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Phe examnation of the n a t e r l a l  sub.litted 

to  me h e l m  t o  confirm the impression t h a t  the  oractice 

of i ro -  smelting amonC cre-%rope& d r l c e n  peoples was 

dllnost as irlde snread as t h a t  of pottery manufacture and 

Other doriestic a r t s .  

ihe slecimens submitted by i h .  Neville ;ones 

are such as  would be made by si , lple na+.ive methods of 

smelting; while two pieces of the metal oroduct s u m a r l y  

exhlbit  the charac te r l s t l c  f ea tu res  of such material  from 

other rums, including Lmbabwe, as * e l l  as of modern 

native-made metal. These fea tu res  are lack of homogenlty, 

inclusion of slag,  and p a r t i a l  carburisat ion,  with corre- 

spondlng va r ia t ion  i n  qua l i ty .  

There is but l i t t l e ,  hovrever, t o  lnd lc i t e  

t h a t  non-ferrous anelt inp was practised he7.e at :hpwgubwe, 

o r  t h a t  copper, bronze o r  cold were f ab r ica ted .  it i s ,  a n  

rhe contrary,  perha?s more probable t h a t  a r t i c l e s  made of 

these metale were brought from elsewhere , and In t h i s  1 

in inclined t o  agree with Mr. 'Xeber. Pevertheless,  they 

present  many points of i n t e r e s t ,  on which the following 

com.nents are offered. 

, i i th r e g a d  t o  capper, the only specimen, 

other than metal, submitted to  me, which can be connected 

with copper m e l t i n g  i s  a piece of copper sulphide 

( technically mown as matte) .  I am not  aware, however, 

of any evidence t h a t  such was used i n  primitive South 

African metallurgy, a t  l e a s t  by i t s e l f ,  as  a source of 

cooper. I t  i s  Eenerally assumd t h a t  it was the oxidised 

i . e .  carbonate a r e  (malachite) ,  which w s s  smelted by 

natives and t h i s  piece may therefore have been merely an 

object  of i n t e r e s t ,  i . e .  a s o r t  of curlo, as 1s oossible 










