. As an instance of this, Speelman, accompanied only by 
Platje, set out early this morning, that they might reach Kraaikop's 
kraal before the rest, and give notice of our approach. 

After a march of above nineteen miles, we arrived at tke kraal, where 
its inhabitants rejoiced to see us again, and greeted us as old friends. 
The father of tke Buskboy soon made his appearance and seemed most 
happy at finding his son safely returned. What account the boy 
gave of his adventures, I could not pOHsibly learn; but he was grown 
so much fatter since he first joined our party, that it was not neces­
sary for him to tell his countrymen that he had been well treated. 
He was of very sedate and modest manners, and seldom indulged in 
open mirth and laughter; probably because he· had little opportunity 
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of conversing freely in his own language: but, after the anxiety I had 
sufFered on his account, it afforded me the greatest gratification to 
observe the brightness of his countenance, at his return home, 
and his smiling happy looks. When I reflected on the misunder­
standing and possible consequences which might have ensued from 
our not bringing him back with us, I regarded it as providential 
good-fortune, that he had been intercepted in his Bight, by an honest 
boor, and by his means placed again" in our hands. 

As the people of the kraal informed us that tke ,pring, which 
supplied them with water, was at a considerable distance farther, I 
judged it most convenient to proceed thither. The chief sent some 
of his men to guide us; for without that assistance we should cer­
tainly not.have found it that night, as it lay about two miles and a 
quarter northward in the open plain. The reasons which they gave, 
for pitching their huts so far from any water, were, I think, such as 
could be imagined only by a nation like the Bushmen j - the com­
mandoes of boors in search of stolen cattle,. would not so easi1y find 
them out in their present situation; while, by being at a distance 
from the spring, they not only escaped the annoyance of lions and 
beasts of prey, but they left the water open for the use of other 
animals, so that they often had an opportunity of shooting game, 
by lying there in ambush. 

It was quite dark when we arrived at the spring. As the 
Hottentots were much fatigued, and desirous of retiring early to rest, 
I was not sorry that the natives did Dot follow us to our halting­
place. Their visit was reserved till the morning, which was the time 
I had appointed for making the distribution of tobacco. 

9th. My new stock enabled me to give more liberally than I had 
done on my former visit, and the whole kraal were rendered as happy 
as before. 

When I mentioned to them, that the boors laid heavy com­
plaints against their nation for coming into the colony and com­
mitting so many robberies, they cunningly replied, that they knew 
other kraals did so, but as for them, they never stole cattle "from any 
body, but were content to live always on game and wild roots. I 
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must however, beg old Crowhead's pardon, for strongly doubting the 
truth of his declaration; but as this was no affair of mine, and I 
could do the colonists no actual good by preaching to these people 
against stealing, I thought it more prudent to leave him under the 
supposition that I believed him to be a very honest man. 

At noon we bade these poor creatures farewell; and took a 
course across the plain in a direction intended to bring us to our 
former resting-place at Quakka Station. There were very few·objects 
in the country around, sufficiently remarkable to have guided any 
but men accustomed to traverse pathless deserts j yet from the cha­
racter of different parts of these plains, and some distant low moun­
tains, we were enabled to find our way without deviation, exactly to 
the place we wished j although there was neither bush, nor hillock, 
to mark its position, nor any thing by which it could be recognised 
at a distance. As we approached the place, we had various opinions 
whether we should

l 

find the same spot again, but most of the 
Hottentots felt assured. that we should not miss it j and I was. as 
much pleased as surprised, when the result proved how direct had 
been the course which we had steered. We found the remains of 
our fires, and the bushes which had formed our shelter two months 
before: but there were evident proofs of much rain having fallen 
here since that time. On the way we fortunately fell in with an 
ostrich's nest containing ten eggs, a prize which always afforded us 
an agreeable and w bolesome change of food. 

lOth. Speelman and Juli had yesterday separated from the rest, 
for the purpose of hunting, and had, though on horseback, been 
absent the whole night. But Juli came home this morning with the 
agreeable information, of their having shot a large male kanna (or 
eland), which he had left in the plain at a considerable distance 
northward and a few miles to the right of our course. They had 
also fallen in with two lions, but had wisely declined having any 
dealings with them. 

We therefore immediately packed up our baggage, and departed, 
under his guidance. ;The day was exceedingly pleasant, and not a 
cloud was to be seen. For a mile or two, we travelled along the 
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banks of the river, which in this part abounded in taIl mat-rushes. 
The dogs seemed much to enjoy prowling about and examining 
every bushy place, and at last met with some object among the 
rushes, which caused them to set up a most vehement and determined 
barking. We explored the spot with caution, as we suspected from 
the peculiar tone of' their bark that it was, what it proved to be, ] ions. 
Having encouraged the dogs to drive them out, a task which they 
performed with great willingness, we had a full view, of an enormous 
black-maned lioD, and a lioness. The latter, was seen only for a 
minute, as she made her escape up the river, under concealment of the 
rushes; but tke lion came steadily forward and stood still to look at us. 
At this nloment we felt our situation not free from danger, as the ani­
mal seemed preparing to spring upon lIS, and we were standing on 
the bank at the distance of only a few yards from him, most of us 
being on foot and unarmed, without any visible possibility of escap­
ing. I had given up my horse to the hunters and was on foot my­
self; but there was no time for fear, and it was useless to attempt 
avoiding him. Poor Truy was in great alarm; she clasped her infant 
to her bosom, and screamed out, as if she thought her destruction 
inevitable, calling anxiously to those who were nearest the animal, 
Take care! Take care! In great fear for my safety, she half-insisted 
upon my moving farther off: I however, stood well upon my guard, 
holding my pistols in my hand, with my finger upon the trigger; 
and those who had muskets kept themselves prepared in the same 
manner. But at this instant, tke dogs boldly flew in between us and 
the lion, and surrounding him, kept him at bay by their violent and 
resolute barking. The courage of these faithful animals, was most 
admirable: they advanced up to the side of the huge beast, and 
stood making the greatest clamor in his face, without the least ap­
pearance of fear. The lion, conscious of his strength, remained un­
moved at their noisy attempts, and kept his head turned towards us. 
At one moment, the dogs perceiving his eye thus engaged, had 
advanced close to his feet, and seemed as if they would actually 
'seize hold of him; but they paid dearly for their imprudence, for 
without discomposing the majestic and steady attitude in which he 
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stood fixed, he merely moved his paw, and at the next instant, I 
beheld two lying dead. In doing this, he made so little exertion, 
that it was scarcely perceptible by what means they had been killed. 
Of the time which we bad gained by the interference of the dogs, 
not a moment was lost j we fired upon him j one of the balls went 
through his side just between the short ribs, and the blood immediately 
began to flow j but the animal still remained standing in the same 
position. We had now no doubt that he would spring upon us j 

every gun was instantly reloaded j but happily we were mistaken, and 
were not sorry to see him move quietly away j though I had hoped, 
in a few minutes to have been enabled to take hold of his paw without 
danger. 

This was considered by our party to be a lion of the largest size, 
and seemed, as I measured him by comparison with the dogs, to be, 
though less bulky, as large as an ox. He was certainly as long in 
body, though lower in stature j and his copious mane gave him a 
truly formidable appearance. He was of that variety which the 
Hottentots and bOOfS distinguish by the name of the hlack lion, on 
account of the blacker colour of the mane, and which is said to be 
always larger and more dangerous than the other which they call the 
pale lion, (vaalleeuw.) Of the courage of a lion, I have no very high 
opinion, but of his majestic air and movement, as exhibited by this 
animal, while at liberty in his native plains, I can bear testimony. 
Notwithstanding the pain of a wound of which he must soon after­
wards have died, he moved slowly away with a stately and measured 
step. 

At the time when men first adopted the lion as the emblem of 
courage, it would seem that they regarded great size and strength as 
indicating it j but they were greatly mistaken in the character they 
have given to this indolent skulking animal, and have overlooked a 
much better example of true courage, and of other virtues also, in the 
bold and faithful dog. 

As its skin could not have been brought away, all our oxen being 
already overloaded, I did not think it worth while to pursue the beast 
till we had killed it j and judged it much wiser Dot to run the risk 
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of losing any of my men, especially for an object to which we were 
led neither by necessity nor ad vantage. 

After a march of above twelve miles, we arrived at the place 
where the kanna lay: it was in the middle of a plain covered with 
low scattered bushes. Here we found Speelman, who had remained 
to guard the carcass and prevent its being devoured by vultures, of 
which great numbers were discoverable hovering at an immense 
height in the air, and sailing round in circles directly above the spot. 
This place is distinguished therefore, upon the map, by the name of 
Vulture Station. 

We were soon afterwards joined by a party of natives, the greater 
number of whom were women, removing with their oxen, sheep, 
goats, and the materials of their huts, to Kaabi's Kraal. 

11th. We had with us seventeen Bushmen, some of whom made 
themselves useful in lending their assistance to cut up the eland­
meat, for which service they and the whole party were, as usual, 
well paid in meat and tobacco. 

At noon, when we began to pack up, we discovered that the 
backs of some of the oxen, but more particularly of that which 
carried my baggage, were become so sore, and galled by their 
loads, that we found them unable to proceed. This inconvenience 
was the more serious in its consequences, as it would, by travelling, 
grow every day worse. In this dilemma, I despatched two of the 
Bushmen to my friend Kaabi, from whose kraal I supposed we were 
not more than a day's journey, to beg that he would lend me two of 
his pack-oxen. 

In the mean time I sent five of my men out hunting, that I might 
be enabled to make him a handsome present of game. They were 
not, however, successful, though the whole plain was covered with 
the foot-marks of antelopes and other wild beasts which were seen 
on all sides. Amongst these the lions made constant havoc; and 
at night the cries and moans of an eland, which we heard one of 
them devouring close by our station, awoke me in the middle of 
my sleep. 

12th. In the morning, one of the Bushmen fetched away the 
VOL. II. cc 
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remains of the lion's supper; which, however, was little more than 
the legs. It was therefore probable that more than one lion had 
feasted upon the carcass or that a pack of jackals and hyenas, or the 
vultures, had finished the rest. 

The hunters set out early j and it was not long before they had 
shot an eland. These unfortunate animals were not allowed to rest 
in safety either day or night, and were now pursued by more 
formidable enemies than lions. Their flesh being, as before remarked, 
much superior in taste and in fatness, to nearly all other kinds of 
game, they were always, by preference, chased by the Hottentots, 
while other animals were passed by unmolested. 

The vultures, attracted from afar by the smell of so much meat, 
descended in great numbers, and walked around us at the distance of 
one or two hundred yards, with as much ease and familiarity as oxen 
or sheep. Accustomed as they are, to feed in society with beasts of 
prey, they appeared very little disturbed by the presence of our dogs, 
which sometimes, as if the birds had been merely strange dogs, ran to 
drive them away from the offal, which they considered as belonging 
exclusively to themselves. 

Of these birds I observed five distinct species, but not having 
shot any, I am unable to describe them with certainty. They some­
times approached so near, that, besides the two a1ready noticed *,1 
could distinguish two others, as being new, and probably undescribed 
species; and which I never afterwards met with again. They both 
equalled, as well as I could judge under such circumstances, the 
largest of the African 'Vultures. One was entirely white, and the bare 
skin of its neck, white also: this might possibly be the female of the 
following species: of which I made a sketch. This latter was of a 
sooty black plumage; the naked skin of the neck was of a pale rose 
color; and the top of the head was covered with feathers of the 
same color as that of the wings and other parts of the body. Its 

• Yultur percnopterus, at page 9S8, and the large black vulture I1t page 977, of the 
first volume. 
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beak was straight and long as in the Percnopterus, and the end of it 
was hooked and orange-coloured.· 

One of the old Buikwomen was so characteristic a specimen of her 
nation at that age, that I made her sit for her portrait. This was no 
incon,"enience to her, as she naturally sat like an inanimate mass. 
She scarcely. indeed, looked like a human being: a rough sheep-skin 
kaross, only served to give her a more shapeless appearance j and 
eyes so sunken as hardly to be visible, together with large clots of 
red ochre hanging over and covering her forehead, gave to her 
miserable dirty wrinkled visage, the strongest character of poverty 
wretchedness and neglect. 

The two Bushmen, whom I sent off yesterday at about one 
o'clock in the afternoon, had made such surprising expedition, that 
at four o'clock this day, they returned with the two oxen i having 
travelled on foot a distance of sixty miles within fifteen hours j from 
which is to be subtracted the time required for their meals and rest. 
They were accolnpanied by four of their countrymen, who came with 
a request from Kaabi that I would send him some tobacco. As soon 
as they received this, and had hastily taken some refreshment, they 
started again, to return home. 

I was now informed that Kaabi and all hili people had for the 
present removed their kraal from where I first saw it, to a distance of 
several miles farther northward. Here they were expecting us, and 
accordingly sent word that they wished me to deviate from our old 
track along the river, that we might take this new kraal in our way. 

13th. With the addition to my own party, of the people and 
cattle who were removing to join Kaabi, we formed a strong caravan, 
and perhaps as motley and singular a group as ever could be formed 
into a picture. The whole affair appeared so curious and strange, 
and the circumstances so unlike every thing English, that, happening 

• 'Yultur pileatu.s, B. 
Totus fuliginoso-niger. Colli pars superior nuda pallid~ rose&. Caput pennatum 

nigrum. Rostrum capite multO longius, rectum, apice adunco aurantiaco. Species inter 
majores. 

c c 2 
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in the midst of al1 this, to turn my thoughts back to my own country, 
I seemed for a few moments to believe that I was only in a dream j 
and that the scene before me was one of those inconsistent medleys 
of ideas, which are often produced by a wandering imagination. 

The first part of this day's-march was through a country covered 
with low mountains and rocky hills. Under the guidance of the 
Bushmen, we next proceeded over a large and rugged plain; and 
afterwards ascended to a higher level, on which, after travelling two 
or three miles farther, we found a pond of water j and, as it was 
already dark, halted there for the night. Kaabi's new kraal was not 
more than an hour and a half beyond this place, yet it would have been 
unsafe, in the midst of lions then beginning their nightly prow], to 
have travelled at that hour with so many cattle j as the dread of 
these destructive beasts, would certainly have thrown them into con­
fusion, and scattered or destroyed our baggage. We had marched, 
according to estimation, twenty-five miles and a half, and the greater 
part of which being over ground profusely covered with large loose 
stones, nlost of my Graaffreynet people were much fatigued. 

As soon as we arrived, the Bushmen made, upon the heights, 
three fires at the distance of about sixty yards apart, and forming an 
equilateral triangle. These were intended as some private signal, 
either to let their friends in the surrounding country, know that we 
were approaching, or to signify that our fires were those of friends, 
and consequently, to prevent any hostile attack upon us in the dark. 
I have therefore marked this spot by the name of Three.:fires Station. 

14th. This morning so many visitors continued arriving, that 
we were at length surrounded by a large crowd, whom we found to 
be nearly the whole of Kaabi's people. Among them I was glad to 
see Riizo; and he appeared equally gratified at meeting us again. 
These !latives came merely for the pleasure of seeing us, and of telling 
us that they were glad at our having returned into their country. 
They assisted us in packing our oxen, and we then moved on 
together in a numerous body. 

The distance being but little more than four miles, we reached 
the kraal in "less than an hour and a half; where I was greeted by 
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Kaabi and many others whom I personally knew, with happy friendly 
countenances. 

As I had promised to bring them more tobacco at my return, I 
was immediately surrounded by tlte crowd, who looking upon me now 
as an old friend, laid aside all timidity and restraint; and gave loose 
to the most ridiculous manifestation of their pleasure, when they saw 
me about to distribute this precious gift. They pushed in amongst 
one another with heedless eagerness to get near to me, and pressed 
each other so closely that neither I nor the chief had room to move, 
and my clothes began to assume the same red color as theirs. The 
lively clamor which the crowd sent forth, prevented all attempts at 
speaking, and rendered it impossible for anyone to gain a hearing: 
each one, but more particularly the women, endeavoured to out-do 
the rest, in the noisy expression of their joy, and I could have fancied 
myself in the midst of a crowd of happy children to whom I was 
about to make presents of toys and sugarplums. Kaabi raised his 
voice and spoke to them j but he was not heard: all that he could 
do, was to sm ile, and wait patiently till this sudden ebullition of joy 
had subsided. My new men seemed astonished at such a familiar, 
and to them unusual, reception from Bushmen. At length, finding 
the noise and confusion too great to suffer me to make I:L regular dis­
tribution myself, I Rnnonn~ed that their chieftain had undertaken to 
give to each one his due share j and accordingly I delivered to him 
the whole quantity of tobacco which I had previously laid apart for 
our friends at this kraal. 

These people were now possessed of large Ilerds of cattle j and 
when asked how they had so suddenly become rich, the only explan­
ation they gave was, that they had received them from another kraal. 
That they were stolen, I had no doubt j and Keyser even assured me 
that he knew the greater part of the oxen to be some which belonged 
to a boor named Cobus Pretorius, living on Sneeuwberg. I counted 
forty j but my men afterwards observed ten more j and besides these, 
a flock of about two hundred sheep. 

The policy of this kraal, had induced them to station themselves 
at a distance of five miles from any water, in an open situation which 
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was somewhat concealed from distant view, by a low surrounding 
ridge of hills. (See the fourth plate.-) I employed the afternoon in 
making drawings of the scene; together with portraits of Kaabi, of a 
young woman and her child, and several other sketches. Among the 
people of this kraal, I observed one woman with very red, or carroty 
hair; and have since seen in different tribes of Bushmen, other 
instances of this color; but they were not frequent. Grey hair is 
equally a rarity. 

The vignette at the head of this chapter represents the arml of 
the Bushmen. From a strap which passes over one shoulder, are sus­
pended the quiver, the bow, and the kirri (keeri) in the manner there 
seen. Behind these, are shown an arrow and the upper half of a 
hassagay; all drawn to the same proportion, the bow being usually 
between three and four feet long, sometimes shorte~, but rarely longer. 
The bowstring is always formed of catgut or the twisted entrails of 
some animal. The bow itself is made not always of the same sort of 

• The Jiutsrepresented in this plate, are constructed of mats (Vol. I. p.114. 268.) made 
of rushes, in the manner shown in a fanner plate (pl. 7. Vol. I. p.82S.) and more particularly 
described in a preceding part of this volume. (p. 55. and 56.) The Bushmen of the 
Cisgariepine mORt commonly paint their mats lengthwise with stripes of red-ochre. The 
outermost figure on tke left, will give an idea of the appearance of a Bushman as he is 
usually equipped for travelling, having his bow, quiver, hassagay and kirri. Before him 
is a representation of one of their dogs, (p.S6.) which are of a race perhaps peculiar to 
these tribes. Hassagays and sticks, when not in use, are most frequently stuck in the 
ground by the side of the hut. This plate exhibits, not only the particular view of the 
spot, but the ordinary appearance of a Buslzman Kraal, and the genuine domestic state of 
its inhabitants, such as they are in their proper and original mode. In this picture, there­
fore, the number of figures and their Occupations, are only those which are consistent with 
this intention, and have no reference to the unusual and busy scene which this kraal 
became in consequence of my arrival among these people. The nearest figure in the 
middle of the picture, is that of a man returning home from hunting, carrying a fawn or 
young antelope at his back. To the left of him, are two men, and a woman having her 
child in her arms, sitting in front of their hut, a very common manner of spending their 
time in fine weather: other parties of the same kind are seen at the other huts. Most of 
the figures have leathern caps of various forms according to the fancy of the maker or wearer. 
The outermost figure on the right is a man returning from the neighbouring spring with 
an ostrich-cgg shell filled ,with water. On the left of him, and close to the hut in the fore­
ground, may be seen one of those sticks already described (p. 29.) as being loaded with a 
perforated globular stone for the purpose of digging up various eatable wild roots. The 
soil here is of a reddish color, and scantily covered with herbage and low bushes. 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



1812. ARMS OF THE BUSHMEN. 199 

wood, as the materials vary according to the country in which the 
kraal resides: that from which the figure was taken, was of the wood 
of a species of Tarchonanthus from the Transgariepine. The karree­
tree (Rhus viminale) is most generally used for this purpose. The 
quiver is usually made of some thick hide, as of the ox, or the kanna ; 
but the natives more towards the western coast, frequently use the 
branches of the .Aloe dichotoma, which is therefore caned by the 
Hottentots and Colonists, kokerboom or quiver-tree. The hassagay is 
not made by themselves: these weapons are either purchased from 
the Caifres, or derived from the Bichuanas by means of barter from 
one kraal to another. 

The arrow is so pure]ya Bushman manufacture, that the sur­
rounding tribes, often procure them from this nation, as being better 
arrow-makers than themselves: and I much doubt whether in fact these 
weapons are ever made by the Bachapins. The shaft is made from 
the common African reed, and at each end is neatly bound round with 
sinew, to prevent splitting. The head consists principally of a long 
piece of bone cut very smoothly to fit exactly into the reed, so as to 
remain fast without being absolutely fixed. The length of the whole 
arrow is generally between eighteen and twenty-two inches. At the 
end of this chapter may be seen, of their natural size, the figures of 
arrow-heads of various forms. 'rhey are tipped with a thin triangular 
piece of iron made exceedingly sharp at the edges. Ilnmediately 
below this, is a thick coating of the gummy poisonous compound, 
already described'*; and in this poison, is placed a barb made from 
a piece of quill. The whole of the head is separate from the shatt, 
and is made merely to fit into it j so that neither man, nor animal, can 
draw it out of the wound by means of the reed, which in the flight, may 
drop off, while the head will still be left buried in the flesh. Some­
times the head consists only of the bone, without the piece of iron, 
and it is then made very sharp and slender, and is also covered with 
the poison: when the arrows of this form are not immediately wanted, 

• In the first volume at page 589. 
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