Natural Hiftory

OF THE

CarE of Goop-Hore, &c.

— 1l Aving written an Account of the Inha-
' , | bitants of the Cape of Good Hope, or of
il the feveral Nations of the Hostzntots,
|| and of the Dutch Settlement among

' *em, I fhall now draw upa Natural
Hiftory of that Country. And ask
refided there many Years, the Reader will eafily
believe, I had Opportunities in Abundance (and, I
affure him, I made the beft Ufe [ could of all of
%;;m‘ to get up every neceflary Material for fuch a2

ork.

I fhall begin with the Topography of the Lands
poflels’d by the Dutch at the Cape 5 of the Face of
which Lands the Reader hasa very exact Reprefen~
tation in the annexed Map,
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2 Tbe Natural Hiffory of
A Topographical Account of the Colony of the

Care,

HE firft Settlement of the Dutch at the Cape
was in the Valley of the Taple-Hill : Beyond
wa:ch Hill having quickly egtended themfelves, and
purchas’d of the Hottentots great Numbers of Cattle,
they erected, near the Sali-River, a Fort of Wood
and Earth, in which a Guard was kept Day and
Night, as well to prevent the Cattle from Straying
and Mixing with the Hottentot Herds, as to guard
*em againft the Hoztentots, if they fhould attempt to
fteal *em. To this Fort they therefore gave the
Name of Turn the Cow. They eretted likewife, near
*his Fort, a large Stable, fufficient for the Recep-
ion of 150 Horfes, and likewife for the Lodging of
s many Men: And a great many Men and Horfes
were for a confiderable Time kept here ; ready to
mount at the fhorteft Warning, in Puyrfuit of the
Run-away Cattle, and of the Hottentots if they fhould
make any Attempt on ’em: For neither the Duich
nor any other People upon Earth are Matches for
the Hottentots at Running.

The Colony having extended it felf beyond the
Sait-River, far up in the Cauntry, this Fort became
ufelefs, and went quickly to Ruin. But a confidera-~
ble Part of the Stable is ftill ftanding s and *tis kept
from Time to Time in a Sert of Repair, but not
for Horfes. *Tis now as it has been for many Years
paft, a Receptacle for fuch Offenders in theTerri-
tories of theDusch in India as they think fit to banifh
to the Cape for a certain Time. As in my Time at
the Cape, there dwelt in this Stable fome Jndian Prin-
ees, who, for certain Mifdemeanors, had bccn_ﬂl;ag
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the CArx of Goop Hore. 3

nifh’d hither by the Government at Batavis for Five
Years. They fubfifted here wholly by their own
Labour : And when the Time of their Exile was
out, they were convey’d back to Bazgviain one of
the Company’s Ships.

‘The Governour, Simon Van der Stel, undertook
to cut a Canal from the Salt-River to the Bay-Fal-
zo, deep and broad enough for Two Ships of the
heavieft Burthen to pafs by one another. By this
Canal he intended 2 Communication for Ships be-
tween the Tsble-Bay and Bay-Falzo, and by fuch
Communication a Security for the Shipping, as well
from the South-Eaft- as the North-Weft Monfoons.
He attually made a confiderable Progrefs in the
Work ; and What he effeCted of it remains at this
Day under the Name of the New Sa/t-River. But
when he came to difcover, that both Monfoons would
unavoidably choak up the Canal with Sand, he
wifely laid afide the Defign. But tho’ fuch Confe-
quence were not to have been apprehended, the
whole Work would have requir’d fo immenfe an
Expence, as the Company, perhaps, for much grea«
ter Advantages than what were aim’d at could never
have refolv’d to bear. °Tis four German Miles
from the Table-Bay to Bay-Fulzo the fhorteft Cut.

The Lands about the Sa/-River are divided inta
fine Fruit-Gardens, charming Pleafure-Gardens,
noble Vineyards, and lovely Corn-Fields ; all of *em
firft planted by M. Van Riebeck, the firft Governour
of the Cape. A noble Garden and Vineyardon Bufh-
Hibel, as it is call’d (i. e. Buth-Hill) feen in this
Quarter, were likewife firft planted by that Gentle-
xr‘llan 3 an Eftate of diftinguith’d Beauty and Fer-
tility.
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4 The Natural Hiflory of

Into thefe Gardens have been tranfplanted, at
great Trouble and Expence, moft Sorts of valuable
Fruit-Trees thatare feen in Exrope: And they prof-
per here to Admiration. The feveral Sorts of the
European Apple and Pear, produc’d here, excel, in
my Opinion, the moft delicious of the like Sorts
produc’d in Europe, both in Goodnefs and Flavour.
The European Grapes, produc’d at the Cape, are
moft delicious Fruit; as are likewile the Perfian
Grapes, and the Grapes of feveral other Countries,
with which thefe Gardens, and moft others at the
Cape, abound, Chefnuts here are excellent, and
in great Plenty ; as are likewife Lemons, Oranges,
Citrons, Figs, Fapan Apples, and a great many
other Fruits, which the Cape-Soil and Climate
receive with the higheft Generofity and bring to the
higheft Perfection.

In the Table-Valley is fituate the Cape-Town, and
the noble Fortrefs , call’'d Bowne Efperance, or
Good-Hope. At a little Diflance from the Town lie
a great many rich and beautiful Gardens and Vine-
yards. On the River there is a Row of Houfes, and
feveral fine Gardens, Vineyards and Corn-Fields,
which are Town-Lands, and are let to Farm, by the
Chief Burgo-mafter, with the Confent of the Gover-
nour, for 1500 Florins a Year ; which is paid into
the Town-Treafury.

Several beautiful Country-Seats, Vineyards and
Gardens are to be feen on almoft every Qide of the
Table-Hill. ‘The Company has here Two very fpa-
cious, rich and beautiful Gardens. In one of ‘em
ftands, eretted at the Company’s Expence, a2 noble
Pleafure-Houfe for the Governour, and near it a
beautiful Grove of Oaks, call’d the Rownd-Bupb,
from which this Garden takes its Name, being caltll’ld
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the CAPE of Goop Horr. 5

the Round-Bu/b Garden. The other Garden, which
is at fome Diftance from this, is call’d Newland, be-
caufe but lately planted. Both thefe Gardens are
finely water’d by the Springs on the Zable-Hill 5
and the Company draws from ’em a very confidera-
ble Revenue.

Between thefe Gardens, and contiguous to tle
*foremention’d Stable, lies a lovely Eftate, cill’d,
on Account of its Fertility, Bread and Wine.
Between thofe Gardens likewife ftands Lonwen’s
famous Brew-houfe, erected by Facob Lonwen, who,
together with his Family, was tranfported to the
Cape, at the Company’s Expence, for tl is very Pur-
poles and to introduce at the Cape the Deventer Me-
thod of Brewing, a Town in the Low Countries from
whence he came. The Brew-houfe is plentifully
fupplied with Water from the Springs on the Table-
Hill; which likewife water all the circumjicent
Fields. ‘The feveral Currents of the Springs, on the
Side towards the Sa/t-River, unite at the Bottom of
the Hill, and make a vigorous Stream, which runs
into the Salt-River.

Near the Bu/b-Hill ftands a beautiful Seat, erected
by the Governour Simon Van der Stel, and call’d, in
Honour of his Wife, by her Name, Conflantia, 1tho’
fhe was not fo complaifant as to follow him into
Afric.  ‘The Situation is extremely delightful. From
the upper Front-Windows you have a charming 7if~
to, confifting of Meadows, Corn-Fields , Gardens,
Vineyards, and feveral pretty Country-S ats b.low~-
ing to the Cape-Burghers, the Whole extremely de-
lightful to the Eye. In Particular oula ¢ a del-
cate View of the Byffalo’c Valley, asit is call’d, or
Valley of Bulls, where the Company form rly kept
a Slaughter-Houfe, and train’d up Cattle You have
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6 The Natural Hiffory of

likewife from thence a fine Profpect of the Z4b/z-Bay;
and which Way foever you look from thofe Win-
dows, the Eye is captivated with the beautiful Ef-
fects of the Dutch Art and Induftry, and with the
Beauty, the Variety and the Generofity of Nature,
All the Gardens and Vineyards about thofe Country
Seats are well planted and extremely fruitful, and
yield a very confiderable yearly Profit to the Ow-
ners.

Behind the Bu/-Hill, in the Way to Confantia,
runs a rough ftony Road, very difficult to pafs, lea-
ding over high and rough Mountains to the #%od-
Bay, fo call’d from the large Wood on the Bay s
which Wood is only cut down, and the Ground
clear’d, according as the Colonies are in Want of
Timber or Fuel, which are precty fcarce andvaluable
at the Cape.

The Company had formerly- feveral little Settle~
ments up and down the Country for the Breeding of
Cattle ; particularly one behind the craggy Moun-
tains, which (according to Dapper) the Portugueze
call Jos Picos fragofos (1. e. the broken Mountains)
The Dutch call the Part of thofe Mountains to the
Northward Norwegen. But the Company findin
that the faid Settlements fubjected ’em to intolerable
Lofies and Expences, they difpos’d of thofe Settle-
ments, and committed the Bufinefs of {upplying the
Company with Meat at the Cape, to Four privileg’d
Slaughter-Houfes 5 from which Slaughter-Houfes
only, the Company has been fupplied ever fince.

In this Quarter liesa vaft Tratt of Land ( the
Compafsof it being near Three Days Journey) which
the Governour, Van der Stel, appropriated to him-
felf and Family, The handfome Seatand the feve-
ral Stables on this Eftate weré built by that Gentle-

man;
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man ; as waslikewife the Fifh-Houfe near the
Cbalk-Bay. _

All the adjacent Hillsare call’d Ziger-Hills § not
for that they were formerly the Haunts of Tigers,
but becaufe they appear colour’d and fpotted to
Something of the Refemblance of the Skins of Ti-
gers. Thefe Hills are efteem’d the moft fertile of
all othersabout the Cape 3 and all the Lands upon
’em are in Occupation , excepting a fmall Tratt
where iffues a Spring, from which many Planters in
the Neighbourhood, in the dry Seafonsy are wholly
fupplied with Water. This Tra&, theréfore, the
the Government at the Cape wifely refules to granty
fince thereby the Plantersabout it might be put to
new and very heavy Inconveniences for Want of
Water,

The Tiger«Hills were formerly the lov’d Haunts of
great Numbers of Deer § and, ’tisfaid, théfe Hills
owe their Fertility to the Dung of thofe Creatures.
It i3, indeed, remarkable, thatall Places about the
Cape, frequented by Deer, are abundantly more
fertile than others in which thofe Animals are never
or but rarely feen. The Tiger Hills are, as I have
faid, efteem’d the moft fertile of all others about
the Cape. And, indeed, the Profufions of Nature
tipon thofe Hills argue an uncommon Generofity of
Soil. Inthe Corn-Fields, Vineyards, and Gardens
on the Sides of thofe Hills, and in the Valleys; Na-
ture appears, methinks; in all her Pride and Luk-
ur({ 3 and eveh on the Sumimits of thofe Hills fhe
diftributes her Bounties with a very lavith Hand.

I reckon, that there ate upon the Tiger-Hills
Twenty Two commodious Seats ; and the fime
Number of very hancfome Eftates 3 all of ’em divi-
ded into Corn-Fields, Vineyards, Gardens, and

B4 Mea-



8 Tbé Natural Hiffory of

Meadow-Ground : And the Meadows upon each are
nobly ftock’d with both great and fmall Cattle. He
is but a Settler of little Confideration at the Cape, who
has not more than 600 Sheep and 100 large Cattle.
He muft have upwards of 1000 Sheep, and from
200 to 300 large Cattle, to beof any Reckoning for
Subftance. I met with a great many who had feveral
Thoufunds of fmall Cattle, and above a Thoufand of
Great. Eftates fo culiivated, fo ftock’d with Cat-
tle, and fo Joaded with the Liberalities of Nature,
are no where to be feen in Exrope.

The Settlements at the Cape were furnith’d with
Horfes from Perfia : And the Perfian Horfes have
encreas’d in the Settlements to fuch a Degree, that
they now hardly bear any Price there. At an Auc-
tion of Horfes at the Cape, in the Year 1712, I faw
three of thefe Horfes, ftrong and beautiful Crea-
tures, from one to three Years old, fold for Eigh-
teen Dusch Schellings.

The Ziger-Hills, I compute, are about Eight
Leagues in Compafs; and the Part of em the remo-
teft from the Cape,about Four Leagues from thence.

A Hill, call’d the Cow-Hill, in this Quarter, was
fettled next after the Tiger-Hills. It liesat about the
Diftance of Six Leagues from the Cape. But the
Soil being not{o rich as that of the Tiger-Hills, and
the Hill yielding no good Water, the Inhabitants
and the Cattle there bear no Proportion in Numbers
to thofe on the Tiger-Hills.

The Blew-Mountain in this Quarter, fo call’d
from its appearing blew at a Diftance, particularly
at Sea, was fettled next. °Tis about Eight Leagues
from the Cape. *Tis as fertile as the Tiger-Hills;
but being but poorly provided with good Water,
’tis as thinly inhabited as the Cow-Hill. 1\\4’3%
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‘Wild Beafts are feen on this Mountain ; particularly
Elephants and Deer; which furnith the Settlers with
very wholefome and delicious Food, and with Hides
of which they make a very confiderable Profit.

The Rcad};r needs not be told, that the Cape- or
Capian-Settlement, as it is fometimes call’d, tak s
its Name from the Cape, which makes a Part of 1t.
*Tisdivided from the Settlement call’d Stellerbofh
by a large Defart, which borders on the Cape-Town.
Inthe Year 1712 the Capian-Colony was, by the
Decree of the College of Policy or Supreme Council
at the Cape, confiderably extended. Before I pro-
ceed in myTopographical Account, it may be worth
While to relate the Matter that occafion’d this
Decree.

The Baron van Rbeede, who had pafs’d thro® fe-
veral great Employments in the Company’s Service
in the Indies with the higheft Reputation, being re-
turn’d Home, was, inthe Year 1685, fent again by
the Company to the Indies, with the Title of Com-
miffary General, to look into the Adminiftration of
all the Dutch Governments in the Indies and in the
‘Way to ’em, and to rettifie What he fhould find
amifs in any of ’em, in fuch Manner as he fhould
judge moft proper. He had even full Powers to dif-
place fuch Governours and other Officers in the
Company’s Service in the Judies, as he thould judge,
either for Incapacity or Male-adminiftration, un-
worthy of their Employments, and to appoint others
in their Room. This Gentleman, in his Way to
the Indies with this Commiffion, call’d at the Cape ;
and having look’d narrowly into the Settlements,
made many Alterations and many new Ordinances
for their better Government. The firft Land droft
or Lieutenant for the Siellenbofp and Drakenflesn

Ca-
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Colonies was appointed and vommiffion’d by himi,
He gave this Land-Droft the Powers of a Fifcal In«
dependent (an Officer in the Capian Colony) to feize
and profecute all Criminals, Vagabonds and difor-
derly Perfons in the Colonies for which he was ap-
pointed ; and thofe Powers the faid Land-Droft exer«
cis’d without Interruption till the Year 1712; when
a Gang of Common Seamen, who had abandon’d
their Ships to ramble up and down the Cape-Coun«
tries, and live upon Plunder, having committed
many Robberies and Outrages on the Planters who
dwelt in*lone Houfes on the Skirts of the Settlements,
this Land-Droff, with proper Affiftance, purfued
and took ’em, and put ’em in Prifon, in order to
bring ’em to Juftice. But before That could be
done, they broke Prifon and efcap’d. A Couple of
*em were, foon after, apprehended again; one of
them by the Land-Droft, the other by the Fifcal
Provifional of the Capian Colony, an Officer ape
ointed by the Government at the Cape to act in the
lace of Fifcal Independent, upon the Demife of the
latter, till fuch Time as the Company thould appoint
another. This Fifcal Provifional being a proud
turbulent Man, and thinking to recommencd him«
felf to the Company, for the Poft of Fifcal Indepen.
dent, by his Spirit and A&ivity, as well in the
Maintenance of its Rights and Privileges, as in the
KExecution of it, took it in his Head to difpute the
Authority of the Land-Drof in the prefentCafe, and
to deny him all Right to profecute his Prifoner 3
alledging, that the faid Prifoner being a Sailor, he
was to be accounted of the Capian-Colony, and,
confequently, could be profecuted only by the Fif«
cal. The Land-Droff not fubmitting to this, the
Fifcal Provifipnal laid the Matter before the (C}rand
oun-
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Council, praying the faid Council to decide upon it-
‘The Council fummon’d the Land-Droft before it 3
who, accordingly appearing;iproduc’d his Commuffi-
on from the Baron van Rbeede 5 which being allow’d,
the Council thought fit, in order to preventall Dif-
putes of this Nature between thofe Officers for the
Time to come, to fettle their Jurifdictions by De-
cree, and to ordain, that the Land-Drof# thould pro-
fecute only for fuch Crimes as fhould be committed
within his Jurifdition, and the Fifcal only for fuch
as fhould be committed in his : And that with Re-
gard to Precedence in the Bufinefs ot Profecutions,
it fhould be thus : Prior Tempore, Prior Jure: The
Criminal Trials thould come on according to the
Dates of the Commitments of the Prifoners. And
now it was, and on this Occafion, that the Grand
Council, by Decree, extended the Capian Colony
as far as the Mu/bel-Bank-River. I now proceed in
my Topographical Account.

The Mufbel-Bank River is only a Conflux of Rain.
In therainy Seafons, the Currents from the neigh-
bouring Mountains, unite in this Channel and make
a mighty Stream, which runs into the Sals-River 5
and That into the 745/2-Bay: But in the dry Seafons
you fee Nothing in this Channel but Pits, here and
there, of ftanding Water s which, in the great Heats,

uickly becomes brackith and very difagreable to
the Tafte. This brackith Water, however, in the
dry Seafons, goes down both with the People and
the Cattle in that Neighbourhood ; for, at thefe
“Times, no other is to be had thereabout. Nor do
the Inhabitants of the 7iger-Hills, in the dry or
Summer Seafons, fare any better with Refpect to
"Water. Al tlie Springs on thofe Hills contractand
retain a Brackifhnefs during all thofe Scafons, oh
¢
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The Source of the Sa/t-River is on the Summit
of the Zable-Hill. In its Courfe it receives feveral
Rivulets, and waters feveral fine Eftates, Gardens
and Vineyards, particularly the noble Garden of the
Company, calld the Round Byfp-Garden. Its Wa-
ter is as clear as Chryftal, and is efteem’d very
wholefome. For this River has not its Name from
the Saltnefs or Brackifhnefs of the Water ; which, on
the Contrary, at fome Diftance from the Mouth of
the River, is as fveet as any Water in the World.
*Tis call’d the S4/-River from the Salt Water of
the Sea, which in the Fluxes of the latter, mixes
with it, and gives it a Saltnefs or Brackifhnefs as far
as the Tide flows.

I donot find, that any particular Notice has been
taken, by any'Author who has written upon the Cape-
Settlements, of the Three Hills which form the 7z-
ble-Valley 5 viz. the Table-Hill, the Lion-Hill, and
the Wind- or (in the vulgar Phrafe) the Dewil’s-Hill.
I think each of *em merit a particular Defcription.

The Zable-Hill, call’d by the Portugueze, Tovoa
de Cabo, is the higheft of the Three. From the
Center of the Valley it bears South, extending it
felfa little to the South Weft. At fome Diftance it
appears very level and fmooth on the Summit, which
fomething refembles the Leafof a Table. But when
you come to the Summit, you find it very craggy
and uneven. Being view’d from_the Foot of it, up-
wards, it appears very rough and barren: The Eye
meets with little befides Stones of various Colours,

“which appear pretty thick fcatter’d on the Sides of it.
Thefe Stones, to an Eye at the Bottom, refemble
the Spotson a Tiger. The Hill, according to my
Meafuring , is 1857 Feet high. Onthe Top are
fcveral fine Springs 5 the Water as clear as Chryftal,
and of a very dele€table Tafte. 1



e ———
i

e
s

e
e
S =
e ==

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



theCarPE of Goor Hork. 13

I was affur’d by feveral credible Perfons, that a
little before my Arrival at the Cape, there appear’d
in the Night Time, for near a Month together,
on the Top of this Hill, Something like a large
Carbuncle-Stone ; a refplendent Something, refem-
bling, in the Imaginations of Many, a Serpent with
a Crown upon its Head, and by many taken for
one, to their infinite Terror and Aftonithment.
Being feen only during the Night, none were found
hardy enough to venture up to the Top at that
Time, to difcover What it was ;3 and in the Day-
Time, it feems, Nothing like it was to be found.
I was affur’d likewife, that the fame Appearance
was feen fome Years before, in the fame Place, and
forabout the fame Time. I muil leave this Matter
with my Reader asI found it, for I know not what
to make of it,

In the Middle of the Hill there is a Chafm, or
Rent, asitwere, in which grow feveral large Trees.
A great many Currents from the Top of the Hill
unite in this Chafm or Rent; and I cannot help
thinking butit was made by ’em : For in the ramy
Seafons, particularly in the Months of F##eand Fuly,
the Currents from the Top of the Hill are fo large
and violent, that they wath down a great deal of
Earth into the Valleys ; and ’tis obferv’d, that this
Chafm becomes larger every rainy Seafon.

Ata Diftance you difcover on  this Hill no To
kens of its Fertility ; but when you afcend it you
are charm’d with its Fruitfulnefs. The ftately Tree-,
with which it is adorn’d, are hardly to be difcover’d
till you are juft upon ’em. On this Hill are Two
Groves; onecall’d Hell, the other Paradife, between
which Groves, fome Years ago, was difcover’d
a Silver-Mine. Some Oar, dug out of this Mine,

was
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was fent to Holland ; but it not yielding, - it feems,
fucha Qliimtity of pure Silver as to induce the Com-
pany to think that the Produce of the Mine would
anfwer the Charge of Working it, the Mine was
clos’d up and negletted, and fo it remains to this
Day. The Beauty, the Variety and the Fragrancy
of the Flowers that grow in Plenty and charmingly
adorn the Top and Sides of this Hill are not to be
exprefs’d. They are more delightful to the Eye, and
more odoriferous than any I ever met with n Ex-
rope.

1} have but one Particular more to mention with
Regard to this Hill ; and that is, that during the
dry Seafon, from September to March, and frequent-
ly in the other Months, a white Cloud hovers on the
Top of the Hill. ThisCloud is look’d upon to bethe
Caufe of the Terrible South-Eaft Winds that are felt
at the Cape; which Winds held the Cape, for a con-
fiderable T'ime, in very ill Repute with all the Euro-
pean Trading Nations. *Tis an ufual Saying among
Sailors approaching the Cape, asfoon as they difco-
ver this Cloud, The Table is cover’d, or The Clothis
laid onthe Table ; intimating, that they muft prepare
immediately fora Storm ; and accordingly to Work
they immediately go, and that with as much A¢tivi-
ty asif the Storm was already upon ’em,

I thall now defcribe the Lion-Hill, which is fepa-
rated from the former by a fmall Kloof, as the Dusch
call it. From the Center of the Tsble«Valley it bears
Weft, extending it felf Northward. Some fay, it
receives its Name from its being formerly a great
Haunt of Lions. About Thirty Years ago a ver
grim one took up his Refidence on this Hill, and,
for a confiderable Time, rhade woful Havock among
the Cattle, and terribly annoy’d the Inhabitants li;l

the
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the Neighbourhcod, fome of whom he devour’d. He
conftantly retir’d with his Prey to this Hill ; efcap’d
all the Snares that were laid for him 3 and none, for
a long Time, being found daring enough to follow
him and beat up his (%uarters, he became the Ter-
ror-and the Plague of the whole Settlement. At
Length, M. Olofberg, now Captain of the Fort, and
at that Time Lieutenant of the{ame, ventur’d to
follow him witha Fufee, and had the good Fortune
to rid the Country of him proprio Marte.

Others deduce the Name of this Hill from the
Shape of it, the Hill refembling, fay they, a Lion
couchant , with his Head ere®t, as watching for his
Prey. And °’tis very true, that the Hill, view’d
from fome Diftance at Sea, has very much of the
Refemblance of a Lion in that Pofture.

‘This Hill is contiguous to the Sea, and to fpeak
of it as of a Lion (which, Ithink, may be very na-
turally allow’df its Head and Fore-Feet point to the
South-Weft : Its Hind-Feet and Tail, to the Eaft.
In the Kloof, between thisand the Table-Hill, ftands
a Hut for the Shelter of Two Men, pofted there by
the Government, to give Notice to the Fortrefs at
the Cape of the Appearance of any Ship making ins
And from the Height of the Lion-Hill, which here
is fo fteep that they afcend it partly by Rope-Lad-
ders, may be difcover’d even the fmalleft Sail at the
Diftance of above 12 Leagues. As foon as one of
thofe Fellows, from the Head of the Hill, difcovers a
Sail making towards the Cape, he makes a Signal to
his Comrade below, b{' extending his Arm and hol-
ding in his Hand a long Truncheon; by certain
Motions of which he likewife difcovers to his Com-
rade the Quarter fhe comes from. His Comrade,
vpon the Signal; puts himfelf immediately c};; tgﬁ

ar
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March. towards - the Fortrefs. He on the Hill dif-
charges 2 Gun, a Two Pounder, planted there for
the Purpofe, and hoifts the Dutch Flag. If more
than one Sail appear, he fires the Gun for each,
and drops the Flag. By which Means his Comrade,
already on the March, gets the Number of the Ships
in View, and makes his Report accordingly, When
the Wind is favourable, the Gun is heard at the
Fortrefs 5 and in clear Weather the Flag is feen.
But as Wind and Weather are notalways favourable,
and the Guard mounted at the Fortrefs may not al-
ways be very watchful on the Side towards the Hill,
one of the Fellows pofted at the Klogf, always fets
out for the Fortrefs, on the Coming of any Ships in
View, left the Signals by the Flag and the Gun
thould not be obferv’d there, and through that Fai-
lure the Officers at the Cape, and other Perfons
concern’d, fhould be unprepar’d for the Reception
of the approaching Sail.

‘When the Duzch Ships, for the JTudies, are difco-
ver’d from the Lion-Head, the Flagof the Repub-
lick, or the Prince’s Flag, asit is call’d, is hoifted
there, ‘The Dutch Ships, for the Indies, generally
arriveat the Cape from April to December. When
the Dutch Ships, from the Indies, approach the
Cape, and are difcover’d from the Lion-Head, Two
Flags are hoifted, one on the Head, the other on the
Back of the Lion, with Devices agreeing in Nothing
with the Flag of the Republick or that of the Prince.
Thefe Flags, for Ships returhing from the Iudies,
arealter’d in their Devices by the Diretors in Hol-
land every Year. Every Year the DireCors fend to
the Governour of the Cape new Flags for this Pur-
pofe ; and exaét Copies of them, drawn upon Paper,
are fent at the fame Time to the Governour Gcncrag_

o
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of Batavia, who diftributes thofe Copies to the
Commanders of Dutch Ships at their Departure from
the Indies, to the End the faid Commanders, when
they come in View of the Lion-Hill, may know, by
comparing the faid Copies with the Flag on the Hill,
if the Cape be ftill in the Pofleflion of the Dazch *.
If the Flag on the Hill thould not prove to be the
fame in its Device with their Copies, or there fhould
appear no Flag atall, they areto conclude that the
Cape is in the Hands of an Enemy, and to fheer im-
mediately off and make the beft of their Way
Home. Asfoon as any Ship, of what Nation foever,
is difcover’d trom the Robben-Ifland, pafling by or
ftanding in, a Gun is fir'd there, and th¢ Prince’s
Flag hoifted. ‘This Ifland lies at the Mouth of the
Haven, at the Diftance of Three Leagues from the
Fortrefs or Cape-Town.

A little beyond the Kloof, which, as I have faid,
feparates the Lion-from the Zable-Hill, lies a large
Traét of fine Meadow, upon which the Cattle in the
Neighbourhood run and feed in Common. The
‘Way to it being fteep and tedious, it has hitherto
been fought by None for Cultivation. But the
Soil being rich and wanting not for Springs aboutit,
a noble Garden might be made there. The Kloof
‘Watchmen have planted a little Garden on the Skirts
of it, which yields em Roots and Herbs for Sufte-
nance. Behind the Liox-Hill lies another fine Tract
of Pafture, upon which the Cattle in the Neigbour-
hood likewife feed in Common.

The Lion-Hill being, as I have faid, contiguous to
the Sea, at the Foot of it there is a Creek, upon
which the Governour, Simon Van der Stel,builta fmall

# This was in the Time of the late War with France,
C Fort
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Fort, and mounted the fame with Four Guns and 2
competent Number of Men. He likewife ereted a
‘Watch houfe near it. Thefe Things were done for the
Preventing of clandeftine Trade, and for the better
Security of the Cape againft an Enemy, who, by Fa-
vour of the Fogs, which arevery frequent in the
Months of Fune and Fuly, might, with fmall Boats,
lIand Men there uadifcover’d.  But his Son and Suc-
ceflor in the Government, Adrian Van der Stel, judg-
ing thefe Precautions to be unneceffary, had the
Four Guns brought back to the Cape-Fortrefs, and
laid afide the Watch and Guard here ; and the fame
having been difcontinued ever fince, this Fort and
‘Watch-houfe are gone to Ruin.

The Road from hence to the Cape-Fortrefs leads
you by a fine Fountain, which, for a long Time,
was open for publick Ufe: But one Hersog, a Bur-
gher of the Cape, getting Pofleflion of the Ground
about it, the Publick loft this Benelit. On this
Piece of Ground ftand Brick-kilns and Pot-Ovens,
erected by the faid Hertog, and facing the Compa-
ny’s Pot-Ovens, from which they are only feparated
by a deep Ditch. This Ditch, as alfo another in the
Table-Valley, is for the Conveyance of the Water in
the Rainy Seafons : And in thofe Seafons the Water
falls roaring from the Hills, and paffes through thofe
Ditches with fo furious a Stream, as to wath away the
Ground on both Sides confiderably. For this Reafon
the Ditch between the Pot-Ovens, taking its Courfe
likewife between the Cape-Church and Hofpital, is, be-
tween the faid Church and Hofpital, lin’d with Brick,
to prevent the Water’s Sapping the Foundations of
thofe Buildings.

As the Lion- is feparated from the Zuable-Hill b
a {mall Kloof, as the Dusch call it (i. e. Cleft or Del-

cent)
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cent) fo is the #7ud- or Devil’s-Hill from the Lion-
Hill. In Wills, Conveyances and Records this Hill
is call’d the #ind-Hill. But the Common People
at the Cape, and the Sailors, give it the Name of the
Devils-Hill. The Reafons for thefe Appellations
of this Hill are varioufly given. But the generally
aflign’d, and indeed the moft probable one for both
of *em, is the terrible South-Eaft Winds, caus’d by a
white Cloud, which frequently hovers over this and
the Zable-Hill. From this Cloud the South-Eaft
‘Winds iffue as from the Mouth of a Sack, with in-
expreflible Fury, fhattering the Houfes, endanger-
ing the Ships in the Harbour, and doingat Times
immenfe Damage to the Corn on the Ground and
the Fruit on the T'rees.

This Hill is neither fo high nor fo broad as the
Table- or Lion-Hill." Tt extends it felf, as does the
Lion-Hill, to the Sea-Side; the Three Hills forming
a Semi-Circle, which is the Shape of the fruitful 74-
ble-Valley. The Wind-Hill, at a Diftance, feems
quite barren ; but there is Abundance of excellent
Paftureupon it. From this Hill you have an entire
View of the Salt-River, and of the handfome Se.ts,
beautiful Gardens and fruitful Vineyards on both
Sides of it. From hence likewife you have a full
View of the Tiger-Hills and the adjacent Defarts.

There is a Tra of Land, contiguous to the
Grove of Ouaks call’d the Round Bu/b, which during
the Time the South-Eaft Winds reign, is almoft
continually infefted with the moft impetuous Whirl-
winds ; an Evil which for many years deterr’d every
one from cultivating it; and it lay open as common
Pafture, yielding indeed Plenty of Grafs. At
Length one Van der Byl crav’d it of the Govern-
ment for Cultivation, and had it granted him. He

C2 plough’d
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plough’d and fow’d it with Corn ; and every Thing
profper’d till the Crop was come almoft to Matu-
rity 3 when the South-Eaft Wind taking Place,
and blowing a terrible Storm, the Whirlwinds feiz’d
the Corn here in fuch furious Eddies, that the Earth,
with the Corn upon it, was torn up in feveral Places,
and almoft every Grain of the whole Produce fhaken
out of the Ears 3 a Devaftation that banifh’d for
ever 3ll Thoughts of Sowing itagain. The Whirl-
winds often tear up and blow away the very Grafs
?({er.e,hwhen *tis fuffer’d to grow to any confiderable
eight.

I Iigla.ll ndw give an Account of the Qualities of the
‘Waters upon the 7able- the Lion-and the 2ind-Hills,
and in the adjacent Valleys ; as of their Colour and
Tai.{’ce, Coldnefs and Warmth, Heavinefsand Light-
nefs.

With Regard to Colour, the Waters about the
Cape, that have their Sources on the Summits of high
Hills, are moftly whiteand very clear : And as thofe
‘Waters moftly defcend over Pebbles and Flint-
Stones, and with great Rapidity, they become, in
their Defcent, ftill brighter, and are extremely fweet
and wholefome. But thofe, Waters, which iffue from
the Sides of Hills, and runnot fo far over Pebbles
and Flint-Stones, nor with fuch Rapidity, are reddifh
or of adark-Red, or (more exaétly) they are of the
Colour of Iron-Stones. Such is the Rivulet that
flows from the Szone-Hills, and runs thro’ the Besf~
or Bull-Valley into the Sand-Valley, and thence in-
to the Bay-Falzo. Many Streams about the Cape
are blackifh ; a Colour which they derive from the
Earth and Mud over and through which they run. A
Rivulet pafling by Stellenbo/b, and difcharging it felf
into Stellenbofb-River, isof this Colour 5 asis lik.?-

wife
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wife another, beyond Stellenbofb; which runs out of
the Mbttergate into the aforefaid River.

With Regard to Tafte, there are great Variations
in the Waters about the Cspe. Some are fweet and
agreable to the Tafte, and preferve their Sweetnefs
all the Way they run : Such are all the River-Wa-
tersin the Country. Others lofe the Sweetnefs they
have at their Sources, and become, in their Courfes,
brackifh, lofing likewife their Whitenefs and Clear-
nefs. Some, by Standing, lofe their Liquidity 3
and what remainsis the fineft Salt; a Commodity
with which the Cape-Countries are fo plentifully pro-
vided, by Nature only, that a great many Ships
might be loaded with it at the Cape every Year.
Some Waters are brackifh at their Sources, yet to-
lerable to the Palate, and wholefome enough 3 but if
they are not us’d immediately, they become too
brackith to bedrank. Such arefeveral Springs upon
the Tiger-Hills and in the Tiger-Valley and fome
near Ricbeck’s Caftle.

With Regard to Coldnefs and Warmth , fome
‘Waters at the Cape are extremely cold, Such are
thofe that fall with Rapidity from the Hills, and
pafs thro> Channels that are fo thick fhaded with
‘T'rees, Bufhes or Shrubs, that the Sun-Beams find
little orno Entrance. The Waters in thole Chan-
nels in a Morning are fo ftrongly poffefs’d of this
Quality, that they lofe it not after they are laid up
in Veflels, buteven in them retain their Coldnefs ta
fuch a Degree, that they make a Man fhake when
he drinks ’em.

Some Waters about the Cape are warm, and fome-
times they are downright hot. Such are Two cele-
brated warm Baths, about 30 Miles from the Cage,
which I feveral Times vi{(i:tcd with feveral athers, an‘c}

3 us’
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uv’d the Waters, a particular Account of which I
fhall give in another Place. An Account of the
Differences of the Waters about the Cape in Weight
I fhall likewife give elfewhere. I cannot help faying,
that if the Waters at the Cape are not preferable to
all others, for Brightnefs, Sweetnefs and Salubrity,
I believe there are none in the World that excel *em.
‘The European Phyficiansat the Cape, who are in-
deed, properly, but Surgeons ; but they undergo a
very narrow Examination in Holland, with Regard
to their Skilfin their Profeffions, before they areal-
low’d ta go and practice at the Cape 5 and they are
indced very able Perfons ;3 thefe Gentlemen, I fay,
almoft conftantly advife their Patients to drink tie
‘Waters of the Country, inftead of Wine, Brandy or
any other ftrong Liquor, having found *em very fa~
lutiferous in almoft every Cafe.

I have beeh aflur’d by feveral Commanders of
Danifb Ships, thatevery Danifb Royal Ship, retur~
ning ftom the Indies, is charg’d to touch at the
Cape, and take in a large Cask of the Cape-Spring
Water for His Danifb Majefty; this Water being
look’d upon at the Court of Denmark as the brighteft,
the fweeteft and the moft falubrious Water in the
‘World.

The Cape-Water preferves its Brightnefs and
Sweetnefs at Sea throughout the longeft Voyages.
On Board the Ship in which I return’d Home, which
water’d at the Cape, it fuffer’d no Manner of Alte-
ration, excepting that it zzr#’d a very little under
the Line: But it quickly recover’d it felf, and held
its Brightnefsand Sweetnefs to the End of the Voy-
age, which was of Five Months Cortinuance. The
Table-Hill furpaflfes all others at the Cape in the
Number and Delicacy of its Springs. .

‘rom
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From the Zable-Hill falls a Stream which turns a
Mill, belonging to the Company, at the Foot of the
Hill. From thenceit paffes through large Pipes to
the Square between the Fortrefs and the Cape-Town,
where, through Pumps, it plentifully fupplies. both
the Town and Fortrefs with the moft delicious
Water for Drinking. It difcharges it felf, near
the Fortrefs, into the Harbour.

Several fine Streams iffue from the Side of the
Table-Hill, next the Stone-Hills, diftributing them-
felves very plentifully among the adjacent Planta-
tions, particularly to the Rownd Bufh Garden.

There is a River, call’d Kaifer’s River, which
runs by Conflantia, finely watering the Vineyards
and Gardens adjoining to that lovely Seat. From
thence it pafles, through feveral Windings, into the
Sand-Valley, where, in the Suimmeror dry Seafon,
it is ftoptin its Courfe by great Banks of Sand
which the mighty South-Eaft-Winds raife againt it,
and fwells over all the Valley ; remaining a vaft Lake
till the Winter or rainy Seafon; when the mighty
Fall of Waters from the Hills, affifted by the high
North-Weft-Winds, fweep down the Banks of Sand
with a Fury, hurrying it all into the Sea. ThisRiver
is well ftock’d witg Fifh. When *tis ftopt in its Courfe
in the Manner I have mention®d, the Fithermen and
others at the Cape cut narrow Channels, in the Banks
of Sand, for the Water to pafs through, andcatch
Abundance of Fifh that follow the Streams. This
River hasits Name from one Fobn Kaifer, a German,
who, fome Years ago, in the Night Time, fell into
it where it is pretty deep, and was drown’d.

Behind the Store-Hills there are feveral fine
Springs, from which theadjacent Lands are plenti-
fully water’d. On the Eminence, call'd Norwegen,

C4 there
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there is a Rivulet, on which the Governour, Vsz
der Stel, had a fmall Seat, with an adjacent Plan-
tation. But he rarely came at it but for the Diver-
fion of Fifhing in the Rivulet; which has yet ob-
tain’d no Name. Nor has any one, befides himfelf,
cither Building or Plantation upon this Eminence.

A Rivulet, fuppos’d to have its Source in the
Stellenbofb-Colony, paffes through the vaft Defert ly-
ing between that and the Capian Colony, and by the
Kiyle (a fine Eftate , . formerly belonging to the
Company, and now in the Hands of M. Ologfberg,
Captain of the Fort) and difcharges it felf into the
Bay-Falzo. Near the Kiyle there is a Bridge over
it. This Rivulet, in the Summer Seafon, becomes
brackith, and is frequently quite dried up. The
Defert I have mention’d extends it felf frorh the Cape
to the Eftate in the Szellenbo/b-Colony; call’d Saxex-
burg, from Michael Sax, a German, who planted it 3
making a Jourpey of Six Hours. In all which Ex-
tent of Ground there are but three fmall Tracts that
are fertil,

In one of the Stome-Hills there is a fine Stone-
Quarry, difcover’d by the Governour, ¥an der Stel,
which produces Stones, not much inferiour to Mar-
ble, and much us’d for the Making of Steps and
Floors.
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A Topographical Account of the Stellenboth-Colony.

HIS Colony was firft fettled in the Time
and by the Direétion of the Governour,
Simon Van der Stel. New Settlers arriving in
great Numbers in the Time of his Adminiftration,
and every Foot of good Land in and about the 72-
ble-Valley being already in Occupation, he gave
Direftions for the Settlement of this Quarter s
which, being then almoft wholly covet’d with wild
Shrubs and Buthes, was call’d by the Duich the
Wild Foreft. 'The Hottentots had in a Manner aban-
don’d it ; and it was become the Haunts of great
Numbers of Wild Beafts. The Ground being clear’d,
Houfes were quickly ereced, Ficlds fown, and Vine-
yards and Gardens planted, in fuch Numbers, and
with fuch Succefs, that the Colony was quickly feen
to flourith and to rival the Capicn in Beauty and
Fertility. It takes its Name from Bgf (i. e. Buth)
and Ste/, the Name of the Governour.

The Principal Village in this Settlement is like-
wife call’d Stellenbofb. In this Village there ftood
lately a beautiful Church and Council-houfe 5 both
which, together with every Houfe in the Village,
excepting three or four, were, in the Year 1710, de-
ftroy’d by the following-Accident. A Negro, Slave
of the Land-Droft of this Colony, carrying into his
Mafter’s Apartment fome live-Coals, for his Mafter
to light his Pipe with, and the South-Eaft Wind,
as he enter’d the Room, blowing very fiercely ;xl_ftcr

im,
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him, the Coals were blown againft the Roof of the
Houfe, which was all the Covering of this Apart-
ment. The Roof, being of Reeds, took Fire in an
Inttant; and in an Inftant the Whole was in Flames.
The Wind raging from the South-Eaft, the Fire ran
from Houfé to Houfe fo quick, and rag’d to fuch a
Degree, that there was no fuch Thing as ftopping of
it 3 and in lefs than a Couple of Hours the Church,
the Council-Houfe and the whole Village, faving
three or four Houfes, were reduc’d to Athes. In
the Compafs of Four Years, the Houfes were hand-
fomely rebuilt. But the Church and Council-houfe
are ftill in Ruins.

The Stellenbofp Colony is divided, into Four
Parts.  One bears the Name of the Colony,
Stellenbofb : Another is call'd Mostergate : A Third
is known by the Name of Hottentots Holland : The
Four this call’d Bostelary. Of the Topography of
each of Thefe I fhall give a particular Account. But
I fhall firft give the Reader fome Obfervations upon
the large fandy barren Tracts that lie between this
and the Capian-Colony.

On an Eminence, call’d the Stellenbofbian-Head,
over which lies the Road between the Two Colonies,
was formerly planteda great Gun, witha Pole for
a Flag, in order to give Notice to the Colonies of
the Appearance of an Enemy, whether European or
Hottentot. But the Dytch at the Cape foon becom-
ing tao populous and ftrong for either an European or
a Hottentot-Enemy to think of Diflodging *em, the
Gun was carried to the Fortrefs ; the Pole rotted
away 3 and no Trace of either is now to be feen.

There aretwo Roads from the Cape to Hottentots-
Ilolland 3 one over the Sandy Hills, whichare call’d
Duynen, i. e. Dowss, inthe great Tiger-Valley s and

through
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through the Part call’d Stellenbofb 5 the other through
the *foremention’d Kloof, and over a Mountain which
has yet obtain’d no Name. I have travell’d both
Roads. That, through the Valley, is the moft
commodious ; but That through the Kloof, though
troublefome to pafs, is the moft delightful to the
Eye. On the mountainous Road, through the
Kloof, you have feveral fine Profpets of the Bays
and the Country. One Way you fee the Part of the
Stellenbofh Colony, call’d Mottergate. Another Way
ou have a full View of Hostentots-Holland. The
ountains bordering on that Divifion fill the Eye
Verr agreably. You have a fair View of the Cow-
Valley, and a very delightful one of the Bay
Falzo.

‘The Bay-Falzo is form’d by a Chain of Mountains.
Thofe on the Eaft Side of the Bay are call’d Htzen-
tots-Holland-Mountains. Thofe on the Weft, which
are contiguous to the ’foremention’d Szoze-Hills,
have obtain’d no Name, excepting that which ter-
minates the Bay on this Side, and extends it felf’ Six
Leagues in the Sea, running out to a Point, as do
moft of the Mountains on the Coaft of Nerway, and
therefore call’d Norwegen.

The Hottentot-Holland-Hills are much higher than
the Zable-Hill, They are, asis the Table-Hill, co-
ver’d with a2 white Cloud for all the Time the South-
Eaft 'Wind reigns. The Mountain which termi-
nates the Bay on this Side, is call’d Hang-Lips, from
its appearing at Sea in the Manner of a Lip hanging
over the Chin.

The Bayis Ten Leagues in Circumference. It
hasits Name from the Word Falze. Its Bottom
was long reported and believ’d to be cover’d with
Stones, and that an Anchor could no where be fafe-

ly
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ly lodg’din it. ‘This Report being difcover*d to be
fZlfe, the Bay was thereupon call’d Bay-Falzo. In
the Year 1702, by Command of the then Gover-
nour, Louis van Affenburg, the Bay was narrowly
infpected, and the Ground, in moft Parts of it, tried
by an experienc’d Skipper in a BataviaShip ; when
the Ground was no where found to be ftony. There
is indeed no Riding for Ships in this Bay in the high
South Eaft Winds. Several Ships in this Bay have,
by thofe Winds, been torn from their Anchors (tho?
held by the thickeft Cables) and ftranded or dafh’d to
Pieces againft the Rocks, In the Middle of the
Bay there is a large Rock , rifing confiderably
above the Water. Upon 'this Rock breed, very
fafely, great Numbers of Sea-Birds. ThisRock,
1 fuppofe, was in Part the Occafion of the
falfe Report of the Stoninefs of the Ground in this

Bay.

"‘i‘he Bay is fo plentifully provided with various
Kinds of delicate Fifh, that I am fatisfied the Colo-
nies, by Means of a little good Management, might,
from thence only, be wholly fupplied. I went of-
ten, with others, to divert my {elf with the Sport of
the Netin this Bay. We had ever rich Draughts of
Fifh, and conftantly loaded 2 Waggon fo heavily,
that Eight Oxen (the Number conftantly in the
‘Team) have labour’d hard ta drag the Load bome.
I remember we had once, .in one Draught, 1200
large Shads, with a vaft Number of fmall Fithes
like Herrings, a great many Gold- and Silver-Fithes
and Fifhes of other Kinds.

Great Store of Fifh is found at the Mouths of the
Stellenbof/b and Hottentot-Holland Rivers, particularly
in the Spring Tides, But the greateft Plenty of all
is found at a Place, call’d the Fith-Ifuik, juft unilﬁr

Q
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the Rock, call’d Hang-Lips. TheCompany had fora
confiderable Timea Fithery there for fupplying their
Slaves at the Cape with Fith, the Slayes, it feems
preferring Salt-Fifh and Rice toBread and Meat. In
this Fifhery they employ’d feveral Perfons conftant-
ly 5 and, as the Reader will eafily fee, they fav’d
very confiderably by it whileit was well and fairly
manag’d. But fuch T'ricks were foon play’d in ir,
and fuch Mifreprefentations artfully made of it to the
Company, that they laid it afide. The Expences
of it were fet forth as much greater than they really
were.  Unwholefome and ftinking Fith were given
to the Slaves. This Food bred Diftempers which
carried many of ’em off. ‘Thefe Things were done,
it feems, with a Defign to make the Company neg-
le¢t this Fifhery, and by that Means to get it out of
their Hands. Ard the Defign quickly fucceeded.
The Governour, Adrian Van der Stel, upon the Com-
pany’s giving up this Fifhery, eretted here a ftately
Fith -Houfe, and feiz’d the Company’s Nets,
Tackle and Fifhing Boats to his own Ufe; fup-
plying his Family and Slaves from this Fithery,
and making great Savings and Profits by it
other Ways, And as his Father had built a
Fith-Houfe behind the S§7one-Mountains, and his
Brother, Francis Van der Stel, had one between the
Stellenbofb and Hottentot Holland River, the Cape-
Burghers’ common and undoubted Right of Fithing
at or in the Neighbourhaod of thofe Places - became
precarious. It was at laft fharply contefted with
’em. Francis caus’d all the Settlers, who came to
filh at or near the above-mention’d Places, to be
drove off by his own People, and threaten’d ’em
with a Drubbing if they thould prefume, forfooth,
to fith there again. And at Length came ({\L/l{t a

an-
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Mandate from the Government, forbidding every
one, who fhould not be concern’d in the Fith-Hou-
fes, to fith without the Table-Bay. This Grievance,
being a very heavy one upon the Cape-Burghers,
they fought to the Company for Redrefs,

In the Month of November of the Year 1710, 2
dreadful Hurricane, at South-Eaft, blew the Waters
of this Bay in mighty Floods up into the Country,
far beyond the Run of ’em at any other known
Time. When the Waters retreated, feveral Thou-
fand Buthels of Fifh, of all Sorts and Sizes, were
found upon the dry Land. But the Places where
they lay being pretty diftant from the Settlements,
and the Matter not being known to a great Many
till the Fifh were become unfit for ufe, they all rot-
ted there, excepting a few L.oads which the Inhabi-
tants of Stellenbofb carried off in good Time, but
which made not a Hundredth Part of em.

I have already mention’d the Ses-Cow Valley,
*T'is at about an Hour’s Diftance from the Sea Side,
and has in it a Sort of Lake or large Pond, of
about a League in Circumference. ‘This Valley has
its Name from an amphibious Creature, vulgarly
call’d a Sea-Cow, and by the Learned, Hippoporamus.
A particular Defcription of this Creature I may give
elfewhere. I{hall only fay of it here, that it is of
a prodigious Size, and makes frequent Sallies up in-
to the Country to feed upon Grafs. - This Valley
was formerly a great Haunt of Ses-Cows. None, I
believe, arefeen in or near it now a Days. The great
Deftruction the Europeans formerly made among ’em
hereabout has driven ’em to otherRetreats. In the
Lake or Pond in the Valley grow fuch a Number
of Reeds, and fo high above the Water, that you
cannot, wheh you are near it, fee fairly over it.
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Among thofe Reeds Wild Ducks, and a great many
other Birds, lay their Eggs and breed their Young
with great Safety.

The Sea here, on certain high Swellings, when
the Wind blows boifteroufly to the Shore, pours in-
to and overflows this Valley, carrying with itan
infinite Number of Fith. The Water in the Lake
is of it felf pretty fweets; but when the S:a (as on
thofe Overflowings) mixes with it, it becomes and
continues for a confiderable Time very brackith.
Great Numbers of Fifth which the Sza, on its Re-
treat, leaves in this Lake, thrivewell in it, and are
eafily taken with Lines or fmall Nets : And many,
that are fo left, perifhin it veryfoon, not beingable
to live out of the Sea.

I now enter on the Defcription of Hottentots-Hol-
land, 2 (%ltarter {o firft call’d by the Duzcb, on their
firft infpecting it; not from its bearing any Refem-
blanceto the Province of Holland in Europe, fince it
is of much greater Extent ; is of another Figure, and
has a high Mountain in the Middle of it, whereas
the European Holland has no Mountain. It was call’d
Hottentots Holland from its appearing, to thefeInfpec-
tors of it, the propereft Part about the Cape, for
Raifing the Company’s Cattle, this Quarter being
fertile and well water’d.

The Mountain in the Midft of Hostentot-Holland
is call’d the Sheep-Mountain. *Tis, the Year round,
cover’d with Plenty of Grafs; and Sheep are feen
continually grazing on every Side of it. Adrian Van
der Stel, in all the Time he refidedat the Cape, kept
a very large Flock upon this Mountain,

Indeed the Family of Zan der Stel was, for a con-
fiderable T'ime, in Poffeffion of this whole Quarter;
and would fuffer no other to cnjoy a Foot of it.

Adrian
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Adrian Van des Stel compell’d one Hertog, the Com-
pany’s Gardiner at the Cape, to make a Bill of Sale to
him of a very fmall Part of it, which had been granted
to the faid Hertog and his Heirs: In which Bill Her-
tog confefs’d a voluntary Sale of the faid Eftate to
the faid Adrisn for a certain Sum of Money; which,
*tis well known at the Cape, Hertog never receiv’d,
For the Male-Adminiftration and Oppreffive Practi-
ces of the faid Adrian at the Cape, .his Eftates in
Hottensot' Holland, with feveral others belonging to
him at the Cape, were confifcated to the Company.
Refiding moftly in this %uarter, he intended to erect,
.on the Summit of the Mountain here, a Pleafure-
Houfe, from whence he might fee the Ships coming
in and going out at the Cape. But his being call’d
into Europe to give an Account of his Adminiftra-
tion, ruin’d that Defign. From the Summit of this
Mountain you have a fine Profpet into the Zable-
Bay. Ang when any confiderable Number of Ships
ride in that Bay, they make, toan Eye on the Sum-
mit of this Mountain, a very delightful Scene. If
their Colours are out, you may, by the Help of a
Perfpective Glafs, difcover what Nation they are of,
as they enter or fail out of the Bay.

Hottentot Holland is by much the moft fertile,
commodious and pleafant Part of the Szellenbo/b-Co-
lony. The Soil is every where mighty rich, and
yields in Abundance whatever is fown or planted in
it. From the large Corn-Fields and fpacious Vine-.
yards and Gardens which Adrian Van der Sicl en-
Joy’d here, he drew an immenfe yearly Profit. His
Cattle, Great and Small, fwarm’d up and down the
Quarter ; and being encreas’d, his Great Cattle to
about 1200, and his Small to above 20,000, he ap-
propriated to himfelf more Land than is contain’d iﬁ

a
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all the European Low Countries. ‘The Land he then
feiz’d to himfelf was of more than Thirty Leagues
Extent to the Eaftward, towards Terra de Natal.
In this Extent of Land he had feveral large and very
commodious Places for the Training up of his Cattle.
Some he made Ufe of in the Winter-, others in the
Summer-Seafons ; atall Times employing about his
Herds and Flocks, as he did likewife continually in
his Cornfields, Vineyards and Gardens, vaft Num-
bers of the Company’s Servants and Slaves, to the
great Prejudice of the Company, and immenfely to
his own Profit. He eretted in Hottentot Holland a
fpacious Caftle, and feveral other very fumptuous

difices. 'When his Eftates hereabout were confif~
cated, the Company oblig’d him to demolith the
Caftle at his own Expence. His Lands in.this Quar-
ter, with his other Buildings upon ’em, were fold to
feveral Cape-Burghers ; and the Produce was paid
into the Company’s Treafury. His Fifth-Houfe
too, already mention’d, was fold for the Company’s
Benefit.

In this anrr,er, in the Infancy of the Settlement, 2
Square earthen Fort was erefted, not far from the
Sea-Side, and mounted with 4 Guns ;. as well to de-
fend the Settlement on that Side againft the Hosten-
éots, as to alarm the People at the Cape on the Ap-
pearance of an Enemy in Bay-Falzo. The Hotten-
tots, for fome Time, having no Notion of abiding
by their Bargains with the Dusch, and but little No-
tion of the Effett of great Guns, gave the Duzch fre-
quent Annoyance. Butfeeing the Colonies encreafe
daily, and that Arrows, Haflagayes and Rackum-
Sticks were all Nothing againft Powder and Ball,
they enter’d, many Nations of ’em, into a clofe Al-
liance with the Dutch, ani:i) have never ventur’d fince

to
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to give ’em any confiderable Difturbance. Andthe
Alarm from hence, on the Appearance of an Enemy
at Sea, becoming foon unneceffary, the Guns were
carried back to the Cape-Fortrefs ; the Fort went to
?uin 5 and hardly any Trace of it is now to be
een.

This Quarter was formerly a great Haunt, of Wild
Beafts. The Lion, the Tiger, the Leopard, the
Elephant , the Rhinoceros, the Elk, and every
other Sort of, Wild Beaft, feen in the Cape-Countries,
wereto be met with here. But, by Powder and
Ball, they were quickly deftroy’d or frighten’d into
remote %l%arters. And now-a-days very rarely any
‘Wild Beaits are feen here, befides Deer, and Goats of
feveral Kinds. 'When they are, they are quickly
deftroy’d, or chac’d far away, and, by the Fire and
the Noife of Guns, deterr’d from ever appearing
there again.

This Quarter, in the Valleysand Clefts of Rocks
in and about it, was provided with Abundance of fine
‘T'rees for Building, and Abundance of {mall Wood
for Fuel, till Adrian Van der Stel appear’d at the
Helm of the Cape-Government 3 who cut down and
beftow’d the beft Part of both Sorts upon the Caftle
and other fumptuous Edifices he erected in this Quar-
ter, which is now but thinly provided with Wood
for either Building or Fuel.

Through this Quarter run Three Rivers, baving
their Sources on the neighbouring Mountains. ‘The
firft or principal, which paffes by the demolifh’d
Caflle of Adrian Van der Stel, has its Source on the
Mountains adjoining to a diftinguith’d one, call’d
Turn Again, froma Path which lies over it to the
Drakenjtein Colony; which Path, for the Avoiding

of Precipices and a Labyrinth of Rocks, has 1&;91':11
ur
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Turnings that lead, as it were, back again. The
Stream, near its Source, runs through a Cleft, which
is border’d on both Sides withTreesand Buthes,which
fo guard the Stream from the Sun), that it is conti-
nually very cool: And ’tis, indeed, ever cool enough
in all its Channels, from Midnight till Nine in the
Morning ; before which Hour if you take it in any
Veflel, and fet itout of the Sun, it will remain cool
all the Day long.

This River, in the rainy Seafons, frequently
overflowing, and laying a confiderable Part of the
adjacent Lands under Water ; and, in the dry Sea-
fons, being frequently quite dry, Adrian Van der
Stel, who was a Man of admirable Contrivance,
made a very fpacious and deep Bafon under the
Mountains, with fuch Channels that the greateftPart
of the Rain Water from the Mountains, on the Side
towards the Quarter, fell into it. By thisMeans he pre-
vented, in the rainy Seafons, the Overflowing of his
Lands ; and, by the fame Means, in the dry Sea-
fons , he fupplied the River with Water as he
faw convenient. From this Bafon he cuta large
Channel to 2 Wine-Houfe he had in this Quarter;
by which Channel the faid Houfe was conftantly
fupplied with Water for Wathing the Veflels &c.
From this Floufe the Water ran to a Water-Mill he
had in the Stellenbofb Quarter 5 at which Mill he
grinded all his own Corn’; and oblig’d moft of the
Company’s immediate Servants at the Cape to grind
theirs there too; by which Means he made a very
confiderable Profit. The Streams run from hence
into the Firft River; which difcharges it felf
into the Bay-Falzo.

What Icall the Firft River was formerly call’d
the Second River ; the Stellenbofb-River being then

Da call’d
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call’d the Firft. But upon an Europesn, whofe
Name was Lawrence, his being drown’d in it, that
River took the Name of Lawrence-River,

The Firft River, which difcharges it felf into the
Bay-Falzo, is very wide at the Mouth ; and at the
Mouth it is plentifully ftor’d with every Sort of Sea-
Fifh feen about the Cape ; a mighty Benefit to the
neighbouring Inhabitants, who take and feed upon
’em very plentifully. But while Adrian Van der Stel
rul’d at the Cape, the Fifhery here was, by Decree
of Government, made the fole Right of his Brother
Francis 3 who, while the Authority of that Decreg
lafted, would let No body fhare it with him. This
Firft River, as I term it, pafies by the Foot of the
Sheep-Mountain.

Neither of the Two other Rivers, which have
likewife their Sources on the Mountains, has ob-
tain’d any Name. They water feveral fine Eftates,
and difcharge themfelves into the Bay-Falzo. But
neither of thofe Rivers has, at any Time, any Thing
near the Quantity of Water that isin the Firft.

No Fifh but Sea-Fifh is at any Time to be found in
any of thofe Rivers : Nor will River-Fifh, properly
fo call’d, live in ’em. ‘The Reafon for this, I con-
jeture, is, that the Waters of thefe Rivers have but
a few Hours Run from their Sources to the Sea.
Their Bottoms are very rugged and ftony ; which
may be another Reafon: And their Waters are very
fubtle 3 which may be a Third,

I now enter on the Defcription of the Morrergate-
Quarter, or Divifion, of the Stellenboﬁ-Colony 3
which Quarter takes its Name from the Floods which
remain, a confiderable Time after the Rains, in the
Valleysand other Places, and render the Roads im~

. fTable.
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This Quarter lies North of Hottentor-Holland
and by Hottentot-Holland and the Stellenbofb Quarter
and River ’tis quite encompafs’d. The Lands here
are very fertile; the Houfes numerous and beauti-
ful ; and the whole Quarter as nobly diftinguifh’d
by the Produétions of Art and Nature, as any other
in all the Colonies.

TheFace of the Lands here is far from being {mooth.
There are numerous little Rifings and Fallin
throughout the whole Quarter. The Pafture-Groun
here is excellent 3 and all the Lands are well water’d
by the Stellenbofo-River and a great many Rivulets
w{ich fall into the fame, and which want not Wa-
ter in the drieft Seafons. In the rainy Seafons thofe
Rivulets, as well as the Szellenbofb-River. frequently
overflow and become impaffable, obliging the Inha-
bitants, in their Journeyings to and agam, to fetch
large Compafies about, in arder to avoid >em. None
of thofe Rivulets has yet obtain’d any particular
Name ; the Europeans at the Cape little troubling
their Heads about affigning Names to any Streams
that have not been diftinguifh’d by fome remarkable
Accident, as the Drowning of a Perfon and the
like. Two of thofe Rivulets in the rainy Seafons,
particularly in the Months of Fuze and Fuly, over-
flow their Banks to fucha Degree, that for a confide-
rable Time all Intercourfe between the Inhabitants
on both Sides of ’em, is cut off by the Floods ; and
many can hardly ftir from their Homes ; to the no
fmall Detriment of their Affairs. And thofe Floods
are fometimes fo {fudden and violent as to fweep
away and drown feveral fmall Cattle before the In-
habitants are aware. Though the Inhabitants want
neither Money nor Timber for the Buildirg of high
Bridges, by which moft of the Inconveniences under

D3 which
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which they fuffer in the rainy Seafons might be pre-

vented, yet can they not be induc’d to attempt fuch

a Remedy. So much for the Mbottergate or muddy
aarter. I now proceed to the Szellenbo/b.

"The Stellenbo/b-Quarter is of pretty nigh the fame
Compafs with Hottentos-Holland, and is altogether
as fertile, pleafant and commodious. The Moun-
tains, which in a Manner encompafs this Quarter,are
call’d the Stellenbofbian-Mountains 3 and they are by
much the loftieft irr all the Neighbourhood, pretty
much refembling , each of ’em, in Height and
Shape, the Table-Mountain. - When the South-Eaft
Winds take Place, they are cover’d, as is the Table-
Mountain, each with a white Cloud. But thefz
‘Winds blow differently there from what they do-in
the Zable-Valley. In the Table-Valley they rage
Day and Night, excepting one Hour about Noon,
and an Hour about Midnight; at which Times they
become pretty ftill. Under the Szellenbofbian-Moun-
tains, they ceafe their Rage about Evening, and
continue pretty ftill till after Midnight. On the
Stellenbofb-Mountains the Winds meet with no Con-
tra-Winds, as they often do on the 7able’ Mountain,
where two oppofite Winds often meet, and difpute,
as it were, for Victory, frequently caufing very dread-
ful Hurricanes. -

In the Clefts of the Stellenbofb Mountains grows
Abundance of Wood for Fuel, but none for Build-
ing. On their Summits grow in Plenty fundry
Sorts of very curious Herbs, and Abundance of the
moft beautiful Flowers. But neither thofe Herbs
nor Flowers being minded by the Inhabitants, they
conftantly fall to the Share of the Cattle. Some of
thofe Herbs are very uncommon, and, without
Doubt , have Properties which, if known, would
render em very ferviceable ro Mankind. The
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The Valleys of this Quarter are divided into
Corn-Fields, Vireyards and Gardens ; all of ’em fo
charming to the Eye, that it is never fated with Ga-
zing on ’em. The Houfes here are very commo-
dious and beautiful, I cannot omit to take Notice
of one in particular, formerly belonging to a Paftor
of the Stellenbo/h-Colony. The Houfe makes a no-
ble Figure, and in Point of Situation is extremely
commodious and delightful. The Corn-Fields,
Vineyards and Gardens, around it, and which be-
long to it, are wonderfully beautiful and fertile.
In the Gardens are feveral curious Pieces of Art for
Accommedation ahd Embellithment, and the richeft
and moft beautiful Fruits and Flowers that are
feen about the Cape. The Vineyards yield delicious
Wines in great Plenty, and the Gardens all Sorts of
Herbs for Houfhold-Ufe. In fhort, ’tis a very
rich and a very charming Eftate, and worthy the
Choice of a Clergyman. But he came not very
honourably by it. For the Sur-intendant of his
Church having caft his Eye on this Part, and oh-
ferv’d its Commodioufnefs and Fertility, defir'd the
Parfon to requeft it for him of the Governour,
Adrian Van der Stel. 'The Parfon engag’d to ferve
him in the Matter ; but, inftead of that, he begg’d
and obtain’d it for himfelf, and planted and enjoy’d
it till the Year 1701 ;3 when all the Company’s im«
mediate Servants at the Cape being oblig’d to part
with the Eftates they had there in Land, this Cler-
gyman, who, as are all the Clergy that ferve in the
Cape-Churches, being number’d among the faid
Servants, fold this Eftate for 20,000 Florins. *Tis
contiguous to the Sea, where is conftantly good
Fifhing. *Tis well provided with Game ; and may,
indeed, be call’d a y\’oﬂe—ﬁub at the Cape.

D4 Se-
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Several fine Eftates are fituate on the Stellenbofh-
River, vying with each other for Beauty and Plenty.

In fhort, the whole tharter is in the moft flou-
rithing Condition 3 and hardly’ can either Art or
Nature be with’d to do more than they have done
already to render it commodious and beautiful.

Here I refided for a confiderable Time as Secre-
tary to the Stellenbofbian and Drakenficin Colonies.
And it is with the higheft Pleafure I take this Op-
portunity to Eubli(h my Obligations to the Gentle-
men in and about this Quarter for their extcaordina-
ry Civilities to me during all the Time I dwelt
among ’em. Knowing that I employ’d my felf in
getting up “Materials for this Hiftory and the Hif-
tory of the Hottentots, they were all of >em conftantly
affiduous to oblige me with the beft Information
they tould get of every Matter ; and tis to thofe
worthy Perfons I owe the very beft Part of my Ma-
terials,

In this Qt}:a‘rtcr, duripg my Time there, rang’da
very fierce Lion, pr(elzz)g for a confiderable Time
upan the Cattle of the Quarter ; avoiding all the
Snares that were laid for him, and defeating ever{
Attempt that was made to deftroy him. At Lengt
a Ceylonian Slave undertook to rid the Inhabitants
of this Terror, and fucceeded. This Slave having
obferv’d a Place by which the Lion frequently pafs’d,
got a Gun, and having loaded it well, fix’d it there
in a proper Manner 3 and having tied a String to
the Trigger, he faften’d to the other End of the
String a Piece of Carrion. Then laying the Car-
rion, at the Stretch of the String, juft at the Muzzle
of the Gun, he rais’d the Trigger and went his Way.
By this Place the Lion paffing that very Night, he
feiz’d the Carrion; and by that Means pugling

owA
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down the Trigger, the Gun went off and kill’d him
on the Spot. The next Day the Ceylonian brought
the dead Lion in a Cart to the Guild- or Stadt-houfe
of Stellenbofb. He was order’d to flea the Beaft, and
to carry the Skin to the Cape, to the End the Gover-
nour, Van Affemberg, might fee it, and order him
the 25 Florins that are fettled as a Reward at the
Cape for every one who fhall kill a Lion, Tiger,
Leopard &c. He gotout of this Lion 20 Pounds
‘Weight of Fat 35 one Pound of which (in regard I
drew up an Order to the Ssellenbofbian-Treafurer to
pay him one Moiety of the Reward) he prefented to
me. Of the Reft he made a confiderable Profit,
gae Fat of a Lion being of great Value at the
ape.

The Stellenbofb-River has its Source on the Stellen-
bofb-Mountains 3 and taking in the feveral Moztergate
Streams, becomes , the farther it runs, the more
confiderable ; difcharging it felf at Length into
the Bay-Falzo. Its Bottom is pebly. It yields Not
thing but Small Fry, fuch as a Sort of Eels, and
fmall Fifh like Smelts or Sprats. Near the Bay the
Fifhes are larger; and Sea-Fifhes are fometimes
found among ’em.

Over this River the Colony eretted a Bridge 3
but it was fo narrow and ill contriv’d, that it was a
very hazardous Thing to drive a 'Waggon over it 3
and Waggons were fometimes overturn’d into the
River. A wealthy and publick-fpirited Gentleman,
who had a fine Eftate near the Bridge, obferving
this Inconvenience, and that his Neighbours were
not inclin’d to remedy it at a common Expence, of-
fer’d, to the Council of Stellenbofb, to ereét a large
and ftately Bridge for the Common Benefit at his
own Expence. The Council, as the Reader wi;! be-

icve,
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lieve, readily confented. But they oblig’d him to
covenant with ’em, that no Perfon fhould, at any
Time, pay him or any other any Thing by Way
of Toll for pafling over his Bridge, or for %aﬁ‘mg
through any Road or Pathin his Grounds that might
lead to it. ‘This done, he went to Work, and erec-
ted, as he propos’d, a very large and ftately Bridge,
which remains to this Day in the beft Condition,
and is a mighty Convenience to the whole Colony.

When Adrian Van der Stel was Governour of
the Cape, being at the fame Time Proprietor of the
greatett Part of the Lands in Hottentot Holland
he erected over that River a large and ftately Bridge,
with the Company’s Materials, and at the Compa-
ny’s Expence, tho’ he intended and maintain’d it
for his own Convenience only. While he was in
Power it was kept in good Repair ; but upon his
Removal and the Forfeiture of his Eftates in Hozten-
tot Holland, it was neglected by every one ; and is
now fo far §one to Decay, that, without Repairs, it
cannot ftand long. The Repairs would not be very
expenfive ; and yet, ufeful as the Bridge is, none
think of beftowing ’em upon it ; perhaps, out of
Hatred to his Memory, which, on Account of his
Avarice and Oppreflions, is much detefted at the
Cape. When the Bridge falls, the Colony, ’tis
likely, will build a new one.

I thall now fpeak of the Part of the Stellenbofb-
Colony, call’d Bottelary *Tis the moft northerl
Part of the Colony ; bordering on the Stellenbojl
Quarter towards the South ; on Drakenflein towards
the Eaft and Weft, and on the Mu/bel-Bank towards
the North. The Origin of the Name I am unable
to trace, unlefs it be, that Abundance of Hay is
made in this Quarter, more than in all the %ther

arts
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Parts about the Cape together. Almoft all the
Grafs in the other Quarters is confum’d on the
Ground by Cattle,

The Mountain feparating this Quarter from the
Drakenflein Colony, is call’d the Horfe-Mountain,
becaufe it was formerly a great Haunt of Wild
Horfes. And this is the only Place in all the Boste-
lary that can, I think, with any Propriecty be
call’ld a Mountain. There is, indeed, another
Place in this Quarter, calP’d the Foffen Mountain,
from one ¥of, who firft dwelt on it : But it is fo
low, that it cannot juftly be ranked among Moun-
tains. This Foffen Mountain is cover’d with fine
Pafture-Ground and the moft fruitful Fields almoft
up to the Summit.

A certain Paftor of Stellenbofb, who had a confi-
derable and a very beautiful Eftate upon the Foffex
Mountain, in his Return Homeward one Day from
thence, {lew himfelf by cutting his Throat with a
Penknife from Ear to Ear. The Reafon where.
of is not known to this Day. Upon the Fg/en
Mountain are likewife feveral fine Vineyardsand Or-
chards, which bring a confiderable yearly Profit to
the Owners,

The Company had here formerly feveral Farms
and Nurieries for Cattle ; the Care of which being
committed to the Owners of the adjacent Lands,
thofe People fo wrong’d and defrauded the Compa-
ny, that the Company fold their Lands here. A
confiderable Part of the Company’s Farms upon
this Hill went to one Samuel Elzevier, who made a
confiderable Profit of the adjacent Stream by ereét-
ing a Mill for the Grinding of Corn, almoft at the
Source of it, and providing the faid Mill with a
convenient Dam, to the End that in the Dry Seafons
the Mill might not want Water. The
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The Rain Water, that is colle®ed in fmall Lakes
and Ditches in this Quarter, becomes brackifh dur-
ing the Summer ; and if it meets not with any frefh

ater, it becomes near as Salt as Sea-Water. Of
this Water, for Want of better, the neighbouring
Inhabitants are often oblig’d to make Ufe.

"This Quarter is as thinly provided withWood as it
is with good Water ; furnithing Nothing for Fuel but
Shrubs and fmall Buthes. The Company, when they
granted the Lands here, oblig’d the Planters to co-
venant with ’em to keep fo many Acres continually

lanted with Wood, on Penalty of forfieting their

ftates here to the Company. But this Condition,
upon which the Planters here hold their Pofleflions,
has not, it feems, been in any Degree obferv’d to this
Day. The Company has planted fundry Oaks here,
which are in a very ftrong and flourithing Conditions
and they are fecur’d by a very fevere Penalty upon
any one who fhall prefume to deftroy or cut down a
fingle Stick of *em without a pro%er Authority 5 the
faid Penalty being no lefs than a Publick Whipping
by the Common Hangman. A certain wealthy
Burgher at the Cape having prevail’d with one of
the Company’s Servants, for a little Money, to cut
feveral Branches from Half a Score young Oaks
here, and to let him have ’em ; and the fame being
done accordingly ; the Government did ndt, in-
deed, proceed to Whipping ; but the Burgher was
thruft into Prifon 5 and not difcharg’d from thence
till he had paid a Fine of One Hundred Crowns.
The Company’s Servant was, for this Crime, ba-
nifh’d to the Robben-Ifland for Life,

#3 (3050 S
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A Topographical Account of the Colonies of
DraxeNsTEIN @7d WAVEREN.

HE Settlement of Drakenfiein was firft begun

in the Year 1675, under the Governour Simon
Van der " Stel. Great Numbers of French Proteftants
having, in theT'ime of the late Perfecution in France,
taken Santtuary in Holland, the States General re-
commended them to the Care and Protection of their
India Company, judging the Refugees might do well
at the Cape of Good Hope. Numbers of em with
their Families were tranfported thither at the Com-
pany’s ‘Expence. And there being at that Time no
Room left for new Planters in the Capian and Stel-
lenbofb-Colonies, the Governour granted ’em Lands
in Drakenfiein ; where accordingly they all fet-
tled. But the Refugees were not the firft Settlers
in Drakenflein, Certain Artificers and others,
whofe Times were out in the Company’s Ser-
vice, had already planted feveral Tracts of Land
there, and were become Settlers of Account. And
feveral others, before the Arrival of the French,
had likewife very good Beings there. But much the
greateft Part of the prefent Inhabitants of Draken-
Jteinare of Fremch Defcent, Several are of Ger-
man Extraction.

Father Tachart fays, this Colony was not origi-
nally call’d Drakenftein, but Hellen-Bock. Tho’ it
be a Matter of no Importance, I took no gx;ll

11
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Painsto learn the Truth of it; but could never
once meet with any fuch Account at the Cape. If
ever Drakenftein had the Name of Hellen-Bock, ’tis
quite forgot in all the Colonies. But this, witha
great many other Falthoods in Father Tachart, with
Regard to the Cape-Countries , was, I believe, im-
pos’d uponhim by the Governour Simon Van der Stel,
who took an infinite Pleafure in impofing all the
Fiftions and Sotteries he could upon every one;
Having the Honour, forfooth, to be once in his
Company at his Seat, call’d Conflantia, he took it in
his Head, among other extravagant Affertions, to
affure me very gravely, thatin a Journey from the
Cape towards Monomotapa he reach’d, at the Diftance
of 200 Miles, a vgry high Mountain 5 where pafling
the Night,, he afcended to the Top, and difcover’d
from thence very plainly, that the Moon was not fo
far from the Earth as the Aftronomers afferted ; for
that as that Planet, faid he, pafs’d at that Time over
my Head, the Night being very ftill and clear,
I could plainly perceive the Grafs there to wave to
and again, and had the Noife of its Motion in my
Ears. You fet up for a Philofopher and Aftrono-
mer, faid he: What do you think of this Matter ?
Think, Sir! Ireplied (fecing him very grave, and
knowing his Temper) I think, that your Excellency’s
Eyesand Ears are as good as other Peoples ; and
that it would be very 1ll Manners for me to difpute
their Evidence. And fo the Matter dropt.

With Regard to the Name Drakenftein, it was af-
fign’d to this Colony by the Governour Simon ¥an
der Stel, in Compliment to the Baros wvan Rbeede,
who was Lord of Drakenfiein in the Exropean Gel-
derland. ‘The high Authority given the Baron in
the Company’s Affairs, and his being fent to the 3{'”'

ies
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dieswith the Title of Commiffary General, to look
into all the Dusch Governments in the Indies and in
the Way to’em, and to make fuch Removals and
Alterations therein as he fhould judge proper, has
been mention’d already. To this Gentleman there-
fore, who vifited the Cape in the Time of the faid
Governour, itwas the Governour’s higheft Intereft
tomake his Court; and he did it fo fuccefsfully,
that notwithftanding the Corruptions and Malverfy -
tions in his Government, the faid worthy Baron was
induc’d to confirm him in his Poft, and to allow
and report all his Ordinances and Tranfactions in the
fame to be highly tending to the Company’s Intereft
and Honour, and the Happinefs of the Colonies.
Father Tachart was at the Cape at the Time the
Baron was there.

The Church of the Drakenfiein-Colony is nearly
in the Middle of it, and is about fourteen German
Miles diftant from the Cape, North-Eaft. This
.Colony borders Southward on the Tur#n about-Moun-
tain, already mention’d ; and towards the Eaft on 4
long Chain of Mountains, call’d the Drakenftein-
Mountains. It extends Northward to the Saldbana-
Bay, fo call'd from 'a Portugueze Captain of that
Name, who perifb’d in it. Weftward the Colony
borders on the Ho;fe Mountain , already mention’d,
which feparates itfrom the Bostelary. ‘Towards the
fame Quarter, likewife, the Colony borders on fe-
veral Hills and Salt Pits. One of the Drakenftein
Mountains, over whichI once travell’d with {fome
Friends, for the Sake of a little Amufement among
the Hottentots, 1 named the Fexations Mountain 3
and *tis, perhaps, the rougheft, the moft dangerous
and troublefome that ever Man pafs’d over. °*Tis
very highand fteep 3 and is not, on any-Side, to l}ga

al-
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afcended dire¢tly up. And the Turnings and Wind-
ings are {o many, fo tedious, and fo rough, that ’tis
vaitly fatiguing to pafs ’em. In many Places the
are fo narrow that you can hardly get forward wit
your Horfe ; and in many they are fo fteep and fo
embarrafs’d with large pointed Stones, that you are
oblig’d to alight and lead your Horfe, Add to all
this, that you are more than once oblig’d to pafs on
the very Edges of great Precipices ; down which
thereare not wanting Inftances of the Falling of’
both Man and Horfe.

The Colony of Drakenftein is as large as all the
European Low Countries. It may be divided into
four Diftricts; if the Part between the Turn-again-
Mountain and the Church be confider’d as one 3
the\ Part between the Church and the #aggon-Ma-
ker’s Valley be confider’d as another ; and the large
Valley it felf be divided into Two ; taking:in Rie-
Beck’s Caftle, the 24 Rivers, the Honey-Mountains,
the Piguet-Mountains, and other high Mountains,
which, tho’ without the Bounds of the Colony, are
reckon’d Appurtenances of it.

But large as this Colony is, there is in it neither
Village nor Council-Houfe. The Farms and Hou-
fes are, nioft of em, at a confiderable Diftance
from one another ; and all the publick Buildings
there are the Church and the Water-Mill. The
Burgomafters, elected in this Colony, repair, for the
Difpatch of Publick Bufinefs, to S:ellenbo/b 3 where
they fitand act in Conjunction with the Burgomaf-
ters of the Stellenbofbian Colony, the Intendant or
Land-Droft of the Two Colonies always prefiding.

In this Colony there are a great Number of very
fine Farms ; but very feware the ftately Seats and
Pleafure-Houfes in 1t. The Refugees bcgt% riag.

Qr.
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Wotld here under great Incumbrances, and were
oblig’d to contract many Debts; which are not difs
charg’d to this Day. And thofe Incumbranceson
them and their prefent Defcendants, in all Probabi-
lity, hinder ’em from erefting Houfes for Pleafure
and Parade, as the Capians and the Stellenbofbians
have done in great Numbers. Some of the Refu-
gees indeed, and their Defcendants, who have had
better Succefs than ordinary, have ereéted fuch Hous-
fes ; butthe Generality of ’emare ftill content to
dwell in Cots; requiring for the Prefent, in theit
Dwellings, no more than convenient Room and Shel-
ter from the Weather, But when Thefe have got
fomething forwarder inthe World, they will, withs
out Doubt, be as fond of appearing well in it as
other People.

A great many fine Eftates lie on both Sides the
Mountain-River, {o call’d from its having its Source
on the Mountains, not far from That which I have
nam’d the Vexatious Mountain. ‘This River pafles
by the Church, and is there prefty large re-
ceiving feveral Rivulets on both Sides, in its Way
toit. The Farms on this River are at about Halt
an Hour’s Diftance from one anotheér 3 yet the
Inhabitants complain, that they are too near ore
another 5 urging, that between their Plantations
there is not Pafturage fufficient for their Cattle, tho’
Grafs grows in Plenty every where on both Sides the
River. The Reader will gather from hence the vaft
Numbers of Cattle belonging to thofe Planters,

This Part is mountainous and ftony, yet very
fertile, producing every Thing, that is of the Growth
of the Cape-Countries, in great Plenty. The Airis
ferene and healthful, and the Waters plentiful and
good. The Mountains here, as are moft others

about
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