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GREEN STAR SA – OFFICE V1 2008 
APPENDIX A – WEIGHTINGS 
A rating tool that provides a single score must include some assumptions 
regarding the relative importance or environmental impact of different building 
features. Green Star SA uses the framework adopted by Green Star Australia 
which in turn is used by the United Kingdom’s BREEAM (Building Research 
Establishment’s Environmental Assessment Method) to provide more flexible in 
approach to weightings by providing a two-tiered weighting structure as follows: 

• Each credit category (e.g. Energy, Indoor Environment Quality etc.) has 
an environmental weighting 

• The number of points allocated to each issue (e.g. daylight and noise in 
IEQ category) is effectively a weighting among issues within the credit 
category. 

The approach also means that if a credit is deemed to be ‘not applicable’ to a 
particular project the credit can simply be removed from the scoring. 
 
CATEGORY WEIGHTINGS 
 
The Green Building Council Australia (GBCA) investigated the weightings used 
by LEED and BREEAM and conducted their own national survey in the 
formulation of Green Star’s initial weightings. 
In South Africa, the weightings were derived through consultation with industry 
experts considering the Australian weightings and deliberating on the relative 
importance of issues in the South African context. 
 
The following table summarizes the weightings for Australia and South Africa 
Office tools. 
 

 Australian Green Star- 
South African Green Star 
SA - 

 Office v3 Office v1 
Management 10 9 
Indoor Environmental 
Quality 20 15 
Energy 25 25 
Transport 10 9 
Water 12 14 
Materials 10 13 
Ecology 8 7 
Emissions 5 8 
  100 100 

Table App-A. 1: Comparison of Weightings with different Environmental Rating 
tools 


