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about 300,000 rixdollars 'or 60,0001. Suppose then the con
tingencies. and extraordiuaries of the al"OlY to be 50,000l. 
the whole sum requirt:d would be 90,000l. or 450,000 rix
dolJars, the exa.ct amount of the colonial.revenue at the close 
of the year 1801. 

T~e point of vie,v, in which the importance of tile Cape 
llext presents itself to our consideration, is its local position, as 
being favourable for distributing troops to any part of the 
globe, and especially to our settlements in the east, with faci
lity· and dispatch; which is not by any means the least amo.ng 

· those ad vantages it possesses as a military station. ~m
portant as the considerations are of healthiness of climate and 
cheapness of subsistence where a dep()t of troops is intended to 
be formed, its value in these respects would very materially 
be diminished by great distance from, or difficulty of convey
ance to, those places where their services are most likely to be 

, req~ired. 

The longer the voyage the less effective will the t~oops be 
on their arrival; and delay is dan'gerous, even to a proverb. 
Perhaps it is not saying too much, that we are indebted in a 
very high degree to the Cape for the conquest of Mysore and 
the overthrow of Tippoo; Dot merely from the reinforcements 
that were sent from thence to join the Indian army, though 
they eminently contributed to the conquest of Seringapatam, 
but from the speedy intelligence obtained of the transactions 
carrying on at the Isle of France in consequence of the arrival 
of the Sultauo's agents, of which they were entirely ignorant 
in India, but which,- by the vigilance aud precaution of Lord 
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l\iacartncy, were detected and con1municatf'd to the Go,"er
nor-general of 13enga1. "I received," the 1\[arquis of 'Vel~ 
lesley observes in his dispatch to the Court of Directors, "on 
" the 18th of June 1798, a regular authentication of the pro
"clamation (of the Governor of the Isle of :France) ill a 
" Jetter froIn his Excellency the Earl of 1\lacartecy, dated the 
" 28th of l\farch." And he acted, on this intelligence, with 
that prudence, pronlptitude,. and spirit, for \V'hich the charac
ter of the noble l\larq nis is so eminently distinguished. rrhe 
object of '-rippoo was to gain tilne in order that he Inight 
strengthen his position and augnlent his forces. Ilut the 
rapid movement of ~ur troops towards his capital, as soon as 
his hostile views were confinned, frustrated his plans, and ef:' 

fccted the total subversion of his country. Doth the moment 
of attack and the reinfol"Cemellt from the Cape were acknolv

ledged to be important; in either of ,~hich a failure might 
have proved fatal to the campaign, and ,vould, at all events, 

have postponed the day of victory. 

'rhe ahnost incredible celerity; ,,"'ith which twelve hundred 
efl"ecth"e men joined the Egyptian army in high health and 
spiri ts from the Cape of Good flope, is another i~lstance that 
nlust force conviction of its vast importance as a Inilitary sta
tion. rrhe advantages indeed that are afforded by its geogra
phical position of acquiring and conveying intelligence with 
respect to the affairs of neighbouring nations, or of transport
ing troops, are by no means precarious or depending 011 
chance; there being scarce]y a week in the year in lvhich 
:E.~nglish whalers or Inerchantnlen, or ships of neutral powers, 
do not touch at the Cape, especial1y 011 their outward bOllnd 
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voyage. -,'\.nd few of these are ullwi11ing to engage as trans.
ports. 

It appears fron1 tlle books of the Custoln-house, and the re
turns of the Captain of the port, that there sailed from the 
Cape 

In 1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 

103 ships 
109 ditto 
130 ditto 
131 ditto 

being, in four years, 473 ships, 
besides the men of war and coasting vessels. Of these 82 
\vere Americans, 66 Danes, .24 Portugueze, 1.5 froDI Ham
burgl), and 6 Swedes, 4 from Prussia and .Bremen,. and the 
;rest English. 

The Americans, for some years past, have been establishing 
a very considerable carrying trade from the eastward 011 the 
ruins of the Dutch COllllnerce, and have acquired no small 
portion of the India and China COInrnerce. The ships of this 

nation have always found it convenient to touch at the Cape, 
partly for the sake of refi-eshing their crews, but with a view, 
at the same time, of disposing of the whole or any part of 

their cargo to ad vantage. This cargo is gcncral1y lumber, or 
it is composed of ,vhat they quaintly ternl notions, from the 
great \yariety and assortnlcnt of goods which they take a fancy, 
or notion, may succeed. In payment of such a cargo they arc 
glad to get bills on India for hard nl0ney, which they carry 
to China to purchase teas, nankccns, and porcelain. From 
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the Cape to India they are always glad of the opportunity of 
being employed as transports. 

The situation is pretty much the same with regard to the 
Danes. But the assistance of neither the one nor the other 
could possibly be wanted, provided the numerous fleets of our 

East India Company were permitted to touch at the Cape. 
Without the least inconvenience to their commercial concerns, 
these ships nlight transport from England to the Cape a con
stant succession of ralV recruits to be formed there into com
plete soldiers, from ,vhence they might take on board as many 
of the latter as should be wanted to reinforce their armies 
serving in India. 

The possession of the Cape is also important in another 
point of vie\v. Foreign nations trading to India may be said 
to be at the mercy of the power ,vhich holds this grand out ... 
work. 

To England, ho\vevcr" its real value consists more in the 
effectual security it is capable of affording to her trade and 
settlements in India, than to any ad vantage that Dlight be 
taken of annoying or interrupting the conlmercial concerns of 
other nations. 'fhe unbounded credit of the East India Com~ 
pany, the immensity of its capital employed t the superior 
quality of British manufactures, and the lo,v rate at which 
they can be afforded in foreign markets, will always ensure to 
thenl the best part of the trade to India and China, and give 
to England a preference before the other lllaritime powers 
of Europe, or that of America. No naval power, therefore, 
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except France', could ('cI any jealousy, nOI" entertain reason
able grounds of objection against the Cnpe becollling a set
tlclllcnt of the ilritish E111pirc. 'fhey were all allowed to trade 
and to refresh on the saIne tertns as IJritish suhjccts, with thi~ 
single exception, that an additional duty of .5 per cent. ,vas 
payable 011 all goods brought il1to the Colony in forc'ign 
bottonls. 

The posscssion of this scttJenlcnt, at an car]y period of the 
war, so coolplctely excluded erery hostile po,,'cr froln the 
Indian seas, thre\v so great an increase of COlllOlcrce into OU1' 
11ands by that exclusion, left ns in such quiet and undisturbed 
donlinion in the eastern world, and ga\'e us so Inany solid 
adrantnges unexalllpled in any former ,var, that one w'ould 
suppose it a moral impossibj]jty for the East India COInpany 
to be unrnindful of the source from whence they sprung .. But 
things that are apparently of little yalue in themsel\"es, arc 
sometimes Dlagnified by intense observation,. swell into im
portance by discussion, and become indispensable by conten
tion; ,vhilst obJects of real moment lose their Illagnitude 

'when slightly viewed, or seen only at a distancf" grow little 
by neglect, and useless without a Eluarrel. This obser\?ation 
lnay probably be applied to l\lalta aad the Cape of Good 
Ilope. llcspecting the importance of the latter, the French 
seem to ha\"'e avoided any disctlssion in the late negociation 
:for peace. 'llheir views ,vere, no doubt, \vell known to our 
Government, and might have induced it, ill the very first 

sketch of the conditions of peace, to propose that the Cape 
of Good Ilope should be restore~ to the Dutch, or be de
clared a free port. 'rile ]attcr~ ho\vever, happening to be just 
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w'hat France could have wished, was, on further considera
tion, restored in full sovereignty to its ancient possessors. 
France, finding that her pUl'pose would be completely an
swered when once it ,vas rescued out of the hands of the }~ng .. 
lish, made no objection to this :lrrangelnent. Ceylon she 
considered as a less inlpOl'lant sacrifice, altho\lgh she knew it 
to be a Inuch greater to I-Iol1and than that of the Cape. ,'rhe 
latter has always been an expensive settlenlenl to the Dutch, 
whilst from the former they deri\"ed a considerable revenue. 

I-Iad the Cape been demanded on the part of England, tbf?re 
can be little doubt the :French would have been equally eager 
in contesting the point in regard to this settlement as to 
~1.a1ta, knowing their vast importance to us as points of se
curity. 

I llave no intention to discuss tbe comparative value of 
these two stations to Englal~d, considering therIl both to be 
essentially neces,sary to her independence as ,vel) as to the 
protection of her comlnerce and settlements, so long as the 
restless and aggrandizing spirit of the :French Government , 
shall continue to disturb the peace of Europe. It nlay not, 
however, be improper to endeavour to point out, and to com
pare sonle of the inconveniencies that would necessarily have 
resulted to our trade and settlements in the :East Indies during 
the late war, from either one or the other of these places being 
in the hal}ds of an aUlbitious enemy. 

In the first place, it may be considered as a general priucip]~ 
that has long been rooted in: the French Government, and 

froIn which it i~ likely ncyer to depart" to aim at the overthrow' 
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of our power ill India, and . to endeavour to erect upon its 
ruins an empire of their own. To accomplish this point, and 
in consequence thereof, in the language of the present Corsi
can ruler, " To stril\.c a blow' at England "hich will be fol. 
" lo,,'ed up with its complete destruction," they know there 
are but t\VO roads to take: tbe one by getting possession of 
Egypt and Syria, ,vhere they might col1ect and season their 
troops for the grand expedition, either by sea or land; the 
other by occupying the Cape of Good Hope. Knowing the 
latter to bc a desperate attempt, they ,vere induced to make 
an experiment on the former. Had they, or their forced ally, 
the Dutch, kept possession of the Cape, there is no reason for 
supposing that the same fleet which sailed for Egypt, might 
not have sailed from some other port, to tbis station; or that 
they could not have slipped out from time to time almost any 
number of troops they might have thought proper to send. 
These troops, when seasoned and prepared at the Cape, for 
B warmer climate, could easily have been transported to the 
Isles of France and Bourbon, where the French would 110t 
only continue to dra\v supplies from the former, and to victual 
and provision'their ships of war and transports from thence, 
as in the American war, but wbere they could not fail to have 
received a material reinforcement to their shipping from the 
Dutch; for it may be recollected, that the Heet under the 
command of Admiral Lucas reached Saldanha Bay, in spite 
of the obstacles which the Southern Atlantic presented, by the 
Cape being tben in our hands. This fleet combined with 
that of the French "ould have required a naval force, on our 
part, in the Indian seas that might not ha,"'e beeD quite COD

tenient for us to spare. It is possible, also, they might have 
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eluded the ,rigilance of our force, as their object would not 
have been so n1uch to fight us, as to have put in execution 
a plan that lllany are inclined to suppose floated in the 
Inind of Buonaparte ,vhen he took the road of Egypt, though 
he was soon convinced of the futility of it by that route, 
without at least double the nurnber of troops; his whole 
anny being barely sufficient to keep the conquered country 
in subjection. 

Among many. reasons, w'hich led to this conjecture, was 
the work of Mr. Anquetil Duperron on India, which, after 
being withheld from publication for fifteen years on account 

, of the information it ~ontained, and of which it was supposed 
tIle English might avail themselves, was hastily issued from 
the press on the sailing of this memorab1e expedition; being 
intended, most probably, as a guide for the officers on their 
arrival in India.- .,This intelligent writer, who, to a mind 
capable of obseryation and deep reflection, adds the great 
advantage of local knowledge, fixes on the coast of Malabar 
as the foundation and corner-stone of their long projected 
empire in India.' The considerations which induce him to 
give this coast the preferenc~ are, among others, the facility 
of possessing the· passes of the neighbouring nlountains, and 
of thus securing the internal commerce of IIindostan-the 
opportunity it would aflord of entering into an a1Jiance with 
the Ma~rattas, whom' h~ ,considers as a warlike and faithful 
people-the easy intercourse that might be maintained froll) 

this coast with the ·.~ersian gulph, the Red Sea, the Isles of 
France and Bourbo~.J l\Iadagascar, and the Cape of Good 
IIope. 
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'fhrse are certainly illl portant considerations, and de
manded all the ,·jgilance and attention of our Government ill 
J udia. Even a sillall force of French troops, had they been 
thrown upon the coast of I\Ialabar, at the very 1l10luent when 
our forces were dra,vn off in~o the l\Iysore, against the SuI .. 
taLJn'~ arnlY, Iuight have proved fatal to Olll" possessions on 
this coast. 'fhe usurper would, no doubt, have obtained his 
rcinforcelDcnt fronl the I~le of :France, and probably ,vithout 
OUl" know1cdg€', rendering, by their Ineans, the conquest of 
Seringapatatll doubtful. 1f, in such a state of things, the 
}'rench forces could have gained a footing at BOIIlbay, Goa, 
or Guzzarat, and intrigued theolselves into an alliance ,vitb 
the l\Iahratta powers, though it nlight not have realized their 
project of an Indian errlpirc, it would, at least, have been 
destructive of our possessions in the west of the peninsula, 
the holding of which, indeed, l\fr. Anquetil considers as fatal 
to our power in India. 

On this subject his 0pullon is not singular; before the 
o\·erthrow of the l\IysoJ'c kingdom, there were luany of OU1" 

own countrymen, whose sentirrlcnts in this respect accorded 
,vith his; and who, like hinlselt~ have not only a profound 
knowledge of Indian politics, but are wt"l1 acquainted with 
the physical and moral character of the nati,'cs, their several 
connections and relations; and who, at the sanle tirrle, pos .. 
sess the advantage that local infornlation so eminently affords. 
'rhc reduction of the SuItaun, it is true, has contributed ill 
no Slllall degree to OUf security on the ~,lalabar coast; bas 
consolidated our po,ver in Southern J ndia, and rendered tto 
junction of foreign forces ,vith the l\Iahratta chiefs nlore <.lif:' 
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ficu~t, if not altogether impracticable. On the northern parts 
of this coast only are we vulnerable in India by sea. 

Supposing, however, the views of the enemy, on the l\fa
lahar coast, to have failed, they would, at least, bave been 
enabled, with the assistance of the Dutch, to annoy and cut 
up our I.ndian and China. trade by the multitude of cruizillg 
vessels sent out from their islands of France and Bourbon, 
and from the Cape of Good Hope. Even under every dis .. 
-advantage, the French frigates and the nest of privateers on 
the lVlauritius sta.tion did much mischief at the commence
ment of the late war., and although they had few reinforce
ments from France, it required five years, with a very active 
and po·werful squadron from the Cape and from India, before 
they ,vere all taken and destroyed. What then Dlust have 
been the case, if, instead of the English possessing this im
portant station, it had been an enemy's port for assembling, 
refitting, and ;refreshing the 'Combined fleets of the French 
and Dutch? It is unneoessary to observe, that neither of 
these powers ,vould have found much difficulty in reaching 
the Gape with single ships, when ,ve have an instance of a 
lvhole fleet of Dutch ships arriving there notwithstanding 
they ,vere fifteen "eaks on their passage. This single fleet, 
acting fr.om tbe Cape, might have been productive of much 
inconwenienee, expence, and injury to England, and espe
cially to the trade of the East India Company. \Vere, in
deed, the French and Dutch to :keep up a proper naval force 
at this place, it is extremely doubtful if any of the homeward
bound fleets of the East India Conlpany would evel· reach 
Engiand, or if they did, it ,v.Quld be under.an eXllence of 
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convoy so enormous, that the profits on the cargoes \vould be 
inadequate to meet it; but of this ,ve shall have occasion to 
speak more particularly in the next chapter. Such are the 
dangers to be apprehended in consequence of the Cape being 
lleld by an enenlY. 

The principal disadvantages that would result to England 
by leaving Malta in the possession of France appear to be, 
in the first place, the power it would give them of excluding 
our ships from that port, the best, undoubtedly, in the Medi
terranean, and of increasing their force there to the complete 
annihilation of our Mediterranean trade; and secondly, the 
means it ,vould afford of facilitating their views upon Egypt~ 
by enabling them to throw into that country a force suffi
cient to conquer it, and probably to rene\v their project 
upon India. 

With regard to the extent and hnportance of the Mediter .. 
ranean trade I speak ,vith diffidence, but I am not appre
hensive of hazarding much by saying that it admits not of a 
comparison with that of India and China, though, perhaps, 
too valuable to be altogether relinquished. In this respect 
then the value of Malta is certainly less ilnportant than that 
of the Cape of Good Hope. But the second point is of a 
more serious nature. SOIne, ho\vever, are of opinion, that 
although the subjugation of Egypt Inay at any time be ac
complished by the French, through 1\1 alta, yet, in such an 
event, we have every reason to expect that the vigilance and 
activity of a British fleet, and the valor of British soldiers, 
might always enable llS to dispute with them tIle passage of 
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Syria. But that, admitting even they should succeed in col

lecting at Suez an army equal to their ,visbes, the diftlculties 
of transporting .this army to India ,vould be almost insur
mountable. If it be meant by those ·who support this 
opinion that the attempt is to be made by sea, whilst the 
Cape remained in our possession, I have little hesitation i~ 
agreeing with thelD that it must certainly fail. During the 
last war, when their troops had marched to Suez, they had 
not a single ship in the Red Sea that dared to carry the 
French flag, nor, with the Cape and Ceylon in our hands, 
could they at any future period have a fleet of any descrip,. 
tion \vithout our permission. 

But ,ve will even allow thenl to have assembled at Suez a. 
fleet of their own ships, or of the country coasters, sufficient 
to take on board their armament destined for the Malabar 
coast. The next question is, lvhere, or in what manner, are 
they to victual and to provision such a fleet for a month or 
five weeks passage, and especially in the supply of the in~ 
dispensable article of 'v'ater? The fountains of Moses, it is 
true, furnish a supply of ,vater at all seasons of the year, but 
they are situated at twel ve miles distance fronl Suez. ,"Vater 
may be, like\vise, and is, collected in tanks or reservoirs 
near the town, but it soon grows fetid. 'I'he difficulty, how
ever, of victualling and ,vatering such a fleet, though great; 
is not insurnl0untable, and therefore may be allowed to be 
got over. 

The dangerous navigation of the Red Sea, in which it ap-. 
pears not fewer than fifteen armed ships were lost between: 
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the time of the French entering Egypt, and the signing of 
the definitive treaty of peace, is the next obstacle that pre
sents itself, and ,vhich Dlay also be surmounted. But as the 
navigation down this sea can only be perfoFmed six months 
in the year, on account of the periodical winds which there 
prevail, we can always know, ,vithin six months, lvhen such 
a fleet would attenlpt to pass the narro\v strait of Babel
mandel, and be prepared accordingly. This strait is com
pletely commanded by the island of Perim, against which 
there is no other objecti~n but the want of ,vater. If, how
ever, ,ve bave allowed the French to SUflnount so many dif
ficulties before they can al'ril7c at the straits of Babelmandel, 
we may surely give ourselves the credit of being able to 
overcome this single objection against the island of Perim. 
A reservoir to eollect and preserve }·ain \vater might be con
structed; OT, by digging below the level of the sea, fresh 
,vater would, in all probability, be obtained; or, at any rate, 
water might be' transported thither from the continent, suffi
cient for the supply of the small garrison that would be ne
cessary to protect the strait. The possession of this island, 
with a few frigates, is said to be competent to the destruction 
of all the craft that could possibly be collected and sent 
down from Suez and all the other ports of the Red Sea. 
Little, therefore, is to be apprehenEled from the designs of 
tbe French on India by the ,vay 0: the Red Sea,. so· long as 
we can command the strait and victual the force neces:
sary to be stationed there; ad,"antages ,vhich the PQssession 
t>f the Cape and of Ceylon would always enable us to Inak~ 
lIse Qf~ 
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But if through the Cape the French can contrive to as
semble and victual a large armament in the Indian Seas, w'e 
must have an inlmense force to prevent such an armament 
from co-operating ,vith a body of troops that may previously 
have been thro'wn into Egypt and Syria, a plan which,they 
probably intended to have carried into effect, had not the 
ambitious views of Buonaparte pu~ us on our guard, and 
rendered the present war both just and necessary. Such a 
plan, by means of such a peace as the last, might easily he rea
lized long before any intelligence of it could reach India, or any 
force be sent out from England to counteract it, ,vere Malta 
and the Cape of Good I-Iope accessible to the French; but 
with the latter in our possession the attempt would be 
madness. 

'Vhat the consequence might be of an attempt entirely by 
land, from Greece or Syria to India, is not quite so certain .. 
If the emperor Paul had lived to carry into execution his 
,vild but dangerous scheme, of assenlbling a large body of 
troops on the eastern borders of the Caspian Sea, to act in 
concert with the French, it is difficult to say where the mis
chief of their quixotism Inight have ended. The minds of 
m~n, intoxicated with power and maddened by ambition, are 
not to be measured by the same motives which cOlDmonly 
guide the actions of mankind. It is certain that neither 
Paul nor Buonaparte regarded the great ,vaste of men that 
such a project would llave occasioned. They must have 
kno\vn that by no precaution nor exertion could they have 
Dlade sure of a constant supply of provisions for so vast a 
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cOlnbincd afll1Y; but such knowledge would not llave pre
yented thelll frolll making the experiment, the lives of their 
people being objects of little consideration with them. If, 
like the host of Xerxes, they should be compelled to feed on 
grass and the shrubs of the thicket, or, like the army of Cam
byses, in its nlarch against the Ethiopians, be reduced to the 
still nlorc dreadful necessity of killing every tenth man to 
feed the rest, ,vhat remorse would such calamities occasion 
in the breast of that man, who could deliberately put to death 
by poison the companions of his victories, for no other fault 
than the misfortune of being disabled by sickness? 

Yet, although vast nunlbers would necessarily perish in 
such an enterprize, the result might, nevertheless~ be the 
means of shaking our security in India; and this ,vouId be 
considered as a most ample compensation for any loss the 
enemy might sustain in the expedition. The obstacles that 
llave been ul'ged against it \vere, perhaps, equally great and 
numerous when the Macedollian hero undertook to march his 
.army across the same countries; yet he overcalne them all.' 
And if Alexander could succeed in penetrating into India, 
'vhy not lluonapartc, since nlilitary skill and tactics are no\v 
so much superior among Europeans to what they 'were in his 
.day, whilst they have remained nearly stationary in the na
tions of the East ? No sufficient reason can, perhaps, be 
assigned why the one, ,vith the same or ,vith increased means, 
and with talents, perhaps, not less suited to apply these 
means to the best advantage, should not be able to proceed 
to the same length that the other did. 
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That no part of his ariDY ,vould ever return is extremely 
probable. 'Vhen a considerable proportion had perished by 
fatigue, by sickness, and by famine, the rest, in all human 
probability, by change of climate, manner of living, and by 
intermarrying \vith a ne\v people, \vould produce a ne\v race, 
and that race would cease to be Frenchmen, just as the suc
cessors of Alexander ceased to be Greeks. An army for such 
an expedition must, in the outset, be immense, to afford a 
sufficient nutnber of men to ma.intain the conquered countries 
through \vhich they must pass. The farther they proceeded 
the more numerous \vould be the enenlies left in their rear; 
and on their approach to India, there is no reason for sup
posing that the native powers \vould \velcome their arrival, 
jealous, as they no\v must be, of admitting ne\v European 
visitors, after the dearly bought experience they have already 
had of their old friends from the salne quarter. These, ho,v
ever, are contingencies that amount to no security of a failure 
in the lnain object of the expedition, namely, the destruction 
of our etnpiloe in the east. We shall, perhaps, come nearest 
the mark by considering the most serious, and probably the 
only, obstacle that would impede their progress in the coun
tries that lie bct\veen Syria and India, to be occasioned 
by the great difficulty of procuring provisions and trans
porting the baggage and amnlunition that ,vould be re
quired for so large an army. But even these are difficulties 
which, by an entcrprizing and detcnnined nlind, ,,·ould be 
surmounted. 

'Vhether the French really intended to march an army by 
land, in tlle event of their having reduced .Acre and got pos-
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session of Syria, seems to be doubtful; but 'it is pretty evi
dent:they entertained hopes, at one time, of being able to 
co-operate ,vith the Sultaun of 1\{ysore by .the Red Sea, 
though it does not appear that any previous plan 'had been 

-concerted for transporting their troops from Egypt to India . 
. The ,vhole expedition, indeed, . should seem to have been, itl 
the first instance, a rDomentary thought, without any further 
plan or design than that of diverting ,the original intention of 
an armament, ,vhich ,vas vauntingly called the Army of 
England. 'rhe fact seems to 'be, that -the power arid the 
·influence of Buonaparte, ,vho had lthe command of this army, 
had rendered hinl the objeet of jealousy and hatred to the 
·Directory, ,vho were equally glad ,vith hiolself to have an 
exouse for changing the current of rthese 'vast preparations 
from al·hazardous, almost hopeless, enterprize, whose failure 
would have ended rin ·equal disgrace both -to the ·Directory 
and their general, into a romantic expedition that ,had .the 
sanction of the old government for the attempt, and, at . all 
events, was more promising of success than the pretended ,in
vasion of the British islands. The fame of Buonaparte re
quired, in fact, to be supported, at that time, by some nc\v 

.and signal-adventure which .might be the means of rescuing 
bim from the secondary part ·the Directory ha~ reserved for 
him, by the command of.a pretended expedition against their 
only remaining enemy. in this situation some of his friends, 
it ·is -supposed, suggested to him the conquest· of Egypt, 
\V hich had long been an object of the French G'overnment 
'under the monarchy. The brilliancy of sllch a conquest was 
,veIl suited to the enterprizing spirit and ambitious vie,vs of 
the··Corsican. It is supposed, also, that ·the memoir ,vhich 
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t11C philosopher Lcibllitz presented to Louis Xl \" th Wcl~ put 
into his hands, and that the gt'and ohjects held out therein 
took strong possession of his mind. " 11ILe sO'cereigniy oj' tIlt
" seas-tlte Eastel'n Empi1'e-tlze overthrow dj the Porte-and 
" universal arbitration," ,vel'e all to be accomplished by the con
quest of Egypt, a conquest that \vas reserrcd f(u" his luighty 
arm. "Soldiers," says he, on the departure of the expedition, 
" you are about to undertake a conquest, the efFects of which, 
" upon commerce and civilization, will be incalculable; and 
" the blo,v it ,vill give to England win be followed up u·ith 
" its destruction." 

Butvainare often the hopes of man I 'rhe brilliallcyofsuch a 
conq uest, however aUuring at a distance, scerns to have faded 
on the approach. 'Vhcthcr his unsuccessful atteolpt against 
Acre had damped his ardour, and thrown an illsurmountable 
barrier to any views he might have entertained against India, 
or 'whether he Ineant to be satisfied with annexing Egypt to 
the colonies of France, is still matter of conjecture; but it 
',"ould seem from one of his letters, published in the inter
cepted correspondence, written at a tilne when he had not the 
least idea of being baffled in his schemcs~ and his army finally 
uri\'cn out by the English, tllat the acquisition of Egypt was 
the end of his design, and that his intention was to return to 
I>aris as 500,n as the necessary arrangements could be made 
for its future government. IIis object, no doubt, us appears 
from his' letters to the King of England and thp Enlperor of 
Germany, 'was to obtain a general peaee, and hy certain sa
crifices on the part of :Prance or its allies, to retain possession 
of thi-s ne'\V colony, fronl whence, at SOllle di"tant period. 

VOL. II. F I" 
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when lle had nsscJublcd a sldncicn~ force', and prepared the 
necessary quantity of shi pping ill the Red Sea, he lnigbt have 
a\?ailed. hinlself of" a favourable opportunity of Inaking a 
descent on the 1\Inlabar coast. In such. an event he was wen 
8\Vare tliat England, at t11at tillle, \vould neve,· hu,"e relin
quished the Cape of Good Ilope, \vhich he 1l1ight tberefore 
bave proposed as an equivalent fo,- Egypt. 'rhc irnportance 
l,hicb the }'rellch b~ve attached to this half-way station be
tween Europe and India, appears froID the conferences \vhich 
took place. between Lord Malnlesbury and l\Iollsieur De Itt 
Croiz, wherein the latter persisted that the Cape of GO,oel 
Hope was of infinitely greater importance to England than 
the N etberlands were t() France, and that· if OUi- demands for 
keeping. it were acquiesced in, it should be considered as a. 
full and amp1e compensation for them. "If," says he, " YOll 

" are masters of the Cape and TrincomalL~, we shall holel an 
" our st(ttlements in India, and tb~ Isles of France and Bour .. 
f' bon e,ntirely at. the tenure of your will and pleasure; they 
,~ "ill be ours onl,. as long as you clloose we should retain 
Ie. them; you will be sole masters ill India, and ,ve shall be 
" entirely dependent· OD you." . On one occnsi.on, he vehe
~lently exclaimed, "Your Indian empire alone has enabled 
" you to subsidize all the pOll-ers of Europe against us, anel 
" your Dlonopoly of the Indian trade has put you il;l possession 
" Qf ~ fund of inexhaustible \vealth 1", 

,AS the Frencb, in aI, ~l1mall probability ~ ,vin very soon be 
deprived of all their colonies in the \vest, they \vill be the 
mOl"O anxious to increase theh- establishnlents in the east; 
and bowcver· limited mie:ht haye been the extent of their • I ..., . 

2 
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"iews on the J11C11101'ahle expedition to Egypt, thero cannot 
llOW he a difference of opinion on the subject. India is, l411-

doubtcu]y theil' ol~jcct, and to gain that object they willleare 
no measures untried., nor regard the sacrifice of thou .. 
sands. 'rhey ha,"c no,,·, illdeed, stronger nloth'e~ than C\'CI" 

fc)r at.ten~pting the destruction of our p,)wer ill the east ... 
Driven fr0111 the lIlost "aluable of their ,rest India sett)c
l11cnts, by a cOlld l1ct of which the ,C'o 11 seq UCllCCS. Blight easily 
llave been for~secJ1, and in a fail" way of losing the rest, they 
,yin seck f01' rcp~ration in :Egypt and in ] nelia, and I atn per
"uaded that nothing, but our regaining possession of th~ 
Cape, ",ill prevent thelTI frool Inaking the attcnlpt. 'rhat we 
should, at this 111ornent, possess every strong point which may 
tend to check the care~l' of an overwhehning and insatiable 
ambition, ought to be the wish of every nation of Europe. 1ft 

'·ain ,vould any of the inferior powers hope' to nleet 3 better 
fate under Fl'ancc if ta'iunlphallt than IIollalld, IIanover, or 
SwitzC1'lancl have experienced, where, before the pa"lsying arnl 
of Gallic tyranny had destroyed their health and' ,·igour, the 
people ,,'el'c prosperous, happy, and free. Can Denlnark or 
Sweden, llrussia or the prillcipalities of Germany expect to be 
treated witI) more consideration than the Italian provinces have 
been? 'VillSpaiu and !)ol'lugal increase their influence, wea1th, 
and COlllmerce, by being degraded into tributary provinces of 

1~rallcc, and do they pronlise thcmsch·cs a better security of 
their colonies by the hunliliating alliance? Nothing, snrely, but 
the most morbid apathy, ,vill prevent these, and ot.hers, to 
join the great powers of Europe now in arrns, and endeavour 
to wipe off the disgrace that has already fallen on Inany', and 
Iwhich InoIllcntarily threatens thenl aU. IIow is it possible 

}' I" 2 
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that those powers, whQ· ha,·e yet the means Elf reseuing ;En
rope from universallnisery, can remain inactive, and insensi
ble of their own i~pcnding danger, wben it is. visible to aIt 
the lvorld that the system r90ted in the mind of the usurpeJ: 
is. nothing short of unh'ersal and arbitrary dOlniuion? an a~
bitious desire 0-£ red ueing all Eurolle into GaJlic prov inces,. as 
Asia :fell under the yoke of Rome. 

. Nor "'ou)u tIle dreadful e~ects of French agg~andizemellt 
be confined to Europe,. were they not completely checked by 
the ma.ritime power. of Great Br.i.tain. Asia,. Africa, and Sout.h. 
America would soon be ove,run with Frenchmen. No. one 
£~n doubt,. for a mom.ent,. what the fate of Egypt would' be 
if England should relinquish the possession of l\{alta. The 
First Consul,. indeed,. in an unguarded mamen t of frenzy, has. 
most unequivocal1y avo.wed it.. The destruction. ,of the Ot
toman G9yernment is another obj.ect. of French am bition~ 
One of the most intel1igent of the French officers,. in his cor
respondence \vith the Exeeutive Directory, observes,. "The
" Ottoman Empire is generally. regarded as an old edincc, tot
" tering to. its. faU. 'rhc European powers have long beell 
: ... ' preparing to divide its scattered fragments, and many po1i~ 
6" ticians conceive that the catastrophe is close at hand. In 
~, tbis supposition, tbey think it but right that France s~ould 
.' have her share of the spoils.; 'and tlJ,e part allotted to iler: 
~' is Egypt." . 

.. But let those professed Cosmopolites. wlio, from principles, 
Df pretended humanity, declare tbemseh'es friends to the dis
membe~ment of the rl'urkiSb. Empire,. retlect seriously on the 
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consequences that would inc\-itahly ensue ,vcrc Fl'ance con
ce.'ned in the dissolution and partition of this government. 
I-:Iowever desirable it 111ay sceln to f."ee the Greeks from the 
lniserable yoke under which they long have groaned, yet a 

sudden transition from sla\"ery to freedoln would scarcely be 
borne with more moderation by the Greeks, than by the 
}'rench at hOllle or the negroes in the 'Vest India islands .. 
Nor ,vouId the horrors of' a revolution be confined to the 
'rurkish provinces. 'fhe licentious army who might effect it, 
trained and accustomed to ra pine and plunder, ·led on by 
needy or atnbitious officers, ,vho, on their part, are spurred 
by the aggrandizing views of their government, would not be 
content to sit down with Egypt as their share of the plunder. 
As ~ial ta was the step that led them to Egypt, so ,vould 
Egypt be to Syria, and Syria to the possession of Indi~; to 
the plunder of that ,vealth which, in their opinion, is the 
great support of Britain. r:I'hus would the scourge of their 
inordinate ambition be felt from the Nile to the Ganges, and 
from thence, in all probability, to the Yellow Sea. And by 
ndverting to the geographical position of the southern extre
mity of Africa, ill relation to other countries, and to the ad ... 
vantages it commands as a military station, ,ve shall perceh7e 
with what ease might all the ports of South America be made 
'3ubservient to their ambitious vie,Ys, and hOlY speedily that 
great continent from the isthmus of Darien to Terra del Fuego 
,vould fall into their insatiable grasp. The accolnplishment 
of these objects, chimerical as they may appear, are prevented 
only by the transcendent and invincible strength of the Bri
tish navy .. 
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As it Inust tllercfore obviously be the interest 'of the wlloIc 
\vorld that the restless and aggrandizing spirit of}"rance should 
as effectually as possible be counteracted; and a3. botl~ thl' 
Cape of Good IIope and IVlalta, if left in hel· pos~essioll, 

,vould forward her views at uni"crsal doruinion, t1:crc seCIll to 
be no reasollable· objections on the part of the other pO\\"Cl~~ 
of' Europe against these two grand points of seeurity being 
·left, at a general peace, in the hands of l:ngland, or, at all 
.eyents being protected by l~nglish garrisons, as S0111e guarantee 
against the designs. of the ~llcral cnCIUY of the h unlall race. 

.. 1\S the importance of every nlilitary station must depend, ill a 
considerable degree, on the sufficiency of the works that either 
are already constructed for its defence against internal or ex .. 
ternal attack, or on the local advantages it possesses of being 
rendered defensible, it Inay be expected I should here say 
something on this subject. Being no professionallnan, I Dnl 

aware, in doing this~ of the risk I run of laying ulyself open 
~o the censure' of some ,vho are so, particularly as I have heard 
so. many and suc.h contrary opinions advanced as to the best 
tneans'of attacking and of defending the Cape of Good lIop{~. 
'fhc. little I have to offer on the subject ,viII be chiefly de
scriptive; and as to the defence of the place, my ideas will be 
grounded on the opinion of those ,vhose skill in their profes
sions, and ,,~hose sound judgment in the ordinary affairs of 
life, joined to their local knowledge, entitle such opinion to 
SOlne degree of consideration. It may be observed, however, 
that there are ,!lot,. perhaps, two Q1licers 'yho perfectly agree 
on this subject. 
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In speal{ing of the defence of the Cape of Good IIope, I 
mean to confine the obsel'\yations I hu,yc to make to the penin
sular promontory, including the two bays, which are the usual 
resort of shipping. And for the better illustration of what 
follows, I ha.ve added a military map of the said peninsula, 
the outline of ,vhich ,vas taken, I believe, some years ago by 
a French engineer, was afterwards filled up by different offi .. 
cers in the Dutch service, and ","as examined, corrected, and 
verified with great care and accuracy, by Captain (no\v Lieu
tenant-ColoneJ) Bridges of the British engineers, under whose 
directions several ne,v and important works were constructed 
by order of Sir J alnes Craig. For the sake of COD,Yclliency, I 
found it necessary to reduce the scale to half the size of the 
original drawing, and have added to the Dutch scale of roeds 
one of English yards, the former being to the latter as 4 T~i5' 
to 1. 

This military plan, together ,vith the charts of the hays, I 
11 ave thought it expedient to ·publish, as multiplied copies of 
thCIll are in the possession not only of tbe govcrnn1ent and 
othccrs at the Cape, but also of French officers in Europe; 
and it is presulned they may he of use hereafter, especially to 
those who may be sent on an expedition against this import
ant settlement, and who may not have had the opportunity 
of collecting a competent share of local infornlation; which, 
llowcvcr, is extremely desirable, where operations are to be 
carried on against an extensive and dangerous coast. For 
~uch a purpose, those only ought to he selected who arc well ac
quainted, not only with the fortified peninsula, but also 'with 
the different bays and passes of the country, the lDanners of 
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the 'colonists and their resources, and, above alJ, with the ha .. 
bits of the nativ~ Hottentots. 

Cape Town, ,vhich may be caned the capital of the colony, 
is situated on the south-east angle of Table Bay. It usually 
happens that the ~d\"antages of the bay, in fornling a new set,,: 
tlement, deterlnine the choice of the site for the to,vn; "but, 
in "this instance, the convenience of a plentiful streanl of pure 
limpid 'vater~ rushing out of the Table M,uuritain, was the 
prinlary object to which the bay ,vas subservient. Had this 
Dot been the case, the first settlers would unquestionably have 
gi~en the prefere~ce to Saldanha Bay, whose only defect is ,the 
,vant of fres~ ,vater in the vicinity; whereas Table Bay is 
faulty in every point that constitutes a proper place for the re~ 
sort of shipping; and so boisterous, for four months in, t.he year» 
as totally to exclude all ships from entering it. 

As this point of the peninsula became, however', tbe seat 'Of 
fhe petty concerns in which the Dutch Eaft ,India Company 
allowed its servants to traffic, and, under certain restrictions, 
the other 'settlers "to carryon with foreign ~hips, a commerce 
that was ch~efly confined to the supply of provisions and re
freshments in exchange for Indian and European articles, they
found it necessary to build a fort for the protection' of: their 
property and of the Company's warehouses against the at ... 
tempts of the natives. 

- , 

As t~e trade, to India increased, and the Cape, in conse-
quence, became more ,frequented, it was, deemed expedient 
to extend the works, and to erect a citadel that should serre 
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:lS a defence against any attack either by land or by sea. 
'rhis citadel is the present castle, a regular pentagon fort, 
,vith two ravelins and some other trifling outworks, and sur
rounded by a wet ditch; but so injudiciously placed, in the 
very lowest part, or sink, of the valley that, although it com
mands the town and part of the anchorage, it is itself conI .. 
manded by the ground rising frOln it in a gradual slope to the 
Devil's IIiIl, which renders it on this side not defensible. 
rrhis slope is now occupied as high as the commencenlent of 
the perpendicular rocky side of the Devil's lIill, by various 
redoubts, batteries.. and block-houses cOlnlnanding each other 
and the advance ground to the castle, all of which were added 
by Sir James Craig. 

During the American \var, when the }'rench were at the 
(~ape, they threw up lines ,vith two redoubts to protect the 
approach to the castle on the land side, the expence of which 
they defrayed in paper money. 'fhesc lines, however, ex
tending no farther up the tongue of land that projects from 
the Devil's IIill, than. the point, No. 12, in the nlap, ,verc 
liable to be tnrned between that point and the craggy sum
Init D; a manrellvre, I be1ieve, which General Craig intended 
to put in practice, provided the Dutch, afte'r being driven 
out of 'Vynberg, ,vere disposed to make a stand at the }'rench 
lines. fIe therefore, very properly~ ordered a battery and 
block-house to be constructed imnlediately under D, and a 
second a little IO'wer down the hill, which, ,vith the two re
doubts in the Jines, and Fort de Knokke at their extremity 
on the shore of Table .Bay, being an within the C0111paSS of 
:3000 y~rds, would enable the garrison to keep up snch a cross 
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and cOllcenb"ated fire, as to prevent any Dloderate number of 
troops from a,Uen1 pting to force' the lines in their approach 
to the town from Simon's Bay~ without a, very considerable 
loss of men. And, in order to strengthen the northern ex· 
tremity of the lines, and, at the same time, to cover the 
landing place at the mg.nth of,. and passage across, the Salt 
River, he added a bomb-proof tower and battery at G,. both. or 
which bear his name. Notwithstanding, however, the str.engtb 

of these lines, the officers of the Dutch garrison" now- at the 
Cape,. were of opinion that the most eligible mode' of at· 
tacking the town would be to force the lines, thougl~ at 
the expenee ofa few men t after which the cast]e must imlnedi
ately fall; and many English officers are of the same opinion. 

Fort Knokke, is connected with the citadel by a rampart 
drawn along the shore, called the Sea lines, defended by 
several batteries, mounted with heavy gun~ and furnished 
with o,·ens for' heating shot. ,\Vithin these lines is a powder

magazine, and a long range of IOlv buildings. that ,ve,re COD

vel,ted, under the English government, into a general hos
pital, with lodgings for the inspector, storekeeper" and apothe
cary to the forces. 

On the west of tbe- bay are tIlree strong batteries at the 
points K, L, M, the Rogge-bay battery, the Amsterdam bat
tery, and the Chavonne battery, the guns of which all bear 
.directly upon the anchorage. At N is also a small battery~ 
called the MO\1ille, conlnlanding the entrance of the bay; 
for all ships, 'fllen coming in, keep the point of the l\IouiJlb 
close on board, and go out of the bay between Ro.,ben ISlal~d 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

and the continent. A little farther, at the point 0, where 
there is a small sandy cove, a work was thrown up 'yi th a 
few light guns and a furnace for heating shot, to prevent a 
landing at this place, which they have further endea\Toured 

to impede by fixing three anchors across the inlet. A very 
few shot fronl one of our frigates soon, however, dislodged 
the enemy £l'om this worl{. 

At Camp's Bay, on the western coast of the peninsuld t 

there are also a felv small batteries, and a Dli1itary post on 
the height above it, directly between the FJ'abIe l\fountain 
and the Lion's IIead. An alnlost perpetual surf rolls upon 
the sandy beach of Camp's Bay, otherwise, this might be 
considered as a very vulnerable point. An arU1Y landing 
llcrc, and at 'fhree Anchor Bay, tuight take the town and all 
the batteries in their rear, or, which would still be more im
portant., might gt't possession of the Lion's RUlnp at F, fronl 
,vhence, ,vith a fe,v howitzers, the town and citadel, and the 
strong .butteries on the west side of Table Bay, ,vollld be 
conlpletc1y cOlnnlandcd. And this hin has the ,-ery great 
3ch'antage of 110t being commanded by any other point. 

So fully convinced was Sir James Craig of the ,'ast irnport ... 
ance of this situation, that be proposed to Governnlcnt, in 
the e\'ent of the Cape reluaining in onr possession, to erect 
a citadel upon it, ,vith buildings for every nlilitary purpose, 
sneh as barracks for the garrison, houses for an hospital, 
buildings for the ordnance department, for Inilitary stores, 
and for at least twelre months' provisions. Such a fortifica
tion, when properly completed, ,,"ould, in the opinion of Sir 

GG2 
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James, be ably defended,. in tilne of \var, by 1200 men; and 
would render tlle town, the batteri~s, and the castle un-

<d 

tenable by· an enemy, all of which mjght be totally destroyed 
from this height in four-and.twenty hours. rfhe most intelli .. 
gent of the· offi€ers of the Dutch garrison, now at the Cape~ 
were preeisely of the sanw opinion, and immediately pointed 
out the situation as the most eligible fo.r ere~ting a citadet.. 
The Dutch Governlnent, however, are n9t in circulnstances at 
p.resent to uudertal$.e a work of such. magnitude .and expence" 
not being able· to raise funds adequate to meet the sub
si·stence of the troops, and the contingent and extraord·inary 
expenees of the garrison, though it consists of less than tWG 
thousand men. 

The gre~test difficulty, in occupying this situatwn for sucb 
a pu.rpose, would be the want of water;. but it is by no meahs 

an insut'mouD~able difficulty. Twelve hundred men, at a 
daily allolfarice of a quart to each man, would consume, in 
twelve Qlotiths, lo9,500gaHons, and a cisteFn,. eapable of con .. 
taining this quantity~ would not be required t() exceed a 
square of twelve yards, provided the depth be about four 
-yards and a half. And two cisterns of these dimensions 

would be fully adequate for every purpose that the garrison 
'would require. 

Another objection, ho\vever, was started, grounded on the 
-opinion of some of the artillery officers in the service of the 
East India Company, ~wbo conceived the Lion's Hill to be 
within point blank shot of the Devil's Hill, the slope of 
which, even below the, rocky summit, is at least twic~ the 
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height of the former, and consequently cOlnnlands it. These 
gentlemen, who arc supposed to be al110ng the best infornled 
of the Company's officers, may be very good artillery officers, 
but they are c(\rtainly bad judges of distance in a mOUll

tainous country; for, as Sir Jalues Craig has obsen"ed, the 
nearest point of the Devil's IIill is at the distance of 5700 
yards; but that, in order to get any thing like a level with 
the part of the Lion's Rump, on which the Inost considerable 

part of the works would be placed, it would be necessary t(~ 
go farther back on the slope of the Devil's flil1, at least fh'e 
hundred yards, and even then the ele,"ation on the latter 
would not be equal to that point on \vhich the said works 

were intended to be situated; so that the point blank range 
of the Company's arti1lery officers is, at least, 4200 yards. 
Sir James observes, that a residence of fourteen m.onths at 
the Cape, since he gave his opinion on this subject, and a 
continued and unremitting study to render the, place as de

fensible as possible, had only served to confirm. him in it;. an 
opinion, indeed, which perfectly coincided with that of Lieu
tenant-Colonel Bridges, as ,yell as with that of every intelli
gent officer who bas been on duty at the Cap'e, not only 

among the English, but also among the French, Dutch, and 
Gcnnan officers now serving there .. 

N ear the narrowest part of the peninsula, on the western 
shore, are two contiguous bays called IIout or 'Vood Bay, 
and Chapman's Bay; th~ latter cODlmunicating, by a defile 
of the mountains about 5400 yards in length, with Vis or 
Fish Bay close to Simon's Bay;. and the former, by another 
defilr, with the great rQad leading from Cape Town to Si-
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mon~s Bay. There appears to be no instan"ce on recor"d 'of 
any ship going into Chapman's Bay, it.being completely ex
posed to all the prevailing winds that blow' at the Cape, and, 
in conseq uencc, seldom free from a l]{~avy swell of the sea .. 
Were it, indeed, ever so secure and convenient' for landing 
troops, aU the advantages it holds out ,vould be obtained by 
a landing at Simon's Bay. This is not the caseJ were an 
enemy to effect a landing at Ilout Day to the northward of 
it; as, from this place, they would be enabled to make their 
approach to the lines, after passing a defile of the mountains 
which is totally unoccupied. 

Hout .Bay affords safe and conven'ient anchorage for eight 
or ten ships ;. and has a rivulet of fresh water falling into it 
from the back part of Table Mountain; but the getting out 
of the bay is supposed to be very difficult and prec~rious, on 
accouQt. of the eddy winds from the surrounding mountains 
when' they are moderate in the Offing, or from the south
easterly winds setting into the entrance; as ,veIl as from t~l~ 

constant westerly swell and wind pre\7ailing from that quarter 
in ~he winter seaSOD. Captain Blanket, however, in the 
year 1784, when he cornmanded the NYJnph sloop of war, 
rat:l, out of curiosity, into Hout Bay,. at which the Dutch 
were exceedingly jealous and angry, Ilon~ of them having 
ever seen a ship there before. It is no\v defended ,vith a 
battery and a block-house, situated on an eminence which is 
too high to be successful1y attacked by ships of war. 

As to Simon's Bay, which Jies on the eastern side of the 
peninsula, in the great bay of False, and is the usual resort 

.2 
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of shipping for five nl0nths in the year, it should scelU the 
Dutch had no idea of their colony being attacked fi1 0lD that 
quarter, as there are only two slllall batteries nl0unting four 
or fi\'c guns each, to which ships of the line lnay approach 
'within 500 yards; and the strong ground at ~Iuiscnbcrg was 
entirely unoccupied before the 13ritish expedition appeared 
in the hay; the fc,v works and batteries, with ,,,hich they 
attern pted to defend this grou nd, were constructed betwcen 
the titne of its arrival in the bay and the day the troops 
marched for the Cape. But though the Dutch at that tinlC 
suffered themselves to be easily driven out of this pass, they 
are now too well acquainted with its strength and inlportanc~ 
to abandon it so speedily, should an enemy again attenlpt a 
landing in Sitnon's Bay. In fact there is no other road to 
Cape Town but at the foot of this 1110untain washed by the 
lvaves of False Bay. It is the rrherlnopylre of the Cape; 
and so strong a position that, with the assistance of the se
veral breast-\vorks constructed while in our possession, a 
c/losen hand of 300 rificDlcn might stop the progress of an 
anny. 

}'or the complete defence of the various ,vorks upon the 
Cape peninsula, which I have just enulnerated, a garrison of 
five thousand men has been considered, by an ,vho are ac
quainted with the place, as the \'ery least force that would 
be required; and, consequently, no part of it could, ,vith 
prop"icty, be detached into the intel'ior, without exposing the 
garrison to danger. The colony, indeed, is so extensive, hav
ing, an unprotected coast of 580 lniles fron1 Cape Point to 
the Kaffcr country on the cast, and of 315 nliles from Cape 
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Point to the River Koussie on the north, that an army of ten 
thousand Dleri would scarcely be sufficient to keep out an 
enemy, if he were deternlined to effect a landing. A large 
force, however, landed at any great distance from the Cape, 
could not possibly be subsisted. At Massel Bay. it. might, 
perhaps, receive a slnall supply of corn, but no cattle j at 
Plettenberg's Bay, neither the one nor the other. At Algoa 
Bay an enemy might, at all times, create a great deal of mis .. 
chief, by putting aT[TlS into .the hands .of. the Kaffers and 
Hottentots, who nlight very easily be encouraged to drive the 
whole colony ,vit.hin the Jhnits of the Cape peninsula; a 
measure, by which the garrison and the settlers w0!lld be 
reduced t·o the danger.of starving for want. of provisions; It 
is obvious that such a step .would be attended with the ruin 
of the settlenlent, and ,vould not, on that account, be resorted· 
to but by a desperate or a l\Iachiavelian enemy. The Dutch, 
I understand, have stationed at this bay near three hundred 
troops', to keep the peace b.etwe~n the boors, the Kaffers, 
and the Hottentotg, but the greater part ,vould, und?ubtedly, 
be withdrawn on receiving intelligence of the present ,var; 
the \veakness of the garrison not admitting of so large a de
tachment being sent off the peninsula. 

, One effectual way of distressing t.he garrison w'ould be to 
land detachlnents at various points 'oot,very distant from the 

"-

Cape Peninsula; as, for instance, at Sa1danha Bay, from. 
whence, by getting possession of Roode Sand Kloof, all 
suppljes of 'cattle ,vould he Cllt ~tf from the interior-at 
Gordon·s Bay, in the north-east corner of False Bay, whose 
pr.oximity to IIottentot IloUalld's I(loof would afford an easy 
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po~session of that itnpol'tant pass Wllich, being defensible by it 
"ery fe\v nlen, would cOlnplctely cut off all comlllunicatioll 
,vith the district of Zwcllendanl and the eastern parts of the 
colony-and, if the attelnpt \Va" 1l1adc in the nlonth of De
cember, a detachment landed Ilcar lllauwberg opposite to 
~obben Island ,vould intercept the annual supply of corn, 
,vhich, in the beginning of the year, is al ways transported to 
the Cape. The garrison ,vould then be obliged to abandon 
their forts to dispute those posts or starve lvithin their lines, 
as they never have a stock of provisions in store, and are par
ticularly reduced at this season of the year. 

Some, ho\vevcr, are of opinion that thc place would be&l 

be taken by a Coup de Jlain, by dashing at once into Frable 
Bay in a south-east wind, and cutting out all the ships that 
may bappen to be at anchor. In doing this, they would have 
to sustain the fire of Craig's tower and battery, Fort de 
I{nokke, the sea lines and the castle, beside the three heavy 
batteries on the west coast of the bay. 'fhere arc fcw places, 
perhaps, where so great a fire can be conccntt"ated, as tnay be 
brought to bear on the anchoring gl"ound of 'rable nay. 
'rhe batteries are Inountcd with a con~idcrablc nUluocr of 
lleavy guns; but, it is true, they arc ycry old; a great part 
of thenl honeycombC'd, and the carriages of 111any cOlnplctely 
demolished. 'fhe l\.nlstcrdaln battery has also InallY defects, 
and, in the opinion of SOlnc na \9al ofiicers, ,vould SOOl1 be 
silenced by a sing,le ship of the line, brought to lie close 
alongside of it. It lTIUst be recollected, however, that in thi!) 
situation she ,vould be flduked by the Cha\7onne hatt('ry~ 
and have to sU'5tain the fire of that of lloggc 11'lY 

VOL. II. J[ II 
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Others 'aloe of opinjon, that a moderate force of infantry 
and artil1ery, landed at 'fhree Anchor Bay, might easily suc
ceed in getting possession of Amsterdam battery in the rear, 

as well as the Chavonnc and Rogge Bay batteries, af~er which 
the castle would no longer be tenable, and the town would 
be at the mercy of the attacking party. This is very true, 
if the landing could be reduced to a certainty; but this bay. 
is a mere narrow creek, choaked with anchors, and nine days 
out of ten subject to a heavy rolling, swell that nlakes it dan .. 
gerous for a boat to attemp~ a landing. Perhaps the strongest 
impression might be mad~ by combining the operations 
agreeably to the two opinions; though a large force might 
probably prefer landing on· the eastern beach of Table Bay, 
lvhere there~ i:'J ~othing to interrupt them, cross the Salt 
River, and carry the lines by a Coup de Main, after which, 
as I,have before observed, the castle must immediately fan, 
and the g'arrison surrender at discretion. 

The Dutch garrison, at the evacuation of the colony by the 
Eng1ish, in l\farch 180S, were certainly not capable of op
posing any extraordinary resistance~ or to defend the place 
against·a spirited attack, conducted by an officer of skill and 
local experience; and their numbers ,since that time ha\-·e, 
considerably bee~ reduced. ,.. Three or four ships of the line, 

'with four thousand nlen, would be fully sufficient- to carry 
their point; provided the Du teh should receive- no reinforce
ments from the French, 'v hich, hitherto, there are no grounqs 
for supposing to be the case. The whole garrison, when 
complete, was intended to consist of three thousand IDcn; of 
these were already arrived, at that time, barely two thousand~ 



& 0 UTIlE RN ~\ F RIC A. , .. -.)~ 

consisting in a regiment of the Prince of 'Yal'Jec, about ~ix 
hundred strong; three hundred cavalry; tl.lrcc huudrtd ar
tillery; two or three cOlnpanics of gl'enadiC'rs, and tl!e rest 
jagcl's or a light rifle corps, totally undisciplIncd, and (.'on1-

posed of alnlost evcry nation on the face of 1 he earth, 
being, for the most part, desert('rs froln Gennan r("ginlcnt~. 
And, with regard to the artillery, they were so Inisrrab1y de
fective that, out of the who1e corps, thcy could \lot ~cl('ct a 
sufficient number of trained Inen to fire the salutes intended 
to be made on hoisting the ])utch flag on the first of January; 
but ma.de application to the commanding ofIicer of the 
British artillery, for a party to assist thenl: yet, when the 
orders for the surrendcr of the colouy were countcrnlanded, 
and it becanlc a probable event that hostilities ,vould ensue, 
it was industriously circulated by the Dutch officers, or 
rather by the French officers nominally in the Dutch ser"ic~, 
that their corps of artillery was in the highest state of disci
pline and order, the greater part of the Inen having distin
guished thenlse}ves at the battle of l\Ial'cngo! 'rhey were 
comrnandcd, however, as wel1 as the ca"alry, by acti,"c and 
intelligent officers. 

The services of the Burglzer Ca1.·aZry are not likely ever to 
be again demanded. 'Vere they, indced, eyer so wen dis .. 
posed to fight, the number that it \vould be found practi
cable to raise is far from being great. 'fhose who dW'cll ill 
the interior parts of the scttlenlent would find it extrenlcly 
inconvenient to quit their homes, on account of their slal'cc) 
and Hottentots, who might be induced to take advantage of 
their absence; and the Cape district, containing only about 

lIH2 
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six thousand souls, could not be supposed to furnisll more 
than a thousand men fit to bear arms, and, probably, not" one 

lUlndred that would dare to use them. 

The Hottentot corps, consisting of about five hundred mOen, 
so far froln feeling any disposition to enter into the service of 
the D~tch, actually declined it, and expressed the strongest 

"'wishes to return to their connections in the distant parts of 
the colony. )Vhat may be the fate of these poor creatures, 
under their old masters, is difficult to conjecture. Con
vinced, as the Dutch Governlnent 'would speedily be, that 
they would never be prevailed on' to draw a trigger against 
the English, it will become a very serious difi}culty in what 
manner to dispose of them. If they should desert in a body, 
which was generally thought would be the event, they would 
drive in the whole, country. But if, before this happens, 
the humane colonists should succeed in obtaining the prayer 
of two petitions presented by them, the government will be 
relieved from any apprehensions with regard to the Hottentot 
'-corps: one of which was to surround and massacre the whole 
corps; the other, to put a chain to the leg of every man, and 
distribute them a,mong t~e farnlers as slaves for life. 

'fhe only chance they hav'e of escaping rests upon the good 
j"nte.ntions of the Governor and Commander in Chief towards 
them, from whose humane disposition, and honorable charac
ter, th~y will receive every protection and ~upport, as far, at 
least, as depends upon him; but, in a revolutionary go,pern
ment, the best -disposed must, in some degree, swim with the 
torrent of popular opinion. 
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One single ship of war, the nato of 68 guns, rClllaincd in 
Table Bay, preparing to folIo,v two others of the saine class, 
the I1luto and the I~ortenaar, to Datavia. She has since been 
condemned as totally unfit for service. None of these three 
ships had any of their lower-deck guns 011 board, and were 
only half manned; being intended, though under the COIll .. 

mand of an Admiral, to take on board, and carry to Europe, 
(~argo{'s of coffee. ':rhree frigates had sailed a few months 
before for tlle same purpose, under the conllnand of Conl
nlodore Melisse, and two others formed part of llear-Admiral 
Dekker's squadron; so that the Dutch had, at that time, in 
the Eastern Seas, three ships of the line and five fine frigates, 
which, however, ,vere in no condition to add much lustre to 
the Batavian flag. 

The ammunition and. stores tbat ,vere found at the capture, 
together with those that were given over by the British Go
vernment, at the .surrender, to the amount of about twenty 
thousand pounds value, will serve for many years, not only 
as a supply of the garrison, but also of the Isles of France and 
Bourbon. The great barrack, situated between the town and 
the castle, ,vas put into thorough repair, and fitted up with 
bedding and other necessaries for the reception of two thou
sand men; and the citadel, capable of containing one thousand 
men, ,vith lodgings for the officers, ,vas intended to be put 
into the same condition. 

Recent accounts mention the deplorable state of the colony 
under its new government. 1'he revenues are so reduced as 
to be totally inaclrquate to nleet tile expenees of the garrison, 

o ... 
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and they have no hope of any supply £I'om I-Iolland. Ne\v 
taxes were imposed on the inhabitants, which they refused to 
pay. The people detested the government, and the govern
ment was afraid of the troops. The garrison was in a com
plete state of insubordination; several were under· trial £01' 

mutiny, and numbers were daily deserting with their arms. 
Universal discontent and general distress prevailed. All 
credit was at an end, money had totally disappeared, the 
little commerce they had was destroyed, bankruptcies were 
without number, and a war ,vas only wanting to complete 
their misery. .Under such circumstances, it is not unreason
able to conclude that .the Cape will fall an easy conquest to 
a British force. 
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C HAP. III. 

Importance of the Cape if Good Hope, considered III (J Naval Station. 

WHEN one reflects, for a nloment, on the diminutive space 
that the British islands occupy on the surface of the globe, 
in comparison with the large portions which some nations 
enjoy, and considers their detached and relnote situation by 
,vhich their inhabitants were, in the opinion of the ancients, 

" Toto alJ o,.~e di'V;Jo/," 
" Cut off from the rest of mankind :" 

,v hen, at the sanle time, one bears in mind the vast ,,·eight 
and preponderance these little islands have long maintained 
in the history and transactions of alnlost an the governments 
and nations which constitute this world of human beings, it 
is iUlpossiblc to \\Fithhold our ,vonder and admiration at a 
l)henOnlenon \vhich, at first sight, lv-ears the appearance of 
being so much out of the ordinary course of things. In vain 
should ,ve search for a parallel in the history of the ,vorld, 
because the history of the ,vorld affords no cxatnple of a 
country where property has so much weight, ,vhere it affords 
so much enjoyment, and where it is so well secured by 'just 
and equal laws, as in Great Britain. 
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Exertions to anlass wealth will, generally, be prop?rtional 
to the stability that is given to property. Hence, the enter
prizing spirit of Britons has collected the riches of the 'World 
within their fortunate islands. Hence, the great and stupen
dous works of convenience, utility,· and magnificence, that 
em brac~ the shores of the Thames, ·the Mersey, the Severn, 
and, most of the navigable rivers of the empire which, whilst 
they facilitate the purposes of commerce, add splendor and 
Qrnament to the countl·y, and serve as notable monuments ·of 
a. powerful and opulent nation. But, although the seat of· 
~mpire, the cen,tral point of power and wealth, is fixed in the 
British islands, . yet, if we cast our eyes on the map of the 
'forld, and' skim along the western shores of the Atlantic, 
:thence descend to the SQuthern Pacific, and return easterly 
. to the Indian Seas, ~e shall there find that the possessions 
. of Britain comprise "a vast empire on which the sun 
,~ never sets, and whose bounds nature h~s not yf;t ascer
-" ,tained." 

'Vhatever philosoph~rs may advance on the subject of the 
wealth of nati~ns depending on the encouragement given to 
agriculture, it cannot be denied that the wealth and the in
fluence of the British empire derive their source and their 
main-spring from conlnlerce. It is to conlmerce we owe our 
colonies, and to our colonies the perfection of navigation. 
For, after all the objections that have been urged againSt" the 
colonizing system, .it.is pretty evident that, without foreign 
possessions, we should have few seamen. The mere carrying
trade is so precarious, and so' liable to be affected by c\"ery 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

little incident that lnay inv'oh·e the nation carrying it on, in 
its relations with contending powers, that no degree of sta
bility can be assigned to it. As long as the Portugueze main
tained their territories and their dominion in the East, the 
Portugucze navigators were the first atnong Europeans in 
reputation; but no sooner had the Dutch deprived thenl of 
the best part of their possessions, than the whole of the carry
ing-trade fell into the hands of the ])utcb; and the Dutch 
flag Inaintained the superiority in the }~ast, and \-vas respect:
able in the 'Vest. . 

As the Dutch began to lose their colonies, the l\ulcricans 
snatched the remains of their carrying-trade, which, while 
they preser\·e a state of neutrality, they will not only main
tain but improve to a very great extent; but, having no 
foreign possessions, the instant they go to war with a nation 
that has, their carrying-trade win in all probability fall to 
the ground. Such lvill be the case also with the Danes and 
the Swedes; and such ,has France found, by experience, to 
be her fate from the mornent she lost her best colonies . 

. The number of hands that al'e required to work the ships 
enlployed in transporting to England the produce of our 
colonies furnish for the navy, in time of lvar, an immediate 
supply of skilful and able-bodied seamen: gh-ing it, at once, 
a decided superiority o,·er that of all other nations. rrhe 
French, the Dutch, and the Spaniards can construct their 
ships fully as well as, and sonle of them, perhaps, better tha~, 
the English; but none of them can make such good sealncn. 
'fhe rough and resolute character that is llcccbsary to fornl 

VOL. II. I I 
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good sailors, would appear to be incompatible with the fri
volous and flexile tern per~ ~f Frenchnlen.. Their natural ver
satility disqualifies them for situations that lequire steady 
perseverance; and the trifling gaiety of. their disposition is 
in suited to th~ order and discipline that are indispensable on 
board of a ship. In a gale of wind, it is said to be a matter 
of the greatest difficulty to prevail on a sufficient number of 
Frenchmen, in a whole ship's company, to, go aloft for the 
purpose. of taking in the sails; and if the gale comes on sud
denly, the odds are great that the masts. are carried a'vay,. or 
the sails blown from the yards. 

Both men and officers are averse to long voyages,. and are 
·se1dom inclined to pass a friend1y POlt.. To possess the ad
vantage of having such ports, in different parts of the world, 
.is of the first importance to their navigation and commerce. 
They pay little attenti~n to cleanliness,. either in their per
sons or ships, and they are generally very much crowded; 
henc_e, a long voyage, without refreshments, is seldom unat
tended with disease and mortality .. 

The Dutch seamen are steady, persevering, and intrepid; 
and, of all nations, have maintained the- hardest struggles 
with the English; but they are habitually slow and inactive .. , 
That they are not physicaJ1y so, the crew of the RattlesQake 
sloop,. a great part of which were Dutchmen, afforded a suf
ficient proof, when they engaged, in the most gallant and 
active manner, the La Preneuse frj~ate, which they .. drove 
out of Algoa Bay. Byexample and a little practice, they 
o~ercome the dull and sluggish mot'io~ to. which they have 

1 
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been accustomed, and soon becolue capable of pronlpt and 
vigorous action. 

'llhe Dutch sailors, it seenlS, are al ways glad of an OppC)1-
tunity to serve in English ships, ,vhere they ha"e the reputa.
tion of being a quiet, orderly, and obedient people. 'rhc 
manner in which they are fed, in their own ships, is little 
calculated to give them encouragement. The captains of the 
men of ,var are, at the same time, the pursers; and they· 
feed their men by contract, which, stipulating for quantity 
only, leaves the quality to the discretion and the conscience 
of the captain. 'fhe Dutch ships of war that were sent out, 
,vith the governor and troops on board, to take possession of 
the Cape, had a renlarkahly long passage, which occasioned 
the Dutch sailors on board our ships to observe, that the cap
tain7s musty peas, rancid pork, and black bread \vere not 
consumed, before \vhich it \vould not be his interest to come 
into port ,vhere better articles were to be had. The same 
sailors got 1101d of some of their bread, 'Vllich they carried 
through the streets of Cape Town, tied to the end of a stick, 
by ,vay of a joke, it being so very black as to have nlore 
the appearance of animal excrement, baked in the sun, than 
of bread. 

On the present plan of navigating their ships, the Dutch 
,vould find it impracticable to proceed froln Europe to India 
,vithout breaking the voyage. 'rhe unfavorable form of their 
vessels for Inoving quickly through the water, the little sail 
they carry, especia1ly by night, the econolnical plan in which 
they are fitted out, forbidding the use of copper sheathing, 

I I 2 
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and the bad provisions laid in for the people, are all against 
a long continued voyage~ The mortality that sometimes 
prevails on' board their Indiamen, even on short passages, is 
almost incredible. ~r. Thunberg informs us, and his vera
city may be depended on, that the mortality on board the 
ship which carried him to the Cape, after a voyage of three 
months' and a half from the Texel, amounted to one hundred 
and fifteen; that three other ships in the same fleet suffered 
still more in proportion to their crews, the Hoenkoop having 
buried one hundred and fifty-eight; the T¥illiam Vtlt two hrin
~red and thirty; and the Jonge Sa'Otuel of Zeeland one hundred 
and three men t . 

• It may be considered, indeed, as next to a physical impos .. 
sibi1ity for a Dutch ship to run from the Tex~l to Batavia 
without stoppIng. The posse,ssion we held of their old half
way house, the Cape, was so severe a blow to their navigation 
in the Eastern Seas, that, after the capture of ~ucas's fleet in 
Saldanha Bay, there was not, in the course of five years, a 
single Dutch ship of any description that ventured to the 
southward of the line. The convenience of refreshing at the 
Cape is absolutely necessary to, and inseparably connected 
with, the Dutch trade to India. The Spaniard.s and Portu
gueze are equally averse to long passages, without refresh~ng, 
as the French and Dutch. rfhe Danes; the Swedes, and 
Americans less so, because their provisions, in general, are 
more wholesome, and their ships more cleanly:. yet, to all 
these, an intermediate port is a1 ways considered as an object 
worthy of attention.. 
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To the English the intcf\Ycution of a port, in the longest 
voyages, is the least ilnportant; and Inany conlDlallders', of 
late years, ha\rc been so little solicitous on this point, as to 
prefer making the run at once, rather than suffer the delay 
and impediment occasioned by calling for refreshments on 
the passage. The commanders, indeed, of the British ships, 
in general, are so well acquainted lvith the nature of the 
fixed and periodical winds (the Trades and Monsoons), and 
with making the most of those that are variable, that distant 
voyages are now reduced almost to a certain duration.. 'rhc 
old system, still, perhaps, too rigidly adhered to in the navy, 
of endeavouring to place the ship's head in the direction of 

her intended port, is entirely exploded by the commanders 
of ships in the elnploy of the East India Company. It may 
answer the purpose in the British Channel, and near land, 
but is ill suited for a long voyage, througb climates where the 
wind undergoes but little change. rrhe squadron of men of 
war, which brought a\vay the garrison, on the eracuation of 
the Cape~ were twclve weeks on tl1cir passage, ,vhilst the Sir 
Ed,vard IIughes Indiaman, which left thee Cape a ,veek later, 

was three weeks in England sooner, than the said squadron. 
A.passage froln China, ,vhich forluerly ,vas reckoned from ten 
to twelve nlonths, is now rcd nced to four months, and has 
been made in a hundred days. 

This rapidity in skinlming over the ocean, reduced, as 
nearly as the nature of such a loco-motion will allow, to a 
certainty, added to the superior quality, as ,vell as abundance, 
of provisions that are laid in for the voyage, has rendered it 
a matter of perfect indifference to English seamen, in point of 
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health, ··whether . the -Tun be made at once, or ,the 'voyage be 
broken for the sake of obtaining refreshments at some inter
:mediate port. This being the case, the former method is 
usually preferred, and much delay, as well as expence, is 

~ there~.y- avoided . 

. Since, however" all maritime expeditions and transactions 
'-aTe, . in a very peculiar degree, liable to accident and misfor
· tune, it must al ways be considered as a desirable object to 
,have some neighbouring port to resort to in case of urgent 
. necessity. In the short voyage to t~e ports of the Levant and 
others in the Mediterranean, Malta, and a number of other 
'-islands, present themselves as places .of refuge for ships in dis
· tress. The bay of Madeira lies open to the outward bound 
. ships in the West India trade, and the Western Islands, if 
,necessary, may be approached on the retu.rn-v:oyage.· ~nd, 
although the Portugueze settlement of Rio de ~ aneiro in. 
· Soutb America is not greatly out of the way of ships, in their 
·.ou tward-bound passage to the East Indies and China, nor the 
.island of Saint Helena' on their return, yet it cannot be denied 
.that the Cape of Good Hope is infinitely preferable to both 
of these places, since it not only divides the passage more 
. equally, but supplies,- in general, better refreshments, and 
.in greater plenty, and is alike ~onveDient for shipping td 
touch at, whether in their outward or' homeward-bound 
<voyage .. 

In the early, periods of foreign navigation, the ships of 
-every. nation, trading to the East Indies, found it convenient 
~to call at the .Cape for ,vater and fresh provisions, long before. 
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it ,\-as taken possession of, in fornl, by any European po,ver. " 
The native Hottentots, at that time, were numerous on the 
Cape peninsula, and rich in cattle, ,vhich they suppiied to 
pas~ing ships on easy terms. 

In the reign of John lId of Portugal, Bartholome\v Diaz 
made the first successful attelnpt to reach the southern pro
montory of Africa, ,vhich he effected in the year 1487; but 
'whether he quarrelled with the natives, and \vas driven away 
by theIn, as some historians have pretended, seems to be 
doubtful. Vasco-de-Gama, ten years afterwards, touched at 
the Cape, but made no atten,tpt to fornl a settlelnent there. 
Next to Vaseo-de-Gama, ,vas the Portugueze Admiral Rio 
d'Infante, ,vho strongly recommended to his Government the 
establishment of a coJony on the southern coast of Africa; 
and fixed upon the m"outh of a river for that purpose, to 
,vhich was given his own name, and ,vhich is now called the 
Great Fish River. Some other attempts, by different Por
tugueze navigators, 'were made to colonize the Cape, but 
they al1 failed. 

After this the English and the Dutch were frequent visitors 
to the bays of the Cape. 

The English;in their outward-bound voyage, llad a custom 
of burying their dispatches for the directors, and to point out 
where they were to be found by cutting a sentence, to that 
effect, on SOUle large blue stone laid on a particular spot .. 
The intelligence, engraven on the stone, ,vas usual1y limited 
to the name of the ship and captain, the date of her arrh"al 
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and departurr, and it ended with " Look for letters (in such 
" or such direction) from this -stone." Two or three stones of 
this kind are built into the castle waH, alId are still legible. 
The Dutch used to bury, on a certain spot on Robben'Island, 
a register of the state of the~r vessels and cargoes, out
,vard 'bound, ,vhich the next ship, in ·coming. home, ~ook 
up and carried to Holland for the infonnation of the Direc
tors. 

In this manner the English~ the D'.ltch, and the Portugueze 
.continued, for mo~e than a century, to refresh at the Cape, 
without any design, on the part of the tVlO former, of appro
'priating the soil; until the year 1620, when Andrew Shillinge 
and Humphrey Fitzherbert, two commanders of two fleets of 
English shi ps bound for Surat and Bantam, took a formal pos
session of the soil for, and in the name of, King James of 
Great Britain, because they discovered that the Dutch in-, 
tended to establish a colony there the following year; and 
" because they thought it better that the Dutch, or any other 
" nation whatsoever, should be his Majesty's subjects in this 
" place, than that his subjects should be subject to them 
" or any other." It was not, however, until a period of more 
than thirty years had expired after· this event, that the repre
sentations of Van Riebek, stating the richness of the sOlI, 
the mildness of the climate, the advantage it would give to 
the Dutch, :as a colony, over other nations, whose ships would 
all be-obli"ged to tO~lch t.here, and, above a11, the barrier it 
l\yould ; afford ~o 'their Indian dominions, prevailed on the Di
rectors of the ·Dutch East India Company to form a regular 
establishment at the Cape. 
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Their original intention was to linlit their possessions to the 
Cape peninsula, and the two bays that are separated by the 
isthmus; considering it only, as it had hitherto been, as a 
place for refreshing and refitting their ships. But the Dum
ber of settlers that -crept in, from time to time, Inade it neces
sary to cross the isthmus, and, by presents and promises, to 
obtain from the natives the cession of a tract of land to ,vhich 
they gave the name of I-Iottentot's IIolland. Having dis
covered that the predominant passion of this feeble people 
'vas the love of spirituous liquors and tobacco, and that pieces 
of iron and glass beads ,vere considered among the first ne· 
cessities, they negociated for ,vhole tracts of land with these 
pernicious drugs and paltry baubles. A cask of brandy ,vas 
the price of a whole district, and nine inches in length of an 

iron hoop the purchase of a fat ox. The natives, however, 
it would seeln, had no idea of resigning, for ever, to a fot"eign 

nation, the ground that was necessary for feeding their own 
cattle; but conceived it could only be intended for telnpo .. 
t'ary usc, and that, in time, their visitors would depart from 
t.he country as other Europeans had hitherto done for the last 
century and an half j but, ,vhen they observed them building 
houses and fortifications, so,ving and planting the ground, and 
rearing theil' own cattle, they began to be jealous of the en
croachments of their new neighbours, and commenced hosti. 
l~ties with a view to expel theine ffhese hostilities terminated, 
as is usual in such cases, in the furthel" extension of the Dutch 
settlement, and in an increase of troops and colonists from 
Europe. 

Still, bowever, the Dutch East India Company endea"oured 
to linlit the Cape to the original design of a port for refreshing 

\- or,. II. K Ii: 
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