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perceived, some ideal disappointment is sup
posed to be met with, something, .in fine, 
which causes' the mind to fall. short' of that r . 

happiness of which it had formed a distant 
and illusive prospect. The cause of that 
contentment and cheerfulness of mind so 
often conspicuous among the very lowest 
orders of the people, must be traced to the 
same source, to the feelings, the predilec
tions, the attachments of the mind, the force 
of habit, and the assimilation of. their ideas 
to their situation.. A .person may form a 
just estimate of what a poor Africa~ must 
feel at being for ever separated from all he 
held dear, by~ I imagining himself placed in 
his situation. To render the human mind 
for ever miserable, by doing violence to its 
feelings, is the extreme of cruelty .. It is, as 
far as i~ us lies, an act of homicide c0t:n
mitted on the soul of man; but ambition 
and. avarice have at all'times sported, ,not 
only with the interests, but the feelings of: 
mankind. This s~ocking~ but important 
reflection, I shall at present leave, to the 
consideration of my friend. Adieu. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Of the capture of Constantinople in 1454, when the citizens 
were carried into slavery-This similar to the case of the 
negroes---Their condition represented less deplorable by some~ 
and perhaps exaggerated by others-The state of slavery in 
America varies in different places-In some it is more tole
rable thaR in others--The negro slaves in Mexico far more 
comfortable than those elsewhere-Representations conse
quently partial, inaccurate, and contradictory-Conclusions 
must be drawn from leading facts and general observations-· 
The evil consequences of the slave-trade illustrated by ollly 
one circumstance-The sufferings of the Africans incontro
vertibly proved by their depopulation-Enquiries into this 
unparalleled destruction of the human speciell. 

AN inhabitant of civilized Europe cannot 
read, \vithout shuddering with horror, the 
Jl1.elancholy account given by Phranza of 
the memorable capture of Constantinople 
by assault, A. D. 1454, ,vhen the persons, 
as ,yell as the property of the inhabitants, 

L 4 ,vere 



152 GLEANINGS IN AFRICA. 

were given up to the arlny by Sultan Maho .. 
met 11., in consequence of the rash courage 
and obstinate valor of the Emperor Con ... 
stantine Paleologus, ,vho to the hist refused 
the most honorable and advantageous terlDS 
of capitulation, and bravely fell in defend~ 
ing the breach through ,vhich the Turks 
entered the city. Phranza, who being one 
of the principal officers of the court of Con
stantinople, was an eye-witness of the whole, 
and himself a sufferer in the general cala .. 
mity, relate~ that the citizens, without any 
distinction of age, sex, or rank, ,vere dragged 
from their hiding places, especially from the 
church of 8t. Sophia, into which v3:st nUIn .. 
bers had crowded, and being chained toge
ther like beasts, \vere driven through, the 
streets, and carried into slavery. The ilna~ 
g'inqtioQ Inay conceive SOD;le kind of general 
idea of the horrid scene~ but it ~s impossiqIe 
to describe the feelings of the unhappy vic
tims. IVly friend is ready to say \vithin 
himself, " ho\v shocking would such a spec ... 
tacle appear in any European city with 
,vhich ,ve are acquainted;" and if we" were 
in i\frica, and should see the bands of 

llegroe~ 
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lleg;f"es collected froll1 different quarters of 
the interior by merciless tyrants; husbands 
torn from their "rives, and ,vi"es froln their 
husbands; parents frorn their children, and 
children frotn their parents; and all promjg. 
cuously delivered up to the blave-lnerchants, 
,vho string them together like horses, and 
then conduct them to the sea-coa~t; if ,ve 
ShOll Id see all this, could the imagination of 
tnan paint a seene of greater horror? 'Vhut 
arro'ws of heart-rending anguish nlust trans
pierce the soul of an unfortunate Afi'ican 
thus torn from his native country, froJn his 
paternal home, from all his endearments, 
from every object of his affection, and car
ried into perpetual and irrelnediable Rlavery! 
'Vhat powers of eloquence can express, or 
,vhat vigor of imagina.tion conceive the soul .. 
rending reflections ,vhich must torture an 
unfortunate ,vretch in whose breast are con
centrated all the subjects of corroding grief 
that can prey upon the mind? If \ye fol~ 
low him to the plantations, ,viII the picture 
exhibit In ore pleasing colors r "Till his con
dition there afford a brighter, a more enli
Yening prospect? Can imperious conlnlands. 

toilsolIle 
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toilsome labor and coarse food, afford him 
any consolation, or make hin) forget his 
family, his friends, and his native country l 
or can the whip of the task-master extin
guish reflection? Alas! it may banish it 
for a moment, but it will constantly return, 
and with redoubled force. Some, in their 
descriptions of negro slavery, through inter .. 
ested mdtives, or in consequence of super
ficial observation, represent the condition 
of slaves' in the colonies as. less deplorable 
than is generally imagined; while others, 
through an exc;ess of humanity, may per
haps exaggerate, if it be possible to exagge
I"ate, the evils they endure; and no doubt 
local circumstances may authorize different 
opinions in these particulars. 

The state of slavery in America and its 
dependancies, as it is the case in every cir
cumstance of hUlnan condition, varies in 
different pla<;es# and in respect of different 
individuals. In the Spanish settlements in' 
Terra Firma, on the Rio de la Plata, but 
above all in Peru and Mexico, the condition 
of the negroes is considerably more tolerable 
than in the islands. Peru and Mexico being 

the 
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the source of ,vealth, and centre of luxury', 
dissip~tion, and indolence, a greater nutnber 
of negroes are employed as dOlnestics ill 
those countries than in the islands; and the 
mines, as I mentioned in a [orlner letter, 
being wrought by corvies ·of Indians, ne· 
groes are seldom. employed in that laborious 
'v<?r~ Both Mexico and Peru contain se.,. 
veral great cities, where many of the inha. 
bitants, both Spaniards and Creoles, live in 
a very luxurious manner, in regard to parade 
and ostentatious shew, which obliges them 
to keep a great number of domestics, \\7ho 
are DIOStly negroes, and lead a far more 
easy and comfortable life, than those who 
labor in the plantations. Of all the cities of 
the modern world, perhaps Mexico is that 
in which the inhabitants .live in the most 
extravagant style of luxury, and ostentatious 
parade. This luxury, like that of ancient 
Itome, is a circulDstance extremely favor
able to the slaves, by causing them to be 
employed in the ~ouses of the great and 
opulent, and to coin pose a great part of 
their retinue; and all the writers who treat 
of the European settlcm~nts, describe the 

condition· ' 
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condition of the negro slaves in Mexico as 
far more comfortable than that of those in 
any other part of the new world. 

In the examination of a system of so 
complicated a nature, and so extensive an 
operation, involving such a number of par-· 
ticulars, and subject to so many variations, 
owing to local and changeable circum
stances, no just conclusions can be drawn 
from particul~ cases, the representations of 
'which will ahvays be partiaJ, inaccurat~, and 
contradictory, . 

In reasoning upon this,' as upon every 
other circumstance of ancient or modern 
llistory, we must be contented to conclude 
fi'om leading facts and observations of a 
general nature. Every ~ituation of human 
life admits of unbounded variety, being in .. 
fluenced by a thpl1sand external and adven
titious, circumstances· ilTJpossible to enume· 
rate, and scarcely any thing can happen so 
disastrous, as not to be ultimately beneficial 
to some. 'The greatest public calalnities, 
'even war, pestilence, famine, earthquakes, 
&c. redound to the profit of some indivi.,. 
dJ,Jals; but we ought not for that reason the 

le~s 
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less to deprecate these destructive and cala
mitous events; and if the state of slavery 
has proved a fortunate circumstance to some 
particular persons in that situation, it is no 
argumen~ in its favor, and can neither pal
liate the horrors of the system, nor justify 
its existence. 

Proceedingt therefore, upon general prin
ciples and general views, it ,vill suffice to 
instance only one circurDstance of the slave
trade, which sufficiently displays in the Inost 
conspicuous and striking manner, the dread .. 
fullnagnitude of the ~vil. M. l' Abbe Ray ... 
nal, an author of deserved celebrity, and 
who possessed the most 'extensive means of 
information, asserts, that since the conl" 
mencement of the slave-trade, between eight 
and nine millions of negroes have been im ... · 
ported int<? the colonies, and that nohvith .. 
standing so prodigious a number imported, 
not more than one Inillion and a half are 
now to be found in all the European settle
Incnts ! ! ! If this calculation be not' exceed
ingly exaggerated, it shews a destruction of 
the human species to which the history of 
mankind affords no parallel; and let this 

question 
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question be put to every person ,vho has the 
smallest feeling of hUInanity' remaining in 
his breast, whethe~ all the riches drawn &OIll 
the new world can' compensate for so hOlTid 
a massacre of his fellow-creatures; whether 
all the tobacco and coffee, all the rum and 
sugar, all the gold and silver ever brought 
from America and ·her islands, can balance 
so extensive a score' of calamity? Every ·one, 
whose heart is not steeled against cOIilpas .. 
sion, and callous to the sufferings of his fel
low rno,rtals, ,viII have the answer ready; to 
hesitate would argue the total extinction 'of 
every sentiment of a rational being. W QuId 
it not have been a' greater happiness to 
Europe never to have known the produc
tions of the new continent, than to have 
thus added so black a volume to the long 
history of human misery? . . 

'This astonishing and une~ampled (ie
structi?n of the human 'Species, 'is a proof 
more convincing than a 'Volume of particu
lar facts and insulated arguments could af
ford, of the hardships endured by tho~e poor 
Africans, and at once confutes all that can be 
alleged concerning the lenity of th~ir treat-

ment; 
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ment; and, as it is an instance of depopula
tion unparalleled in the annals of the ,vorld, 
it is equally curious and interesting to inquire 
into its causes. 'rhat celebrated and philQ
sophical historian, Dr. Robertson, expatiates 
at large on ,the causes of. that depopulation 
which ensued among the natives of Ame
rica, in consequence of the slavery to ,vhiclt 
they were reduced hy. the first Spanish ad
venturers. He r~presents the natives as men 
of ,veak bodies, and unfit for labor; and 
says, that on any emergency, when the' 
Spaniards were willing to exert themselves, 
one Spaniard ,vas able to perform more la
borious work than five or six Indians. This 
he ascribes to their indolent mode of living, 
which exempted them from using vigorous 
exertions, to the insipidity of their food, 
and the small quantities they were accus
tomed to. take; for, although the Spaniards 
are the most abstemious people in Europe, 
yet it was observed, that if one Spaniard 
could undergo as much labor, he also re
quired as much victuals as five' or six In
dians, and the natives \vere astonished at the 
quantity oftoo~ devoured ~y the Spaniard~ 

5 as 
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as well as at the quantity of,vork they were 
able to perform. From these physical prin .. 
ciples Dr. Robertso~ very 'rationally con .. 
eludes, that men of so ,veak a frame, and 
so little accustomed to laborious exertions, 
were totally incapable of supporting the 
toilsome drudgery and excessive labor ilu ... 
pOj3ed upon them by their conquerors, and 
that consequently their feeble constitutions 
sunk under the burden. However, by the 
account of the Spaniards themselves, th~ 
Mexicans, althoug'h inhabitants of the torrid 
zone, were not so very deficient in strength, 
and much less in courage; but the disparity 
was too great between an army of men, 
though few in number, trained to European 
tactics, and armed with European weapons, 
and a multitudinous mass of unorganized 
and undisciplined troops, armed with no 
better weapons than pointed stakes or spears, 
""Tith heads made only of a sharp-edged flint, 
or other stone, and in this seems to haye. 
consisted the superiority of the Spaniards 
over the 1\lexicans, as much as in. their 
superior strength or courage. N otwithstand~ 
lllg this remark, Dr. Robertson's mode of 

reasonIng, 
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reasoning, as far as it goes, is certainly just 
and appropriate; but he seems to have over
looked, or at least very slightly touched 
upon a cause of a moral nature, which per
haps operated as powerfully as any of the 
physical causes he enumerates, to the de
struction of. those unfortunate savages. This 
was that dejection of mind, that sinking of 
the spirits, which could not fail of being the 
natural and certain consequence of seeing 
themselves reduced from a state of comfort
able ease and peaceful security to which 
they had ever been accustomed, to a state 
of slavery, toil, and drudgery under impe
rious and merciless task-masters. This de
jection of mind, which must have over
whelmed their strength and spirits, may 
easily be conceived if we reflect on the cir .. 
cunlstances of the case, and consider our
selves in their situation. If we contemplate 
in a parallel point of view the situation of 
the Spanish conquerors and that of the con ... 
q uered and enslaved Indians, we shall see 
that no hvo situations in life could be more 
completely different. Their circumstances 
\vere diametrically opposite. The Spaniards 

M who 
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who made the first conquests and settle
ments in America, ,,~cre nlen long accus
tOlned t.o a naval and military life. Their 
bodies ,vere inured to every kind of hard
ship~ their constitutions seasoned to every 
climate and every mode of Jiving, and their 
minds were formed for daring enterprizes. 
These'desperate adventurers undertook those 
conquests at their own expence and risk, 
and receiving nothing but commissions from 
the court of Spain. They embarked their 
whole property, and all their credit, in these 
hazardous undertakings, and consequently 
had no alternative behveen exorbitant wealth 
and honor on the one hand, and extreme 
poverty and distress on the other. Their 
111inds \vere intent on great acquisitions and 
brilliant achievements. Their heads were 
filled \vith romantic projects; their imagina .. 
tions ,vere continually fixed on great and 
c.laring enterprizes, and the hasty accumula
tion of riches. Their courage was buoyed 
up \vith expectation, and whatever they un
dertook, they were determined to carry their 
point. It is no ,vonder that such nleD, in 
~uch circumstances, with such ideas, and 

ani rn ated 
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animated with snch prospects, should be 
capable of great exertions; but the condi
tion of the poor, enslaved natives, fort11ed 
the most striking, the Inost absolute contrast 
to that of the Spanish adventurers. Forcibly 
torn fronl all they valued or held dear, they 
saw themselves doomed to a life of toil and 
labor, ,vithout any cheering ray of hope, 
,vithout any enlivening prospect. This could 
not fail to contribute as much as any of the 
physical causes which Dr. Robertson has 
mentioned, and perhaps more than all of 
them together, to debilitate those unhappy 
Indian~, and hurry them in multitudes to 
the grave. The dejection of ~nind insepa
rable from such a situation could not fail to 
produce this effect. In all diHicult, dan
gerous, or painful undertakings, the mind 
alone ~upports the man. This everyone 
can ascertain lfho has investigated the na
ture of the human Inind, and its influence 
over the bodily frame. Physicians ,veIl 
know that the affections and passions of 
the mind have a po\verful effect on the 
bouy, and that the most vigorous constitu
tion cannot long bear up under an extreme 

M 2 and 
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and continual depression of spirits, from 
whatever cause it may proceed: thus causes 
purely of a, moral nature often have a phy~ 
sical operation, and the probleln, arising 
from the astonishing and unexampled depo
pulation which has taken place among the 
Africans in the colonies, admits of an easy 
solution. The human species in every part 
of the globe multiplies, and beco~es more 
numerous, unless it be diminished by war, 
pestilence, famine, elnigration, or other ad
ventitious causes. The negroes are as pro
lific in their own country as any other 
people; ~nd it is the interest of the masters 
to encourage their propagation in the colo
nies. Some moral cause then must be as
signed for that unparalleled waste of human 
life, which cannot be attributed to any 
causes of a nature purely physicaL It 
cannot be attributed either to their labor 
or their food. The negroes are a strong
bodied race of men, well formed for la-' 
bor, and not many are imported hut such 
as are of a ~ound body, and of an age 
proper for supporting, fatigue; nor can we 
suppo~e.; th~m ever to have been'much ac ... 

customed 
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customed to dainty fare. N either can it be 
attributed to the climate. Their native 
country is situated in the torrid zone, under 
the same parallels of latitude as the West 
Indies, and the air of Guinea is hotter, more 
suffocating and insalubrious, than in almost 
any part of the American world. This is 
an evident proof, among many others, that" 
this horrible destruction of the human spe .. 
cies does not proceed from any physical 
causes. The real cause of a circumstance 
so shocking to humanity, is therefore a sub .. 
ject of inquiry worthy the attention of the 
philosopher and the" philanthropist. I beg 
leave to take an affectionate fare\vel. 
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LEITER xx. 

The ~a1 cause of tJtat havock which slavery h~s made among 
the negroes--Their bitter anguish-Multiplied calamities-
The slave-trade incompatible with Christianity-Confutation. 

o~ the arguments in favor ¢ it on the score of religion • 

• 

SINCE the amazing destruction of the 
human race displayed in the case of the 
unfortunate Africans, is not to be attributed 
to any physical causes with which we are 
acquainted, since their bodies are well form
ed for labor, and their former habits have 
inured them to no very dainty fare, we 

'must look to the mind for the true cause of 
this shocking phenomenon, which has never 
been thus uniformly exhibited in any other 
race of men. Yes, my friend, the mind is 
the sea~ of happiness and of misery, and 
here we can discover the real cause of that 

havock 
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havocl\: ,vhich slavery has made anl0ng the 
unfortunate Africans. The more lye exa
mine the matter, the greater reason we shall 
have to be confirmed in our opinion, and 
shaH casily conceive the anguish of mind 
,vhich they must ~uHer. ' 

llistory commenlorates the misfortunes 
of the great; romance delights to paint in 
glowing colors the fahcied sufferings of ima
ginary heroes; and full-mouthed tragedy 
represents the calamities of illustrious per
sonages, who have acted a conspicuous part 
in the theatre of the world; but if a circum
stantial history ~of slavery could be written, 
every page, every paragraph would furnish 
a tragedy. ,Alas! of the history of slavery 
no more than some faint outlines can be 
given; but if all its horrid CirCUlTIstances, 
all its shocking consequences could be re .. 
lated; if- the imperious commands to which 
its unhappy· victims ~ave 'been obliged to 
submit, the unreasonable requisitions with 
which they have ·been forced to comply, the 
barbarous insults they have suffered, the 
corroding reflections, and heart-rending an
'guish that have embittered the lives of those 

1\1 4 unfortunate 
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unfortunate wretches could be exhibited to 
public inspection, who could bear to con
template such scenes? what eye could, with
out shedding a deluge of tears, peruse such 
annals of misery? and yet, in all this history 
of human woes, negro slavery would till the 
blackest volume. If lve trace the unfortu
nate negro from the moment he is forcibly 
dragged from his native country and pater
nal home, to the last moments of his mise
rable existence, if we could view his ~oil

some days, his sorrowful nights; if we could 
be acquainted with his melancholy reflec~ 
tions and the bitter anguish, that like a tor
rent must rush upon his soul at the remem
brance of his lost liberty and former endear
ments~ the most unfeeling would be moved 
with cOlnpassion, and interest itself :would 
give way to humanity. In the negro slave 
we should see an unhappy being, on whose 
devoted head is accumulated the whole 
aggregate of lvretchedness, the sum total of 
human misery; and is it possible tllat a 
rational being can contemplate such scenes 
of multiplied calamities, ·,vithout sentiments 
of commiseration ~ 

It 
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It is, indeed, difficult to conceive by 
what subtilty of logic the slave-trade can 
be proved compatible with the Christian 
religion, which teaches unlim,ited charity, 
universal benevolence, and by a direct and 
positive injunction 'from, the mouth of its 
Divine Author, commands us to do to others 
as we would that they should do to us. 
'. By some it has been alleged, that the 
slave-trade affords an opportunity of con
verting the Africans to the Christian faith. 
But what sort of Christians can this mode 
of conversion make? What opinion can a 
poor ensla,'ed African have of the Christian 
religion, who every day of his miserable life 
ha~ in his own person so fatal an experience 
of the cruelty of its professors? If Europe 
sincerely desires the conversion of Africa, 
she certainly makes use of 'Very ill-contrived 
means, and employs very ill-chosen apostles. 
Others have endeavoured to justify negro
slavery on another ground. The interior of 
Africa, they say, is governed by savage. 
despots, in a continual. stat~' of hostility ,viti) 
one another; n~mbers of prisoners are taken 
in those contests among the negro princes, 

, ,vho 
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\vho ,vould probably be massacred, if the 
Europeans did not afford them an opportu ... 
nity of thus converting them into a profit
able article of commerce. This may in part 
be true. We know but little of the inland 
parts of l\'frica, notwithstanding the enter .. 
priztng efforts of lVlr. Park and others, as 
already ob.'3crved; but this description is not. 
much unlike the picture her interior regions 
Inay be supposed to exhibit. llowever, it is 
some\vhat questionable whether so unhappy 
a state of society, if it really exists in Africa, 
can ju~tify ~he slave-trade carried on upon 
her coasts. Reasoning from the most evi-:
dent probabilities, and ,ve have nothing else 
to reason from, our acquaintance with those 
regions not being sufficient to supply us with 
facts and observations, \ve cannot bnt sup
pose that this opportunity of making mer
chandize of their prisoners, is one of the 
strongest incitements to those destructive 
and savage wars among the negro chiefs. 
If none would buy none could sell; and it 
is a pr~ncip]e of jurisprudence as well as of 
sound reason universally known and ac
kno,vledged, that no one has a right to buy 

~ of 
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of those who have no right to sell. It is 
likewise alleged in favor of the trade, that 
numbers of critninals are sold into slavery, 
\vho, if the Europeans did not purchase 
them, would suffer death as tlle puni~hment 
of their crilnes. Such may be tIle case \vith 
some, but in such a state of society as exists 
_ in N egroland and Guinea, it is an easy 
thing to accuse and COndelTll1 an innocent 
person, the ,vill of the chief is fully sufficient. 
In that country the accused can have no 
legal trial; his acquittal or condemnation 
rests in the sole disposal of despotic pO\"\Ter, 
and what can be a greater temptation to the 
violent exercise of that po,ver in criminal 
cases, than the prospect of making a profit
able merchandize of the ~ondelnned? While 
the slave-trade is carri-ed on by the Euro
peans, the arbitrary and un"principled chiefs 
of Africa will never be at a loss to procure 
slaves, either among their own subjects by 
criminal condemnation, or among those of 
their neighbours by predatory hostilities. 

In reasoning on this part of the subject, 
a circumstance of considerable importance 
ought-not to pass unnoticed;-,vhen crowds 

of 
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of negroes are conducted to the sea-coast for 
sale, can' the European traders hold a court 
of judicature, in order to ascertain the guilt 
of each individual, and ·to discri.minate be
tween the guilty and the innocent ~ Have 
they the means of inquiring into these mat
ters among people of whose laws~ customs, 
and language they have so little knowledge, 
and at the distance, perhaps, . of several hun
dred miles from the place where the crime 
is ·alleged to have been committed ? Under 
these circumstances it is easy to. perceive 
that the European trader, were he ever so 
conscientiously disposed to. make justice his 
guide, could not ascertain the' criminality or 
innocence. of the person exposed to sale; 
neither could the poor t;lave, however in
nocent, have the means of making his' 
Innocen~e appear. For the present, my 
friend, adieu, 
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LETTER XXI. 

Confutation of the arguments against the abolition of the slave-
trade, on the score of national advantage. 

IN my last I observed the principal argu
nlents that can be adduced either in support 
of the systeln of negro slavery, or in favor 
of its abolition, when the subject is con
sidered merely in ~ religious and moral 
point of view. If it be examined on the 
ground of expediency. and national advat:t
tage, arguments of a weighty nature, an<l 
involving a variety of distinct and important 
considerations, may be brought forward on 
each side of the question.. A ~ost for
midable phalanx of arguments are range~ 
in battalia against its abolition, arguments 
deduced from the nature of the climate, the 
dispositions of the negroes, and a variety of 

G other 
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other circumstances. The impossibility of 
cultivating the plantations without slaves has 
long been asserted; and if this imp08sihility 
really exists, there is but a faint prospect of 
ever seeing slavery abolished in the colonies. 
This was the argument principally insisted 
on by the first Spanish colonists, to justify, 
or at least to excuse their tyranny over the 
native Americans; and this is the most pre .. 
ponderating argument in favor of the system 
of negro slavery at this day. But is this 
impossibility. real or imaginary? Is it not 
possible to 'cultivate the plantations of to .. 
bacco, sugar, coffee, cotton, &c. in the colo .. 
nies without slaves, as well as the corn-fields 
and vineyards of Europe? In all the Euro
pean countries we see 111agnificent edifices 
erected, high,vays ca~t up, navig'able canals 
cut through extensive tracts of country, in a 
,voId, the IllOst stupendous monuments of 
human industry produced V~ ithout the labor 
of slaves. 'Ve see not only agriculture, but 
an endless variety of the most difficult rna .. 
nufactures, brought to a yery great degree 
of perfection, without the labor of slaves; 
and "hj' the colonies could not be cultivated 

without 
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,vithout slaves, appears somewhat problema
tical. It is alleged that the sultry clilnate 
of those countries render it impossible that 
they should be cultivated by Europeans. 
Such an obstacle might indeed be insur
mountable at the time of their first coloni
zation, espeeially as the natives could not be 
prevailed on to work for wages; but there 
are now a sufficient number of negroes ill 
those parts, who are accustomed both to the 
clilnate and the lvork, and also inured to 
labor. 'rhese 111en, if enfranchized, and 
animated by freedom and wages, would 
cultivate the soil; and living comfortably 
on the fi'uits of their industry, would pro
pagate,. and constantly keep up a race of 
robust laborers inured to the clilnate~ IIeret 

how~ver, another obstacle occurs, and, as it
ariEes from con~iderations of self-interest, the 
pl'imuln '1nobile, the main' spring of human 
actions, it merits particular and attentive 
consideration. 

If an abolition of the slave-trade, and the 
clnancipation of the slaves, should take 
place, the negroes being no longer slave:i 
but fi~ee-lnen, day-laborers, and cOlnmand-: 

5 Ing 
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ing wages in proportion to the quantity of 
work they perform, the cultivation of the 
plantations would be much more expensive, 
a circumstance of which the natural· and 
inevitable consequence would be a consi
derable advance in the price of the~r pro
ductions, which would bear hard up9n the 
consumer in Europe, and ultirnately dimi
nish the consulnption of colonial produce. 

That the abolition of negro slavery would 
enhance the prices of the different articles 
of colonial produce, is a position of which 
we must acknowledge the truth, and con
sider the consequences in the fullest extent 
of their. operation on individual and national 
interest. Europe ,vould pay dearer for the 
cOlnmodities imported from her colonies; 
but she would at the same time see a new 
channel opened for the exportation of hel" 
o\vn produce and manufactures. The ne
groes would live in greater aill uence, and 
consequently \vould have a greater demand 
for 'European merchandize. One negro 
family \yould then consume a greater quan
tity of European commodities than perhaps 
five, or perhaps than ten do at present; for 

as 
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as money constantly circulates, there is no 
doubt but the negroes, like other men, 
would expend in proportion to their means 
of acquisition. This is an invariable effect 
of the natural disposition of man kind to 
enjoy the conveniences, and, perhaps ,ve 
might add, the luxuries of life, as much as 
lies in their power; a disposition which is 
general in all nations, in all ages, and in all 
ranks of society, notwithstanding the seem
ing deviation of some eccentric or avaricious 
individuals. The e~ancipation, and the 
consequently increased affluence of the ne
groes, considered in this point of view, could 
not fail of being conducive to the extension 
of European commerce; for the industry of 
Europe will be excited, and her trade ,viII 
flourish in proportion to the consumption of 
her colonies, if the assertion of lVL I' Abbe 
Raynal be founded in truth, "that every 
settlement in the torrid zone requires the 
cultivation of a province in Europe, and 
that this is the real advantage which Europe 
derives from her colonies. This prospect of 
national advantage from the emancipation 
of the negroes, is highly deserving of the 

N attention 
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attention of the' European states, of Great 
Britain in particular, as being the principal 
commercial and Inanufacturing nation. In 
this I knuw your sentiments will coincide 
\vith Inine. 

I am, my dear friend, 

Yours, &~. 
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LETTER XXII. 

Continuation of the subject--The argument against the eman~ 
cipation of slaves, for fear of their depredations, answered.-
A gradual liberation recommended-Those who have been 
the longest in slavery, should be the soonest set free.--The 
whole emancipation should be completed as soon as possible-
The troubles of St. Domiugo are not a substantial argument 
against negro emancipation. 

IN resuming the argument, I must ob .. 
serve, that as to the ohjection, that the ad .. 
vanced prices of the articles of colonial 
produce would diminish their consumption, 
it requires but a small degree of reflection 
to perceive, that this ,could be no more than 
a momentary evil. The greatest probability 
is, that such a consequence would be scarcely 
perceptible. The colonial productions, es .. 
teemed at their first introduction as luxuries, 

~' 

N 2 are 
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are now becolne necessaries of life to the 
inhabitants of Europe. Everyone, in pro. 
portion to his means of gratification, uses as 
great a quantity of these commodities as he 
thinks requisite, and no more; and those 
who possess, in the very least degree, the 
means of indulgence, conSUlne as great a 
quantity of them as they are able to pro
cure. This is the case at present, and 
to all appearance ever will be so. The 
sugar, tobacco, &c. of the colonieR, are 
no\v become as much the necessaries of life 
among all classes of people, as the butter 
and cheese of Europe. 

If sorne retrenchn1ent of those superflui
ties, should take place among a few indivi
duals, it ,viII probably be so slnall as to be 
scarcely perceptible in the general system of 
colonial traffic, and its transient effects will 
soon vanish. The causes which will augment 
the wealth and population of the colonies 
,vill produce a similar effect in Europe. In 
proportion as the '"f7ealth and population of 
Europe and her colonies increase, the re
ciprocal demand for each other's produc
tions, ,viII infallibly be increased; this is 

a natural , 
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a natural and necessary consequence, so 
that the very tneasure, \vhich, on a super
ficial vie\Y, lnight SeelTI calculated to cause 
a decrease of the delnand for colonial pro
duce in Europe, 'viII, upon 11lature conside
ration, appear to prolnise eventually a quite 
opposite effect. 

All the commodities of European pro
duce or manufacture, are exceedingly in
creased in value within the last half cen
tury; so is the land \\'hich produces them, 
and the labour employed in their produc
tion, but the consumption of those articles 
is not dirninished. \Vhile ,vealth and po
pulation flourish, comrnerce will flourish 
like'vise~ and buyers ,viU be found. These 
things have a reciproca~ influence-they go 
hand in hand. 

As another argument against the aboli
tion it is alledged, that the tranquillity of 
the colonies ,vould be exposed to ilnminent 
danger, from the enlancipation of so great a 
number of slaves, ,vho, being intoxicated 
with the sudden acquisition of freedom' 
Inight, perhaps, abandon thelnS!;'lves to a 
hfe of licentiousness and depredation, in-

N S stead 
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stead of adopting the peaceful habits of in
dustry. This might be the case with some. 
Such men there are in all countries-but 
cannot la\vs and regulations be made to re
strain them? Must "'e cut off the hand of 
an honest man, to hinder hitn froln becolu
ing a thief? Or is it necessary to retain men 
in slavery, through a surmise that they may 
possibly make a bad use of liberty?-Far 
be such maxims from the liberal mind! 
Whenever the negroes shall be made free
men, let such of them as make a bad use 
of their freedom by any infringement of the 
law, be punished according to their demerit. 
Let a. code of laws, calculated upon just 
and liberal principles, be nlade for the colo.. 
nies, and let every disturber of the public 
peace, black or white, suffer condign pu
nishment. There is no dou ht but the ne
groes would, like other men, see and con
sult their true interest. by preferring a life 
of industry and peaceful security, to a life 
of continual uncertainty and danger, and 
regulate their conduct by the laws, as well 
as the populace of the different countries of 
Europe. 

I Io\veycl' 
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However, as it is always imprudent to 
risk the introduction of one evil, by the re
moval of another, it might possibly be im ... 
proper to elnancipate all the negroes at once. 
In that case, a certain number might be set 
free every year, or every six months; and 
those ,vho had been the longest in slavery, 
ought to be the soonest liberated. But if 
such a regulation should take place, com. 
missioners, of strict consciousness and hu
manity, should be appointed to superin
tend the business, to take care that the slaves 
suffer no ill-treatment during the remaining 
part of their servitude, and that it be not 
unjustly prolonged beyond the period fixed 
by the la\vs. This period ought to be as 
short as it could be deemed consistent with 
prudence, that so the whale emancipation 
might be completed as soon as possible, 
without endangering the tranquillity of the 
colonies. It ,vould, indeed, be much bet
ter, if the 'v hole business could with safety 
and propriety be completed at once, and 
every vestige of slavery be effaced at one 
stroke. 

The troubles of St. Domingo, and the 
N 4 massacres 
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massacres there committed by the rebellious 
negroes, afford a plausible, but not a sub .. 
stantial argument against negro emancipa
tion. 'fhe enormities committed in that 
once flourishing settlement, are not the ne
cessary effects of that emancipation, but 
rather have originated in the circumstances 
of the times in which it took place. Such 
a state of things in both I-lispaniola and 
Guadaloupe, is a natural consequence of 
that disorganizing system which, during a 
long time, convulsed the mother country as 
well as her colonies. Had the emancipa
tion of the negroes been directed by the 
British government, or had that event taken 
place either under the former or present go
vernment of France, there is very little rea
son to think that the revolt of those islands 
\vould have taken place. 

Under a peaceful and regular system, the 
enfranchised negroes would have become 
industrious cultivators of the soil, and use .. 
ful members of society. Instead of this, 
the circumstances of the times were such as 
immediately obliged them to take up arms, 
and drew their attention froln the dig and hoe, 

2 
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to the musket and bayonet. This ,vas the 
fatal cause '\v hich prod uced such pernicious 
effects. I ndeed, the conversion of a nu
Inerous body of abject, oppressed, illiterate 
and savage slaves into a military band, in
spiring them,· at the same time, ,vith the 
highest republican notions, and the most li .. 
centious ideas of equality, was too strange 
and too violent a metamorphosis, not to be 
attended with dangerous consequences. 

This, however, I hope will never Inore 
be the case, and in this benevolent wish I 
know that you, my friend, sincerely join 
me, while, with esteem, 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXIII~ 

The negroes, if emancipated, would be an useful class or sub .. 
jects.-The colonies would make a rapid advancement in ci
vilization and opulence.-It would benefit Europe.-Thc dis. 
turbances ill the French settlements render the present move
ment not altogether proper for the immediate extension of 
freedom.-The objection that several colonists would lose 
considerable sums, by being deprived of the negroes they 
had purchased, might be ren'oved by a subscription for 

. that purpose at the expt'nce of the state, or by a temporary 
tax-Cursory remarks on the urst projectors of African 
slavery--Tht" general aspect of the world, seems favorable 
to its abolition--The completion must be left to the wisdom 
of parliament-An address to the imperial senate on the 
subject-The British government has done more than any 
other in Europe toward!. the amelioration of the condition 
pf the negroes--Affairs of magnitude require much serious 
consideration-Concluding reflections on the subject. 

N 0 European state, which possesses colo
nies abroad, has a more useful class of sub. 
jects than the negroes ,vould he, if they 
wele emancipated in a regular and pruden-

tial 
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tial manner. By degre~s they \\~ould gro v 
opulent. By their industry as laborers, 
they would gradually acquire property in 
countries ,vhich afford such a variety of re
sources, and such an alnple field for profita
ble exertions. Many of theln ,vould soon 
be in a capacity of renting or purchasing 
plantations. By these Ineans they would 
rise to a state 9f opulence, and the posterity 
of the African slaves would receive a com
pensation for the evils inflicted on their pl~O
genitors. 

These personal advantagei, ho\vever, 
which relate chiefly to the negroes theln
sel ves, ,vill be ~eelned by many as conside
rations of inferior importance, in compari
son of the great and ahnost incalculable na
tional advantages which ,vould infallibly 
accrue to the European countries, fi~om a 
well-regulated plan of negro emancipation. 
The negroes, as it has been already observed, 
making daily advances in opulence and civi
lization, far from confining thelTIselves to 
the use of the bare necessaries of life as at 
present, ,vould, like all others in similar 
circumstances, soon acquire a taste for arti .. 

. I . 
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cles of conveniency, and from that st~p 

pass on to a relish for those of luxury. This 
is the natural progress of civilized society. 

The colonies thus constituted and thus 
circumstanced, would make a rapid ad
vancelnent in civilization ·and opulence, and 
prove an inexhaustible source of wealth to 
Europe. They would open an ample field 
for commercial speculation and adventure. 
They '\vould exceedingly augment the con
sumption of European produce and manufac
ture, and furnish ne\v incitements to the in
loention and industry of the old \vorld. 'Vith 
the increase of ,vealth and population in the 
colonies, the wealth and population of Europe 
would be increased in proportion, and her 
industry proportionably excited. This is a 
necessary and obvious consequence. The 
increased population and opulence of the 
colonies wOtll~ cause an increasing demand 
for the merchandize of Europe; this ,vould 
aggrandize her commerce, and increase her 
opulence, and Europe, in her turn, would 
have an increasing demand for the produc
tions of her colonies. Thus, the advan- . 
tages would be reciprocal; the circulation 

would 
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\vould be brisk, vigorous, uninterrupted, and 
extensively diffused throughout all the 
members of the body politic, though widely 
distant one from another. If the emanci
pation of the slaves of Hispaniola, Guada
loupe, and the other French islands, had 
taken place at a peaceful period, and under 
a regular and firmly-established system of 
government, instead of being effected just 
at the eve of a period of anarchy and dis
organization, there is hardly any reason to 
dou bt but the island of Hispaniola alone 
would, in a few years, have been of more 
value to France, than all the 'Vest India 
islands, taken collectively, are at present to 
their European possessors. 

It must, however, be acknowledged that 
the disturbances ,vhich have taken place in 
the French settlements,. have so far deranged 
the colonial system, as to render the pre
sent mOlnent extrernel y critical, and per
haps not altogether proper for the extension 
of freedom to the unfortunate Africans; but 
of this, and every other measure relative to 
the subject, the \visdom of parliament is 
conlpetent to determine. The plan will, 

undoubtedly, 
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undoubtedly, one time or other be carried 
into effect, and, ,vhenever it is accomplished, 
will be a blessing to mankind, and an hOGor 
to human nature.· 

Another argulnent, founded on principles 
of strict justice, may be adduced against the 
emancipation of the slaves at present in the 
colonies; and to put a stop to the irnporta
tion, without' emancipating those already in 
slavery, would only be a partial act of hu
manity and justice, and make these unhap
py wretches feel more sensibly the horrors 
of their situation. The objection h~re al
luded to is this: the co~onists, in the pur
chase and ilnportation of slaves, have ex
pended large sums of money, of which it 
,vould be an act of inj ustice to rob theln, 
by depriving them of the slaves thus pur
chased. T his argument ,ve nlust allow to 
be just and reasonable. No person 'v ho 
has carried on any kind of traffic, not pro
hibited by existing la,vs, ought to be de
prived of the capital disbursed, without an 
adequate compensation. 'fhis obstacle 
might, ho\vever, be easily renloved. None 
of the nations ~oncerned in this traffic, are 

5 so 
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so poor as not to be able, 'V\rithout any great 
exertion, to Inake tbis compensation to 
their colonists. If the inhabitants of all 
the countries of Europe and America, no,v 
concerned in the slave-trade, ,vault! consent 
to deprive themselves of one meal of vic
tuals per lveek, the savings produced by 
such an act of abstemiousness, would, in 
one year, reckoning the value on an average 
at one shilling per meal, raise a sum suf
ficient for the liberation of all the negroes 
in the colonies, if the" number be no greater 
than one million and a half, according to 
M. L' Abbe Raynal's computation. And 
\vhat man or woman, who is happy in the 
enjoyment of liberty, \vould grudg'e to con
tribute by so easy an act "of self-denial, to 
the communication of this greatest of all 
blessings, to so numerous a portion of his 
fellow-creatures ~ Perish, indeed, the glutton 
who could refuse so srnall a sacrifice to 
humanity! 
. This measure, however, is not necessary. 
and is only adduc~d by way of illustration, 
to shew how easiiy good might be . done, if 
men ,vere unanimous in well doing. Jf, 

however. 
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however, the expences attending the eman
cipation of the negroes could be defrayed 
by a voluntary subscription in every EUfa. 
pean country, it would reflect honor upon 
.human nature; but as this unanimity is not 
to be expected, the compensation to the 
colonist cannot be made but at the expenee 
of the state, and this expence could not be 
a great national burden in any country of 
Europe, or of the united states of Alnerica. 
As to our o,vn country ~ the people of the 
the united kingdom are rich, benevolent, 
and humane. Britons enjoy true rational 
liberty in its fullest perfection, and that li
berty secured by the most excellent consti. 
tution ever devised by human wisdom. Fa .. 
vored by these incomparable blessings them
selves, they could not murmur at a trifling 
expence, in order to extend them to their 
unhappy fellpw creatures. The British be
nate is composed of enlightened men; emi
nent for political and legislative abilities, 
and for the most liberal and extensive hu~ 
manity. "\tV ould it not be easy to make this 
compensation, and to defray other incidental 
...expenees by a" tax. for that purpose, which 

could 



GLEANINGS IN AFRICA. 193 

could neither be heavy, nor of long con· 
tinuance? If no other difficulty occurred, 
this might easily be surmounted. 

If the slave-trade be diametrically oppo
site to every sentiment of humanity-if it 
be repugnant to reason and religion-and, 
if the expediency and practicability of its 
abolition appear unquestionable, the con
templative and philosophic mind will natu
rally make this enquiry-Why is not this 
odious system long since abolished? or, 
rather, why was it ever adopted? By what 
fatai mistake did such good and enlightened 
. men, as the ministers of Ferdinand, and 
his successor Charles V. and Father B. de 
las Casas adopt the measure; and throug'h 
what infatuation \vas their plan continued 
"by other nations of their own, and other 
religions? The solution of these problem! 
must be sought in the circumstances of the 
infant colonies, so very different at that pe
riod to what they are at this time. I twas 

, necessary to cultivate the plantations, in 
order to render the colonies advantageous. 
The natives were unfit for labor; hands 
were necessary--at this time the case is dif-

o ferent. 
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ferent. There is now in the colonies a 
great number of negroes accustomed to la
hor, and these, if their condition was ren
dered comfortabl e by the blessing of free .. 
dom, would be sufficient for the cultivation 
of the soil, and there would, in all proba
bility, never more be any scarcity of la
borers. Perhaps the great Disposer of all 
things, who alone knows how to educe 
good fronl evil, might, in the mysterious 
designs of his providence, permit the esta.. 
blishment of negro slav~ry at that time, as 
a partial evil productive of general good, 
in contributing to cultivate and render use .. 
ful to man extensive districts of the globe, 
before uncultivated" 

Perhaps, also, the same reasons which 
concurred to introduce the system, might 
render its continuance for some time neces
sary. We ought not too hastily to con .. 
denIn the actions of men with whose mo
tives we are not fhl1y acquaiQ-ted, and of 
lvhose conduct we are not competent to 
judge. There is not any reason to doubt 
of the benevolent intentions of the first pro.
jectors of the system of negro slavery. To 

us, 
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us, indeed, it does not appear easy to reconcile 
with the dictates of humanity orjustice, the 
removal of so heavy a burden fi-om America, 
by imposing it upon Africa; but they were 
anxiously desirous of emancipating the dis
tressed Americans from the tyranny of their 
oppressors, and in the ardor of zeal, for the 
accolDplishment of so benevolent a project, 
ventured upon the dangerous expedient of 
doing evil, that good might ensue; an ex .. 
periment too hazardous to be made by 
short-sighted mortals, but which, in the 
management of human affairs, men are 
often obliged to make. 

The first projectors of African slavery, 
appear to have been placed in this predica
ment, and consequently their errors have 
a claim to some excuse. There is not the 
least dou ht hut the parliament of Great 
Britain has long consisted of men of the 
'most benevolent principles, as well as of 
the most distinguished seQatorial abilities; 
men who both understood the interests of 
their country, and respected the rights of 
humanity, and who would long ago have 
abolished this diabolical traffic, if they had 

o ~ not 
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~ecn the expediency of continuing it. The 
proper tilDe for it~ abolition was not come . 
. There must be a favorable concurrence of 
circumstanccfol, to give efficacy to every 
Ineasure, and circumstances never appeared 
so lavorable to the abolition of the slave
trade, as at present. The British parlia
rnent has, in different sessions, already in
stituted many wise and humane regulations 
respecting the importation of slaves, and 
set a laudable example to other nations. 
lleligious toleration and universal benevo
lence seem to predominatt! in Europe more 
than at any former period. The apprehen
sion, that if Britain should abolish this traf
fic, other nations ,vould convert the mea .. 

-sure to her disadvantage, seems to have no, 
longer any grounds. During the late and 
present ,var, Britain has exhibited ·herself 
the bulwark of Europe, and has preserved 
her excellent constitution inviolate amidst 
the convulsions of nations, and the wreck 

. cf governments. Her capital is immensey 

and her COlnmerce extended beyond the 
. power of any rival to iqjure. The general 
aspect of the \vorld seenjS favorable to the 

abolition 
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abolition of slavery; and ,ve may venture to 
predict, that it \yill not be long before it be 
abolished by all the European nations, and 
we may rely on the enlightened IHllnanity 
of the·llritish parliament, that it ,vill take a 
distinguished part in this great ,vork, w hen
ever it shall, in its wisdom, discover a coin
cidence of circumstances sufficiently favora
ble; but of this, as ,,"ell as of the "'hole detail 
of means to be used-parliamentary ,visdom 
alone is competent to judge. Private persons 
may hazard their opinions, and am use them
selves \vith their own speculations; but it 
would be an unpardoI!able presumption in 
any individual, however great his abilities, 
or however extensive llis infonnation might 
be~ to pretend to direct the collective wis
dom of the ancient senate of the nation. 
Could it, however, be found expedient, I 
should be happy to see the abolition of 
negro slavery added to the many glories of 
his present Majesty's reign; that history 
might transmit to future ages, that the me
moi·able reign of George I II. extended the 
comforts of liberty to every class of suhjects in 
the British dominions, and that his crown 

o 3 lllight 
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might descend with this additional blessing 
on it to posterity f 

And you, who have so long pleaded the 
cause of suffering humanity, illustrious se
nators! desist not from the glorious enter
prize---redouble your efforts. Divine Provi
dence 'viII, in time, give efficacy to your 
wisdom and eloquence, by disposing things 
so as to make the work safe and easy. The 
task you have taken in hand, will in time 
be undoubtedly completed, and whether it 
be your lot to put the finishing hand to it 
or not, none can rob you of the honour of 
having undertaken and prolnoted the most 
glorious project that ever was conceived by 
man! 

Projects of a complicated nature, and of 
momentous concern, can seldom be carried 
into execution but by diligent endeavour~ 
and patient perseverance, amidst innumera .. 
ble difficulties, and crowds of unforeseen 
disappointments and delays. Almost every 
great undertaking is accomplished by the 
combined and successive efforts of many 
minds. Alexander had the glory of con
quering the Persian empire; but to his 

father 
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father, Philip, belongs the honor of having 
obtained the cornmand of the confederate 
forces of Greece, and of having organized 
and disciplined the Macedonian phalanx, 
to which his son was indebted for his bril. 
liant successes. And Rome, from a col .. 
lection of about one thousand houses built 
of mud, and thatched with reeds, in time 
became the mistress and arbitress of the 
world, not by a single effort, but by 
unremitting perseverance. These great 
exertions began and ended ,vith blood; 
tyrannic sway was their object; but you, 
if you accomplish your undertaking, will 
reach the summit of unblemished fame. 
Yours will be the glory of having begun 
and finished a work of everlasting excel
lence-the joy of many generations and 
millions, yet unborn, will call you blessed! 

If; however, the time for its accomplish
ment be not yet come, you will at least 
have the honor of having laid the founda
tion of a structure of happiness which 
will undoubtedly one day be erected, and 
will never fall to decay. 

04 
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