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VETERI NARY LEGISLATION I N MADAGASCAR. 

By H. })orssoN. Dr .1tled.Vet., D .Se., Chief Veterinary Officer , 
Madagascar. 

'rUE Veterinary Service of Madagascar is responsible fOl' the control 
of all contagious and infectious diseases affecti ng or l ikely to affect 
all cattle. It has to supervise the products or the skins of the animals 
imported, exported, or consumed on the spot; to control fairs, markets, 
slaughter houses, sbops for tbe melting down of salted or smoked 
meats, establishments for conserves (prepared meats) , workshops for 
the tanning of skins and hides, watch over pounds, lazarettos, isola­
tioll camps; pass the cattle and products meant fOl" eXT~.J1·t; studs 
all questIons of hygiene and zootechy, those affecting the improve­
ment of pastures and otbers referri ng to cattle alimentation. Tn 
"bort, t h is Department looks after everythi ng that pertains, directly or 
indirectly, to the cattle industry. 

All these various branches of activities of this service have 
brough t a great many measures on the Government, measures which 
it wou ld be a task to submit to a congress. 

For th e last few years, for statistical purposes, the Eronomica.l 
Bullet in of Madagascar (monthly edition) ha.s been publishing 
statistics in regard to the slaughters taking place in t he several towns 
of the island, in the workshops, 11.11 well as the imports and exports. 
'j 'he same periorl ical also publishes, quarterly, a statement of the 
p roven epizootical d iseases. 

The disea~es admitted as contagiou8 in Madagasca.r are: ­
Anth rax in the equine, bovine , nnd porcine species as well as 

in the ostrich. 
Tuberculosil in the equine, bovi ne, ovine, caprine, porci ne, and 

in poultry. 
Rabi68 in all the species. 
Sarcoptic and demodeclic scabs in the equine. bovine, o\"ine, 

cap rine, porcine, and in poultry . 
Piroplatmosi, in the equi ne, bovine, and canine speeies. 
Ulcerous lymphangiti, in the equi ne species. 
Bovine and porcine cysticercosis. 
H eartwater in the ovine species. 
Bluetongue or a sim ilar affection in the oville species. 
Diphtheria and clwlera in poultry. 

'1'he precarious conditions of t he nat ive cattle breedin~ j the 
interested discretion of owners with regard to conta.gious diseases j 
and the great dista nces 8 0 difficult to t raverse, aU tend to faul ty 
information, or no information at all , On a good many cases of death . 

'I'h is year, ident ification counters anent dead animals are being 
distributea , as well as g lass slides ,vith instructions how to make 
" frotti s .. (a light and transparent layer of colouring matter) by th e 
ce ntral Jaboratory of the service , thereby obtaining information more 
reliable tha.n that of the past. 

Certain diseases have never been proven in Madagascar such as : 
Rinderpest, pleuropneumonia, bJa:ckquarter, Maltese fever, swine 
fever , t rypanosomiasis, horse sickness. 










