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"xNCIF5T WOHKINGS'Q i e  a popular term3 poas ibu  it i s  not  

quite 80 popurn aa it was i n  the l a t e  nineties,  *hen thc 

possession of a f a r  traces of half- iblbliierateu 

excavations named after the Queen of Sleba or her Royal 

protectrr ,mde a m ' s  fortune. But it i s  a t i l l  a 

po2u la~  term, m i a  used, somewhat uncri t ically,  to  

( i e s i~ i i i t e  hi.> i--ii. of n i  ing operations which date back 

t o  the period barore the occupation of Southern Rhodeeia 

by the British. 

It i s  g e n e r a l ~  a n w m i  that  a l l  of theee iorkinge were 

mdein seuch  of yald, the b e m d  fa r  whim *as ao largeu 

st i i lulutei  by the unprecedented quanti t ies wed  by King 

solomon i n  the oeeoration of hia new Temple a t  Jerusalem 

about the year 95 0 B.C. W o r t w a t e l y ,  investigadon 

h-9 shorn tha t  i r o n ,  copper, t in ,  rock orystals ,  corundum, 

ysl.oa oeh-e, red ochre and plumbego have a l l  been sought 

after,  and tha t  t h e  awlace wash, due to the to r ren t i a l  

rains,  i b  60 rapid W.at ii an>- rorkingt, exi'ted three 

thousand yeam ago they have iether been rnshed anay o r  

bwied  beneath a changed lond -face. 

~e must eonsluda, therefore, t h a t  the workinp we t r a h  

i n  a l l  pa r t s  of the country are o f  a meh  a r e  recent 

orihin. 

The ares aver which these workings occur olcupialr the 

whole or the oentral  tableland of %uth Africa between the 

Zembesi Valley and the .-d. Although t h i s  area i s  so 

large, the methods of mining are the thrcughont. 

;bjor Wevor, Mining C-iseioner for Northern Rhodeeie 

s t a t e s  the t  as f a r  ae the widenee goea, a l l  the mines 

ahould be at tr ibuted M one people, though the work must 

have extended over long Jerisda of time. (T.G. bevor ,  

"ma Journal of the Chemical and . e t a l lu rg ica l  sad Pining 

society of s.~.." ro l .  m.,m-12, P. 237). 
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