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F•r the purposes of this study the following defini t:}:ons will apply. 

All s8rvic,:::;s, processes and activi. ties involved in the 

movement of farm products from the farm to the consumer 

at the ti me 9 or tho place and in the form, do sired by 

the ultimate consumer in a free market at a price which 

will clear tr..e rnark(~t. 

,'J:j...,,;;1,;)) Includes storag,J 9 financing and risk bearing • 

. 1'~ .... ~= Assanbling far!:1 products and transportation • 

.E.Q..,~.• Processing including grading and packing. 

PJ;j,_--9...Q.: Involves supply and demand. 

A group of buyers and. sellers having facilities for trading 
with each other. 

3. MlJUQIP&i.J.4..¥~~• A CTarket under the control and supervision of a local 
authority whicb 01?rns and facilities and provides the 
services required t• faci.lltate trading between buyers 
and sellers. 

4. Jl;JiJJl.r~~JY+:-~_,,E...,'l) ill the facilities scattered throughout the city that 
make up the total market. 

5. L~.Bl~&.~~£.1: That section of the municipal r1arket where producers are 
pcrwi tted to sell their prod11ce out-of-hand on their own 
account. 

6. Q.Ql~f~I.§§ .. ,l9JLA~ll,• lny person in the business of receiving pf-:;rishable 
agrteultural co;·r:odities for sale 9 on com11:ission for, or 
on behalf of, anotb.ar • 

.rl. cornnission agent authorised to conduct business on 
the nunicipal auction narket. 

B.&JJ.:.-AI1I,lm ~Q$.JIQI~,& Municipal auction markets, brdc~rs, 1r•holesalers, retailerf 
corrmission agents and :narket agents. 

9. G~G,.UIJ~q __ §-I.c4.UQ1L• A railway station or si:ding from w:bich the produce is 
consigned to the t2r~:1inal r.iarket. 

10 • llli'-lPll= 

11. LRO}'.ll{.~ a 

The Union of Sou th Africa. 

The four provinces that constitute the Union of South 
~frica viz. Capo Prortnce, Trnnsvaal, Orange Free State 
and Natal. 

Tvl. 
G.P. 

Transvaal. 
Gape Province. 

O.F.,S. Oran;;e Free Stata. 
P.E.~. Portuguese East Africa 
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11. 

Lit T R O D ] C j',J_.Q.JL. 

The syste!'."'. of narketing in the Union is an adaptation of the 
; 

eXisting systeas in the United States of ~~erica and Britain, which had 

their obscure beginnings in tho primitive agricultural civilisation of 

Mglo-Saxon England. 

Specinlisation in labour marked the beginning of cor.merciallsed 

agriculture by which the far!:1•2r no longer produced solely for his own 

needs, but becan0 a specialised producer of one or nore oon~odities. In 

ardor to satisfy his needs of the nany things which he no longer produced, 

the farnor was now facod With tho problem of marketing his surplus produo

tion to earn an incono for the purch·1se of those r8quirenonts. 

Ooncomr.tl. tant with this ehange, a Wide fi old of human relation

ships opened up. Th;:; strikinc advances made in scientific and in techno

logical research havo larcoly onablod tho entrepreneur to solve his pro

duction problems within the limits of his ovrn farm. But the marketing 

problems of the farner are ~~der in scope, involving both economic ana 

p~sical factors, and because of thoir complex nature, cannot be solved on 

the farm nlono, for such a solution requires the close c~operation of all 

those who are in the business of production and narkcting, since producers 

and consunors have becooo rldely separated. 

The extent of this separation is evident from Table 1 1-

T.ri.BLE l URE.till' ~D RU!1J1.L POPUL.n.TION (ALL RACES) OF THE UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA, 1904, 1911, 1921, 1936, 1946 AND 1948.(l 

:!l#lit~¥~1:;!l!RU~~ ¥¥=:;:., .... ~~~.=~-:L"t ti%¥ f-f;t! ~ ·La.--4¥-:t½ztr.J·.±· .. .::..;.--e tt.±&:E::J#.1.:tt#iiLtf.i 

t PROPORTION OF TOTAL 
~------ . fOPyLA'.IlOli, ~-----Y----OSr.U•"T~---.. -

POPULATION f . - -~ ...... ~ ..... =----------~---.,.~~ 

YE4R URE~ RURAL TOTAL 'URBAN RJ RAL 
- 1 000-~i tted 

•-.rw---~!'9"Y•·-----~,~ .... ~~ .......... -~-.:-~ ---~....---~-r-,a 

Percentage 
1904 
1911 
1921 
1936 
19,16 
19,18 

1,200 3,976 
1,478 4,496 
1,736 5,193 
5,010 6,580 
4,146 7,247 
t:1, ,1eo 7, 430 

5,176 
5,973 
6,929 
9,590 

11,392 
11,890 

125.2 76.8 
124.7 75.3 
•2s.1 74.9 
'31.4 68.6 
136~4 63.6 
'57.5 62.6 

1) Adapted froo the publications of the Office of Census and Statistics, 
Union of South .ri.frica. 
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111. 

The table shows that, since 1904, a steady but definite trend 

towards urbanisation has taken place. Whereas so~e 71 per cent of the 

totaJ.. Union population resided in rural areas in 1904, this proportion 

had decreased approxi□ately to 63 per cent i~ 1948. 

~ product of this growth of urbanisation is the increase in 
' 

the nuober of cities, Table 2. 

T.tt.BLE 2 NUMBER OF CITIES WITH POPUL.rl.TION OF 5,000 
0 R JAORE PEOPLE ( .-;LL &CES ) IN THE tTNION 

OF SOUTH .tiFRiC.ti 19ll-1946 (1 ·, 

. ._::·!·! !.LL 2 

NUMBER OF CITIES REL.;.TIVE INCRWE IN 
~--,-c, . .,. ...-=s=-a~-=~-=---~----~ ~-----,...,, .. ~~---NU_M~]LR oy CI TI~ -~l~::.lOQ L 

19U 

1921 

1936 

1946 

29 

43 

63 

85 

100.0 

148.3 

217.2 

293.1 

1) .t1.dapted from the publications of the Office of Census and 
Statistics, Union of South ~frica. 

This rapid increase in the number of ci tiea since 1911 with a 

population of 5,000 or nore people has accentuated the spread between 

consumer and producer, and nade for the dovalopnent and groy:th of 

existing ma.rlri.'.ltinP' agencies. · 
' 

Qrowth ot the cities has also brought about the need for a 

greater production of food in excess of fam consu.~ption to provide the 

urban inhabitants with their needs. 

The approximate gross f am value of all products, in groups 

of com~odities, is shown in the tw.lowing table 1-
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T.A.BLE 3 

IV. 

\ (1 
.APPROXIT.ATE GROSS FARM VALUE OF .ALL FARM PRODUOTS, IN 
GROUPS OF COMMODITIES - UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 1943/4 -
1945/6, 1946/7, 1947/8. 

~. . L4,J;,,a 

PROPORTION OF GROSS 
GROUP OF 
COMMODITIES 

: GROSS V .. ~LUE VALUE OF ALL FARM 
I """"·*"""'· ,.,.., _..._...,., __ ,__ ________ .,......1 _ _..,..,._, ____ PRO;._,.;DU.._,,QT._S _______ _ 

I 1943/6 1946/7 1947/8 11943/6 1946/7 1947/8 
_...,,, _____ .,!_._,.,.._....,.___....~~~---.w-~r,~~,._,.,,..::;I_. ----=-------

Thousands £ Percentage 

Grains 1 28,883 40,163 52,091 1 23.7 'ZT.6 28.7 
Fresh Fruit 1 10,158 10,906 14,•127 I 8.4 7.5 8.0 
Vegetables 10,332 11,334 11,193 8.5 7.8 6.2 
Sugar cane 4,789 4,140 5,723 1 3,9 2.s 3.2 
Hay 1 3,638 3,180 3,668 . I 3,0 2.2 2.0 
Wine products 1 3,048 3,742 4,271 1 2.5 2.6 2.4 
Tobacco 1 2,121 4,103 4,575 t 1.7 2,8 2,5 
Qt~~~~- • ~ ~.6JA 71 3r;n_ • ;i..a ~--_2;,;;;.,;. • ...,4 ---~...._,o_ 
..,_,._ Li --~-8-S-~n 81 1177 1olz255 T 53.3 55.7 • 67.0 
Meat animals 1 26,3,n 29,727 31,334 21,6 20.4 17.3 .. 
Dairy products 1 14,948 17,808 20,325 12,3 12.2 11.2 
Wool 1 10,517 11,626 19,690 8.6 8.0 10.9 
Poul try and eggs 1 ,1, 22,1 .. 1, 26·1 4 7 597 3. 5 2, 9 2. 5 
~hg ____ ., 1 

~-,ten 85.l . .,,.1 1179 __ _. .. ..,..:_2;:-.a:.&J::..;;,0~20_,,__,-.,.1 _,._.,;0;,=;.i•t..1 ..... ,...,,,..,.,._.Q.,i!IJ,a8..,.__.,l.~l.,__ 

ALL LIVESTOCK 56,851 64,604 77,966 46,7 43.0 
c.-. ...,_ ______ ,,__,1 __ ,...._. ___ ·~· ----~~.-='9,·r.~<--==-=sw-. ====' -·------------
~~81:~~ • :121, 703 145::;; __ 1!;;;1 I 100.0 100.0 

1) Gross farm vulue of products calculated by the Division of 
Economics and Markets. Thc'lt value includes Nnti ve production, 
on fa.rm consumption, feedstuffs, nnd seed used on farms •. 

100.0 

In groups of commodities ( Tnble 3 ) , the order of importance 

of the principnl products, bnsad on gross farm value, were• Grains, 

meat ammo.ls, dairy products, wool, fresh fruit and vegetables. Fresh 

fruit comprised 8 per cent nnd vegetables 6.2 per cent of the gross 

farm value of all farm products. 

In order to obtain a clear insight into the manifold problems 

of marketing perishable farm produce, and to effect possible solutions, 

it is necessary to study the pattern of its movement from producer to 

consumer in all its variations. In this vray a comprehensive pioture of the 

problems can be formed with ench problem in its proper setting. 

The specific purpose of this study is to ascertain the 

follo,"d.ng details regarding the supply areas and the marketing of certain 

fruit and vegetables railed to the terminal markets of Johannesburg, Cape 

Town, Pretor:t41 and Bloemfontein during the period 1st July, 1947 to 30th 
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v. 

1. The Provincial and magisterial district areas whence supplies 

of the follovring fresh fruit and vegetables were railed a 

E.rMil 

.Apples 
Jl,vocados 
Bananas 
Granadillas 
Mangoes 
Papaws 
Pineapples 

Cauliflower 
Cabbage 
Green beans 
Green peas 
Onions 
Potatoes 
Pumpkins 
Squashes 
Sweet potatoes 
Tomatoes 

2. The leading districts and principal. consigning stations 

within each district in the Union, and in each province, whence those fresh 

fruit and vegetables were railed to the ter~inal markets. 

3. The relative quantity of each kind of fresh fruit aild 

vogetable roiled to 

(a) Tho □unicipal market 

(b) Other marketing agencies, operating at the 

terminal markets. 

4. The number and kind of each type of marketing agency 

handling fruit and vegetables at the -terminal markets. 

5. The functions and activities of the various kinds of 

marketing agencies at the terminal markets. 

6. The cost of handling fresh fruit and vegetables by the 

municipal markets, wholesalers and mnrket agents operating at the terminal 

markets. 

• The data concerning the origin of supplies, to the terminal 

markets were obtained by extracting from the raih"ay deli very notes at 

each of the terminal markets the nu□ber of containers, gross weight of 

the consignment and the name of the consigning station whence each product 

was railed to the markets during the period under review. 

The extraction of these data was carried out by members of the 

staff of the office of the D.i.visiqn of Economics and Markets at each of the 

terminal markets, and analysed and tabulated at the Head Office of that 

Division in Pretoria, under the immediate supervision and direction of 

the writer. 
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At each of the tc:rminal markets, tho principals ot wholesale 

fresh produce firms, as well as market agents, ret4\ilera, hawkers and the 

market master wera int.JrvieVJtd. Tho rn.imber of records obtained arc shown 

in Table 41 

TABLE 4 NUMBER OF REOO!IDS OBTAINED FROM VARIOUS Y.ARKETING J\OENCIES 
AT THE T:LRMINAL MARKETS OF JOF .. -illNESBJRG, C~E TOWM, PRID
TORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN. FEB.RU~ / JULY 1949. 

Number of records Johannes- Onpe Pro- Bloem- Total 
2.Q~~n~d~ f rofL. ...... -..--.,,..,, __ ..___,~,.,ra_~ ., ~r.__ l9Sl ~rJ, a:.,_.__ __ fF;,.:_ 9_,n..;t'r-11~ ... ~"-.-..-------

Rctailora ••·••·•••• 

Wholcsru.era •••••••• 

Mnrket Agents•••••• 

Hawkers••·······••• 

Municipal mnrkcta •••• 

100 

36 

21 

14 

l 

112 

23 

12 

62 

1 

81 

16 

6 

47 

1 

41 

6 

6 

6 

1 

354 

81 

44 

128 

4 

The information obttlined from the wholesalers, rotailera and 

hawkers, included source of purchase, frequency of purchase, manner of 

purchase, kind of firm, ncti vi ties of the firm and principal outlets. 

Wherever possible, accounts for the year ending 30th June, 1948, ~ere 

obtained. The market agents supplied information which included the kind 

of firm, period in business, functions and activities and products 

handled. ill the records and aacounts concerning tho operation of the 

municipal markets were made available by th2 market master concerned. 

The data ralating to the volume of produce consigned to the 4 

terminal markets presontod many probl0ms. Tho railway invoices would e.g. 

show 6 bags of peas weighing 220 lbs. an nvGrage of 37 lbs. per bag. The 

6 bags could have represented a combination of pockets, sugar bags or 

large bags of which the resp0ctive gross weights are approximately 20, 40 

and 100 pounds. The consignment could, therefore, have consisted of 4 

pockets, 1 sugar bag and l lnrg0 bag. 

Due to the consiGerabl0 variation in weight, type, kind, and size 

of tho contninors of produce recci ved at the terminal markets, the railway 

invoices showing tho quantitias handled, provided no reliable information 

which could bo safely used for purposes of comparison. 
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To ov0roomc this difficulty, to afford comparisons between receipts at 

the terminal markete nnd to handle the data conc0rning _supplies in order 

that it could b~ easily understood, the follovring proacdure wae adopted t~ 

1. The type of container selected for presenting the 

data was one in 'tnhich the bulk of the commodity is 

usunlly marketed. Where there was no such conte.inar, 

especially in the case of vegetables, one was 

selected vrhich was commonly known and considered 

most suitable for presenting the data. 

2. By weighing daily, ov0r a period of two weoks, a 

number of these selected containers received by rail 

at tho Johannesburg and Pretoria terminal auction 

markets, their avGrngc gross weight was determined. 

3. The weights shown on the railway notes for each con

signm0nt of a commodity was totalled and divided by 

the nv.arage v1 eight of tho selected containersJ the 

number of contuiners thus determined was expressed 

as the volume received. 

imy errors made by the Railway Au thori ti es when transori bing 

weights from the rallwny invoices on to the deli very notes would be embodied 

in the data. It is believed, howev2r, that these errors are few and vrould 

not seriously affect the data. 

A similar procedure v.rae followed in detcrmini ng the volume of 

ea.oh product railed from the various districts and from the stations w1 thin 

aach district. 

Possible errors in the data pr0aented could arise from one or 

more of th~ following 1-

1. Faulty transcription. 

2. Faulty addition. 

3, F'aulty di vision. 

4. laulty delivery notes from which the data were extracted, 

5. Tha weight of tha material constituting the container may 
have varied due to differences in tho weight of the material 
from which similar kinda of containers were made. This may 
have the affect of in - or decreasing the nett weight of 
the product railed. 
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6. The proportionate weight of the container to the nett 
weight of the contents for the various containers wherein 
the products wore marketed may not have been similar to 
that of the container selected for each product analysed. 
This would, hov.•over, not distort the result of the analysis 
to any appreciable extent. 

7. No allowance was raade for shrinkage in tranai t as data on 
the subject is lacking. Thia would only affect the aotual 
weight of receipts at the terminal markets but would have 
no effect on the vnlidity of the data. 

In handling the data every possible effort was ma.de to avoid 

arithmetical errors whence all calculations were carefully re-checked. The 

data presented may therefore be accepted as reliable. 

Financial records obtained from wholesalers and agents were 

certified by accountants who compiled the accounts of the firms concerned. 

Financial statements and records of market masters ~ere extracted from the 

official files of the municipal authorities concerned. 

It is the object of this study to portray and examine critically 

the existing system of marketing the enumerated fruit,. and vegetables at 

the terminal markets of Johannesburg, Cape Town, Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

in order to provide background information, either for the improvement 

or the prornoti on of a higher standard of efficiency in the marketing of 

these products in the Union, or as a basis for further research that ~11 

eventually provide solutions for eXiatant marketing problems. 

SCOPE QF llfE S_'IUD.I_. 

There are nine principal urban centres in the Union and these 

also constitute 1 ts main terminal markets. 

AB the work involved for the purposes of this study was of such 

an extensive nature it was felt that if the four terminal markets -

Johannesburg, Cape Town, Pretoria and Bloeofontein - were i~vQbt1gated, 

the survey would present a representative picture indicative to the Union 

as e whole. 

The importance of the four terminal ma~kets as a collective 

consuming area is denonstrated in Table 5. 
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TABLE 6 PROPORTION OF TOTJUJ UNION OF SOUTH .AFRICA POPULATION ( ALL 
RACES) IN THE CITIES OF JOH"illNESBURG, PRETORIA, BLOEMFONTEIN 
AND C.APE TOWN .... 1911, 1921, 1936, 1946, 1948, (1 

..... •• #%%:WW .• ,. , __ -Total Total Proportion of 
YE~R Union population Union popu-

Population. in the four la ti on in the 
-=--,._,..~ 

_,_ __ ..9~~ four 01t1es 
Thousands Percent~e 

1911 6973 484.6 e.1 

1921 6929 697.6 a.a 

1936 9590 932.2 9.7 

1946 11392 1656.0 13.7 

1948 11890 1670.1 14.1 

1) ~dapted from the publications of the Office of Census and 
Statistics, Union of South Africa. 

The increase in the population of the 4 cities for the period 

1911 to 1948 was raore rapid and greater than the increase in the total 

population of the Union. During this period their population increased 

by 245 per cent compared with that of 1911 as against an increase of 

99.1 per cent for the Union as a whole, Table 6. 

T.Af3LE 6 INCRE~E IN THE Tar~ POPULATION ( ALL &iOES) OF THE UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA OOMP.ARED WITH INCRE&3E IN THE POPUL.t~TION(ALL RACES) 
OF JOH.nNNESBURG, PREI'ORI,i, BLOEMFONI'EIN AND CiiPE TOWN 1911, 

1921, 1936, 1946, 1948 1) 
•-5alll-~11'111&_.___assa:;-.;a:;a,;a;a;a;:;s.;:;1. _ _.,..;:;s;~;s,a::;a;a;;a~...,FIRIFa.,:.J.·1~--m~..._1,,;1s~:i: .. ·•*•a:-·&JCFFsa.ill!T~~.-a--.-.~~•~:ai.aa-.,_li5'3"'i5'3",l~a::;a:..i;s;;;;;F1;F1 

POPULATION POPULicr'ION 
UNION OF THE FOUR -----------.---.~--J __ sl1 z: J..Q.Ol,_ __________ _ cr:rrm (1011=..l.QQ.) 

1911 

1921 

1936 

1946 

1948 

100.0 

116.0 

160.6 

190.7 

199.1 

100.0 

123.3 

321.2 

344.7 

l} Adapted from the publications of the Office of Oensus and 
Statistics, Union of South Africa. 

:· :rn 
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All the data in the study relate to the period lat July, 1947, 

to 30th June, 1948. 

During January 19,18 a start was made With the extraction of 

data from the railway invoices by the offices of the Division of Economics 

and Markets at the respective terminal. markets. 

The work of analysing and tabulating the data was begun at 

Pretoria in .t\pril 19 .. 18 and completed in February 1960. 

The field vrork of canvassing the varlous marketing agencies was 

begun in February 19~9 and was completed in July, 1949. 
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SECTION 1 • 

.. m analysis of the supply of 

Apples; 

Avocados, 

OrtJ.n.adillas, 

Mangoes, 

Papaws, 

Pineapples , 

Bnnanas , 

to tho tcrr:inul nnrkets of 

Johannesburg, 

Cape Tovm, 

Pretoria, 

Bloemfontein. 
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The total rail consignments of these fruits to.-~ · the 

four ter□inal marke_ts are shovrn in Table 7. 

T.aBLE 7 TOTAL RAIL OONSIGNYElTTS OF V.t~RIOUS FRUITS TO THE JOHANNESBURG, 
0.a?E TOWN, PRETOtil.A AND BLOE!.WONTEIN TERMINAL MAHCETS, 19,17 /la. 

Kind of fruit Kind and gross 
weight of con-

Total rail receipts 
at the four terminal 

~ ..... ·.~-:,:--.._ ... .,.. .... r.-?S-=------, . .,.. .... •--=--w- .... ·~·71 ..... -~-.- ... --ar: .... -..-s- ~~i:;i.ve~ fl•-C:,S-"":ltlft•-----~-~--,r.-,-----·.,r: .... 2"9::.9"':"'$" ...... !;).~Lk ..... e_j:;,A.T9" ... :.~ 
Number 

Apples ................. bu. box, 50 lb. 515,213 

Avocados •••••••• 0 ••••••• tray, 12½ lb. 293,902 

Granadillas ••.•••.••••••• tray, 8½ lb. 102,079 

Mangoes ................ tray, 1~ lb. 657,638 
. . Papaws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . std. box,21 lb • 1,132, '112 

Pineapples• • ••••••• • • • ••• std. box 40 lb. 195,854 

Bananas ••••••••••••••• crate, 225 lb. 131,628 

-.-. .... -.,..:..,""!'9" 4 ..-...-r . .-. .. - ... ~...-~~.-,.,;r.--.-r·.;;.-.a~ . :w- .. ~----·. . www•.,.._.._..:e: .. •~~;s.-----
r.:a--~•-• ._..._..._-._.-,~ ., .... ---- ,¥1,ii P ";.'I; -~-'SL~---~--":T":'t-:S~,--.-... ~~ :r-:-a·.~..--w:--,r ... - ..... -.r ... tt- _.,_-.,..._,.-... ,,--.,~ ._..-,--..-;,. ~.._._,._._ ......... 

The supplies railed to the four terminal markets as shoVil!l in 

Table 7 were distributed among these markets as shown in Table 8. (More 

than 50 per cent of each kind of fruit railed to the four terminal markets 

was destined for Johannesburg),-
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TABLE 8 . QUANTITIES OF VAitIOUS FRUITS RAILED TO THE J0HANNESBtTRCl.. CAPE 
TOWN, PRETORIA AND BL0E}/'.F0NTEIN TEm!.INAL KIB.K!LTS, RESPECTIVELY 

1947/48. 

~*~-!T'~T~Wi?l4t.& -4~1-..=zT•rr-t&s. £:SU &Z.TT..,.._T~ML&·WW· ■¥%-f IWIB 
1 

__._,. _ ··rr -.-~~ri.e..J:Jnj..~...,...,.-~j{,.e.t.,_ ____ ~.-• ----• • W • 

Bloem- Total rail 
Kind of Johan- Cape Pre- fon-
!.llu.:t n•-c~ ._,.. ~'2"-,_.V,CSbt!r~ .....-..r-z~'-"''"- • ~WF.J.ll ......... ..-.-T~.t~--------. ~ -----· 

Number of containers 

.Apples, bu. box 304,976 111,342 59,525 39,370 515,213 

Avocndos, tray 15'-1, 987 66,638 59,133 13,1,1,1 293,902 

Granadillas, tray 71,321 18,,129 8,830 3, ,199 102,079 

Mangoes, trey 350,686 182,-174 89,250 :35,228 657,638 

Papaws, std, box e72,s1 .. 1 208,799 181,673 69,126 1,132,412 

Pineapples, tray 106,29(1 60,275 17,19'1 12,095 195,854 

Bananas, crate 75,878 38,Ml 12,,135 .:.1, 774 131,628 

-~---.c9·~ a::-.ac....,..·~•r~.-..-,....~-w-r:.--·.,. :si-....-i:•w=--a,~,-;;~ .WWW ........... :~~ 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

Apples 59. 2 21.6 11.6 7.6 100.0 

Avocados 52.7 22.7 20.1 4.5 100.0 

Oranadillas 69.8 18,1 8.7 3.,1 100.0 

Mangoes 53.5 27.7 13.6 6.il 100.0 

Papaws 59.4 18.4 1e.1 6.1 100.0 

Pineapples 5 .. 1.2 30.8 s.s 6.2 100.0 

Bananas 57. 7 29.3 J.4 3.6 100.0 

,...,.~--.J;;(~'SD&F;a;· ms Plf' .. ~iA!'.%..,. . ..... --•-·zw:z- • ..... s 

Quantities railed to tho auction marketR and other marketing 

The respective proportion that the municipal auction markets 

and other marketing agencies at the four terminal markets received of tho 

total voluce of each kind of fruit railed to these terminal mnrkets are 

shown in Table 9 •-

-
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T..illLE 9 QUANTITIES OF VARIOUS FRUITS CONSIGNED JlY RAIL 'IO (a) 
MUNIOIP~L AUCTION MARKETS A.ND (b) OTHER MARKETING ~GENOIES 
.tt.T THE JOP...ri.NNESBURO, 0.iU'E TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

TERrJIINiiL MARKETS, 19•17 /'-18. 

___ ,,..,...,..,..,_.,. .... ,.1~1 ... ,,....Fe.q_~.,..,_.... . ·•· -- ___ ....,..,.. ____ _ 
Kind of 
fruit 

rvfuni ci pal Other 
auction marketing Total 

_._.__,,_..,,_.,..,..._ ...__....,__,,_,. _ _._J~ta~~s _.__._,,....,. __ .,_ vJ;genP,l ej?__.,_.~•--- · WW_,. 

Apples,bu. box 

.ri.VOcados, tray 

Oranadillas, tray 

Mangoes, tray 

Papaws, std. box 

Pineapples, std.box 

Bananas, crate 

~pples 

.t¼.VOcados 

Granadillas 

Mangoea 

Papaws 

Pineapples 

Bananas 

s. I: ==a:: 

Number of 

262,623 

2'-19, 7l13 

75,912 

588,808 

917,730 

167, 1132 

44,360 

containers 

252,590 

4,1,159 

26,167 

68,830 

21,1, 682 

28,422 

87,268 

516,213 

293,902 

102,079 

657,638 

1,132,.r:112 

196,854 

131,628 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

51.0 49.0 100.0 

85.0 16.0 100.0 

74.4 25.6 100.0 

89.5 10.5 100.0 

81.0 19.0 100.0 

85.5 14.5 100.0 

i3.7 66.3 100.0 

~.&Ai -=- I! S!Sl S::~· _..n ~== 

Excluding bananas and apples, the greater proportion of the 

frui~a was directly consigned to the municipal auction markets 

(Table 9). In the case of bananas, which usually arrive green and 

have to be ripened, the consignees were wholesalers who Sell the bananas 

direct from their stores. In so far as apples are concerned, dealers 

purchase large supplies from growers through the brokerage eervloe of 

market agents during the plentiful season. These apples are then cold 

stored by the dealers who transfer considerable quantities of cold stored 

apples on to the auction market during the scarce season. 
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The source of supply of the fruit to the four terminal 

markets on the basis of provinces within the Union, and territories outside, 

is shown in Table 10 1-

TABLE 10 SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF V.rill.IOUS FHJI'!e RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, 
OAPE TOWN, PHETOaL~ AND BLOEMFONTEIN TER.MINAL M.ARKFJI'S, 1947 /48. 

Total 
rail 

Kind of Extra re,, 
... r,.:ru1a111..t__._,,,__.. ,-------~ Tv:L,._ .. o J>aL _____ ..Q..J. ... , Sw.a., ___.Nil,lia,.,.t4lil&w.J-.-..iJ ... In,.1,,11~0n"···--_.......g.e1-.jllJt""'t~ai ... 

.ri.pples, bu box 13,206 

.Avocados, tray 207,703 

Granadillas, tray 97,511 

Mnngoes, tray 65,J,632 

Papaws, std. box 1,129,988 

Pineappl0s, std.bx. 6, i169 

Bananas, crate 3,164 

Apples 2.6 

Avocados 70.7 

Orana.dillas 95. 5 

Mangoes 99.6 

Papaws 99.9 

Pineapples 3,3 

Bananas 2.4 

• ,C! 

Number of containers 

497,037 4,594 629 

1,073 78 84,435 

,1,1a1 365 

1,235 .. :101 1,370 

1, 60•1 2,17 .:156 

166,587 237 3,379 

253 31 45,867 

~--~~-· -
96.5 

0.4 

4.1 

0.2 

0.1 

94.8 

0.2 

Percentage 

0.8 

X 

X 

X 

0.1 

-

0.1 

28.7 

0.4 

0.2 

X 

48 515,215 

613 293,902. 

32· 102,079 

657,638 

- 1,132,412 

181 

82,313 

X 

0.2 

X 

-
0.1 

62.5 

195,865 

131,628 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

4 ..... ==-wJHF 

The supply of fruit to the terminal markets principally came 

from s·ources w1. thin the Union. Supplies of apples and pineapples, 96, 6 

and 94.8 per cent respectively came from the Cape frovince. The Transvaal 

and Natal supplied 70.7 and 28.7 per cent, respectively, of thG avooadoq, 

while greater supplies of granadillas 95,5 per cent, mangoes 99,6 per cent, 

and papaws 99.6 per cent, came from the Transvaal. Lourenco Marquee in 

Portuguese East Africa, supplied 62.5 per cont and Natal 54.9 per cent, of 

the bananas consigned to the terminal markets. 
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The leading magisterial districts from where the various 

frui te were railed to the terminal markets are shown in Tabel 11. From the 

table it is evident that the districts which supplied the greater proportion 

of the fruit are relatively few in number. Three districts supplied 69.6 

per cent of the apples, whereas 83.9 per cent of the avocados, 84o9 per cent 

of the granadillae, 89.6 per cent of the mangoes, 92.4 per cent of the papaws 

and 89.4 per cent of the pineapples came from two districts only. The 

greater proportion of the bananas, namely 62.3 per cent, were imported from 

Lourenco Marques and 24.3 per cent came from two districts within the Union. 

The Letaba district,, Transvaal, was the principal source of 

supply of avocados, granadillas, mangoes and papaws. Pineapples came prlnc1.-. 

pally from Bathurst, and apples from the Oaledon district in the Cape Province. 

Port Shepstone, in Natal, was the main source of supply for bananas grown w1 thin 
. \ 

the Union. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



TABLE 11 

,.. 
u t-·•> 

LEADING MAGISTERIAL DIS'IRIC11S FIDM WHICH V lUUOU8 FRUITS WEHE 
RAILED TO THE JOE.ANNESBU!U 1 01:PE TOWN~ PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

r.xr 1"/"1·'1 J 9 1.•- /49 TF.RMJNAL MAmE10 1 .. '-:J.·,, • ~ 

_...,.____,.,,_...,,.._,.,..~_,,,~,~r--.... ~~ 

Proportion that 
supplies from each 
c~str·ict :represented of 

Kind total 9u:,plies railed __ 
Of M n-4 !Cl+p.,..1· ... 1 to the f.~-·--uc-rr.':tl....cJ.--· as-.. ;.. ~· ~--· C"i..- -

•frullili,,,}::iii.,t,._ ______ .-;•--•-••-- C;iJjj1;~:~.;,,.;;.;::;-=.....,.,---, ......... ___ _..,_.,,,.._,._. m~~T~~~----

Apples 

Avocados 

Oranadilla.s 

Mangoes 

Papa.we 

Pineapples 

Bananas 

Oaledon, O~P e 

D'nicndu.les CT~Pt' 
Ooorge, Ot,Po 

Let~ba, ·rvl" 
Du.:r·ban. s- i,fa·wl 

LGtube., Tvl:) 
}1e::1pui t 7 Tvle-

Letf,,°_·,1; Tv1!)1 
Barb0:"ton; T-11. 

Leta.bn, Tt;L, 
Ba:rber-ton. Tvl. 

Bathuret.11 0::P-, 
Alc~-w ~ 0 ~Pc 

Lcurenco MR.rqu.es; P" E0 ;j~• 
Port Shepsto:ie, !'1.u:tal 
Fineto-r,~1 'I lfatnl 

· ----- ..... P~rc9ntage 

33.,0 
«;I::. Q 
:.,...,.:..,,c,\,#' 

l?:.6 
6~7 

The rela.ti vely sm&l.l nu::1ber c.f di.striate. nnd tho high 

proportion that the supplies from those districts formed. of the total supplies 

consigned to the terminal markets should grently faclli tatn the compilation of 

marketing data to aid in the distr-ibution of the crop. Valuable aid COi.lld 

be rendered growers were a see,sonnl se:rvj_ce in~roduced to furnish them w.i. th the 

following information t-

1 o .P.. mont°hl.y- crop ro_p()rt{" 

2-t. A W9ekly estimate of the +,rce-ripe crop that can be marketed. 

3. The daily loaclings and t=-ieir destinatione-
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Taken in conjunction with the daily terminal market reports 

prepared by the Division of Economics and Markets and broadcaet by the 

South African Broadcasting Corporation, such information should render 

valuable assi~tance to growers in selecting their marketing centres~ 

..l lj. n c;ui.~~OJl~:1: gn-iJ'l,g.,,.;~,:l~.~,i.9,l]J~.-

T he principal consigning stations are shown in Table 12c 

The bulk of the f'rui t was ccnsigned from relatively few su.oh 

stations Within the leading magisterial dietricts- Apples consigned frcm 

Elgin, Joubertina and Omnfer,. represented 62~2 per cent of the total 

apples railed to the termj_nal r.in:rket.t:,,, Avocados railed from Poli tsi, Durban, 

Tzaneen and Duiwelskloof, represented 76~7 .per cent of the total nvocados 

railed to the terminal markets; Tzaneen and ~elsprui t 'loadings accounted for 

53. 7 per cent of the granadillasJ r:rzaneen, Kaap Muide..11; Malelane and 

Letaba for 69$1 per cent of the mangoes} Letsi tele, Kaap Mui den end Tzaneen 

for 69,4 per cent of the papaws; and Trappes Valley and Grahamstown fo!' 

46.9 per cent of the pin.eapp1.es consigned to the terminal marketfl~ 

Bananas were cblefly conoign€d from Lourenoo Marques from which 

62.3 per cent of the total supplies of ba~anas to the terminal markets were 

railed. Within the Union, the principal consigning station for bana.11as was 

Port Shepstone whence 16~4 per cent cf the bananas railed to the terminal 

markets was consigned~ 

The most important single consigning station for each of the 

fru.ita wa~ Elgin, O.Pe, for apples; Pclltsi, Tvl.~ for avocados; Tze.neen, 

Tvl., for granadillas and mangoes, Letsitele 1 Tvl., for papaws~ Trappes 

Valley, O.P., for p:.nnapples; and Pert Shepstone, NataJ.~ for bana'1ae consigned 

from within the Union~ 
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TABLE 12 PRINCIPAL CONSIGNING S'I'ATION8 FIDM WHICH FRJIT WAS RAILED TO 
THE JOHA.1'JN5":8BURJ, CAFE TOWN, PRETOPJ:A AND BLOD!FONTEIN TEIJHNAL 

M.AP.KETS $ 1947 /48:; 

============~•~WWW . ~~;~e==:ra ~~-:;-WWW;· ~z===*==:::l!',i;:L12i5Ii:;z=iiiila::~=-=.-=c~-~=-:111pi@iSll/ll.-:i~=-,.• ... ~ 
Proportion that 

Kind 
of 

f'rui t 
Magisterial 
oistrict 

Principal 
consigning 

~tnt:t.on 

quantity railed from 
each consigning 
station represented of 
total roil receipts at 
the four terminal 

markets .. _____________ ,_,,,____,,_._,..,_ =----.,... .. ------------------

Applee 

Avocados 

Oranadillaa 

Mangoee 

Papaws 

Pineapples 

Bananas 

Cal.eden, 0 eP C• 

Uniondru.e, O.P~ 
George, O,Pe 
Oeres, O.Pc 

Letaba, Tvl. 
D11rban, Natal 
Letaba, 1.r,,1(\ 
Letaba, Tvl~ 

Letaba, Tvl. 
N elspr-11i t ~ T7J... 

Letaba, Tvlo 
Barbertcn, TYl. 
Barberton, 'l'vl, 
Letaba, Tvlb 

Letaba, 'Ivlc 
Barberton, TvL 
Letaba, Tvlo 

Bathurst, 0 eP:, 
Albany, O.P o 

Loure~:~:.;o Marques, 
P.E,Ao 
Port Shepstone, 
Nata.lo . 

Elgin 
Joubc~•tina 
Oamfer 
Pe A" Eronl et 

PcJ .. i ts:t 
D:..rban 
'I1zaneer.. 
I\.ti welEikloof 

Tza."leen 
Nels p:;.i.li t 

I 

Tzoneen 
Kaap ?ku.iden 
Ma1ela-vio 
Let!!.ba 

Letsitele 
Kat.1.p Muidon 
Tza.neen 

Troppes Valley 
Grahnrastown 

'>:. 

Lourenco !forques 

Port Shepstone 

Percentage 

32.5 
19.l 
10.,6 

4ui 6 

25e0 
£lo2 
16e,9 
13p6 

22.,Z 
19.9 
15~2 
lle8 

33.6 
24.8 
llc,O 
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The total rail receipts of the fruit and the volume consigned 

to the auction market and to other marketing agencies at each of the 

tarminal markets 1s shown in Tables 13, 14, 16 and 16. 

Excluding apples rail0d to Johrumesburg, and bananas railed to 

Johannosburg and Pretoria, the greater proportion of the fruit, consigned 

to the terminal markets were sent to the municipal auction market~. 

The proportionate rail receipts by other marl:eting agencies in 

Johannesburg was the highest for all four markets. This is accounted 

for by the greater number of wholesalers, market agents and distributors 

operating in thnt city, who purchase supplies for their clients direct 

from growers. ThG relatively low receipts of avocados, granadillas, 

mangoes, papaws and pineapples by marketing agencies, other than tho 

auction markots at Capo Tovtrn, Pretoria and Bloemfontein, is indicative 

of the role the municipal markets of these cities play as a concentration 

point for the wider distribution of these products. 

TABLE 15 RF.SPElJTIVE PROPORTIONS THAT THE MJNIOIP.A.L AUCTION rfl.ARKET AND 
OTHER MARKETING .tt.OENOIES RECEIVED OF TFE TOTAL QUANI'ITY OF 
VaR.IotJS FIDITS .iwLED TO THE JOHANNESBURG TERMINAL MARKET, 

1947 /48. 

Kind of 
fruit 

Total rail 
receipts 

.q>ples, bu. box 304,976 
Avocados, tray 154,987 
Oranadillns, ti·ay. 71,321 
Mangoes, tray 350,686 
Papaws, std. box 672,814 
Pinaapples, std. box. 106,290 

Receipts by 

M.inioipal 
auction 
market 

Othor 
marketing 
agencies 

Number of containers 
96,207 208,769 

111,489 43,498 
45,459 26,862 

285,426 67,260 
460,994 211,820 

80,515 26,977 

~-~ -------... _,,Is, a7s ---,~~4§1 r-=t >"ta'I -- ~~-.erc cnvage o o rece pa 
"'PPles 
"vocados 
Oranadillns 
Mangoes 
Papaws 
Pineapples 
Bananas ... ._,·p~ 

100.0 
~100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

■ :ran 

31.6 68.6 
71.9 2a.1 
63.7 56.3 
so.a 1e.2 
68.5 31.5 
75.6 24.4 
0.6 99.4 

TFFWi?QI. I L • . .... 
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RESPECTIVE ?~OPOh~IONS TH~T THE MUNICIPAL AUCTION MArlKET AND 
OTHEi1. M .. iHKETING AGENCIES rtlroEIVED OF THE TOTAL QUANTITY OF.·· 
VALnOUs F~,UITS RAILED TO THE GAPE TOWN TERMINAL MARKE!' ,1947 /'18. 

Kind of 
fruit 

Total rail 
receipts 

Receipts by 

Municipal 
auction 
mnrket 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

~~.~..,.-~~~~-.,.....iwc.~,..._,,,-,,,...~.-----~,--.... -~-= r.r.-------..----
Apples, bu. box. 
Avocados, tray_ 
Granadillns, tray. 
Mangoes, tray 
Papaws, std. box 
Pineapples, std, box 
Bananas, crate 

Apples 
Avocados 
Granadillas 
Mangoes 
Papaws 
Pineapples 
Bananas 

111, 3,12 
66,638 
J a, 429 

182·, ,17.:1 
208,799 
60,275 
38,Ml 

?ercontage 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Numbcr of containers 

of total 

75,178 
66,316 
18,404 

182,407 
208,650 

58,913 
37, ,136 

rail receipts 

67.5 
99.5 
99.9 

100.0 
99.9 
97,8 
97,1 

56,164 
322 

25 
67 

249 
1,362 
1,106 

32.5 
0.6 
0.1 

0.1 
2.2 
2,9 

TABLE 1,6 RESPECTIVE PROPORTIONS THAT THE MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKET AND 
OTHER ~[JARKETING ~~GENCIES REC~nrw.n ow THE TOTAL QUANTITY OF 

V .. illIOUS FFUITS MILED TO THE P~iiTOHIA ~RUINi~L MiiRKET, 1947 /48. 

Kind of 
fruit 

.tt.pples, bu. box 
Avocados, tra.y 
Oranadillas, tray~ 
Mangoes, tray 
Papaws, std. box_ 
Pineapples, std. box 
Bananas, crate. 

i6.pples 
Avocados 
Granadillas 
Mangoes 
Papaws 
Pineapples 
Bananas 

Total rail 
receipts 

59,525 
59,133 
8,830 

89,250 
H31,673 
17,194 
12,436 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Receipts by 

Municipal 
auction 
market 

Number of containers 

54,520 
58,872 
a, 573 

87,928 
180,457 
16,413 

3,468 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

5,006 
261 
257 

1,322 
1,216 

781 
8,967 ______ .............., 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

91.6 
99,6 
97,1 
98.5 
99.3 
95.5 
27.9 

8.4 
0.4 
2,9 
1.6 
o.7 
4.6 

72.1 
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TABLE 16 RESPECTIVE PROPORr!ONS TH.AT THE r~UNIOIPAL AUCTION !'1.iliKET AND 
DrHER M.-i.iiKPJI'ING .ri.GENOIES .dECEIVED OF THE TOI' AL QUANTITY OF 
VAH.IOUS FnUITS fuULED TO THE BLOEMFONTEIN. TEfiMINAL M_:~T, 

· 1947/48. i 

Kind 
of 
fruit 

Apples, bu. box. 
Avocados, trny 
Oranadillas, tray; 
Mengous, tray, 
Papaws, std, box. 
Pineapples, std. box~ 
Bananas, crate. 

;..pples 
Avocados 
Oranadillna 
Mangoes 
Papnws 
Pineapples 
Bananas 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

Number 

39,370 
13,144 

3,499 
36,228 
69,126 
12,096 

.. 1, 71,1 

of 

J.teceipts by 

rt.uni ci pal 
auction 
market 

containers 

36,718 
13,066 

3,,176 
36,047 
67,729 
11,793 

2,989 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

2,662 
78 
23 

181 
1,397 

302 
1,786 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

93.3 
99.4 
99.3 
99.5 
98.0 
97.5 
62.6 

6.7 
0.6 
0.7 
0.6 
2.0 
2.6 

· .. $7.4 

'The source of supply of the frui.., .· railed to each of the 

terminal markets is shown in Tables 17, 18, 19 and 20. 

i\Ppl~ I The main source of supply was the Oape Province. Johannesburg 

received 96.6 per cent of its rail supplies from the Cape Province, Oape 

Town, 99. 6 per centJ Pretoria, 91. 6 per cent, and filoemfontein, 9,1. 3 per 

cent. ~pplee from the Transvaal amounted to 7 .,1 per cont of the receipts 

at Pretoria, and Bloemfontein received 3,6 per cent of its supplies from 

the Orange Free State. 

~SQ~I Supplies to Johannesburg and Pretoria, 92.6 and 77 .,l per cent, 

respectively, came principally from the Transvaal. Natal supplied 76.0 

per cent of those railed to Cnpe Town, and 7,1.a per cent of those railed 

to Bloemfontein. 
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SOUliJE OF SUPPLY OF v.~RIOUS F~ITS &uLED TO THE JOHANNESBUHJ 
TERMIN.ri.L IMRKET, 1s,.~7/,1a. 

$.Si#U 

.aail receipts .t'Pom 

Kind Total 
of rail Extra 
fruit receipts Tvl. O.P. O.F.S. Natal Union 

-- -•===-~ .-. JIii~--- .. ~ .... ~ - - ::amau-•·· -

Number of containers 

Apples, bu. box. 304,976 7,662 29.:1,609 2,696 62 48 
~vocados, tray lM,987 1,13, 629 '-193 - 10,607 358 

Granadillas, tray 71,321 71,072 1"10 - 79 30 
Mangoes, tray, 560,686 5,19, 776 009 401 -
I.>apaws, std. box 672,81-=1 67J.,892 6'16 241 62 73 
?ineapples,etd. box. 106,290 2,663 102,874 196 667 ..... 
Bananas, crate. 75,878 660 90 6 5,829 69,,104 
..-..~_._,.,...,_~•--··~=--~•'......,...-1r-:,-r r-,-:-........,.-.,....---w--.. "¥ ~-,.....-~ .. ~ WWW .::aaw--~-:.U- -=--

Percentage of rail receipts 

ipples 100.0 2..6 96.6 0,9 * X 
Avocados 100.0 92.6 0.3 - 6.9 0.2 
Granadillas 100.0 99.7 0.2 0.1 It 
Mangoes 100.0 99.7 0.2 0.1 - -
?a.paws 100.0 99.9 0.1 :It X I: 

l)ineapples 100.0 2.6 96,8 0.2 0.5 -Bananas 100.0 0.7 0.1 ' 7.7 91. 5 

TABLE 18 SOU.rlOE OF su:i??LY OF VwOUS FaUITS rl.ii.ILED TO TP.E Oi\?E TOWN 
T~~\lUN~ lvw-U{ET, 19~17 /48, 

Kind 
of 
fruit 

Apples, bu. box 
..;~vocados, tray 
Oranadillaa, tray., 
Mangoes, tray 
P apawa, std. box, 
Pineapples,std. box 
Bananas, crate 
~,cac,;~~.-.---.~,.. ~•;-:•~· ... .,_..== 

.n.pples 
Avocados 
Oranadillas 
Mangoes 
?apaws 
Pineapples 
Bananas 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

111,342 
66,638 
10,,129 

182,474 
208,799 

00,276 
38,Ml 

Hail receipts from 

Tvl. O.P. O.F.S. 

Number of containers 

.:189 110,824 1,1 
16,485 272 
14,785 3,525 -181,768 254 

208,229 ,12,1 
2,13 57,960 40 
828 111 26 

WWW s.....-. r.~..-~-.,-~._=r ,--~~- -== ........ 

Natal 

16 
60,666 

119 
,162 
146 

2,032 
37,508 

.=a w . .a..w 

:)ercentage of rnil receipts 

100.0 0.5 99.5 X X 
100.0 23.2 0.,1 76.0 
100.0 80.2 19.1 - o.7 
100.0 09,6 .0.1 - 0.3 
100.0 99.8 0,2 -
100.0 0.4 96.2 X 3.Ll 
100.0 2.2 0.3 X 07.3 

Extra 
Union 

226 

--
68 

0.4 ---
0.2 

~-m-~~~~~~--&·.t-r'I-; 1-;:..&~~m~:rt,A"z··:a,;c;~-i.:~~~ 
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TABLE 19 SOUrlOE OF SUPPLY OF VA.i{IOUS FdJITS RAILED TO THE PRETORIA TER
MIN~ M~1KET, 1947 /48. 

Total 
rail 

Kind 
of 
fruit receipts Tvl. 

Apples, bu. bor.j .59, 525 ,1, 593 
.1.vocados, tray 11 69,133 46,761 
Granadillas, -bray 'J 8,830 8,299 
Mangoes, tray a 89,260 88,634 
Papaws, std. bQJ;, 181,673 181,216 
Pineapples,std. 'box, 17,194 3,187 
Bananas, orate. 12,435 1,616 

Rail receipts from 

O.F.S. Natal 

Number of containers 

64, ,198 273 361 
16 13,337 

616 13 
470 146 
220 94 

13,685 .... 322 
11 936 

.~.~~-iaz-------=---- ......... ....,..,_ -~.....,.. ..... .,.......~-.---

Percentage of rail receipts 
~pplee 100.0 7.4 91.6 0.4 0.6 
il.vocados 100.0 77.4 X 22.6 
Oranadillae 100.0 9~1.0 6.8 - 0.2 
Mangoes 100.0 99.3 0.6 .... 0.2 
Papaws 100.0 99.8 0.1 - X 
Pineapples 100.0 18-5 79.6 - 1.0 
Banana.a 100.0 13.0 X 7.6 

Extra 
Union 

20 
2 

-
144 -

9,872 

X 

X -
0.1 

79.6 

·•----~--qrcy;:a -.a.•~-~,... • .. GS ...... 

TABLE 20 SOU HOE OF sm PLY OF V.-u--U:OUS FRUITS .cWLED TO THE BLOEMFONTEIN 
TERMIN.i\L M..iHKET, 19 .. 17/l8 • 

Kind 
of 
fruit 

Apples, bu. box. 
.:..vocados, tray .. 
Granadillns, tray. 
Mangoes, tray~ 
Papaws, std.box. 
Pineapples,std.box 
Bananas, orate. 

Total 
rail 

.iia.11 receipts from 

Extra. 
receipts Tvl. O.P. O.F.S. Natal Union 

Number of oontain~re 

39,370 761 37,106 1,,n2 91 
13 ,lt:1•1 2;035 292 78 9,836 -3,499 ,,3,366 .... 144 -35,228 34,46,l 2 - 762 -69,126 68,662 314 6 164 -12,095 376 11,068 l ,169 181 
,J,71'1 170 ,u 1,694 2,969 

__._._..~ ....... ~--......... ~---... ---- .... --,,,..~--•·.....-,-,..,~ 

Porccntage of rail receipts 

Apples 100.0 1.9 9,1.3 3.6 0.2 -.H.Vooados 100.0 22.,1 2.2 0.6 7,1.e -Oranadillna 100.0 96.9 - 4.l -· Mango0a 100.0 97.8 X ... 2,2 -Fapawe 100.0 99,.3 0.6 X 0.2 -Pineapples 100.0 3.1 ai. 6 X 3,9 1,6 
Bananas 100.0 3.5 0.9 - 33.4 62.2 

' 
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~eW,l~:U .Qru)._q,w13..1r.r,,F1Jln,,go_Q.!!I By far the greater proportion of these 

fruit railed to the four markets came from the Transvaal. Oranadilla 

supplies from the Transvaal to Johannesburg, Oape Town, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein, respectively, amounted to 99.7, 80.2, 94.0 and 96.9 per 

oent ot the receipts at these markets. Similarly, papaws from the 

Transvaal represented eg.9 per cent of the receipts at JohannesburgJ 99.8 

per oont of the receipts at Cape Town and PretoriaJ and 99.5 per oant of 

the receipts at Bloemfontein. The proportion of the receipts at each 

market for mangoes from the Transvaal was 99.7 per cent for Johannesburg, 

99.6 per cent for Cape Town, 99.3 per cent for Pretoria, and 97.8 per cent 

for Bloemfontein, 

The chief aouroo of supply for pineapples to the markets 

wns the South Eastern Oape Province. Supplies from this source accounted 

for 96,8 per cont of tho receipts at Johannesburgf 96.2 per cent of the 

receipts at Oapc Town, 79. 6 per cent of the receipts at Pretoriaf end 

91.6 per cent of the receipts at Bloemfontein. 

The main source of supply of bananas to Johannosburg, 

Pretoria, and Bloemfontein was Portuguese East Africa. Johannesburg 

received 91.5 per centJ Pretoria 79.6 per cent, and Bloemfontein, 62,2 

per c!:int of its bananas supplies from this source. Supplice of bananas 

to Oape Town came mainly from Natal, which supplied 97.3 per cent of the 

bananas railed to that market. Natal supplied 7.7 per cont of the ba.nanns 

railed to Johannesburgf 7.6 per cent of the supplies to Pretoriat nnd 

53.4 per cont of the supplies to Bloemfontein. 

The lending magisterial districts and the proportion 

that tho supplies from each district represented of the total suppllee 

railed to each of th0 terminal markets ore shown in Figures l to 7. 
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Figure l SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF APPLES 
RAILED TO THE JORANNBSBURl, CAPE TOWN, 
PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN TERMINAL 

Percent 
34.9 
26.9 
16.7 

6.9 

3.9 

~ 
90.7 

a2.2 
20.3 

6.3 es:a 

1.7 
J 
j..9 

:i.f.2 
9.1 
4.9 

....1,.§_ 
76.4 

21.6 
19.0 
17.6 
10,.9 

~ 
72.3 

Y.AR<:ETS. 1947 /48. 

(Bushel Boxes 60 lbe. gross) 

Johanneesrurg 

Uniondale, O,P. -··-----·-_ { 

_____ J Oaledon, o.p. 
M----~-·-··· j George, O.P. 

J Wore est er, 0 • P • .__ ____ _. 

1~ Ceres, c.P, 
!-J Humanedorp, C.P. 

( f 000 Omitted) 

Oape Town 

_____ J 
i l Ceres O.P. 
;_J Paarl, O.P. 

Oaledon O .P, 

I t __ 20_.,'--40------,e-o ...... • -~80,.....r,J 

( tooo omitted) 

Pretoria 

' ________ .j Uniondale O.P, 

I. i Oaled~n O,P, 
, iOeres O,P. :----· 

~

Worcester O.P, 
; Johannesburg ~vl, 
i Rtversdale O,F. 

__ .....,, __ ..1,.., __ ,1...., _ _ l 
6 10 16 2D 

( 'OOO omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

____ baledon, O,P. 
!worcester C.P, .. ___ _ 
j Uni on dale C ,P. 

·--.. -J-G-eorge O.P. 
Lady brand O (IF .s 

l t --· --s--1-o--1s· 

The 6 leading diatriote 
supplied 90,7 per oent of 
the 304976 bu. boxes or 

APPLES which were railed 
from 120 stations located 
w.l thi.n 70 magisterial 
districts. 

The 5 leading districts 
supplied 88.8 per cent of 
the ll1342 bu. boxes of 
APPLES which were railed 
from 84 stations located 
Within 49 magisterial 
districts. 

The 6 leading distriot8 
supplied 76.4 per cent 
of the 59525 bu, boxee 
of APPLES which were 
railed from 68 statione 
located within 41 magi
sterial districts. 

The 5 leading districts 
supplied 72.3 per cent of 
the 59370 bu. boxes of 
.APPLES which were railed 
froo 84 stations located 
Within 52 raagisterlal 
districts. 
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Percent 
80.4 
6.4 
4.5 
2,9 

174.:2 

31.7 
16.9 
12.9 
8.o 

*-~ 

1 6 

Figure 2 SOlIBCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 
AVOCAfJOS RPI LED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, 
CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

TER}HNAL MARKETS. 1947 / 48. 

(Trays 12½ lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg 

____ _.., ________ __l1etaba Tvl. 

IDurban. Natal. The 4 leading districts 
Nelspruit Tvl. supplied 94,2% of the 

Zoutpansberg Tvl. 154987 trays of AVOCADOS 
which were railed from 
55 stations located with
in 2; magisterial 
districts. 

20 40 60 80 100 120 140 ( 1 000 omitted) 
Cape Town 

J Letaba 'I'vl. [ 
_______ I Durban.Natal 

J Nelspruit Tvl. 

----' 20 40 60 

( '000 omitted) 

Pretoria 

r ILetaba Tvl, 
_IDurban. Natal. 

___ ...__._J6o 
20 40 

( '000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

·. . I Durban. Natal 
lLower Tugela,Natal 

, Pinet own. Natal 
Letaba Tvl. 

Johannesburg Tvl. 

(' 000 omitted) 

The 3 leading districts• 
supplied 89.8% of the 
66638 trays of AVOC.ADOS 
which were railed from 
45 stations located with
in 21 magisterial 
districts. 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 89 .6% of t: .e 
59133 trays of AVOCADOS 
which were railed from 
43 stations located within 
18 magisterial districts. 

The 5 leading districts 
supplied 75.8% of the 
1}144 trays of AVOCADOS 
vvhich were railed from 
41 stations located within 
19 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 3 
1 7 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 
GRANADILIJ\S RAILED TO THE JOHANNES
BURG, CAPE TOWN, PRETORU .. AND BLOEM
FONTEIN TERMINAL I~ILRKETS. 1947/48. 

(Trays 8½ lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg 

Percen1o------
70.8 
19.2 
-1~ 
93.9 

Letaba Tvl. 
Nelsprui t Tvl. 

Barberton Tvl. 

____ ...___J 
20 40 60 

( '000 omitted) 

c2~pe Tmvn 

___ lLetaba Tvl. 
....._ __ i Nelspruit Tvl. 

, Barberton Tvl. 
!Paarl C .P. 

jGeorge C.P. 

I ---5--1-0· 

( 1 000 omitted) 

Pretoria 

··---i ,Letaba Tvl. 
Jelspruit Tvl. 

1etersburg Tvl. 

5 
(' 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

88.6 Cl Nelspruit Tvl. 

5 
( 1000 omitted) 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 93.9% of the 71321 
trays of GRLi.~lLLA.S ·which 
were railed from 45 stations 
located within 16 magisterial 
districts. 

The 5 leading districts 
supplied 93.7% of the 18429 
trays of GR.ANADILLL\.S which 
were railed from 16 stations 
located ifvi thin 18 magi st er ial 
districts. 

The l leading districts 
supplied 85,1% of the 8830 
trays of GRL.NL.D ILLL.S which 
were railed from 27 stations 
located within 12 magisteriel 
districts. 

Nelspruit supplied 88.6% of 
the 3499 trays of GRANiillILLLS 
·vrhich were railed from 15 
stations located within 9 
magisterial districts, 
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Figure 4 
1 8 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY- BY DISTRICTS OF 
I1L.IJGOES RL.ILED TO THE JOHL.NNESBURG, 
Ci~PE TOWN PRETORIL. L.ND BLOE1:FONTEIN 

TERIHNLL MLRKETS. 1947/48. 

( Trays 12½ lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg 

60.2 ~ -.. , Letaba Tvl. 
31.6 ____ J Barberton Tvl. The 3 leading districts 
➔•.±- I Nelspruit Tvl, supplied 97,1% of the 
97 350686 trays of Nil~NGOES 

58 •. 5 
29.0 
6.6 

94. r· 

43.0 
33.0 
18.0 
94".6 

50 100 150 200 250 

( r 000 omitted) 

Cape Tovm 

~-----IBarberton Tvl. 
-Letaba Tvl. 
!Nelsprui t Tvl. 

~----------' 50 100 150 

( '000 omitted) 

Pretoria 

.,__ _____ I Letaba Tvl •. 
Barberton Tvl. 

J Nelspruit Tvl. 

,_........_ ____ , 
20 40 60 

( 1 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

~f Letaba Tvl. 
1--r:~~arberton Tvl,· 
--' Nelsprui t Tvl. 

10 20 

( r 000 omitted) 

which were railed from 
55 stations located with
in 24 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 95.3% of the 
182474 trays of ML.NGOES 
vvhich were railed from 
28 stations located with
in 11 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leadi~g districts 
supplied 94~1% of th~ 
89250 trays of l\~I .. NGOt3 
which vvere railed from 
30 stations located 
within 13 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 94.0% of the 
35228 trays of Ml~NGOES 
which were railed from 
24 stations located 
within 9 magisterial 
districts •. 
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Figure 5 SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICYS OF 

PLPI'...WS R-4.:..ILED TO THE JOHLNNESBURG • 
CLPE TOWN• PRETORii. L.ND DLOEI<iFONTEIN 

TE.RMINtL KL..RiillTS., 1947 / 48. 

(Standard Boxes 21 lbs.gross) 

Johannesburg 

perceH, ...,_ _____ _ 
75. 7 I Letaba Tvl. 
15. 7 J Barberton Tv1. 
_§_. Q _ Nelsprui t Tvl. 
97,4 

I I _..,.1._5_0 ___ 3_00---4-50----boo 

( ' 000 omitted) 

Cape Tovm 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 97.4% of the 
672814 standard boxes of 
PAPLWS which were railed. 
from 80 stations located 
within 37 magisterial 
districts. 

~90. 5 ....... _______ ..J Barberton Tvl • 
5.7 Letaba Tvl, 

_:t-3 J Nelsprui t Tvl. 
99.0 

The i leading%districts 
supplied 99,6~ of the 

I 

20~799 standard boxes 
of Pi.P{·.:WS wnich were 

..-~4~~••--~~·-__.f railed from 30 stations 
5o 100 1;0 200 located within 14 

( '000 omitted) 

Pretoria 

87 .4 . f1etaba. Tvl. 8 • 4 ,....,., B_a_r_b_e_r_t_o n-T-. v-1-' •. 

_l.4 tNelspruit Tvl. 
99,2 

I'-_ ___.,, __ .._, _ ___.. __ I 
50 100 150 200 

(' 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

' 
Barberton Tvl ~ 

-· elspruit Tvl, 
_i Letaba Tvl. 

l ...._ __________ J 

20 40 60 

(' 000 omitted) 

magisterial districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 99.2% of the 
181673 standard boxes of 
P!~PLWS ·which were railed 
from 44 stations located 
within 15 magisterial 
districts. 

The l leading districts 
supplied 99~~% of the 
69126 standard boxes of 
PLPAWS which were railed 
from 39 stations located 
within 20 magisterial 
districts. 
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Figure 6 •. SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 

PINE}..PPLES RLILED TO THE JOHLNNESBURG, 
C.ii.PE 'I'OWN, PRETORIL. L .. ND BLOELJ:i'ONTEIN 

TERI:INL.L Ml-JUIBTS. 194-7/48. 

(Standard Boxes 40 lbs. gross) 

Johannesbti.rg 

Percent.-------
72.1 I ---1 Bathurst 
~ l_1,.1bany C .P. 

C.P. 
The 2 leading districts 
supplied 92.4% of the 
106290 standard boxes of 
PINE1\PPLES which were 
railed from 39 stations 
located within 28 
magisterial districts. 

I, _ _._________ -~--' 

20 40 60 Bo 

( '000 omitted) 

Cape Tovm 

72 5 ~ I Bathurst C .P. 
15 .6 _l_r_l_b ___ C_P ____ , The 4 leading districts 

• .. :,. any • • supplied 96 .4% of the 
5.6 I East London C.P. 60275 standard boxes of 

_2...u_ J. Durban .Natal PINR''i .. PPLES which were 
~4 railed from 21 stations 

t I located within 13 

50 magisterial districts. 10 20 30 40 

( r 000 omitted) 

Pretoria, 

55.8 R-. " I Bathurst C .P. 
23 • 2 f .c.l bany C • P. 
~:{ _J Johannesburg Tvl. 

'1 ----5 10 

( 1 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

58.8 [___lsathurst C .P. 
24,2 ~any C .P. rr:r:o 

5 10 

( 1 000 omitted) 

The 3 leading distr ic··.s 
supplied 94.4% of the 
17194 standard boxes of 
P I:t\TE.:~PP LES which were 
railed from 26 stations 
located within 19 
magisterial districtso 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 83.0% of the 
12095 standard boxes of 
PINELPPLES which were 
railed from 25 stations 
located within 16 
magisterial districts. 
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Figure 7 Q SOURCE OF SUPPLY I3Y DISTRICTS (,OF 
BL.NLNAS RLI LED TO THE JOHL.NNESBURG, 
CAPE TOWN, PRETORIL l'...ND BLOEMFONTEIN 
T ER~H NL.L JTlJUillT S • 194 7 / 48 , 

( Crates 225 lbso gross) 

Johanne sb~ g ~-
... 

{_.._,..:..-.~ .. -, .... :,,_,__~ . 
~20 40 So 

(' 000 or1itted 0) 

Cape Town .. _\ 

' '~ _J 
80 

MarquesG P.E.A .. 
out of the 75.878 crates of 
Blde.NLS 9:;_ o 5% was imported 
from Lourenco Marques and 
6o2S ca~8 from the 2 
~ !"':?:i iri.g dist1:ict s which 
were railed from 31 
stations located within 
22 magisterial districts. 

-,~- j . 

49.1 . ~art Shepstone~Natal. 
22 3 'T_-p7:.·~.:-·c1r_n .. _· _ -1-_Tatal 'The 4 :_1..cading _ dist .. r1_·._ cts •- ,_ -~~'-" l; - \e.1..i. ~ \J C 1 • , 96 8 <f t 
l ~- 1 U,-;1z· i•-i+io ira+ n 1 supp :..E:-Ja O 1° of he 

'-i • ...l. J_..,_ , H .J '• •• - ~ 8 54 ., ' + .-:> B A. r,r' N' I\ s 
l l.,3 ·b· l\J,.,·'- ... l J • ..,_ craves 91 J. .. ~1~ .u. 
~13' ur anc, J.\c.,Ga whJ_ch wer.c Tailed from 40 

• . station~-located within 
L._.

1
J._;.__._,, .. ;.,_, ____ "'J 24 rnagisteTial districts • 
. 0 20 .3J 

77.8 
13.0 
90.8 

i 
··--- _iLou-renco Marques I Johannesburg TvL; 

t. _ _,__; ___ :-

5 10 15 
( t 000 omitted) 

' Bloemfonteino 

·---·· 5 
('000 omitted) 

I 

P .E ol~. 
Out of the 1§435 crates of 
BANL .. NL...S '?7 e8;o were 1mp0-rted 
from Lon::i:renco Marques E -.~d 
13o0% camerrom Johannesburg. 

Out of the 4774 crates of 
BLNliNL.S 62. 2% was imported 
from _Lourenco Marques and 
21~6% came from Durban. 
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The leading districts for en.ch of -c,he Yodous fruit were g 

~~ ( Figure 1) i Uniondale We.£ the leading district for supplies of apples 

railed to Johannesburg and Pretoria while Oa.ledon supplied most of the apples 

railed to Onpe Town and Bloemfontoine About 35 per cent of the app1es railed 

to Joha.nnesturg and about 27 per cent of those rm.led to Pretoria came from 

Uniondale while about 62 per cent of the apples railed to Cape Town nnd 

about 22 per cent of those rm. led to Blcernfontein 1 came from the Oa1edon 

district. 

,j;yoce,doa{.n~---g_L} Letcl~a district fu:mished about 80 per cent of the 

avocados railed to Johannesburg, and about 70 per cent of those railed to 

Pretoria.. Supplies ( of a.vocecbs) to Cape TGWn a.'1d. Eloamfcmtdn •:ame mainJ..y 

from the lnrban districto Cape Town received 71 per cent of its avo-'Jados and 

Bloemfontein 31. 7 per cent from this eourcee 

Ors.nadillas ( Fk1rJi.1>) @Johannesburg, Cape Town end Pretoria respect! ve1.y r0t

oei ved 70. B, 37 .4 and 42el per cent of their grc1nadillas from ~:--ie L-rt.a.oa 

district, and Bloemfontein 880 6 per cent of its g7.'anac1.illi Cl:ppJ.i es fr0r.1 the 

Nelapruit district~ 

Mangoes ( F;trn..e--il.s Mango supplies railed to Joha.r:nesmrg 7 Pretoria end Bloe~ 

fontein came lorgely from the Letaba. district which railed to those z:1arkets re;

spectively 60.2, 53.4 and 43oO per cent of their rupplies~ Cape Tovm obtained 

75.4 P3r cent of its mangoe~ from the Bnrberton districto 

bpe,ws ( Figure ~} Letaba d1.atrict supplled 750? per ce~ t of t:1e papaws :railed 

to Johannesburg, and 87 o4 per cent of these railed to Prstoria~ Cape ToVJn a.nd 

Bloemfontein respectively, received 90~5 and 64.,6 per cent of t.hetr papaws 

from Barberton. 

'D~nAPD les ( Fi :;,\. B thu t !I•,..!.. i t th 1 ~~ ., 1 f ~ PL~ • ._:,~ a. rs .. c-. ,~·i.,:- c was e eaa.ing ~wuroe 01 0upp-Y · or 

pineapples to all four markets. Johannesburg received 72,,l per ~ent':~ Cape Town 

72.6 per cent; Pretoria, 6508 per cent; and Bloemfontein, 6808 per cont of 

their pineapples from thia source. 

Banana.a~, The rnmn source of supply of b.:inanaJ t"o J o:1aD.ne-shu:."g 1 Pre tori 

end Bloeofontein was Portuguese East Africee 8upplie~ to Cape Town can18 largely 
r,. 

from Port Shepstone, Naf-.ale The propo:rt.ion of the total rail rece:tptn for 

bananas fro@ Lourenco Marques at each of the markets was 9L. 5 per ce:1t fo:r

Joha.nnesburg; 77~8 per cent for Pretoria} and 62,:, 2 per cent for Bloemfont.einp 

Port Shepstone supplied 49.l per cent; Pinetownj 
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22. 3 per cent; and Umzinto, 1,:lcl per cent of the bnnanas railed to Cape Town~ 

~-~ st a tj. op. JLon whlsh i.~ll~VW.J.'?,__~Q.nf;1~2.. 
eacfLtermi,rwl._J!! .. ~L~• 

The principal consigning stations from which each kind of fruit was 

railed to the terminal markets are shown in the table below i-

TABLE 21 PRINCIPAL OONSIONING STATIONO FROM WHIOH EACH KIND OF FIUIT WAS 

Kind of 
fruit 

.t\pples I 

Avocados 

Granadillas 

Mangoes I 

Papaws I 

Pineapples 

Bananas ; 

-

RAILED TO THE JOHi~NESBURG, O.A?E T0v1N, PREl'ORIA .AND BLOEMFONTEIN 
TERMINAL rlARKETS, 1947 /18 e 

Te!"cinnl r.1arket 
___ _,,_,__w,...·v.n_..... . ._ _______________ __._,. 

Johannes
burg 

Joubertinc:1 

Poli tsi 

Tzaneen 

Tzaneen 

Letsi tele 

Trappes 
Valley 

Lourenco 
Marques 

..... 

·cape Town Pretoria 

Principal consigning station 

Elgin Joubertina 

Durban Poli tsi 

Tzaneen Tzal'leen 

Kaapmuiden Tzaneen 

Knapnuiden Lotsitele 

Or a.hams town T!'appes 
V'all~;,;-

Port Lourenoo 
Shepstone M~ques 

lrH!!.-C AZLLCYP.~ 

Bloem
fontein 

Elgin 

Durben 

Nelsprui t 

TzaneEJn 

Kanpmuiden 

Trappes 
Valley 

Lourenco 
Marques 

The principal consigning: stations for fruit railed to 

Johannesb.irg and Pretoria excluding apples were similar., The principal consigning 

stations for apples and avocados to Cape Town and Bloemfontein were the same, but 

varied for the other frui to No single principal consigning s.tntion was corimon to 

all four markets for any one kind of f'rui to 

The principal consigning station for apples to Cape Town Md 

Bloemfontein was Elgin, C eP., and for Prctoriu and ,Johanne::,burg, Joube:ctina, C. P. 

Poli tsi, Tvl., was ~:f1e nest inporta':1 t condgn-i_ng statton for 

avocados to Johannesburg and Pretoria, and Durban, Natal, for Oape Town a.'1.d 

Bloer.ifontein, 
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Tzaneen, Tvl., was the main consigning station for grana

dillas to Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pretoria, and Nclspruit, Transvaal, 

for Bloemfontein. 

~~• Tzaneen was also the principal consigning station for mangoes to 

Johannesburg, ?retoria and Bloemfontein, and Kaapmuiden• Tvl.t for Cape 

Town. 

The principal consigning station for papaws to Johannesburg and 

Pretoria was Letsitele, Tvl., and for Cape Tov,n and Bloemfontein, Kaapmuiden, 

Transvaal. 

Trappes Valley, O.P., was the main oonsigning station for 

pineapples to Johannesburg, ?retoria and Bloemfontein, and Grahamstown, 

O.?., for Cape Town. 

~~lYl~• Lourenco Marques, in rortuguese East Africa, was the principal 

consigning station for bananas to Johannesburg, Pretoria and BJ.oemfonteih. 

The principal consigning station for bananas to Cape Town was rort Shepstone, 

Natal. 
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The weighted average rail distance which the bulk of each kind 

of fruit travelled to reach each of the terninal narkots is sho~n in Table 

22. The ~eighted average distance was calculated on the basis of the 

shortest distance that the consigning station was from the tcrr.1inal narket, 

as shown in the Tables of Mileages as published by the South African 

Railways and Harbours, and the proportion of the total rail receipts at the 

terminal market for tho VC"lume railed from each consigning station. 

T .. -wLE 22 WEIGHT~D .AVERJ~GE DIST JiliOE T&~VELLED BY R.UL BY THE ORE.t~TER rRO
PORrION OF V"l.RIOOS FFUITS CONSIGNED TO THE JOH~~NF~BURO, O&E 
TOWN, l>RETORI.tt. AND BLOEMFONrEIN TERMUUL MiiRKETS, 1947/48• 

Kind of 
fruit 

,1.pples 

.ri.VOCadoe 

Granad:1.llae 

Johannes
burg 

Terminal mark et 

Cape 
Town 

Pre
toria 

Bloemfon
tein 

Mangoes A.J~n,~:t:.;;;i•P:i..,e.._ __ sL.J .. _____ 9_s_."~-------9-4_.1 .. ___ www 94 • ..Q ...... _.. .• 
B, Milee 330 1,320 286 666 

Pineapples 93. 7 79.0 J33.0 • .,.._,.745"" .,.~,. ~-··y2-=w9_,__...,._4..,3,...8---
41 

AIJ:e.£qen tage 
B,Miles 

Aa.Le..r~tD.if-.8 ______ 9_1 ..... 6______ 96J 8 _______ llLJL ______ 6_2_,~2 ......... __ 
B, Miles 395 ·:13()4 362 657 

Bananas 

£ Percentage of total rail receipts 

B Weighted average distance travelled by rail. 

Avocados, granadillas, mangoes, papaws, pineapples and bananas 
travelled the longest distances to the Cape Town and Bloemfontein terminal 
markets. The shortest rail distances for these fruits were to Johannes
burg and Pretoria. Apples travelled the shortest distance to market 
\"!hen rd.led to Oape Town and the longest di.stance when railed to 
Johannesburg. 
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2. 

4. 

6. 

§.._ JL.Jt: __ M--A.JL,-.I 

More than 50 per cent of the fruit were consigned to 

Johannesburg ( Table 8). 

The municipal auction markets received 86 per cent of the 

avocados, 74 per cent of the granadillas, 90 per cent of the 

mangoes, Bl per cent of the papaws and 86 per cent of the 

pineapples. Nearly equal proportions of the apples, 61 and 

49 per cent were respectively consigned to the auction markets 

and other marketing agencies, while two-thirds of the bananas 

were consigned to agencies other than the municipal auction 

market ( Table 9). 

The Transvaal supplied 71 per cent of the avocados, 96 per cent 

of the granadillas, and nearly all the mangoes and papaws. 

About 97 per cent of the apples and 95 per cent of the pine

apples came from the Cape Province, while about 29 per cent 

of the avocados, and 35 µer cent of the bananas came from 

Natal. Most of the bananas war/imported from Lourenco 

Marques. Imports from this source represented about 63 per 

cent of the supplies, The Orange Free State was of no signi

ficance as a source of supply for these fruit·• ( Table 10). 

Supplies were mainly derived from a few districts in the 

provinces. The Letaba district in the Transvaal was the most 

important single district for supplies of avocados, grnnadillas, 

mangoes and papawsJ Oaledon, O.P., for applesJ Bathurst, O.P., 

for pineapplesJ and Lourenco Marques, P.E,~\,, for bananas 

(Tabli·; 11), 

The bulk of the supplies were railed from relatively few co~ 

signing stations within the leading districts ( Table 12). 

The greater proportion of avocados, granadillas, mangoes, 

papaws and pineapples railed to each of the terminal markets 

were consigned to the auction market (Tables 13, 14, 16 and 

16), Apple and banana receipts at each of the terminal 

markets followed a different pattern. Nearly all the bananas 

and about two-thirds of the apples railed to Johannesb.irg 

went to marketing agencies other than the auction market./ ••• 
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Practically all the bananas, and two-thirds of the apples railed to 

Cape Town, went to the auction market. Nearly three-quarters of the 

bananas railed to Pretoria were consigned to other marketing 

agencies, and the bulk of the apples went to the auction market. Rail 

receipts of apples and bananas at Bloemfontein were mainly of those 

consigned to the auction market. 

7. The Transvaal supplied nearly all the granadillas, mangoes, papa.we 

and 93 per cent of the avocados railed to Johannesburg. Aboot 97 

per cent of the apples ,"J.nd pineapples railed to Johannesburg came 

from the Cape Province, and about 92 per cent of the bananas from 

Lourenco Marques ( Table 17). 

8. Nearly all the mangoes andpipaws and 80 per cent of the granadillas 

rm.lGd to Cape Town came from the Transvaal. About 99 per cent of 

the apples, and 96 per cent of the pineapples railed to Oape Town, 

came from the Cape ProVince, while 76 per cent of the avocados 

and 97 per cent of the bananas ~ame from Natal ( Table 18). 

9. Nearly all the mangoes and papaws, 94 per cent of the granadillas 

and 77 per cent of the avocados railed to Pretoria, came from the 

Transvaal. About 92 per cent of the apples and 80 per oent of the 

pineapples railed to Pretoria came from the Cape Province; 80 per 

cent of the bananas came from Lourenco Marques ( Table 19). 

10. About 96 per cent of the granadillas, 98 per cent of the mangoes, 

and 99 per cent of the papaws roiled to Bloemfontein, came from the 

Transvaal; 94 per cent of the apples and 92 per cent of the pine

apples came from the Cape Province. Approximately 75 per cent of 

the avocados railed to Bloemfontein came from Natal, and about 62 

per cent of the bananas from I:eurenco Marques ( Table 20). 

11. A relatively small number of districts supplied the greater pro

portion of each kind of fruit railed to each of the terminal 

markets ( Figuras 1 to 7). 

12. The greater proportion of apples railed to Johannesburg travelled 

about 918 miles, pineapples about 702 miles; the distanca3travelled 

by avocados, granadillas, mangoes, papaws and bananas varied from 

322 to 396 miles ( Table 22). 
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13. The bulk of the apples railed to Cape Town travelled a.bout 

85 milesJ pineapples about 746 miles, and the distancS3trav'llled 

by avocados, granadillas, mangoes, papaws and bananas varied 

from 1,250 to 1,320 miles ( Table 22). 

14. Most of the apples railed to Pretoria. travelled 913 miles, 

pineapples, 729 miles, and avocados, granadillas, mangoes, 

papaws and bananas 2f:O to 352 miles ( Table 22). 

15. The major proportion of pineapples railed to Bloemfontein 

travelled about 438 miles. The distances travelled by the 

greater proportion of the other fruit..--; varied from 512 to 657 

miles ( Table 22). 
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An a.nalyais of the supply of 

Potatoes, 

Onions,· 

Cauliflower, · 

Cabbage, 

Green beans, 

Green peas, 

Pumpkins, 

Tomatoes, 

Squashes, 

Sweet potatoes, 

to the terminal markets of 

Johannesburg, 

Cape To~nn, 

Pretoria, 

Bloemfontein. 
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I2j;nl r~ sup"QJJ.~ to the~. term\pal 
lP~~.eJ;.§.• 

I.otal receipts. 

The total rail consignments of certain vegetables (below) to 

the four terminal markets tiuring 1947 / 48 are ae ehown in Table 231 

T~LE 23 TOT.r.J:., R .. -uL CONSIGNMENTS OF V.cili!OUS VEGET~BLES TO THE JOHANNF.S
BURO, C.APE TOWN, PRETORI.i~ AND BLOEMFONTEIN TERMIN~L MARKETS, 

1947/48. 

Kind and 
gross weight Total re.11 receipts 

Vegetables of container at the four terminal 

WWW - - __,..--=-----
Potatoes .............. 
Onions ••••••••••••••••• 

CauJiflowers (1 •···•••• 

Cabbages ••••.••...••••• 

Green beans •••••••••••• 

Green peas••····•···••• 

Pumpkins ••.•..•••••••• 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

............... 

............... 
Sweet potatoes ••••••.•• 

I!lnrkets 

Pockets, 38 lba. 4,936,376 

Bags, 123 lbs, 223,882 

Bags, 83 lbs. 9,626 

Bags, 103 lbs. 291,365 

Pockete,2o½ lbs. 396,396 

Pockets,2~- lbs. 443,872 

Bags, 163 lbs. 161,618 

Std.b;x,17½ lbs, 2,842,660 

Bo.gs, 133 lbs. 77,157 

Bags, 123 lbs. 133,428 

l) The railway notes v1ere not always explicit whether the consignment 
was cabbages or cauliflower. It is highly probable, therefore, 
that the volume of cabbage railed to each of the four terminal 
markets aa shown did include a proportion of cauliflower. Where 
the railway notes distinguished between the two the data were 
accordingly extracted and differentiated as such. 

~~,:t;i.,9.J.J..,.O.f rail S\Uml~ .. »o~ term~ 
m.ur Jc~..tP..• 

The supplies railed to the terminal markets as shown in Table 

25 were distributed ar.1ong the four markets as sho~"n in the follovdng 

tablet 
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T~LE 24 QUANTITIES OF VARIOUS VEGETABLES RAILED TO THE JO&ANNE8BURO, 
C.AFE TONN, PRETORI.n. ~D BLOEMFONTEIN TERMIN.~ MARKEI'S RFJ

SPECTIVELY, 1947/48. 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

----··-----·----,........-----
Terminal market 

---------- --------
Johan
nes
burg 

Cape 
Town 

Pre
toria 

Number of containers 

Bloerrr
fon
tein 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

Potatoes, pets. 2,806,736 1,465,925 393,667 270,058 4,936,37i 

Onions, bags 120,747 86,108 12,668 4,359 223,882 

CaulinOV1ers,bags 3,003 2,998 99 3,625 9,626 

Cabbages, bags 175,671 62,622 34,183 18,889 291,366 

Green beans,pots. 194,898 108,446 56,485 35,667 396,396 

Green peas,p.cts. 278,237 106,809 47,481 11,345 443,872 

Pumpkins, bags 114,859 17,445 12,461 6,873 151,638 

Tomatoes,etd.box 1,636,066 727,644 361,410 127,440 2,842,660 

Squashes,bags 26,990 36,669 10,771 2,727 77,157 

Sweet potatoes,bogs. 45,537 45,457 24,386 18,018 133,428 

~ -~=-----,..,.----·------.-------.---------.,,._ ...... 

Potatoes 

Onions 

C auliflow ere 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peae 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

56.8 

53.9 

60.3 

62,7 

75.8 

57.5 

36.0 

34.1 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

29.7 

38.6 

21. 6 

25,6 

47.5 

34.1 

a.a 

6.7 

1.0 

11.7 

10.7 

8.2 

12.4 

14.0 

6.5 

1.9 

36.6 

6.5 

9.0 

4.5 

4.5 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 
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More than 50 per cent of the potatoes, onions, cabba.g .. ,green 

peaa, purapkins and tomatoes railed to the four markets were consigned to 

Johannesburg. Equal proportions of cauliflower and SVTeet potatoe~ were 

consigned to Johannesburg and Cape Town. The greater proportion of the 

squashes went to Cape Tovvn. 

~t,i.jJ__~ J:ail~d j;;o tWl. aµctl_on mam~P and 
~._eT:c.._ __ m.P~e .• ,ting ~en.cJ._eA· 

The relative proportions of the total volume of each kind of 

vegetable railed to the four terminal markets and received by the municipal 

auction 1·!1.l"lc'3t8 &1.d other :-~1~1.rkating agencies are shown in Table 251-

TABLE 26 QUANTITIES OF VARIOUS VEGETABLES CONSIGNED BY RAIL TO (a) ~UNI-
OIP.AL AUCTION r~ETS .iiliD (b) O'I'PER M .. 'lRKETING AGENCIES AT THE 
JOHaNNESEURO, CAPE TONN, PREI'ORI.ti. AND BLOEMFONTEIN TERMINAL 

rL~Ts, 19L17/1.1s. 

Kind of 
vegetable 

Potatoes, pets. 
Onions, bags 
Cauliflowers, bugs 
Cabbages, bags . 
Green beans, Fcts. 
Green peas, Pets. 
?umpkins, bags 
Tomatoes, std. box 
Squashes, tags 
Sweet potatoes, bags 

Potatoes 
Onions 
Oauliflowera 
Cabbages 
Green beans 
Green peas 
Pumpkins 
Tomatoes 
Squashee 
Sweet potatoes 

Rail consignment receipts 

Municipal 
auction 
markets 

Ll, 397,642 
203,092 

9,,ua 
285,717 
387,524 
.:130,.:Ul 
1'16,lJ.3 

2,680,305 
75,801 

131,609 

89.1 
90.7 
97.8 
98.1 
98.0 
97.0 
96.4 
94.3 
98.2 
98.6 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

Number of containers 

638,734 
20,790 

207 
5,648 
7,872 

13,461 
5,625 

162,255 
l,~56 
1,819 

Percentage of total rail 
10.9 

9.3 
2.2 
1.9 
2.0 
3.0 
3.6 
5.7 
1.0 
1.4 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

4,956,376 
223,882 

e,625 
291,366 
395,396 
4,13,872 
151,638 

2,842,660 
77,157 

133,428 

receipts 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.6 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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Excluding potatoes, nore than 90 per cent of the volume- of each 

kind of vegetable railed was consigned to the municipal auction market. 

About 11 per cent of the ~otatoea, about 9 per cent of the onions, and 

about 6 pe1 oent of the tomatoea railed to the terminal mnrkets were con

signed to marketing agencies other than the municipal auction markets. 

Thesa three vegetablGs represented the most irportunt group consigned to 

riarketing agencies other thnn the runicipal auction market. 

The source of supply of the vegetables railed to the four 

terninal r:w.rkets on the basis of provinces within and tcrri tori es outside 

the Union 1s ahov:n 1n Tabla 26. 

T.iBLE 26 SOU nJE OF SUPPLY OF V.-1.iUOUS VEGETABLES RAILED TO THE J0HAM~TES
BURO, C .. :~PE TOWN, f-RETORI~ .tWD BLOEMFONI'EIN TER'\aN .. t.L ?$..;ili'.KETS, 

1947 /48. 

Kind 
Of 
vegetable 

Pot a to es, pots. 
Onions, bags 
Cauliflowers,bags 
Cabbages, bags 
Or. beans, pots. 
Or. peas, pets. 
Pumpkins, bags 
Tomatoes,std.box 
Squashes, bags 
Sw.Potatoes,baga 

Potatoes 
Onions 
Cauliflowers 
Onbbnges 
Green beans 
Green peas 
l.)umpkins 
Tomatoes 
Squashes 
Sv;cet potatoes 

Tvl. 

3,602,403 
43,100 
4,262 

226,671 
326,060 
338,406 
131,669 

2,774,006 
18,021 
70,428 

73.0 
19.3 
4.4.3 
77.8 
82.5 
76.3 
86.8 
97.o 
75.2 
52.8 

Source ot eupply 

Extra 
C,P. O.F.S. Natal Union Total 

Number of containers 

726,472 
112,"g2 

5,232 
64,'-115 
61,079 

103,533 
14,170 
5,1, 595 
18,oe-s 
62,~M 

603, ,u,1 
8,151 

50 
266 

1,046 
1,727 
5,598 
3,159 

889 
534 

3,242 845 
139 50 

81 
ll3 

1,063 148 
168 58 
201 
328 492 
159 
120 2 

Percentage of total supplies railed 

1,1. 7 
77.0 
54.4 
22.1 
17.0 
25.3 
9.4 
2.3 

23.4 
46.7 

:z.z 

12.2 
3.7 
0.5 
0.1 
0.2 
0.4 
3.7 
0.1 
1.2 
0.4 

0.1 
X 

0.8 
X 

0.3 
X 

0.1 
X 

0.2 
0.1 

X 
X 

X 

IC 

-: 
• -
X 

"l, 93,6, 576 
223,882 

9,626 
291,365 
395,396 
,1.(13,872 
151,638 

2,a,12, sso 
77,157 

133,428 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
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The chief sources of supply of'vegetables railed to the four 

terminal markets were the Transvaal and the Cape ProVince. Negligible 

supplies of potatoes, onions, green beans, green peas and tomatoes arri181 

from outside the Union. 

By far the greater proportion of each kind of vegetable, except 

onions and cauliflowers, railed to the four terminal markets came from 

the Transvaal. The greater proportion of onions and cauliflowers came 

from the Cape Province. The Orange Free State supplied a small pro-
' 

portion of the potatoes, onions, pumpkins and squashes railed to the 

markets. For all practical purposes, supplies of the various vegetables 

from Natal were negligible. 

Transvaal supplied 73 per cent of the potatoes, 44.3 per cent 

of the cauliflowers, 'T!.8 per cent of the cabbages, 82.6 per cent of the 

green beans, 76.3 per cent of the green peas, 86.8 per cent of the 

pumpkins, 97.6 per cent of the tomatoes, 75.2 per cent of the squashes, 

and 52.8 per cent of the sweet potatoes railed to the four markets. The 

proportion of rail receipts for each kind of vegetable from the Cape 

Province as a percentage of total rail receipts at the four terminal 

markats was a Potatoes, 14.7 per centJ onions, 77.0 per centJ cauliflowers, 

64.4 per cent; cabbages, 22.1 per cent; green beans, 17.0 per cent; green 

peas, 23.3 per cent; pumpkins, 9.4 per cent; squoshes, 23.4 per centJ and 

sweet potatoes, 46.7 per cent, 

~ tm al~ ___ <!1.Jt_t,.0,.Q.'tJ3.,..i.tP.m.L~ 
t~. YWtE!blJW L~e ,raih<h. 

The leading magisterial districts from which the vegetables 

were railed to the four terminal markets are shown in Table 27. The 

number of districts from which the greater proportion of the vegetables 

railed to the market was derived, are relotively few in number, aa with 

fruit. 
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TABLE 27 LEADING N'lAGISTERIAL DISTRICTS FROM WRICF VARIOUS VEGETABLES 
WERE RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEM

FONTEIN TERrA:rNAL MARKErS, 1947/48. 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

-

Magisterial 
district 

Bethal, Tvl. 
Witbank, Tvl. 
Letaba, Tvl. 
Ermelo, Tvl. 
Middelburg, Tvl. 

Oaledon, o. P. 
Pretoria, Tvl. 

Nelsprui t, Tvl. 
Ui tenhage, C .P. 
Oaledon, O.P. 

Nelsprui t, Tvl. 
Barberton, Tvl. 

Barberton, Tvl~ 
Nelspruii t, Tvl. 

Nelspruit, Tvl. 
Bethal, Tvl. 
Belfast, Tvl. 
Letaba, Tvl. 
Ermelo, Tvl. 

Bethal, Tvl. 
Groblersdal, Tvl. 
Witbank, Tvl. 
Springs, Tvl, 

Letaba, Tvl. 
Barberton, Tvl. 

Barberton, Tvl. 
Letaba, Tvl. 

Groblersdal, Tvl. 
Pilgrims Rest, Tvl. 

Nelsprui t, Tvl. 
George, C.P. 
Barberton, Tvl. 

Proportion that 
supplies from 
each district 

represented of 
total supplies 
railed to the 
four terminal 

markets 

Percentage 

19.0 
12.5 
7.3 
7.1 
4.7 60.6 -

61.2 
7.9 ~ 

26,9 
20.3 
11,6 68.8 --
60.6 
10.9 ].J.~ 

46.1 
14.8 60.9 

13,8 
12.5 

9.4 
9.2 
6.7 51,6 

19.2 
16.0 

s.1 
7.3 50,6 

57.1 
33:, w.. 
20.0 
14.1 
9.4 
9,0 ~~ 

27.l 
21.6 
15.5 2.i& 

Five districts respectively supplied 50.6 per cent of the 

potatoes and 51. 6 per cent of the green peas; 4 districts respectively 

50.6 per cent of the pumpkins and 52.6 per cent of the squashesJ 3 

districts respectively 58.8 per cent of the cauliflowers and 64.0 per 
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cent of the sweet potatoesJ 2 districts respectively 5al. per cent of 

the onions, 71.4 per cent of the cabbagesJ 60,9 per cent of the green 

beansJ and 67.8 per cGnt of the to~atoes. 

Based on magisterial districts, the leading sources of supply 

of cauliflowers, cabbages, gre0n beans, green peas, tomatoes, sweet 

potatoes and squashes { Table 27) coincide to a very great extent 'flith 

those districts fro□ which avocados, granadillas, mangoes and papaws 

were obtained { Table 11). 

A seasonal serVice to provide oarketing data to aid consignors 

of fruit to terninal nnrkets as rocoramcnded in Section 1, chapter l, 

page 6, could with advantage be extended to give a airailar service to 

vegetable growers who would derive the saIJe benefi ta a.s in the case of 

the fruit grovrcrs. 

f.wicipru....Jtt.?~ti OJ1.JtJ' ... r.C?RJVJ2'-~2e ... t.h.? __ v eg etabl ea 
~~-e .. .QP,ppj.,gp_e_g_. 

The principal consigning stations for the various vegetables 

to the four tGminal markets were I 

kt.P ... aJ.~ potatoes 

.Q!1l..~4.9Jl. ' onions 

~~~, cauli fl ow era 

~..Aff).ll, onbbo.ges 

h~nui_g_en., green beans and tor.mtoes 

~agon, green peas 

Mar bJ. e ],.QJJ,., pumpkins and squashes 

sweet potatoes 

.;Uthough the nuraber of leading magisterial districts from 

-which the bulk of the vegetable supplies were railed were relatively 

as araall as for fruit, the number of stations from which vegetablee were 

consigned wore considerably moro thun for fruit, Table 28. 
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T~BLE 28 PRINOIP.t1L CONSIGNING STATIONS FROM WHICH VlRIOUS VEGETABLES WERE 
lUILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, OAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

TERMINi~L M.d,RKETS, 1947/48. 

~~ .... :.~-;;--~-~:-~- ·. ,,..~..,.=~~~ .. :------~-=-==::~~~~~- ~.~~-~ ·-----~ ""'"'"~....----... -~-.,. ~ 

Proportion that 
supplies from each 
consigning station 
represented of the 

Kind Principal total supplies 
of Magisterial consigning railed to the four 
vegetable district station terminal markets 

~---~~ 1S-~....-:-.. w ~~~-'.JII'·· ... ~.,,. :.-,.____....,.. 

Percentage 

~otatoes Bethal, Tvl. Bethal 11.1 
Wi tbank, Tvl. Oogies 7.1 
Bethal, Tvl. Kinross 6.4 
Emelo, Tvl. Davel 5.3 
Bethal, Tvl. Leslie 2.e A,g.8 

Onions Oaledon, c,:P, Oalcdon 24.3 
OaJ.edon, O,P, Elgin s.o 
Oaledon, o.r. Botrivier 6.2 
F re tori a, Tvl. Pyramid 4.9 j.~.~ 

Oaulif lowers Ui tenhage,O,P, Uitenhage 20.2 
Nelspruit, Tvl. Godwin R1 ver ll.4 ~ 

Oabbages Nelspruit, Tvl. Mo.taffin 33.9 
Oru.edon, 0 ,1', Elgin 4.5 38.4 

Green beans Barberton, Tvl. Kaapnuiden 28.3 
Barberton, Tvl. Malelane 7.6 ~ 

Green peas Nelsprui t, Tvl, Schagen 29.6 
B.?lfnst, Tvl. Belfast 25.5 
Barberton, Tvl. Kaapr.miden 24.3 ~ 

i·umpkins Groblersdal,Tvl. Marble Hall 15.9 
Bethal, Tvl. Leslie 6.8 
Bethal, Tvl. Bethal 6.6 29.2 

~ 

Tor:1atoes Barberton, Tvl. Kaapmuiden 15. 5 
Barberton, Tvl. Malelane 11.s 
Letaba, Tvl. Letsi tele 11.s §..9 •• 2. 

Squashes Groblersdal,Tvl. Marble Hall 9.4 
l'ilgrins Rest, Tvl. Acornhoek 8.9 
Letaba, Tvl. Letsi tele 7.5 
Barberton, Tvl. Kaapmuiden 6.9 .~ 

Sweet potatoes Barberton, Tvl. Barberton 15.2 
George, O,P. George 15,1 
Nelspruit, Tvl. Nelsprui t 8.6 38.8 -
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Pro~_o.rTti.QJl~~t..~ .... r~e,ll_ts_ bl7;. tl'.le..,.mi.nl.,ci..PN-8.lt.P.tJ.on.._mar,k_et ,W 
.9,.t,~_1na:r:,k~t,-Jlg_ me,~. 

The total rail receipts for vegetables at each of the terminal 

narkets and the volune consigned to the municipal auction market, nnd 

other t1arketing agencies, are shown in Tables 29, 50, 31 and 32. 

~ small proportion of each kind of vegetable was received 

by other thnn municipal marketing agencies in Johannesburg, tomatoes, 

onions, potatoes and cauliflower being the m03t important ( Table 29). 

These narketing agencies in Cape Town received a fnir proportion of 

potatoes and onions but negligible proportions of the other vegetables 

(Table 30). Receipts of all kind of vegetables by such marketing agencies 

in Pretoria were relatively insignificant ( Table 31), whereas these 

agencies in Bloemfontein ( T~ble 32) received a fnirly large proportion of 

potatoes and onions, and a soall proportion of pumpkins. 

The raunicipoJ. markets received by far the greater proportions 

of the vegetables consigned to the four terminal markets by rail. 
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T"~BLE 29 RESP!OClTIVE PRO?ORrIONS TPAT TF.E ~/UNIOII\\L AUCTION Mit.RKET AND 
OI1HER f.w:u{NJ:'ING ~ENCIES RECEIVED OF THE TOT.AL Qr ANTI TY OF 
VARIOUS VEGET .. lBLES RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG TERMIN~~ MARKET, 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

Potatoes,pcts. 

Onions, bags 

Cauliflower, bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Green beans,pcts. 

Green peas, pets. 

Pumpkins, bags 

Tomatoes, std. box 

Squashes, bags 

Sw. potatoes, bags 

Poto.toes 

Onions 

Cauliflower 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

:a.-..1=::i:~.'la I·• I ,_,_~ .!I -• 

1947/48~ 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

Receipts by 

M.1.nicipal 
auction 
market 

Number of containers 

2,806,736 2,599,214 

120,747 110,633 

3,003 2,011 

175,671 170,662 

194,898 188,202 

278,237 266,935 

114,859 110,417 

1,636,066 1,479,622 

26,990 26,766 

45,537 4--1, 930 

Other 
marketing 
agenoies 

207,622 

10,114 

192 

5,009 

6,696 

11,302 

4,442 

156,444 

1,224 

607 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

100.0 92.6 7.4 

100.0 91.6 8,4 

100.0 93.6 e.,1 

100.0 97a 2.9 

100.0 96.6 3.4 

100.0 95.9 4.1 

100.0 96.1 3.9 

100.0 90~4 9.6 

100.0 96. 5 4.6 

100.0 98.7 1.3 

~ ■:aars:a .. a; ■a••••• •· "&.d •••• ··~••...-:r::;a•~~T, ;a·;a.;;1a 
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TABLE 30 RESPEOTIVE PROPO.L~TIONS THAT TFE MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKET AND 
OTHER WJA.iKETINO ~GENOIES RECEIVED OF TPE TOTAL QUANTITY OF 
V .. uUOUS VEXJET~~BLES J.i.AILED TO THE CAPE TOWN TERMINAL M~UZKET, 

1947/48. 

Kind 
of 
vegatnble 

Potatoes, pots. 

Onions, bags 

Oauliflowe~ bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Green beans, pets, 

Green peas, pets. 

Pumpkins, bags 

Tomatoes, std. box 

Squashes, bags 

Toto.I 
rail 
receipts 

1,466,926 

86,108 

2,998 

62,622 

108,446 

106,809 

17,446 

727,644 

36,669 

.Sweet potatoes, bags 46,167 

~~~ . ----~-...._..---=-~~.~ 

Potatoes 100.0 

Onions 100.0 

Oauli fl Owers 100.0 

Oabbagee 100.0 

Green beans 100.0 

Green peas 100.0 

Pumpkins 100.0 

Tomatoes 100.0 

Squashes 100.0 

Sweat potatoes 100.0 

=-• ~-" .;¥as 

Receipts by 

M.micipal 
auction 
market 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

Number of containers 

1,102,616 

76,703 

2,998 

62,664 

107,940 

106,407 

17,118 

726,889 

36,666 

44, 7,16 

Percentage of 
81.4 

89,l 

100.0 

100.0 

99.5 

98.7 

98,l 

99.8 

99,7 

98.4 

;a· 

total rail 

273,310 

9,405 

68 

606 

1,402 

327 

1,755 

104 

receipts 
18.6 

10.0 

-
X 

0.5 

1,3 

1,9 

0.2 

0.3 

1.6 

•• .. 
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T .. -wLE 31 RESPECTIVE P.L~0P0.RTI0NS TH.ti.T TF.E Mt.TNIOirnL &J0TI0N htiRKET AND 
OTHErl M.i~HKETING AGENCIES REOEIVED OF THE TOT.it.L QJANTITY OF 
VA.Luaus VEGET.n.BL:SS H.uLED TO THE I HETORia TERM1NAL MARKET ,1947 /tJ.s. 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

Potatoes, pots. 

Onions, bags 

Oauliflowe~ bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Green bGnns, pets. 

Grean poas, pots. 

Pumpkins, bags 

Tomatoes, std. box 

Squashes; bags 

Sweet potatoes, bags 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

3~3,657 

12,668 

99 

34,183 

56; ,186 

47, ,101 

12,461 

361,tJlQ 

10,771 

24,386 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Hecei-pts by 

Mini ci pal 
auction 
market 

Numbor of 

376,995 

12,07B 

99 

35,800 

66,203 

'-16, 770 

12,156 

3,17, 581 

10,756 

24,305 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

containers 

16,66,J 

696 

... 
583 

282 

711 

306 

B, 829 

16 

81 

Percentage of total rail receipts-

95.8 

95.3 

100.0 

98.9 

99.5 0.5 

98.5 

97.6 2.4 

98.9 

99.9 

99.7 0.3 
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TABLE 32 HESPECTIVE PrlO?OilTIONS TH.AT TEE MUNICIPAL AUCTION M.a.RKET AND 
OTF&l MAc~ETHJG .AGENCIES RECEIVED OF V.ABIOUS VEGETABLES nAILED 

TO THE BLOEMFONTEIN TElu'VIIN.d.L M.ABKET, 19,17 /,1s. 

Kind 
of 
vegetable~ 

Potatoes, pets. 

Onions, bags 

Cauliflowem, bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Green beans, pets. 

Green peas, pets. 

Pumpkins, bags 

Tomatoes, std, box 

Squashes, bags 

sweet potatoes, bags 

?otatoos 

Onions 

Cauliflower s 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Graen peas 

1 umpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

270,068 

3,525 

18,889 

35,567 

11,345 

6,873 

127, 4.:10 

2,727 

18,048 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

:i.teceipts · by 

Municipal 
auction 
market 

Number of containers 

228,820 

3,683 

3,510 

18,691 

36,179 

11,299 

6,422 

127,213 

2,714 

17,628 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

,n, 23s 

676 

15 

198 

388 

451 

227 

13 

420 

rercentagc of total rail receipts 

8.:1. 7 15.3 

8•1. 5 15.5 

99.6 0.4 

99.,0 1.0 

98.9 1.1 

99.6 0.,.::1 

93.,1 6.6 

99.8 0.2 

99.6 0.6 

97.7 0.3 
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§_~~~c~- ...o.t _vTe_g_et,,a PJ..e .. Ju1.ru:>JJ.~p _ .t.9 .. -~ .. a.oJt ~9L--t1tefl_J,,e.,:i;:mJn.al. 
,rpp.~}{ ... e.,tA. 

The source of supply of the various vegetables arriving by rail 

at, each of the terminal markets is shown in Tables 33, 34, 35 and 36. 

,totatoes: The main source of supply of potatoes to Johannesburg was the 

1ransvaal which supplied 88.8 por cent of the potatoes consigned by rail. 

ifilil receipts of potatoes at Cape Town were mainly from the Transvaal and 

th0 Cape Provinco. These two Provinces supplied nearly equal proportions, 

respectively 46.J. and 45,4 per cent of the potatoes railed to Cape 'I'own. 

The Transvaal supplied 95.5 per cent of the potatoes railed to Pretoria 

whereas rail supplies of potatoes to Bloemfontein comprised 69.6 per cent 

from the Orange Free State, 26.9 per cent from the Transvaal, and 13.4 per 

cent from the Cape Province. 

of supply . 
The Cape Frovinco was the principal source/of onions to Johannes-

burg, Cape Town and Pretoria. The proportion of the total rail receipts 

made up by consignments of onions from the Capo Province at these markets 

was 68.8 per cent, for Johannesburg, 94.0 per cent for Cape Town; and 56.6 

par cont for Pretoria • .2.eceipts of onions by rail from the Cape Province 

amounted to 31.6 per cent at Bloemfontein. Onions from the Transvaal 

accounted for 27. 9 per cent of the rai:l receipts at Johannesburg, and 20, 2 

and 41.3 per cent of the rnil receipts at Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

respectively. Onions from the Orange Freo State represented 23.2 per cent 

of the rail receipts at :f'retoria, and 26. 5 per cent at Bloemfontein. 

Q.~~ijJ,ovLe,.~ a Oauliflmners railed to ,Johannesburg and Pretoria came from 

the Transvaal, and those railed to Gape Town came from the Cape Province 

exclusively. .a.a.11 receipts of cauliflowers at Bloemfontein showed that 

63.4 per cent came from the Cape Province, .32.9 per cent from the Transvaal, 

and the balance from tho Orange Free State and Natal. 

Q.~}).Q.~OJ:3..1 Cabbages railed to Pr0toria and 99.8 p0r cent of that railed to 

Johannesburg came ~xclusivoly from the Transvaal. Oape Tovn received all 

tho cabbages railGd from the. Cape Province. Bloemfontein received 87,8 ;rer 

cont of its supplies from the Transvaal and 10. 5 per cent from the Cape 
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T.iiliLE 33 SOUitOE OF suI,iLY OF VAi{[OUS VEGETABLES RAILED TO THE JOFANNES
BUrtO T~rtMIN~I.L rfaMCET, 1947 /48. 

Rail receipts from 
Kind Total 

~ ..,...~.~-·"2"-1 ~ ·-:-r. .,~ ·~--· ...... -.--... -...-..-- ... --\~•.,,_-......- ......... ...,.-•. ··'ff-.:r-·...-·---· .. -,- .. ... .-............. ......- -.- •.. ..., 
of rail Extra 
vegotnble receipts Tvl. C.P. O,F.S. Natal Union 
~,.--.,;-,.,.. ""'~...-----.....-.-11'•-r.-.··~~.,........ .... -.--,r~'\•~·:oy• •-...--~ ..,....-.:n-:~-•~ ~-~ ~_,--,..~-• s·•·.---.. -,. ..,,..""t'r-·t···.,..-~-.-~,r-.-·..- _.........,.. .. .,...._..,.-_. . ...,... ,.._~ -._. . ...., . ..,...._...___. ,.--.-.-c;:s 

Number of containers 

Potatoes,pots. 2,806,736 2,493,357 22,751 288,594 2,027 7 

Onions, bags 1.20, 747 33,700 82,922 3,962 113 60 

Cauliflowers, bags 3,00 u 3,002 1 

Oabbages,bags 175,671 175,329 285 33 24 

Gr. beans, pets. 194,898 192,327 1,362 954 202 63 

Gr.peas,pcts. 278, '2..37 270,592 6,922 1,555 168 

Pumpkins,bags 114,859 110,629 1,377 2,686 167 

Tomatoes,std.bx. 1,636,066 1,629,189 4,873 1,651 267 86 

S(::,uashes, bags 26,990 26,684 137 122 47 -
Sw.~otatoes,bags 45,537 44,205 752 489 91 -
~ .-:-,..,..___. • ...--~ .,. -~, .. ,_. •·· "'· ·:,o "T" r•....,-«- •.71!!"'~- :""· ·-:r. ·:,a-.-,-..,--,.,.··, ..--~ ·,.r-.-e . ....,. ... ,. . .._..._, .. ,r,-, ... -·• - .- .- ·f'J ·.-, . ...-,... _. • ..,..~ -,--,r,·~r.--...-·w-....-:. --:-w--. .,.~-· ............. ~ .... 8--

Percentage of rail receipts 

Potatoes 100.0 88.8 o.s 10.4 X X 

Onions 100.0 27.9 68.8 3.3 X X 

Oauliflowers 100.0 100.0 X -
Cabbages 100.0 99,8 0.2 X X 

Green beans 100.0 98.7 o.7 0.5 0.1 X 

Green peas 100.0 97.3 2.1 :·:o.e X 

Pumpkins 100.0 96.3 1.2 2.4 0.1 ~ 

Tomatoes 100.0 99.6 0.3 0.1 X X 

S,,u:J.shes 100.0 98.9 o_s 0.4 0.2 

Sweet potatoes 100.0 97.1 1.6 1.1 0.2 -
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.Qr,e ... e,ttJJ.ep.ns• The Transvaal supplied 98.7 per cent of the green beans 

railed to Johannesburg and 99. 7 and 97 .o per c01t of that railed to 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively. The Cape Province supplied 59.9 

per cent, and the Transvaal 39. 6 per cent of the green beans raile·d to 

Onpe Town. 

Green peas from the Transvaal. comprised 97.3 per cent of the 

total rail receipts at Johannesburg; 99.5 per cent of those at PretoriaJ 

and 7,1.8 per cent of those at Bloemfontein. Cape Town received 88.7 per 

cent of its supplies by rail from the Cape Province. 

The proportion of the total rail receipts at each of the 

terminal markets made up by supplies of pumpkirefrom the Transvaal was 

96.3 per cent for Johannesburg; 33.7 per cent for Cape Town; 97.7 per cent 

for Pretoria; and 113.Ll per cent for Bloemfontein. The Cape Province 

supplied 62.8 per cent of the pumpkins railed to Cape Town, and 26.6 per 

cent of that railed to Bloemfontein. About 30 per cent of the i:umpkins 

railed to Bloemfontein came from the Orange Free State. 

More than 90 per cent of the tomatoes railed to the terminal 

warkets came from the Transvaal. The proportion of the total rail receipts 

at each terminal market mede up of t~matoes railed from the Transvaal was 

99.6 per cent for Johannesburg; 92.6 per cent for Cape Town; 99.7 per cent 

for Pretoria; and 94.6 per cent for Bloemfontein. 

By far the larger proportion of squashes railed to the 

four terminal markets came from the Transvaal. It supplied 98. 9 per cent 

of the total railed to Johannesburg; 50.1 per cent to Cape TownJ 99.l 

per cent to Pretoria; and 8,1.1 per cent to Bloemfontein. About 48 per 

cent of the squashes railed to Cape Tovrn came from the Cape Province. 

S~e.t ... .129tn,t9.,,.~} Sweet potatoes railed to Johannesburg and Pretoria came 

mainly from the Transvaal. The svreet potatoes railed to Pretoria and 

97.1 per cent of thnt rniled to Johannesburg came exclusively from tre 

Transvnnl. The Cape ?rovince supplied 99.5 per cent and 90.7 per cent 

of the supplies railed to Cape Town and Bloemfontein respectively. 
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T.11.BLE 34 SOUJ.iOE OF SUP?LY OF V.i..1ITOUS VEGETJrnLES RJULED TO TFE CAPE TOWN 
TEmtLTNAL MAfiKET, 1947 ;,1s. 

Kind 
of 
vege:bable\ 

Potntoes,pcts. 

Onions, bags 

Cauliflowers,bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Gr.beruis,pcts. 

Gr, peas, pets·. 

Pumpkins,bags 

Tomatoes~std.box 

Squnshes,bags 

Sw.Potatoes,bags 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Oabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Sauashes 

Sweet potatoes 

Total 
rail 
receipts Tvl. 

Rail receipts from 

Extra 
O.P. O.F .s.. Natal Union 

Number of containers 

1,465,925 660,614 665,210 139,880 178 43 

86,108 

2,998 

62,622 

106,809 

36,669 

45,467 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

-
,12, 921 

12,067 

5,886 

80, 96LJ: 

2,998 

6,1, 935 

9,1,686 

10,945 

53,043 

18,375 17,636 

223 45,227 

101 

-
37 

614 

604 

662 

7 

8 

592 

99 

-
Percentage of rail receipts 

a.a 

39.6 

11.3 

92.6 

50.1 

0.6 

45.4 

99.2 

50.9 

88.7 

62.8 

7.3 

47.8 

9.5 

0.1 

X 

X 

-
,_ 

X 

0.5 

-
1.8 o.3 

X 

19 

-

-

X 

.... 

..... 

X 

-
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TABLE 35 SOU rlOE OF SUPPLY OF VARIOUS VEGETABLES RAILED TO THE PrtETOHIA 
TEitTvITNAL MAfiKB-:T, 19,17 /48. 

Kind 
of 
vegetabh 

Potatoes,pcte. 

Onions, bags 

Oauliflowers,bngs 

Cabbages, bags 

Gr. beans,pcts. 

Gr. peas, pets. 

Pumpkins, bags 

Tomatoes,std.box 

Squashes, bag, 

Sw.potatoes,bags 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

Rail rt~ceipts from 
Total 
rail 
receipts Tvl. O.F. S. Natal 

Number of containers 

393,667 376,806 2,3•15 13,917 884 

12,668 
1) 

99 

34,183 

56 ,,185 

12, ~161 

2,668 7,176 

99 -

34,183 

56,318 

47,257 

12,171 

-

351,410 350,303 

1 

223 

20 

323 

10 

7 

10,771 

2'1,386 

10,671 

2,933 1 

2 164 

1 

265 

378 

90 

12 

6 

3 

Extra 
Union 

707 

--

406 

Percentage of rail receipts 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

96.6 0.6 

20.2 56.6 

100.0 

100.0 

99.7 

99.5 

99.7 

99. 1 

100. 0 

..... 

X 

0.5 

0.2 

0.1 

0.1 

X 

0.2 

X 

- - .... 

..... 

X 0.3 

- -

- 0,1 

- -
X X -

1) The arrival of cauliflowers by rail tt Pretoria le restricted to 

negligible quantities. The supplies sold on the market are 

principally locally produced and conveyed by motor truck to 

the market. 
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TABLE 36 SOU1WE OF SUPPLY OF VAHIOUS VEGETABLES HAILED TO TRE BDOEMFON
TEIN Ts.aMINAL MARKET, 19.:17 /-18. 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

Potatoes,pcts. 

Onions, bags 

Cauliflowers,bags 

Cabbages, bags 

Gr.berns,pcts. 

Gr. peas,pcts. 

?umpkins, bags 

Tomatoes,std.box 

Squashes, bags 

Sw.potutoes,bags 

Total 
rail 
receipts 

270,058 

,1, 359 

3,525 

18,889 

35,567 

11, 3,15 

6,873 

127, ,1,10 

2,727 

18 ,0,18 

Rail receipts from 
~;:•-=---· ...... ----~ ~-·9:.·-~-..... .,...,,.. ...... ~-tr-· ...... -:-r-· ..... ~··~ .. --..... -:ar..-.-.,-~~~ 

Extra 
Tvl. C.P~ O.F.S. Natal Union 

Number of 

72,626 36,168 

1,799 1,380 

1,161 2,234 

16,585 1,990 

34,,194 785 

8 ,,190 2,702 

2,983 1,-828 

120,517 6,356 

2,293 ,.106 

1,636 16,358 

containers 

161,023 153 

1,155 25 

49 81 

253 81 

90 105 

134 

2,033 29 

606 61 

. 15 13 

26 26 

88 

-
-
,._, 

95 

19 

-
-
2 

-···--291"\ ~ '"Cl'" ~ ·-i--••-- _.. ..• •· t,:.~-., • .. ·.t,· ~.-, .• ,... ~-.. "1P ...... 1r- ·--,s:·,-r·...-,. T";t .... ·1'! ,e:.--,....,... - -. .._ ~, .... ~~ ,_,. . .,.......,..,'"T-..- --, __... .. :...-· ·• ·• ~ ,:- ·----~--....-,,_ •.. r.• ........ :~-'°"T1r.-..r1r ":"'S""-,-:P' ..... :""11 

........ ~-..- ... ,,co-•-·-· 11r·:-e"---w:-.:11 .... ~ ..... ,..........., •• ~ ... --.-~•--r· ~-..... --~ ........ --~-·"9-=-•···•·'!fV'•!:<' """ ..-:- .... ~ ..... •"r.:W-•,..-_ ....... ,~~ ..... ":'" ...... ~------~----~ .... ~~·-=-·.n -----,-..,..,...--r-":"l'I 

Percentage of rail receipts 

Potatoes 100.0 26.9 13.4 59,6 0.1 X 

Onions 100.0 ,11. 3 31.6 26,5 0.6 -
Cauliflowers 100.0 32.9 63.•:1 1.4 2.3 ,,.. 

Cabbages 100.0 87.8 10.5 1.3 0.,1 -
Gr.beans 100.0 97.0 2.2 a.a 0.3 0.1 

Or.peas 100.0 711.s 25.8 1.2 - 0.2 

Pumpkins 100.0 ,13. ,1 26.6 29. 6 o.4 

Tomatoes 100.0 9,1. 6 5.0 o. ,1 X 

Squashes 100.0 84.1 1,1.9 0.5 0.5 -
Sweet potatoes 100.0 Q.1 90.7 0.1 0.1 X 

~·~~~'!'If ..,,... "ff ~-~~-----.·---1~·..,..._.._.....,.f ... ,., ..... ....,...._ .... ..-ie-....- ... ~---....;·~·:· .. · .,., ...... ., ...................... ~ .... ~-~.......--,......,. ............................. -.... ~::;':"I' .--

- ~~.,_..,..,_ • tt.:.·ia:•.--:w-.-..... ~-,-....- .. ...- .-~ ..,....,.. . ..,....,,_ --,.•, tr.-.ri:- ~-.., •--~·•• ... --:_...._...~...- -., • ...- -..r .......... -_,......, . ., ... •-:--.:~-· . ....,...·.........-.o::a,-~...,.~=air-··•~ ... ...--..~--=----~· ..- .---·~,:,. 
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The principal source of supply of potatoes, caulifl01J1.Ters, 

cabbages, tomatoes, squashes and sweet potatoes to 1ohannesburg and 

Pretoria was the Transvaal. Supplies of onions to these two markets 

were received mainly from the Cape Province. 

Large proportions of ,otatoes, green beans, pumpkins, squashes, 

and about 93 por cent of the tomatoes, railed to Cape Tovrn deme from the 

Transvaal. The balance of the vegetables came from the Cape Province. 

The chief source of supply of notat,oes to Bloemfontein was the 

Orange Free State which also supplied fairly large proportions of the 

onions and pumpkins railed to that market. The Cape Province supplied 

the largest proportions of the cauliflowers and sweet potatoes railed 

to Bloemfontein, and vras also an important source of supply of potatoes, 

onions, green peas ~nd pumpkins. The greatest proportion of cabbages, 

ereen peas, tomatoes, green bGans and squashes railed to Bloemfont2in 

came from the Trnnsvual, 

Natal and tho territories outside the Union were h2gligible 

sourcos of supply of tho various vegetables to the four terminal 

markets. 

LeadinL..m.agJ. sto...,rj.1kl_dJ:s r1 c.ts. from Jjy._cjl_ ..t..h.9 .. 
vegot&,bJ,.es __ wer~--I..a.i..L~j~_9..-~~'1ch t2rmin.~l mnr~t. 

The loading magisterial districts and the proportion of the 

total volume of each kind of vegetable in terms of suoplies from each 

district railed to each terminal market, are sho1!rn in Figures 8 to 17. 

Such leading districts for each of the various vegetables 

were I 

l:.Q._tq;t_o~s ( Figure 8) 1 The leading districts from which each market re

cei ved potatoes varied among the four. About 26 per cent of the po

tatoes railed to Johannesburg cume from Bethal, Tvl.; about !l per cent 

railed to Cape Town carae from Wi tbank, Tvl.; about 35 per cont of 

those railed to Pretoria came from Middelburg, Tvl.; and about 18 

per cent of the rail receipts of potatoes at Bloe~fontain came from 

Clocolan, O.F.S. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



4 9 
Figure 8. SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 

POTL.TOES R.t ... ILED 1'0 THE JOHLNNE8BURG, 
CI~PE TOW:N, PRETORIA LND BLOEMFONTEIN 

TERMINL.L Nll.RKETS. 1947 / 48. 

(Pockets 38 lbs, gross) 
Johannesburg. 

Percent. 

25.6.----------------~ Bethal Tvl. 
10.0.,_ _____ _,Witbank Tvl. 
9.7 etaba Tvl. 
9.1 Ermelo Tvl. 
5.7 Pietersburg Tvl. 
2. 1 Marquard O .F .S. 
1.2 Harrismith O.F.S. 
l.l Clocolan O.F.S. 

• 9 Senekal O .F .S. 

The 10 leading districts 
supplied 66.1% of the 2806736 
pockets of POTLTOES iivhich 
were railed from 320 stations 
located within 116 magiste
rial districts. 

•1 Ficlrnburg O .F .s. 
bb~1t.__~,_ ....... _ _..._.. ............ --~•---•------' 

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 

Cape Town, 
( t 000 omitted) 

21. 1 ...,_ _____________ ...._ Wi tbank Tvl • 
• 7 · 12. 2 I George C. P. 

11.2 .. :::::::::.::.:J_. Bethal Tvl •. 
9.3 J Caledon C .P. 
6.1 Ermelo Tvl. 
3.8 .Ceres c.P. 
3.4 JSprings Tvl. 
2.5 Malmesbury C .P. 
2.0 Clocolan O.F.S. 
1.5 Thaba 'Nchu O.F.S. 
1 •. 4 J Ladybrand O .F .S • 

The 12 leadi;?-g, districts 
BUpplied 75.3~ of the 
146~92~ pockets of 
POT.(J,.To~s ·which were railed 
from 248 stations lo
cated within 103 magiste
rial districts. 

• 8 Marquard O,F.S. 
j5.31~ _ _.,_-___ ~•---·--~•-....... , _____ , 

50 100 150 200 250 300 350 

( ' 0 0 0 omit t ed ) 
Pretoria. 

34,8 ~, __ I Middelburg 
19,2 I Letaba Tvl. 

9 .O _ Bethal Tvl. 
6.8 Belfast Tvl. 

b~f , , I 
50 100 150 
( t 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

Tvl. 

17.9~---~'Clocolan O.F.S. 
12.2._ ____ Ladybrand O.F.S. 
7.4 IThaba 'Nchu O.F.S. 
6.4 ... 7ethal Tvl. 
5.3 ·--rTaung s C .P. 
4.8 __ IKlerksdorp Tvl. 

-A,.~ Johannesburg Tvl, 
7u.2l ________ ~I 

20 40 60 

(tOOO omitted) 

The 4 leadin~ districts 
supplied 69.0% of the 
393657 pockets of 
POTATOES which were railed 
from 210 stations lo
cated within 98 magiste
rial districts. 

The 7 leading districts 
supplied 58.2% of the 
270058 pockets of 
POTATOES which were 
railed from 193 stations 
located within 103 
magisterial districts. 
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Figure 9. SOURCE OF SUPPLY, BY DISTRICTS. 
OF ONIONS RL.ILED ·ro THE JOHL..NN.88-
BURG ' CLLPE TOWN' FRET OR Ii~ .L~ND 
BLOEI,.;FONTEIN TERMl:W.~L Ml~KETS 

1947/4-8 ~ 

Johannesburg. (Bags 123 lbs. gross) 
Percent_. _____ _ 

51, =JcaledonC.P. 
11. Pretoria Tvl. 

~~-
Riversdale C.P. 

l_.._....._~-· 
20 40 60 80 

( 1 000 omitted) 

Cape Town. 

53.6 ~----1 Caledon C.P. 
8 .1 __ ulbagh C .P. 
7.0 lworcester C.P. 

_i..Q u Ceres C.P. 
7r.7 

.. 

41,3 
7.2 
7.0 
6.5 
4.9 

I , , I __ 2 __ 0 __ 4 ..... 0--60 

( ' 00 0 omitted ) 

Pretoria • 

._ __ ......,.._I Caledon C.P. 
Johannesburg Tvl. 

. Phillippolis O .F .S. 
IBrandfort 0.F.S. 
Tulbagh C.P. 

4.0 Letaba Tvl. 

70. 9 I,__;_ ___ _,: 

20.3 
18.3 
15.1 
6 .• 3 
5.2 
4.9 

?~!2 

20 40 60 

( 1000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein, 

___ .... )Pretoria Tvl. 
~---' Caledon C.P. • 
r-....__,Johannesburg Tvl. 

I Brandfort 0.F.S. 
I Bloemfontein O .F .s. 

VJor ce ster C .P. 
·Tromp sburg O .F. S 

l. 
10 

(' 000 omitted) 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 66;4% of the 
120747 bags of ONIONS. 
which were railed from 
233 stations located 
within 99 magisterial 
di"strict s. 

The 4 leading districts 
supplied 73.,% of the 
86108 bags of ONIONS 
which were railed from 112 
stations located within 
43 magisterial districts. 

The 6 leading districts 
SUP.Vlied 70.9% of the 
12008 bags of ONIONS 
which were railed from 
96 stations located with
in 52 magisterial districts. 

The 7 leading districts 
su~plied 73.4% of the 
4359 ba~s of ONIONS which 
were railed from 82 
stations located within 
46 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 10 SOURCE OF SUPPLY. BY DISTRICTS, 

OF Cl:a.ULIFLO'VJER RLILED TO THE 
JOH.: ... NNESBURGJ. CLPE TOWN, PRETORIL. 
L.ND BLOEMFON'l'EIN TERMIN ... 4L !JLRKETS 

1947/48. 

( Bags 83 lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg. 

Percent I 
74.5 __ --- Nelspruit Tvl. 

10 20 30 
( t 00 omitted) 

Cape Town, 

37.2-~-lcaledon C.P. 
33,0 Robertson C.P. 
~ Swellendam C.P. 

L_-a-_.__l 
5 10 15 
('OO omitted) 

Pretoria, 

72.7 r=--=J Nelsnruit Tvl. 
~ CJBarbe~ton··Tvl. 

._ __ , __ t 
5 10 

( 1 0-00 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

Uitenhage C.P. 
Johannesburg Tvl. 

Nelspruit Tvl. 

10 20 30 

('00 omitted ) 

Nelspruit supplied 74,5% 
of the 3003 bags of 
CL.ULIFLOWER which were 
railed from 13 stations 
located within 6 magisteP 
rial districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
su2plied 90,1% of the 
299e bags of C.L.ULIF LOVIER 
which were railed from 21 
stations located within 
13 magisterial districts. 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 90.9% of the 99 
bags of C.L~ULITLOVVER wluch 
were railed from 6 stations 
located within 4 magiste
rial districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 81.8% of the , 
3525 bags of CL.ULIFLOWER 
vvhich vvore railed from 
15 stations located within 
10 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 11 SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS,. 
OF CL.BBLGES RL .. ILED TO THE 
J0HLNNESBURG..1 Cl~PE T0WN 1 PRETORil .. 
L.ND BL0EtIB'0N'l'EIN TERMIN.i.1 MLRKETS. 

1947/48, 

( Bags 103 lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg. 

Percent------· 
78.6 l-----·-J Nelspruit 
-~ ... .-1 Barberton Tvl. 
93.7 L _____ , 

50 100 150 

( r 000 omitted) 

Cape Town. 

-------· 

Tvl. 

44.1 _______ ICaledon C.P. 
26.8 _____ .1 George C.P, 
12.3 __ !Robertson C.P. 
~ 1 _ _J Swellendam C .P. 

I , I 
10 20 30 

(' 000 omitted 

Pretoria. 

83,0~··_--_____ --_-l Nelspruit Tvl. 

9
b:~ _! Barberton Tvl. 

f ---------· 10 20 
i 

30 

( 1 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

51.4 J--~- J Nelspruit Tvl. 
15.6 ~-J Johannesburg Tvl. 
~ _ _JBarberton Tvl. 

t.--..... 5·-...... 10 ___ ; -bo 
('000 omitted) 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 93.7% of the 
175671 bags of C1J3Bl~GES 
which were railed from 
l06 stations located with
in 41 magisterial 
districts. 

The 4 leading districts 
supnlied 66.8% of the 
62622 bags of CLBBLGES 
which vmre railed from '72 
stations located within 
30 magisterial districts. 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 90,6% of the 
:B'4lt33 bags of-CABBAGES 
which were railed from 63 
stations located within 
23 magisterial distri~ts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 8o.B% of the 
18e89 bags of CL.BBLGES 
which were railed from 61 
stations located within 
35 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 12 SOURCE OF SUPPLY~ BY DISTRICTS OF GREEN 

BK\.NS Ri~ILED TO THE JCHL.NNESB:ifm, CL.PE 
TOV!N, PRETORIL 1;).ND BLOEr,JFONrEIN TERMINL.L 

M.t.RKETS, 1947/ 48. 
(Pockets 20½ lbs. ~ross) 

Johannesburg. 

Percent ----
50 .1 . _ _I Barberton Tvl. 
18.o -J' Letaba Tvl. 
~ .--···· Nelspruit Tvl. 

i I ... ~ 

50 100 

( '000 omitted) 

Cape Town. 

32 .8 '~-- I __ )Barberton Tvl. 
16.1.,__Calvinia C.P. 

. 6 I 1 • 1 ·--r·· George C .P. 
10.5 _I Caledon C.P. 
6.2 Mossel Bay C.P. 
6,1 _INelspruit Tvl. 

'B-7:s 
.,, l _______ t 

20 40 

( '000 omitted) 

,,Pretoria. 

51.2 ~·. . J Barberton Tvl. 
26 .2 . -, .1 Letaba Tvl. 
§~ :~ . ' Nelspruit Tvl. 

I ______ I 
20 40 

( t 000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

I._ _____ _ 

20 40 

( 1 000 omitted) 

The 1 leading district~ sup• 
pliea 83,8;o of the 194b9ts 
pockets of GREEN BEANS which 
were railed from 149 stations 
located within 53 magisterial 
districts. 

The 6 leading distric
8
ts sup

plied 87.8~ of the 10 44b 
nockets of GREEN BELNS which 
were railed from 82 stations 
located within 32 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 93. 9% of the 56485 
pockets of GREEN BELNS wh ch 
were uailed from 75 stations 
located within 24 magisterial 
districts. 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 90,0~ of the 35567 
pockets of GR.I£EN BEL.NS wfiich 
were railed from 50 stations 
located within 28 magisterial 
districts. 
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Figure 13 SCURCE OF SUPPLY BY DIS'TRICTS. OF 
GREEN PELS Rt~ILED TO THE JOHLNNESBURG,
C..'.'.PE TCWN ~ PRETCRIL LND BLOELPONTEIN 

TER:MINL.L MLREETS ·· l9lr7 / 48 • 

Johannesburg. ( Pockets 20½ lbs. gross) 

Percent. -------
19.5~----- Bethal 1vl. 
13 .6 -··-i· Nelsprui t Tvl. 
13.2 Letaba Tvl. 

9.9 Belfast Tvl. .-----· 
7.5 --r Ermelo Tvl. 
7 .o --·--·,-· Barberton 'I'vl. 

--2_._~ _I Rustenburg Tvl. 
75.9 

, _ ___.__ __ _J 

20 40 60 

( ' 0 O O omit t e d ) 

Cape Town. 

21.9~---~JGeorge C.P. 
12.9 ___ 1 Calvinia C .P. 

12.2.--__ ~Riversdale C,P, 
11. 5 --·-·-- _ ,Piquetberg C .P. 

9.0 _:=J Mossel Bay C .P. 
8 ~..2 ..__I Nelsprui t Tvl. 

%.o 
I f 

10 20 30 

(' 000 omitted) 

Pretoria. 

28 • 2 -I Belfast Tv 1. 
20.l 1-----~' Nelspruit Tvl. 
12.1 ,___ __ ~ Middelburg Tvl. 
8. 7 I Barberton Tvl. 
8.1 .:__;Pretoria Tvl. 

..2.!.L-1 Letaba Tvl. 

s5.1 l~----' 5; 

41.2 
12.2 

9.8 
8.6 
4.8 
4.6 

tTY-.2 

10 20 
\ 

('000 omitted) 
\ 

Bloemfontein. 

I Nelspruit Tvl. 
f Barber-ton Tvl. 
Bathurst C.P. 

-r Rustenburg Tvl. located 
!albany C • P. 

_ Ta ung s C • P. 

2 4 

('000 omitted) 

The 7 leadingddistricts 
supplied 75.~~ of the 
278237 pockets of GREEN PEAS 
which were railed from 208 
stations located within 69 
magisterial districts. 

The 6 leading districts 
supplied 76.0% of the 
106809 pockets of GREEN PEAS 
which were railed fr ori1 101 
stations located within 38 
magisterial districts. 

The 6_leadin& districts 
supnlied 85.~% of the 
47481 pockets of GREEN PEAS 
which were railed from 84-
stations located within 27 
m&gisterial districts • 

The 6 leading districts 
supplied 81.2~ of the 11345 
pockets of GREEN PEAS which 
were railed from 52 stations:'... 
within 30 magisterial 
districts. 
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Figure 14 SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 
PUMPKINS RAILED '110 TfIE JOHANNESBURG 
CAPE TOWN r1 PRETORIA AND BLOEI\IB'ONTEil\f 

TER11INAL MARKETS-. 1947/48. 

( Bags 163 lbs. gross) 
Johannesburg 

10 20 30 
• 

( '000 omitted) 

Cape Town. 

14,0.,._ ____ . Witbank Tvl. 
11. 2 .. J Caledon C .P. 
10. 2 J Barkly West C .P. 

7. 7 Van Rhynsdorp C .P. 
7, ?j Bethal Tvl, 

'¢;-l·---J George C .P. 

l_ ---·---·-···-' 1 2 3 

('000 omitted) 

Pretoria. 

·------21.7 ________ f Middelburg Tvl. 
20,3 JLetabaTvl. 
11.9 Bethal Tvl. 

9 .8 .. I ,.Grabler sdal Tvl. 
7.4 .......... __ Witbank Tvlo 
2.0 ~ Clocolan O~F.S. 

'D:I 
l __ -::!--t _____ I 

l 2 3 

( 1000 omitted) 

Bloemfontein. 

15.o JBarkly West C.P. 
14.9 --rhroblersdal Tvl. 
13.4 __ I.Johannesburg Tvl. 
6.7 _ I Taungs C .P. 
6.o lLadybrand O.F.S. 
3.3 Bethal Tvl. 
3 .3 . .., Jacobsdal o .. F oS. 

--3....0 J Bloernf cntein O .F .S. 
65:6 t_ ___ l 

1 2 
(' 000 cmi tted) 

The 5 leading districts 
supplied 65,0% of the 
1148 59 bags of PU1.1PKINS 
which were railed from 236 
stations located within 86 
magisterial districts. 

The 6 leading districts 
supplied 58.3% of the 
17445 bags of PUMPKINS 
which were railed from 
131 stations located with
in 70 magisterial districts. 

The 6 leading district1 
supplied 73.1% of the 
12461 bags of PUMPKINS 
which were railed from 
111 stations located 
vvithin 4~ magisterial 
districts. 

'The 8 leading districts 
supplied 65,6% of the 
6873 bags of PUMPKINS 
which were railed from 116 
stations located within 
66 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 15 · SOURCE OF SUPPLY, BY DISTRICTS: OF 

TOMATOES RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, 
CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEt1IFONTEIN 

TERMINAL MARKETS, 1947/48. 

(Standard Boxes 14½ lbs. gross) 

Johannesburg. 

'Perce ... +..w.. ______ _ 

44.2. f Letaha Tvl. 
21. 9 ~.J-B~rbe~ton Tvl. 
13.1 t Zoutpansberg Tvl. 

6 ._2 1_.. Nelspruit Tvl.· 
E,;~ 

l.------~---' 
250 500 750 

('OOO omitted) 

Cape Town. 

61.8 ~--··_] Barberton Tvl. 
18.6 1Nelspruit Tvl. 
~""1 Letaba Tvl. 

I ___ I 
250 500 

('OOO omitted) 

Pretoria.; 

50.8 ~- J Letaba Tvl. 
22.5 JBarberton Tvl. 
10.1 Zoutpansberg Tvl. 
_'L.2_ __ Nelspruit Tvl. 
91.1 

l. ___ f 
100 200 

( '000 omitted) 
I 

Bloemfontein. 

57.0 r·----uf Barberton Tvl-. 

26,1 ~pruit Tvl. 
BT-1: 

! ' , j 
50 100 

('OOO omitted) 

The 4 leading districts 
supplied 85.7% of the 
1636066 boxes of TOMATOES 
which were railed from 
218 stations located 
within 73 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 88.7% of the 
727644 boxes of Tm,'.iATOES 
which were railed from 
102 stations located with
in 44 magisterial 
districts. 

The 4 leading districts 
supplied 91.1% of the 
351410 boxes of TOii,'.rli.TO 1S 
which were railed from 
104 stations located within 
34 magisterial districts. 

The 2 leading distri~ts 
supplied 83~1% of the 
127440 boxes of TOTuW..TOES 
which were railed from 82 
stations located within 
46 magisterial districts. 
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Figure 16 SOllRCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS- OF 

SQUASHES RAILED 'l'O THE JOHl'.a.NNESBURG, 
C.tPE TOWJ\T, PRETORIA AND BLOmPONTEIN 

TER!.IINAL MARKETS 1947/48. 

( Bags 133 lbs. gross) 
Johannesb·J.rg o 

Per cen._t ____ _ 

25.5 ~---' Groblersdal Tvl. 
19. 7 .,_ __ J Lctaba Tvl. 

13 ~o -·-' Zoutpansberg Tvl. 
llo3 ~ Barberton Tvle 
5.4 Pilgri~c Rest Tvl. 
4 8 To.Te] ~ Y'\~tl1 ·i ,l_ r17vl 

D •-' J.\ .~. ;.JJ_ A. •• l, .. t 

79o7 - . 
l---~--•· -~.J _, 'f r ) __ .J 

( r 000 crlitted) 

Cape Town, 

27 .1 ___, _________ i Barberton Tvl. 
15.3 J Ceres CoPo 
14~4 ~J Pilgrr;.mG Rest Tvl .. 

12 .,3 -r.:-J Var:. P.::1ynsdo:rp C .P. 
6 • 8 "'!"'HJ ob err. s ::-- n C • P a 

~ tpiquctberg CnP~ 
BoA 

I t --·--··•-· :> J_Q 

( 1000 omitted) 

Pretoriao 

47 .2 ~ . I Letaba Tvl, 
19 •• 1 utpansberg T ... .,l. 
12 6 _ Barberton Tvl, 
78.9 

I 
---~---' 
5 10 

('OOO omitted) 

Bloemf onte i:-: ~ 

36 .3 ~ _J .2-:)-r"!Jerton Tvl. 
16,7 I Johan..l'J.esburg Tvl. 
13 •3 fi Gl?oblersdal Tvl. M ·- Ui'cenhc:ge C .P, 

t t . ·---- t_ ___ , __ . 
5 lO 

(' cc omitted) 

The 6 leading districts 
supplied 79.7% of the 26990 
bags of SQUASHES which were 
railed from 98 stations lo
cated within 37 magisterial 
districts. 

The 6 leading districts 
supplied 80.4% of the 36669 
bags of SQUASHES which were 
railed from 102 stations lo
cated within 46 magisterial 
districts. 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 78,9% of the 
10771 bags of·· SQUltSHES which 
were railed from 69 stations 
located within 24 magisterial 
districts. 

· The 4 leading districts 
supplied 7J.O% of the 2727 
bags of SQUASHES which were 
railed from 38 stations 
located within 22 
magisterial districts. 
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Figure 17 SOURCE OF SUPPLY BY DISTRICTS OF 

SWEET POT.L\.TOES RLILED TO THE 
JOHL.NNESBURG. CL.PE TOWN, PRETORIA 
AND BLOEl'FONTEIN TER],IINl~L Mi..RKETS 

1947/48. 

(Bags 123 lbs. gros~) 

Johannesburg 

Percen ...... t ___ _ 
42.6 ~J Barberton Tvl. 
29.5 Nelspruit Tvl. 
-Lt] ipretoria Tvl. 
79.9 t ___ _ 

10 20 

(' 000 omitted) 

Cape Town~ 

63.3 ~ I George 
17 .41 River sdal·e C .P. 
6.7 I Calvinia C.P. 

C.P. 

w:4 
I I 

10 20 30 

( t 000 omitted) 

Pretoria 

88.5l _____ fNelspruit Tvl. 

~-------' 
10 20 30 

' . ('OOO omitted) 

Bloemfontein 

The 3 leading districts 
supplied 79.9% of the 
45537 bags of SWEET 
POT.t.TCES which were railed 
from 117 stations located 
within 53 magisterial 
districts. 

The 1 leading districts 
supplied 87.4% of the 
45457 bags of SWEET 
POT.l\.TOES which were railed 
from 92 stations located 
within 40 megisterial 
districts. 

Nelspruit supplied 88.5% 
of the 24386 bags of SWEET 
POTJ~OES which were ·railed 
from 71 stations located 
within 27 magisterial 
districts. 

81.66 · I East 
~~ ~ Nelspruit Tvl. 

London C .P. 

7 
• 
7 I , l 

5 10 l.f, 

( 1 000 omitted) 

The 2 leading districts 
supplied 87.7% of the 
18048 bags of SWEET 
POTATOES which were railed 
from 52 stations located 
within 34 magisterial 
districts. 
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Qraon~ ( Figure 9)1 Caledon, C.~., supplied about 52 per cent of the onions 

rnilad to Johannesburg; about 54 per cent of those railed to Cape TownJ 

nnd nbout ,11 per cent of those railed to Pretoria. About 20 per cent of 

the onions railed to Bloer.1fontein came fror.i the Prdoria district, Tvl. 

~lJ __ _i:lowerA (Fif.:1.1re 10)1 Nelspruit, Tvl., supplied about 7fi per cent 

of the cauliflowers railed to Johannesburg, and about 73 per cent of those 

rniled to l;.,retoria. .ri.bout 37 per cent of the supplies of cauliflowers 

railed to Cape Town carri.e from Oaledon, O.P., and about 55 per cent of the 

rnil suppli8s to Bloemfontein came from Uitenhage, 0.1' • 

.9t~P~~ (Figure 11)1 Nelspruit, Tvl., supplied about 78 per cent of the 

cabbaLeS railed to Johannesburg, Oaledon, O.P., supplied about 4,1 per cent 

of the cabbages consigned to Cape Town • 

.Qr..een~b~..oo,s ( Figure 12)1 The principal source of rail supply of green 

beans to the four tem.inal markets vras Barberton, Tvl. The proportion 

of total rail receipts at each raarket represented by supplies of green 

beans fron Barberton ~as about 60 per cent for Johannesburg; about 33 per 

cent for Cape Tovrn; about 51 per cent for rretoria; and about 56 per cent 

for Bloemfontein. 

Bethal, Tvl., supplied about 20 per cent of the 

green peas railed to Johannesburg; George, a.1·., about 22 per cent of 

those railed to Cape Tovm; Belfast, Tvl., about 28 per cent of those 

railed to i)retoria; and Nelsprui t, Tvl., about "n per cent of those 

railed to vloemfontein, 

ui..rn--.PlQ..ru1 (Figure 111) • .. ibout 23 per cent of the punpkins railed to Johannes-

burg came fror.i iJethal, Tvl. :, .u,out 1,1 per cent of those railed to Cape Town 

came from Witbank, Tvl., and Middelburg, Tvl., supplied about 22 pGr cent 

of the pumpkins rail0d to Pretoria, Barkly West, a.I'., supplying 15 per 

cent of those railed to Gloemfontein. 

,I_o,natoes (Figure 15)1 Letaba, Tvl., supplied about ,1,i per cent of the 

toE1atoes railed to Johannesburg and about 51 per cent of those railed to 

t'retoria. Cape Tovm and vloer:1fontcin respectively received about 62 and 57 

per cent of the total volume of tooatoos railed to those centres from 

Darborton, Tvl. 
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Si:J._u_ash.es (11guro 16)1 Groblersdal, Tvl., supplied about 26 per cent of the 

squashes railed to Johannesburg, and Letaba, Tvl., about 47 per cent of 

those railed to rretoria. Darberton, Tvl., provided about 27 and 36 per 

cent of those railed to Cape Tovrn and Jloerafontein respectively. 

Sweet ,.QQ__~tOE;J2, {Figure 17) I .ri.bou t •13 per cent of the s~treet potatoes am.led 

to Johannesqurg came from Barberton, Tvl., and George, C.I). ,supplied about 

63 per cent of the svreet potatoes railed to Cape Town. Nelsprui t,Tvl., 

furnished about 89 per cent of those railed to 1,retoria, and East London, 

C .1'., supplied about 82 per cont of the sweet potatoes railed to Dloemfon-

tein. 

l)rincJ,~!J..l _s .. ~tlOJJJ:I f)•..QlJ w,hlpJl_.th.st veg_ctab~ wel:'~ 
.Q.QDSigne.,g_. 

The principal station from mhich the vegetables were consigned 

to each of the teroinal narkets is shown in the folloming tablel 

T.n.LLE 37 PRINCIP.n.L ST .. iTIONS FROM 1:JHICF EACH KIND OF VEGETABLE W.Af3 CON-
SIGNED TO THE TERMINAL MARKETS OF JOE,~TNES0URG, C~PE TOiiN,?HID

TORIA JUJD DLOElVIFONTEIN, 19•17 /:18. 

Kind of 
veeetable 

r_.,otatoes 

Onions 

Oaullflowers 

Cabbages 

Green beans 

Green peas 

l·'urapkins 

Tomatoes 

Squashes 

Svr. potatoes 

Johannesburg 

i.:~ethal 

Oaledon 

Godwin 
rl.iver 

Mataffin 

Kaapmuiden 

Schagen 

Marble 
Pall 

Letsi tele 

Marble 
!all 

Jarberton 

Terminal market 

Cape Town l1retoria Dloer.ifon tein 

Principal consigning station 

Oogies Dethal Olooolan 

Co.lodon Caledon :i:.Jyr~id 

Jonnie-- Alkmaal' Uitenhage 
'\Cale 

Elgin Mataffin Mate.ffin 

Kaapmuiden Kaapmuiden KaA.praui den 

Ka.rino Belfast Nelspruit 

Oogies Middel- Marble Hall 
burg,Tvl. 

Karina Letsi tele Kaapruiden 

Aoornhoek · Letsi tele Knapmuiden 

George Nelspruit Vvh1 te River 
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The principal consigning stations to each of the terminal 

no.rkets for the various vagetables are I 

!~~t.QQP_I Jethal, Tvl., wns the chief consigning station for potatoes to 

Johannesburg and i'retorio.; Oogics, Tvl., for Onpe Tmm, and Olocolan, 

O.F.C:>, for ;·iloemfontcin. 

Q.n1...oll§,t OaJ.edon, O.P., was t.he principal consigning stntion for onions 

to Johannesburg, i.;retoria nnd Gape Town, lmd I'yranid, Tvl., for Dloen-

fontein. 

~,.JJJ19!£..~r~} The principal consigning stations for cruliflowers to 

thase markets wero Godwin .diver, Tvl., for Johannesburg; !lonni evnle, 

0.1',, for Cape Tovm; illmf.'tl':t; Tvl., for Pretoria; and Uitenhage, C,P., 

for 3loemfontein • 

.Q,Q.qQ,.™' Mataffin, Tvl., was the most important consigning station for 

cabbages to John.nnesburg, Pretoria and Dloemfontein, and Elgin, O,?,, 

for Cape Town. 

~..P...,..,,.~~ 1 Kanpmuiden, Tvl,, was the principal consigning station for 

green benns to all four terminal markets. 

SJ.r~e..n--P...e~• The principal consigning station for green peas to Johannes~rg 

was Schagen, Tvl., to Cape Town, Karino, Tvl., to Pretoria, Belfast, Tvl., 

and to Lloemfontein, Nelspruit, Tvl. 

f"umpkins I Marble Hall, Tvl., was the main consigning station for pumpkins 

to Johannesburg and ~loemfontoin; Oogios and Mlddelburg, Tvl., to Oape 

Town end Pretoria respectively. 

~t~• The most important consigning station for tomatoes to 

Johannesburg o.nd Pretoria T"fT.el! Letsi telc, Tvl., to Oape To~1n, Karine, Tvl., 

and Kaap~uiden, Tvl., to Jloamfontein. 

§a.uaspe.§.1 Marble Hall, Tvl., was tho most important consigning station 

for squashes to JohannesburgJ Acornhoek, Tvl., for Oape Town; Letsitele, 

Tvl., for PretoriaJ r:md Knapmuiden, Tvl., for Dloomfontoin. 

Sw9..et .120...t,atp_~,, The principal consigning stntion. for sweet potatoes to 

Johannesburg ,;rras 3arberton, Tvl., for Cape Tovm, George, C,P., for 

l·retoria, Nelsprui t, Tvl., and White rllver, Tvl., for Jloemfontein, 
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Afe_rr;1ge ~tance __ tr~v:elJ-ed _ b_y_Lai~ b,.y_thu~~ 
V~f~tJ1pl~..Q9n~J-Ln~ _,t~o the_ ter~in~ __ }n_q._rket..§.. 

The weighted average distance which the bulk of the supplies of 

vegetables consigned by rm.l to the terminal markets travelled is shown in 

tht::1 following table a 

T4:..LE 38 WEIGHTED .d.VE11AGE DIST .. iNCE T .. LWELLED DY ~uL DY TFE Oi1.EATER PrtOPO.R
TION OF V.~RIOUS VEOEIT .iJLES CONSIGNED TO JOHANNESDURO, OAI"'E TONN, 
Pi1.ETOdL-~ AND JLOEVFONTEIN TEi1MINAL !JI .. ul.KETS, 1947 /48. 

Kind of 
' vegetable Johmmesburg 

Tern inal mark et 

Cape Town Pretoria 
moemfon
tein 

-•·-- •,U,':".-,r' ...... _,-:-.:2111"'-.·S--··•:-3 ~-Z.-U-:W,;!""lll•.•:e-··-.rsr~'."':!"Zl"S'"''2' ......... ~-- .. r-""· .,.. .. ~~ -.-,--:9 .._. ...,..._. .. "!' •. ·~•"9 ~ ...,..a:rs.a-;• ... ~.,::"'-:-:,O-:··--....-~~~- ~~--'Ir..~ 

I 

?otntoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Green beans ~~rc,,~n .... ~~em83. s ... ,.~filJL ____ _____,,r-...-9237. 95 .. ,,_.. 90650•it,.,_____...,_ ---
3 t1i.les 318 802 

Green peas m____,8,_.c5•l. ec..-.-.~--8..P~,..,., 
169 479 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

Squnshes 

Sweet potatoes 

~ Percentage ,f total rail receipts. 

D Weighted average distance travelled. 
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Excluding onions, the vegetables consigned to Johannesburg and 

Pretoria travelled nuch shorter distances than those vegetables railed 

to Ca~e Town and Jloemfontein. About 70 per cent of the onions railed 

to Johannesburg travelled 8.c.13 miles, and about 65 per cent of the onions 

rc'J..iled to Pretoria traVt"3lled 88'-1 oiles. The distances travelled by the 

other vegotn.bles to these two markets ranged froo 120 to 326 miles. 

About. 92 per cent of the tonatoes railed to Cape Town 

travelled 1,312 miles tbe J.ongest distance any vegetable travelled to 

e.ny of the four markets. ,1.bout 67 per cent of the potatoes consigned by 

retil to Onpe Tov"n travelled 767 nilesJ about 88 per cent of the green 

beans, 802 miles; about 66 per cent of the pumpkins 6,.15 miles; and 

about 80 per cent of the squashes consigned to Cape Town 755 miles. 

Onions railed to Cape Town travelled a chort distance. About 74 per 

cent of the onions covering an average of 88 miles to the market. 

Green beans and tonatoes consigned by rail to Jloemfontein, 

trs.velled the greatest distances, naoely 550 and 5,J-Q miles, respectively, 

followed by green peas, ,179 □ilea; cabbages, 474 miles; squashes,,159 

miles; onions, 433 miles; cauliflovrcrs, .:117 niles; and sweet potatoes, 

,102 miles. l~umpkins ~219 miles) and potatoes (260 milee) travelled 

relatively short distances to the :Jloeofontein market, 

The rail distance which the vegetables travelled to market was 

in all instances, directly related to the source of supply. 
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1 
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About 50 per cent of th~ green beans, more than 50 per 

cent of the potatoes, onions, cabbages, green peas, 

pumpkins, tomatoes, nnd about one-third of the cauli

nowers, squashes and sweet potatoes railed to the 4 

terminal markets were consigned to Johannesburg. The 

greater proportion of the squeaheB ( ... 17. 5 per cent) was 

railed to Cape Tovm and the greater proportion of cauli

floners; (36.6 per cent) was railed to Bloemfontein 

(Table 24). 

Except for potatoes, onions and tomatoes the municipal 

auction marl{ets received more than 95 per cont of the 

v2getables consigned to the~ terminal markets (Table 25). 

The supplies of vegetables to the ,1 terminal markets 

came mainly from the Transvaal and the Cape Province. The 

greater proportion of the potatoes, cabbages, green beans, 

pumpkins, green peas, tomatoes, squashes and sweet 

potatoes crune from the TransvaalJ onions and cauliflowers 

came largely from the Cape Province. Except for potatoes 

from the Orange Free State, bdh Natal and the .Orange Free 

State were unimportant as sources of supply of vegetables, 

vri thin the Union. Terri tori es outside the Union con

signed insignificant quantities of potatoes, green pea.a, 

tom~toes, green beans and onions to the 4 terminal 

markets ( Tnble 26). 

The bulk of the supply of vegetables railed to the 4 

terrainal markets came from relatively few districts. 

The most inportant single district from ,1hich supplies 

of the various vegetables were railed to the •:.1 terminal 

markets was BethaJ., Tvl., for potatoes and pumpkins; 

Cal.eden, G.P., for onions; Nelspruit, Tvl., for cauli

flowers, cabbages, green peas and sweet potatoes; 
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Barberton, Tvl., for green beans and squashes; and 

Letnba, Tvl., for tomntoes ( Table 27). 

Th'3 v0g0tablcs WcJre railed from a greater number of 

st~tions than wqs the case ~1:i. th fruit. The principal. 

consigning stations from v1hich a significant proportion 

of the vegetables v1as railed to the terminnl !:Vlrkets mere 

fov· in number ( Tabl0 28). 

Except for potatoes, onions, cauliflo~ers and tomatoes 

more than 95 per cent of the vegetables railed to Johan

nesburg were consigned to the auction market ( Table 29). 

More than 98 per cent of the vegetables, excluding 

potatoes and onions, railed to Cape Town was consigned 

to the auction market. About 19 per cent of the potatoes 

and about 11 per cent of the onions, mere railed to 

markDting agencies other thnn the municipal market 

(Table 30). 

Excluding potatoes and onions, about 98 per cent of the 

vegetables railed to Pr2toria was consigned to the auction 

murk0t. About 4 per cent of the potatoes and 5 per cent 

of the onions were consigned to marketing agencies other 

than the municipal market ( Table 31). 

Nearly equal proportions of potatoes and onions 15. 3 and 

15.5 per cent rGspectively and 6.6 per cent of the µumpkins 

railed to Bloemfontein, were consigned to marketing 

as0ncies other thnn the municipal mnrket. Of the other 

vegatablcs about 99 p,r cent of the quantity railed was 

consigned to the auction market ( Table 32). 

Except for onions from the Uape Province, and about 10 

pGr cent of the potatoes from the Orange Fr~a State, the 

bulk of the vegetables consigned to Johannesburg came from 

the Transvaal ( Table 33). 
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Nearly all the onions, cauliflowers, cabbages, green peas, 

and sweet potatoes railed to Cape Town crune from the Cape 

Province; 93 per cent of the tomatoes, 45 per cent of the 

potatoes, 40 per cent of the green beans, 34 per cent of 

the pumpkins and 50 per cent of the squashes, crune from 

the Transvaal ( Table 34). 

Except for onions from the Gape Province and the Orange 

Free State, the vegetables consigned to Pretoria came 

mainly from the Transvaal ( Table 35). 

Th0 Cape Province supplied the bulk of the cauliflowers 

and snoot potatoes, about ona--third of the onions, and 

approximately-· on0-fourth of the gr0~m peas and pumpkins 

r,'.].:iled to Blo0mfontein. The Orange Free State supplied 

the greater proportion of tho potntoes,nbout one-~ourth 

of the onions, and 30 per cent of the pumpkins railed 

to Bloemfont0in; th2 bulk of the cabbages, green beans, 

green peas, tomatoes and squashes came from the Transvaal 

( Table 36). 

Tha le~ding magisterial districts from which the greater 

proportion of the vegetables was railed to each of the 

markets vrerc relati vcly fe~n in number ( Figures 8 to 17). 

Of the vegatables rnilod to Johannesburg, onions travelled 

the gr2atcst distanco at 843 miles, whereas the bulk of 

tho other vegetables travelled distances varying between 

120 to 326 mil0s ( Tnble 38). 

Tomatoes rA.ilcd to Capo Town travelled the longest distance, 

1,312 miles. Gro :m bi")ans, potatoes, squashes, pumpkins and 

gr·oon peas railed to market travollod distances ranging 

from 467 to 802 miles. Onions, cauliflovi7ers and cabbages 

travolled r2latively short distances. ( Table 38). 
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Onions railed to Pretoria travelled the longest distance, 

namely 88L1 miles, whilst the distance travelled by the 

greater proportion of the other vGgetables railed to 

Pretoria rang0d from 154 to 286 miles ( Table 38). 

. 
Green beans and tomatoes railed to Bloemfontein travelled 

the longest distance, namely about 540 miles whereas the 

bulk of the other vegetables consigned to the market 

travGlled distances ranging from 219 to 479 miles (Table 38). 
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S .1., ,.Q, _ T I O N lll. 

OH~l'iJLJ.• 

™~J;.turo AGENQI ES· 

It has long been a oor.inon cause Mong growers and ooneumere 

that the cost of distribution is too high. The reasons advanced by both 

grovrers and consumers a.re that the r:iethods of distribution are ineffi

cient and wastcful and that the agencies concerned in the distribution 

make too large profits. The distributors ma.into.in that the inherent 

problems of distributing highly p13riaha.ble commodities, such as fresh 

fruit and vegetables, are little understood by 11rowers and consumers 

alike, and that competition among distributors leave but the barest 

margins to the trade. 

No clear cut answers have yet been given to these contentions, 

nor hus any nltern~tive method of distribution been developed that has 

unquestionably proved superior to the existing methods of distribution. 

When prices fall, the grower's interest in the costs of 

distribution rises. This is due to the fact that a change in the retail 

price has a violent effect on farm price. The inelastic marketing costs 

such as wages, salaries, transport and rent, adjust ther:1selves slowly 

to changes in the price level. Once the crop has been produced, the 

grower must sell, as the perishabili ty of □ost of the commodi ti cs he 

produces, prevents him froo holding his products on the farr.1 until euoh 

time as prices improve. In_ the event the grower suffers financially. 

In order to enable the grower to improve his returns, the 

Marketing Act ( ~ct No. 26 of 1937) provides for the establishment of 

Boards to administer marketing schemes for any of the specified products 

to which the provisions of the Act may be applied. In practice these 

schemes week to improve producer returns by enhancing the local price 

or improving the quality of the product, or by ensuring greater 

stability of prices (price fixation), or by reducing the distributive 

or manufacturing margin by elirtl.nating uneconomic practices, 
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centralising sales or rationalising processing industries. The 
(1 

Marketing Council in its annual report coamenta that it 11has been 

favourably impressed by the grovd.ng realisation among producers generally 

that the regulated disposal of their products must not be regarded as a 

means of according undue price assistance to farmers at the expense.of 

consuCTers, but as a conscious atte~pt~o eliminate waste and ineff:i.oienoy 

and to ensure greater stability to all concerned"• 

The object of these marketing schemes, introduced by meane of 

Darketing legislation, is therefore, largely directed towards achieving 

orderly distribution thereby to obtain economic equality for agriculture. 

There are, however, many praotical considerations to be weighed when in

troducing marketing scheoes by means of legislation, 

There is the effect with closely competitive or complementary 

products would have if legislation were enacted for certain products 

only. Thus, for example, marketing legislation for potatoes may not 

attain its objective because of the possibility that sweet potatoes 

may effectivaly compet0 against potatoes for the consumer's pound. 

The nature of the marketing scheme itself may introduce many 

practical difficulties of application and control. Schemes euch as 

proration of supplies, grade limitation, acreage control, variety pro,... 

ration, marketing areas or limitation of grades for canning, present 

numerous operative problems. 

Then there is the problem of safeguarding the consumer's 

interest by proven ting the farr.iers price of controlled com!fl.odi ties from 

rising to a level that would be inequitable to consumers. 

iU!lOng the considerations to be taken into account by the 

growers .. are I 

1) ~mnual Report of the National Marketing Council. I 1938/39 page 7. 
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1. The maintenance of controls may,in the long run, lead to 

a lo~ering in the level of demand for the controlled prochlct, because 

the fixed price for the controlled product nay stimulate the production 

of a substitute product. 

2. Production may increase in response to the price rise or 

stability of price offered by the control program, Without a corresponding 

change in demand. This Will, in the long run, cause the income of pro

chlcers to fall. In order to rectify such a situation the control program 

will havr~ to apply drastic lini tations, with corresponding harmful effects 

upon oroducers. 

Since the inception of marketing schemes under the Marketing 

~ct the following products have co~c under control I wheat, deciduous 

fruit, dried fruit, tobacco, maize, dairy products, citrus fruit, chicory 

and meat. 

A Regulatory Scheme for deciduous fruit was introduced in 

October 1939 and a Regulatory Scheme for citrus fruit was put into effeot 
(1 . 

in January 1940. In the Report of the National Marketing Council the 

Oouncil states 1 "The Boards (Deciduous and Ci true Boards) have as yet 

operated only during an inflationary period, and have, therefore, not had 

the opportunity of proving their worth during the full course of the 

price-,cycle". Whether the Boards will be able to operate successfully 

during a p~riod of large supplies and falling onces remain to be seen, 

The Deciduous Fruit Board controls the distritution of table 

grapes, pears, white-fleshed peaches and nectarines rroduced in the 

Western and South-Western Cape Province. The prices of these commodities 

are fixed by the Board at wholesale and retail levels. ~ panel of market 

agents, appointed by the Board, and by arrange~ent vr.i.th the market masters 

distributes the fruit at fixed prices to the trade via the municipal auction 

markets in Johannesbure, Cape Tom and Pretoria. The market master 

in Bloemfontein nets as the sole agent of the Board in that oity. 

1) Report of the National Marketing Council on the Marketing Boards, 
1938 to 19,.:16, page 2. 
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The Oi trus Board controls the distribution of oranges, grape, 

fruit nnd lemons marketed by growers who have orchards of 500 trees, or 

oore. The prices of th0so commodities are fixed at wholesale and retail 

level by the Board. Er1ployecs of the Board, in arrang0nent with the 

respective 1:1:1.rkot maRters distribute these fruits at fixed prices on the 

municipa .. l auction mnrkets of Johannesburg and Pr0tor-la. In Cape Town 

tho Board has its ovrn depot outside the market prcrtisee from w!µch fruit 

is distributed by personnel of the Board. In Bloemfontein the market 

r.10.star distributes the fruit as sole agent of the Board. 

The degree of diffusion of supplies throughout the country 

is not necessarily a good measure of effective and efficient dietribution. 

The most efficient forr. of distribution is the provision of supplies to 

the nearest consumers ~'-!ho are both vrilling and abl.~ to ;>ny th\3 highest 

price for the quality and type of procluct being sold. 

The factors which may singly, or in combination influaace the 

distribution of a fruit or vegetable crop are as follows a ..... 

Such cost is directly related to the distance of the individual 

grower from the consigning station 3.nd from the t2rminal r.1arket. A 

grower near a railhead and a particular market is able to sort his crop 

into more grades for his market than the more distant one. The cost of 

sorting, grading and packing the lower qualities for the distant 

producer nay be unocono~ical, because the lower grades cannot stand 

transport over a long distance as well as the top grades and, on arrival 

at the r.1arkct, nay realize such prices as would not oven cover the cost 

of grading and 9acking. 

The cost of transport and handling charges by the Railways is 

an important cost it2m to the producer. The price differential. for the 

same grade and quail ty of a product on different markets may not necessa

rily include the difference in the cost of transportation as between the 

markets concerned. i:iroducers may, therefore, tend to consign produce to 

the nearest terminal markat instead of soekin6 an outlet further afield. 
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The car.mission charged by market masters and market agents 

for handling produce varies at the different markets. Producers may, 

therefore, tend to sell their produce on those r:.mrkets where the costs 

are lowest. l:'roduce consigned to markets which have no direct rail 

connections have to be transportGd from the station to the !"1 arket 

at extra cost as in the case of I"retoria and Bloemfontein. Provincial 

authorities in the TransvaEtl levy an auction tax on all n1:sricultural 

car.modi tic':3 sold at auction on municipal markets in the :i:'rovince, but 

such a tax is not levied in tho other provinces. These costs are 

factors which riay influence a grower in deciding where to sell his crop, 

4. IY~ ... JJnd .,.Y.1J,J:J.~ty _ of .. ..J?.r_.Q£ll_g_t demandeiL . ...P.YJ 
n arti .. 9.!Jlar n4.r..,r'-...et. 

i~t some rJnrkets particular varieties, grades nnd sizes of a. 

co1lli:1odi ty aro in crenter de!:-i.and than at others. In selecting his points 

of distribution, the astute grower will, therefore, make due allowance 

for those characteristics. 

A terminal market, such as Johannesburg, the largest city in 

the Union vii th a highly industrialised population and large gold mines 

which provide steady eMploynent nnd regular inco□es to its employees 

obviously has a more consistent demand for large volumes of produce 

thnn a sraaller teminal market such as Bloer:G.fontein. Grovrers would, 

therefore, be nore likely to consign their produce to the larger market, 

because they mould thereby be placed in a more favourable position to 

dispose of all their supplies at better prices thnn if they supplied 

the smaller r.mrkets which are genernlly more sensitive to over supplies 

because of their nore restricted outlets. .rl. lnrge ter□inal r.iarket, such 

as Johannesburg, has many wholesalers nnd distributors who execute 

country orders and thereby increase the deMand for produce above the 

normal for the city itself. 
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6, ~rJJition of the _marketing seas..9.n. 

Variations in the duration of the marketing seasons affects 

the distribution of a crop. Growers can take advantage of being first 

on the Market with early crops or, where they have a long marketing 

season can consign supplies to distant markets which growers nearer to 

that market can no longer supply. The marketing season for peaches, 

plums, figs, grapes and other deciduous fruit grown in the Transvaal 

starts much earlier than that in the Cape Province. Producers in the 

Transvaal realise such excellent prices locally for these products that 

they do not concern themselves with distant markets as the demand on the 

large local markets exceeds the supply during the early part of the 

season. 

The many factors that may influence the distribution of a 

crop, allied to the buying habits of consumers and the practices of the 

trade, make the process of distribution a complicated and often risky 

enterprise. Before the introduction of any changes without seriously 

hampering and, possibly complicating the problem of distribution still 

further a careful study must be made of the nature of the problem, the 

functions and the cost of operation of the agencies concerned, 

Excluding the Deciduous Fruit Board and the Citrus Board, the 

principal distributing agencies of fresh fruit and vegetables in the Uni<11 

are the municipal markets, wholesalers, retailers and hawkers. The 

functions and services performed by the various marketing agencies and 

the cost thereof are the subject of much general adverse comment by the 

critics of distribution under a system of free enterprise. In this 

study factual data will be made available, which should aid all 

interested parties to acquire a cleaer understanding of the operation• 

of distributors of fresh fruit and vegetables. Such an understanding 

should materially assist in an approach to the problem of how to devise 

schemes for decreasing the costs of distribution of fresh fruit and 

vegetables. 
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The municipal markets are the main concentration points for 

fresh fruit and vegetables; and from these terminals the commodities are 

distributed by other marketing agencies. 

The market area in Johannesburg, Oape Town, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein, commonly referred to as the municipal market, consists of 

various f.1cili ties where buyers and sellers are able to meet for the 

purpose of trading in agricultural produce. The facilities that make up 

the municipal market comprise a 

1. The auction market. 

2. The farmers' market. 

3. Shops, stalls, offices and pwking spaces. 

Some of the salient features of the municipal markets under 

review are shov.n in Table 39. 

TABLE 39 SOME DESCRIPTIVE FEATURES OF THE JOHANNESBURG, CAPE TOWN, PRE
TORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL MARKE'I'S, 1948. 

1. D,ite when 
established 

2. Number of y0nrs 
in existence 

3. Ov.'ncr of site 
and f acili ti es 

4. City Oouncil com-
;rd. ttee controlling 
the market. 

I 

Johannes
burg 

1913 

36 

Oity 
council 

Parks and 
Estates 

Cape 
Tovrn 

1812 

137 

Oitv 
council 

Market 
com-
mi ttee 

:Pre
toria 

1918 

31 

Oity 
council 

Transport 
and 
market 

Bloemfon
tein 

1925 

24 

City 
council 

General 
purposes 
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Based on tho numbcr_of years that the market has been in 

existence on its present site, the Oape Town municipal market is the 

oldest one, having been in enstence for 157 years. The Johannesburg and 

?retoria markets have on their present site existed for 36 and 31 years 

respectively while the Bloemfontein market has operated for 24 years. 

A city counoil committee controls the market at each centre. In 

Johannesl~1rg the task of supervising the market has been entrusted to 

the Park,, and Estates Committee. In Pretoria the committee which super

vises transport also controls the municipal market, and in Bloemfontein 

the munieipo.l market is supervised by the general purposes committee. In 

Cape Town the Markets Committee supervises both the municipal market and 

the abbatoirs. 

It would seem that the practice of entrusting a committee With 

the task of' supervising several municipal departments, inclusive of the 

municipal market, is undesirable. The many problems connected with the 

policy of conducting, and the management, organisation, location and 

layout of the market, calls for the full-time and undivided attention of 

the authority in charge of the market. A committee which has to manage 

BENeral municipal departments must necessarily be faced with vexatious 

difficulties if it is to execute its market supervisory duties properly. 

I.he, .1,g.,c_a ti on~,k_a,_yp11,:t..,,..@..c\] .. a,.01,ll tie~ .. 
. 2.l,.t.n~e?- Mtw.J..siP,.~~,AuAtl_on lA~~~G..t~. 

From the standpoints of accessibility to all types of incoming 

and outgoing transportation, shortest time distance to local buyers, and 

sufficient area to provide plenty of room for facilities and parking, none 

of the four markets is satisfactorily located. The Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

municipal markots are located in the central area of the cities. The 

Johannesburg and Cape To~m markets, though away from tho centre, are 

located in busy sections of the city. No expansion of any of the four 

markets is possible on their present sites. In consequence, each of the 

nuthori ties is at present faced with the rroblem of moving its local 

mar1cet to a more favourable loco.ti on because the volume of conmodi ties 

han<lled has i~creased beyond the capacity of' its existing facilities. 
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Johannesburg and Cape Town have rail connections to~their 

respective markets. The Pretoria and Bloemfontein markets are not 

directly served by railway deliveries 'lrl.th the result that produce con

signed to these markets have to be carted from the mo.in line station. 

Buildings on each of the four si t~s are in good condition and 

well ventilated, but too small to handle the produce consigned to each, 

especially during peak seasons. The structure of the main auction 

building at Cape Town and the main auction hall and sheds at Johannes

burg provide tailboard--high platforms for railway and motor transport 

deliveries and for the loadings of buyers' vehicles. The Bloemfontein 

market has one platform at a slant where vehicles oan park lengthwise 

only for loading or off-loading. The Pretoria market has no tailboardi-

high platforms for loading or off-lauding. In the event of rE:r-aiting 

these markets the incorporation of covered-in platforms of adequate v.ridth 

in the new structures to expedite deli verles and loadings would be highly 

desirable. 

The parking areas provided by the Johannesburg and the Oape 
(1 

Town markets do not fully meet the demand, and at Pretoria parking 

apace is at a premium. The market at Bloemfontein has no special 

parking facilities and vehicles have to park in the streets bordering on 

the murkct. 

The Oape Tovrn and the Bloemfontein markets can be completely 

enclosed. The Johannesburg market can be partially enclosed, but no en

closure facilities are available on the Pretoria market. The complete 

enclosure of a market is desirable so that hours of entry, sale and 

delivery, can be enforced and ooportunitiee to pilfer minimized. 

~ •~-.... -•---··• . .-,r-·..,.·••-~··~.__.~.,...,_...-.- ... ~.=-9'~-. ._,..~ W W.¥ ---~·T·W-.......,.."1'9t""W-._....,..._.....,,...,....._.~~ 

~, During 1950 additional parking facilities were created opposite the 
market which has greatly relieved the pressure on parking space. 
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FIGURE 18. LAY-OUT OF THE JOHANNESBURG MUNICIPAL MARKET 
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FIGURE 19: LAY-OUT OF THE CAPE TOWN MUNICIPAL MARKET 
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FIGURE 20. LAY-OUT OF THE PRETORIA TuIUNICIP.AL l\t1ARKET 
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At each of the markets the floor space is divided into sections, 

each devoted to the sale of certain groups of commodities. This 

facilitates sales, in that 'buyers knov.r the section which provides for the 

sale of particular commodities, and do not h.:1\r to vraste time in 

looking for the place v:hore a particular kind c•f offering is being sold. 

In Johnnnesburg tho farmers' market is held daily, but in 

Cape Toom, Pretoria and Bloemfontein.on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 

Tho commodities sold on the farmers' markets are principally 

vegetables such as cabbages, cauliflovrers, lettuce, celery, carrots, beet, 

spinach, parsnips, turnips, leoks, radishes, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, 

onions and potatoes. 

The sales of produce begins in the early hours of the morning, 

generally from about 3 o'clock before the auction market opens and 

continues until such time as the sellers on the farmers' market have 

disposed of their produce or decide to transfer their unsold stocks to 

tha auction market. The extent to v.hich produce remaning unsold on the 

farmers' market is transferred to the auction market could not be est&-

bllshod, but from observation and inquiries made it would appear that the 

volume of transferred produce is very small. 

J oh~.u,.Q.§J:>JJ..r,g, 

The farmers' market in Johannesburg consists of 160 to 200 

tables in the fruit auction hnll. These tables are alloted daily to 

gr~ners who pay for the hire of the table for the morning, The value 

of the produce sold on the farmers' ~nrkct in Johannesburg during 1947/48 

was estimated by the oarket master at approxinately £300,000, on which 

he coll~cted £8,587 in hire fees. 

Although located on the site of th~ municipal market the 

faruers' market forms a separate entity. A section of the parking space 
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alongside the main market building providing for about 90 paricing epacea, 

is set aside for the motor vehicles of growers who sell their produce 

direct from these vehicles. Investigation showed that some of the 1nd1~ 

vi duals who used this f acili tt were country buyers who purchased produce 

direct from growers at the farm and resold the produce on the farmers 

market. A commieaion based on the\8lue of the produce* as estimated by 

the market master, is charged on all_produce brought by the seller to the 

farmers' mark~t. The Director of Markets estimated that the value of the 

produce brought to the farmers• market during 1947/48 was £248,340, on 

which he collected £8,085. 

f_r.,..ei_orJ.~ 

The farmers' market ia conducted in a special shed where 68 

tables are rented to growers on an annual basis. The lessee of a table 

has the option of renewing his lease, thus enabling him to maintain an 

indefinite right to that table. The demand for table space greatly 

exceeds the available supply, and because a lessee is able optionally to 

renew his lease, a newcomer has difficulty in obtaining a table. The 

lease of such a table has thus come to be regarded by the lessee as a 

valuable proprietary asset. 

No less than five individuals have secured leases of 2 tables 

each, and one individual has obtained leases of four tables. This would 

appear to be a most unsatisfactory state of affairs eince eix individuale 

have the right to 14 tables - nearly one-fifth of the amount of available 

table apace - when the known demand for these tables by far exceede the 

number available. 

The market authorities were unable to supply information on the 

value of produce sold on this farmers' market during 1947 /48, but, after 

consultation with the offioex-in-churge of the local office of the 

Division of Economics and Markets, market agents and lessees of tables, 

the writer estimated that value at approximately £90,000. The rental 

collected by the market authorities for these tables amounted to £.1.,455 

during 1947 /48. 
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The farmers' market on the Bloemfontein municipal market is 

' conducted in the retail market hall. Ninety-eight tables are available 

to bona fido growers who hire the tablas from the market authorities. The 

value of the produce sold on thG farmers' market during 1947/48 was 

estimated by the market master to have been £Al,075 on which the market 

authorities collected £3,466. 

MUNI C1flak . AV.P 11 ON MAli\WIS 

The South Africa Act of 1909 (Act No. 9 of 1909) provides in 

section 85, (lX) that each of the four Provincial Councils may make 
(1 

Ordinances on matters concerning local markets• The provincial councils 

of the provinces have in turn delegated their authority over local markets 

to local authorities with the proviso that the regulations governing the 

local municinal market are subject to approval by the Provincial Authority 

concerned. In practice, however, the Provincial authorities exercise no 
(2 

jurisdiction over a municipal market. As reported by one Commission 

"the scrutiny of draft market by-laws submitted by any local authority is 

in practice confined to an examination as to their not being ultra-vires, 

or patently undesirable, or unjust to any section of the community". 

The local authority of a city is constituted by councillors who 

are elected for a 3-year term of office, one-third of their number being 

elected annually. The various committees appointed to manage the 

affairs of the ~our cities are composed of these elected councillors. 

Membership of these commi tteea, however, varies c,,nsiderablya 

1. Elections are conducted on local party lines, and the 

party in power may vacy from year to year with a. resultant 

annual change in the composition of a committee. 

~:.-.:-a.r, . . .....----~W'""S""l'a:~~.-at~-...-~~--.r ..... J. ..... ~ ......... ~~·---•··•~~~- ~-~~~:;w":~": ... 

~, The local markets consist of the municipal auction market, the 
farmers' market and attendant facilities which com:[rl.tte the municipal 
market. 

2) Report of the Transvaal Municipal M~rkets Commission 1959, paragraph 
34. 
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2. A councillor, whose term of office has expired, may 

possibly not offer himself for re-election, or may not be 

re-elected at a subsequent election, or, if re-elected, 

may not necessarily be re-appointed to the committee on 

which he had previously served. 

This variation in membership, so characteristic of these 

comrui:ttees, presents a grave problem,for it is difficult~ if not 1opoasible, 

for such a comr.1lttee to formulate and execute a policy of assured oon

tinui ty. A reversal of policy, a vacillating attitude, or the application 

of stop-gap measures to marketing problems cannot supply much needed 

solutions. 

Member~hip of these committees under such circumstances tends to 

influence members to adopt short term policies which, when applied to 

such local marketing prollems as the location of the Market, size and 

nature of the facilities to be erected and whether or not rail connections 

should be provided, are highly unsatisfactory since these problens re

quire long-term plnnning. Moreover, lack of uniformity in market by

laws, hours of sale, form of administration, conduct of sales and 

charges levied at the individual municipal markets, each controlled by 

a committee which acts independently of other municipal market 

comrni ttees, precludes the exercise of that highly desirable unity of 

practice in any efficient national mnrketing system. 

While recognising that due to local condi ti one, certain minor 

differences in tha administrijtion of the various municipal ~arkets are 

inevitably to be expected,there appears to be no reason why any major 

differences, should exist in the by-laws, concerning auction salE:e and 

conduct of those sales on municipal narkets. Of the greatest importance 

too, is that complete unanimity should be roached on the general policy 

of conducting nunicipal markets. 

The suggestion is, therefore, nade that a conference of 

representatives of the Department of Agriculture, local authorities, 

the South African Agricultural Union, the Market Agents' Association, 

and the Wholesale and Retail trade, be called to discuss and lay down a 

general policy for conducting nunicipal auction markets, and tl;:t draft 
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a set of rules and regulations to secure uniforr.rl.ty of practice in the 

operation of those markets. The reconmendations of this conference should 

be enacted in the Provincial Statutes to ensure against wilful departures 

from the Regulations by local authorities. 

~other recommendation is that the suoervision of each municipal 

market - 1.e. the auction and farmers' market - should be in the hands 

of a local committee co□posed of duly authorised representatives of 

the local authority concerned, the Department of Agriculture, the South 

dfrican ~ricultural Union, the wholesalers, retailers, and hawkers, the 

narket agents, consumers, and the South African Railways. 

' 
The jurisdiction of this committee should cover all matters per-

taining to the market with powers of enforcement of the Regulations 

officially pro□ulgated and enforcible by the committee. One of the 

powers of such o. committee should be the ir.1posi tion of fines, or the 

temporary or permanent suspension of defaulters from operation on the 

r.mrket, or both. 

The direct charge of a municipal market ( and therefore of the 

auction market) is vested in a market master and his staff all of whom 

are employees of the local authority. The jurisdiction of the narket 

r.1aste1"' is circumscribed in regulations compiled by the local authority 
and pronulgated by the provincial authority 

/concerned. It is the duty of the market master and his staff to carry 

out these regulations by exercising such control and supervision as is 

deemed necessary. 

The form of sales officially permitted on the sale&-floors of 

the ind.i vidual municipal auction marketG varies according to the 

marketing centre as follows 1-

l_,OhJ!llll,S?J3_burg. All sales are to be conducted by public auction, excepting 

live poultry from crates in a section of the mar.ket set aside by the 

market master for out-of-hand poultry sales. 

Sales by public auction and out-of-hand. Market agents who 

operate on the market are permitted to sell all produce except bananas, 

watermelons and poultry out-of-hand on the auction sales floors during 

prescribed hours. 
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Sales by public auction, but any parson vrho has purchased 

produce at public nuction may conduct out-of-hand sales on the auction 

snles floors in an area set aside for such purposes by tho market 

i:1astcr in the sh2d 'li'lhere the auction took place. The out-of-hand 

sales by buyers may only take place after all the produce in the section 

:in which such a ·oerson purchn.sed such produce has beon put up for auction. 

Blo_e_J;!.f .. Qn .. t~.m• Sales by public auction, but tho market master may permit 

out-of-hand selling by an owner or a market agent on the auction sales 

floor after the articles have been submitted to ~ublic auction and aJ.l 

salesmen have L3ft, the market area. 

Al though sn.lef3 by public auction are common to ench of these 

~arkets, the conduct of all sales is not identical at all four markets, 

nor is tho permissable form of out-of-hand sales similar. At Johannes

burg out-of-hand sales on the auction sales floors is forbidden, but 

does occur. At Pretoria a p~ is permitted to sell out-of-hand on 

the auction nal0s floor subject to cortuin restrictions. The out-of

hand snles allowed on the auction sales floors at Bloemfontein are to 

facilitate the disposal of unsold offerings at auction, but at Cape Town 

the out-of-hand sales on the auction sales floors is an integral part 

of the .§.Y.S.t~~ of sales in operation on that market. 

From the point of view of the producer who consigns produce 

to these markets the variation in selling practices on the different 

markets and on each market is unsatisfactory. It creates a doubt in 

his mind as to whether the consign~ent was sold to best advantage, for 

he is in no position to judge whether the auction or out-of-hand sales 

would have realized a better price. 

The tolerance of ~1t-of-hand sales by buyers on the sales noore 

of tho auction markets nppears to be an unsound practice. As stated, 

this practice is pornitted under certain provisos on the Pretoria markat 

but it has been observed that sales by buyers on this market occur vri tlr-

out due observation of these provisos. On the Johannesburg auction 

r:w.rket buyers illegally ,➔ ell ou t-of-hnnd E:1.J-_~_t_._the auctJ.: ... 9..!L§-9..lJJ.§.,~ 

~tJ~l. . .:in •. ~DI.PE..r~J:l .. s.Jw:tJ1~e.£ ... _doym,~ .t,.h9 );i1.i);9§~J'lo.9J:,. 
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The objections to buyers selling out-of-hand on the auction 

sales floors .9.re I 

1. Buyers are drawn avrny fron the public auction sales. 
This reduces the number of bidders and weakens 

co□pEiition at these sales. 

2. It encourages speculation in that the buyer, by paying 
a small overnight storage charge, can, with the minimum 
of cost, put up unsold quantities at auction the 
fo"!J.o•wing day without having removed the produce from 
the sales f1 oor. 

3. Unsold qunn ti ti es left overnight on the sales floor 
encroach on the n.vailabiUty of space for produce which 
arrives overnight. 

4. Unsold produce of a buyer left on the market for re-sale 
at auction the f.ollowing day nay be stacked in a more 
favourable posi ti.on in the rotation of sales than the 
newly arrived produce. 

5. Sold quantities of produce kept on the sales floor give 
other buyers a distorted inpression of supplies available 
and affect tho bidding. 

6. Unsold produco of poor quality left on the market for sale 
tho following day give buyers the impression that the 
quality of tho offerings is poor which has a depressing 
effect on prices. 

7. Buyers who sell out-of-hand on the auction market have 
an unfair advantage over legitimate wholesalers who 
have their prer.1ises away from the market. The overhead 
costs of the for~er are considerably lower and they talce 
advantage of the natural concentration of sr.iall buyers on 
the rmrket. 

8. Such dealers impose on the dearth of space on the already 
crowded market. 

9. ~no prices which are in competition with each other, are 
caused to exist on the market. particularly when there is 
a sharp rise in the price above that of the preceeding 
dcy. 

Both market agents and buyers sell out-of-hand on the auction 

sales floor of the municipal narkets. At Pratoria where buyers are per

mi ttod to sell ou t-of-han.d, no control is exercised by the municipal 

au thori tics over their sales, At the other municipal □arkets, ou t--of

hand sales by buyers on the nuction sales' floor is not permitted, but 

arf3 nevertheless illegally conducted. 

Out-of-hond sales by market agents in Cape Town a.re partially 

controlled in that the ngont must hand the buyer two slips on which the 

sale is recorded, The buyer presents the two slips to an official of 

the market ma.st€:.!'' s staff, vrho, after receiving the amount stated on the 
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fJlip, stanps the slips with an official, dated stanp, and returns one 

slip to tho buyer. The buyer presents the franked slip to the market 

agent as proof of paynEmt and is then allov,ed to r0r.1ove his purcha.aes. 

This for□ of sale has the disadvantage that it still does not 

prevent connivance bebr.reen the buyer and the agent and that the price 

paid by the buyt;r i.s not generally knori:1n to the other buyers. 

The re6'11lat.ions of the Bloer.1fontoin market require that out

of-hnnd sales on tl~e auction floor by an owner or market agent r.1ust be 

reported to the market r.:i.aster by the r.1arket agent, or owner, after com-, 

pletion of the sale. No direct fom of control is exercised by the 

market author:i ties. A market agent at Bloemfontein has ndmi tted to the 

,,·rt ter that buyc~rs arriving late at the narket obtained their supplies 

outr--of-hand from hiP.1, and that the sale is not passed through the 

r:inrkot books but recorded as a sale direct from his store. From the 

point of view of a consignor, such transaction is open to irregulrti ties 

regarding the aotual price realised. 

Market agents on the Johannesburg rw.rket are perni tt ed to sell 

poultry ou t-of-hnnd in a special section set aside on the market for 

this purpose. Ou t-of-hnnd sales of all other kinds of produce by 

market agents on the auction market in Johannesburg is prohibited. In 

Pretoria, the outr-of-hand sales of any kind of produce by market agents 

on the auction market is totally forbidden, Nevertheless these sales 

do occur, and the agent reports the sale to the auctioneer who then 

writes out the sales slip. • 

The reason for out-of-hand sales by agents on a market whero 

such seales ara not perr.1itted can be a.scribed to the follov.1.ng a-

1. Buyers are unable to attend all the auction sales that 
are simultaneously conducted at various points on the 
market. Unsold offerings often remain at the auction 
sale, or the reserve price is not realised, due to 

the absence of buyers ~;vhom the agent considers capable 
and willing to purchase the offering at the price he 
has in mind. The agent then av1a.i ts, or. seeks out, 
potential buyers and, by the time he has negotiated a 
1

sale, the auctioneer has r1oved on to a different section 
so that the only alternative left to the agent is to 
put through an out-of-hand sale. 
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2. Buyers arrive late on the market. Unsold offerings 
are still available but the a.uctioneer is busy at 
nnother point of snle and the buyer is usually in 
a hurry. In order not.to miss the snle the ngent 
will sell out-of-hand. 

There is nothing inhermtly wrong with an out-of-hand sale 

by a rwrke:, agent provided the transaction is truly accounted for. The 

problem which presents itself is the prevention of □al-practices by the 

agent at the cost of tho consignor. 

The forn of control exercised ovr::.r out-of-hand sales by 

ngants on the Cape Town r:mrket is practicable tmd al though it appears 

to be 01.,1:m to abuse, as indicated above, the evidence does not show 

that the agents makn any noticeable misuse of the out-of-hand sales 

pernitted on that nnrket. 

The nuctiorwers omployed on the r.mnicipnl auction markets are 

either pernanent or tomporary enployees of the council. The permanent 

employees who act as auctioneers may be of tv.ro classes 1-

1. Those eoplo:red solely as auctioneers. 

2. Those seconded. fror:1 other r.nmicipal dopartmonts who act 
as auctioneers during Llarkct sales hours and thereafter 
return to thei:r• respective departmentnl duties. These 
employees are renur.1.0rated on a per diem basis for their 
auctioneering 't;:rork over and abov11, and cease duty after 
the close of the market. ( tneir basic salaries) 

The ability of these r.wrket auctioneers in general to perform 

their duties satisfactorily was subj octed to much unfavourable cri ticil'm 

by the market agents, nnd from observation the criticism appears to be 

justified. Whereas each auction market had several auctioneers of 

outstanding ability, the majority were mediocre. The mediocrity of 

these auctioneers can be ascribed to1 

1. Lack of training. 

2. Lack of incentive. As the auctioneers are employees of 
the municipality, their jobs are for all practical 
purposes assured in that dismissal from service would 
only take place if they were found guilty of flagrant 
breaches of conduct. In addition the salary scales are 
fixed, and the scope for improvement is limited. 
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5. Low salarlesl these cannot attract the best men 
for the job. 

4. Poor selection• The knack of auctioneering ia 
partly acquired. A good auctioneer is born and 
if properly trained, becomes a craftsman in his 
vocation. 

6. Improper supervision I Constant strict supervision 
of the conduct of·auctioneers by a qualified 
auctioneer during sales would materially assist to 
bring about a higher standard of salesmanship. 

A direct result of the low standard of auctioneering on the 

-municipal auotion markets has been that the market agents have come to 

the assistance of the auctioneer and it is largely due to their prompting 

of the auctioneers and canvassing of buyers that the auction sales have 

attained the standard existing at present. On his own initiative the 

market agent has become an integral and valuable part of the sales 

organisation on tha auction market a."ld. contributes much to the suceess 

of the auction sales. 

The method of selling by auction claims several well-known 

advantages t-

1. Public conduct of the sales inspires confidence in that 
the buyers and distant growers know the prices received 
for the good~ 

2. Greater quantities of produce can be more rapidly moved 
to the consumer by the auction method than by private 
sales. 

4. 

5. 

6 
' 

7. 

8. 

9. 

The meeting of demand and supply factors in the auction 
establishes a price that will move the products into 
distribution channels. 

The auction buyer must be prepared to protect his own 
purchases by bidding on other produce similar to that 
which he had bought so that his competitors do not make 
purchases of the same products at considerably lower 
prices. 

Available supplies can be disposed of in one day, which 
is more satisfactory in the long run. 

Retailers know what the wholesalers paid and can, therefore, 
limit the wholesalers 1 profit. 

Fewer salesmen are needed to sell by auction than at 
private sales. 

A wide range in selection of grades and sizes is possible, 

Prices realised by auction can be more easily and accurately 
reported than by private sales. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 91 -

In big cities the method is the best adapted for the quick 

distribution of highly perishable fruit to consumers With the minimum 

of waste of time and involving the lowest number of middlemen. 

Low quality fruit and vegetables will not realise a good price 

on an auction market been.use the demand is for a product of a high 

qua.li ty standard. The greatest advantage is obtained at auction sales 

when a steady supply is available under a definite mark or brand in 

I 

sufficient volume throughout the season, or year. 

In general, vegetables are poorly adapted for sale by auction· 

because of the difficulties in grading the products. The most suitable 

oommodi ties for sale by auction are citrus and deciduous fruit which can 

relatively easily be standarisod in grades. 

Tho disadvantages claimed for the method may be summarised as 

follows 1-

1. Buyers who have to wait for the sale of those 
lines in which they are interested, waste much 
valuable time. 

2. The auction may be used as a dumping ground for 
products of poor quality which may thus exercise a 
depressing effect on the general level of prices 
realised. 

3. On small markets the auction may not receive the r1;r 
quired support and low prices 'Will result at the sales. 

4. By extending the sale over a few days a better price 
may be obtained by means of private sales. 

5. It makes for a ''Buyer's" market because buyers are 
well informed as to the available supply. 

6. By combining buyers may be able to control or influence 
prices • 

.Al though there is substance in some of the points raised by 

the critics of the method 7 it would appear that the most important factor 

necessary to determine the success of the operation of t~is method of 

selling by auction is the size of the market. A large terminal market 

patronised by many buyers, representing all forms of demands, ensures 

the keenest competition and the most rapid movement of the products 

into distribution. 
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As conducted at present, however, the auction sales 

could be greatly expedited. Buyers have little time to inspect the 

produce before the sales oonmence, and it is not uncommon for buyers 

to inspect offerings for tho first time while the auction is actually 

in progress. In many instances the market agent will display by hand 

samples of the offering during the salo so that buyers can obtain an 

idea of the quality of tho product. To a very large extent, and 

especially in the case of vegetables, buyers roly on the market agent's 

assurances regf.xding the quality offered. 

An area especially set aside on the auction sales floor 

where mnrket agents could t\isplay samples of each consignment for in

spection by buyers would materially assist buyers and expedite sales. 

The consignment could then be auctioned on the basis of the samples 

submitted. Such a system operates at present on the Cape Town market 

where potatoes, onions and sweet potatoes arc sold in this manner. The 

possibility of extending this Dractice to other products appears worth

while exploring. 

The form of accounting of sales by auction is la.id down in 

the Public Auctions and Transactions in Livestock and Produce Act, of 

1925 ( Act No. 22, of 1925) as amended by Act No. 4, of 1930. The 

relevant section reads as follows•-

"Sec. &(b) 

by auction shall -

Every auctioneer conducting a sale of livestock 

forthwith after the conclusion of the auction make out and 

deliver or transmit to each seller a sales note showing legibly --
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

The name of the seller; 

The name of the purchaser 

The number and description of the animals sold. 

The prices at which these animals were sold • 

The deduction which the auctioneer in terms of the arrange
ment between him and the seller, or in the absence of such 
an arrangement, of the custom of the trade, is permitted 
to make from the purchase price and retain for his 
commission and for all bona fide charges actually and 
necessarily incurred by him in respect of the transaction, 
including railage, feeding, weighing, driving fees, 
post and telegraph charges and insurance or indemnity 
premiums: 
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Provided that if a sale is effected partly by public 
auction and partly by private treaty the deduction herein 
mentioned shall be shown on completion of such sale, and 

(vi) the nett amount due to the seller". 

These provisions also apply to sales b~y t.1uction of agricultural 

produce as defined in Section 12 of the Agriculture Bxport .let, 1917 

(Act No. 35, of 1917), as amended by Section 11 of the Agricultural Pro

ducts Grading Act, 1922 ( Act No. 16, of 1922), and further includes 

fruit, wool, mohair, and ostrich feathers. 

The Public Auctions and Transactions in Livestock and Produce 

Act further provides that '"vhenever an auctloneer, agent or factor has, 

on behalf of any person, sold agricultural produce on a market which is 

under the control of a local authority, he shall within seven days 

thereafter submit to such person a statement of the prices realised for 

such produce, which shall bear the signature or official stamp of the 

market master or other person in charge of such market"• 

The regulations governing the Johannesburg municipal auction 

market require that the name of the buyer must be shown on the market 

note only if a credit sale is made. The regulations governing the 

Bloemfontein municipal auction market do not make it ebligatory that 

the name of the buyer must be shown on the market note. Excluding the 

exceptions noted above regarding the inclusion of the name of the buyer 

on the market note, the market authorities and the agents comply With 

the proVisions of the Act regarding the accounting of sales. In the 

majority of cases payments to consignors are made daily unless othe~ 

wise requested by the consignors. 

The existing municipal markets at Johannesburg, Oape Town, 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein have their beginnings in the primitive farmers' 

markets of the past. When these cl ties wero small towns, producers in 

the immediate vicinity supplied produce to the townspeople. The farmot.s 

came to town by waggon or cart and either hawked their produce or fora-

gathered at some central locality, made available by the town authorities, 

and sold their produce direct to the consumer. 
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The rapid increase in the population of these towns brought 

about a greater demand for Droduce which the producers in the immediate 

vicinity could not meet with adeuqa.te supplies all the year round. By 

the opening up of new areas of the interior with different seasons of 

production, whore commodities could be more economicaJ.ly or competitive~y 

produced because of the relative advantages such as soil, climate, topo

graphy and improved transportation enjoyed by thas-o distant producers, 

new and greater sources of supply wore made available for the cities. 

The produce we.a sent to the cities but the producer could no longer 

personally market his own produce because of the far distance that 

separated him from the consumer. 

Some central facility with the requisite supervision we.a 

needed to receive the supplies consigned by the distant growers and to 

serve as a point of distribution to consumers. And so the respective 

town authorities came to begin and develope their local markets. At 

first the right to conduct a market was··· leased to private indi vi.duals 

or companies. Eventually the local authorities took over their individual 

markets completely and municipal controls is the rule at the present day. 

The market agents and kindred agencies and dealers set up their premises 

on, or near, the market areas which thus became the centre of trading 

for those engaged in the produce business. 

Other factors which contributed towards developing the 

municipal markets into central markets are 1-

Ib..Q.,_,bJ.l,yipg Pl:lb1 ts of~.,.11P.-Y-J.11e_.~J3, • The "small-unit, ~iide-variety 

buying habit" of the consumer requires that a. retailer should carry en 

extensive variety of conmodities to meet tho consumer's fancy. The 

wholesaler, in turn, requires that a wide variety and large quantities 

of the product should be assembled at one central spot where he can 

select the requirements to meet the demand of his clients. In addition, 

the wholesaler likes to shop around so as to get the feel of the market 

regarding quantity, quality and price, and obtain his day's requirements 

in the shortest possible time. 

The market agents, again want to ensure as great a concentration 

of buyers, representing all typos of demand, as is possible at the auction 

sales in order to maximise competition among them and to sell all their 

offerings .. 
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Existing regulations provide for the com,ulsory grading of 

potatoes, eggs, meat, apples, pears, peaches, nectarines, plums, grapes, 

oranges, grapefruit, lemons and naartjies sold in those areS3defined 

by Government proclamations. 

Under the National Mark Scheme a grower can voluntarily eMtt 
(1 

certain produce at the far8 according to grades baaed on specified 

standards laid down by the Department of .i\griculture. On arrival et 

the terminal market Government inspectors inspect the produce, and 

if the grading conforms to the standards laid down, the grades are con

firmed and the produce is sold according to the grades. 

Thus the only graded fresh fruit and vegetables that appear 

on the auction markets are those that are voluntarily submitted under 

the National Mark Scheme and those which grO\IVers by regulation are com

pelled to grade. 

The proportion that graded sub-tropical fruit and vegetables 
.. (2 

constituted of the total valu~ of all sub-tropical fruit and orincipal 

vegetables sold on the four municipal auction markets during 1947/48 

are shown in Table 40. 

TABLE 40 PROPORTION THAT GRADED SUB-TROPICAL FRUIT AND GRADED VEGETABLE'S(2 
CONSTITUTED OF TOTAL VALUE OF SUB-TROPICAL FRUIT A.1\JD PRINCIPAL 
VEGETABL&S SOLD ON THE JOHANNESBURO,OAPE TOVVN,PR~ORIA AND BLOEM
PONTEIN MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKErS, RESPECTIVELY, 1947 /48. 

Municip~=-r. ... * ••• ~ra,p.~:SJ:i!i:.t.r201car--fi}l~ti -rr-r-·~n~~r~~-;,_eie-.tp.~l .. ~A 
auction Proportion of total value Pronortion of total 
market of all sub-tropical fruit value of principal 

sold vegetables sold 

---=~~---.,.~-or-~-·-P e7c*e~tag~~~-~~~-~=-ir-s--~=-~Pei-c~ t~ge 
Johan..."1esburg 4. 5 48.4 
Cape Town 42.6 
Pretoria 3. 9 48. 5 
Blo2mfontein 0.4 45.3 

1) Vege;t.Jil...QL~} Beet,cabbages, cauliflowers,carrots,cucumbers,green beans, 
green peas, garlic,green mealies, marrow, onions, pumpkins, sweet 
potatoes, spinach, tomatoes. 

I.,ruj.1,1 Avocados ,bananas, cherries, guavas,granadillas,papaws, pine
applas,sweet melons, strawberries,watermelons. 

2) Potatoes, cauliflowers, green beans, green peas, cabbages,pumpkine, 
sweet potatoes,tomatoes, onions, carrots, beet. 
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At all four auction markets sale of compulsory graded 

potatoes constituted the greater proportion of the value of graded 

vegetables in respect of the total value of the principal vegetables 

sold. The proportion represented by the value of compulsory graded 

potatoes in relation to the total value of the principal vegetables 

sold is shown in Table 41. 

TABLE 41 PROPORTION REPRESENTED BY GRADED POTATOES IN RELATION TO VALUE 
OF PRINCIPAL VEGErABLES SOLD ON THE JOPANNESBURG, CAPE TOWN, 

PRErORIA A.ND BLOEMFONTF..JN MUNICIPAL AUCTION MA.RKETS,1947 /48. 

Municipal 
auction 
market 

Johannesburg 
(1 

Cape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

Proportion 
that graded 
vegetables 
were of value 
of principal 
vegetables 

Percentage 

48.4 

42.6 

48.5 

45.3 

Proportion 
that potatoes 
were of value 
of principal 
vegetables 

Percentage 

M.7 

42.6 

45.2 

37.7 

Pvoportion that 
~raded vegetables 
C excluding pota
toes were of 
value of princi
pal vegetables 

Percentage 

9.7 

o.o 
3.3 

7.6 

1) The National Mark Scheme did not operate on the Cape Town Market 
during 1947/48. Proportions represent compulsory graded potatoes 
only. 

The percentage volume of various fruit and vegetables in 

relation to the total volume of these commodities sold under the 

National Ma.rlc Scheme on the municipal auction n:arkets is shown in 

Table 42 I 
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TABLE 42 PERCENTAGE OF VARIOUS FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SOLD UNDER THE 
NATIONAL MARK SCFEME IN TERMS OF TPE TOTAL VOWME OF THESE 
OO~t.ri.:ODITIES SOLD ON THE 30F.ANNESBURG,P.REr0RIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKETS, 1947/48. 

Commodity 

Papaws 

Mangoes 

Tomatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Orean beans 

Green peas 

Sweet potatoes 

a:::: .. z 

M.inicipal auction market 

Johannesburg 

8.0 

4.6 

7.8 

Pretoria 

Percentage of total 

9.9 

Bloamfontein 

0.4 

4.0 

o.7 

2.8 

9.0 

12.0 

From tables 40, 41 and 42 it is evident that both by value 

and volume the bulk of sub-tropical fruit and vegetables, other than 

potatoes, sold on the four municipal markets, is ungraded. Due to the 

pyhsical characteristics of p0rishable products, grading and standardi

zation is a difficult task. Irrespective of the standards laid down 

by the Government, buyers still want personally to inspect the offerings, 

even though they are graded. This is mainly due to (1) Lack of full 

confidence by the trade in the cbrrectnesa of tho grading, (2} the fact 

that tho personal element makes for variations in the standards laid 

down, (3) the desire of a buyer personally to ensure that his purchases 

conform to the requirements of his trade. 

This means in effect that the offerings, although graded, 

must be bought into the market for personal inspection by the buyers, 

This is a most important factor in facilitating sales and requiras the 

centralisation of offerings on a market. 
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perishable nature of most fruit and vegetables is difficult and expensive 

to counteract. Ripe produce requires very rapid movement into con

sumption. A central market ,where buyerP, representing all classes of 

trade, congregate, materially aseists the rapid distribution of ripe, 

and even overripe produce. 

2. ~_jfµ_nl,~~!~k ~~ _§JL..A l.AQ.!01'. ,lp$j:;_h~ 
W-. .c~,.~h.2~· . 

The function of the price making process is 1-

1. To determine the value of a particular quantity of a 
good, and 

2. The value of a particular quantity of a good compared 
With the value of anothei .. quantity of the same good. 

A central mar.ket, such aa a ~unicipal market, assists in this 

price making function in that the forcee of supply and demand are sharply 

brought together at a central point. Several conditions must, however, 

exist on a central me.rket if it is to represent prices correctly. They 

are , 

1. A sufficiently large ,volume of trade in that 
goods ie required so that it should be a represen
tative sample of trading in such goods. 

2. Prices on the central market should be reported 
accurately. 

3. Reports on prices must be disseminated daily and 
quickly. 

4. Grades must be well understood. 

The proportionate volume of vegetables and sub-tropical fruit 

sold on the four municipal auction markets in terms of these commodities 

marketed domestically in tho Union durinc 1947 /48 is shown in Table 43t 
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TABLE 43 PROPORTION THAT VOLUME OF VEOETABLES AND SUB-TROPICAL FRUIT 
SOLD ON TFE JOHANNmBBURO, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 

MUNICIPAL AUCTION· !l'.:.iRKffi WERE OF THClSE IvlAH{ETED lXHJimSTIC.A.LLY 
IN THE UNION, 1947/48. 

M.iRKETED 

Commodity Domestically 

Vegetables 

8u~· ... tropi cal 
frUl. t 

1191 

(1 Four municipal 
auction markets 

'000,000 lb. 

489 

58 

. . -
Proportion sold 
on the four 
muni cl.pal markets 

Percentage 

41.0 

35.6 

l) Weight of domestically marketed produce as estimated by the Div:lsion 
of Economics and Marketa, Department of Agricultlre, Union of South 
.A.frica. 

About 41 per cent of the vegetables and about 36 per cent of 

the sub-tropical fruit marketed domestically during 1947/48 was sold 

on the four municipal auction markets under review ( Table 43). 

Price reporting of the sales on the municipal auction markets 

is done by officers of the Di vision of Economics and Marketa. 'lbe lowest 

and the highest price realisee ~or each kind of oommodi ty per type 
• 

of container and grade ( where eXistant) is daily extracted from the 

mamet masters sales notes; the weighted average price realised for each 

kind of product according to grade ( Whfre e:x:i.atent), and per eaoh 

type of container, is calculated, and the number of each type of container 

of each kind of product sold is aB•ertained. This information le then 

cast into report form and submitted daily to the South African Broad

casting Oorpor&tion for dissemination. 

As the quantities sold and prices realised are eXtracted 

directly from the market masters' sales notes, accuracy of reporting le 

beyond doubt. Errors in calculation are reduced to a minimum as great 

care is exercised in preparing the raport, hence mistakes aeldom occur. 
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Except Sundays, market reports are broadcast twice daily from 

Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape Town, and once daily from Bloemfontein. 

The twice daily broadcasts are divided into the early mer.ring 

and midday market reports, Depending on the day and the time of day, 

the broadcasts are sant out either in tho form of a price report, or ae a 

review of the market or a combination of both. The price report adv:tses 

listeners on the quantities sold, and the lowest, highest and weighted 

average prices realised. The roView gives a qualitative description 

of the volume of offerings, the market trend a.~d a general indication 

of the quality of the offerings. The daily broadcast from Bloemfontein 

consists of a midday report only. The times of broadcast and the 

nature of the market report bro~dcast for each of the markets under review 

are as follows •-

Reports on these two markets are broadcast in Afrikaans on 

Mondays, Wednesdays A.nd Fridays, and in Englisla on 'fuesdays, Thursdays 

and Saturdays. The reports broadcast on the var.ious days comprise•-

1, Morning report at 8 a. m. Mondays. 

a. Rei:• ti ti on of the Saturrlay midday review of the 
Johannesburg market over the past week. 

b. Report on the lowest, highest and weighted average . 
prices realized for produce on the Johannesburg 
market during past week. 

2. Midday report at 2 p.m. Mondays. 

Price report for sales on the Johannesburg market 
up to midday and the complete price report of 
sales on the Pretoria market for the day. 

3. Morning report at 8 p.m. 'fu es days to Saturdeys. 

a. Final price report for sales on the Johannesburg 
market during previoue day. 

b. Review of the 9 terminal auction markets for 
fre::sh produce. 

4. Midday report at 2 p.m. Tuesdays to Fr.id.aye 

a. Review of morning cond1. tions on the Johannesburg 
market. 
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b. Price report for sales~~ +.~A Johannesburg 
market up to midday and the complete price 
report for sales on the Pretoria market for 
the day. 

Midday report at 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

a. Review of the Johannesburg market over the week. 

b. Report on the lowest, highest and weighted 
average prices realised for produce on the 
Johannesburg market during the week. 

In addition, a price report for markets on the East Rand is 

broadcast during the morning reports on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

and a market bulletin for houseWives is broadcast at 11 a.m. on Thursdays. 

A market report is broadcast from Cape Town daily, except 

Sundays. The report is broadcast in English and in .Afrikaans on alternate 

days and consists oft-

1. 

2. 

Morning report at 8 a.m. Mondays. 

Repetition of the previous Saturday's midday 
review of the Cape Town market over the .previous 
week and the lowest, highest and weighted 
average prices realised for produce during that 
week. 

Morning report at 8 a.m. Tuesdays to Saturdays. 

1. Complete price report of sales on the Cape Town 
market during the prev:tous day. 

2. ReView of the 9 terminal auction markets for 
fresh produce. 

3. Midday report at 2 P• m. Mondays to Fridays. 

Price report of sales on the Oape Town 
market up to midd~• 

4. Midday report at 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

Review of the Cape Town market over the previous 
week and the lowest, highest and weighted average 

prices realised for produce during the week. 

In addition, a market bulletin for houaeWives is broadcast at 

11 a.m. on Thursdays. 

Market reports broadcast from Bloemfontein are limited to midday 

reports only. The reports are broadcast in Engll~h and in Afrikaans on 

alternate days, except Sundays, and consist of 1-
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Midday report at 2 p.m. Mondays to Fridays. 

Roview of, .___~ pric~ report on th,3 day's sales 
on the Bloemfontein nnrket. 

Iid.dday report at 2 p.m. Saturdays. 
• 

1ieviatr of the Bloemfontein market over the 
week and the lowest, highest and vreighted 
average prices realised for produce during 
that week on the local market. 

In addition, a market bulletin for housev,i ves is broadcast on 

Thursdays at 11 a.m. 

Tho value of a market report is dependent on the rapidity 

of its dissemination and the degrGe to which it is understood. The 

understanding of a market report depends on how thoroughly the grades are 

understood. As has been shown ( Tablo 42) the bulk of the sub-tropical 

fruit and vegetnbl~s, other than potatoes, sold on tho municipal. auction 

raark~ts is ungraded. ~ fµrther complicating factor is the large variety 

of containers wherein produce is consigned to tho markets, especially 

in the case of v0g,3tablos. Types of containers in which cabbages may 

arrive at the market include bags, pockets, sugar bags or crates as well 

as loose heads ~clivorcd by local grooors. Towatoos arrive in bushel 

boxoa, single- or doubl.:-lay0r trays, paraffin boxes, or standord boxes 

of approxtmatoly 16½ lb. gross weight. This confusing variety of containers, 

v~rying from market to market, causes difficulties in presenting ~arket 

reports which will afford comparisons betvroen tho prices realised for 

tho sane comnodity on the various auction markets. Wherever possible, 

prices realised for containers coonon to all □arkots arc included in 

the price report. 

Tho difficulty, hovrovor, is not sol vod in this r.ianner, as a 

contu:i.ner comnon to o.11 the markats may not necessnrily be tho contaimer 

most gonarally in use on a particular market. In order to present the 

fullost report, therefore, the DiVision of Econonics and Marketa r0ports 

the salos of produce in as many kinds of containers on each L1.arket as is 

practically possible. 

In general, it can bo accepted that tho n~rket reports broadcast 

are well understood by grovrcrs and other :parties intorostcd in the prlco

roporting of ~nrk2t sales bocnuso of the breadth of covorngo presented/ •• 
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by tho roports. 

It can al.so ba concluded from tho aforogoing discussion that 

tho municipal.. auction r~ark0ts each p2rform the function of n contrnl 

r:mrlc~t and are ir..oortant factors in tho oricG making process for - ~ - , (1 
vogatabl0s and sub-tropical fruit ~arkoted donesticoJ.ly. 

The commodi ti;35 sold on the municipal auction markets cover a 

considerable range of agricultural produce and include fresh fruit, 

vegetables, flowers, game, butter, dried fodder and dried beans. 

The principal kinds of produots by groups of commodities, 

their value and the proportion each group formed of the total market 

turnover during 1947/48 is shown in Table 44. 
(2 

TABLE 44 VALUE AND PROPORrION VARIOUS GROUPS OF COMMODITIES FOW@ OF 
T'.EE GROSS TUnNOVER. OM TEE truNIOIPAL AUCTION I.flARKEI'S OF JOP.ANNES
BURO, OAPE TOWM, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

-
MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKET 

Group Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 
~:a •• -~..........-~~--tff.7 •.• . .:w ~~=== ~~1~ 

Value 
£ £ £ 

Vegetables 1,791,382.0 815,433.0 374,146.0 
Deciduous fruit 326,859.3 225,152.0 98,871.2 
Sub-tropical fruit 276,337.6 218,723.1 68,299.6 
Oi t rus fruit 284,663.1 16,564.6 65,899.6 
Poul try and eggs 189,408.7 29,422.6 40,876.1 
Dried fodder 131,737.6 8,709.8 
Dri0d boans 88,02.:l. 6 3,929.4 
Other,J~ ,.~3_,62014 168..lQ:J_._§ __ Tj._?$...,..037. 2 
Total turnover 5,392,023.2 1, 47,1, 400J. ....................... :a::w..:::a ~-:s.-a~...-:-.,....-s-,-.-~-...-~-~~- 78-. 2-.,.J,..68. am _ 

Vegetables 
Deciduous fruit 
Sub-tropical fruit 
01 true fruit 
Poul try and eggs 
Dried fodder 
Dried beans 

Percentage of turnover 
52.8 55.3 47.8 
9.6 15.3 12.6 
s.1 14.9 a.7 
8.4 1.1 8.4 
5.6 2.0 6.2 
3.9 
t.-6 

... ~~-,_.,, .. ..,. __ r::,a:.a,.,,-_ -"30,r~,.-----_,_,,,-,,.J3.!-aO...,.,_._ __ ).l. 4 

i, 
107,630.0 

36,653.3 
25,031.3 
19,434.2 

4,120.1 
15,852.8 

68.;L96~J. 
266,917.8 

40.5 
13.7 

9.4 
7.3 
1.6 
5.9 

1 In South Africa iittle research work has as yet been done on the mov~
~cnt in prices of fruit and vegetables. At present, however, a detailed in
vestigation is being made by Mr.z.D.v.d.V:erwe,Univorsity of ?retoria,of the 
relationship betweon su,plies and prices of tho most important vegetables on 
tho 9 municipnl auction markets,undor the direction of Dr.F.R.Tor.u.inaon, 
Frofessor of ~;ricultural Econor:iics,University of Pretoria. 
2) See annoxure 3(a) to B(d) for kinds of products included in each group 

of OOIJr.'lOdi ti~s. 
3) "Other" includes flowers, game, watermelons, sweet r:ielons, squasges, 

marrows, cucur.1bors, soup greens and butter. 
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Tho principal group of coranoditics, in terms of value, sold 

on each of the four ~~,unio! pal auction markets was vegetables (Table 44). 

Sales of vegetables accounted for about 55 per cent of the turnover 

on the Cape Town municipal auction narket during 19•-'17 /48, which was 

also the largest proportion in terms of value for any single group 

of co~odities sold on any of the four auction markets. The proportionate 

value of vegetables sales in terms of the turnover on the other three 

auction markets was about 53 per cent for Johannesburg, e.bout .:18 per 

cent for Pretoria, and about ~10 por cent for Bloemfontein. 

As a group, daciduous fruit were second in importance in terms 

of value of commodi ti E:8 sold on each of the four auction markets during 

1947/48 and ranged from 9.6 per cent of the sales on the Johannesburg 

auction market to 15.3 per cent of the sales on the Cape Town auction 

market. Sub-tropical fruit· were third in importance as a group in 

terms of value of commod~ties sold on the Cape Town, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein auction markets, and were exceeded only by 0.3 per cent 

by citrus fruit on the Johannesburg auction market. 

The relatively low percentage that the sales of citrus 

trui t form of ·the t.otiU. turnover on the Cape Town auction market is 

due to tho fact that the Citrus Board, which controls the distribution 

of the bulk of the citrus fruit produced in the Union, has its own 

sales depot at Cape Town. At Johannesburg, Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

tho Board distributes the citrus fruit on the auction market by 

ar.rangement with the municipal market authorities and the value of the 

citrus fruit so di stri but ed is included in the annual turnover of the 

auction market. The small quantity of citrus fruit sold on the auction 

market at Cape Town is made up of supplies from a few isolated areas in 
-

the Oape Province over which the Citrus Board exercises no control. 

The proportionate value of the combined sales of vegetables, 

d.Bciduous fruit, citrus fruit and sub-tropical fruit represented in 

terms of the turnover of each auction market during 1947 /48 was 78. 9 

p~r cent for Johannesburg, 86.6 per cent for Oape Town, 77.5 per cent 

for Pretoria and 70.7 per cent for Bloemfontein. 
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The number of kinds of deciduous, citrus, sub-tropical fruit 

and vegetables sold on the four auction markets respectively during 

1947/48 is shown in Table 451 

TABLE 45 NUMBER OF KINDS OF DECIDUOUS, CITRUS AND SUB-TROPICAL FR.TIT AND 
VEGEraBLF..8 SOLD ON THE JOHANNESBUilll, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND 
i3LOE!flFOi'ITEIN r;IUN:LC!PAL MARKETS, 1947 /48. . 

Group 

Deciduous 

Sul:r-troDical 

Citrus 

Total fruit 

Vegetables 

Johannes burg 

20 

8 

5 

33 

25 

MUNICIPAL AUCTION NT.ARKET 

Cape Town 

16 

9 

5 

30 

35 

Pretoria 

Number 

14 

9 

5 

28 

27 

Bloemfontein 

14 

10 

5 

29 

27 

The greater number of kinds of vagetables sold on tte Cape Town 

auction market is accounted for by the inclusion of soup greens and leafy 

vegetables which are mostly sold on that market, while in the other 

cities these are sold on the farmers' market and thus do not appear on the 

auction market. 
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The income derived from operating the municipal markets was 

mainly obtained from the commission levied on the value of produce sold 
(1 

at auction, rentals from shops, stalls and offices, and from the hiring 

out of tables to growers on the farmers' market, or, as at Cape Town, 

by an assessment on the estimated value of the produce brought to the 

farmers t market. 

The expenses ~onnected with operating the market includes 

salaries, wages and allowances paid to the employees, repairs and main

tenance of the facilities, interest on sinking fund charges, postage, 

telephones, stationary and rates on buildings. 

In.2.9.m~~ct.J!PcGJl.dj. __ tµJ:~-rL .i O~..,,.Jle)tl?u rg m~ .. ~.Al 
market 

,lp90~~• Income derived from the auction market - the moat 

important source of revenue - amounted to £85,320.05, or 82.9 per cent 

of the total income of which £83,544.06, or 81.2 per cent of the t.otal, 

was obtained from the commission levied on the produce sold at auction 

by the market master. Rental income from facilities was £16,471.40, or 

15.0 per cent of the total of which £8,587.20 or 8.3 per cent, represented 

rentals from table space let to gr01Ners on the farmers' market(Table 46). 

The income derived from the auction market and rentals from 

facilities jointly represented 97.9 per cent of the total income from 

the marketJ the residual 2.1 per cent represented income from fines, 

interest on investments, surplus auctioneers' C®h ( classified as 

sundries), and public conveniences. 

1) At Oape Town, where the market agents are permitted to sell produce 
by private treaty during prescribed hours, the market master also 
leVies a commission on the value of the produce sold by private 
treaty similar to that on produce sold by auction. 
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T..wLE 46 OPERATING 3TATEME!--!T I JOHANNESBURG rJmn:OIPAL Ml!H{EI', 1947 /48. 

J.J~CO~ 

~,.t1.9,n.-m~t 

Oomr:ussion ••••• 

weighing fees ••• 

Poultry coop.fees 

StoragG fees•••• 

Fines ••••••••• 

£83,544.05 

796.13 

543.00 

436.85 ---

698.18 

Interest on investments 503.24 
(1 

Sundries . . . . . . . _}J7~.42 

£ 1,877.84 

Farmers' market (table 
spaces) •••••••••• 8,587.20 

F.ruit shops,stalls 1,608.00 

Other shops and 
offices •••••••••• •~ .5J.~?~ ...... ~ 

£ 15,471.40 

~J.1.q_Q.01\YeJ'.lJ.~. 

Fees •••••••••••••• 259.33 

1) Surplus auctioneers' cash. 

Salarics,wagos,allowa.nces. £72,237.55 

Repairs and maintenance •••• 

Interest on sinking-fund 
charges ••••••••••••••••••• 

Postage,telephonea,etation-
ery •••••••••••••.••••••••• 

Rates on buildings••···••• 

.Audit fees••••····•·•····• 

Water and light ••••••••••• 

Insurance ••••••••••••••••• 

Contribution to capital 
outlay ••.•••••••••••••••• •. 

Scavenging and cleaning ••• 

Sundries •••••••••••••••••• 

SaJ.aries,wages,allowances 

Water and light•••··•••• 

Insurance 

0 Sundriea 

............... 
•.•............ 

Nett surplus•···••••··•• 

6,602.46 

4,249.29 

4,070.97 

3,317.71 

832.73 

489.98 

226.50 

2,997.58 

1,340.90 

131.69 

4,028.98 

ca ., a a .a.c :u a .m.a. .a.as 
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~!l~ .. , The major i temt of expenditure incurred in 

operating the Johannesburg municipal market was salaries, wages and 

allowances (Table 46). This item amounted to £73,578.45, or 71.5 per cent 

of the total income. The other items of expenditure and the proportion 

they represented of the total income were•-

Repairs and maintenance •o•••••·•• 5.4 per cent. 

Interest on sinking fund charges ••• 4.1 per cent. 

Postage, tlephones and stationery. 3.9 per cent. 

Rates on buildings•••••••·•··•••• 3.2 per cent. 

Audit fees ·····••o••············· 1.7 per cent. 

Sundries ··············••o•o•o••·· 2.9 per cent. 

Wages, salaries, allowances anc1. the i terns listed above together 

represented an expenditure of 92.7 per cent of the total incom0 derived 

from operating the market. 

u_QJ:i,...t;3.,...,,a.n..il~~• A nett surplus of £4,028.98 or 3.9 per cent 

of the total income, remained after all operating expenses had been met. 

This a.mount ~ould have been greater had not a loss of £.J..,373.50 been in-

curred in maintaining the public conveniences on the market. The nett 
(1 

surplus, expressed as a percentage of auction sales, was 0.12 per cent. 

~~• The principal sources of income were the auction market, 

the farme.t"a I market and porterage chnrges. ( Table 47). The auction 

market provided an income of £48,080.68, or 72.5 per cent of the total 

income, of which £46,181.75, or 69.6 per cent, was obtained from 

commissions levied on the auction sales. Income from the farmers' market 

amounted to £8,698.58, or 13.1 per cent of the total income. Porterage 

fees collected amounted to £5,948.93, or 9.0 per cent of the total. Rental 

income was £3,409, or 5.1 per cent of the total. Income from storage 

charges was 2.8 per cent of the total income, and was the highest for any 

of the markets covered by this study. 
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Oonr.::ission • • • • • • • i£/16, 181. 75 

atorage ••••....•• 

Weighing fees •••• 

Porterage••·•••• 

Agents licenses. 

Shops and offices 

Commission levied 
on produce sold •••• 

1,889.23 

9.70 

£48,080.68 

5,948.93 

168.00 

3,409.00 

Salaries, vre.ges, 
allowances•···•·• 

Interest on sinking 
fund oharges ••••• 

ctitl.,590.00 

4,696.00 

.Repairs and naintenance 4,539.00 

Postage,telephones, 
stationery ·••e••·· 

Rates on buildings. 

Water and light •••• 

Scavenging & cleaning 

Contribution to capital 
O'tl tlay- •••• ~ •••• • ••• 

Nett surplus 

3,600.00 

1,000.00 

1,050.00 

546.00 

99.00 

8,587.19 

. ~ .. e.LUil-:wr~• The total expenditure for operating the market 

amounted to £67,718, or 87.1 per cent of the total income. The major 

expense item was salaries, wages and allowances, which absorbed £41,590, 

or 62.7 per cent of the total income. The other important items of 

expenditure, and the proportion of income devoted to them were 1-

Interest on sinking fund charges 1 

Repairs and maintenancel 
Post~e, telephones, stationery-I 
Rates on buildings• · 
Water and lightl 

7.1 per cent. 
6.8 per cent. 
5.4 per cent. 
2.4 per cent.· 
1.6 per cent. 

The combined expenditure on wages, salaries and allowances, and 

the items listed above, represented 86.0 per cent of the total income. 
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E,r,Wts nnd ,ioasep. A nett surplus of £8,587.19 or 12.9 per 

cent of the total income remained after all operating expenses had been 
.'1 

paid. The nett surplus was 0.58 per cent of the auction sales. 

l.D.COitJ..~• The main sources of income were the auction me.rket 

and rentals from facilities. These two sources proVided 98.7 per cent 

of the total incomo of which 71.4 per cont came from the auction market 

and 27.3 per cent from rentals ( Table 48). 

The commission leVi.ed on the auction sales brought an income 

of £22,604.99 or 71..1 per cent of the total income. Rental income for 

fruit shops, stalls, shops and offices amounted to £5,960.82, or 18.7 

per cont of the total. Table er.'f' .. ce, leased to growers, provided an 

income of £1,455.33 or 4.6 per cent of the total income. 

TABLE 48 OPERATING STATEMENT I PRETORJ:A MUNICIPAL MARKET, 1947 /48. 

um 
,Aµc..,t;l.o.n .. J!!a;"k.e,.t 
Commission •••••• 
Storage ••••••••• 
Weighing fees ••• 

£22,604.99 
49.54 

_,~±-L---M. 
£22,698.86 

~ne.r.,~ 
Sundries (2 ••••• 409.16 
~tP.ls. 
Fruit shops & stalls 4, 580.32 
Other shops & 
offices••······• 1,370.50 
Farmers'' market(table 
space) •••••••••• 
Stocking space ••• 

1,455.33 
_j.~Q.._6 .,_Q.Q. 

£8. 672.16 

~·18211:7 

2) Fines and surplus 'Qash. 

EXPEJITDl.llif@. 

Wnges,salaries,ru.lowances.~9,31~.98 
Scavenging & cleaning ••••• 3,658.08 
Repairs & maintenance •••• 2,331.19 
Interest on sinking fund 
charges••••·••····•····•• 1,002.02 
Postage,telephones, 
stationery••••·•·····•·•• 
Water and light •••••••••• 
Insurance•••••••••••••••• 
Contribution to capital 

826.75 
300.02 
214. 27 

OU tlny • • • e • • • • • • • ., • • • • • • • 143. 28 
Audit fees••••••••••••••• 140.00 
Sundries................. 512.46 
Nett surplus ••••••••••••• 3,266.13 

__,,_,._ ·-··•· 
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Salaries, wages and nllownnces, scavenging, 

cl,3:ming, repairs and maintenance, were the chief i terns of expendi turc. 

The three items accounted for 79.6 per cent of the total ·income expended 

on operating tho market. Expenditure on salaries, wages and allowances 

amounted to £1.9,315.98, or 60.8 per cent of the income; scavenging and 

cleaning absorbed ~?.3,658.08 or ll.5 par cent of the income; and r0peira 

and maintenance, £2,331.19 or 7.3 per cent of the income. Other items 

of expenditure and the proportion that they formed of the total income 

were t 

Interest · on sinking fund charges• 
Postage .. , telephones a.nd stationery& 
Sundriesl 

3.,1 per cent. 
2.6 per cent. 
1.6 per cent. 

.fl ___ qfJ.--.-\s~~J-~~-™ + .ii. nett surplus of £3,256,13 was left after 

all operating expenses had been paid, and this represented 10.2 per cent 
, (1 

of the total income, or 0.42 per cent of the auction sales. 

~QJll,,~ap~~e..L..]_~o~.o .. ~t.ejll..Jil,µJllc~~ 
.. ».F-ke.:t. 

ln_qom~- The auction market and rentals from facilities were 

the chief sources of income, and together provided 92.1 per cent of the 

total income derived from operating the ma~cet. The auction market 

provided an income of £15,275.41, or 63. 7 per cent of the total income, 

of which £13,067.27, or 62.7 per cent was derived from commissions levied 

on auction sales. The total income from rentals was £5,925.02 or 28.4 

per cent of the total income, of which £3,465.97 or 16.6 per cent, came 

from renting table space to growers ( Table 49). 

1) 3.2562.ll X 100 • 0.42 
782,768.8 
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TABLE 49 OPERATING STATEIJ:El\TT a BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL MARKEIT ,1947 /48. 

Commissions •••••• £13,067.27 

Storage ••••·•··• 

Weighing fees • • • • --= ... .19.~9.& 

£13,275. 41 

Agents licenses... 18.00 

Fines ·····••r••·· 10.87 
(1 

Sundries ••• c • • • • • -~~BQ~.,,,_q.§, 

£1,509 .i!2 

~bile c-0nyenienP~ 

Fees •• ., • ., •••••••• 131.38 

Farmers' market(table 
space) ••.•••• e..... 3,465.97 

Fruit shops & stalls 765.00 

Other shops & offices ~94.05 

£ 20.a4~:£A 

Salaries, wages, 
allowances ••••••• 

Interest on sinking 
fund charges••••• 3,446.39 

Postage,telephonea, 
station8ry ••e••·· 427.99 

Contribution to 
capital outlay... 254.40 

rlepairs & maintenance 225.92 

vVater and light ••• 

Sundries•••••···•• 

Nett surplus •••••• 

210.00 

28,to 

353.63 

..J, 717_,l.§._ 

£ ~~84~,p3 a _s 

~pe~Fµr..e,- Operating expenses absorbed £.1.7,123.87 or 82.2 

per cent of the total income. The most important item of expenditure was 

salaries, wages and allowances, which amounted to £12,178.34, or 58.4 

per cent of the total income. Interest on sinking fund ohargee came to 

· £3,446.39, or 16.5 per cent of the total. These two items aocoonted for 

74.9 per cent of income expended on operating the market. Other important 

items of expenditure and the proportion they were of the total income 

were -
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Postage, telephones, stationery 
Contribution to capital cutlay 

Repairs and maintenance 
Water and light 
Sundries 

2.1 per cent. 
1. 2 per cent. 
1.1 per cent. 
1.0 per cent. 
1.7 per cent. 

per cent of the total income, was left after all operating expenses had 

been paid. The nett surplus represented 1.4 per cent of the auction 
(1 

sales. 

The income for eac~ municipal market, expressed per £J..,OOO 

of auction sales, is shown in Table 50. 

T A.BLE 50 INOOMm PER £1,000 OF AUCTION SALES I JOHANNESBrJRG, CAPE TOWN, 
PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL !f.ARKETS, 1947 /48. 

MUNIOI'P AL M 4 qrrr,w,, 
Source of ·-----~----·--·-·· 
incoma Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 
=:>-·-:n.,,..--:,r-..,. -,.:.-.:.....-ZK-e--.--~:..:ri•,=-""ff'"~•--o-,~-=r-s-r-:---r"""'2·~~-:,i:~.--=r-1T-r ....... .......-.-...-~-:r:r-:1r~. • . a.a ~~....-r·....-,-~ -.--.,-~~ 

Income per £1,000 of auction sales 
£ £ £ £ 

&ii ctj,9 I o,-.lra+ RJil~ 
Oommissior..' 
Other fees ~* 
Sub-total 

24.64 31.32 28.88 
. .._Q. 53,_~~----_...i __ • ?9 -,.r,-~ .. _Q ,J.-...2-
25.17 32.61 29.00 

48.96 
.....,......_ ..... ._....._e_J ..,.,,7 __ 7r.,r ___ .,..,.,_ ..,.,,_ ............... _ ......... 

49.73 =~~. 2.~3-~--~~-~~~~.:6-~ 12.98 - ... 

Oommissionl - 5.90 - -
Sub-total T.53~-.--r...-"T"T-. ' W "s*.96 ~-~1.·as.--,..~-,.-1i~ea•-=-------~ 
~s:-..-·-=-=~....-~~~-s-,-~---•----·· . - - _ ......... ----- -~-...,,_.,,-,______,._.,.......,___,., __ 

~ .. t~ 
Fruit shops,stallst 0.47 6.85 
Other shops,officesa 1.56 2.31 1.75 
Stacking spacest ~--=,,-.n------.-,-n ... ------=...,.....,-.- __ w.J.• 62 ,, 

2.87 
6.35 

~.t9~. . a a ~-~•M.-.... -,--,,-,..,y -~-- Ji . ?! 3J. •· ~-c-c-T"-,-,~~~ T ~~. 22. W 

~~eJ'» 
Porterage• 4.04 
Sundries (3 ~L--n n·-----=-------,.0"',l.l,. = .. .,.. .. ,,,-,-_,.~5_?~~6-·l.-----5____,_ --
Sub-total 0.63 4.15 O. 52 6.15 ~-z--~-=-~,- ,a-.--.-:----r--11'"·~-"n~~.....,~ ~c':31' .... ~-:~ ~....,.....~.,...,,,,.._,,_,,.~_._,. ,_,_ __ ._ ___ ,__,m 

1) '§JJ:l."J.§_ X 100 = 1.4 
266.917.8 

2) Weighing, poultry coop and storage fees. 

3) Fines, surplus auctioneers' cash, income from public conveniences, 
agents licences, interest on investment, commission on baskets. 
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ln.9-9JD.~,__ fLQJn__fl-TaJ..eP,,,_ ___ o_JJ.,, w~~,c-t~~*~.:t• Income from sales 

on the auction market ( Table EO) varied for each market and was lowest 

in Johannesburr- (£25.17 per £J..,OOO of sales) and highest at Bloemfontein 

- £A9.73 per £1,000 of sales. The difference in income from sales on 

the auction market for the various markets is chiefly due to the 

commission levied by the market master on the value of the commodities 

sold at auction. The commission levied by the market masters on the 

value of the produce sold at auction on each of the markets was I 

L9h ... <IDn,,O...Sk-Lr~• Except in the case of grain, 2½ per cent 
on the value sold, as shown on the market note. In tho 
case of grain, 2½ per cent on the value sold, as shown 
on the market note, for the first 100 bags, or less, of 
any consignment, and 1 per cent on the value of the re
mainder of such consignment. By arrangement With the 
Citrus Board, the market master reduces the commission 
levied on the value of citrus sold by the Board on the 
market from 2½ to 2 per cent if the total value of the 
citrus sold during the season exceeds £200,000. A 
similar arrangement exists With the Deciduous Fruit Board 
if the value of deciduous fru.i t sold by the Board exceeds 
£120,000 during the season. 

Ccm..,e .. J ... 0YV..D.• A charge of 3.125 per cent on the value 
of produce sold, as shown on the market note, except in 
the case of dried beans, dried peas, eggs, bulk supplies 
of pineapples, forage lucerne, mealies and cereals, on 
which n charge of 1.66 per cent on the value, as shown 
on t~o market note is levied. 

tt,.e~on~~ A •ommission of 6d on every sale where the 
value, as shown on the market note, d03s not exceed 10/- , 
and 1/-, where the value as shown on the market note, 
exceeds 10/-, but does not exceed 20/-, where the value of 
the sale, as shown on the market note,~xceeds £1., a 
commission of 5 per cent is leVied on the r~ i:-st £1., and 
2½ per cent on the amount in excess of £1. . The Citrus 
Board is charged a flat rate of 2½ per cent ')f the value 
of the citrus fruit sold, as shown on the market note, 
subject to a rebate of½ per cent on the total proceeds of 
all sales of citrus fruit effected each season, provided 
the total sales exceeds £50,000 per season. 

Blo§Ill.to,n,:tein. A. commission of 5 per cent ii'· the value 
shown on the market note is £10, or less, and if the value 
shown on the market note exceeds £.LO, an amount of 5 per 
cent is charged on the first £J..O and 2½ per cent on the 
amount in excess of £1.0. In addition a booking fee of 6d 
is charged if the value shown on the market note does not 
exceed 40/- and 1/- if the value on the produce shown on 
the market note exceeds 40/-. 

The incoce derived from the farmerel market 

per a;j_,000 sales on the respective auction markets was £2.53 at Johanne&

burg; £5.90 at Cape Town; £.J..,86 at Pretoria a:g.d ,£l2.98 at Bloemfontein. 
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Aa a souroe of income the farmers' market was relatively of greater 

importance at Bloemfontein and Cape Town than at Johannesburg and 

Pretoria. 

~~r~.,,-Inco;u~. - Income from porterage charges were 

£4.04 per £:1.,000 of sales on the Cape Town market, which wa.s al.so the 

only market that provided a porterage service administered by the market 

master to give an income. Income from sundry sources included fines, 

surplus auctioneers' cash, fees from public conveniences on the market, 

market agents' licenses, interest on investments, and commission on 
~ 

baskets. The amount of income derived from these sources was small, 
. 

except in the caso of Bloemfontein where the income from items included 

under sundries was £6,15 per £1,000 of turnover. The principal. source 

of income under sundries for Bloemfontein was surplus auctioneers' cash 

which accounted for 89.4 per cent of the income grouped under sundries. 

H.,ent.~ln.R9...~e.- The rental income per £1,000 of sales at 

£2.03 was lowest for Johannesburg, and differed little from that of 

Cape Town at £2.31 per £1,000 of sales. Renta;L income at Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein were the same at ~.22 per £1,000 of sales, 

The main source of rental income for the Johannesburg, Cape 

Town and Bloemfontein markets was rentals from shops, other than fruit 

shops, and offices, and from fruit shops and stalls for the Pretorie 

market. 

l'.st'li&J.A~W..e.. - The total inoome per £1,000 of sales at i:30. 38 

was lowest for Johannesburg, differed slightly between Cape Town and 

Pretoria, being '44.96 and £40.60 respectively, and highest for Bloemfon

tein,at £78.08'. 

The operating expenses for each municipal market, expressed 

per £J.,OOO of auction sales, are shown in Table 51. 
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TABIE 51 OPERATING EXPENSES PER £1,000 OF AUCTION SALES I JOHJNNESBURO/. 
CAPE TOWN, PRE'IURIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL MARKgrS, 1947 /48. 

MUNICIPAL MARKET 

-Item of 
Expenditure Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Operating expenses per £1,000 of auction sales 

Salaries, wages, 
allowances•··••••• 

iiepairs and main-
tenance••··••·•·•• 

Interest on sir.king 
fund·•·••••••••••• 

Postage, ,telephones, 
stationery•••••••• 

Rates on buildings. 

Audit fees •••••••• 

Water and light ••• 

Insurance••••••••• 

Contribution to 
capital outlay ••••• 

Scavenging and 
cleaning••·••••••• 

Sundries •••••.•••• 

Su)t...total ••••••.•• 

Nett surplus•••••• 

TOTAL ............. - • 

21.69 

1.65 

1.26 

1.20 

0.98 

o. 62 

0.48 

0.25 

0.14 

0.07 

20.21 

3.08 

2.44 

1.09 

0.11 

0.06 

0.37 

24.68 

2.98 

1.38 

1.06 

-
0.18 

0.38 

0.27 

0.18 

4,67 

46.63 

12.91 

1.60 

o.79 

0.01 

0.96 

-
_9 .... 9_2....._ __ =-----------~ ... 6 ... _,.,,._.,.. _______ 1_, 4_2 ____ _ 

36.44 64.16 

4.16 _13.93 

30.34 44.97 40.60 78.08 
Lif=t-4Fl+l.4. ....1.4.I.SS 7FETTI 

Jn~_ls or aimeAd.l W.1:"Jl 

Wagell,;.ru!._!3~~----17,.eA - The major 1 tern of expense on .ach municipal 

market was aalarieS3, wages and allowances. The amount and proportion that 

this item constituted of the tot.al operating expenses ( including nett 

surplus) for each of the markets were 

Johannesburg a £ 21. 69 or 71.. 5 per cent. 

Cape Town t £ 28.21 or 62. 7 per cent. 

Pretoria 1 £ 24.68 or 60.8 per cent. 

Bloemf ont~int £ 45 63 or 58 4 t - • • per oen • 
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Tho percentage that salaries, wages and allowances constituted 

of the operating oxpenscs ( excluding nett surplus ) were 1 

Johannesburg 1 74.4 per cent. 

Oape Town 72.1 per cent. 

Pretoria 67.7 per cent. 

Bloemfontein 1 71.1 per cent. 

Other important items of expense common to all markets were 

repairs and maintenance, interest on sinking fund, postage, telephones, 

stationery, water and light. Expenditure on repairs and maintenance, 

expressed as a percentage of the operating expense at per £:l.,000 of 

sales was highest for Pretoria, 7. 3 per cent, and lowest for Bloemfontein 

1.1 per cent~ Expenditure on interest on sinking fund expressed as a 

percentage of tho operating expense per £J.,OOO of turnover, was con

sidcrabl.a for Blocmf ontein, 16. 5 per cent compared with 4.1 per cent for 
~ and 

Johannasburg, 7.1 par cont for Capo Town,/3.4 per cent for Pretoria. 

Postage, telGphon~s and stationery costs, expressed as a percen

tage of the oporating 0xponscs per £1,000 of sales, ranged from 2.0 

per cent for Bloemfontein to 5.4 per cent for Cape Town. Water and 

light exponditur~ was relatively low on all markets and appears as a 

minor item of expense. Scavenging and cl()aning on the Pretoria market 

accounted for 11.5 per cont of the operating expenses per £1,000 of 

sales comparad with 0.8 per cent for Cape Town, 0.2 per cent for 

Johannesburg, and nil for Bloemfontein. 

A notable feature of the oporating expanses of the four 

markets is that tho Johannesburg and Cape Tovn markets pay rates on 

buildings, whereas Pretoria and Bloemfontein markets arc exempted. The 

Johannesburg market paid £3,317.7 in rates on buildings retaining a nett 

surplus of about £4,000 ( Table 46). Rates at Capo To-wn amounted to 

£1,600 and the nett surplus was about cfa,600 ( Table 47J. Considering 

tho small nett surpluses of thcso markets, the rates on buildings appear 

as a heavy burden. 

Tho total OpGrating expenses per £1,000 of turnover were highest 

for the Bloemfontein market at £78.08 as against £30.34 for JohannesburgJ 

£Ai~.97 for Gape Tovrn; and £40.60 for Pretoria.· 
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When comparing th0 operating expenses per £1.,000 of auction 

sales for the different markets, the municipal market with the largest 

auction sales had tho lo~ost operating expense while that market with 

the lowest auction sales had the highest operating expenses, Table 521 

T ABtE 52 OPERA.TING EXPENSES RELATED TO AUCTION SALES I JOHANNESBURG, CAPE 
TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL MARKEr.S, 1947 /48. 

Municipal 
market 

Johannesburg 

Gape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

1000 

Auction 
market sales 

omitted 

£ 

3,392.0 

1,47~1.4 

782.7 

266.9 

Operating expenses per 
c£l,OOO of auction sales 

£ 

30.34 

44.97 

40.60 

78.08 

Wages, salaries and allowances, (Table 51) absorb by far the 

greatest proportion of the total operating c;Xpense. It is, therefore, 

of cardinal importance that the labour employed on the market should be 

organised at the highest level of efficiency in order to reduce coats of 

operation. A comparison of operating expenses with number of personnel 

employed show that the municipal markets With the highest operating ex

penses per £1,000 of auction sales proportionally employed the greatest 

number of personnel, Table 53. 

TABLE 53 OPERATING EXPENSES RELATED TO TPE NUMBER OF PERSONNEL EM
PLOYED• JOHANNESBURG, CAFE TCNJN,PRErORIA .A.ND BLOEMFONTEIN 

MtJNIOIP AL MAFKErS, 1947 /48. 

2 3 l ~-~rn:-nn-rm-4-rJ iTTTT:lc,·ii E!MF-i1 .,~~~-.m:m-.-4 .. 1 1-.FJ§I IW· A..·~ 
Municipal Operating expenses Number of personnel 
market per £1.,000 of auction employed per £10,000 
~-r,~...--.- --..--...- -- .• . . .... ~ ... ~.,.,~~..,,..,..,.,,.,-,s-==-,......~-cT-.r-r...., ., __ • ... o_f, -~.,x.,'t~<?ll f?~. :u 

£ Number 

Johannesburg 30.34 0.48 

Pretoria 40.60 0.64 

Oape Town 44,9;' 0.94 

Bloemfontein 78.08 1.46 
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Tho problem of ensuring maximum efficiency in the employment of 
,Perishable 

labour on an auction market handling/products presents many difficulties. 

One of the major obstacles to be faced is the seasonal nature of the 

produce marketed. The variation in the volume of supplies arriving at 

the market makes the efficient employment of staff a delicate task and 

greatly affects the income derived from operating the market. 
(1 . 

The seasonal variation in monthly turnover for each of the 

markets is shown in Table 54 and is graphically illustrated in Figure 22. 

The greatest rise and fall in the average monthly turnover occurred on 

the Johannesburg market where the turnover fluctuated from 15.7 per cent 

below to 26. 3 per cent above the average, whilst that on the Cape Town 

market varied least and ranged from 7.5 per cent below to 13.6 per cent 

above the average. 

TABLE 54 INDEX OF SEASON.AL VARIATION IN MON.rHLY TURNOVER, JOHANNESBURG, 
CAPE TOWN, PRErORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL AUCTION MARKETS, 

1945/49. 

Municipal auction markets 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 
=====- == - • o w.:.:a "2"1"~·2°~~-~~-- ~~--c--, 

January ••••••••• 91.6 106.2 92.8 102.1 
February ......... 84.3 93.2 88.1 90.9 
March ............ 92.8 97.4 100.1 90.0 
April ............ 97.5 96.3 97.5 89.4 
May .............. 94.3 92.5 94.6 90.1 
June • • • • • • • • • e • • • 96.4 99.6 99.9 93.0 
July ............. 97.5 95.0 98.7 91.3 
"1.lgust ........... 102.5 103,2 ll0.4 1.107.2 
September ........ 106.5 104.1 n2.o 107.6 
October ••oeec•o•• 126.3 103.4 114.0 111.5 
Noveober ......... lll.9 95.4 97.6 117.4 
December ......... 98.5 113.6 94.2 109.6 

-= ..,_ -~:::1 ==-. -~- ~~---=--- -~~ .. -: ·= ., ~::;·• . ,. =· . ;:::~ 

The average monthly turnover on the Pretoria market ranged 

from 11.9 per cent below to 14.0 per cent above the average, conpared 

with Bloemfontein where the turnover fluctuated from 10.6 per cent below 

to 17,4 per cent above the average. Ihring the months of August to October 

the turnover was highest on all four markets, while the month of lowest 

turnover was February for Johannesburg and Pre~oriaJ May for Cape TownJ 

and April for Bloemfontein. 

1) Calculated by the "si ~le averages r:1ethod•- for· the pe~D:>d i946 to 1949. Thi~ 
uerioTd was oMJsen becau~e mo4thly turnover data were not available for the 
'Uape own market prior to l9t±6. 
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Flg.22. Seasonal. variation in monthly turnover 1 

Johannesburg, Cape ToVIn, Pretoria and Bloemfontein 
municipal auction market, 1945/49. 
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The number of times the actual monthly turnover was above, 

below, or the same as, the average monthly turnover during the period 

January 1945 to December 1949 is shown in Table 55. 

TABLE 55 NUMBER OF TIILES T"'r!E aOTUAL MONTHLY TURNOVER w~ ABOVE, BELOW ,OR 
THE SAME ~, THE . .1.VE&GE Tu~ONTHLY TURNOVER ON TEE JOHANNESBURG, 
0,.-u)E TONN, P:1l1TORLi Alm BLOEMFOHTEI!J MUNICIPAL ~U0TIOH MaHKETS, 

1945/49. 

Ynmicipal auction market 

Monthly 
turnover Johannesburg 

..wove average ••••••• 23 

3elow average ••ee• ••• 34 

Same as average •••••• 3 

Cape Town 

28 

31 

1 

Pretoria 

31 

27 

2 

Bloemfontein 

28 

30 

2 

Except for Pretoria, tho actual monthly turnover on the other 

three auction markets was below the average monthly turnover for a 

greater number of times than above the average. 

The practical difficulty of obtaining experienced personnel, 

when required, to any great extent, precludes tbe use of casual labour 

on an auction market. ~ labour force recruited to fit in With the 

seasonal nature of supplies will, therefore not provide an effective 

solution of reducing labour costs. The alt2rnative is to examine closely 

what work and organisational simplification techniques can be introduced 

on the market to increase the present efficiency levels. For example, 

starting earlier in the morning, fewer auctioneers would be employed to 

sell the same amount of produce. 

Tho recommendation is hereby made that a committee consisting of 

market officials, representative of the terminal markets, should examine 

in detail the various ·items of expense incurred in operating the municipal 

markets, and, bnsed on the experience gained on each market, devise ways 

and means to decrease costs to an irreducible minimum. 

9..9JnP.8£..i S~'t ~~ ;..JlP.,.9,..m~ wl,:t~o~e;::a tin&,_.eX..JJ,.e_p.J3~ 

When comparing incoma with operating expenses (excluding nett 

surplus) all the municipal markets reflected a profit on their operations, 
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Table 56. This nett profit varied from £.1..19 at Johannesburg to £13.93 

at Bloemfontein per £1,000 of auction sales. 

TABLE 56 INCOME .aND EXPENDITURE PER Ah.POD OF AUCTION SALESI JOHANNESBURG, 
CAPE T0WN,PRET0RL~ .AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL N'i.ARKEI'S, 1947 /48. 

Per £J..,000 of 
auction 

Municipal mark et 

sales Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria 

Income • ., . . • • • . • • 30. 34 

Operating expenses 29.15 
(excluding nett 
surplus) 

Nett surplus 

2&&&.LZZ _ 

per £1,000 of auction sales 

44.97 

39.15 

5.82 

q iEif#§ei►-W&E_ .£ L 

40.60 

36.44 

Bloemfontein 

78.08 

64.15 

!'J 

From Tables EC and 56 1 t would appear that income derived from 

all sources, excluding the farmers' market, was insufficient to cover the 

costs of operating the Johannesburg and Cape Town municipal markets. These 

two markets would have shown on every £1,000 of auction sales a nett 

loss of £1.34 and £0.8 respectively, were it not for the income derived 
, 

from the farmers' market. Excluding income from the farmers' market, the 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein municipal markets would have shown a nett surplus 

of £2.31 and "'l.06, respectively, per £1,000 of auction sales. 

When municipal !'1!3.rkets provide a low income, or are run at a 

loss, the local authorl ty concerned is slow to provide improvements, 

the nett result being that the development of a--!ttunicipal market as an 

efficient marketing.agency is slowed down. 

The importance of the municipal markets in the distribution of 

perishable produce requires that their-administration be investigated 

thoroughly by an impartial authority empowered to recommend such changes 

as will bring about the requisite high standard of efficiency. 
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The expenses incurred in utilising the facilities provided by 

~nunicipal authorities for selling produce on their auction markets may 

consist of items such as auction sales commission, storage fees, weigring 

fees, poultry coop fees, booking fees, unsold commiasion,and auction sales 

tax. 

Incoree derived from the auction sales tax levy goes to the 

?rovincial .Authority~ while all the other charges connected With the 

auction 1aarket, represent revenue to the municipal authorities. 

The a"1ount each i ter:1 of cost bore to the total expenses and 

the percentage that each ite~ and the total exp0nses represented in terns 

of tho sales on each auction ~arket arc shown in Table 57. 

TABLE 57 COST OF S..uiES I JOHANNESBURG, CAPE TOZlN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 
MUNICIPAL AUCTION !L-ili:KETS, 1947/48. 

?.UNICIP JiL AUCTION MARKET 
Item ~f 
expense 

(1 

Johannesrurg 

£ 
78, 750,0 

tax 17,813.0 
796.l 

Oon□ission 
Auction sales 
Weighing feos 
Storage fees 
Poultry coop fees 

436.9 
543.0 

Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Total cost 
£ 

46,181.8 

9.7 
1,889.2 

£ 
20,979.3 
3,554.3 

44.3 
49.5 

£ 
9,526.9 

56.3 
151,8 

.. t .. QT1111.il._, .. i ... Xf ... EEr.,..J§uW .... ,_,;;;;;£ ... e_s;.:a~-3,.=;3""9,..,.,_o~----£ __ 4:_a_.,.,o,;;ao~ .• !..7__,, _ _;;.£ -~~-32.7, ~ *-=tIJ, 734 , o 

Oomr:1ission 
Auction sales tax 
Weighing ferns 
Storage fees 
~w.try 999.l> f~. u. 

2.50 
0.57 
0.03 
0.01 

Percent of auction sales. 
3.13 2.92 4.61 

X 
0.13 

0.49 ~ 
0.03 
0.07 

Q ~9-~~ "'""··-~---,_.,,..,,,...,.,,,,..,,,-.............,~...-:~~~~-c---=~---~___,,-.,....,...,...___...........,~ 

1) Excludes conr:dssion on citrus fruits. 

x Less than 1/100th of 1 per cent. 
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The percentage of cost of marketing in terms of sales on the 

Johannesburg, 0ane Town and Pretoria auction markets did not differ greatly 

(Table 57), but differed considerably from that of Bloemfontein. The 

differences are mainly due to the higher commission and booking fees 

charged at Bloemfontein, as set out in the section dealing with the 

annlysis of income of the markets in this study ( page ll4). 

The percentage that the various i terns of cost., as per Table 57~ 

represented of the total selling costs for all kinds of produce 

(excluding citrus fruit) on each of the municipal auction markets during 

1947 / 48 is shown in Table 58. 

TABLE 58 PROPORI'ION THAT VARIOUS EXPENSE ITEMS REPRESENTED OF TRE TCYrAL 
OOST FOR SELLING PROWCE ( EXCEPT CITRUS B'RUIT} ON THE J0HAtn-TFl>
BURG, OAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL AUCTION 

L'tARKEr.rS, 1947/ 48. 

Item 

(1 
Commission 

~ction sales tax 

Weighing fees 

Storage fees 

Poultry coop fees 

---·· .- ·---

tUNIOIPAL AUCTION MARKET 

Johannesburg 

80.1 

1a.1 

o.s 

0.4 

0.6 

Cape Town 

Percentage 

:x 

Pretoria 

85.2 

14.4 

0.2 

0.2 

Bloemfontein 

97.8 

-
0.6 

1.6 

1) Includes unsold commission and, in the case of Bloemfontein, booking 
fees. 

x Less than J./10th of 1. per cent. 

The major item of expense to a seller on each of the auction 

markets is the commission levied on the value of the produce sold as 

shown on the market note. The .Auction Sales Tax is an imoortant expense 

item on the Johannesburg and Pretoria municipal auction markets but is not 

levied on sales held on the 0ape Town and Bloemfontein municipal auction 

markets. Storage, as an expense i ten, was largest on the Cape Town auction 

mnrket -and was largely derived from potatoes which the market a~ents held 
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back in order to realise better prices. 

A market master's agency waa operated by each of the market 

masters primarily as a service to growers. The object of maintaining 

such an agency is to provide a grower with an alternative channel of 

selling his produce, should he so prefer, through the agency of the 

market ~aster instead of a market agont, or to provide a grower desirous 

of consigning his produco to the auction market, but, ignorant of the 

names of local market agents, with the services of the market master's 

agency. Many growers use this agency because of their lack of confidence 

in the market agents who they bolleve indulge in alleged sharp practices. 

Except in the case of Bloemfontein, the cost of operating these 

market masterst agencies excoodod the income derived, and appreciable 

losses were sustained in operating the market mast0rs' agencies at 

Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pr0to1~a. 

~o~q, - The total income for the year was £5052. 44 which 

represented 46 per cent, of the total expenditure ( Table 59)t-

TABLE 58 OPERATING STATEMENT I MARKET MASTERS' AGENCY, JOHANNESBUID, 
1947 /48 • 

. moo~ 
Commission from agency ••• £2.,.912.33 
Commission from execution 
of orders •••·•••o••··•• 1,852.19 
Sundries•••········••·· 267.92 
Nett loss •··••c•••·•••• 6,929.56 

____ ,9.~ 981. 99 

Sala.ries,wages,allowancea.l,9;624.11 
Postage,telephonee, 
stationery••····•··•·•••• 
Audit feea e •• • • • ••• • 0 e e •• 

Rent ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Advertising•••••••••·••·· 
Oontrirution to capital •.• 
outlay•••······•·····•••• 
Insurance •• ; ••••••.•• e • , .. 

Reserve·t Bad debts ••••••• 
Water and light •·••••••o• 
Sundries •••• ~ •••••••• ., •••• 

510.00 
230.00 
180.00 
134. 50 

89.64 
74.69 
31.98 
24. 
83.17 

@.0,9=§,J.. 99 
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The income consisted of commission earned by operating the 

agency and commission levied on the execution or buying orders received 

from local institutions. Commission earned by the agency amounted to 

£2,912.33, or 57.6 per cent of the income, the commission derived from the 

execution of orders being £1..,852.19:i or 36.6 per cent of the income. 

~dJ.j;~~e - The main i tern of expense was salaries, wages 

and allowances. This single item exceeded total income by £4,571.6, re

presenting 87.6 per cent of all operating e~-penaea. Postage, telephones 

and stationery, representing 4.6 per cent, and audit feea, representing 

2.1 per cent, of all expenses were the major items. 

t_~qfJ,.,t.,a----=-ans.l-J9.BJ3 .. ell - A nett loss of £5,929.55 was sustained over 

the year's trading. This high loss appears to be attributable mainly to 

the cost in salarl8s and wages which amounted to £138.48 per £1,000 of 

turnover, and was the highest for any of the four markets masters' agencies. 

~m.es_,8-fLA-~~ .. ~n..<it-.-WF_,e ... J 4~~ To.:m. __ Ma.;:_~ ___ e_U~t~• 
~engy 

~OJ!.l~ - The total income during 1947 / 48 was £668. 57, whioh 

was equivalent to 51. ?per cent of the total expenditure (Table 60) 1-

TABLE 60 OPERATING STATEMENT t MARKET MASTE.a, t AGENOY, CAPE TOWN, 1947/48. 

Commission • • • • • • • £. 658. 57 

Nett loss........ 614.43 

Salaries, wages, allowanc ea •••• £J., 098. 00 

Postage, telephones, 
stationery••·••••••··•···••••• 

Water and light •••••••c•••·••• 

:.:::.; CL...L..,;-o:-s.:f.a_ • === 

125.00 

60.00 

-=:-_ --

~~..r~ - Salaries, wages and allowances were the prinoipsl 

expense items, exceeding income by about £440, and representing 86.2 

per cent of all expenses. Posta.gej telephon~ and stationery expenditure 

accounted for 9.8 per cent of the expenses, and water and light for the 

rema.ning 4 per cent.· 
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u.~o_fl...~..,..~~=~P-iJ-A - A nett loss of £614. 43 waa sustained on 

the year's operations. The cost of wages, salaries and allowances was 

£98.9 per £1,000 of turnover and, although lower than that of the 

Johannesburg market masters' agency, appears to be the main cause for the 

loss sustained • 

.lJwo.JAe , .. ~l..<L .. ~QJ.~~ • i.r.~toria...MJu'kei 
.Ja,gp~~qrJL! Agency 

~~- The only source of income was commission earned on the 

handling of produce sold. This revenue amounted to £1., 920. 23, which was 

48.9 per cent of the total operating expenses ( Table 61)1-

TABLE 61 OPERATING STATEMENT I MAH{ET MASTERS 1 .AGENCY, PRE'roRIA, 1947/48. 

Nett loss ••••c•• 2,004~62 

£3,924.75 - .¥#.¥W 

Salart es, wages, allowances ••• £3,820.10 

Postage,telephones, statio-
necy •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.A.dvertising •••••••••••••••••• 

Water and light••··•••••·•••• 

Audit fees••··•·••••••••••••• 

60.00 

30.40 

10.00 

~~_t,µ,T~ Expenditure on salaries, wages and allowances was 

approximately tWice as much as the income earned, and represented 97.3 per 

cent of the total operating expenses. 

ProJ:l,ts and ~~s ... - A deficit of £2,004.00 remained on the 
wages 

years trading. Salaries/and allONances amounted to .£99. 2 per £1,000 of 

turnover, ~d, as in the case of the Johannesburg and Oaoe Town market 

masters' agencies, appear to be too. high and the cause of the losses 

sustained in operating the agency. 
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~m.~ - The commission earned in operating the agency was 

derived from the handling of produce oonsigned by individual growers and 

the Deciduous u:i.d Citrus Fruit Boards. Out of the total income of 

£2,672.27, approximately i:'/40, or 27.7 per cent, ropresented commission 

earned on the handling of fruit distributed by the two control boards. 

TABLE 62 OPERATING STATEMENT t !J'l.ARKEr M.ASTli'..RS t AGENCY, BLOEMF~NTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Commission ........... £2,672.27 

·-·· ·-~~~ 
wwwzw -= . ;z * - .w..a 

Salaries,wages and allowances.£1.,536.75 

Postage, telephonee, , 
stationery•····•·••·•······•• 

Advertising•··•••••···•··•··• 

Water and light ••••o••·•••••• 

Uett surplus••··········••·•• 

70.00 

64.96 

24.10 

976.46 

~ep_dJ.:tµr~ - The main cost item was salaries, wages and 

allowances which absorbed c£a,536.75, or 57.5 per cent of the income. 

The other items of expenditure amounted to approximately £160, or about 

6 per cent of the income, leaving a surplus of 36.5 per cent of the income 

as nett profit on the year's trading. 

was the only nett surplus shown on the trading results for the year for any 

of the four market master's agencies studied. Salaries, wages and 

allowances amounted to £30. 74 per il.,000 of turnover which was also the 

lowest for the four market master/ agencies. 

It is clear that if the market masters 1 agencies are to be 

operated ~~thout financial loss, either the expenses incurred in running 

the agencies must be reduced, or the commission charged must be increased, 

or the turnover of the agencies must be greatly expanded without a reauJ.

tant disproportionate increase in operating costs. 
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It is doubtful whether the turnover of the agencies can be 

increased. They have been operating for many years, but without success 

in .1reducing their costs. It would seem that the maintenance of such an 

uneconomic alternative channel for sales on the auction market cannot be 

justified because the services provided by the market agents are just as 

reliable and are probably, more efficient. Moreover, the burden of the 

loss is borne by the market authorities and for this there can be no 

justification. Where, therefore, these agencies cannot be operated on a 

financially sounc basis, they should be closed down. 

MWi l?Ems F'guNJL.IJJ.._T.MJ/~~ 

The defects found in the Johannesburg, Cape Town, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein municipal BUCtien markets by this survey during 1947 /48 were 

1. Traffic congestion, D..ie to their location, the free flow 

of traffic to and from the markets la greatly impeded, causing 

traffic to move with difficulty and thus resulting in much 

waste of time. 

2. Inadequate facilities to cope with the demand for parking space. 

3. Lack of direct rail connection with the municipal markets at 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein, involving e~nsive r~handling. 

4. The design of the f acill ties, especially at Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein, where there were no tailboard-high loading plat

forms, slowed down deliveries and loadings. 

5. Facilities were no longer able to house comfortably the volume 

of produce passing through those markets. 

6. Cold storage facility was not provided on any of the markets. 

7. Lack of uniformity of market regulations. 

8. Lack of supervision to ensure that the eXisting market regulations 

were properly enforced, e.g. buyers used market facilities for 

re-sale of their own bulk purchases. 

9. The general standard of auctioneering on the auction markets 

was low and needed considerable improvement. 

10. Produce arrived at the markets irregularly, causing difficulties 

in establishing the quantities of ~vailable supplies, and in 

arriving at a fair price for the produce. 
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TABLE b-3 CONDENSED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL OFERATIOIB : JOHANNESBURG, C.APE TOWN.; PR~TORIL. AUD 
BLOEMFOlJT..i:GN IVIUNICIPAL MAR"t(ETS, 1947 /48 c 

---h .---· -•-- • ~ ~ ... --------- - -- • .... .- ---• .. --•-----<C'OU.<'·•• • H-----•--••~ •• • ·•-•• -----------•-.. • --w-•-----------•-->"· .. -•---~---.,-------• .. •----·---~•,-;,_-==.:-::.--=::::==:== 

Item Johannesburg 

··--·-------------------

Income 

Auction market ••• 

Farmers' market •.• 

Rentals 

General 

Market masters' agency .• 

TOTAL 

Ex_"Qenditure 

Municipal market . . . 
Market masters' agency •• 

TOT.AL •••• . . . . . . . 

Nett surplus .... . .. . 
Nett loss .... . .. 

. .. 

. . . 

. . . 

• •• 

. ... 

£ 

85,320 .. 03 

8,587.20 

6,884.20 

2,137.,17 

-5...1052.44 

1:07,981.,04 

98,899.62 

10,981.99 

109,881.61 

-
l,900.57 

II/Iuni c i p nl market 

-----------·----·-···-•--- ---· ------------
Cape Town Pretoria • Bloem:fon te in 

£ £ ±' 
<}.J 

48, 080~.68 22,698 .. 86 13,275.41 

8,698 .. 58 1,455.,33 3_,4-65 0 97 

3,409,. 00 7,216.82 2,459c05 

6,116.93 409,16 1,640.60 

658.57 12920.23 _ ~~--- _ 2 _,_ 6_7_2 . 2 7 

66,963.76 33,700.40 23,513.30 

57,718.00 28,524.04 17,123.87 

1,273.00 3,924.?5 l,92_5.81 

58,991.00 32,448.79 18,819~68 

? , 972. 76 1,251.61 4,693.62 

r-' 
(.!Q 
0 
t 
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11. Lack of provision for buyers to inspect the offerings well in 

advance of the sales. 

12. Lack of a service providing information on the quantities 

available. 

• Some of the defects noted above, such as unsuitable siting 

'of the market, inadequacy of facilities, absence of direct rail 

connections, and absence of cold storage facilities cannot be summarily 

remedied. Such matters require careful planning and take years before 

improvements are put into effect. There is no reason, however, why the 

· general administration of the markets cannot immediately be improved, 

especially in regard to uniformity of market regulations, conduct of 

sales, training of personnel, and the creation of inspection facilities 

for buyers. A summary of the financial operations of the four municipal 
markets is shown in Table 63. 

1. 

8 T.L li.li-'._ R Y 

sorily 
Excluding compul- graded produce, relatively small 

proportions of the total volume of sub-tropical fruit and 

vegetables sold on the municipal markets were graded (Table 42). 

2. • Based on value, vegetables were the most important group of 

commodities sold on the four municipal auction markets. More 

than 50 per cent of the turnover of the Johannesburg and Cape 

Town auction markets abcut 48 per oent of the sales on the 

P1·etoria auction market, and about 40 per cent of the sales on 

the Bloemfontein auction market, represented sales of 

vegetables ( Table 44). 

3. The most important sources of income to the municipal markets 

were commission levied on the auction sales, rental income, 

4. 

5. 

· end income from the farmers' market ( Tables 46 to 49). 

The proportionate income from commissions on the value of the 

produce sold on the auction market in terms of the total income 

for each municipal market was 81.2 per cent for JohanneeburgJ 

69.0 per cent for Cape Town J 71.4 per cent for Pretor1a, 

62.7 per cent for Blo0mfontein. 

Rental income, other than that from the farmers' market re

presented the follow:tng proportion of the total income for each 
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municipal marketl 6.7 per cent for Johannesburg; 5.1 per 

cent for Cape TownJ 18. 7 per cent for PretoriaJ n.s per 

cent for Bloemfontein. 

6. Income from the farmers' market as a proportion of the total 

income was 8.3 per cent for Johannesburg; 13.1 per cent for 

Cape Town; 4.6 per cent for Pretoria; 16.6 per cent for 

Bloemfontein. 

J. The major item of expenditure incurred in operating the 

municipal markets was salaries, wages and allowances. The 
of 

proportion that this ei'})ense item absorbed/the total income 

of each market was 71.5 per cent for JohannesburgJ 62.7 per 

cent for Cape TownJ 60.8 per cent for Pretoria; 68.4 per 

cent for Bloemfontein. 

of 
8. Th0 income per £1,000/auction sales for each of the markets, 

but excluding the farmers' market, was ~7.81 for JohennesburgJ 

£39.07 for Cape Town; £38.84 for Pretoria; £65.10 for Bloe~ 

fontein ( Table 50). 

9. The variation in the total income per £1,000 of auction sales 

on the municipal markets is mainly accounted for by the 

difference in rental income, income from the farmers' market 

and c ommissions levied on produce sold at auction. 

10. The operating expenses ( including nott surplus) per ij_,000 

of auction sales varied at each aunicipal market, being 

£30.34 for Johannesburg; £44.97 for Cape Town; £40.60 for 

Pretoria; £78.08 for Bloemfontein ( Table 51). 

n. Operating expenses per £1.,000 of auction sales deorea~ed as 

sales on the auction markets increased { Table 52). 

12. The municipal markets With the highest operating expenses em

ployed the most personnel ( Table 53). 

13. August to October showed the highest turnover on all four 

markets, With February the lowest for Johannesburg and Pretoriaf 
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May the lowost for Cape Town; April that for Bloemfontein 

( Table 54). 

14. Johannesburg and Cape Town recorded a nett lose, though 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein reflected a small profit on 

operating the auction market. 

15. The cost of marketing was highest for sales on the 

Bloemfontein market and about the same on the other three 

markets ( Table 57). 

16. Commission levied on the value of the produce sold was the 

major item of cost when selling produce on the auction market 

( Table 58). 

17 • The Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pretoria market masters' 

agencie~ were operated at a loss while that at Bloemfontein 

showed a profit. 
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,Q..JLA.1: 1 LRnlli 

~.n~m. 

AB defined, a market agent, ( hereinafter Siffipl.y referred to 

as an agent) is a commission merchant authorised to conduct business on 

the municipal auction mar".t.:et. Permission to operate has to be obtained 

from the authority in charge of the municipal market. 

The conditions governing the local licensing of agents, as set 

out in the regulations of the municipal markets, were 1-

~~esq~- Each applicant must ask for permission to trade 

on a prescribed form, submit proof that he has complied in all respects 

with Section 4 of the Public Auctions and Transactions in Livestock and 

Produce Act ( Act No. 22, of 1925), and any amendment thereof, and abide 

by the follOWing conditions I 

1. Any agricultural produce entrusted to the licensee for 

sale, in his capaoi ty as market agent, shall be sold on 

the market only. 

2. The licensee must be a European of 21 years of age, or over. 

3. Licenses expire on the 51st day of December and shall. be 

renewed annually. 

4. The annual fee payable in respect of such 11 cense shall be 

the sum of one pound. 

Oape 'l'om - Applications have to be submitted on a prescribed 

form. In the event of a license being authorised, the applicant must 

furnish a surety bond for such amount, a.s may be fixed by the Local 

.Authority from time to time, before the license is issued. This bond is 

required to cover any possible deficiency With regard to office rental, 

marlcet dues or monies due to consignors. Licenses are renewable anniaall.y 

on the 31st December and cost £5. 
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~tod,a - Market agents must annually obtain a certificate of 

registration it'rom the market master at a fee of two shillings and s1xpenoe 

and this has to be renewed before the 16th December in respect of the 

ensuing calender year. They are also required to furnish satisfactory security 

to tho local nuthorlty for the amount of £1.00 for due fulfilment of 

obligations to their clients. 

The market master, if satisfied that an applicant is not a 

suitable peroon, mey refuse to register him • 

.W..,~t~- Applications must be submitted on a preaoribed 

form to the Locul Authority. A monthly fee of five shillings is payable. 

on being licensed, such license to be renewed annually on the 51st 

December. Tho issuing authority may revoke or decline to renew any 

license. Licenses are not transferable and agents are subject to direotion 

by the market master. Sntisfnctory proof has to be furnished that the 

agent has fully complied with Section 4 of the Public Auotion and Trans

actions in Livestock and Produce Act of 1926 ( Act No. 22, of 1926), and 

811)" amondments thereto. 

The outstanding differences in the registration of agents are 

that those agents operating on the Cape Town and Pretoria markets are 

exempt, while those on the Bloemfontein and Johannesburg markets ere 

required to furniah proof of compliance with the Public Auction and 

Transactions in Livestock Act. The Johannesburg local authoritt ,oee not 

restrict the number of agents licensed to operate on the auction market, 

but at Cape Town and Bloemfontein the municipal authority reserves the 

right to limit the number. This restriction is not baaed on nny schedule 

laid down but appears to be a rather arbitrary measure. An applicant for 

registration as a market agent at Pretoria con be refusod if the market 

master is satisfied that the applicant is not a "suitable person". As to 

what constitutes a "suitable person" is not stated. 

The form and manner of registering a market agent thlE varies 

greatly for the individual markets, which is another illustration of the 

luck of uniformity in the existing market regulations. While 1 t is 

difficult to lay down any hard and fnat standards to which prospective 

agents must conform, as distinct fr.<.,m financial rating, the indications 
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are that the trade should be called upon to advise local authorities when 

oonsidering applications for licenses. As agents are organised at present: 

the Institute of Market Agents of S0 uth Africa appears to be the moat 

likely body to be of service in this matter. 

__BL~_ of ~&!.rket ... Agent~. oL~~th Af'd~a 

Registered as an incorporated body in 1945, this Institute is 

comprised of oonsti tuent member groups at all the terminal markets. Thia 

body has strict rules regarding the professional conduct of its members, 

and requires a high standard of integrity for both members and their 

employees. On the Johannesburg market about 00 per cent, at Cape Town, 

96 per centJ at Pretoria, 98 per ccntJ and at Bloemfontein 100 per cent 

or the agents are members of the Institute • .An organisation such ae 

this oan be of considerable help in improving and then maintaining the 

general standard of conduct of ita members. It could likewise encourage 

members to tackle problems common to the trade, as a whole, thereby, 

possibly, obtaining more positive results than by individual effort. 

~~-eJl.~atu~ of tjl~ . S~m~ 

ilrul.~b,Y,r.&- Fourty six agents were licensed to operate 

on the auction market, during 1947 /48, but at the time the survey began 

four were no longer in business. Of th0 remaining 42, 21 were relatively 

insignificant in that they collectively handled about 12 per cent of the 

volume of trading done on the auction market during the year under review, 

The 21 studied are considered to be the most representative and 

collectively handled about 66 per cent of the value of produce sold on 

the auction market during that year. 

~LT~J!Jl- Of the 14 agents operating on the market, the 11 

surveyed for the purpose of this study handled about 76 per cent of the 

value of produce sold and included all the important agents conducting 

business on that market. 

~q_tiA,~ Of the seven agents operating on the market, five 

were surveyed for the purpose of this study. These 5 handled about 71 

per cent of the value of produce sold and were the most imoortant group 

of agents in business on the mnrltet. 
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ln.9~.rn.t:£mtei.n.- Cf the aix agents operating on the market, the 

five surveyed handled about 72 per cent of the value of produce sold, 

while that handled by the market masters' agency represented about 26 

per cent of the turnover, 

Many of the agents surveyed, continued trading under the name 

of a previous owner. The name of the owner, or the style under which 

the ov:rner of a well-established and reputable market agency trades, is a 

most valuable asset. Such a name becomes well known among growers, 

thus assuring patronage because of the confidence built up over many 

years of trading. The establishment of contacts among growers by a. nev: 

firm j s an arduoea, costly nnd time-consuming task and, unleea otherv1.se 

compelled, a new principal v1ill generally continue to trade under the 

old name of the firm. 

For the purpose of this study the " period in business" was 

calculated in terms of the number of years a particular agency had been 

in existence under its present name. The principals of most of the 

agencies were the founders nnd in many instances, where the agency had 

been in existence for many years, it had passed from father to son. In 

several instances the present principals of some agencies were preVicus 

employees of the firm who had taken over the business on retirenent of 

the founder. The average nunber of years during which the agents studied 

had been in business is uhovm in Table 641-

TABIE 64 NUMBER OF YEARS IN BUSINESS• 21 MARKEr AGENTS IN JOHANNESBURG, 
11 IN CAPE TOWN, 5 IN PRETORI.tt. .. ~D 6 IN BLOEMFONTEIN ,1947 /48. 

Location of 
ra.,~r~Qt L~_._ 

Johannesburg 

Cape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

= & ♦ •• a 

Number 
M~ta 
Number 

21 

ll 

5 

6 

of 

u 

Average number of 
years.., in business 

Number of years 

. lj. 

26.5 

38.8 

13.6 

28.2 
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~A(~ - The 21 agenta surveyed had been established from 

one to 60 years, an average of 26.5 years per firm. There were 16 agente 

who had been established for c1ore than 13 yea.rs. and five who had been 

in exi.stenoe for less than five years. The seven oldest firms had been 

in business for 39, 46, 46, 47, 53, 69 and 60 years, respectively. 

Q.qpas-e._J.2¥.Jl - The oldest market agoncy in existence was in 

Cape To~m. The 11 firms surveyed for the purpose of this stucy had been 

in exl.atence f rori 12 to 68 years, an average of 38. 8 years par flrm. The 

two 11rms, which have been in business for the SQallest number of years 

have been established for 12 and 17 years, rospeotively. The three 

oldest firms have Gxisted for 60, 67 and 68 years respoot1 vely. 

~~- The five a.gents surveyed,have been in business f110m 

four to 44 years, nn average of 13. 6 years. The youngest has been 

operating for four years, and the oldest for 44 years. 

~J.Q..~11:()~.n. - The period that the fi vc agents surveyed have 

been in business ranged from three to 48 years, nn average of 28.2 

years. The youngest firm has been in business for three yeara, and the 

two oloeet firms for 43 and 48 years, respectively. 

~~1..~11 °L tM cq,nc~ 

The most common class of buainesa organisation for agents in 

Johannesburg and Cape Town was a partnership and Limited or Private 

Company ( Table 65). Partnership organisations were most common in 

Pretori~ and individual proprietorship that in Bloemfontein, 

' 
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TABLE 66 CL~S OF BUSINESS ORGANISATION, 21 MARKE'!' AGENTS IN JOHANNESBURG, 
11 IN CAPE TOWN, 5 IN PRE'.rORI~ AND 6 IN BLCBJMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

:; :-----:-rr:-•·. ff-ctt zw.s:e :::::::.:a.:~:#.=-' C * 
Class 

Total 

of Johan- Cape Prer- Bloemfon- Percen 
business neeburg Town torla tein Number tage 

."l'C'""'t"::~ 

Number 

Individual ••••••• 3 4 1 4 12 28.6 

Partnership ••••• 9 6 4 l 19 46.2 

Li.mi ted Oou1pany ••• 4 2 - - 6 14.3 

~rivate Company •• 3 - - 3 7.1 

Producer's coopera-
tive ............. 2 .2 4.8 

21 aa.w 11 5 6 42 
w •- &&» a.00,0 

One of the P~oducer's cooperatives in Johannesburg had a branch 

in Cape Town. Except for the two r.mrket agencies organised on the bae1e of 

a producer's co-operative in Johannesburg, and the branch of the one co

operative in Gape Town, no similar form of market agenoy exi.sted at Pretoria 

'or Bloemfontein. 

A distinctive feature of these agents surveyed was their com

bination of other enterprises With that of a market agency, namely, 

oom□ission mwohant, broker, wholesaler, auctioneer, cartage contractor, 

genoral dealer and, in one instance retailer and hawker. 

The number of market agents surveyed at each terminal market 

grooped according to their combination of enterprises, 1a shown in 

TablQ 66. 
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TABLE 66 IvlA.RKET AGENTS SURVEYED GROUPED .A.COORDING TO COMBINATION OF EN
TE.RPRISF21 21 IN JOHANNESBU!W,_ 11 IN CAPE TOJvN, 6 IN PRETORIA 
AND 6 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/4ts. 

Combination 
of 

Enterprises Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

1. Market agent ••••• 

2. Market agent , 
commission merohant 

~,. Market agent, 
auctioneer ••••••• 

4. Market agent, 

9 

1 

wholesaler•·••·•• 2 

5. Market agent, 
commission merchant, 
broker••••·•••·•• 

6. Market agent, 
commission morchant 
wholesaler-~••••• 

7. Market agent, 
commission merchant, 
cartage contractor, 
general dealer••·• 

8. Market agent,commission 
merchant,auctioneer, 
broker ••••••••• • • • 

9. Market agent, 
commission merchant, 
au~tioneer •••••••• 

10.Market agent, 
wholeaaler,retailer 

4 

3 

2 

Number of agents 

3 

8 

-

.- ·we◄■-

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

-

2 

1 

6 

The agents who were commission merchants executed country orders 

for fruit and vegetables, supplied farm requisites, sold eggs direct from 

their stores, and accepted contracts for supplying institutions With fresh 

produce on a commi~sion basis. 
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Tho brokerage activities of market agents were confined to the 

handling of table and seed potatoes, and dried produce. Wholesaling was 

limited to fruit, vegetables and seed ( including aeed potatoes). Agents, 

who were also auctioneers, sold livestock and real estate. 

Size o.f...JlU!J.p~ 

In Table 67 the firms are grouped according to their turnover 

as market agents. The turnover of the 14 agents in Johannesburg varied 

from £15,000 to £700,000 and averaged £160,900, while that for agents in 

Cape Town ranged .from £23,000 to £360,000 and averaged £124,600. 

TABLE 67 MARKET AGENTS, GROUPED ACCORDING TO TURNOVER, 14 IN JOHANNESBURG, 
9 IN CAPE TOWN, 5 IN PRErORIA AND 5 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Sales per 
firm 

£15000-£49,999 

£50,000-£90,000 

£1.00,0o-£149,999 

£1. 50 , 000-£220 , 000 

£300, 000 and over 

(1 (1 
Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

4 

5 

2 

3 

2 

Number of firms 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

-

-
1 

4 

5 
&LL 

6 

-
-
-

5 
Z:SSiWS.14 .. 3&2 w.•illi 

1) Firms which could supply data on their sales as market agents• 

Sru.ee in Pretoria. varied from £60,000 to £146,000, averaging 

£.l..10,180 per agent, as against £15,000 to £50,000, or an average of 

£32,300 for those in Bloemfontein. 

In general, agents handled a wide variety of agricultural 

produce. Out of the totn:J.. surveyed at all four the terminal markets 

only one agent in Johannesburg specialised in handling all kinds of vege

tables. The various groups of commodities handled, and the number of 

agents surveyed who handled these grrups of commodities at each terminal 

market, are shown in Table 68. 
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TABLE 68 GROUPS OF COMMODITIES HANDLED BY 21 MARKET AGENTS IN JOHANN/ESBORO, 
11 IM CAPE TOWN, 5 IN PRETORIA AND 5 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 48. 

Group 
or 
commodities 

1. Fruit, vegetables, 
eggs, poultry, dried 
prodtlce ••••••••••• 

2. Fruit, vegetables, 
poultry, dr1 ed 
produce•••••·••••• 

3. Fruit,vegetables 
eggs, poultry ••••• 

4. Vcgetablos,eggs, 
poultry, dri cd 
produce••••··••••• 

6. Fruit,vegetablos, 
dried produce••••• 

6. Vegetables, eggs, 
poultry •••......... 

7. Vegetables,poultry. 

a. Poultry, dried 
produce ••••. , .•••• 

9. Vegetables •••••••• 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

10 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

-
1 

-

6 4 

l 

-
-

5 
·&i\ilim 

An attempt was made to ascertain which particular products were 

handled in greatest quantity by individual market agents. Investigation c£ 

the records kept by the firms showed that their manner of bookkeeping did not 

provide inforr!ation regarding the qunnti ty, or valuG, of individual products 

handled. The agents wore unwilling to estir.w.te the volume, or value, of 

the principal individual products handled, Due to the seasonal nature of the 

produce handled and the constant variation in the prices realised for the 

com□odities, they could give no definite figure. 

Ihring periods of over-supply to a particular market, when prices 

decline, agents tend, With permission of the consignor to consign produce 

received, to other narkets where pricea may be more favourable. The volume 

of such reconsignments would ton great extent reflect the degree of di.a-
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equilibrium between prices on the various markets. One would expect 

that whero narket reports are disseminated rapidly and oocurately the intel'

market movement of produce wruld be o.t a r.dninum, as consignors would 

quickly respond to a favourable price. Reconsignments by ogonta of products 

to other markets, however, were not extensive. In Johannesburg there were 

four agents who reconsigned produce, chiefly fruit and vegetables, valued 

at &B,600 to other narkcts. One agent in Pretoria rc~oonsigned produce, 

principally potatoes and dried benns, to the value of about £1.,000 to 

other aarkets during the year under review. None of the agents in Oape 

Tovm and Bloecfontoin reconsigned produce to other □arkets during that 

period. 

EXECUTION QF COUN'.l'.BX....QRPB. 

As has been shown in Table 68 the majority of agents combined one or 

more enterprises With their business as a r.mrket agent. Those agents who 

executed orders for fresh produce on a Commission basis supplied country 

wholesalers, and country and local retailers w1 th various fruit and 

vegetables, as well as seed potatoes to farmers. The commission charged 

on fruit and vegetables was usually 10 per cent on the purchase price while 

that on seed potatoes, or ordinary potatoes, varied from~ to 5 per cent 

depending on the aize of the order. 

In Johannesburg, of the 18 agents, who were also commission 

merchants, ten were able to provide data on the value of country orders 

executed. They supplied fresh produce to the value of approximately 

£J. 73,200 to country clients during the year under review. 

Those agents who were also oommiasion merchants, surveyed in Cape 

Town, Pretoria and Bloemfontein, were unable to supply any information 

concerning the value of the produce supplied to country clients. Dis

cussions held with these agents gave the impression that the value of 

country orders exeou ted were small. 

QMH ADVANCES TO ~l:QV--

I t is common practice among agents to make available oash loans to 

clients. A variety of reasons were advanced by growers for the purpose of 

obtaining a loan. The most common reasons advanced were to 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 144-. 

1. Pay wages. 

2. Effect oapitnl improvom~nts, such as fencing the farm, 

drilling borehol0s, building dams, 

3. Purchase farm implements. 

4. Purchase seeds and fertilizers. 

6. Purchase motor cars or lorries. 

6. Secure ready cash for household and general farm 

cxpendi ture. 

7. Purchase land • 

.Agents did not charge any interest on advances made to growers, 

Repayment was usually effected by consigning produce to the agent who 

deducted either a portion or the total amount realised for the consignment 

fro□ the debt until it was liquidated. In rare instances growers repaid 

loans in cash. 

Critics of this prnctice have suggested that by advancing n loan 

the agent obtains a hold over the grower in that he is now compelled to 

consign his produce to the agent. This does not appear to be borne out in 

practice. Growers retained their freedom of action in disposing of their 

crops as they were not required to enter into contracts of any description 

on receipt of a loan. Many agents stated that they would welcome the 
I 

cessation of this trade practice as it led to complications. In many 

instances a grower who obtained o lonn transferred his business to another 

ngent. It was also a difficult task to decide whether or not to accede 

to a request for a loan and what the limit of the amount advanced should 

be. A wrong decision could mean either the loss of a client or the in

currenoe of a bad debt. 

Data on lonns advanced to growers ~ere obtained from 13 agents in 

Johannesburg, 6 in Cape Town, 3 in Pretoria nnd 4 in Bloemfontein, Table 

68. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 145-

TABLE 69 CASH ADVANCES MADE TO GROWERSt 13 MARKET AOEMTS IN JOHANNFSBURG, 
6 INC.APE TONN, 3 IN PRETORIA JrnD 4 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

.... 
Location 
of market 
ngenta 

Johannesburg 

Cape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

........... ~ ... 
Nuober 

15 

6 

3 

4 

&&! 

Total amount 
advanced 

116,800 

24,000 

28,200 

2, 100 

a 

Average per 
agent 

8,980 

4,000 

9,400 

526 

The amounts loaned by the 13 individual agents in Johannesburg 

ranged from £200 to £15,000, an average of £8,980; for the six in! Cape 

Town, from ctACO to £12, 500, an average of £4,000; for the three in Pretoria, 

from £1.,000 to £25,000, an average of iB, 400 and for the four in Bloemfontein, 

from £:LOO to ck.1.,000, an average of £526. 

The total losses incurred on the advances made by agents in 

Johannesburg, Cape Town and Bloemfontein amounted to £250, £180 and £36 

respectively. These losses were sustained by individual firms at those 

centres. A collective loss of £592 was suffered by three agenta in 

Pretoria, 

Only a few agents made it a practice not to advance loans to 

growers. Their attitude was that during a poriod of high prices a grower 

should be able to finnnoe himself, and when the price level wns low the 

risk was too great. Moreover, they felt that the ca.pi tal absorbed by loans 

to growers earned no interest and was, therefore, an unnecessary expense 

item for the business, especially if the firm operated on on overdraft. 

Due to the high price level during the past decade, the demand 

for loans during 1947 /48 was not as high as during the pre-World War ll 

period. The consensus of opinion among the agents, however, was that the 

demand for cash loans by growers is shoWing a tendency to increase to the 

level of that period. 
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rn..QF fARM BNIISITF,8 

Ape.rt from making cash loens, agents also aid growers in 

acquiring farm requis1 tee. The form of aid in vogue is either to etook 

various farm requisites or to instruct a dealer in such requieitea to 

supply the grower. In the latter instance, which is most common, the 

agent w.l.11 either pay for the goods purchased by the grower or guarantee 

payment to the dealer. In most instances the agent remits peyment to the 

dealer and the grower· pays the agent, The time taken by the grower to pay 

the agent for his outlay will vary, depending on the arrangements made 

between them. 

The i tams included under farm requisttes are seeds, bags, boxes, 

fertiliser, wire, spraying material, farm implements and packing material. 

The value of the farm requisites supplied by, or through, agente 

to growers ia shown in Table 70. 

TABLE 70 V.AWE OF FARM REQUISITES SUPPLIED TO GRC1NER9 BY 18 MARKE!' AGENTS 
IN JOHANNESBURG, 7 IN CAPE TOWN, 4 IN PRErORIA AND 2 IN BLOBiFON

TEIN, 1947 / 48. 

-- - ww~.,..,.~~=·-.z:.:=:ez..:.- 2 = = Total value 
Location of farm re-
of market quisi tee Average 
agents Number supplied per agent 

-
£ £ 

Johannesburg 18 212,2aa 11,793 

Oape Town 7 1,650 220 

Pretoria 4 56,760 7,864 

Bloemfontein 2 800 400 

& 2 LlfJi.t:E. .CL¥ as_ 

The value of farm requisites supplied to growers by the 18 

individual agents in Johannesburg varied from £100 to £41,000, an average 

of £J.l,79BJ for the seven in Oape Town, from £100 to £400, an average of 

£220J for the four in Pretoria, from £2,000 to £45,000, an average of 

£7,864 and for the two in Bloemfontein, wo.a £300 and £600, reapeotively. 
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On the average, the value of farm requisites supplied by agents 

in Johannesburg and Pretoria greatly exceeded that for those in Cape Town 

and Bloemfontein. The precise reason for this rather wide di.fference 

is not at hand, but one may infer the.t keener competition for clients 

is probably the main reason. 

li_ur;1 l;)_g r o,.f..J~ er~ OQJl_eh.jJ'lc~ u .. QJ.n~rj nc_lp.l1JJt, 
. ~r ..f.1..m 

The numbc:r of personnel er1ployed by the firms is sho,~,n in 

Table 71. 

TABLE 71 NUMBER OF PERSONNEL, INCLUDING PRINOIP~LS EMPLOYED BY 21 
TuiARKET AOB::NTS IN JOHANNESBURG, 11 IN CA?E TOWN, 5 IN PRETORIA 
.t\ND 5 I 1'T BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 / 48. 

Total number of personnel 
Oapaci ty in 
which employed Johannesburg Cape Town 

~dn;inistrati ve and 
snlasme.n (1 •••······•• 

Labourers • • • • • e • • • • • • • 

""dndn:istrati ve 
and salosmen ........... 
Labourers .............. 

Total 

1) Includes principals. 

248 

325 

94 

100 

Average per firm 

11.8 

15.5 

27.3 

8.5 

9.0 

17. 5 

Pretoria 

46 

80 

25.2 

Bloemfon
tein 

23 

37 

4.6 

7.4 

12.0 

The average number of personnel employed by agents was highest 

in Johannesburg - Z7 .3 per firm - compared with 25. 2, 17. 5 and 12.0 per 

firm, respectively, for those in Pretoria, Cape Town nnd Bloemfontein. 

The greater proportion of the personnel employed were labourers. 

Staffs employed ~J agents cnn broadly be divided into the 

following categories e-

l. Oleric.ru. staff 
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2. Salesmen 

3. Labourers 

The clerical staff is mainly conc~rned w.tth the keeping of aoorunts 

and records of the firm. The .du ti es of the salesmen are twofold. Ill ring 

the auction sales on the market they represent the firm at each of the 

auction sale points where produce consigned to the.firm is being sold. It 

is their duty, by canvassing for customers, or otherwise, to 

negotiate the best sale possible in the interests of the clients of the 

firm. After their duties on the auction market ceaee, they perform office 

and such other duties as the firm may require. 

Except for five Europeans employed by firms in Johannesburg, all 

those employed as labourers, were non-m.iropeans. 

FINANCIAL RE@.~ 

Oenera:J. 
1·'1 

The financial records of the firms were wholly inadequate for 

the purpose of analysing the cost of operating a market agency._ The 

multiple activities of the firms were n1ot refl.ected in a departmentalleed 

form, and, consequently, it was not possible to establish the turnover, ·nor 

to allocate costs of operation against each enterprise. As has been shown 

in Table 65, all the agents, except three in Cape Town, combined their market 

agency rusiness With one or more additional enterprises. The profit and 

loss accounts of some agents did differentiate between income derived from 

operating the market agency and that derived from other sources, but in no 

single instance were expenses allocated against each enterprise. 

The problem of allocating costs was discussed with the principals 

of the firms in an attempt to establish an anprox:imate operating statement 

for market agents. The difficulties which p:t·esented themselves could not 

be overcome, hence such an operating statement could not be presented. 

The major difficulties arose in attempting to allocate the various expense 

items against each enterprise. One~ a week, or once a month, an agent, who 

is also an auctioneer mcy conduct a property sale that would proVide an 

income of several hundred pounds. If he was a broker, incoming orders would 

be handled as part of office routine by clerks who wrote up the market agency 

books. Were the agent a wholesaler, or commission merchant, the general 
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offioe staff or salesmen, would aicilarly attend to the work ae part of 

their duties. The agents were eimply not in a. position to indicate ~ho.t 

proportion of their employees! .time should be allocated to their various 

duties, nor what ratic• of thetr --t.~·1-11" ~::r .. penae items should be debited 

against each of their enterprises. In addition, income from all sources, 

except that ,1er1 ved from the Market agency, were in mpat instances lumped 

together and would have required a detailed analysis of each entry in the 

record.a of the firms to establish income from each source. Under the 

circumstances, this was not feasible. 

From the view point cf the agents, departmentalised accounting 

would involve additional ou tle.y which, they felt, was not justified. Hence 

an analysis of their operating expenses as e market a~ent could not be 

presented. 

The proportion that the averag~ gross income from opera:bing the 

market agency constituted of their total gross income, is shown for a 

representative number of agents at each centre in ~able 72. 

TABLE 72 TOTAL INCOME ~ 17 Ivi.Af.KET AGENTS IN JOHANNE;SWRO, 7 IN OAPE TCJNN·, 
4 IN PRETORIA AND 5 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/ 48. -

Souroe of 
income 

---- Wi 

Johannesburg Ct!.pe Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Gro9s income 
£ £ £ £ 

Market agency 129,51700 54,729.1 27,827.1 9,769.7 

a 

.. ~~tblWioie .. r"--(..,=1 ..... _____ 1~2~. 2~::.,_~j" G __ B~~'2?.7 ... ~.;.a ___ 2~§.B_31_._0 ___ .. 1.._6_,o.....,e0 .... _6 _____ w_ 

._To._tl&ilila.1-... __ ~---=2:.::;:5~.d§L~ .. ---:~~-.a.7..le .. 7. 67.J..564. 9 241858. 2 

Percentage of total gross income 

Market ngency 51.5 60.3 48.5 59.5 

Qtll~I 48..:J __ ~z .. f?l.,-5 60.7 
i 

total ""00~0 .. o~ ~Q,,~ C ... .. ~~...-:!li&-'ftie...t L♦.S 

1) Broker, commissiom merchant, 't',holosaler, nuctionE: n'.1:-. 
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The market agency wa~ the main source of income for the 17 

agents 1n Johannesburg and seven in Oape Town, but provided the leaser 
in 

proportion or income for the four in Pretoria and five/Bloemfontein. 

jpproximately 51 and 60 per cent of the gross income for agents in 

Johannesburg and Cape Town, respectively, was derived from the market 

agency, as against 48 and 39 per cent, respectively, for those in 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein. 

While the gross income from the market agency and that from 

other sources was proportionally nearly equal for agents in Johannesburg 

and Pretoria, income from the market agency was about 50 per cent greater 

than that from other sources for agents in Cape Tom, but approXimately 

60 per cent less than that froo other sources for agents in Bloemfontein. 

Income from sources other than the market agency forms a most 

substantial part of the gross income for the agents studied, which is 

indicative of the multifarious services performed by agents in the 

distributing process. 

AQQOUMT S~ 

From the records of a representative number.of agents at each 

centre 1 t was possible to extract an analysis of their account sales for 

agricultural produce handled as market agents. The data extracted included 

gross amount realised for the produce, the various deductions made, and 

the nett a.mount paid to the consignors. 

Repr~!m,tati veness of t}:le .Account Sales a&lal~Ell\ 

The percentage of the total turnover constituted by the volume 

of produce handled by the agents on the auction market - their combined 

sales are set rut in Table 72 - was 65.9 per cent for thmse in Johannesburg, 

76.0 per cent for those in Cape Town and 25.5 nod 72.6 per cent, 

respectively, for those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein. In Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein no distinction is made in the commission charged by the market 

master on various kinds of agricultural produce sold at auction. On the 

Johannesburg auction market, commission on grain, and that in Cape Town 
' 

on dried agricultural pDoduce, eggs, bulk pineapples, lucerne, mealies and 

cereals, are different from that charged~on the other commodities. These 

commodities, however, form a small proportion of the market turnover(Tablo 44). 
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More than 90 per cent of the volume of produce handled by the agents 

would, therefore, represent fruit and vegetables, The analysis of the 

account sales of the agents would thus in effect portray the cost of 

marketing fruit and vegetables. excluding on-farm costs from the time it 

left the consignor until sold at auction at the terminal market concerned. 

The analysis of the combined account sales for agents studied at 

each terminal market is shown in Table 73. 

The doduct.lons represent all i terns of expense involved in 

Qarketing the produce after it leaves the farm until finally sold at 

auction. The items of cost comprise railage agents commission, market 

dues, levy and auction sales tax. 

The levy shown refers to levy collected on apples and potatoes 

which is deducted before remitting to the consignor and as such is aho'W?l 

as an expense item. 

TABLE 73 ANALYSIS OF AOOOUNT SALES I 1,1 VAHKET !C .. ENTS IN JOH.ANNFSBU:RO, 
9 IN 0.A.PE TOWN, 2 IN PRETORIA, AND 6 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Le &ill ii 

Item Johann es burg 

£ 

Nett paid to consignor 1,866,491.6 
.Railage •• • .. • • • • • • •. • • 159,366.3 
Agents conm11eion 1) 129,604.4 
Market dues 2)...... 57,666.6 
Levy 3) •••••••••••• • 27,706.6 
Auction sales tnx •••• 12,859.6 

Oape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

906,302.2 
97,759.6 
661188.6 
37,292.6 
13,338.1 -

178,242.7 
10,638.8 
10,360.8 

6,134.2 
2,936.1 
1,025.8 

£ 

150,662.2 
20,134.6 
12,033.4 

8,381.7 
2,Ml.l 

.... 

l,2tnl 21 2521 574.0 ~O,BSL..Q.. _2!J9 1 338.4 19316..§.~~ 

Nett paid to 
consignor ••••••••••• 
Rai lage ••• • •••••.•• • 
Agents commission •••• 
Market dues•••••·••, 
Levy •••••••.••• , •• , , 
.&1ction sales tax • •. 

Total 

s2.s 
7.1 
5.7 
2.6 
1.2 
0.6 

100.0 

Percentage of sales 

80.9 85.1 77.8 
8.7 5.2 10.4 
5.9 4.9 6.2 
3.3 2.9 4.3 
1.2 1.4 1.3 

0.6 -
~-~~~cw 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
··•·-----· ~~ --~ ----==-- ~--~=-=-=.:-=:-==-.:;;::=:==-======:========== Includes insurance 

Includes storage ant\ weighing fees. 
Potato and apple levy. The levy on appl.ua is less than 1/lOth of l 
per cent, of the ea.lea. 
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Produce sold on the Pretoria auction market· yielded the highest 

nett return to consignors, namely 85.1 per cont of sales, while that sold at 

Bloemfontein provided the lowest nett return - 77. 8 per cent of sales. The 

nett return to consignors for produce sold on the Johannesburg and Cape 

Town markets was 82.8 and B0.9 percent, respectively. 

Railage was the most important expense item. Ra.ilage on produoe 

consigned to Bloemfontein, represented 10.4 per cent of sales, and was pro

portionately about twice as much as thnt on produce railed to Pretoria. 

Railaga on produce consigned to Johannesburg and Cape Town respectively. 

represented 7.1 und 8.7 per cent of sales. 

Agents comrr~ssion, expressed as a p0roentago of sales, was about 

the same at Johannesburg and Oape TO"wn, namely 6.7 and 5.9 per cent, 

respecti velyJ lowest at Pretoria, 4. 9 per cent; and highest at Bloemfontein, 

6.2 per cent .. 

Market dues expressed aa a percentage of sales was about the same at 

Johannesburg and Pretoria, namely 2.6 and 2.9 per cent, resnectivelyJ higher 

at Capo Tovrn, 3 • 3 per centJ and hi ghost at Bloemfontein, 4. 5 ner cent. 

The levy pnid, expressed aa a percentage of sales, was the same at 

Johannesburg and Cape Town, namely 1.2 per cent, nnd slightly more, nanely 

1. ,1 and 1. 3 per cent, at Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively. 

1. 

2. 

4. 

§ V M.JLAJL.X. 

The form end conditions governing the issue of a local licence to 

market agents varied for the different centres. 

The average period over which the agents studied had been in 

business was 26.5 years for those in Johannesburg, 38.8 years for 

those in Cape Town and 13,6 and 28.2 years for thoee in Pretoria. 

and Bloemfontein respectively. 

Excluding those ut Bloe~ontein, the najority of agents at the 

other centres were constituted either as partnerships or limited 

or private companies. The maj orl ty of agel\tr .. at .Bloemfontein 

were organised as individual proprietorships.· 

&l the agents surveyed, except three in Cape Town, combined one 

or more other business activity vd. th that of a market a.gent. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 163 -

6. Based on volume of produce handled as market agents,the 

amalleat agents were found at B]oom·.j·ontein ( Table 67) • 

6. The produce handled by the agents included eµl kinds of 

fresh fruit and vegetables, dried produce, poultry and eggs. 

Only one agent specialised to the extent of handling all kinda 

of vegetables only. 

7. Reconsignment of produce to other markets by agents was limited 

to small amounts for agents in Johannesburg and Pretoria only. 

B. Execution of country orders on a commission basis amounted to 

about £173,200 for agents in Johannesburg, while that for agents 

at other centres, although not determined, appear to be in

significant. 

9. Uoat ttgent1 advsn1.ted caeh loans to clients. The average amount 

advanced by firms in Johannesburg was £8,890J in Cape Town, 

£4,000J in Pretor.la and Bloemfontein, £9,400 and £625, respeotiv& 

ly. 

10. The total losses sustained on these loans amounted to £260 and 

£180, for individual firms in Johannesburg and Cape Town, 

respect1v0ly, while three agents in Pretoria suffered·a 

collective loss of £592. 

11. The average value of farm requisites supplied to clients per 

firm was £11,795 in Johannesburg, £220 in Oape Town, £7,964 in 

Pretoria, and £400 in Bloemfontein. 

12. The average numbar of personnel ( including prlncipru.s) employed 

per firm was 'Z7 • 3 in Johannesburg, 17. 5 in Onpe Town, 26, 2 in 

Pretoria, and 12 in Bloemfontein. 

13. Gross inoome from operating t~ market agency represented 61. 3 

per cent of the total gros~ income for agents in Johannesburg, 

60.3 per cent for those in Cape Town, 48.5 per cent for those in 

Pretoria, and 59.B per cent for those in Bloemfontein. 
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14. The average percentage which consignors receivGd of the price 

realised at nuction for fruit ..... other than deciduous and 

citrus - and vegetables consigned to Johannesburg was 82.8. 

The corresponding percentages at the other terminal markets 

were 80.9 ft)r Onpe Town, 86.1 for Pretoria, and 7/.8 for 

Bloemfont0ln. 
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Information regarding the names and addresses of all known 
(1 

wholesale fresh produce firms handling fresh fruit nnd vegetables and 

situated within the municipal boundary of each of the four citioa, was 

obtained from the market agents in Johannesburg, Cape Tom, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein, The list of names and addresses was checked with the 

officer-in-charge of the respective local offices of the Division of 

Economics nnd W.ltirkets to ensure that all the wholesale fresh produce 

dealers were brought into the scope of this study. Each of the whole

salers wae interviewed and the purpose of the study explained to him. 

General information concerning the source of purchase, 

commodities handled, class of business organisation, principal outlets, 

and activities of the firms, V!ere readily supplied by all of them. 

An exarninati~n of their records showed that it was impossible 

to determine either the volume or the value of each commodity or group 

of oommodi ties purchased froc each source and sold to various outlets. 

The only relative information uvailnble was reflected in the final 

accounts which recorded the total value of all conm.odi ties purchased and 

sold, 

One of the purposes of this study waa to nscertoin the relative 

importance of the various sources of supply and the relative importance 

of the various outlets to which they aell their produce. It was not 

possible to obtain this infor□ation from the records of the firms due to 

their incompletness. 

1) While records were obtained from all known wholesale fresh produce 
firms ( Tnble 4) the number of firms analysed for the purpose of 
this study concern onlv those which handle either fresh fruit or 
vegetables or both, but exclude those firms which handle only such 
products as potatoes and onions but no other kind of fresh fruit or 
vogetal,.~le. 
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To determine tho importance of each source of purchase and 

outlet it was necessary for the wholesalers to estimate either the pro

portionate qunnti ty or value of all produce purchased from ench source 

and a0Ja to each outlet. The firms were willing to estimate the pro

port,ionate quantities rather than the value. The reason advanced was 

that th8 unit price of the comri1odi ty, not the total cost, determined the 

quantity they would buy for resale. Consequently they were more able to 

do this rather than estimate value purchased and sold. 

Due to the inadequacy of the records of the firms it was also 

not possible to analyse cost of marketing data separately for frdt nnd 

for vegetables. The firms did not distinguish between these two groups 

of commodities in their accounting. 

The financial records which were made available consisted of the 

Trading Account, the Profit and Loss Account and Balance Sheet for the 

financial year 1947/48. 

There appears to be no reason why the estimates made by the 

principals of the firms studied, where factual datn could not be provided, 

should not be accepted as reliable for the purpose of this study. 

~r~~ntatl.Y~ ,nnt~ Q.~ 
who.le.§w_c~. 

~~a,m\e_fil> ... ~r£. - A total of 23 fresh fruit and vegetable wholer 

sale produce firms were located in Johannesburg. Sixteen of these firms 

handled both fresh fruit and vegetables while three specialised in fresh 

fruit, three in bananas and one in vegetables only. 

Statements for the 1947/48 financial year were obtained from 

the principals of 15 out of the 16 fruit and vegetable wholesalers, the 

three fruit wholesalers, the three banana wholesalers and the vegetable 

wholesaler. The principals of 13 of the firms which handled vegetables 

and the principals ot 19 of the firms which handled fruit provided 

estimates of the proportionate volume of the fruit and vegetables pur-

chased from various sources and sold to various outlets. General information 

regarding the conduct of their business that could be utilised for the 

purpose of this study was obtained from 20 out of the 23 wholesalers. 
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Oa;g~ To~m - Six v.rholesale fresh fruit and vegetable produce 

firms were found in Cape Town of whom five handled both frosh fruit and 
• 

vegetables and one handled bananas only. Financial records for 1947 /48 

were obtainod from four of the five fruit and vogotable firms and from 

the bnnana wholese.ler. Tho principals of all five produce firma handling 

fruit and vegetables estimated the proportionate quantity of the fruit 

and vegetables which they purchased from various sources and sold to the 

various outlets. General information was supplied by all the wholesalers. 

f.r..e.tOFll- Of the fifteen wholesale fresh produce firms in 

Pretoria, 14 handled both fruit and vegetables, and one was a banana 

wholesaler. Seven of the most important fruit and vegetable wholesalers 

were able to provide acceptable financial records for their 1947 /48 

trading year whilst the financial records of the rema:t:uing seven firms, 

which were small concerns, were considered as unsuitable for the purpose 

of the study. 

Principals of ten of the wholesale firms furnished estimates of 

the proportionat0 volume of vegetables purchased from various sources and 

sold to various outlets and principals of 11 of these firms did the same 

for fruit. General information was obtained from 12 of the wholesalers. 

There were three wholesale fruit and vegetable 

produce merchants in Bloemfontein of whom two furnished financial records 

for 1947/48. The third wholesaler was the smallest of the three and com

bined his wholesaling of fresh fruit and vegetables with a wholesale and 

retail grocery store. His financial records were of no value as his 

accounting made no distinction between his wholesaling of fruit and 

vegetables and wholesaling and retailing of groceries. All three whole

salers estimated the proportionate volume of produce purchased from 

·various sources and sold to v:-1.rious outlets, and provided genornl 

information about the conduct of their business. 

~c.,la).J.5-a~j.o.n.. e Except for a few firms in Johannesburg and one 

in Cape Town, the majority of v1holer:Jalers did not find it expedient to 

specialise. A retailer of fresh produce or those customers in the 
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catering trades who roquiro n variety of both fruit and vegetables e.nd 

become nccusto~ed to denl with a firm prefer purchasing the bulk of their 

supplies at one souce. The few wholesalers in Johannesburg who 

specialised in vegetables or fruit, other than bananas, did not restrict 

their hand.lings but. carried as wide a range as possible of these 

commodities. The e:xistence of separate specialised outlets for f'rui t and 

for vegGtables in Johannesburg only may be attributed to the fact that 

Johannesburg, being the largest terminal market in the Union, is large 

enough to warrant the existence of specialist services. These specialised 

flrms also cater for the needs of distant country clients who obtain 

their supplies of fruit and vegetables from Johannesburg. 

Bananas are mostly marketed in a relatively green condition. 

Expert knowledge and special facilities, such as properly equipped 

ripening rooms, are required to ripen bananas successfully for commercial 

purposes. This commercial ripening lends itself to specialisation 

because bananas ~an be ripened more economically the greater the volume 

handled. Ole to these factors and the preference of wholesale produce 

firms to handle bnnanns ready for sale, the larger centres, such as 

Johannesburg, Cupe Town and Pretoria, have a demand for the services of 

specialist banana dealers. 

Retailin~ 1 A particular feature of the fresh fruit and vegetable 

wholesalers surveyed is that all the wholesalers in each of the cities 
(1 

sell a considerable proportion of produce direct to consumers • The 

retailers vrho patronise these wholesalers of for no objection to the re

tailing acti vi ti cs of their wholesale suppli ors as these wholesalers, due 

to their location, are not in competition with their retail clients. 

It would appear that the retailing of produce by wholesalers is 

partly related to tho characteristics of their trade. The main reasons 

wcy wholesalers engage in retailing may be summarised as follows •-

1) Wholesalers in New York, U.S.A., who sell produce at retail, confine 
their activities largely to supplying large chainstore or hotel 
systems• Cornell University Agricultural Experinent Station &lletin, 
No. 494. 
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The unpredictability of the demand by their clients often lands 

the wholesaler ~dth considerable quantitieP of unsold stock. 

The highly perishable nature of the commodities handled and 

lack of cold storage facilities, make it imperative that the 

supplies on hund must be sold without delay. In order. to 

reduce spoilage losses, wholesalers sell these stocks at retail. 

2. Wholesalers want to reduce their daily cnrrj"-OVer of stocks 

4. 

• 

to the minimum. Large stocks on hand ma.v cause serious losses, 

especially when supplies to the market become plentiful and 

prices move erratically. A large carry-over of stocks purchased 
' 

at high prices will also place a wholesaler at a competitive 

disadvantage when market prices fall. 

The bulk of the produce marketed is ungraded ( Table 42) which 

c~1ses wholesalers unwittingly to buy produce unsuitable for 

their trade. Even where graded products are purchased, the 

human element of the grader enters the picture, and a consignment 
.... 

of first grade produce purchased may contain a proportion of 

commodities well below the standard laid down for that grade. 

Consequently, wholesalers often find themselves in the position 

of having purchased produce of which they had misjudged the 

quality, and wbich was unsuitable for their trade. In order to 

rid themselves of such produce, it is sold at retail, and very 

often at cost, in order to avoid losses. 

Part of a consignment of produce purchased may contain overripe 

produce which can only be disposed of at retail. 

No evidence was available as to what extent retailing by whole-

salers could be related to the characteristics peculiar to their trade as 

set out above. It would appear to the v1ri ter that retailing by vrholesalers 

is, to a great extent, a measure of their careless buying. The wholesalers 

do experience great diff~culty in purchasing supplies suitable for their 

business due to the lack of standardisation and grading of the produce 

they buy, and the generally poor quality of the produce marketed. Although 

these are mitigating factors, the exercise of greater care by wholesalers, 
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when purchasing supplies, would to a great extent reduce that proportion 

of produce purchased which is unsu~table for their trade, and help to 

obVinte the necessity of disposing these commodities at retail. 

It can be argued that wholesalers, who conduct a certain 

proportion of their sales at retail, and thereby realise higher margins 

for a portion of their stocks, are in a better position to operate on 

lower mareins as wholesalers, and thus reduce their coat of marketing 

at wholesale level. The extent to which this ia true has yet to be 

proved. There is, no doubt, however, that retailing by wholesalers re

duces their spoilage losses, and cuts losses which would othervriae be 

sustained on stocks which could not be disposed of through normal wholaeal.e 

outlets. 

~.l.Pd in business 
The period over which those wholesale firms surveyed in Johannes

burg had been in business, ranged from two to 37 years, the average being 

17.4 years. Wholesalers surveyed in Cape Town had been in business from 

two to 43 years, an average of 17 years, In Pretoria the wholesalers 

had been in the business fro~ two to 27 years, an average of 9.7 yea.ref 

those in Bloemfontein six to 35 yeare, with an average of 21.7 years. 

The two wholesalers in Bloemfontein had on the average been 

longest in the business, but the oldest established firr.i was in Oape Town. 

Thie firm had been ln business for 43 years. 

~:titutiOJ:1 ~j tw COnOez:rui 

The moat common class of business organisation in Johannesburg, 

Cape Town l;Uld Bloemfontein was partnership. Individual ownership was 

most com~on in Pretoria. It would seem that the partnership form or 
business organisation in the wholesale fruit nnd vegetable trade 1s 

eapecielly favoured where the organisation ie large. The class of business 

organisation of all the wholesalers surveyed is shown in Table 74. 
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TABLE 74 OLASS OF BUSINESS ORGANISATION - 25 WHOLmALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE 
PRODUCE FIRMS IN JOHANNESBURG, 6 IN CAPE TOWN, 12 IM PRErORIA .A.ND 
3 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

OJ.ass 
of 
business 

Number of wholesalers -
Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein ______ _,__,, __________________________ ~ ______ .,...., __ _ 

Individual 

P artnerahip 

....... 
••••••• 

Private oompany ••• 

4 

19 

-
4 

2 

11 

1 

1 

2 

The firns organised as partnerships or pri vo.te companies from 
taken 

which financial records were/had on the average a consid~rably larger annual 

turnover than individual ownerships, The number of wholesalers from whom 

financial records were taken, grouped according to their onnual turnover, 

is shown in Table 76. 

TABLE 75 FRUIT AND VEGETABLE WHOLESALE PRODUCE FIF.MS GROUPED Jl.OCORDING TO 
JUi~1JAL TUmJOVER - 22 IN JOHANNF.BWRO, 6 IN CAPE TO\TvN, 7 IN PR.!}-. 

TORIA AND 2 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

.Annual 
turnover 

Less than £3,000 

£3,001 - £1.6,000 

£16,001- £26,000 

£25,001- £60,000 

£50,001- £76,000 

£75,001- £115,000 

£200,001-£220,000 

- .. 
Total 

··-

::e± ===== 
Number of wholesalers 

Johanneab.lrg 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

7 

2 

22 
, ... awca. ca 

Cape Town 

-
1 

l 

2 

1 

6 .. .. 

Pretoria 

-
3 

5 

l 

- ._ 

7 

= === 

Bloemfontein 

-
2 

-
-
-

2 

Four of the 22 firms from whom financial records ware obtained in 

Johannesburg, were organised on en individual owner• .:ship basis. The annual 

turnover for these four firms ranged from about £2,500 to £1.6,00Q an average 

of about £6,800 per firm. The turnover of the 18 firms organised on a part-
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nership basis ranged from about £8,000 to a.bout £220,000, an average of 

about £80,000. 

All the firms surveyed in Cape Town were organised on a partnel'

ship or prl vate company basis. The annual turnover ot the five firms 

which furnished financial records ranged from £10,000 to £72,000, an 

average of about £32,700. 

In Pretoria six of tho seven firms fro~ whom financial records 

were obtained were organiaod as individual ownerships and one firm was 

e. partnership. Tho rumual turnover for the indi Vi dual firms ranged 

from about £8,000 to about £23,000, an average of about £1.B,800, while 

the turnover of the partnership firm was about £601000. 

Financial records were obtained from two firms in BlGemfontein. 

One was individually owned and the other a partnerehip. The turnover 

of the two firms was about the same. 

It would thus appear that the size of business was one of the 

factors associated With the formation of partnerships. Other f~otors 

associated with the formation of partnerships were•-

1, Capital requirements are more easily met. A 

wholesala."must be able to grant credit to his 

clients. Cash resources are also required to pey 

for purchases. The fresh produce wholesaler deal.a 

in highly perishable oommodi ties, and experiences 

difficulty in obtaining loans, as the commodity is 

not an acceptnble.security. Formation of partnerships 

to se?ure financial stability is a method whereby the 

capital requirements for the business can be overcome. 

2. Purchases•are more profitable. A high degree or specialised 

knowledge is required for suoceasful commercial purchase 

of fruit and vegetables. Wholesalers, generally, are 

of the opinion that a buyer who has a personal interest 

in the business is more strongly motivated when pul'-

chasing supplies, to proceed with greater caution than 

a salaried buyer, because he would ensure the mood.mum 

benefits for his firm. 
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Partnerships facilitate purchases. The purchases of 

supplies are not made at a singl0 point. The farmers'· 

:narkot stnrts v:i th its sales in the early hours of the 

rwrning before tho municipal auction market. The auction 

Sftlos on tho municipal markets are simultaneously carried 

on at si:3voral points on tho auction sales floor during the 

sales I hours. Wholesalers rcqui re early d0li veri cs to 

en::ible t:he!!l to distribut~1 to their clients. Where there 

arc partn,Jrs in a firm, each partner specialises in buying 

certain groups of commodities. By dividing the purchasing 

duties ar.-1.ong thenselvos, tho partners speedily obtain the 

requiromonts of the firm, thus at the same time, ensuring 

that tho firm is ropresonted at tho many sales points qn tho 
,Possibly 

m:irkot, and so/provont competitors from buying th~ so.me 

product r.ioro chct1ply. 

The 19 v.rholosalo firms in Johannesburg organised on a partner

ship basis wcro cons ti tu tod by 75 principals, an average of about 4 

partners. The nunbcr of partners ranged fror:1 two to eight. Seven of 

these firms cr.i.ployed no assistants, vrhile 12 firms employed a total of 26, 

or an average of 2.2, assistants. The average number of. assistants em

ployed by the 19 firms was 1.4. The 19 firms employed a total of 169 

labourers, an average of B. 9 ~ ~hile the 7 firms, who employed no assistants, 

employed 35 labourers, or an average of five. The four individual 

proprietorship firms employed five assistants and six labourers, an 

average of 1. 3 assistants and 1. 5 labourers. The rumbt~r of assistants 

employed "9t2r firm by the partnership firns ranged from one to five, and 

tho nunbcr of labourers from four to 28. Individual ownership firms 

rn:iploycd from one to th.roe assistants, and one to two labourers per 

firm. 

There wtJrfJ 18 principals organised into six -partnership 

associations in Gape Town. The number of partners per firm ranged from 

two to four and tho average was three per firm. The six firms employed 

21 assistants and 46 lMbourers, an average of 3. 5 assistants and 7 .6 
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~,LU. ~- •. J.\..- , 

l~.Ql'fl• The firms employed from one to seven assistants and one to 

17 lab0t1.Jt,0JIS per firm, 

In Pretoria, the partnership firm had two partners and employed 

four assistants and four labourers. The 11 individual ownership firms 

employed a total of 21 assistants and 43 labourers, en average of 1.9 

assistants and 3.9 labrurers. The number of assistants employed per firm 

ranged from one to four and the labourers from one to 14. 

The two firms organised on a partnership bnais in Bloemfontein 

each had two partners. They employed a total of three assistants and 

five labourers. The individual ownership firru employed 

one assistant and thMe labourers. 

A summary of the mrerage number of principals, assistants and 

labourers of the wholesalers surveyed is shown in Table 76. 

TABLE 76 AVERAGE NUMBER OF PRINOIPALS, ASSISTANTS AND LABOURERS - 25 
WHOLESALE FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS IN JOHANNESIDRO, 
6 IN CAPE TOWN, 12 IN PRETORIA .ri.ND 3 IN BLOEMFONl'EIN, 1947/48. 

Kind 
of firm 

P nrtn e.:§bips 

Principals 

Assistants 

....... 

....... 
Labourers•••··•··· 

Prinoipnls 

Assistants 

........ 

........ 
Labourel'S •••··•··· 

Average number per firm 

Johannesburg Oape Town 

5.0 

3.5 

-

Pr0toria 

2.0 

4.0 

4.0 

1.0 

1.9 

3.9 

Bloemfontein 

2.0 

1.0 

1.0 

Wholasalers purchased their supplies from several aourcca. Table 

grapes, pears, plums, whi te-fleahod peaches and nectarines were obtained 

ppmelos 
at fixed prices from the Deciduous Fruit Board and oranges,/and lemons at 
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fixed prices from the Citrus Board. The sub-tropical fruit, vegetables, 

and those deciduous fruit which were not distributed by the Deciduous 

Fruit Board, were purchased from such sources as the auction market, out

of-hand from market agents, directly from the premises of market agents, 

farmers' markete, and, to a small extent, direct from growers, or 

through brokers. Potatoes and onions were the principal commodities 

purchased by wholesalers through brokers. All pr~oa handled by the 

firms were outright purchases. 

The source of purchase and proportionate quantities of all 

vegetables and fresh fruit other than those distributed by the Deciduous 

Fruit Board and the Oi true Board purchased from each source is tabularly 

ab.ow below. Purchases from market agents refer to produce purchased 

directly from a market agent who sold produce received on consignment at 

his store, instead of on the municipal auction market. 

aL9hanneaburg 

Wholesalers in Johannesburg procured their fruit from four 

sources nnd their vegetables from five. About half their purchases of 

fruit were made at the auction sales and aboutZB per cent from market 

agents. Apples, papaws and pineapples were the principal fruit eold 

at their premises by market agents. Direct purchases from rural growers 

represented about 8 par cent of their supplies, and consisted mainly of 

apples, papaws, pineapples and avocados ( Table 71). 
(1 

TABLE 77 ESTIMATED PROPORTION BY VOLUME OF FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
PURORASED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES - WHOLESALE FRESP PRODUCE FIRMS 

IN JOHANNESBURG, 1947/48. 

ts . sat: = :: 
Fruit Vegetables Source of 

purchase (19 wholesalers ) ( 13 wholesalers ) _ _.........,..,_ __ w_~--•-------------------------

Auction market•·•···•••• 
Farmers• market•••••••••• 
Market agents••••···••••• 
Other wholesalers •••••••• · 
Broker ••••••••••••••••••• 
Rura.1 grower ••••••••••.•• 
Imoorted ••••••••••••••••• 

Percentage of purchases by volume 

50.4 

7.0 
2.6 

71.7 
a.a 
8.3 

10.a 
0.4 -.... 

l) Feroentage averages calculated on basis of estimates made by the 
wholeealera, refer page 156. 
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Nearly 72 per cent of the vegetables were purchased at auction, 

about nine per cent. from the farmers' market, about eight per cent from 

market agents and about 11 per cent from other wholesalers. The far1:iers 1 

17'.arket was the most important source of supply for soup greens and, to a 

lesser extent of carrots, beetroot, radishes, spinnch, lettuce and 

parsnips. Purchnses from market agents were mainly DOtatoes and onions; 

brokers mainly flUpplled potatoes. 

The regulations of the municipal market permit mo.rket agents to 

sell all kinds of producE-}, oxc ept bananas, watermelons and poultry, out-

of-hn.nd on tho auction sales floor during prescribed hours. More produce 

le; sold in this manner than by auction, as the offerings can be inspected 

more leisurely and the buyers aro better able to bargain with the agents 

thn.n during auction sal~)s. Out-of-hand sales accounted for 63.6 per cent 

of the turnover on the Cape To~n market. 

\Vholf]SaL::rs acquired their fruit from four sources and vegetables 

from three. ( Table 78). About 71 per cent of the fruit was purchased out

of--hand, 25 P•;~:r cent at rmction, 2.6 per cent from the farmers' market and 

1.4 per cent from other wholesalers. 

(1 
TABLE 78 ESTir!.ATED PROPORTION OF FRESF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES PUROFASED FROM 

v~rnrous SOUROE~S BY VOLUME ..... WHOLESALE FRESF PRODUCE FIRMS IN CAPE 
TOVlN, 1947/48. 

Sourco of 
purchase 

Auction narket ... . .. 
Out-of-hand on municipal 
market ••• 

Farmers' nnrkct •• ... 
Other wholesalers. ••• 

Fmit 

26.2 

70.8 

1.4 

( 5 wholesalers) 
Vegetables 

Percentage of purchases by volume 

38.8 

36.0 

25.2 

1) Percentage averages cnJ.culatnd on basis of estimates made by the 
wholesalers, rofer pago J.56. 
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Fruit obtnined fror:1 the fn.r!Ilers I market consisted chiefly of 

apples, apricots and guavas, while bananas were the principal fruit 

obtained from other wholesalers. 

lfaarly equal proportions of vegetables were purchased by auction 

and out-of--hand .... 38.8 nnd 36 per cent respectively. The farmers' 

market, provided about onE.t-fourth of the vegetables - principally soup 

greens., beetroot 9 carroti~, cabbages, cauliflowers and 9 to a less er degree 

potatoes, onions, tomet.toes, radishen, spinach and parsnips. 

, Tha Pretoria wholesalers SEJCured their supplies of fruit 

from two sources and vegetables from four. ( Table 79). The nuction 

snles provlded 96.5 per cent of t).1.eir fruit supplies, and growers in 

tho country 3. 5 per cent. The fruit purcha~rnd from rural areas were 

mostly sub-tropical varieties from growers in the Lowveld n.nd apples from 

the Cape Provinco. 

(1 
TABLE 79 BJSTIMATED PR0P0RJ1I0N BY VOLUI:.:E OF FRESF :F'RUIT AND VEGETABLES 

PURCHASED F.ROM VAHIOU,S clOURCES .... WHOLESALE FRESH PRODUC:8J FIRMS 
IN PRE'I'0RIA,1947 /48. 

a:-:m=a- . ..,-r.--.·•·~.-~..,....,_.~,,.=---~·••··•-.-~.._:-:c..~·~-r.·-:'A'"-ar-:-r.---e.~.:-2···,r.~--~-,~~~--..---r:!"'S·-r-:-wr·---·,u~~·T~~~---·.""'!'"~·-..-·~·,1:•~ ~---r.,•---,rt·~,,,.•---•--:¥':-,._-~-· •-•Clt"','l:ir'.: ..... ~•...-• ~.,.r-- ~ ~T•,-••-::,·-. .._ .. ~- - ..... 1r·~···,K_-·'l'F",:"F~ :r•~··"QP ~· ---~-v-• .. \ ~-..... ..,.....,,..~--,:.•~~-,Q.. "r 1'" ....... :-~ •-.-:'~..,_,~ 

S0urce of 
-;:)urchase 

JU.lotion market ••••••••. 

Farmers' market •••••• 

Other wholesalers ••••• 

l'roduce ovm supplies •• 

furnl grower ••••.. o •• 

Fruit 
(11 wholesalers ) 

Vegetables 
( 10 wholesalers ) 

Percentage of purchases by volume 

96.5 69.3 

23.2 

2.5 

5.0 

1) r'erccntaga nverages calculated on bn.sis of estimates made by the 
'INholefwlers ~ refer page 156. 
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The auction and fnrmers' markets were the principal sources 

from which vegetables were purchased. Supplies from these two sources, 

respectively represented 69.3 and 23.2 per cent of wholesalers' purchases. 

Soup greens, beetroot, carrots, panmips, lettuce and potatoes were the 

most important commodities purchased on the farmers' market. Several 

of the wholesalers ovrncd farms near the city. Vegetables grown on these 

furrJs represented about 5 per cent of the volume of vegetables handled 

by the 10 wholesalers falling under this survey. 

Wholesalers purchased both their fruit and vegetables from 

three sources ( Tnble Bi). The auction sales were the most important 

source of both fruit and vegetables. Supplies from this source accounted 

for 95 per cent of the fruit und 90 per ccmt of the vegetables purchased. 

. (1 
TABLE 80 ESTIMATED PROPORTION BY VOLUIJIE OF FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

PURCHASED F.L-{OM VARIOUS SOURCES .... WHOLES.ALE FRESH PR0IXJCE FIR.\B 
IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Source of 
purchase 

.,\uction market •••••••••• 

Rural grower •••••••••••• 

Brok er •••••••••••••••••• 

Imported ••••.•••.••..••• 

TOTAL 

-~-----

Fruit 

95.0 

1.0 

4.0 

100.0 

( 3 wholesalers) 
Vegetables 

Percentage of purchases by volume 

89.7 

7.0 

100.0 

1) Percentnge averages calculated on basis of estimates made by the 
wholesalers, refer page 156. 

Bananas, imported from Lourenco Marques, and apples obtained 

directly fro1~ growers, respectively, represented four and one per cent of 

~holesal0rs' total fruit purchases. 

Growers near Bloemfontein supplied about 7 per cent of the 

vegetables hnndl.ed by those firms. The principal kinds of vegetables 

supplied by the local growers were I carrots, beetroot, onions, tomatoes, 
• 

nnd soup grecms. During periods, when vegetables were in short supply 
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locally, the firms obtained supplies from a market agent in Johannesburg 

on a brokerage basis. Supplies obtained in this manner represented about 

three per cent of the volume of vegetables purchased by the wholesaler, 

SummJa.r~ 9.Ll.d..D.C1 Q8l So~~ of 
Pµrcha"1rEi. 

Ranked in order of importance, the sou.roes of purchase from 

whioh wholesalers obtained their fruit and vegetables are shown in 

Table Bl. 

TABLE 81 SOURCES OF FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PURCH.ASF.S RANKED IN ORDER 
OF IMPORT.ANOE - WHOLESALE FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS IN 
JOHANNESBURG~ CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

w. LZ·ee:1.:e.-::::.:.~--~~-..- e: ± .. ¥ ,. rerr::r: ======-·· 
Source 
of 
purchase 

FRUU. 
"w.otion market. ••••••• 
Mnrket agent \.l.., ..... 
Rl.ral grovrer ••••.•••• 
Imported••·•••···•··• 
Out of hand (2~ ••....• 
Farmers' market ••.••• 
Other wholesalers •••• 

Auction ••••••••••••••• 
Farmers' market•·•·•·• 
Market ,igente (1 •.•.• 
Other wholesalers••··• 
BI-oker •••••••.•••••••• 
Out-of-hand( 2 ••••••••. 
Own supplies•••••····• 
Ibral grower••···•··•• 

Order of importance 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

1 
2 
3 
4 -

1 
3 
4 
2 
6 

-

___,., _______ ...,,, __ ,. _________ ,_.,.........,.....~ ........ ~-....-,.----

2 

l 
3 
4 

l 
3 

-
2 -

l 

2 

1 
2 

4 -
3 

l 

3 
2 

l 

-
3 

-
2 

1) Sold n-r,.. "'·· ,..,~ received on consignment at thetr premises instead of on 
the a\lc!'t1on market. 

2) From marlcet agents on the auef\fon market. 

The most important sOUtCe from which wholesalers in Johanneeburs 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein purchased their fruit was the auction market, 

while Oape Town wholesalers purchased most of their fruit oot-of-hand, 

Wholesalers in all four cities obta.ined the greater proportion of their 

vegetable aupplics from tho auction m~rket. 
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The important role of the municipal market as a source of 

purohase for both fruit and vegetables in each city is demonstrated in 

Table 81. The auction market and farmers' market in e aoh city are oon- , 

centrated at one point, together constituting the municipal market. 

The greater proportion of both fruit and vegetables purchased by the 

wholesalers we~ obtained from these two sources. 

The frequency of purchase by wholesalers is dependent on 

several factors, the most important being 1-

1. Demand from their clients. 

2. ~vailability of supplies. 

3, Storage facilities. 

4. Kind of produce handled. 

5. Price. 

6. Seasonal supplies. 

7. Time of year. 

8, Availability of ca.sh or crefil t f acili ti es. 

Most wholesalers purchase supplies daily though it may not be 

the same kind of produce. 'Hardware', such as potatoes, onions end 

apples, which can be stored for a period, may be purchased in large 

quantities, depending on the storage facilities at the disposal of 

the wholesaler, the available supplies and whether the price is 

sufficiently favourable to warrant the risk of building up stocks when 

supplJ.ee 
future ,. may make such purchases too venturesome. 

The more highly perishable commodities,such as lettuce, 

green beans, green peas, peaches, plums and grapes, are usually 

purchased daily. 

The lack of proper storage facilities With the attendant rlek 

of heavy spoilage losses is too great to justify carrying large stocks 

on hand of these commodities. 

VIHOLESALE 9YXI£IS 

The outlets of firms surveyed were chiefly those within the 
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municipal boundaries of the cities concerned but included outlets in 

adjacent municipalities, towns within the four provinces of the Union, 

and foreign territories adjacent to the Union. The most common kinds of 

outlets were retail stores, hawkers, the catering trade, contracts a.nd 

direct sales to consumers. 

The relative importance of the various outlets were determined 

by the estimates made by the wholesalers of the proportionate volume of a.1: 

fruit and vegetables sold to each kind of outlet in terms of their total 

volume of sales. 

Wholesalers' primary outlets for fruit were retail stores and 

hawkers and for veg0tubles retail stores and consumers ( Table 82). 

Approximately 70 per cent of their fruit, and about 66 per cent of their 

v~getables, were sold to retail stores in Johannesburg, in towns all over 

the Union, and in the neighbouring territories of Rhodesia and Moaambique. 

(1 
TABLE 82 ESTIMATED FROPORTICN BY VOLUME OF FRESH FR.TIT AND VEOEI'ABLES 

SOLD TO v.~.RIOUS OUTLETS BY FRESH PRODUCE WHOLESALE FIRMS IN 
JOHANNESBURG, 1947/48. 

Cutlets Fruit 
( 19 wholesalers) 

Vegetables 
( 13 wholesalers) 

Retail stores••••···•• 
liawkirS • • • • • • • • •. •, • • • 

69.6 
11.0 
10.4 

Percentage of sales by volume 

66.6 

Direct to consumers ••• 
Other wholesalers ••••• 
Ship stores••••••••••• 
Muniaipal markets • (3 •• 
Catering trade••·• (2. 

6.8 
1.1 
0.6 
0.5 

5.3 
15.6 
10.4 
1.6 
o.a 
o.a 

1) Percentage averages calculated on basis of estimates made by the firms, 
refer page 166. 

2) Hotels, boardinghouses, restaurants. 

3) Municipal markets other than Johannesburg. 
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About 11 per cent of the fruit and five per. cent of the vegetables 

were aald to hawkers, while consumer sales amounted to about 10 per cent for 

fruit and about 16 per cent for vegetables. Sales among local wholesalere, 

and to those in cities outside Johannesburg, were about seven per cent for 

fruit, and about 11 per cent for vegetables. 

Fifteen of the wholesalers supplied retail stores and wholesale 

firms outside Johannesburg With fruit and vegetables to the value of 

approximately £254,000, of which about 95 per cent represented sales to 

retail stores. 

Nine of the wholesalers found outlets for produce which they 

had purchased for speculative purposes, or which they were unable to dispose 

of through their normal outlets by consigning the produce to municipal auctio. 

.. markets. These markets were those on the Reef and in various towns Within 
auction 

the Union. The municipal/markets which most comnonly received consignments 

were Klerksdorp, Pretoria and Potchefetroom, 1n the TransvaalJ Ladysmith 

and D.lrban in Nata.lJ Bloemfontein and Kroonstad in the Orange Free StateJ 

and Kimberley in the Cape l'roVince. The value of produce sold on the 
auction 

various munioipa.1/ markets by the nine wholesalers was about £'1.6, 000. Only 
auction 

one wholesaler used the Johannesburg municipal/market as an outlet for 

produce which he was unable to sell through other channels. 

The leading outlets for fruit and vogotablGs to wholesalers 

were retail stores, consumers, the catering trade, hospitals, military 

institutioas and work colonies ( Table 83). Of the volume of fruit 

handled, 46 per cent was sold to retailers, 32 per cent to consumers, 13.6 

per oent to the catering trade, and 8 per cent went to various institutional 

contracts. 

The proportion that their sale of vegetables boro to different 

outlets varied little. About 27 per cent of the vegetables was eold to 

retail stores, about 26 per cent direct to consumers, about 25 per cent to 

the catering trade, and a relatively insignificant proportion went to ships 

stores. 
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(1 
TABLE 83 ESTDfi.ATED PROPORrION BY VOLUME OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE)S SOLD TO 

VARIOUS OUTL£1i BY FRESH PRODUCE WPOLESALE FIRMS IN CAPE TOWN, 
1947 /48. 

Outlets 

Retail stores••·••••••••·••·· 

Direct to consumers •••••••..• 

Catering trade 
(3 

(2 ............. 
Contracts .................. 

Fruit 

46.0 

a.o 

Hawkers • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1. 0 

Ship 1s stores·••••••·•••·•••• 0.4 

TOI1AL 100.0 

( 5 wholesalers) 
Vegetables 

Percent of sales by volume 

. 26.6 

26.0 

25.0 

0.4 

100.0 

1) Percentage averages calculated on basis of &Stimates made by the firms 
refer page 166. 

2) Hotels, boarding houses, restaurants. 

3) Hospitals, military institutions, 111rork colonies. 

The relatively bi~h proportion of fruit and vegetables sold to 

consumers by wholesalers in Cnpe Town is due to looc:.1 adva..."'ltc:.ges. Some 

of the wholesalers have their stores on the Parade ,hne ~ number of retail 

outlets for fresh fruit and vegetables is concentrated. Together these· 

stores form a minor retail market and have by custom beoorno a retail shoopinf 

centre for these comz:10di tiea. 

Although Cape Town is a major seaport of the Union, wholesalers 

supplied only small quantities of fruit and vegetables as ship's stores. 

This function is principally performed by ship's chandlers in the City, 

who supply a variety of coramodities, including fruit and vegetables, under 

contract to the Maritime companies. 

Three of the wholesalers supplied retail stores in Oeres, Montagu, 

Pa.':ll'l, Wallington and Sol!lerset West w:l th f:rui t and vegetables to the value 

of about a:.1.,,400. They were the only outlets outside Cape Town which re

ceived their supplies from wholesalera. 
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Wholesale~s sold about 48 per cent of the fruit they handled 

to retail stores, about 22 per cent direct to consumers, about 23 per 

oent to halllcere,and about 6 per 4ent to the catering trade. Salee 

amongst each other and on contract were relatively unimportant. ~e 

proportionate quantity of vegetables sold to these outlets were 1 

Direct to consumers, 44 per centJ retail stores, about 28 per cent( 

ha~kers, about 1e por cent; catering trade, about 6 per cents other 

wholesalers, about three per cent and about two per cent on oontraot. 

(Ts.blo 84) • 

(1 
TABLE 84 ESTIMATED PROPORTION B% VOLUME OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SOLD TO 

VARIOUS OUTLETS BY FRESH PROWCE WHOLESALE FIRMS IN PRETORIA, 
1947 /48. 

Outlets 

Rotail stores ••··•••• 

Direot to consumers •• 

Hawkers••••••··•··•·• 

Catering trade (2 ••.• 

Other wholesalers •••• 

Contracts •••• (B ••·•• 

Fruit Vegetables 
(10 wholesalers) ( 11 wholesalers) 

48.B 

21.e 

22.a 

4.6 

Percentage of ealoe by volume 

27.9 

44.0 

1.6 

=== = ;ioo,o 
1) Percentage &veragea as calculated on basis of tho estimates made by 

th0 firms, rofcr page 156. 

2) Hotels, boarding house~, restaurants. 

3) Hospitals, hotels. 

Nine of the wholesalers supplied retail stores outside Pretoria 

with fruit end vegetables to the vnlue of about £26,000. These retail 

stores were situated in vnrious towns within the Transvaal, and included 

Brita, Warmbaths, tiddelburg, Pietersburg, Witbank and Komatipoort. 

As in the case of Cape Town the high proportion of fruit and 

vegetables sold directly to consumers by wholesalers in Pretoria is due 

to their loontion. 
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Tha.. .aw:u.~ author! ties in Pretoria rent out 52 stalls on the Pretoria 

munioipal market for the purpose that these stalls should be used by the 

public as a retail market for fresh fruit and vegetables. 

The stalls are occupied by retailers and all the wholesalers 

who operate in Pretoria. Ueny- consumers patronise these stalls because 

they are known as a retail source of purchase for fruit and vegetables 

and are presumed to sell these commodities at low prices. 

Wholesalers here had the least number of outlets as compared 

with Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape Town. 

Retail stores were their most important outlet for both 

fruit and vegetables. Of the total volume of fruit handled, 55 per oent 

was sold to retail stores; about 23 per cent to the catering tradeJ and 

about 22 per cent to consumers. The proportion of sales of vegetables to 

the various outlets was about 48 per cent to retail stores, about 27 

per cent to the catering trade; and 26 per cent to consumers (Table 86). 

(1 
TABLE 85 ESTIIvlATED PROPORTION BY VOLUME OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES SOLD TO 

VARIOUS OUTLETS BY FRESP PRODUCE WHOLESALE FIRMS IN BLOEMFONTEIN' 
1947/48. 

Outlets 

Retail stores••·•••••···• 

Catering trade (2 ••••••••. 

Direct to consumers ...... 

Fruit 
( 3 wholesalers) 

Vegetablee 

Percentage of sales by volume 

55.O 

21.7 26.0 

1) Percentage averages oaloulated on basis of estimates made by the 
firms, refer page 156. 

2) Hotels, boarding houses, restaurants. 

Two of the wholesalers sold freeh produce to the value of 

approximately £10,000 to retail stores in tho Cape ProVinoe, Basutoland 

and Orange Free State. This amount excludes sales to retail stores in 

the City its elf. 

J/3 in Cape Town and Pretoria, wholesalers in Bloemfontein are 
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~ f~J-ably ~i tuoted for consumer patronage, By virtue of the 

facilities offered to consumers, the local municipal market, attracts a 

considerable number of houaeWivea to the market, who also purchase 

oopplies from the wholesalers of whom two have stores on the market 

pr.emisea and one is located across the road from the market. 

· Ranked in ordar of importance, the principal ou tlete for 

wholesalers in each of the cities are shown in Table 86. The chief outlet 

for fruit in each of the cities was retail stores. They were also the main 

outlet for vegetables in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Bloemfontein, while, 

in Pretoria, consumers were the primary outlet for vegetables. 

TABLE 86 PRINCIPAL OUTLETS, RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE, FOR FRESH 
PHOOOCE WHOLESALERS IN JOFANNESBURO, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND 

BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. , 

Johannesburg 

Oape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 
~.---1.: ............. _..._...,._..,.......,_~ 

Johannesburg 

Oape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

1 

Retail stores 

Retail stores 

rletail stores 

Hetail stores 

Retail st.ores 

Retail stores 

Oonsumera 

Retail stores 

ORDER OF IWORI'ANOE 

2 

Outlets for fruit 

Hawkers 

Consumers 

Hawkers 

Catering trade 
~-.:~-~~~ 

Outlets for veg9tablea 

O::msumers 

Oonsumers 

Retail stores 

Catering trade 

3 

Oonsumers 

Catering trade 

Oonsumers 

Consumers 

0 ther wholesale: 

Catering trade 

Hawkers 

Oonsumers 

No evidence was obtainable to indicate that wholesalers 

utilllised their respective municipal auction markets for speculative 

purposes. Of all the wholesalers canvassed only one, in Johannesburg 

stated that, on a few occasions he had sold such produce on the local 

auction market as ha was unable to sell at his own store. 
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In e~ch of tho four cities there are wholesalers who uee the 

auction market as a distributing point. On finalising a purchase, they 

apportion the requirements of clients present on the market directly to 

them. Thi3 form of di stri bu tion has the advantage to the wholesalers of 

reducing cartage costs and rental charges in that they require smaller 

premises at lower rental.a than would be the case if they had first to 

cart all their purchases to their stores before distributing them. n.ie 

to ~hie practice another advantage ls that retallers come to the market 

in person. Knowing what the wholesaler paid, they can bargain w.t th the 

wholesalers if the margin he adds is considered excessive. This may tend 

to reduce the retail price to consumers. Tho presence of retailers on the 

market may induce them to buy on their ovin account and thereby, possibly, 

increase competition at tho auction sales. An advantage to the retailers 

is that they can inspect the offerings and purchase only those grades and 

aizea considorcd suitable for their pgrticular bue1neas, whereas if they 

relied on the wholesaler they would not always be accommodated. 

The disadvantages attached to this forn of distribution are, 

firfJtly that a client of a wholesaler, upon seeing a particular offering 

which he wants may instruct his wholesaler to buy in the expectation that 

he would obtain it cheaper than were he personally to bid at the sale. 

Thia mould reduce the number of bidders at the auction, which again, may 

make for the realisation of low prices. Secondly, by utilising the r.iarket 

as a point of distribution wholesalers introduce a speculative element into 

their buying. They may be te?!lpted to purchase larger supplies than they can 

readily dispose of to their regular clients. In so doing, they are 

speculating on the possibility that other buyers, such as retailers and 

hawkers, who are not their regular clients, may arrive late at the mari.t-t 

and miss a sale, or are unable to purchase their requirements at other 

auction sale points on the market where sinilar commodities FJ.re sold. 

These buyers are then compelled to purchase their requirements 

of a particular cormodi ty from a wholesaler who has supplies available. 

The disadvantages of buyers selling QJ.t-of-hand on the auction sales noor, 

as set out in the section of this study devoted to municipal markets in whicl 
auction 

the conduct of sales on the /markets is discussed, also equally apply to thesE 

wholesalers who distribute directly from the sales floor of the municipal 
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euot1on 11arkets. 

. 
This forn of distribution is analagous to the practice of 

wholesalers in New York City, who after purchasing supplies at the auction 

sales held at the railroad pierheads, sell to Jobbers waiting outsi4Jt 

the piers or transfer supplies to Jobbers trucks waiting in West Street 

en route to their stores which are in Vashington Street. 

It would appear that the disadvantages of buyers selling from 

off the auction sales floor outweigh the advantages attached thereto from 

the point of view of all parties concerned. The creation of additional 

parking spaoe at the market, where the transport of the wholesalers and 

their clients could be parked for the purpose of transferring supplies, 

will, without serious inconvenience or appreciable extra costs to buyers, 

put a stop to this practice, if the municipal euthori ties enforce ~he pro-. 

hibi tion of sales by buyers on the sales floor of the nuotian Market. 

The only wholesalers who advanced money to growers were located 

in Johannesburg. Three wholesalers advanced about £10,000 to growers 

who uaed the loans for such purposes as the purchasing of seed nnd farm 

equipment, payment of farm labour, redemption of mortgages, or for some 

form of capital expenditure. No conditions were attached to the loans 

nor w~ any interest charged. All loans were repaid. 

SUPPLY OF REQUISITES TO G@WERB 

None of the firms coming into this survey stocked or procured 

farm requisites for, or on behalf of, growers. 

~ SALF,,i 

The majority of wholesalers granted credit to clients. 'The 

period of credit varied from a week to a month, while some clients were 

permitted to run current accounts. In most instances credit was allowed 

on a monthly basis. Sixteen wholesalers in Johannesburg extended credit 

on a monthly basis; six wholesalers allowed clients to run current accounts: 

one wholesaler conducted his business on a cash basis. Five wholesalers in 

Oape Town extended credit on a monthly basis; one sold for cash only. All 

12 wholesale businesses surveyed in Pretoria granted credit facilities to 

clients. Tan axtended credit on a monthly, and two on a weekly basis. One 
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of the three wholesalers in Bloemfontein allowed credit on a weekly and 

two on a monthly bnsis. 

A1.tho65h the nominal period of credit varied from a week to a 

month full payment of accounts by debtors was rarely made on due date, but 

drawn out to 14 days, or more, for weekly accounts, and up to 60 days or 

more for monthly accounts. 

Data on credit sales were obtained from 19 wholesalers in 

Johannesburg, five in Cape TowJ six in Pretoria and two in moemfontein. 

The proportion of their credit sales to turnover is shown in Table 87. 

TABLE 87 PROPORTION OF CREDIT SALE$ TO TURNOVER - 19 WHOLESALE FRESH FRUIT 
AND VEGETABLE FIRrAS IN JOHANNESBURG, 5 IN CAPE TOWN, 6 IN PRETORIA 

AND 2 IN BLOEMFONTEIN• 1947 /48. 

City 

Johannesburg 

Oapd Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

- .. w 

Credit sales 

Percentage of monthly turnover 

66.6 

67.7 

54.6 

32.4 

The l,igh proportion that credit sales were to turnover for 

wholesalers in Johannesburg and Pretoria ia partly related to the re

latively greater proportion of country orders executed by these firms 
. 

compared with wholesalers in Cape Tovrn and Bloemfontein. Wholesalers 
• 

dislike the office work involved in sending produce on a cash on delivery 

basis to country clients and these are reluctant to pay the extra 

collecting charges levied on such deliveries. The extension of credit to 

such clients is more satisfactocy ~o both parties under the circumstances, 

hence trnde with country clients is almost exclusively conducted on a 

credit basis. An.other factor affecting the volume of credit extended by 

wholesale produce firms in Johnnnesburg and Pretoria is their keen 

competition for clients whom they try to attract by offering credit 

facilities. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



.... 180 -

Ca.pi tal employed by the firme to operate their business was 

determined on the following basis 1 

1. Value of the fixtures and fittings. 

2. Value of the stock. 

3. Value of the vehicles owned end operated by the firm 
for the conduct of their business. 

4. Oash on hand and in the bank. Undistributed profits 
which appeared as cash in hand, or in the bank, were 
not included as capi toJ. employad by the firm. Where 
the cash in hand, or in the bank; appeared unduly large 

an adjustment based an the ratic of onsh and credit 
sales to turnover, was made and the cash 1n hand, or in 
the bank, aooordingly adjusted to an amount considered 
as aotual cash employed in operating tho business. 

6. The amount by which "sundry debto.re 1exoeeded sundry 
oreditora was regarded as onpital employed in the 
busineea. Where sundry creditors exceeded sundry 
debtors they were ignored for the purpose of establishing 
the capital employed by th0 firm. 

6. Deposits with the market maatar, Oustoma and Railways, 
were regarded aa capitnl employed by the firm. 

The capi taJ. employed by the ,;rholesale fruit end VGgetnble firme 

in Johannesburg ranged from £204 to £16,678, nnd av0ra.ged £6,000, while 

that of the frul t wholesalers ranged. from £2,536 to t..1.5, 300 and averaged 

The oapital employ~d by the fruit and vegetable wholesale firme 

surveyed in Cape Town ranged from £784 to £2,866 averaging ia,766. The 

lowest amount of capital employed by the firms surveyed in Pretoria was 

£:LOO and the highest £2, 556 or an average of £912, while capi to.l employed 

by the firms in Bloemfontein rmged frori £486 to £1,010 an average of 

ic,148. In all instances a Wide range of oapi tal was er::rployed by the firms 

concerned. 

~~SlS QE OPJ&ll_O~ 

ntt~Q.n .ll:Y-1.t ,Md Ve~t~bls1 ~Qlea!J:le.ra in_Loh~J&a 

O~nerM 

The sal0s per firn ranged from £2,581 to £218,475, and averaged 
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£68,585. Approximately 91.8 per cont. of thie amount v1aa paid for the 

fruit and vegetables handled, and about 8.2 per cent was left to pay 

operating erxmaea and remuneration of the principals ( Table 88), 

TABLE 88 STATE!.riENT OF OPERATIONS I F!FTEEN FfUIT AND VEGETABLE WHOLESALE 
PRODUCE FIB.MS IN JOF.ANNESBURG, 1947 /48 • 

..,..M!!l.~a.~_:;:::,.~~~,:l'~~--s~...:ia.P .. ~SWll-=---.iw: .... :.,..~•-· ~ll!'Siiilaa;:;a __________ S.-RI.C~&P!l ... ~•.a&sa.arai 

TOTAL PERCENTAGE 
ITEM 15 FIRJ."JJS OF S"ilJE'S 

Gross purchases •••••••• 944,609.80 

Operating expenses··••• 50,776.17 

Nett profit (1 • • • • . • . • • 33,396.22 

Total sales £1,028,782.19 100.0 

1) Includes interest on capital employed and salaries to principals. 

Operating expenses absorbed 4.9 per cent of the gross profit 

on sales, leaving 3.3 per cent for intereet on capital employed and 

salaries to principals. 

Gross value of the purchases for the firms represented the 

amount paid for the commodities purchased, but excluded such items as 

railage, cartage, boxes, crates, storage or wraoping materials, vrhich 

were listed in the profit and loss accounts as operating expenses by 

those firms. These items mostly ~otalled small amounts, except for 

storage which, in the case of t~o firms handling considerable quantities 

of apples, amounted to 13.9 and 18.6 per cent respectively, of their 

gross profit. 

The 11verage total operating expenses of the 15 firms was 

£5,611.46 or r381.82 per £J.,OOO of sales ( Table 89)1-
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T j,BLE 89 OPERATING EXPENSF.8 1 FIFTEEN ~:,ROLESALE FRJ'IT AND VEGETABLE FIRlllS 
IN JOHANNESBURG, 1947 /48. 

Percentage Cost per 

Item 
Average per 
firm 

of opera-
tinge~ 
penaes 

£1,000 
of 

sales 
~---"T-~-- -• -----~~..-.~·, 

Viagea & salaries 
(.~luding own ors) •• 
11ent ••••••••••••••• 
Transport & ra.ilage. 
Storage ••••••••••• • 
Stationcry,prlnting, 
postago,telephone ••• 
Depreciation,,, •••• 
Packing material ••• 
Wdscellaneooe expenses 
Donations, bonuases, 
gifts·•······•····• 
Bad debts •••••••••• 
Bank charges and 
interest ••••••••••• 
Insurance •••••••••• 
Accounting fees•••• 
Travelling expenses. 
Licences ••••••••••• 

1,635.66 
531.65 
226.94 
192.05 

154.54 
154.52 
112.55 

82.94 

65.66 
53.3.:1 
27,49 
22.47 
20. 5,l 

Percentage 

29.16 
9.47 
4.04 
3.42 

2.75 
2,.,10 
2.01 
1.Ll8 

1.25 
1.17 

0.99 
0.95 
0.49 
0.40 
0,37 

£ 

23.85 
7.75 
1.11 
2.80 

2.26 
1.96 
1.64 
1.£1 

1.01 
0.96 

0.81 
o.7a 
0.40 
0,35 
o.30 

Total (1 3,585.05 60. 32 49. 36 
Interest on capital 299.98 6.54 4.37 
Nett profit .__..(_2 ___ . __ .1.., • .Q......,26_.F.4 .. o ___________ ..,,.....54~, 3;;;,.4.;:;.._,.,,....,,.... .. _... __ 2§ ..... , .. 9 ... 9 __ 

Total operating 
ieJ.~JJP..\m I e ! • • r W •a £5. 6tt• 46 : = == 
1) Calculated at the rate of 6 per cent on capital employed. 

2) Includes salaries to principals. 

salaries of 
The nett profit, inclusive of/principals, was the largest single 

1 tem of the opera'b'!.ng expenses of the 15 firms analysed, It was not 

possible to establish an average salary for principals, ae they contented 

themselves with a monthly withdrawal from the business and (~vided 

profi ta at the end of the book year. The aalariee of the princ::tpals 

were directly related to the profitability of the year's trading. 

The average nett profit and amount left for salaries to 

principals amounted to £'1,926.43 and represented 34.34 per cent of 

expenaes. Wages and salaries to empzyeea represented 29.15 per cent 

of the operating expenses. These two major expense items accounted for 

about 63.5 per cent of the total expenses of the firms investigated. 
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Other important items of expenditure were rent, transport 

and railage, storage, stationery, printing, postage and telephones, de

preciation, and packing material. Rent absorbed about 9.5 per cent of the 

total expenses; railage and transport, about 4 per centJ storage, 3.4 

per cent; stationery, printing, postage and telephones abcut 2.8 per cent J 

depreciation, 2.4 per cent and packing material, about 2.0 per cent. The 

principal eight items of expense enumerated accounted for about 87.6 

per cent of totru. expenses. 

Vgriations iu._ O~eratin_g_ ~ms=-
The operating expenses of the .15 firms varied widely and 

irregularly ( Table 90). One firm operated at a loss, six below, and 
the average 

eight abovepperating expenses for all firms. Th& lowest operating 

expenses, excluding the firm which operated, 

at a loss, was £36.0! and the highest i25b.3 per £J.,OOO of 

turnover. 

The three firms with the highest operating costs were organised 

on an individual ownership basis and had the lowest turnover of all the 

firms studied. That ~~th the highest operating expense had the lowest 

turnover. The firm with the htgheet turnover had a total operating 

eApenae of £36.08 per iJ.,000 of turnover compared with the average of 

£81.82 for the 15 firms and inas organised on a partnership basis. 

Little relationship was found in relating operating expenses 

to turnover. This would seem to indicate that, despite differences in 

methods of conducting the business and of handling the products, there 

were wide variations in the efficiency of employment of the various cost 

items. Salaries and wages vaned from £9.69 to £63.08 per £1,000 of 

turnover. It seems doubtful whether these firms used their labour with 

equal efficiency. Rental.a varied from £2.29 to £68.11 per £1,000 

turnover. 

This mould, seem to indicate that some firms rented premises 

at a cost not justified by the volume of business conducted. Transport 

and railage varied from £0.38 to £6.61 per £1,000 of turnover, and similar 

Wide variations occurred for the other important coat items. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



-184-

TABLE 90 VARIATION IN OPERATING EXPENSES PER £1,000 OF SALES: 15 FRUIT ANO VEGETABLE WHOLESALE FIRHS IN JOHANNES3UR(;. l947/48. 

-- . 
Ave raga Firm number 

[tea 15 J12 
------

f1rms J24 J14 J3 J1 J11 J2 JS J23 J20 J5 J6 JlB J13 J22 
-

Expanses par £1,000 of sales in £Is 

Walss and salarfes 
exclud1n9 owner1s) ••••••••• 23.85 27. 79 9.69 23.5l 22.77 24.18 36.28 25.63 26.2l 30 .. 78 28.Si 18.50 43.23 34,.86 63.08 44. 74 

Rent ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7.75 l4.38 2.29 5,.39 l7. 28 5.9 7.19 3.39 9 .. 52 8.4 15.9l 5.12 19.83 30.53 19.59 58.11 
Transport and railage •••••••• 3. 31 5,.i5 0.38 3.47 2.25 4.72 i.94 3. l9 5.97 5.37 4.97 - 3.7l - - 6.i1 
Storage •.•••••••••••••••••••• 2.8 - - l.53 - 14.75 - 0.35 0.4i s. 78 17 .. 50 
Stationery, prfnt1ng, 

postage, telephone •••••••• , 2.25 4.08 0.52 1.11 4. 2i 1. 31 2.44 4.83 2..53 l.(li 2.28 0.76 3.11 5.42 3.00 4. 77 
Depreciation ••••••••••••.•••• 1.96 2.80 0.93 - 2..i8 0.72 2.i1 0.83 6.43 - 2.l4 - 12. 15 
Packing material ••••••••••••• 1.64 - 0.16 1.20 - - 3.37 1.13 5,.09 9.19 1.49 - 0.28 5. 97 - 9.30 
M1scellaneous expenses•···••• L.21 2.64 - 1.94 0.36 1.37 1.54 4.11 o. 33 0.20 1. ti - 1.42 8. o1 1. 78 3.52 
D1nat1ons, benusses, gifts ••• 1.01 - 2.0 - .. - 0.57 0.62 - - L.38 - 6.05 2.92 16.36 
Bad da1ts ·····•··•••···•···•• 0.96 - - - - o.4i - 1. 65 - .... - - - - ss.n 
Bank char,es and interest •••• 0 .. 81 0.7i (1.20 1.11 0.85 2.62 o. 34 1.08 1.48 0.50 0.76 - 0.4t r.54 
losurancG •··············••·•• 0.78 t..48 0.28 0.66 0.31 e.56 0.66 1,56 1. 21 0.63 1. 04 0.33 2.5 11 
Ac&ount119 fees •••••••••••••• 0.40 .. .. - - 1.51 0.81 0.01 " ... 1.80 0.51 - 4.21 
TravetL1ng expenses••····•·•• 0.33 ... - 0.25 - - - 1.03 - - - 1. 78 - - 2.60 
Licenses••···•···•···••·····• 0.30 ... 0.06 G.11 0.41 0.40 0.34 - 0.69 o.69 0.43 0.1a 1.30 0.94 0 .. 30 l..55 
T,tal •••••.•••.•••••••••••.•• 49.36 59.58 l6.51 40.28 51.17 58.50 63.15 49.41 -59.82 67.68 79 .. 42 27.18 94.01 95. 51 162. 48 l28.60 
laterest ,n cap1tal •••••••••• 4.37 5.40 3. 79 1.49 3 .. 08 6.56 4.21 ,.11 2.33 5.32 3..34 4.10 18.42 471 1.01 3.95 
Nott prtf1t .{!~ ..••.•.•.••••• 28.09 - 15. 78 31.42 21. 30 13.g! 12.53 28.23 22.23 51.29 42.40 95.80 39.38 81.44 76.53 120.15 
Nett loss ••••.••••••••••••••• - 33. l3 

Total •pirating oxpenses ••••• 8l-82 31.135 36.08 73-19 75.55 78.98 79.29 81.91 84.48 124.29' 125.16 121. 08 151.81 179.66 140.08 253. lJ 

(1) Includes salaries to pr1ncipals 

'r 
? 
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X,ariatJ..,qll.J_.n, Opei'liitj.ng E~e a Percentage 
of GrO,§S :e1:.of_t;t_ 

There were also vtlde variations in operating expenses expressed 

as a percentage of gross profit ( Table 91), wages and salaries paid to 

employees and nett profit averaged 63.6 per cent of the gross profit for 

tho 15 finns. Wages and salaries ~aried from 14.6 to 105.1 per cent, 

while nett profit varied from 15.7 to 75.4 per cent of the gross profit. 

Similar wide variations in the percentage of the gross profit represented 

by the itemised expenses axisted for all the other important items of 

cost. 

The sales of each firm during the period under review ranged 

from £48,200 to £95,600, averaging £76,580 per firm. Approximately 90.4 

per cent of this amount was paid for the fruit handled, leaving about 

9.6 per cent to cover operating expenses and salaries to principals. 

Table 92 s-

TABLE 92 STATE1JiEHr OF OPERATIONS t THREE FRUIT WFOLESALER9 IN JOHANNESBU ID 
1947 /48. 

Item 

Gross purohasee ••••••••· 

Operating expenses ••••••• 
(1 

Nett profit ••··•••·•••• 

Total 
£ 

207,760.60 

13,941.86 

8,037.34 

Percentage of 
sales 

90.4 

1) Includes salaries to principals and interest on capital. 

Operating expenses represented 6.1 per cent, and nett profit 

3.5 per cent of sales. Thia was higher than those on handling both fruit 

and vegetables. ( Table 88), but the cost of fruit, as a percentage of 

sales, was lower. 
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TAOU 9[. VARIATfONS [N OPERATING EXPENSES ElPERIENG~Q AS A PERCENTAGE OF GROSS PROFIT: 15 WHOLESALE FRUlT AND VEGETABLE FIRHS lN JOHANHfSOURG, l947/48. 

- -
Aterage 

Item 15 Firm numb"r 
firms 

-
JS J24 J22 J18 J23 Jl4 J2 Ji J20 J3 J13 JS Jl J11 J12 

Pereentage of Gross Profit 

Wares and salaries 
excluding •wners) •••••••• 29., 1 l4.i 26.9 u.1 L9.4 2-i. 7 32.l 3t.3 28.5 Zb8 30-1 26.3 Jl.O 30.i 45.4 LOS.1 

Rent•·••··················· 9.5 4.0 6.3 22,.9 l7.0 €.8 7.4 4.1 13.1 12. 7 22.9 8.2 11.3 7.5 9.0 54.4 
Transport and raflage •••••• ~-0 - l.O 2.6 - 4.3 4.7 3.9 2.4 4.0 3.0 - 7.1 6.0 8. 1 21 .. 4 
st•rage ~ ••..•.••••••••••••• 3-4 - - - - 7.1 2.1 o.4 - 14.0 - - tll 18. 7 
Statiinery, printfng, 

postage, telephone .•.•.••• ?..8 0.6 1.4 t.9 3.0 2.5 1.s 5.9 2.0 1.8 5.6 ,. 3 J.o 1. 7 3.1 15.4 

Depreciat1oh ••···········•• 2.4 - 2., - - - - 1.0 8.0 ,. 7 3.6 - 7.6 0 .. 9 3.3 10.6 
Packing mator1al ••••••••.•• 2.0 - 0.5 3.7 3-~ 7 .. 4 1.1 L.4 0.2 1.2 - - 6.0 - 4.2 
Hiscellaneous expenses ••••• l..5 - - L.4 4.5 0.2 2.6 5.0 0.9 0.9 o.s c.1 0.4 L.i l .. 9 9.9 
D~natio~s, bcnusses1 gifts •• 1.2 - 5.5 - 1 .. 6 - - o.i, 4.0 1.1 - 6..8 - - 0.7 
Bad debts •••••.••.•....•..• 1.2 - - - - - - 2 .. 0 - - - 23..2 - 0.6 
3ank charges and 1nterest •• 1.0 .. O.i - 0.9 Oi.4 1.s 1.3 0.3 O.fl l.l - 1.8 3., 0.4 2.9 
lasuran~e •••••••••••••••••• 0.9 0.3 0.8 ... c .. , o.s c .• 9 1.9 h&. 0.8 0.4 .. 1.4 o. 0.8 5.6 

Accounttng fees •••••••••••• 0.5 0.4 - - 2.4 - - J.1 - 1.4 - - - 1. 9 1.1 
Travall1n9 expenses •••••••• 0.4 L.4 - - - - 0 .. 3 1.3 - - - 1.1 
Li~enses •••••••.•.•.••••••• o.4 0.1 0.2 0.6 o.s O.i 0.2 - 0.9 0.4 o.s o. L 0.8 0.5 0.4 - 74 .. l Total ••••• ~ •••• ~ •• ~ •••••••• 60.3 21.4 45.8 50.8 53.2 54.5 55.0 E0.4 61.9 63.4 67.7 67.7 70.9 79.0 225.3 
Interest on cafftal •••••••• 5.3 3.2 10.5 hi 1.s 4.3 2.c 5.0 12.1 2. 7 4.1 0.4 2.8 8.3 5.3 20.3 

Nett profft (1 .••.••••••••• 34.4 75.4 43. 7 47.6 45.3 41. 2 43.0 34.6 26.0 33.9 20.2 31. 9 26.3 17.6 15. 7 
Nett less .................. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 145.6 

mo 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 10G 

- .. - - --

( 1 ~ Includes salaries to princfpals 
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The gross value of the fruit purchased did not include auch 

items as storage, transport, railage and packing materials. These were 

listed by the firms in their profit and loss accounts and were regarded 

as operating expenses. 

The average operating expend!,ture of the three firms was 

£7,326.39 or ,-£95.66 per £1,000 of turnover ( Table 93). This was 

higher than for firms handling both fruit and vegetables. { Table 89). 

!Jett profit ( inclusive of salaries to principals) was the 

major expense item, and averaged £2,180.89 per firm, or £28.47 per 

£1,000 of turnover. The average nett profit(inclusive of salaries to 

principals) was about £254 more for f~1it wholesalers than for fruit and 

vegetable wholesalers. Expressed per £1,000 of sales, however, the nett 

profit wus about the same. 

TABLE 93 OPER~TINO EXPENSF.B I THREE WHOLESALE FHJIT FIRMS IN JOHANNESBURG 
1947/48. 

Item 

Wages and salaries(owners 
excluded) ••••••••••···· 
Storage ••••••••••••••••• 
Transport and railage ••• 
.tten t ••.................. 
Bad debts ••••••••••••••• 
Bank charges and interest 
Accounting fees ••••••••• 
Depreciation••·•······•· 
Stationery, printing, 
postage, telephone•·••·• 
Wdscellaneous expenses •• 
Insurance ••••••••••••••• 
Packin~ material•···•··• 
Donations, bon~••os,gifts 
Travelling expenses ••••• 
Li cons es ••••.••••••••••• 

Total 
(1 

Interest on capital ••••• 
N.ett profit (2 •••·••••• 

Average 
per 

firm 

1,956.85 
1,279.71 

432.,10 
197.15 
14,1:.46 
111.28 
107.67 
106. 50 

100.72 
76.61 
62.59 
30.66 
27.81 
22.75 
20.12 

498.22 
2,180.89 

Percentage 
of operating 
expenses 

26.4 
17.5 

5.9 
2.7 
2.0 
1.5 
1.6 
1.4 

1.4 
1.0 
0.7 
0.4 
0 .,1 
0.3 
0.3 

6.8 
29.8 

1) Calculated at the rate of 5 per cent on capital emoloyed. 

2) I nclu das salaries to principals. 

Cost per 
£1,000 of 
sales 

25.29 
16.71 

6.66 
2.57 
1.89 
1.46 
1.41 
1.39 

1.32 
1.00 
0.68 
0.,:10 
0.36 
0.30 
0.26 

60.68 

6. 51 
28.47 
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v ar1 e.ll£>.n1 1n Operating Expena es 
Operating expenses of fruit wholesalers varied less widely 

than those of the fruit and vegetable firms. This interpretation may, 

however, be the result of the smallness of the sample. 

Wages and s elarles varied from £U.81 to £39. 71, and nett 

profit ( which included salaries to principals) from £1.8. 27 to iA3.16 

per £1,000. (Table 94). The firm with the highest operating expenses 

hod the lowest nett profit. This dealer handled e. large volume of apples 

which was cold stored for part of the year. The oost involved in oold 

storing was the principal reason why 11, e operating expenses greatly exoeede, 

those of the other two fine. 

Bad debts were an important cost item for one of the 

firms, amounting to tffi,17 per £1,000 turnover. Other important items 

of expense were rent, transport, railage, stationery, postage, telephone, 

depreciation, bank charges and interest. 

The operating expenses of two of the finns were below, and 

that of one, above the average for the three firms. 

TABLE 94 VARIATIONS IN OPERATING EXPENSES PER £1,000 OF TURNOVERt THREE 
FltJIT WHOLFllALERS IM JOPANNESBURG, 1947/48, 

a 

Item 

Wages and salaries 
(exoluding owners)••••• 
Storage••••••·••••··••• 
Transport and railage •• 
Rent , •••••.•••••••••••• 
Bad debts••••••·••••••• 
Bank oharges and interest 
.Accounting fees•••••••• 
Depreciation••·•··••••• 
Stationery, printing, 
postage , telephone•••• 
Miaoellaneoua expenses •• 
Insurance •••••••••••••• 
Packing material ••••••.• 
Donations, bonuases,gifts 
Travelling expenses •••• 
Lice~ • ......•....... 
Total 
Intereat on capital 
Nett Pa>Ot (1 . . 
Total operating expenses 

Average 
5 firms 

25.29 
16.71 

6,65 
2,67 
1,89 
1,46 
1.41 
1.59 

1,32 
1.00 
0.68 
0.40 
0.36 
0.30 
0.26 

60.68 
6, 61 

28.47 
95.66 

1) Includes salaries tb owners. 

ZS 

Firm number 
-----------·-w ___ _ 

Jl5 J 16 J 21 

m>cpensea per £1,000 of turnover 
i! i! i., 

11.01 

4.66 
2.12 
8,17 
1.26 
4.01 

1,00 

0,33 
1,91 
1.00 

36,78 
2.45 

43JJ.6 
82.37 

16.81 
.... 

6.73 
2.38 -
0,66 

..... 
2.20 

1.63 
0.02 
0.66 

.... 

-
30.08 
a.as 

3],,60 
70.56 

39.71 
40.15 
6.06 
2,98 
f.42 
2.27 
1.36 
1.36 

1.19 
2.39 
0.89 -0.37 
0.71 
P, 37 

100.23 
6,43 

18.27 
124.93 
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~+" t')n in Qp~.Jlt;i,ng jxpeol!e§.. . ..1.LA 
Perc·rm,oge of Gross PI.2.0-~t 

Wages and aalariee varied from 14.3 to 51,8 per cent and 

averaged 26.4 per cent of the gross profit. Nett profit varied more 

widely than wages and salaries, ranging from 14.7 to 52. 6 per centf 

averaging 29.8 per cent of the gross profit. These two items averaged 

56.2 per cent of tho gross profit of the firms ( Table 95). 

Storage charges absorbed 17.5 per cent of the average gross 

profit of the firms; transport and railage, 6. 9 per centJ rent, 2.? per 

cent, bad debts, 2.0 per cent, bnnk charges and interest, 1.5 per centJ 

acc°'1nt1ng fees, 1.s per cent; depreciation, 1.4 per centJ and stationery, 

printing and postage 1.4 per cent. These items jo1ntly accounted for 

33.9 per cent of the grose profit, while interest on ·~0 p1 tal and other 

minor expenses represented 9.9 per cent of such profit. 

TABLE 95 VARIATIONS IN oPERATINO EXPENS&S EXPRESSED AB A PERCENTAGE OF 
0008S PROFIT• THREE FFlJIT WFOLESALEF.8 IN JOPANNESBUOO, 1947 /48. 

·•• a. ..as. 

Item 

Wegea & sa.lartea(Owner'e 
excluded ) •••• , • • •••••• 
Storage•••••••••·••·••· 
Transport and railage ••• 
Rent•••••••••••••·••••• 
Bad debts•••·•·•••••••• 
Bank dic.rees and interest 
Accounting fees •••••••• 
Depreciation••••••••••• 
st~t1onery, printing, 

Average 
3 firme 

26.4 
17.5 

6.9 
2.7 
2.0 
1.5 
1.6 
1.4 

postuge, telephone••••• 1.4 
Miscellanoous expenaes • 1.0 

WY.a 

Firm number 

3 15 J 16 

Percentage of gross profit 

-
-0,0 

1.2 

Inaurance .,............ o.7 0.4 

2,3 
0.1 
0,9 

Packing material • .. • • • • 0.4 2,3 -

J 21 

51.8 
52_.l 
4.8 
2,4 
0.3 
1.a 
1.1 
1.1 

I~mationtJ, b<musees,gi.fts 0,"1 1. 2 - o. 3 
Travelling expenses•••• 0.3 ~ 0.6 

••• 

LicenfWe ., r • • •., • ~ •..:,~_. _ _..,;;;,,0.,... 3,;;. _______ ...Q,..,:z.;6;,..-.. ___ , __ _.-______ _.o",:..=5:......,.., 

Total 
Interest on capital •••• 
Nett profit {1 , • • • • • •··, 

65.4 
6.8 

29.8 

100 0 ........... .... ! 

1) Includes s,'3l.aries to owners. 

44.6 
2.9 

52.6 

~oo.o 

42.6 80.2 
12.6 6.1 
4Ll. EL. ______ 1 ... 'W_._, 

199,9 
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Qenemt 

The sales per firm varied from £10,714 to £71,487, averaging 

£:10,942. About 87.1 per cent of this was paid for the fruit and vege

tables handled, which left 12.9 per cent to pay for expenses and recom

pense to principals. ( Table 96). 

TABLE 96 STATEMENT OF OPERATIONSI FOUR FRUIT AND VEOETABLE WFOLESALE 
FIRMS IN C~E TOVv'N, 19,17 /'-18. 

Item 

Total 
4 

firms 
~ ............................. ~ .... ---~-~--=_,,,, ______ __,.,. ___ 

Purchases .............. 
Operating expenses••·•• 

(1 
Nett profit ••·······• 

142,684.69 

17,419.07 

1) Includes salaries to owners and interest on capital. 

Percentage 
of 

sales 

Percent 

87.l 

10.7 

2.2 

LC 

Operatinb expenses accounted for 10.7 per cent of the gross 

margin on sales, which left 2.2 per cent for payment of salaries to 

principals, interest on capital and nett profit. The gross purchases 

refer only to the amount paid for the produce and do not contain any 

item of eXpense connected with the buying of the produoe. 

The average operating expenses o~ the four firms Wire 

£6,270.51, or £1.28.73 per £1,000 turnover ( Table 97). 
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l'ABLE 97 OPEfua:'ING EXPENSES I FQJR WHOLElS...LE FRJIT .. illD VEOET.tLBLE FIRMS 
IN CAPE TOWN, 19,17/48. 

Item 

Wagef3 and salaries 
(excluding owners) ••• 
Transport and railage. 
Rent ••• e •••••• C a • • ••• 

Depre01.etlon ......... . 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Packing materl al •••.• 
Stationery,printing, 
postage,telephone •·•• 
Insurance•••·••·····• 
Licenses••··•···••··• 
Accounting fees •••••• 

E 

Bank charges Md intereet 
Bad debts •••••••••••• 
Donationa,bonusses,gifte 

Total (] 
Interest on capital 
~tt NOfit (2 

Average 
per 
firm 

2633.66 
473.84 
277.62 
249.05 
246.75 
160.Ll6 

96.92 
87.70 
56.87 
36.35 
33.94 
16.74 

5.06 

•1354. 76 
88.24 

027, s1 

204 

Percentage 
of opera
ting e~ 

.£ iS 

Cost per 
£1,000 
of 

~maep ~--~~~N:aa.e~s __ _ 
Percentage 

49.97 
8.99 
5.27 
4.73 
,1. 68 
3.04 

l.84 
1.66 
0.70 
0.69 
0.64 
0.32 
0.10 

82.63 
1.67 

1s.zo 
100.0 

64.32 
11.57 

6.78 
6.08 
6.03 
3.92 

2.37 
2.14 
0.90 
0.89 
0.83 
0.41 
0.12 

106.36 
2.16 

20.21 

1) Calculated at the rate of 5 per cent on capital employed. 

2) Includes salaries to owners. 

Of the vari0.1e items of expenditure, wages, salaries and nett 

profit ( including salaries to principals) were the most important. 

These represented ,,19.97 and 15.7 per cent,reepectively, or jointly 

65.67 per cent of the expenses. The most important minor expense items 

and the proportion they bore to total expenses were ·1 Transport and 

railage, 8.99 per cent, rent, 6.27 per centJ depreciation, .::1. 75 per cen1; 

miscellaneous expenses, 4.68 per centJ and packing material, 3.04 per 

cent. 

The operating expenses per £1,000 of turnover for each of the 

firms are shown in Table 98. 
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T A.:,LE 98 VJlRIATION IN OPE.HATING EXPENSES PER £1.,000 OF TURNOVER& FOUR 
\;HQ LESA LE FIDIT AND VEDET AJLE FI RMS IN CAPE TOrvN, 1947 / 48 • 

Item 

--· UQ 

Vw ages, salaries ( excluding 
salaries to owners) ••••• 
Transport and railage ••• 
Iient • •••••••••••.••• • • •• 
Depreciation••·•·•····•• 
Miscellaneoo.s expenses •• 
Packing material•••···•• 
Stationery,postage, 
printing, telephone••••• 
Inturance ••••·•···•····· 
Licenses••••·····••···•• 
Accounting fees ••••••••• 
Jank charges and interest 
Dad debts•••••••·••••••• 
Donations, bonusses and 

Average 
4 

firms 

64.32 
11.57 

6.78 
6.08 
fr.oa 
3.91 

2.37 
2.14 
0.90 
0,89 
0.83 
o.41 

gifts•···•···••••••••••• 0.12 

Total 
Interest on capital 
Nett profit 
Nett loss 

;2ta.1 ease;;os MPso,,e 

106.56 
2.16 

20~21 

128.73 
HfL£...._.,,.., 

0 4 02 a 1 0 6 

Operating expenses per £1,000 turnover 

50.36 
23.17 
6.48 

13.62 
0.55 

2.63 
3.74 
0.52 
0.68 
1.54 
0.95 

104.20 
2.68 

25.16 

77.19 
7.90 
6.71 
4.92 

11.82 

2.69 
1.66 
1.54 
o.74 
0.49 
0.34 

-
115.89 

2~00 
8.25 

69.00 
2.85 
7.37 

1.76 
18.18 

o. 53 
1.31 
0.11 

0.36 

0.67 

23.33 
14.81 

6.54 
1.33 
5.15 

6.64 
1.26 
0.89 
6,68 
1.60 

102.07 66. 23 
1.11 4.34 

75.13 114.95 -
~l.78.31 

The operating expenses of the firms varied from £81.72 to 

£185. 52, averaging «j,_28. 73 per £1,000 turnover. The firm With the lowest 

expenses suffered a loss of £25.16 per il,000 of 'b.lrnover. Salaries and 

wages varied from £23.33 to £77 .19; transport and railage, from £2.83 to 

£23.17J misoellaneQls expenses, from «n.63 to i!l.1.82. Similar Wide 

variations seem to indicate that the varioos i teme of cost were not em-

,ployed With equal efficiency by the firms concerned. Nett profit (in

oluding salaries to principals) varied most, namely £8~25 to £1.14.96. 

This is attributable to the fact that firm numbers 04 and 02 were 

principally wholesalers, while firms 01 and 06 sold a very large proport.on 

of the produce handled at retail. 

Vazj..atio,n -ill O.tterati?},g l?c_pensea as a Percentage 
sL...Q.r_,gpf! _Profll 

The percentage of gross profit constituted by wages and salaries 

(excluding owners') varied from 12. 58 to e]..63 per cent. Nett profit 
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(including owner I s salaries) showed a simil~ wide variation, namely 

from 6.54 to 61~96 per cent of the gross profit ( Table 99). 

TAUE 99 VARIATION IN OPERATING EXPENSES EXPRESSED AS A PEROENI'AGE OF 
GtlOSS PROFIT I FOUR WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETiC,LE FIRMS IN 

CAPE TOviN, 1947 / 48. 

s.m:m .. a~..1±1 •••;a:••-~~-- ..... a. ., 

Average Firm number 

4 
Item firms a 4 0 2 0 1 0 5 

~----....,.~-

Percentage of gross pl"Qfi t 

Wages and salaries 
(excluding owners') 49.97 61.63 61.19 38.70 12.58 
Transport and railage 8.99 28.35 6.26 1. 59 7.98 
.dent ................. 5.27 7.94 5.32 4.13 3.53 
Depreciation ••••••••• 4.73 16.66 3.90 """ 0.72 
Miscellaneous expense 4. 68 0.65 9.37 0.9'} 2.77 
Packing material ..... 3.04 10.1~ 
Stationery,postage, 
printing, telephone ••• 1.84 3.22 2.05 o.oa 3.04 
Insurance I e e • C e •• • • • e 1.66 4.58 1.31 o.rrs 0.68 
Licenses ............. 0.70 Q.63 1.22 a.ca 0.48 
Accounting fees ...... 0.69 0.84 0.59 - 3.06 
Dank charges & interest 0.64 1,88 0.39 0.20 0.86 
~Jad debts ............ 0.32 1.14 0.27 ,... 
Donations, bonusaes,gift,s 0.10 - o.B~ 
----~--------:"W'" ~.,,...-.---:s----..:,-~.,.,....._ -~~-

Total 82.63 127. 51 91. 87 57.24 35.70 
Interest on capital 1.67 B.28 1.59 0.62 2.34 
Nett profit 15.70 - e. 64 42,14 61.96 
Nett loss 30.79 ... -
~~-~-~ 

Total operating 
~~ns es ___ r--. ____ l9.9..t.Q_ • J..O.Q_.O lO.Q.O ;ioo.o lQOsQ 

~-~....-:-w------~~ 

Firm number 04 had three motor vehicles which, while delivering 

orders, also hawked produce among the firm' s ell en ts. This op.era ti on did 

not meet With success as the income from the increased volume bf sales 

resultent from hawk1Jli8 did not offset the high transport and dep.reoiation 

costs sustained on the vehicles. These costs were rGSpone;b.ie fer the 

losses incurred by the particular firm. 

The percentage of grose I,Jl'Of1t cor.u,-.t~t•d by nett pi-of1 t was 

lowest for the firm with the largest turnover, and greatest for the firm 

with the lowest turnover. The firm which retained the greater praport1,m 

of its gross profit as nett profit spent the lowest amount on salaries 

and wages, while the firm which showed the lowest percentage of ~ett 

profit on gross profit spent the greater amount on wages and ea1Qri8S. 
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The eales per firm varied from £9,000 to £63,400 averaging 

£20,580 per firm. ( Table 100). About 91.8 per cent of this was paid for 

the produce handled, leaving 8.2 per cent to pay for operating expenses 

and rellllneration to principals. 

TABLE 100 STATEVIENT OF OPErlATIONS- t. SEVEN FIDIT A~JD VEGETA3LE WHOLESALE 
FIRivB. IN PflnOaI A, 1947 / 48 .. 

Item 

Purchases ............... 
Operating expenses•••••• 

(1 
Nett profit .•••••••••••• 

Total 

f.,, , 

Total 
7 

firms 

132,247.58 

7,535.26 

4,492.98 

£ 144,076.62 

1) Includes salaries to owner's and interest on capital. 

Percentage of 
sales 

P-eroentage 

91.8 

100.0 

Operating expenses amounted to 5.1 per cent of the gl"OU profit 

on a.ales, leaving 5.1 per oent to pay for salaries to principals, interest 

on capital, snd nett profit. The purchases represent the nett amount 

paid for the produce handled and exclude any item of expense oonneoted 

with 1 ts purchase. 

The aver~e operating expense of the firms wa$ £1.,689.74, or 

£82 •. 10 par £1,000 of turnover ( Table ,101) 1-
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TABLE 101 OPERATING EXPENSES a SEVEN WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE 
FIRMS IN PRETORIA, 1947/48. 

Wages and salaries 
(ownert a~oluded) ·•••••• 
Rent ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Transport & railage ••···• 
Stationery,printing, 
postage, telephone•··••·• 
l'!.ti.scellaneoua expenses ••• 
Depreciation••··•·•••••·• 
Bank charges and interest. 
Licenses ••••••••••••••••• 
Travelling expenses••••·• 
Insurance•••·········•··· 
Packing material ••••••••• 
J/J counting fees •••••••••• 
Donations, bonusses,gifte. 

TOTAL 
Interest on capital (1 
Nett profit (2 

Total operating expenses 

Average 
7 

firms 

631.55 
141.00 
125.31 

49.26 
34.05 
22.28 
11.81 
9.56 
8.57 
5.52 
4.35 
3.84 
o.ao 

1047.89 
455. 69 
596.26 

1689.74 

Percentage 
of op_era
ting expen-
ses 

Percentage 

57.38 
8.54 
7.41 

2.91 
2.01 
1.52 
0.70 
0.56 
0.51 
0.35 
0.26 
0.23 
o.os 

62.01 
2.70 

35.29 

100.0 

.......--. 

l) Oaloulated at the rate of 5 per cent on capital employed. 
2) Includes salaries to owners. 

Oost per 
£J.,ooo 

of 
aalea 

£ 

30.68 
6.86 
6.09 

2.39 
1.66 
1.08 
0.57 
Q.46 
0.42 
0.27 
0.21 
0.19 
0.04 

50.91 
2.21 

28.98 

82.10 

We.gee, salaries and nett profit were the largest items of 

cost charges, These reepectlvely represented 37.38 and 35.29 per cent 

of the gross profit. The principal minor items of expense were rent, 

transport, railage, stationary, printing, postage and telephone. 

Variation jJl Operating ~e~ 

Operating expenses for each of the firms studied are shown in 

Table 102 1-
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TABLE 102 V~u,I.aTION IN OPE&TINO EXPE:tBES PER ctl,000 OF 'lURNOVEf\, SEVEN 
Vi.HOLES.ALE FRUIT &m VEGETABLE FIRMS IN PRETORI.H., 19£17 / 48. 

Firm riumber -----~_,...,...... ~~ 

Average 
Item 7 firms P5 P7 Pl p6 P8 PlO P9 

Wages & salaries 
(principals ex-
cluded) ••·····•• 30.68 
aent •••••••••••• 6.85 
Transport and 
railage ••··•··•• 6.09 
Stationery,printing, 
postage & telepD,one 2.59 
Miscellaneous ex-
penses ••••••••••• 
Depreciation ••••• 
Bank charges and 

1,66 
L08 

intarest •··•····• 0.57 
Licensee ••••••••• 0,46 
Travelling er-
penses ••··•····•• 
Insurance •••••••• 
Packing material •• 
.;t.Ccounting fe•••• 
Donations,DOJ:,.u~ees 
gifts •••••••••••• 

0.42 
0.27 
0~21 
0.19 

0.04 

Operating expenses per £1.,000 turnover 

£ 

25.81 25.35 28.76 
6.07 10.89 4.27 

-

0.23 
0.,17 

0.10 

- 12.21 

-
-
--

2.70 

4.30 

-

l4.,l6 41.66 
6.77 14,67 

5.84 

2.98 1,66 

-
1.71 

- 6.67 

0.39 

.... 

47.60 
6,26 

6.90 8,18 

6.63 

7,69 

0.74 
1.00 

-

Total ••••••••••• 60.91 40.51 36.24 62.24 39,07 69.06 69.45 '77.03 
Interest on 
capital •••••••••• 2.21 
Nett profit •••••• 28.98 

2.39 1.12 2,73 
14.16 31.69 26.77 

2.06 o. 66 
47 .82 29.83 

2.06 
41.04 

2,75 
50.70 

Wages, ·salaries and nett profit ( including salaries to own~rs) were 

the main i terns which cauaed the W.i.de variations 1n operating expf...naes. AB 

items of cost, wages and salaries varied from £14.46 to £47.60, and nett 

profit from £14.16 to £50.70. Among th4tems of minor expense, da,praoiation, 

bank charges and interest, licensee, travelling expenses, insurance, packing 

material, accounting fees, donations and gifts were individually of little 

account. 

Wages and salaries, nett profit, rent, railage and transport were the 

four chief items of expense involved in operating the firms. The total 

operating expenses of three ot the firms were below, and four were above the 

av0rage for the seven firms. 
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Vafifll.io.n_ in, o~~rat1ng ~~ a11 a Pe~ni,age 
gf Gross Profit 

The percentage that wages and salaries constituted of gross 

profit varied widely ( Table 103). It ranged from 16'.25 to 45.23 per cent, 

avaraging 37.38 per cent of the gross profit for the seven firms. 

TABLE 103 VARI.ATION IN OPERATING EXPENSES AS A PERCENTAGE OF GROSS PROFIT1 
SEVEN WHOLESALE FRJIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS IN PRETORIA, 1947 /48. 

Firm number 

Average 
7 

Iter1 firms P5 P7 Pl P6 pa PlO P9 
-·~ 

Percentage of gross profit 

Wages and 
salaries ( ex-
eluding owners) 37.38 45.23 36.71 35.19 16.26 44.92 42.29 34.67 
Rent •••••••••• 8.34 10.63 15.77 5.22 7.62 14.76 6.57 6~79 
Transport and 
railage ••••••• 7.41 8.60 14.94 6. 57 5.24 6.27 
Stationery,printing 
postage,telephone 2.91 2.84 - 3.30 3.35 1.67 1.74 5.08 
Jl.ll.iscollaneous ex-
penses .......... 2.01 - 5.21 1.40 0.38 5.89 
Depreciation •••• 1.32 - - a.,14 3.42 -
Bank charges and 
interest•·••··•• 0.70 1.69 - 1.10 0.67 
Licenses ........ 0.56 0.70 1.92 - 0.21 o.r1 
Travelling ex-
penaee •••••••••• 0.51 - 6.70 
Insurance ••••••• 0.33 O."-lO - 1.34 o.40 -
Packing material. 0.26 0.83 - - - 0.27 -
~ccounting fees •• 0.23 - - 0.,14 - 1.09 
Donations,bonueses, 
gifts ••••••••••• o.os 0.18 - - .... 

TOT&J 62.01 71.00 62.t:'18 63.91 '13.93 69.44 61.71 59.0t:l 
Interest on 
capital ... 2.70 ,1. 20 1.62 5.36 2.30 o~ se 1.85 2.11 
Nett profit 3_5, 29 24.8Q ,l5.90 32.74 53,77 .so.po 36. ,16 38.85 

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
:: =~-=:=::... _,;:;=== == == 

Nett profit showed a similar wide variation, varying from 2£1. 80 

to 53.71 per cent, averaging 35.29 per cent of the gross profit for the 

seven firms. Jointly these items absorbed the greater proportion of the 

gross profit. Rent v::iried from 5.22 to 15.77 per cent and railage and 

transport from 5.2"-1 to l•l.9·1 per cent of the gross profit. Other items 

of expense, to a leaser degree, varied similarly. 
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.DY.2. [I,1JJ..t....Md Vqgetabl§ v:ho1ea!J& Flzrms. l.ll 
BloemfonteJJl 

Gener~ 

The turnover of the two firms was a.bout £1,:1,800 and £11,500, 

respectively,and averaged about £13,200. About 79.5 per cent of this wae 

paid for the produce handled, leaving 20.5 per cent to pay for operating 

expenses and remuneration to owners ( Table 104). 

T.1rnLE 10,1 STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS : TWO WF'OLESALE FRESP FRJIT AND VEGE
TABLE FIRMS IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 19 .. 17 /1.18. 

Item 

Purchases ................ 
Operating expenses ••••••• 

(i 
Nett profit ••·••o•••e~•• 

Total 
2 

firms 

£ 

20, 9•17 .47 

1,691.15 

3,697 .Sil 

l) Includes salaries to o~mGr~ Eind interest on capital. 

Percentage 
of 

sales 

Percentage 

6.4 

14.l 

Operating expenses a:1ounted to 6.,:1 per cent of so.lea, leaving 

14.1 per cent of the gross ~ar6in for salaries to owners, interest on 

capital and nett profit. 

Purchases represent the amcunt paid for the produce handled,, 

excluding any costs connected With such buying, 

The average operating expenses of the two firms r.1ere 

£2,694.,19, or £264.C:.Z per £.1,100 of turnover (Table 105)1-
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TA..BLE 106 OPERATING EXPENSES t TUO \ivHOLES.ALE FRESE FRUIT .rt.ND VIDETABLE 
FIRMS IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Iteo 

Wages & salaries 
(excluding owners) 

Rent •••••••••••••• 

~verage 
per 

firra 

Stationery,prlnting, 
postage,telephone •• 
Miscellaneous e:x!-

483.86 

156.00 

75. 59 

penees •••••••.••.• 
Transport and 
railage ••••••••••• 
Depreciation •••••• 
Bank charges and 
interest ••.••••••• 
Insurance ••••••••• 
Licenses .......... 

TOTAL 
Interest on 
capi tal'(l, ·• · •••• 
Nett profit· ( 2, 

Total operating 

37.88 
28.26 

12.38 
8.68 

2. 50 

846. 57 

37,41 
1,811.51 

Percentage 
of operating 

expenses 

Percentage 

17.96 

5,79 

2.80 

1.50 

1.41 
1.05 

0.46 
0.32 
0.09 

31.38 

1.39 
67.23 

Cost per 
£.1.,000 
sales 

36.74 

11.85 

6.74 

3.07 

2,88 
2.14 

0.94 
0.66 

· 0,19 

64.21 

2.84 
137. 57 

.txa.1m1~~--=-==-· --~~:~~-.. ~=- .. . -~92,._ .. ~L.:~--~-:~ . .:-·====2~b=~~-~?!~:~--==-== 
Calculated at the rate of 5 per cent on capital employed. 
Includes salaries to owners. 

The major operating expense for wholesalers in Bloemfontein was 

nett profit, This item absorbed about 67 per cent of the gross profitJ 

wages and salaries accounted for about 18 per cent; rent for about Six 

per cents nnd stationery, printing, postage aod telephone f'or about three 

per cent of the gross profit. Together, the four principal 

cost items represented 93.8 per cent of expenses. 

Operating expenses per £1,000 of turnover for each of the firms 

a.re shown in Table 1061-
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V ARIATIOU IN OPERATING EXPENSIDS PER £1,000 TURNOVER• 'I'VlO 
~,HOLES.ALE FiUIT AND VEGETABLE FIR.MS IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Average 
2 

firms 

Firm number 

B3 Bl 

Operat4.ng c.xpenses per £J.., 000 turnover • 

Viages and salaries (ex
cluding owners) ••••.• 
Rent •••••••••.••••••• 
Stntionery,printing, 
postage,telephones •••• 
~uscellaneoua expenses 
Transport and railage 
Depreciation •••.••••• 
Bank charges and interest 
Insurance •••••••••••• 
Licenses ••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 
Interest on capital 
Nett profit (1 · 

36.74 
ll.85 

5 .. 74 
3.07 
2.88 
2.14 
0.94 
0.66 
0.19 

64.21 
2.84 

137.57 

27.82 
7.27 

5. 58 
2.61 
6.24 
3. 54 
1.44 
o. 66 
0.17 

65.25 
2.10 

40.99 

45.71 
15.42 

5.86 
3.43 
0.25 
1.06 
0.65 
0.73 
0.20 

71.21 
3.42 

213.00 

---
1) Includes salaries to owners. 

Retailing acoountt:d for about 60 per cent of the sales of Firm 

Bl, while that of Firm B 3 amounted to approximately 5 per cent of its 

turnover. The higher margins on retail sales accounted for nett profit 

being the main cause for the diffennce in operating expenses between the 

two firms. 

~~t,lo,n JJl...9J:leratin.s._ ~ensep__,a,.s a Percentag\i ~f 
1hl. Gros~oJ~.t 

Tho various iteras of expense, excluding nett profit, expressed 

as a · percentage of the gross profit, was considerably lower for Firm 

Bl than B3 due to the greater profit riargin of the former. Table 1~7t-

-· 
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TABLE 107 VAaIATI0N IN 0PEll.ATING EXPENSES EXPHESSED AS A PERCENTAGE OF 
GROSS P .OOFIT 1 'IWO WHOLESALE FRJIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS IN 

BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

'WWW 

Average 

2 t1rms 

Firm number 

Item 

Wages and salaries 
(excluding owners) ..... 
l1.en t ••.•..............• 
Stationery,printing, 
postage, telephone •••••• 
Miscellaneous sxpensee •• 
Transport & railage ••••• 
Depreciation••···•••••• 
Bank charges & interest. 
lnturanea ............ . 
Licenses ................ 

Total 
Interest on capital 
Nett profit (1 

17.96 
5.79 

2.80 
1. 50 
1.41 
1.05 
0.46 
o.s2 
o.o9 

31.38 
1.39 

67.23 

1) Includes salaries to owners. 

28.29 
7.40 

6.68 
2.66 
6.34 
3.60 
1.46 
o. 57 
0.17 

56.17 
2.14 

41.69 

Percentage 

15.20 
5.56 

2.04 
1.19 
0.09 
0.37 
0.19 
0.25 
0.07 

Nearly three-fourths of the gross profit of Firm Bl was retained 

as remuneration to owners and nett profit as compared With about 42 per 

cent for Firm B3. wages and salaries, expressed as a percentage of gross 

profit for B5, were nearly double those of Flrm 1 Bl. Similar and even 

greater variations existed for the other items of e:xpenae. 

~RISON . OF TPE WFOLK§ALfilRS 
SURV£m.D .J..t..T.fjl TE.R.L1INA,L l\fJlliKFJI§. .. 

Staamen..t of O~eratio~ 

In a comparative sense,(Table 108) shows the percentage con

stituted by avernge purchases, operating expenses and nett profit in 

terms of sales among wholesale fruit and vegetable firms surveyed at each 

terminal market t-
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TABLE 108 COMPARISON BETWEEN PERCENTAGE CONSTITUTED BY AVERAGE PURCHASES, 
OPERATING Ex7ENSES AND NETT PROFIT IN TEHMS OF SALES I 15 FRUIT 
AND VEOET~LE WHOLESALE FIRMS IN JOFANNESBURG, FOUR nr OAPE 
TOWN, SEVEN IN PRETORIA, AND TWO IN BLOEMFONrEIN, 1947 /48 • 

w #I ••• . &..+Ii&¥· &&aa, i .. Wt ESiiJif£J.;.t :Ci».&. 

Wholesalers 

Item Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Percentage of sales 

Purchases 

Operating expenses 
(1 

Nett profit 

Total 

4.9 

100.0 

1) Includes salaries to owners, 

87.1 

10.7 

2.2 

100.0 

91.8 79.5 

5.1 6.4 

3.1 14.1 

100.0 100.0 

T"Ji.c:zs:~ ±·. ws - Et¥1#¥ ff 

Expressed as a percentage of sales, purchases varied from 79.5 

per cent for dealers in Bloemfontein to 91.8 per cent for tbBse in 

Johannesburg and Pretoria. Operating expenses, expressed as a percentage 

of sales, were +owest for dealers in Johannesburg, and highest for those 

in Oape Town, while Bloemfontein dealers showed the greatest nett profit 

on sales. Johannesburg and Pretoria dealers varied little in so far as 

their financial operations were concerned, while Bloemfontein dealers 

varied ma:rn:edly in all respects from firms at the other centres. 

Average operating expenses per firm and per £1,000 of turnover 

for the firms surveyed at each terminal markat are shown in Table 1091-

TABLE 109 AVERAGE OPERATING EXPENSES PER FIRM AND PER £1,000 TURNOVERe 15 
WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS IN JOHANNESBURG, FOUR IN 
CAPE TOWN' SEVEN IN PRETORIA, T~v·o IN BLOEMFONTEIN' 19,:17 / 118. 

Item 

Average operating 
expenses per flra 

Average operating 
expenses £1,000 
turnover ••••••• 

Johannesburg Oape Town 

5,270.51 

81.82 128.73 

Pretoria Bloemfontein 

£ £ 

1,689.74 2,694.49 

82.10 204.62 
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.Although there is a marked difference in the average operating 

expense per firm, operating expenses per £1,000 of turnover was about the 

sume for firms in Johannesburg and Pretoria. The difference in operating 

expenses per firm is due to several factors. Johannesburg firms were 

largely partnerships ( Table 74), had larger annual turnovers ( Table 75), 

employed more staff ( Table 76), and averaged a slightly greater nett 

profit ( Table 88), individually than those in Pretoria, which were mostly 

individual propriotorships ( Table 74), had relatively smaller annual turn

overs ( Table 75), employed less staff ( Table 76), and averaged a smaller 

nett profit ( Table 100). 

While the average operating expenses per firm in Cape Town was 

about 6 per cent less than for firms in Johannesburg, the opera.ting 

expenses per £1,000 turnover was about 57 per cent greater. 

Firms in Cape To~~m employed more assistants ( Table 7 5) thereby 

expending more on wages and salaries than firms in Johannesburg. This 

greatly affected their operating expenses per £1,000 turnover, as their 

average sales was much lower than that of the Johannesburg firms. Wages 

and salaries vrere, therefore, mainly accountable for the difference in 

operating expenses per £1,000 turnover between dealers in the two cities. 

On an average dealers in Bloemfontein had the highest operating 

expenses per £1,000 of turnover, which amounted to £204.62. Of this amount 

£1.37. 67 represented nett profit which was the principal ree.Jon why their 

operating expenses was highest. 

Variation .l,.n Operatip~ 

The variation in the average_ operating expenses of the firms 

studied at each terninnl □nrket is shown in Table 110. 
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TABLE 110 VARIATION IN AVERAGE OPERATING EXPENSES PER £1,000 OF 'IJmOVERa 
15 FRUIT AND VEGETABLE WHOLESALERS IN JOHANI:JESBUID, FOUR IN 
CAPE TOWN, SEVEN IN PRETORIA, Tv10 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Item Johannesburg Cape Toun Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Wages and salaries 
(excluding owners) ••••• 
Rent ••••••••••••••••••• 
Transport and railage ••• 
Storage •••••••••••••••• 
Stationery,printing, 
postage,telephone •••••• 
Depreciation ••••••••••• 
Packing material ••••••• 
Iviiscellaneous ex;.')enses • 
Donations, bonusses,gifts 
Bad debts ••.•......•••• 
Bank charges and interest 
Insurance •••••••••••••• 
Accounting fees••·····• 
Travelling expenses •••• 
Licensee •••••••••.••••• 

Total 
Interest on capital 
Nett profit (1 

£ 

23.85 
7.76 
3.31 
2.80 

2.26 
1.96 
1.64 
1.21 
1.01 
0.96 
0.81 
0.78 
0.40 
0.33 
0.30 

49.36 
4.37 

28.09 

64.32 
6.78 

11.57 

2.37 
6.08 
3.92 
6.03 
0.12 
0.41 
0.83 
2.14 
0.89 

0.90 

106.36 
2.16 

20.21 

30.68 
6.85 
6.09 

2.39 
1.08 
0.21 
1.66 
0.04 

0.57 
0.27 
0.19 
0.42 
0.46 

50.91 
2.21 

28.98 

36.74 
11.85 

2.88 

5.74 
2.14 

3.07 

0.94 
0.66 

-

64.21 
2.,84 

137.57 
--~.~~--- -n::--·•-r-·~ -i·-...,...."7,:W-n,,......,..·--·,r:,,,·~~~~---. ._~~---..,..'.~~·~-r"'!S'~·-,--=-.._.. ..... ~__......~~ 

Total 
opera..,Ung e~epees 81.82 128.73 82.10 
~..,..---~~~~--~------~-......-:,-.... -.---.n:...,.""9'-~ w . ~-~·= - :.::=ee-:_~~ . 

1) Includes salaries to o~rners. 

Wages and salaries ~ere the most important expense item for all 

firms surveyed.ether important items of cost, common to th8 firms, were 

rent, transport and railage, stationery, printing, postage, telephone, 

depraciation and miscellaneous expenses. Storage, bad debts, donations, 

gifts, insurances, accounting fees, travelling expenses and licenses were 

minor items of expense. All these items varied irregularly among the 

firms. Interest on capital, although shown as a cost item was not re

garded as such by the firms. Nett profit was about the same for firms 

in Johannesburg and Pretoria, less for dealers in Cape Tom, but nearly 

five times oore for firms in Bloemfontein than for those in Johannesburg 

and Pretoria, and nearly seven times more than for those in Cape Town. 

For 28 wholesalers surveyed (15 in Johannesburg, 4 in Cape Town, 
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7 in Pretoria and 2 in Bloemfontein) the gross margin (difference between 

sales and cost of sales) decreased as the ave~age sales increased. 

Table 111 1-

TABLE 111 RELATION BE'lWEEN VOLUME OF SALES AND GROSS MARGIN, 28 WHOLESALE 
FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS, JOHANNESBURG, CAPE TOWN, 

PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

##¥ =• zH!SF # NCI ¥W . 
Gross margin 

.... ~~ 
Average Average 

Sales Number sale• gross Per £1,000 Al3a 
per of per margin of per cent 
firm nra firm per firm sales of sales 

sar---.•..------- ~~~ - w - .... .. , .. ~~-~ ·--
£ £ £ Percentage 

£20,000 and less 11 11,648 1,774 163.6 15.4 

£20,001 - £60,000 6 36,803 4,176 113.4 11.3 

£60,001 - £100,000 8 72,284 6,484 89.7 8.9 

rfore than .ilOO ,ooo 5 145,615 8,679 69.6 5.9 

-- • 

Total or average 28 48,677 4,574 89.9 0.0 

The average groes margin increased from £1,774 per firm fo~ the 

group with the lowest average sales to £8,679, or nearly five times as 

much per firm, for the group ~1th the highest average sales. 

The average gross margin per £1..,000 of ~ale~ was £116.6 for 

firms with annual sales of less than ,t'.20,000, as a§.einst £59.6 per £1,000 

of sales for firms with annual sales in excess of £.l.00,000. The firms 

with the lowest sales, therefore, operated on a gross margin nearly two 

and one-half times greater than firms with the largeet turnover. If gross 

margins were used as a measure of effioioncy, the large firms operated more 

efficiently. 

An increase in average sales per firm wae oooempa.n1ed by an 

increase in the average nett profit per firm, Table 112. Except for a 

slight deviation in the case of the third group, nett profit expressed as 

a percentage of sales declined from 7.7 per centfor the group of firms 

v~th average sales of less than £20,000 to 2.4 per oent in the oase of the 

group of firms with average sales of more than £J.o•,ooo. 
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(1 
TABLE 112 RELATION BETWEEN SALES AND NETT PROFIT , 28 WFOLESALE FRiSH 

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIIDfiS, JOP.ANNESBURO, CAPE TOWN, PRF!t'ORIA 
AND BLOEr,J.FONTEIN, 1947/ 48 • 

.... 
Nett profit 

Average 
AB a 

Sales 
per 
firm 

Number 
of 

firms 

Average 
sales 
per firm 

nett pro- Per 
fit per £1,000 
firm ot.aalee 

per cent 
of sales 

£ £ Percentage 

£20,000 and less 11 11,648 891 

£20,001 - £50,000 6 56,805 1,013 

£50,001 -£1..00,000 8 72,284 2,156 

More than £100,000 3 l-'15,615 5,515 

~~..-.-

Tot&1. 0 r,.Axera.gp4A::t=i + w 28.u-•••• _,._ i 8-6.7l ..... Ma.• A5.i 
±) Includes salaries to ovmers. 

77.l 

27. 5 

29,6 

24.1 

... oi_e 

2.s 

3.0 

3.2 

.. 
-

The average nett profit ,ea percentage of sales was, therefore, 
than 

more/three times as great for firms with the lowe8t average salea than 

for firms with the higheat average sales. If, as in the case of groee 

margins, nett profit can be taken, as a measure of efficiency, 'bhe largest 

firms operated more efficiently. 

§.al..e .. ~ .r~a t ~cl- to W a,z._es an 4 Sa.JJ!rl. ... eJ?. 

dalaries and wages, (excluding salaries to owners) showed little 

relation to sales, Table 113. As a percentage of sales, salaries and 

wages were highest for firms vd.th average sales between £20,001 to 

£50~QOO{second grou; and lowest for firms with average sales o! more 

than £100,000. 
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TABLE 113 RELATION B~EEN s~~LF.,S A.l'1D S.ALARI&S ~TD WAGES, 28 WHOLESALE 
FRESH FRJIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS, JOHANNF,SBUID, CAPE TOWN, 
PREI'ORIA AND BL0Er.llF01'1TEIN, 19t17/48. 

Sales 
per 
firm 

£20,000 and less 

i£20,001 - £50,000 

£50,001 - £'1.00,000 

More than £1.00,000 

Number 
of 
firms 

11 

6 

8 

3 

Average 
sales 
per 
firm 

£ 

11,548 

36,805 

72, 2a,1 

145,615 

Average vfoges and ealarlA,a 
wages & ~ . .,.....-.,P·---·.,.~!'e"'".,._ .... -:..~~-.. ,.. .. ---=,• ......... ~ 

salaries Per £1,000 As a per 
per firm of sales oent of sales 

£ 

436 

l,Ll91 

2,368 

2,592 

£ 

57.7 

40.5 

Percentage 

1.8 
::a-~-~....-~...........,_..~~-~...-

The irregular relationship between sales, and salaries and \~age,a 

may be accounted for by such factors as size of business, form of organia.&ti.on 

of the firms ( e.g. partnerships or individual proprietorship), variation 

in the efficiency of labout eCTployed o.nd variation in the level of wages 

and salaries paid to employees a.t the different centres. 

1. Twenty three wholesale firms in Johannesburg, six in Oape 

Town, fourteen in Pretoria and three in Bloemfontein,handled 

fresh fru1 t and vegetables. 

2. The majority of wholesalers did not find it expedient to 

specialise in any particular group of commodities. 

3. 'w·holeaalers r&tn:Ued a large proportion of the produce handled. 

4. The average period over which the firms were in business were 

17.4 yea.rs for those in Johannesburg, 17 years for those in 
xeare 

Onpe Tovm, 9.7 yeara for those in PretoriaJ 21.7/for those in 

Bloemfontein. 

5. The majority of firms in Johannesburg, Cape TO\'rn and Bl"lcmfontein 

were organised as partnerships. Those in Pretoria were 

largely individual oonoerna. 
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Turnover varied from less than £3,000 to £220,000 for firms 

in Johannesburg, £3,000 to £75,000 for those in Cape Town and 

Pretoria; and £3,000 to £15,000 for those in Bloemfontein. 

7. Including principals, partnership firms in Johan~esburg and 

Cape Tev,7n on the average employed 14 persons; those in Pretoria 

10; those in Bloemfontein 6. Individual proprietorship firms 

8. 

9. 

in Johannesburg and Bloenfonteon on the average employed 4 persons, 

including principals. Those in Pretoria employed 7. 

The principal source of purchase of both fruit and vegetables 

for firms in Johannesburg, Pretoria and Bloemfontein was the 

auction market, while firms in Cape Town obtained the greater 

proportion of their fruit from out-of-hand sales by agents on the 

Market, and their vegetables at the auction mark8t. 

The most important outlet for fruit was retail stores, while 

that for vegetables in Johc.n~~~burg, Cape Tovm and Bloemfontein 

.wa.s retail stores, and constmers in Pretoria. 

10. ~ number of wholesalers used the municipal auction market as 
.. 

a distributing point. 

11. The only wholesalers who advanced money to growers were three 

in Johannesbueg. A total amount of about £10,000 was advanced, 

and this was repaid in full. 

12. None of the firms supplied any farm requisites to growers. 

13. Most wholesalers granted credit to their clients. Terms ranged 

from current to weekly and aonthly accounts. 

1~. Credit sales represented a considerable proportion of the turn

over of the firms, varying from ~2 per cent of turnover ( for 

those in Bloer.ifontein) to 6A per cent ( for those in Cupe Town ) • 

15. The capital employed by the firms varied widely. 
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The average operating expenses and nett profit taken es a 
,.•'• 

joint percentage of sales was the sar1e for the firms studied 

in ~ohannesburg and Pretoria, 8.2 per cent, while that for 

the firns in Cape Town and Bloemfontein was 12.9 and 20.5 

per c·ent, respectively. 

The various items comprising the operating expenses of the 

firms per £"1,000 of turnover varied Widely among the firms. 

The average operating expenses per £'1,000 of turnover for the 

firms studied in Johannesburg and Pretoria were about the 

same - £81.82 and £82.10, respectively - while those for the 

firms in Oaoe Town and Bloemfontein averaged £1.28.73 and 

£204.62, respectively. 

The gross margin as a percentage of sales, decreased ae 

sales increased. 

An increase in average sales per firm was accompanied by 

an increase in the average nett profit per firm, but nett 

profit as a percentage of sales tended to decrease as sales 

increased. 

Salaries and wages as a percentage of sales varied irregularly. 
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9-.lL.A.iJ_ .i R .J.. 

FJRMERS SH~ OF WHOI£§~ PRIC$ FDR lWII A..m2 ~TA~Lm, 
BY MARKS:ING FUNCllQ.NS 

The farmers' of the wholesale price for fruit and vegetablee 

by marketing functions at each of the terminal auction markets, as deduced 

from Tables 73, 88, 96, 100 and 104 is shown in Table 114. 

TABLE 114 FARMERS' SH.ARE OF WHOLESALE PRICE FOR FRUIT .ilTD VEOE'I'ABLID9 BY 
lV'lARKm'ING FUNCTIONS AT THE TERr.ITNAL U!ARKEI'S OF JOHANNESBJRG, 
C.~E TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMF011TEIN, 1947 /48. 

-
Marketing 
function 

Wholesale distri-
bution ••••••••••• 

Transport(railage) 

Market agents .... 
.Auction market ••• 

Levies and salee 
tax (1 ........... 
Return to grower •• 

-,-•-----~ 

TOTAL 

- = 

Terminal market 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 
--------------------~-~~~..,_, __ ,_,.__...__,.. 

Percentage of wholesale price 

8.2 12.9 8.2 20. 6 

6.6 7.6 4.8 8.3 

s.2 5.1 4.5 4.9 

2.4 2.9 2.7 3.4 

1.6 1.0 1.7 1.0 

76.l 70.6 78.1 61.9 

-~ 
100 100 100 100 

1) Produce sold on the Cape Town and Bloemfontein auction markets is not 
subject to auction sales tax. 

Returns to growers represented approximately 76 and 78 per cent 

of the wholesale price for fruit and vegetables marketed at Johannesburg 

and Pretoria, respectively, compared with about 71 and 62 per cent for 

produce marketed at Gape Town and Bloemfontein, respectively. 

The cost of wholesale distribution,expressed as a percentage of 

the wholesale price, was the major expense item at the terminal market, 

followed by transport, market agents, auction market, and levies and sales 

tax. 
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Wholesale distribution costs were highest in Bloemfontein 

and Cape Town at 20.5 and 12.9 per cent reepeotively wtile those in 

Johannesburg and Pretoria ware the same, namely, 8. 2 per cent. The 

higher wholesale cost of distribution in Bloemfon~ein and Cape Town is 

probably due to the greater nett profit, for these wholesalere eell a 
• 

greater proportion of their produce at retail and to the catering trade 

than do those wholesalers at the other two centres. 
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Gener&l, The widest distrlbu tion of fresh produce takes place 

through the medium of retail outlets. These are the last of the marketing 

agencies along which fresh produce is funnelled from producer to the con

sumer. Any study of the various marketing agencies concerned with the 

dlstribution of perishable produce, which ignores the retail cutlets, 

would be incomplete. 

During the initial stage of the survey 1 t became clear that 

data on the financial operations of retail fresh produce etorea were 

unobtainable for an analysis. This was due to the paucity of the 

records maintained by the dealers. As will be shown, the number of 

retail specialist outlets for fresh produce were few, while the maj ori tr 
of the retailers combined their selling of fresh produce with aeveral 

other commodities such as confectionery, tobacco, aerated water, prepared 

foodstuffs and refreshments. Investigation showed that the books of the 

dealers did not reilect their accounts on a departmental basis. Oon

sequently, it was not possible to analyse the financial aspect of their 

fresh produce transactions. 

The Union Income Tax Act does not require retail establiahmente 

to record the exact nature of cash sales. It was, therefore, not 

possible to relate from their books the ratio of sales of fresh produce 

to total turnover. 

Due to the absence, or inadequacy, of detail in their reoords, 

it was ru..so not possible to ascertain the volume or value of fresh 

produce purchased. 

In order to establish the relative importance of the sources 

of purchase, it became necessary for the dealer to estimate in terms of 

volume or value the quantities of produce obtained from each source. 

While it was found that the retailers in general were vague 

about the value of the commodities purchased from each source, they were 

willing to estimate the proportionate quantity of produce acquired from 

various sources, such as the wholesaler, auction market or market agent. 

This was because of the variation in frequency and form (i.e. ce.eh or 
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oredit) of purchase. Hence, to obtain greater nccuracy regarding 

sources of supply, dealers were asked to estimate the volume of all 

produce purchased from each source. 

As it wns also necessary to obtain information regarding 

sales, they were asked to estimate their turnover for fruit and 

vegetables either on a weekly or monthly basis. All the retailers were 

willing and readily gave estimates of their weekly,rather than monthly, 

turnover. Due to the lack of data on their financial operations ( for 

reasons outlined above),this chapter Will perforce deal with those as

pects of retailing fresh produce which lend themselves to description. 

Such details should contribute towards a better understanding of the 

functions, activities and problems of the retailer as an egent in the 

distribution process. 

Bsprwni.njJ.V~ ]11.mr~ of the .Retn;U.¥J!. 

The retail outlets surveyed for the purpose of this study 

were selected at random in the following manner. Stores were spotted 

as the writer drove along the streets in the central busine~s area and 

suburbs of each city. They were easily recognisable either by their 

shop signs or ~~ndow displays, and stores on either side of the street 

were Visited Without foll~ing a definite pattern. At ea.ch a.itlet the 

owner was interviewed. If the owner vraa absent and an ine11lfic1ent 

number of records hod been obtained for that area, n return Visit was 

paid to that shop during the hours when the owner vrae present. 

The number of retail stores licensed to sell fresh produce in 

each city was obtained from the Chief Licensing Officer edministering 

the issue of licensee in the city. The number of rutlets licensed to 

sell fresh produce expressed per 1000 of the population in each city 

is shown in Table 115. 
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TABLE 115 NUMBER OF RETAIL STORE,$ LICENSED TO SELL F.Rm9H PRODUCE P~R 1,000 
OF POPULATION ( .ALL RACES) IN THE MUNICIPAL AREAS OF JOHAlfflES
BU BO, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Centre 
Population 

(all races ) 
~-·• 

rooo 

Cape Town •••••• 401.7 

Bloemfontein •••• 70.3 

Pretoria•••·••• 179.1 

Johannesburg ••• 653.tl 

=-•- ........ .... .... 

Z:A .. .£ WZ-C 

Retail Stores Licensed to Sell 
Fresh Produce 

Number 

1588 

199 

365 

880 

. .. 

Number 

- ZWO·i# • 

Per 1,000 
population 

There is apparently no relationship between the size of the 

population and the number of retail ootlets for fr~ pP0duoe peJ: 1,000 

of population. 

t¥t 

The proportion that the number of retail outlets surveyed formed 

of the total number of outlets in each city is shown in Table 116. 

T&3LE 116 PK>PORTION TEAT iETlUL OUTLETS SURVEYED J.~ JOHANMESBURG, CAPE TOWN 
PRETORIA .~ND BLOEMFO!n'EIN FOR.MED OF THE t:OTAL LICENSED RETAIL ClJf
LETS FOR FRESH PRODUCE IN EAOR CITY, 1947 /48. 

City 

Johannesburg •••••••••••• 

Oape Town ••••••••••••••• 

Pretoria•·····••·•••··•• 

Bloer.1fon tein ............ . 

Total ( all cities) 

Total number of 
liconsed fresh 

produce dealers 

880 

1,588 

566 

199 

2,022 

Number 
visited 

Number 

99 

112 

~ 

42 

535 

Proportion 
Visited 

Percentage 

21.1 

11.a 

A retailer of fresh produce could be lioensed either as a fresh 

produce dealer or general dealer. The Chief Licencing Officers were unable 

to state the number of licensed fresh produce outlets which were licensed 

as general dealers only. In the ~ajority of instances, general dealers 
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confine their sales of vegetables to potatoes and onions; only in a few 

cases do they stock fruit. It can be accepted that a considerable pro

portion of licensed fresh produce dealers traded as general dealers only, 

nnd as such were not the principal retail outlets for fresh fwi t and 

vegetables. The proportion that the retail outlets surveyed formed of the 

principal outlets for fresh produce in each city ~oold, therefore, be larger 

than indicated in Table llf which, for the purpose of the study, can thus 

be regarded as representative. 

~ distinctive feature of the outlets surveyed was the combination 

of other enterprises v-ri th that of retailing fresh produce. 

Out of the 333 surveyed, 268 or about 77 per cent of the dealers 

cor.1bined selling of fresh produce with one or r.iore a.ddi tional busineaa 

activities. This vms indicated by the kind of license which the retailers 

had for conducting other kinds of business. The nu~ber of outlets Visited, 

is shovn grouped by kind cf license in Table 117. 

TABLE 117 RErAIL OUTLETS SURVEYED IN JOHANNESBUHO,OAPE TOWN,PRETORIA AND 
BLOEMFONTEIN OrtOUPED BY KIND OF LICENSE, 1947/48. 

Kind of 
license 

CENTRE 
----:..... .... -- - . .. • Pr·e,::_""·* • filoe~w ....... 
Johannesburg Cape Tovm tori.1. fon-

-= :;a:.::;:.s....a 

Tct.1.l 
__ _,,.,.,.....,.,..,.._ 12"·~-~~11r",,... •. ,P.,,..._ ____ ~---= =~-- ....... ..........~.,....___,,,,.,..,._ ...... ~ 
Fresh produce and 
general dealer •••••• 
Fresh produce·••••• 
Freeh produce,general 
dealer & tea room •• 
Fresh produce,general 
dealer & restaurant. 
Fresh produce and 
restaurant••·••••·• 
Fresh produce,general 
doa.ler,re1teure.nt and 
tea room•·······•··• 
General deaer (1 ••••• 
Fresh produce,general 
dealer & mineral water 
General dealer and 
tea L" oom •••••••••• , • 
General dealer,tea room 
nnd restaurant••·•·• 

TOTAL 

28 
27 

17 

6 

2 

10 

7 

l 

99 

Number of Outlets 

58 
16 

6 

7 
8 

-
4 

112 

9 
31 

9 

10 

14 

1 -

80 

13 
l 

23 

2 

1 

42 

88 
76 

57 

43 

18 

18 
g 

7 

4 

l 

333 

1) A general dealers license permi ta tthe selling of fresh produce but 
such licenses have a greater restriction on their hours of trading 
than a fresh produce dealer's license. 
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The frequency of occurrence of speciru.ieed outlets for fr~ah 

produce, i.e. licensed fresh produce dealers only, was greater in the 

larger cities of Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pretoria as compared With 

Bloemfontein. This is probably due to the lnrger city having a greater 

demand for specialised services than a smaller city. 

The most important numerical group of dealers studied were 

those who held both fresh produce and general dealer's licenses. As 

such they numbered 88, representing 26.4 per cent of the stores surveyed. 

Other important groups by kind of license nnd the percentage they re

r,resented of all outlets surveyed were 1 

Fresh produce dealers only, 22.5 per cent 

Fresh produce, general dealer and tearoom 17. 1 per cent 

Fresh produce, general dealer and restaurant, 12. 9 per cent 

The most common combination ~f licenses were those of fresh 

produce and general dealer with one or more additional licenses. All 

told, 216, or 64.9 per cent, of the stores fell into tr.is category. 

The retail stores were asked whether they stocked fruit and 

vegetables throughout the period under review. The answers received were 

grouped as follows 1 

1. Those who stocked fruit only. 

2. Those ,~rho stocked vegetables only. 

3. Those who stocked both fruit and vegetables. 

4. Those who stocked fruit and tomatoes only. 

5. Those who stocked fruit and certain vegetables, namoly 
potatoes, onions and tomatoes only, 

6. Those who stocked vegetables and a restricted variety 
of fruit euch as grapes, apples, oranges and bananas. 

A summary of the answers received regarding the vnrl oua groups 

of fruit and vegetables stocked is shown in Table 118. 
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TABLE 118 RETAIL OUTLETS ARR..ANOED ACCORDING TO GROUPS OF FBUIT AND 
VEXJEr~BLES STOCKED BY 99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOF.ANNF.SBURO, 107 
IN CAPE TO"ffl, 79 IN PRETORIA, AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

OENTRE 
WWW - !¥ W -~:'91S~ U *· .......... .-.. ----------

Bloet:r- Total 
Group Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria fontein four 

Fruit and 
vegetables ...... 57 82 

Fruit and 
tomatoes only ... 31 

Fruit and certain 
vegetables only (l 9 11' 

Fruit only •••••• l 7 

Vegetables and certain 
fruit only (2 .... 1 2 

Vegetables only •• 2 

TOTAL 99 107 

~-:--~~m·r.::l..t .. ~----~:::: ... -::-.. ·,,......-e•~-~ftW':I:"-....;~ -~--

Perc.m.ita~ 

Fruit and 
vegetables ....... 57.6 76.6 

Fruit and 
tomatoes ........ 31.3 2.8 

Fruit and certain 
vegetables only~. 9.1 10.3 

Fruit only••·•·· 1.0 6.6 

Vegetables and 
certain fruit only 1.0 1.9 

Vegetables only • - 1.9 
~~-.:--a-~~~ .. -- -~~.-.-~~--=---- w.w 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 

1) Potatoes, onions, tomatoes. 

2) Grapes, apples, oranges, bananas 

cities 

47 34 220 

13 2 49 

13 33 

3 6 17 

3 - e 

- - 2 

- -
79 42 327 

. :.:::-::;::::~--:--- :. ,. c::¥t±S. :ex 

69.6 

16.4 

16.4 

3.8 

3.8 

100.0 

80.9 67.3 

4.8 16.0 

- 10.1 

14.3 6.2 

- 1.0 

0.6 
____,.,.....,,,.......~..._....__ 

100.0 100.0 

In all centres, the most important group was that which stocked 

both fruit and vegetables. In Johannesburg and Cape Town about 58 and 77 

per cent respectively fell into this grrup, while abo.i t 60 and 81 per cent 

were in this group in Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively. Dealers who 
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stocked fruit and tomators only were second in importance and averaged 

15 per cent of the outlets surveyed in the four cities. •Such outlets 

preponderated in Johannesburg and Pretoria where they respectively 

represented about 31 and 16 per cent of the stores studied as compared 

with about three and five per cent in Gape Town and Bloemfontein 

respectively. Those who sold vegetables, or vegetables and certain 

fruit only, were relatively few in number and unimportant as a group. 

Of particular interest were those outlets which stocked all 

kinds of fruit but limited the sale of vegetables to that of tomatoes, 

The reasons advanced for not carrying a variety of vegotablGS were 1-

1. Competition from nearby green grocers. 

2. Lack of space. 

3. Vegetables litter the shop. 

4. The area in which the shop 1s located is unsuitable 
for the vegetable trade. 

5. Too many hawkers operate in the locality. 

Those outlets which stocked all kinds of fruit, but restricted 

their handling of vegetables to potatoes, onions and tomatoes advanced 

essentially the Sa.I!le reasons for so limiting their vegetable stocks. 

Dealers who stocked fruit only represented about five per cent 

of all tho outlets surveyed, and of those the greater proportion were 

in Bloemfontein. These dealers were principally located in the 

business sections of the city and catered largely for the passing house

wife-trade or casual customers who purchased fruit as an addition to 

their midday meal. 

Outlets which primarily stocked vegetables and certain 

fruit only were few in number and represented 1.8 per cent of those 

visited. These shops were mostly located in the outlying suburbs and 

chose to concentrate largely on vegetables since they considered these 

to be a more profitable line than fruit. 

s,OtJRCm, ,.,...OI._.,Jll~~$i. 

~il 

The most important source of purchase for retailers in 

Johannesburg and Pretoria was the wholesalers. About 65 and 60 per oent 
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of their supplies were respectively obtained from this source. 

Table 119. 

TABLE 119 FSTIL'IATED PROPORrION OF FRJIT PU.R.CHASED FROM VARIOUS SOUROES 
BY 99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOHANNESBURG, 96 IN CAPE TOWN, 79 IN 
PREI'ORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Source ___ _, _____ __ 

Wholesaler ••••••• 

.Auction market ••• 

.Agent at store ••• 
(1 

Buyer at market 
(2 

Private treaty 

Farmers' market 

Grower-in country 

Own production 
(3 

Market operator 

TOTAL - a 

Location of Retailers 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

64.5 

1.a 

1.0 

-
0.9 

100.0 

I I 

Percentage of purchase& b~ Volume 

22.8 

24.3 

o.s 
46.l 

1.0 

100.0 

60.4 

32.3 

-
0.6 

1.3 

0.3 

100.0 

73.8 

-
.... 

100.0 

1) Persons who execute buying orders on behalf of retailers on a 
commission or fixed charge basis. 

2) -"gents operating on the Cape Town auction market are permitted to 
sell produce by private treaty during presctibed hours. 

3) Persons who buy and sell on their own account. They utilise the 
market facilities aa their business premises. 

The t:ain source of purchase for retailers in Oape Town _:,(MS 

by private treaty from agents operating on the auction marlcet, while 

those in Bloemfontein obtained the bulk of their supplies at the 

auotion SJ.leer. Cape Town retailers procured about 45 per cent of the 

fruit in this manrJ.er, while those at Bloemfontein obtained about 74 

per cent of their handlings a.t the auction sales. 

.I 
I 

-

w 
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The greater patronage of wholesalers in Johannesburg and 

Pretoria is probably due, in part, to the larger number of wholesalers 

operating in those cities, their ready extension of credit to clients in 

order to attract business, and such other faotore as the reluctance of 

retailers to spend many hours in an effort to obtain supplies at auction, 

and the system whereby deciduous and ci tru.s fruit are distributed. 

Buyers are required to queue for their allocation of citrus and deciduous 

supplies. Thia may involve a tedl'OQs wai. t. Rather than do this they prefer 

to obtain their quota through the wholesaler. 

The auction market was the oocond most important aouroe of 

purchase for retailers at Johannesburg, Cape Tam and Pretoria, and whole

salers for those in Bloemfontein. Retailers in Johannesburg and Pretoria 

obtained 32 per cent of their supplies at the suction market compared 

with about 24 per cent for those in Cape Town. Retailers in Bloemfontein 

purchased about 14 per cent of their supplies from wholesalers. 

Other important sources of purchase were the buyer at market 

for retailers in Bloemfontein and Pretoria, and the farmers' market for 

those m Cape Town. 

The sources of purchase, ranked in order of importance, are 

shown in Table 120. 

TABLE lf.O SOU ROE OF FRJIT PU.ROH.ABES, RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE, FOR 

City 

99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOHANNESBURG, 96 IN CAPE TOWN, 79 IN 
P~--wr'OR!A AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Order of Importance 

1 2 5 

Johannesburg 

Oape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

Souroe 

Wholesaler 

Private treaty 

Wholesaler 

.Auction market 

Auction market 

Auction market 

hlotion market 

Wholesaler 

Agent flt store 

Wholesaler 

lhyer at market 

8.1.yer at market 

- L&CZLL ' .. s 
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Collectively the wholesaler and auction market were the most 

important sources of supply for fruit to retailers in Johannesburg, 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein. These two sQ.lrcea supplied about 96 per cent 

of the fruit purchased by retailers in Johannesburg and about 93 and 88 

per cent for those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively. Retailers 

at Cape Town obtained about 92 per cent of their supplies by private 

treaty and from auction sales and wholesalers. 

The most important souroe of purchase for retailers in 

Johannesburg and Pretoria was wholesalers; the farmers' market for those 

in Cape Town, and the auction market for those in Bloemfontein, Table 

121. 

TABLE 121 F.STIMATED PROPORTION BY VOLUME OF VEGETABLES PUffJRASED FROM 
VARIOUS SOURCES BY 99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOHANNESBURJ, 100 IN 
CAPE TOWN, 76 IN PRETORIA, AND 36 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Location of Retailers 

Source Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria. Bloemfontein 

Percentage of rurohaees by Volume 

Wholesaler ..... 53.5 12.1 49.2 6.2 
Auction market ••• 23.5 20.8 25.B 74.6 
Farmere ' market •• 9.5 36.9 11.1 -
Own production ••• 7.o 1.3 8.0 ... 
Grower in country., 4.7 7.8 1.9 6.0 
~ent at store. ~.l.l 1.0 - - -
Buyer at market • ( 2 - 2.7 4.0 13.2 -Market operator •• (3 0.8 - -Private treaty ••• (4 18.4 ..... 

--- ~-:w:.:.o= 

.;o:."" ~ 
ioo ~o~~- ;i.gg .~ ~ 

1
2
l Market agent who sold produce at his premiees. 

Persons who execute buying orders on behalf of retailers on a 
oanimisaion or fixed charge basis. 

3) Persons who buy and sell on their own account. They utilise the market 
facilities as their business premises. 

4) .Agents operating on the Cape Town auction market are permitted to sell 
by privnte treaty during prescribed hours. 
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Retailers in Johannesburg obtained about 64 per cent of 

their vegetables from wholoaru.ereJ about 24 per cent from the ruction 

marketJ about 10 per cent from 

the farmeraf marketf 7 per cent from their own farms, o.nd about 6 per cent 

directly i'l'om growers in the country. Those in Oape Town procured about 

37 per cent froo the farmers' markets about 21 per cent from the auction 

marketf about 18 per cent by prlvate treatyJ a.bout 12 per cent from 

wholesalersJ nnd about 8 per cont directly from growers in the country. 

Pretoria retailers purchased nbout 48 per cent of their 

vegetable supplies from whol.eaaleraJ about 26 per cent at the auction 

marl<:et, about 11 per cent at the farr.iera I mnrket, and obtained about 8 

per cent from their own far~s. The auction market supplied about 76 

per cont of the vegetables purchased by tho retailers in BJ.oemf'ontainl 

about 13 per cent was obtained through the a.genoi of a buyer. Whole-

salers and direct purchases from growers in the country collectively supplied 

about 12 per cent of their purchases. 

The source of purchase, ranked in order of importance, are 

shown in Table 122, 

TABLE 122 SOUROIDS OF VEGETABLE PURCHASES, RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE, 
FOR 98 REI'AIL OUTLETS IN JOH"umESBURO, 100 ,IN O.aP'I TOWN, 76 IN 

PRETORIA ~ 36 IN BLOEMFO!\TTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Order of I~portance 

City l 

Johannesburg • • • • • • Wholesaler 

Cape Town•••••••• Farners 1 market 

Pretoria......... Wholesaler 

Bloemfontein••••• Auction market 

2 

Source 

Auction market 

Auction mark et 

Auotion market 

Buyer at market 

3 

Farmer.a' ·· 
market 

Private treaty 

Fa.roere 1 market 

Wholesaler 

The three most ioportant aouroea of eupply for vegetables jointly 

furniehed 86.6, 76.1, 86.1 and 94 per cen.t of the vegetables purchased by 

the retail outlets in Johannesburg, Onpe Town, Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

respectively. 
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ERECUENOY OF PJlli2H.a§~ 

Proportionately more dealers in Cape Town, Pretoria and Bloem

fontein purchased supplies daily than those in Johannesburg. About 60 

per cent of those in Bloemfontein, 57 per cent in Pretoria, and 44 per cent 

in Cape Town purchased fruit and vegetable supplies daily as against 33 

per cent in Johannesburg, Table 123 1-

TABLE 123 FREQJENCY OF 1-;UROHASE BY 99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOHANNESBURG, 
107 IN CAPE 'IDWN, 79 IN PRETORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMFON.I'EIN ,1947 /48. 

$. 

Frequency 
of 
purchase 

LL rm. 

Daily ••••••••••• 

Regular days •••• 

As required••••• 

Daily ••••••••••• 

Regular days •••• 

As required••••• 

ea 77C%i7f17ffllR 

0 E N T R E 
_____ .__w_..,w_._ . .,....._,_,..... _ _,,,.,.....,.,_.,,__.__, _____ _...__,_._ __ 

Johannesburg 

33 

49 

17 

33.3 

49.5 

17.2 

Cape Town Pretoria Bl.oemfontein 

47 

36 

24 

43.9 

33.7 

Number of Dealers 

46 

12 

22 

Percentage of total 

67.0 

16.2 

27.8 

26 

8 

9 

In Johannesburg about 60 per cent and in Cape Town about 34 per 

cent of the dealers purchased supplies on regular days, aa compared with 

about 16 and 19 per cent of those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein respectively. 

The largest group of dealers, about 28 per cent, who purchased 

aur,plies as required, was in I'retori a, as compared With approximately one

fifth in Caµe Town and Bloemfontein, and about 17 per cent of those dealers 

in Johannesburg. 

More than 70 per cent of the dealers in ell centres either 

purchase eupplies daily or on regular days. The number of dealers who 

regularly purchase supplies on particular days of the week is shown in 
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TABLE 124 NUMBER OF RET.rilLERS WHO REGULARLY PURCHASE FRUIT ~rnD VEGF.T.P
BLES ON ?.,iliTIOU~R DAYS OF THE WEEK AS RE~RESENrED BY 49 RI-
TMLER3 IN JOHANNESBURG, 36 IN CAPE TOWN, 12 IN PRErORIA AND 

8 IN BIDEMFONTEIN, 19,17 / 118. 

smr: 

Deya 
of 
purchase 

Monday ........... 
'luesday .......... 
Wednesday ........ 
Thursday ••••••• C> • 

Friday ••••••••••• 

Saturday ••••••••• 
~"":'IC'.~,.---:s-._...s·..--.r.~ 

Monday ••••••••••• 

Tuesday •••••••••• 

Wednesday •••••••• 

Thursday ......... 
Friday ••••••••••• 

Saturday ......... 
a . .-a .•. . ••• 

CENTRE 

Johannesburg Cape Town Prtioria Bloemfontein 

17 

33 

4 

14 

36 

g 

-------- . --~:-e~ ~ *™-

34.6 

67.3 

8.2 

28.6 

73.6 

18.4 
. . ... 

Nuraber Parohasing 

7 6 

30 8 

4 2 

27 5 

8 8 

1-'l 4 

-~. - -
Percentage of total 

19.,J: oo.o 

83,3 66.6 

n.1 16.6 

75.0 41.,7 

22.2 66 .. 6 

38.9 33it3 

~--... -·~- _,.~------

3 

7 

..., 

4 

7 

2 

37.6 

87.5 

-
60.0 

87.6 

26.0 

!illiiiil 

The days on which most of the retailers, who customarily purchase 

suppli6s on regular daya, obtained their requirements in Johannesburg, 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein were Tuesdays and Fridaya, and Tuesdays and 

Thursdays for those in Oa~ Town • \7ednesday was the least important day, 

especially in Bloemfonfein, where all those who procure supplies on regular 

days abstain from purchasing on that day. 

Those vrho purchased supplies as required on the average obtained 

supplies twice a week in Johannesburg and Cape TotJ1m and three times s week it 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein. 
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Each of tho dealers studied was asked at what time he usually 

departed from and returned to his premises on his buying days. Oare ma 
to ensure 

taken/that th0 tit1e taken included only that spent on purchasing supplloa, 

and tr~velling to and returning from the various sources of purchase. 

'!he average tine taken by the retailers is shown in Table 125. 

TABLE 126 AVE.R.ri.OE TIME TAKEN BY 48 RETAILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 82 IN CAPE 
TClm, 51 IN PRETORI:A AND 31 I,N BLOEMFONTEIN TO PURCHASE TPEIR 

SUPPLIES, 19t17/·18• 

Oity 

Johannesburg 

Oape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

............ 
Average time taken 

Hairs. 

4.6 

3.0 

Dealers in Johannesburg and Cape Town spent the longest time, 

4. 3 and 4. 6 hours, respectively, buying their requirements, wt1-le those 

in Pretoria and Bloenfonten spent the shortest timo, 2.4 and 3.o- hours, 

respectively. 

Due to the size of the cities retailers in Johannesb.lrg and Oape 

Town aro on the average situated a greater distance fro~ the municipal 

market and have to travel along more congested streets than those in 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein. This would partly account ~ for the greater 

time spent in r;1Dking purchases by dealers in those cities • The 

Johannesburg and Cape Town auction markets are also bigger and the time 

taken to effect a purchase at auction would take longer than at the smalleI 

auction ~arketa of Pretoria and Bloe□fontein where there are fewer sales 

points for the produce. 

DJLI YER.I .. QL.1'JJmH.AS.,m 

The number of retailers who collected their own purchases and 

'those who had their purchases delivered, is shovm in Table 126 1-
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TABLE 126 NUMBER OF REI' &LEHS WHO COLLEXJTED THEIR OWN PURCHASES AND THOSE 
WHO H~D THEIRS DELIVERED AS REPRFSENTED BY 99 RErAILERS IN 
JOHANNESBURG, 107 IN CAPE TOWN, 79 IN PRETORIA, AND 42 IN 

BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Location 
of 
retailers 

Johannesburg 

Cape Town 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

Number of 
retailers who 

•ook 
personal 
delivery 

had pul"
chaaes 
delivered 

Nunber of retailers 

44 65 

40 67 

47 52 

21 21 

~ E~·--2":'%~-;:-~•:wrr--r:.:•:.&,;.~:-: ST·t~i.k-W!fi#.:.1·. ==== 

Percen+•~~ of 
retailers who 

took 
personal 
delivery 

-
had puI
chaaea 
delivered 

Feroentage or retailers 

44.4 65,6 

57.4 62.6 

59.,l 40.6 

60.0 50.0 

lfif th&&-# &. 1¥ 

About 70 nnd 63 per cent of the retailers in Johannesburg and 

Cape Tov,n respectively had their purchases delivered, while about 59 per 

cent of those in I1retoria, and 60 per cent of those in Bloemfontein, took 

personal delivery. 

~VEYANOF.S USED 1.oa .Q.O LLEOTINO .ntRCHASJ!S 

The kind of vehicle used and the number of dealers who used these 

vehicles to collect their ~urohaeee are shown in Table 127. 
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TABLE 127 KIND OF VEHICLE USED TO OOLLEOT PURCHASES OF 44 RETAILERS IN 
JOP.~NESBUi"D, 40 IN 0~E T o;m, 47 IN PRETOH.!A AND 21 IN 

BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

L -- WWW.WWW¥ t' 
1¥¥1& ..... tl&tt 

0 E N T a E 

I 

Kind 
_,,,_ ________ _.... ______________________ _ 

of 
vehicles 

-- :w 

r ersonal car •••• 
(1 

Truak or waggon 

Other•••··••·•·• 

TOT.AL 

Peraone.l cor ••• 

Truck or waggon. 

Other •••••••••• 

Johannesburg 

12 

30 

2 

,14 

27.3 

4.5 

l) Hand- or push-cart. 

Ce.pe Town Pretoria 

Number of Retailers 

12 12 

28 19 

- 16 

40 47 

Percentage of total 

30.0 

70.0 40.4 

54.l 

Bloemfontein 

11 

6 

5 

21 

23,8 

100.0 -== -
Moat of the dealers in Johannesburg, Cape Town nnd Pretoria. 

used either a truck or waggon1 most of those in Bloemfontein used their 

personal car. 

The various kinds of q~~~- which delivered the purchases of 

those retailers who did not take personal deli very ar-e shown in Table 128, 

-
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TABLE 128 AGENCY DELI'm1Y OF PURCHASES TO 65 BET.AILE.RS IN JOHANNESRJRO, 67 
IN CAPE TOWN, 32 IN PREI'ORIA AND 21 IN BLOEm'ONTEIN, 1947/48, 

&lii ■ aw - 11& TffiiC711Pi&.:I_W I:& . . W+i.&#¥ 

CENTRE 

Agency Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Number of Retailers 

Seller •••••••• 32 27 28 4 

Delivecy service 19 40 - 14 
(1 

Other ••••••••• 4 - 4 & 
zw:_m____,,_..c_a.: 

TOTAL_ ~~------55 . fl 32 21 

Percentage of total 

Seller ......... 58.2 40.3 87.6 19.t 

Delivery service 34,5 59.7 .... 66.7 
(1 

Other ......... 7.3 - 12.6 14.3 
WWW -----w 
,'I.OTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
MIIRd-4 ... : .. 
1) Fri.end of retail'er, 

Sellers who delivered purchases were principally wholesalers, 

while those effected by a delivery service were largely for purchases made 

at the auction market, or from an agent on his own premises. 

Deliveries by agencies classified as "Other" ware friends of 

the retailer who were in the same kind of business and had a store 

nearby, or passed by the store en route to their own shops. 

PA,Yf§NT FOR P.FJJmilS, 

Although a considerable proportion of the retailers had their 

purchases delivered ( Table 126) they did not pay for the service in ell 

instances. Jholeaalers delive,rcd free of charge, but delivery services 

charged according to the size of the container delivered. Vlhen a friend 

delivered the purchases, the cost of delivery was shared. 

Those retailers who had their purchases delivered and the 

number who paid for this service ar• shown in Table 129 1-

-
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TABLE 129 DELIVERY OF PURCHASES BASED ON P",YMENT FOR SERVICE 'ro 56 
RETAILE.t18 IN JOHANNESBURG, 67 IN OAPE TOvm, 32 IN PRETORIA AND 

21 IN BIDEMFONTEIN, 1947 / 48. 

Number of retailers who 

had had puI'-
purchases chases de-

City delivered livered free 
---=--~~--'#-...... -~ . ~ .~·~ ....... .:iwr.w:--• 

Number 

Johannesburg 65 32 

Cape Town 67 24 

Pretoria. 32 29 

Bloemfontein 21 6 

paid 
for 

delivery 

23 

43 

3 

16 

Percentage of r&
t&llers whq 

had pu:r
chases de
livered 
tree 

Paid for 
de
livery 

Percentage 

36.8 64.l 

23.9 76.1 

About 76 and 64 per cent of those retailers in Bloemfontein and 

Cape Town respectively who had their purchases delivered, paid for the ser

vice, while about 91 and 68 per cent of those in Pretoria and Johannesburg 

respectively, had theirs delivered free. Payment for deliveries depended 

on the source of purchase. 

DELIVF,RI~ IQ O~MERS 

A substantial proportion of the retailers surveyed provlded free 

house dell very eerv:i ce to clients I Table 150 1-

T~BLE 130 NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF RETAIL OUTLETS \'v1IT0H PIDVIDED A FREE 
DELIVERY SERVICE TO CLIENTS - 99 RETAIL OUTLETS IN JOHANNESBURG, 
107 IN CAPE 'ro\7N, 79 IN PRETORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMroNTEIN, 1947/48, 

Retailers Retailers who Proportion of 
surveyed provided a de- total surveyed 

City 11 very aervi oe 
-~~ ... ~ .... ...,,.,... 

Number Number Percentage 

J chromes burg 99 50 50.5 

Cape Town 107 41 58.5 

Pretoria 79 53 41.7 

Bloemfontein 42 23 54,7 

~-- ---
• 
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About half of the outlets in Johannesburg and a.bout 66 per oant 

of those 1n Bloemfontein, provided a free delivery service to clients, as 

against 58 per cent of those in Oape Town and 42 per cent in Pretoria, 

Deliveries to customers nt all centres take place mostly by 

bicycle and in a few instances by truck, 

FQHM O[.IilWJWzE 

Purcha.aea by retailers were either for cash, credit, or partly 

for ca.ah and partly en credit. I'urchasee made on the auction market, or 

on the farmers' market, were for cash, while those made from wholesalers 

or agents were mostly on credit. The form of purchase for the outlets 

studied is shown in Table 131 1-

TABLE 131 FORM OF PURCHASE OF 99 RETAILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, ).07 IN CAPE 
TOWN, 79 IN FRE'!OR.IA AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 194?/48. 

Form 
of 
purchase 
~ ~~----.,. • ..........,...__ 

Cash only 

Credit only 

Cash and oredit ... 
TOTAL ... ~~-

Oash only 

Credit only 

Cash and credit 

TOTAL 
C .. 

CENTRE 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

. Number of Retailers 

67 74 13 16 

5 5 8 6 

27 28 18 2 

.a ...... ~-- ..., 

~9 ,_._ 1oz 79 42 

. Percentage of to"tl 

67.6 69.1 · 67.1 83.3 

6.1 4.7 10.1 11.9 

27.3 26.2 22.8 4.8 
_,.. 

LOO.a 100.0 100.0 100.0 
_ ............ ~ = == - .¥: 
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The majority of retailers at each centre purchased its supplies 

for cash. Of those studied, 83 per cent in Bloemfontein, 69 per cent in 

Cape Town, 68 per cent in Johannesburg, and 67 per cent in Pretoria, obtained 

their supplies in this mennero 

The system of purchases, partly on credit and partly for cash, was 

more extensive in Johannesburg, Cn:Efl Town and Pretoria than in Bloemfontein, 

while those who procured supplies on credit only were proportionately greater 

in Bloemfontein and Pretoria than in Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

The nominal period of credit granted to retailers varied from 

one day to a month. Those who availed themselves of daily credit were 

dealers who ran short of ready cash when buying and were helped out by the 

sellers until the following dayo In general, the period of credit granted 

depended on the buyer's financial rating with the seller and the financial 

resources of the seller. 

The period of credit granted to retailers is shown in Table 1121-

TABLE 152 PERIOD OF CREDIT GRANTED TO 32 RETAILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 33 IN 
CAPE TOWN, 25 IN PRETORIA AND 7 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48 • 

• == ll12 ... 
C E N T R E 

Period Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria·- Bloemfontein 

Number of Retailers 

Followlng day ••••• 2 ~ l -Weekly ••••••••••••• 9 1 11 5 
Fortnightly•••··••• 3 - 1 -Monthly ............ 18 32 12 2 

TQTAL 52 33 25 7 
Percentage of total 

Following day •••••• 6.3 - 4.0 -Weekly ............. 28.1 3.1 44,0 71.4 
Fortnightly ........ 9.4 4~, () -Monthly ............ 56c,2 96.9 48eCJ 28.6 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
use ,. ... :rs: ..a& -.. 

The most common terms were weekly and monthly. Twice aa many 

dealers in Johannesburg received monthly than weekly terms, while in 

Pretoria the number who received weekly and those who received monthly terms 
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ware a.boot the same, namely 44 and 48 per cent rospectivoly. About 97 

per cent of the retailers in Cape Town, obtained monthly terms whereas 

in Bloemfontein about 71 per ·cent were granted weekly oredi t. 

In all centres there were retailers who granted credit to 

customers for varying periods •. The proportion of retailers who axtended 

credit to clients is shown in Table 133 1-

TABLE 133 PROPORTION OF RET~ILERS WHO EXPENDED CREDIT TO CUSTOMERS, 99 
.d.ETAILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 107 IN CAPE TOWN, 79 IN PRETORIA 

AND 4Z IN BWEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Centre 

Johannesburg 

Cape Toon 

Pretoria 

Bloemfontein 

2 . 

Reto.:ilera 
surveyed 

a 

Number 

99 

107 

79 

42 

- • & 

Retailers who 
extended credit 

Number 

40 

60 

40 

22 
a ~ 

Proportion 
or total 

Percentage 

40.4 

56.1 

50 •. 6 

52.3 ., 

Except in Johannesburg, about half of those at each of the 

other centres granted credit to clients. 
as 

The terms of credit granted were/shown in Tabl3 134. 

z 

TJ.BLE 134 TE.RMS OF CREDIT OR.ANTED TO CLIENTS BY 40 .aETAILERS IN JOHANNE&
WRG, 60 IN C"~E TOWN, 40 IN PRETORIA AND 22 IN BLOE~NTEIN, 

19117/48. -
Period 
granted 

Weekly ••••••.••• 
Monthly ••••••••• 

Weekly •••••••••• 
Monthly ••••••••• -=-·w 

TOTAL 

W-Wi 

CENTRE -------· _____ __,,, _____________ .. _________ _ 
Johannesl:urg 

4 
36 

10.0 
90.0 

100.0 

Oa.pe Town Pretoria Dloemfon tein 

Number of Ret~--1-er ...... s _____ , .... .........., 

7 2 
53 38 

2 
20 

___ 60 iQ 22 
Perc~nt~ ~f--t_o_t_al ____ _......._.......,.._ __ 

11. 7 6.0 
88.3 95.0 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
Cit -WW Wlf &. &&.Cd • WWWA W·+i.W W W.CMI ICM T ■MilC ... 

The greater majority of retailers at each of the centres 

granted credit on a monthly basis. 
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FI~ATION. OF SELLING . PRrQ& 

The dealers were asked how they determined the selling pr.tee for 

those commodities not subject to price fixation. Few established the 

selling price on a percentage of coat basis, The general practice was 

to add on a fixed monetary amount to the coat ot the commodity per con

tainer and on that basis to determine the selling price per unit or per 

' pound. In Johannesburg, Cape Town and Pretoria a fairly widespread 

custom was foond to be prevalent among retailers. They inquired fro~ the 

wholesalerthe price at which the commodity should be sold. 

The extent to which retailers uaed the money or percentage 

margin to determine the selling price is shown in Table 135 1-

TJwLE 136 MAIDIN USED TO FIX GROSS PROFIT BY 99 RETiILER9 IN JOHANNESDURJ, 
107 IN C;u>E TOiv'N, 79 IN PRETORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 19,17 /48. 

Margin used 

Centre Money Percentage 

Johannesburg•••• 93 

Cape Town••••••• 98 

Pretoria•••••••• 69 

Bloemfontein •••• 39 

Number 

a. SS&W 

6 

9 

10 

3 

WiM:CZ A·WWW-...w·MI 

Proportion of retailers 

Money Percentage 

Peroentage 

87.3 

92.8 

W& WSW 

8.4 

12.7 

At all centres the overwhel~1ng majority of retailers used a 

money margin as a means of fixing their selling price. There appeared to 

be no fixed ar.1ount that retailers had in common when &ciding on the B.!!lount 

of ooney they should endeaTOUr to make per container of a comQodity sold. 

Those who used a percentage margin varied in their statements aa to what 

ttJ.e percentage wn.e. In general, statements ns to the percentage margin, 

added to cost, varied from 25 to 100 per cent, but there was no means of 

checking on the accuracy of these statements. 

AVERMlE WSLY 'IDRNQVfJ.\ 

The average weekly turnover for fruit and vegetables per rutlet 

varied widely. The majority of outlets had a. turnover varying between £.1.0, 
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and lees, and £50 per vreek, Table 136 1-

TADLE 136 NUMBER OF RET-'1.ILERS o:a.OUPED ACCORDING TO AVERAGE v7EEKLY TURN-
0 VEi~ FOR. F ID IT AND VEOET AD LES, 8 5 RET.o.I LERS IN JOHiillNEB DURO, 
101 IN CAPE TOYIN, 78 IN PrtETORLi AND 42 IN DLOEMFONTEIN,1947/4~ 

&& &LL. I Ii, 4.i& W Ri&-·lil· &3.&WW-..&#-if1¥~.lA:P ... ~ +"·ft FP1Flf'ijlqi~&llfQ Cl 

Weekly 
turnover 

£10, and less ••••• 

£10 - £25 

£25 - £60 

£50 - i'.:75 

••••••••• 

......... 

......... 
E'/5 - £.LOO •••••••• 

£1.00 - £150 k-•••••• 

£1.50 - £200 ....... 
Over £200 •·•·••••· 

0 E 

Johannesburg 

32 

17 

11 

5 

8 

5 

1 

6 

N T R E 

Cape Town Pretoria 

11 

26 

25 

7 

6 

G 

6 

Number of Retailers 

12 

27 

15 

13 

6 

4 

l 

,_ 

toTAk ~------,___,B,..,5_,,......,. __ .._1.,.01..._ ____ 1.8 

Percentage of totel 

£10, and less••••• 37.6 

£10 - £25 

£25 - £50 

£50 - £76 

••••••••• 

......... 

......... 

£1.00 - £160 

£1.50 - £200 

....... 
••••••• 

20.0 

Over £200 •••···••• 7.1 

18.9 

25.8 

5.9 

5.0 

7.7 

-

Bloemfontein 

6 

17 

ll 

6 

1 

-
1 

42 

14.3 

40.4 

-
2.4 

- --

TOT .. -.L 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The largest group of outlets in Johannesburg hnd a turnover 

of £10, and less, per week, while in Cape Town the £1.0 - £26 and £26-i 

£50 groups were nbout the same and, "flue lhe largest for that city. In 

Pretoria and Bloemfontein the greater proportion of ootlets had a turn

over of between £J..O ilo £25 per week. 
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In Johannesburg approximately 14 per cent of the outlets had 

a weekly turnover exceeding £1.0i, compared to 18 per cent in Cape Town, 6 

per cent in Pretoria, and 2 per cent in Bloemfontein. 

SPQIJ·4QE ~ 

In order to obtain some indication of which fruit and vegetables 

produced the moat waste, dealers were asked to name, in order of importance. 

those commodities which were productive of the heaviest losses. The re

sult is shown in Table 137 1-

TABLE 137 :"IND OF FIDIT, RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANOI, WHICH CAUSED 
GREATEST SPOILAGE L099m9 TO 99 RErAILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 107 
IN CAPET OWN, 79 IN PRETORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

WC ·c ........ WWWilM=IC&&W.mft!ii.I&J .£&.:A a& ... Cf&& Z--C# 

Order Kind of Fruit 

I 

of -
importance Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bl.oemf onteh 

1 Papaws Peaches Mongoes Papaws 

2 Avocado pears Grapes Bananas Avocado peare 

5 Bananas Bananas Papaws Bananas 

4 Apples Pears Grapes Apples 

5 Ouavas i'apaws Peaches Pi neap plea 

In Johannesburg, Pretoria end Bloemfontein the sub-tropical 

f:rui t, and the deciduous fruit in Cape Town, appear to cause the heavioet 

losses. Ihring tho year of review, supplies of deciduous fruit were not 

plentiful. 0ape Town is situated considerably nearer to the principal 

production areas for these fruit than any of the other three centres end 

retailers there were able to obtain larger supplies than those of the 

othor more inland centres were .:\ble to do. This mey explain why spoilage 

losses on deciduous fruit 

in Cape Town. 

appear mora significant 

The ranking of vegetables according to spoilage losses is 

shown in Tabla 158. 
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TABLE 138 KIND OF VEGET.a.BLE, RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORT.ANOE WHICH C.AUSED 
GREATEST SPOIL.AGE LOSSES TO 99 RETicrLERS IN JOHJ}NNESBtrnG, ").07 
IN O.APE TOWN, 78 IN PRETORIA AND 42 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Order 
of 
importance 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Kind of Vegetable 

Johannesburg 

Tomatoes 
\ 

Lettuce 

Cabbage 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Cape Town 

Tomatoes 

Cabbage 

Bloemfontein 

Tomatoes Tomatoes 

Green beans Cabbage 

Carrots Oree11 peP.B Green beans 

Green beans Cabbage Lettuce 

Lettuce Lettuce Carrots 

Thorc was a greater agreement among retailers at all four centres 

as to the kind of vegetable which caused the greatest spoilage losses as 

compared with fruit. At all centres tomatoes were ranked as the vegetable 

which caused the heaviest losses. Except for green peas at Johannesburg 

and Pretoria, and carrots at Cape Town and Bloemfontein, the kinds of 

vegetables which caused the heaviest spoilage losses to retailers were 

similar in all four of the cities, though the order of importance varied, 

The principal reasons advanced by retailers why these spoilage 

losses occurred were•-

1, Overbuying and irregular f3.,f~f3 I It is not possible for a 

retailer to gauge accurately what sales he may expect a day 

hence. He has to rely on his ability and past experience 

to guide him as to the stocks which he should keep on hand. 

Purchases which remain unsold involve losses as fruit and 

vegetables are highly perishable. 

The poor quality of the fruit and vegetables 

available was regarded by all the retailers as an important 

contributary cause to spoilage losses sustained. 

Ihring summer the heat caused fruit 

and vegetables to spoil very rapldly for none of the retailer, 
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had refrigerator facilities to protect his stocks, 

Complaints regarding the 

packing of containers by producers wcm Widespread. Re

tailers allege that containers are improperly packed and are 

of poor qunli ty, ca.using visible and invisi~le damage to 

the commodities during transit, which hastens their 

deterioration. 

5. HandJJJ:ig by,.._<aUJ..:t,Q~ I Moat retailers were careful not 

to allow customers to handle the produce. A certain amount 

of spoilage was unavoidable, however, due to squeezing of 

the commodities by customers. 

PERIOD IN ™l.WS 

The number of years during which retailers had been 1n business 

( as at the 30th June, 1948) was ascertmned and grouped as shown in 

Table 159, In mch cl ty over 50 per cent of the retailers hnd been in 

business for 5 years or less. 

TABLE 159 NUM11ER OF .RET.AILEES, GROUPED ACCORDING TO YEARS UT BUSINESS, 
88 RETr.AILERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 82 IN CAPE TOVlN, 21 IN PRETORIA 
AND 39 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Years 
in 
business 

Number 
l 
2 
3 
3t--5 
5-10 
10-15 
Q.w:.16 

TOTAL."1R!a.,. ... j azz 

1 
2 
3 
3-5 
5-10 
10-15 
~15 

CENTRE 

Johannesburg Cape Tom Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Mumber of Re tailors 
16 3 1 6 
14 13 8 0 
7 20 6 5 

15 7 2 l 
13 u 2 6 
10 12 2 5 

_______ .,l.,L=--e--.-,-.-----~ .. 16 .... 7 ~-,-·~~-r-~ --------
88 82 .~ ... 39 

·- ... ~ 

Percentage of Retailers 
18.2 3.7 4.8 15.4 
15.9 16.8 38.1 25.1 
7.9 24.4 28.6 12.s 

17.0 8.6 9.5 2.6 
14.8 15.4 9.5 15.4 
11.4 14.6 9.6 12.a 

.... ..iit.8 _l.,9.a 5 - _l.7., 9 .. ~~ . ====·• 
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About 69 til1d 52 per cent in Johannesburg and Cape Town 

respectively, and 81 and 64 per cent in Pretoria and Bloemfontein reapeotive

ly,fell into this group. 

Those who had been in business for one year were proportionately 

highest in Johannesburg and Bloemfontein - 18 and 16 per cent, respective-

ly - while those who had been in business for two years, were relatively 

higher in Pretoria and Bloemfontein, namely 58 and 25 per cent respectively~ 

Apprmd.matel.y one fourth of the dealers in Cape Town and Pretoria had 

been in business for three years as compared with eight per cent in 

Johannesburg and lo per cent in Bloemfontein. 

A fair proportion, - 15, 20 and 18 per cent respectively -

of those in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Bloemfontein had been in business 

for 16 years, or more, whereas no retailer in Pretoria had been in 

business for that length of time. 

s UH J!! A R y. 

1. The number of retail outlets for fresh produce per 1,000 of 

population was 3.4 for Cape Town, 2.8 for Bloemfontein, 1.9 

for Pretoria, and 1.4 for Johannesburg. 

2. About 77 per cent of the retailers coobined one or more 

additional retail enterprises with that of aelling 11fresh" 

produce. 

3. Approximately 67 per cent of the outlets stocked both fruit and 

vegetables, while 15 per cent handled fruit and tomatoes, and 

10 per cent fruit and certain vegetables only. Specialised 

outlets for fruit and for vegetables were few, 5.2 and 08 

per cent respectively. 

4. The most important sources of purchase for f:rui t were wgolesal.ere 

and the auction market; that for vegetables, the auction market, 

wholesalers and the farmerat market. 

6. The majority of retailers in Cape Town, Pretoria and Bloemfontei), 

purchased supplies daily, as compared ~d th regular deys tor 

those in Johannesburg. 
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6. The average tioe taken to purohnse supplies was 4.5 and 4.6 

hours for retailers in Johannesburg and Cape Town, respectively 

and 2.4 and 3.0 hours for those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

respectively. 

7. In Johannesburg and 0ape Town the majority had their purchases 

delivered, while most in Pretoria, and 60 per cent in Bloem

fontein, took personal delivery. 

8. Most of the dealers in Johannesburg, 0apo Town and Pretoria ueec 

oi ther a truck or waggon, while most of those in Bloemfontein 

used a personal car to collect their purchases. 

9. ,\bout 76 and 6-'l per cent of those retailers in Bloemfontein and 

0ape Town respectively who had their purchases delivered, poid 

· f0r tho service, while about 91 and 58 per cent of those in 

Pretoria end Johannesburg respectively accopted delivery free 

of charge. 

10. A large proportion of the retailers provided a house delivery 

service to clients. 

11. The majority of retailers purchased their supplies on a cash 

basis. 

12. The terns of credit granted to dealers were either weekly ~r 
monthly. 

13. Except in Johannesburg, about hnlf the outlets granted credit 

to clients on a weekly, or oonthly basis. 

14. Moat retailers used a money □argin to fix their selling price. 

15. The majority of outlets had a turnover varying between £.1.0 and 

less, to £50 per week. 

16. In each city more than 50 per cent of the dealers had been in 

business for five years or less. 
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~~' Another form of distributing fresh fruit and vegetables . 

at retail ia by hawking. There are two types of hawkers who are distin

guished froo each other by the means of transportation utilised. They 

a.re the pushcart operator, v1ho uses a li~ht two-wheeled handcart which he 

pushes along, and the huckster, who uses either an animal drawn oart or 

light waggon, or o. motbr vehicle. In this study no distinction is made 

between pushcart operators and waggon or motor hucksters as retail 

distrtbutors of fresh fruit and vegetables, since both have relatively 

low overheads and are low-cost ~lets for many fresh fruit and vegetables, 

Tho survey showed that there was a complete absence of financial 

records among hawkers. In coneoquence, no information can be provided 

concerning their costs of operation. As in the case of the retail stores 

this will, therefore, be limited to a general outline of the aotiVitiea 

of hawkers as distributors of fresh produce. 

The Chief Licensing 0:f'f'ioer in eaoh city supplied the number of 

hawker licenses issued during the year under review. The licenses issued, 

however, were not indicative of the number of hawkers who operated on 

their own account, Legally, nn assistant to a hnwker, who acts as a 

door-to-door salesman, must also be licensed as a hawker, The Chief 

Officer was unable to indicate the number of licenses issued to assistants 

nnd to hawkers operating on their own account. It was, therefore, necessary 

for the purpose of this study, to estimate the number of hawkers who 

operated on their own account in each city. Thia was done in the 

following manner. Based on the number of licenses issued, ten per cent 

of the hawkers who operated on their own account, were interviewed at the 

outset nnd the average number of licensed assistants eoployed by them 

determined, With this information, the number who operated on their own 

account was approximated. The estinated number of hawkers who operated 
of 

on their own account and the proportion which those surveyed formed/these 

hawkers are shown in Table 140. 
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TABLE 140 PiOP011TION WHICH HAWKE!ll SUnVEYED FOmi!ED OF THE ISTIMATED 
NUMBER OF HAWKE!l> WHO OI"IRATED ON THEIR OWN ACCOUNT IN 
JOHANNF.8BURO, CAPE 'roWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN t 1947 /48. 

C I T Y 

==·=== 

Itea Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria BJ.oe~fontein 

Licenses issued ••••• 

Licensed assistants 

Hawkers operating on 
own account •••••••• 

226 

145 

81 

Hawkers surveyed••• 14 

Per~entage of those 
operating on own account 17.3 

967 

556 

421 

65 

14.9 

Number 

92 

32 

60 

46 

76.7 

27 

14 

6 

38. 6 

.. .w 

1) The nur::iber of hawkers who operate within the city are between 7 and 
8. The other hawkers ply their trade in settlencnts outside the 
urban area. 

There were approxiaately 421 hawkers in Cape Town, which was 

by far the largest number operating in nny of the four cities. The 

greater proportion of these hawkers are pushcart operators whose activities 

are □ainly seasonal. They usually hawk a llmi ted nunber of kinds of fruit 
and 

at a time <luring the peek season of supply/ except for tomatoes, are 

relatively unimportant as vendors of vegetables. Pushcart operators ere 

a distinctive feature in the distribution of fresh fruit, and to a lesser 

extent of vegetables, !n Cape Town where, it is estimated, more than 200 

of these hawkers are in operation. 

The large number of pushcart operators in Cape Town compared 

with that in the other cities surveyed is raainly due to the location of 

the city itself. In the imnediate peri-urban areas mnny deciduous fruit 

are produced on e. lnrge scale. These fruit were principally marketed in 

Cape Town and largely distributed by hawkers before the development of 

i~proved transport facilities nade it possible to transport the better 

grades of fruit to the large inland markets and refrigerated shipping openac 

up the export trade. These hawkers, chiefly pushcart operators, have re-
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moined in the trade, however, and their smaller handlings of deciduous 

fruit have been compensated for by their greater handlings of sub-tropicol. 

and citrus fruit arriving from other provinces. 

rn OF TRANSPORT USED 

The means of transport utilised by hawkers were pushcarts, light 

waggons, carts nnd trucks. Hawkers in Johannesburg and Cape Town used 

pushcarts, waggons, carts and trucks, while waggons and trucks only were 

used by hawkers in Pretoria and Bloemfontein. 

About 50 per cent of the hawkers in Johannesburg used trucks, 

a.bout 29 per cent used waggons, and about 21 per cant used pushcarts as a 

raeans of transport. 

Hawkers in Cape Town made more extensive use of animal-drawn 

conveyances than did the hawkers in Johannesburg. About 62 per cont of 

the hawkers used either a cart or a waggon, about 24 per cent used a motor 

lorry and about 24 per cent used pushcarts as their r.ieans of transport. 

Hawkers in Pretoria utilised either motor lorries or waggons. 

About 56 per cent used waggons and about 44 per cent used trucks. 

In Bloemfontein waggona were used by 60 per cent and trucks by 

40 per cent of the hawkers. 

It would appear from the survey that, excluding Johannesburg, 

hawkers in the other three cities ?!lake greater use of animal drm1ght 

than of mechanical transport. 

5 The greater use rande of mechanical. transport by hawkers in 

Johannesburg rncy be due to the long distances hawkers have to travel from 

the market to the outlying residential suburbs. In general, the relatively 

large capital outlay required to purchase notor transport is beyond the 

means of most hawkers. 

The transport which the hawker utilised for · his business was alsi 

used to collect his purchases at the source. 

§..OJlmW OF PUHQHAS~ 

None of the hawkers surveyed kept financial accounts or records 

of their business. Information provided by hawkers relative to the keeping 

of accounts made it clear that the hawker regarded himself as a one-man 

business, responsible to himself only, and that the keeping of accounts, 
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except listing the ar.1ounts owned by debtdl.rs and owed to creditors, was 

unnecessary and valueless as it served him no purpose. 

In order to establish their sources of purchase and the relative 

ir:1portance of each source, they vrere asked to estimate the proportionate 

quantities of all fruit and vegetables obtained from each soorce. 

i._q,h.fiw.n.QJ3.,.'bjl££. 1 Hawkers in Johannesburg obtained their supplies 

from three sources, ot 11hich the auction market was the most important. 

Table 141. 

TABLE 141 ESTIMATED PROPORTION BY VOWME OF FRESE FRJIT AND VEGETABLES 
PUHJP.ASED FROM VARICUS SOURCES BY 14 F~VKE.RS IN JOHANNESBURG, 

1947 /48. 

Source 

Auction market .......... 
Wholesaler•••·•···•··••• 

(1 
Market agent ••·•·•··•·• 

Farmers' market ........ 

lW8 === 

Fruit 

Percentage of Purchases by Volume 

so.a 

0.9 

Vegetables 

-
17.9 

I r:rae&-n 

1) Produce sold by a market agent at his premises instead of on the auctioi 
market. 

They obtained 90 per oent of their fruit and 79 per cent of theil 

vegetables at the auction market. Wholesalers were an important eource for 

fruit, but relatively unimportant for vegetables. The farmers' market was 

second in importance as a source of supply for vegetables and provided 

about 18 per cent of their purchases. 

Cap~ Tom- The principal sources of purchase for fruit were 

private treaty on the auction market, the auction sales on the auction 

market, and the farmers f mnrket, while those for vegetables were the 

farmers' market, private treaty on the nuction mnrket, and the auction sales 

on the auction market. Table 142 t-
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T .iu3LE 142 ESTIM~iTED PROPORrION BY VOLUME OF FRESH FRJIT AND VEGETABLES 
PURD~ED FROM V.ri.RIOOS SOUnOES BY 63 HAWKERS IN CAPE TOWN, 

1947 /.18. 

illfA#i# -j.2....!. -~-.j,'f.~~-

Source 

motion market •••••••••••••• 

Farmers' market ••••••••••••• 

?rtvate treaty (1 ••••·•···•• 

·wvholesaler •••••••••••••.• • •• 

Grower in country ........... 

TOT.ri.L 

-= a. ¥Z 

Fruit 
.. ~~- w 

Percentage 

24.9 

16.4 

67.2 

1.2 

0.3 

100.0 

.,, 

of purchases 

....... ¥¥ 

Vegetables 

-
by volume 

64.2 

18.6 

0.4 

100.0 

1) Market agents in Cape Town are permitted to sell all produce except 
bananas, v1atermelons and poultry, out,-of-hand on the auction market 
sales floor during prescribed hours. 

sa, 

About 67 per cent of the fruit was procured by private treaty, 

about 25 per cent at the auctlon sru.es, and about 16 per cent at the 

farmers 1 market. This market supplied the bulk of the vegetables ~ about 

64 per cent - while about 19 and 17 per cent, respectively, were purchased 

by private treaty and at the auction sales. 

Wholesalers and growers were unimportant as a direct srurce of 

supply for both fruit and vegetables. 

u~or,la. - .,Hawkers in l)retoria purchased about 53 per cent of 

their fruit supplies at AUction, about 38 per cent from wholesalers, about 

3 per cent on the farmers' CTarket, and their own production accounted for 

about ,1 per cent of the fruit they handled. Table 143 , ..... 
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T.ri.BLE 143 ESTIM.,~TED PROPORTION BY VOLUME OF FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
PUHCFASED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES BY 46 HAWKERS IN ?RETORIA,1947 /LIB 

. 1111£ a. ... , . * 
_az 

Soo.rce Fruit Vegetables 

Percentage of purchases by Volume 

.nUction market••••••·••••••• 62,6 

·v7holesaler •••• , ••••••••••••• 

Farmers• market••·•·•····•·• 

J.1Ural grower •••••••••••••••• 

Market agent•••·•···•·•••··• 0.2 0.2 

Om prodtlce , •••••••••••••••• 

'IDTJUJ 100.0 100.0 

Approximately 44 per cent of their vegetable supplies were ob

tained at the auction r.iarket aru.es, about B2 per cent at the farmers t market, 

about 22 per cent from wholesalers, while about 2 per cent represented 

their own production. 

m the fruit handled by hawkers in Bloemfonteir 

wee purchased at the auction market sales. This is presumably due to the 

market master being the sole agent of the Deciduous and Citrus Fruit 

Boards in that city. Table 144 •-

Td.8LE 14.1 ESTI~t.TED PROI.JORTION BY VOLUM8 OF FRESH FRUIT ~ND VEGETABLES 
PUROH,iSED FROM VARIOUS SOUJ.iOES BY FIVE H"'WXERS IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 

1947 /18. 

Source-

Au.ction •••••••••••••••••••• 

Own production ••••••••••••• 

TOTAL 

Fruit Veg eta.bl es 

Percentage of purchases by Volume 

100.0 

100.0 

so.a 

10.0 

100.0 

"bout 90 per cent of their vegetables was purchased at the auction 

a~ea ~hile about 10 per cent represented their ovm production. 
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The sources of purchase for hawkers in each of the cities, 

ranked in order of importance, is shown in Table 145 ,~ 

,_ 

TABLE 1,15 SOURCES OF FRESH FIDIT AND VEGETiu3LF PURCHASES, RANKED IN ORDER 
OF IMPORTANOE PURCHASED BY 1 .. 1 HJ~NKERS IN JOHANNESBUROf i3 IN CAPE 
TO~vN, 46 IN PRETORIA AND 6 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 / 48. 

Source 
of 
purchase 

.&iction market•••••• 

~iholesaler •••••••••• 

Market agent (1 •·••• 

,·ri vate treaty ( 2 ••• 

Farmers' market ••••• 

Grovier in cdrntry ••• 

Own production •••••• 

.duction market ...... 
Farraers' market ..... 
vH10lesaler .......... 

(1 
Market agent ....... 
ibral grower ........ 
Own production •••••• 

(2 
lJri vate treaty ..... 

C I T I 

Johannesburg Cape Tovm Pretoria Dloemfontein 

l 

2 

3 

-

1 

~ 

5 

-
-
..... 

-

Order of Importance 

2 

4 

l 

3 

6 

-

l 

2 

6 

-
4 

6 

~ro~9l._ V~tAAl.e m~£a. 
5 1 

l 2 

- 5 

- 5 

4 -
- 4 

2 -

l 

.... 

-
-
.... 

-

l 

-
-
.... 

-
2 

.... 

1) Market agents who sold produce received on consignment at their premises 
instead of on the auction □arket. 

2) From market agents on the auction market. 

The importance of the auction sru.ea at the municip_al markets as 

a source of supply for both fruit and vegetables to hawkers is clearly d&

monstrated by thla table. The rarmers' market was the most important source 

for procuring supplies of srup greens, carrots, beet and to a lesser Gxtont 
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potatoes, cabbages, cauliflowers and onions. 

TIME SPENT IN ?UitCHtt,SINq SUP?IJES 

The volume of business a hawker can transact daily depends on 

the nunber of clients he contaota and the area he can cover canvassing for 

sales. The time spent on purchasing supplies is importnnt, for the sooner 

he cor.1.pletes his buying the sooner he 1s able to start his daily round of 

trading. The average number of hours spent in purchasing supplies wae 

3.09 for hawkers in Johannesburg, 2.46 for those in Cape Town and 2.8 

and 3. 2 far those in Pretoria and 1.:loe□fontein respectively. It would 

appear tte.t the time taken to purchase supplies is related to source of 

purchase. Hawkers in Johannesburg and ffi.oemfontein spent the moat time 

in buying supplies of fresh fruit and vegetables, the greater proportion 

of which was purchased at the auction sales. 

~J!U)LJLQri~Q DI llfe...l}J\NDLER 

The rante of fruit and vegetables in which hawkers traded vras 

related to the kind of transport utt.lised and the time of year. Pushcart 

operators carried fewer kinds of the various fruit and vegetables than 

waggon or truck hucksters who had more space on their vehicles. 

In Cape Town the majority of pushcart operators tend to stock one 

to three kinds of fruit during the plentiful season and occasionally trade 

in a ll~ited number of vegetables, while few of the hucksters restricted 

their trading to selected fruit and v0getablea. About 63 per cent of the 

hawk~ra surveyed in Cape Town traded in ell kinda of fruit and vegetableaJ 

about 22 per oent,nostly pushcart operators, in fruit only; about 5 per cent 

in vegetables onlyJ nnd about 10 per cent restricted their trading to a 

lir.uted number of fruit and vegetables. 

The hawkers surveyed in Johannesburg handled all kinda of 

vegetables, but only 10 of the 14 ( 7.1 per cent) handled both fruit and 

vegetables. 

About 78 per cent of the hawkers in Pretoria handled both fruit 

and vegetables, about 7 per cent handled fruit and tomatoes only, about 

4 per cent handled fruit only; and about 11 per cent restricted their 

trading to a lini ted number of fruit and vegetables. .iul the hawkers sur

veyed in iJloemfontein handled both fruit and vegetables. 
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The hawkers who concentrated on fruit only were most active during 

the. season of plentiful supply when the prices for the fruit were low. 

The kinda of fruit and vegetables ~ibuted by hawkers a.t various• 
are 

times during the period under reView/ahown in Table 146. 

TAGLE 146 FfUIT AUD VEOET.a.DLES DIST.d!!JUTED AT v.a.arous TI?v'IES DY HAVlKERS IN 
JOHANNESiJUiO, O~E '!OWN, IJR&TOR!A AND DLOEMFONI'EIN, 1947 /48 • 

tfti.-..-.rW:Z:::f:i: .¥-be± 

Apl)les 
Avocado pears 
Dananna 
Orapea 
Guavas 
Granadillas 
Mangoes 
Oranges 

Fruit 

Peare 
reaches 
?ape.we 
Pineapples 
Sweet melons 
Waternelona 

Vegetables 

Beetroot 
Cabbages 
Oa.ullfiowers 
Carrots 
Ou0tmbere 
Green mealies 
Green peas 
Gem aqua.ah 
Spinach 
Turnips 

.DS.&S:ZZ _.....: 

Green beans 
Hubbard squash 
Lettuce 
Leeks 
Marrows 
Onions 
Potatoec, 
Pumpkin 

Sweet potatoes 
Tomatoes 

There were 14 fruit and 20 vegetable varieties which hawkers handled 

at various perlode during the year • These fruit and vegetables are the 

principal kinds that are marketed by growers in the Union. 

The frequency of purchase by hawkers is mainly dependent on such 

factors as,_ 

1. Daily bo.l.anoe of stocks. 

2. Kind of produce handled. 

3. Price. 

4. Available cnah reeoorcea. 

5. Weather. 

Ji. hawker of "hardware", such ae potatoes, onions, or pumpkins, 

may buy an estimated week's supply at a time if he considers that the price 

on the market is low enough to justify euoh a purchase. The inability of 

hawkers to guage correctly the volume of aupplies that could be disposed 

of daily makes it inadvisable to carry large stocks of highly perishable 

commodities. In general, the tendency among the hawkers was to purchase 

amall supplies daily of highly perishable commodities, such as lettuce 

and soup greens, while , depending on the ruling price, the less perishables 

euch as potatoes, onions or tomatoes, were purchased in larger quantities 
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twice or thrice a week. 

~bout 70 per cent of the hawkers in Johannesburg purchased 

supplies daily, and about BO per cent on regular days. The days on which 

most of the hawkers obtnined their supplies in Johannesburg were Mondays, 

Wedneadeys and Fridays, compared With Tuesdays and Fridays for the retail 

stores. 

In Oa.-10 Town about 75 per cent of the hawkers purchased supplie 

daily, about 18 per cent on regular days, and about 7 per cent e.s and 

Tihen required. The days on which most of the hawkers did their buying 

were Tuesdays, Thursdays and So.turdo.ya, as compared With Tuesdays and 

Thursdays for the retail stores. 

In Pretoria about 79 per cent of the hawkors purchased supplies 

daily, about 13 per cont on regular days, about 6 per cont as and when 

required, and about 2 per cent produced all the produce which they hawked. 

Tuesdays and Saturdays were the days on which the majority of hamkera 

purchased supplies, compared with Tuesdays and Fridays for the retail 

stores. 

Three out of the five hawkers in Bloemfontein purchased 

supplies daily, one regul;l.I'ly on Mondays and Thursdays, and one as and 

when required, 

It would appear thnt the majority of hawkers tend to buy 

supplies daily in small quantities even when prices for these commodities 

are relatively low, rather than to lay in large stooke which might deterio

rate in quality and cause losses. 

§J:OIL,lGj IP~~ 

It is not a purpose of this study to establish the percentage 

spoilage losses for the oom~oditiee handled. It was felt, however, that 

if information could be obtained concerning the kinds of fresh fruit and 

vegetables which caused the greatest spoilage losses, it could eerve as a 

valuable guide for future studies on those losses sustained by hawkers in 

distributing fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Accordingly, the hawkers were asked to name separately in order 

of importance, those fresh fruit and vegetables which caused the greatest 

spoilage losses. a summary of their replies is shown in Table 147. 
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T~BLE 147 KIND OF FRJIT AND VEGETABLES WHICH RANKED IN ORDER OF IMPORTANOE 
C,UJSED GREATEST SPOILAGE LOSSES TO 14 HAWKERS IN JOFANNm.gnuRO, 
63 IN C_A.PE TOim, 46 IN PRETORI~ AND 5 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

a..&::www 

Order 
of 
importance 

l 
2 
3 
4 
6 

Johannesburg 

Papa.we 
Apples 
Guavas 

..... 

-

0 I T y 

Cape Town Pretoria 

Kind of Fruit 

Grapes 
Avocado pears 
Pears 
Bananas 
Pa.paws 

Mangoes 
Bananas 
Guavas 
Papaws 
Grapes 

Bl.oecfon
te1p 

Papaws 
Grapes 
Bananas -------~------------------------------_.,.--------·-

1-
2 
3 
4 
5 

Tomatoes 
Green beans 
Cabbages 
Lettuce 

.... 

Kind of Vegetable 

Tomatoes Tomatoes 
Greenbenns Oreenbeans· 
Cabbages Greenpeaa 
Carrots Cabbages 
Lettuce Lettuce 

Tomatoes 
Orecnbeans 
Greenpeas --

There wns no similarity in the ranking nor general agreement as 

to the kinda of fresh fruit which caused the greatest spoilage losses. 

The probable explanation for this divergence is that the supply and, 

therefore handling of each kind of fruit is seasonal, and that the 

hawkers were thus unable to recall With reasonable accuracy the relative 

losses sustained on each kind of fruit. The time of the inquiries would 

also influence the judgment of the hawkers for they would be influenced 

by the spoilage loaaea austain0d on those kinds of fruit which wore in 

sea.aon at the time of the survey. Moreover, the kinds of fruit handled 

by the hawkers during the different seasons of the year varied greatly, 

thereby complicating the task of listing fruit according to spoilage 

losses from memory. The fruit which appear to cause most of the spoilage 

losses were papewa and bananas. 

In the case of vegetnbles,there appeared to be more agreement 

as to the ranking and kind which caused the greatest spoilage losses than 

was the case with fruit. This is probably because the same kind of 

vegetables were available for the greater part of the year and because the 

range in the kinds of vegetables handled was about the same for the 

majority of hawkers. 
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Tomatoea were considered to give the highest spoilage loss 

for vegetables. Al3 tomatoes are the most popular and widely-stocked kind 

• o( vegetable handled by hawkers throughout the year, they may be more aware 

of losses sustained on tomatoes thnn on other vegetables which are more 

seasonal in supply, or are handled in smaller volumes. 

The vegetables which generally caused the greatest spoilage 

losses, as stated by the hawkers surveyed in each of the cities, were 

tomatoes, green beans, cabbage, lettuce and green peas. 

The kinds of fruit and ~egetablee stated to cause the greatest 

spoilage losses were about the same for both retail etores and hawkers. 

The top ranking for fruit was the same for retail stores and havrkera in 

J 0 hannesburg, Pretoria and Bloemfontein, while the top ranking for 

vegetables was similar at all four centres. 

AV~MOE . rlEEKLY TURNOVER 

It has already beon pointed out that none of the hawkers kept any 

financial records which could be usod for the purpose of this study. They 

were, however, able to state what their average daily nnd weekly takings 

were, but appeared to be unsure of themselves when asked what their 

monthly takings were. 

The number of hawkers surveyed in each city, grouped according 

to their average eetimatod weekly turnover, is shown in Table 148 •-

TABLE 148 AVERAGE WEEKLY TURNOVER, 1.:l HAWKERS IN JOHANNESBU,RG, 65 IN CAPE 
TOWN, 46 IN PRETORI,~ iiND 6 IN BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947148 •. 

!¥2 

CI TY 
Average 
Weekly 
turnover Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

Number of Hawkers 
£1.0 and less 1 3 3 
£10 - £26 6 27 15 
£25 - £50 5 22 20 
£50 - Q5 2 5 6 

l 
l 
3 

More ...:tn.M.£7Jt~~____.,,.-,~L.,.--, ,.._,_,, _____ a .,.._.,.,., .. _....,,,_._2.,... . .,., _____ jo,oj ___ _ 

'TOTAL 14 63 46 . 

£1.0 and less 
£10 - £25 
i.25 - £50 
£60 - £75 
~....tlian •. @.5 

IPIAA 

Percentage of Hawkers 
7.1 4.8 a.s 

42.9 42.9 32.6 
21.4 34.9 43.5 
14.3 7.9 13.0 

5 

20.0 
20.0 
60.0 ... 

14.3 9 I 4 4 -~--~~..,_.__....,.,.--rr ";9"-.-~•-~.,:;....._.,,...,_,_.___,;;.;•,..;..,s_,...--...,...,. ....... _,,.. __ ......,..,....__, 

J,OO.Q..._ 
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In each of the cities the greater proportion of the hawkers 

had an average weekly turnover between £10 to £50 per week. In Johannesbu~ 

about 64 per cent of the hawkers surveyed fell into this range compared 

With 78 per cent in Cape Town, about 76 per cent in PretoriaJ and 80 per 

cent in Bloemfontein. 

The weighted average weekly turnover for hawkers within eaoh 

turnover group is shown in Table 149 •-

TABIE 1'-19 WEIGHTED ~VER.AGE WEEKLY TURNOVER FOR P.'AWKERS IN EAOH TURNOVER 
GROUP, 14 HAWKERS IN JOHANNESBURG, 65 IN CAPE TOWN, 46 IN 
PRETORI.L\ JillD 5 UT BLOEMFONTEIN, 1947/18. 

Turnover 
sroup 

ctd.0 and less 

£10 - £26 

.t26 - £50 

£60 - £75 

More than £76 

===== ==~.z:e::-:x 

0 I T Y 

Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Bloemfontein 

------
Weighted Average Weekly Tumover 

£ £ £ £ 

4.0 9.0 7,.0 e.o 

14.8 18.8 18.2 16.0 

43.3 02.a 37.2 33.5 

70.0 66.6 68.0 -
80.0 77.6 125,0 -

:; = i=a :·=:;--: --~. .... :,:-;1:::~~: = ··• :--::.=.r . ..= 

The weighted average weekly turnover varied from £4 to £80 

tor hawkers in Johannesburg, ~ to m.s for those in Oape Town and from 

e/ to £126 and cOO to £33.3 for those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein, 

respectively. The greatest variation in turnover was that for hawkers in 

Pretoria which had a spread of £118. 

In order to approxioate the total sales of all the hawkers in 

each city, the weighted average weekly turnover was multiplied by the 

number of hawkers in each turnover group and the total for all groups 

multiplied by 45, the number of weeks during which hawkers traded over the 

year under review. An allowance of 7 weeks for no trading was made in 

consultation vdth the hawkers. On the basis of the above calculation the 

combined ssl.1!8 of the hawkers in each city were approxim.:1.tely£l.38,000 

in Johannesburg, £619,000 in Oa.pe TOTJm, £93,000 in Pretoria, and £1.4,000 in 
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Dloemfontein. 

PgMENT OF at.fil:iF~ 

In Johannesburg about 86 per cent of the hawkers surveyed 

purchnsed supplies for cash, and about 1~ per cent partly on credit 

and partly for cash. 

About 89 per cent of those surveyed in Cape Town purchased 

their supplies for cash, about 10 per cent partly on credit and partly 

for cash, o.nd about one per cent on credit. 

In Pretoria about 69 per cent bought their suppllea partly 

on credit and partly for cash, and about 31 per cent for cash only. 

In Dloemfontein all the hawkers paid cash for their pur

chases. Monthly credit was extended to hawkers in Johannesburg and 

Cape Tovm, but credi. t to those in Pretoria varied from a weekly to 

monthly basis. 

CREDIT SALm 

Credit was extended to clients as a general policy. Many 

hawkers had built up a clientele who wore visi tad regularly. In many 

instances these custoners placed an order With the hawker for delivery 

during his next call. 

Visits to these regular clients have developed more into 

the nature of delivering an order rather than canvassing a casual 

sale. It is to these regular clients who form the mainatay of his 

business that hawkers extend credit for varying periods. A hawker 

unwilling to extend credit to a regular customer stands the risk of 

losing the client to a competitor. 

The number of hawkers surveyed in each city and the periods 

they extended crefil. t to customers 

Table 100 1-

are shown in 
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TABLE 150 PE?J:OD OF CREDIT On.ANTED TO CLIENTS JY 14 HA'vVKERS IN JOHANNi&-
DURO, 63 IN CAPE TOWN, 46 IN PRETORIA AND 5 IN DLOEMFONTEIN, 

19'17/18. 

Period of 
credit 
granted 

Monthly ••••••• 

Weekly ········· 
Cash only ...... 
TOTAL 

~-~ 

Monthly ......... 
We~ly .......... 
Cash only ....... 

~Tlfi =~!: -

C I T y 

Johannesburg Onpe Town Pretoria Jloemfontein 

NuMber of Hawkers 

6 25 32 3 

3 14 l l 

5 24 13 l 

14 63 46 6 

Percentage of Hawkers 

42.8 39,8 69.5 60.0 

21. 5 22.2 2.1 20.0 

35.7 38.0 28.4 20.0 
~~ 

;g~O'-Q ~~ ~0-~~'=°~~~:&· ~g..o 
: ■cc=ci 

There were more hawkers in each oity who extended credit to 

customers than those who sold for cash only. The most common per1 od 

for which credit was extended was one month. About Ll3 per cent of the 

hawkers in Johonnesburg, about ,.10 per cent in Cape Tovrn, about 70 

per cent in Pretoria, and 60 per cent in Dloemfontein, extended credit 

to rei:,ular clients. In Johannesburg and Oa.pe Town the proportion of 

hawkers who extended weekly credit was about the same, representing 

about 22 per cent of those studied. 

In both Pretoria and Dloemfontein, only one hawker extended 

credit on a weekly basis. The low incidence of weekly credit Granted 

by hawkers in Pretoria and Jlocmfontein may pnrtly be due to the fact 

that the f;reater proportion of the working population of these two 

cities being clerically and administNtively employed, ie salaried on 

a ~onthly basis whilst Johunnesburg and Cape Town, beinb □ore 

industrialised, have a greater proportion of their population on a weekw 

wage basis. 
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In each of the cities the proportion of hawkers who sold on 

a cash basis only was about 36 per cent for JohannesburgJ about 38 per 

cent for Cape Town, about 28 per cent for ?retoria, and 20 per cent for 

Dloerafontein, 

The average amrunt of credit extended monthly and the pez,

centnge this formed of their average monthly sales for those hawkers who 

could provide information are shown in Table 151 1-

TADLE 151 ~VEiiAOE MONTHLY O .REDIT SALES OF 9 HAWKERS IN JOHANNmSntJRO, 56 
IN CAPE TO~~N, 26 IN P .rtETORIA, AND 4 IN DLOEMFONTEIN, 19471,10. 

WWW ..... 

Location Sales Credit Percentage 
extended of turnover 

~-~29,~...,.,... ... ~=---;9°-. .. 
£ £ Percentage 

Johannesburg ••••••• 141.9 60 42.3 

Cape Town .......... 122.6 23 is.a 

Pretoria •••••••.••• 156.2 106 68.3 • 
Dloemfontein ....... 89.7 60 66.7 

·-
Credit, expressed as a percentage of sales, was lowest in Onpe 

Town at is.a, and highest in Pretoria, namely 68,3. It is probable that 

the higher percentage in Cape Town of pushcart opera.tors, who mainly sell 

for cash only, is the reason for the low incidence of credit sales by 

hai:icers in that city. 

~DEDTS 

Most of the bad debts incurred by hawkers were du0 to clients 

who had moved avray w:i thou t having paid their accounts and could not be 

traced. 

Data in regard to bad debts losses were obtained from 9 hawkers 

in Johannesburg, 32 in Cape Town, 30 in Pretoria and 4 in Dloenfontein. 

The average bad debt loss sustained per hawker was l:'/0 in Johannesburg, 

£26 in Cape Town, £54 in Pretoria, o.nd £22 in uloemfontein, 
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REGULAR .. C ~mNT~ 

Data in regard to the number cf regular clients were obtained from 

7 hawkers in Johannesburg, 29 in Oape Town, 28 in Pretoria, and 5 in Bloem

fontein. The average number of regular clients per ha~ker was 83 in 

Johannesburg, 45 in Cape Town, 53 in Pretoria, and 35 in Bloemfontein. 

None of the hawkers had any idea of the average number of casual 

sales he made daily. 

A.~U 
Some hawkers limited their trading to definite localities, while 

other selected several areas within the municipal boundaries of the city. 

Those who selected several localities alternated their visits to each 

locality. Others roamed about the city, relying on casual sales. 

ASSic?~.iJAPI.P~ 

The average number of assistants employed was 1.4 and 1.1 for 

those in Johannesburg and Oape Town, respectively, as against 1,2 for 

those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein. 

RETJ\IL MARGI~ 

D..ie to the lack of available records it was not possible to 

dtitormine margins taken by hawkers on the produce they handled. 

MARX-UP 

A money margin was used by all the hawkers to fix their selling 

price. No evidence was found to indicate that a common gross margin was 

charged on the commodities handled. 

l,. 

SY MjLAJlJ. 

There were approxinately 81 hawkers operating on their own 

account in Johannesburg, 421 in Oape Town, 60 in Pretoria and 

13 in Bloemfontein. 

The transport commonly used by hawkers vras push-carts, waggons 

and carts. Trucks were used to a lesser extent, 
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The auction nnrket, wholesalers and the farmers' market were 

their most important sources of purchase. 

The average number of hours spent purchasing supplies was 

5.09 nnd 2.46 for those in Johannesburg and Oape Town respective

ly, and 2.8 nnd 3.2 hours for those in Pretoria and Bloemfontein 

respectively. 

5. They handled 14 kinds of fruit and 20 kinds of vegetables at 

6. 

7. 

e. 

10. 

ll. 

various perit•ids during the year, 

Most hawkers purchase supplies daily. 

More than 70 per cent of the hawkers had a turnover of less 

than £50 per week. 

The majority paid cash for their purchases. 

More than 60 per cent extended either weekly or monthly credit 

to clients. 

The percentage credit sales formed of turnover varied from 

about 19 for those in Cape Town to about 68 for those in 

Pretoria. 

The average amount for bad debts varied from £22 for hawkers 

in Bloemfontein to £:'/0 for those in Johannesburg. 

12. The average number of regular clients of hawkers varied from 

36 for those in Bloemfontein to 83 for those in Johannesburg. 

15. Each hawker employed at least one assistant. 

14. A money margin was used by all hawkers when fixing their 

selling price. 

15. No eVidence of collusion was found in their fixation of their 

retail prices. 
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For many years both growers and consumers have demanded a more 

efficient marketing system for perishable agricultural commodities and 

continued agitation for a reformed system can be expected from those 

sources in the future.· 

While all are agreed that, superficially, there appear to be many 
\ 

features of the present system in need of change, any radical. departure 

from the existing practice will require most careful deliberation before 

its introduction because of the traditional conservatism that characterises 

our economic actions. " •••• everyone will cling as tightly as possible to 

habitual economic methods and only submit to the pressure of circumstances 

as it becomes necessary. Thus the economic system will not change 

capriciously but will be at all times connected with the preceeding state 

of affairs" (1. 

Doctrinally, the body of traditional economic thought has been 

constructed upon the foundation of laissez faire, i.e. "free" entel'prlse. 

Upsets in our economic society have, however, led many people to believe 

that the so-called free enterprise system has failed. They are demanding 

the abandonment of the laissez faire policy and the substitution therefore 

of administrative bodies to regulate agricultural production and distri

bution. 

Agriculture, as opposed to industry, has always been more vul

nerable to the vicissitudes of the price level. When a depression manifests 

itself, industry suffers less than agriculture. 

During n crisis, when the general price level declines, agricultur~ 

prices fall raore sharply and rapidly than those of industrial good. This is 

because industry is capable of adapting itself more rapidly and effectively 

to changed conditions than agriculture. Industry Will tend to curtail its 

production without greatly lowering its price. The_ agriculturalist, however, 

finds hioself in a most invidious position. While able to control his input 

factors, he has no control over such factors as disease, pests, weather con.

di tions, etc., and will only know the volur.!le of his production after 

harvesting his crop. The perishable nature of his produce demands a 

1) Schumpeter. J .A. The Theory of Economic Development, pages 8 and 9. 
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r~pid sale. Some products, such aa maize, wheat or eggs, can be stored 

for a period, but not without the risk of deterloration. Industry can 

control the price at which it can sell profitably to a varying degree, but 

tho primary produc0r is at tho mercy of a free market. 

A low price lovel will tend to induce agriculture to produce more 

in the hope of obtaining n greater nett income in order that the producer 

may survive. Tho cur.iuln.tive effect is a deterioration of1ri.the position m.th 

greater hardships for agriculture. 

The problcn faced is primarily due to the atomistic no.tu.re of the 

production uni ts in ngriculturo. Formers as individuals ver:y vecy greatly. 

The, range from growers With ameJ.l farms to others With large farms. They 

vary enormously in organising ability, in their willingness to introduce 

new methods and adapt themselves to changing conditions, in efficiency, age 

and experience. Land varies in productivity from place to place, from farm 

to farm and ( often) from morgen to morgen on the same farm. 

Tho heterogeneity which characterises agriculture poses the pro

blem of prncticnlly co-ordinating production as well as marketing. Tech

nological progress has in general helped to improve productive efficiency 

for both agriculture and industry. Industry has moved away from the small 

unit of production to the great corporations and their mass production 

techniques. Agriculture, on the other hand, still retains much of 1 ts 

atomistic characteristics. The forces that operate on a free market for 

industrially- produced goods are slowly boing supplanted by greater self 

control over both production and price, whereas agriculture, because of its 

inherent problems, is more dependent on the free market w1 th i ta fluotuatin1 

prices. In the relative infleXibill ty of industrial prices - i.e. those 

of the goods farmers buy - and the greater flexibility of agricultural 

prices_- i.e. those the farmers receive for their goods - lie the roots 

of the agricultural problem, 

In an effort to provide greater stability for agriculture in the 

Union various measures have been introduced by the State in an attempt to 

reduce the disparity between the prices farmers pay for the commodities 

they buy and the prices they receive for the goods they sell. These 

measures include price support, levies, subsidies, tariff protection, 

preferential railway rates and culminate in the passing of the Marketing 

Bill { Act No. 26 of 1937) which provides for the establishment of marketin 
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boarda to administer "schemes" for the marketing of those products to which 

tho proVisiona of the Act may apply, 

Tho kinds of marketing achenes that can be applied under the 

proVisiona of the Act may provide for price fixation and regulation in the 

disposal of the product concerned under control of a particular commoditt, 

board. At long last, it would seem, the oonceasion was made that palliatives 

such as price support, or subsidies, although effective aa short term 

ncasures tend to leave disastrous effects in their wake; which further 

complicate, rather than ameliorate, the economic circumstances of 

agricul tu.re. 

There is general recognition that the field of marketing-.. 

especially orderly distribution~ calls for concentrated efforts to provide 

the ways and means of obtaining greater economic stability for agriculture. 

The attainment of such stability with the aid of improved and 

efficient marketing, however, calla for recognition of the fact that our 

economy undergoes a constant change. Its dynamic nature requires that any 

marketing scheme should be so conceived that it is fle:x:ible and easily 

adaptable to the changing economic scene. Any scheme, which links itself' 

With past economic relationships which it attempts to preserve, must of 

necessity fail, as there are ever changing new sets of relationships the.t 

have to be taken into account. 

Growers of vegetables and sub-tropical fruit have of late clamoured 

for the introduction of a marketing scheme for their products under the 

YiB.l'keting Act. It wruld, therefore, be pertinent for these growers to oon-
(1 

aider the following observations made by the National Marketing Council 

regarding schemas envisaging organisod marketing I 

" •••• while organised marketing -achieves its biggest success 
excessive 

when combating the frequently pointlesi:y'short-term price 

fluctuations associated With the competitive marketing system, 

the succeas cannot ba absolute. The extentto which seasonal. 

or ehort-term price stability is attninable Will differ from 

product to product, according to physical properties and the 

ease of substitution by other products and between different 

--------------- --- ------------------------------------
1) Beport of the National Marketing Council on the Marketing Boards,1938 to 

1946. u.o. V - 47, par. 6. 
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outleta. The more durable the product, the greater the 

chan.oes of price stability through the development of 

storage programmes. The more perishable the product, the 

snaller the possibility of pric&-stability through orgo.niaed 

marketing, unless the supply is very regular or rapid pre

servation is possible. Unifomity of product is also 

essential if price stabilisation is to be attempted success

.fully. The physj_cal properties coobine in ma211' permutations 

from product to product and govern the degree to which price 

stabilisation can be attained. There is a further over

riding factor that, if the product is readily substitutable 

or has different outlets, successful price stabilisation Will 

depend on whether this is also applicable to the substitutes 

and all the main outlets"• 

It is for these precise reasons that the marketing schemes in 
(1 

existence vary with the kind of product under control. Somo of the boards 

{e.g. the Menlie Control Board) control all intakes nnd sales, while the 

Tobacco Board allocates quotas to co-operatives for supplying industrial. 

needs and regulates exports when occasion arises. In general, the form 

of regulation varies with the kind of product concerned • 

.Any marketing scheme for vegetables based on regulation of 

supplies, and fixation of p1~ces, would be faced with insuperable 

difficulties and will oost likely fail, the main reason being the highly 

perishable nature of the products, their lack of uniformity, which adds to 

the difficulty of grading, the ease whereby the majority of the principal 

vegetables can be substituted, and because such a large percentage of 

supplies is produced w.i thin the immediate vicinity of the main oonauming 
(2 

areas • 
(B 

This View is supported by the Distribution Oost Commission which 

expressed itself a.gninst any mnrketing achene for vegetables under the 

Marketing Act in the followinJ termsl 

l)Marketing schemes exist for deciduous fruit, citrus fruit,dried fruit, 
tobacco, meat, maizo,whent,dairy products and chicory. 

2) See anne:xures l and 5. . 
3) Report of the Distribution Costs Commission, on the System of Distributio 

prevailing in the Union with particular reference to Essential Foodstuffs 
and the Principles of State Controlled Marketing, para.225, 226. 
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" •••• Even if growers would submit to dictation as to the 

time, place and quantity of their plantings, the problems 

of the dictating authority would be almost beyond human 

ingenuity, and, in any event, plans would always be subject 

to frustration by the vagaries of the weather. Equally, 

the compulsory routing of supplies or though this has more 
\ 

to be said for it would be likely to break down because of 

the difficulty of forecasting demand. Each breakdown would 

cause widespread dissatisfaction and dislocation, and such 

a measure can, accordingly, not be recommended. For similar 

reasons, the Commission is emphatically opposed to placing 

the marketing of vegetables under a contFol board,operating 

in terms of the Marketing Act • •....•• Moreover, a control 

scheme for vegetables, aapecially if it entailed price fixa

tion, would inevitably suffer from those defects of complexlty 

which already have been adversely commented upon in this 

rleport.n 

The most striking feature to emerge from the survey of the 

auction markets is the haphazard. and almost careless manner in which 

vegetables are marketed. This can largely be attributed to the absence 

of standardised containers and the apparent indifference of growers to 

sorting and packing vegetables accod.ng to quality classes. 

In the main vegetables are sent to market in an assortment of 
(l 

containers often ill-adapted to a particular commodity. ThL:e inoreaaea 

the difficulty of buyers in assessing its value, and adds to the 

difficulties experienced by buyers when inspecting the offerings before 

salea begin. Unsightly nnd soiled containers create a poor impression 

on buyers as to tho quality of the contents, while poorly constructed 

containers may force buyers to re-pack produce before distributing it 

to clients. 

-----------------------------------------
l ) See annexure~2. 
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These factore have the cumulative effect of depressing the price 
(1 

offered. 

The advantages commonly elm.med for standardisation of 

containers are t-

1. It prevents fraud or 0ahort measure". 

2. Containers may be mass produced, therefore cost 
less, hence reducing costs to growers, 

3, The confusion caused by having a large assortment 
of containers on the market would be eliminated, 

4. Trade would be facilitated by adding confidence 1n 
the market. 

5. The compilation of more accurate and intelligible 
market reports would be facilitated. 

For these reasons, the standardisation of conta1nera should be 

of deep concern to those interested in developing an intelligent marketing 

programme. The suggestion is, therefore, made here that the Bureau of 

Standards be requested to pay attention to the development of such con

tainers aa will conform to the marketing requirements of tho Union. Once 

such containers have been proved, their adoption should be made compulsory, 

The standardisation of containers and the grading of products 

are inseparably linked to any aucceesful marketing scheme. In the oase 

of vegetablee,grading presents many practical difficultiee. For 

praotioal purpoaes, however, standards for sorting vegetables into quality 

olasaes oan be fixed. Too large a proportion of growers tend to market 

their vegetables without hnVing properly sorted them on the farm. A top 

layer of unblemished, even-sized, attractive produce only too often masks 

bottom layers of inferior produce. 

This lack of discrimination on the part of growera drew VTidespread 

complaints from the trade in the c0lll3e of the inquiry. Suoh practices 

result in low prices being offered at the auction sales, since buyers wlah to 

protect themselves against the risk of being misled as to the quality of the 

contents of the containers purchased, 

~--------------~--~---------------------------------------------~-~-------
l) "It is an established fact that numerous South .African containers or packages 

have no outstanding sales value" - R1 tchie.J. Director,South African Bureau 
of StandardaJ paper read at Annual Conference of Institute of Market Masters 
of South Africa, 20th April,1950. 
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.U though the National Mark Scheme for grading vegetables haa 

been in operation on the Johannesburg, Pretoria and Bloemfontein auction 

markets since 1936, 1938 and 1939, respectively, it has been poorly 

supported by produoers ( Table 42). It would appear that growers in 

general are as yet unconvinced or more probably do not realise the value 

of marketing a graded product. 

Observation and evidence obtained from handlers ma.de it clear 

that a large proportion of produce arriving at the market was unsuitable 

for coomercial purposes and, consequently, realised very low prices -

at times barely sufficient to cover selling costs. As the basic coats of 

marketing poor quality products are similar to those incurred in the sale 

of quality products th~re is little doubt that many grovrers would obto.1n 

better returns were they to refrain from marketing infererior produce 

and discontinue the practice of indiscriminately packing poor and good 

quality products in the same container. 

A vigorous effort on the part of vegetable growers to narket 

quality products in standardised containers is, therefore, suggested as a 

major point in a general marketing programme that seeks to provide a 

greater nett return. 

Aa in the case of vegetables, the bulk of the sub-tropical 

fruit marketed is ungraded though there is greater uniformity in the kind 

of container used. The introduction of a marketing scheme for these 

commodities under the Marketing Act should not be contemplated until it 

has been demonstrated that practical grades and standards can f\~as~bly be 

laid domi for these products. Growers of sub-tropical fruit could also 

use greater care in the selection of the produce sent to market. A 

moat common complaint from handlers in this connection is that too many 

growers pi ok their fruit either too green or too ripe and pay 

insufficient attention to properly packaging the fruit. This causes 

the fruit to arrive in poor condition and adversely effects prices 

The Flnanoi§J, RecorJiQ. 

Fairly accurate data vrere avllilable to analyse the financial 

operations of the municipal markets. ilthough most of the wholesale 

fresh produce firms were able to supply trading accounts, profit and lose 
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accounts and bo.lanoe sheets, eost and quantity records for individual 

products or group of products, were not available. 

The market agents and retail stores for fresh produce, with few 

exceptions, oorabined their fresh produce activities With one or more 

other enterprise. Their form of bookkeeping did not distinguish between 

their various activities, with the result that an analysis of their 

financial operations was not possible. In the case of hawkers, there 

was a complete lack of records, which is most deplorable. 

In general, the manner of accounting by those firms, which 

could provide data, leaves much room for improvement. It would be ot 

undoubted value for the firms to have records, for their own use, which 

would provide more detuiled inforr.iation, apurt from the greater ease w:t th 

v~hi ch future studies of this nature could be ma.de. 

It is possible that some firns handle lines on which :they 

incur losses, but remain unaware of the fact because of the inadequacy 

of their records. A more particularised form of simple accounting will 

assist firms in ch0cking on the efficiency of their operations a.nd, 

possibly, indicate where savings could be effected. The a.vailabili ty 

of such datn for further studies will enable comparisons to be ma.de 

from which standards could be deduced. Such measures are calculated 

to assist in promoting efficient operation. 

Ib.o~qJ~c ti 9Jl _jg_rk et& 

Of the marketing agencies the municipal. auction markets are 

the r1ost important in the present marketing system. They are the main 

concentration points for the perlshablesJ handle the largest volume; serve 

as a point for further distribution, and perform the initial selling 

function in the flow of the major proportion of perishables from producer 

to consumer. 

Their organisation and financial operations have already been 

com1r.ented upon in this study, and suggestions were made regarding possible 

oeans of increasing their functional efficiency. Even were their 

efficiency of operation maximised the question would still arise whether 

it would be sufficient to effect a satisfactory improvement in the 

marketing of perishable produce, especially vegetables. 
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The chief criticisms levelled against the auction markets by 

growers is that the prices often realised for their produce do not provide 

an adequate return, and that, commonly, there is too wide a range in the 

fluctuations of prices realised over a given period, though over this in 

reality, the auction markets have little or no control. 

The real point at issue is whether the auction markets, as a 

functionary in the marketing system, adequately fulfill their moat important 

task, namely that of a selling agent. 

As has been pointed out earlier in this study there are certain 

eesentials with which a product must comply in order to ensure successful 

marketing at auction sales. The auction method of selling is best adapted 

to products which are highly standardised as to variety and gradeJ 

uniformly packed in attractive containers; sold under a well-known brandf 

and available in steady supply and sufficient volume to attract buyers 

throughout the season. Although a steady supply in sufficient volume 

throughout the seasons are forthcoming at the auction markets, the 

marketing of vegetables completely fails to conform with the most essential 

requirements for successful sale by auction, namely those at standardisation 

as to variety and grade and uniformity of packing in proper containers. 

While the problem of uniform packing can be overcome, the inherent 

chare.eteriat1cs of vegetables preclude any high degree of standardisation 

as to variety and grade. 

Due to the unsuitability of vegetables for s nles by auction, the 

suggestion is here made that their sales on the municipal markets should 

only be conducted by private treaty under the supervision and control of 

the local authority. Payments for sales concluded by private treaty must 

be made by the buyer to the market authority who issues the criginal sales 

note to the market agent for transmission to the consignor and a receipted 

copy to the buyer. 

A further suggestion is that th0 possibility be investigated of 

introducing seasonal country auctions in the main producing centres. Such 

auctions mny tend to help regulate the flow of auoplies to the main con

sumir1g areas. In addition, the following advantages to growers in using 
(1 

country produce auctions are generally claimed•-
--------------------

1) Rasmussen, M.P.1 Professor in r/!arketing Frui 'b and Vegetables, 
Oornell University,U.S.A. - Lecture Notes. 
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1. Sales are for cash, therefore, there is less 
risk than in selling by other means. 

2. The charges are relatively small since overhead 
costs are low compared ~~th city costs. 

3. If the auction price is unsatisfactory, the 
grower can still consign his produce to the 
terminal auction markets. 

4. Auction sales tend to "stabilise" price for 
area. 

5. Growers can.stop cropping at once if prices 
are too low on the auction sale; whereas it 
would take several days to get returns from 
the city. 

6. Auction sales offer opportunity to consolidate 
small lots received from many individual growers. 

7. Orov.rers see personally what buyers are willing 
to pay for and are gradually educated concerning 
grades. 

Possible disadvantages attached to country auctions may be 

aummnrised as follows•-

1. If the number of buyers is small, there may be mutual 
agreement on price, hence lack of competition. 

2. At times there may not be a sufficient volume of 
produce to attract ~nough buyers. 

3. Growers may waste a lot of time waiting for an 
opportunity to sell. 

In spite of these disadvantages, the feasibility of such an in

stitution appears to be worth an inquiry. 

The analysis of the financinl operations of the municipal markets 

indicates that salaries and wages as a percentage of operating expenses 

(excluding nett surplus) were the most important item of cost. This 

varied from about 68 per cent for Pretoria, the lovrest, to about 74 per 

cent for Johannesburg, the highest. An investigation into the possibility 

of decreasing this item of cost is merited. Other avenues that could be 

explored to d ecreaso the cost of operating municipal r.iarkets, include 

reduction of the number of days on which auction sales are conducted, earlier 

start with the sales, and negotiation with other departments of the 
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individual municipalities to secure a more equitable assessment of such 

charges as scavenging and cleaning. 

The .l&Nket ~ni-£ 

Although infornation was obtained on the various activities 

of the market ~nta, their financial records were so constituted that 

these did not p.0rni t an ru1alysia of their costs of operation. Such an 

analysis would have served as a guide to average costs and enabled those 

who differed considerably from the average to re-exar.d.ne their own costs 

with a view to effecting reductions. A study along these lines in co

operation With the agents, appears to be called for, 

., The Yfuole~wrs 

The iBpression was gained that many wholesalers attempted to 

increase their ~olume of sales regardless of the costs involved. The 

wholesale fresh produce business calls for close personal attention as 

this would have the of feet of llr.i.i ting turnover to a certain volume above 

wA:1-ch the efficiency of operation would be adversely effected. 

The operating expenses of the wholesale produce firms varied 

widely and irregulary. There appears to be no direct relationship between 

money income and turnover. Such factors could be sru.esr:1anship, judgement 

in buying, raoveraent of market prices, and managerial ability. 

The wide variations in operating expenses and nett margins of 

the firms, as evidenced by this study, suggest that the efficiency of whole

snling can be irr.proved. Studies to throw light upon various activities and 

phases of wholesnling should aid these firr1s to develop better merchandising 

techniques and hence to increase their operating efficiency. 

The B@t§il S_io~nnd~ Hfi1Tj{
0
er~ 

The paucity of information on retail mnrk-ups and margins is a 

defect that requires urgent elimination. This would enable a break-dovrn of 

the marketing margin to be made to serve as the framework for further re

search nnd study to reduce marketing costs. 

Tho survey of the retail storas made it clear that coneume:r-

preferenoes, likes and dislikes were unknovrn to, or disregarded by, the 

trade while their r1ethods of retailing vrere poor ru1d all too cf ten of a 

crude nature. The most comr.ion failings were untidy and, often soiled, s}v)p1 , 
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unattractive displays, slipshod salesmanship and failure to .. display 

price tags procinently. Propaganda on better merchandising and atrioter 

supervision by th0 health departments ~f the respective local authorities 

nre calla.d for. 

The hawkers are the retail market-at-the-door for the busy 

housewife uho is unable to do her shopping in the early morning. Though 

the range of comr1odi ties carried by hawkers at a time may not be very 

wide, they usually carry · those f:rui t and vegetables which are in most 

plentiful supply. 

There is, however, muoh scope for improving the retailing of 

fresh produce by hawkers. These inprovements should be brought about 

by the intelligent co-operation between growers, wholesalers, municipal 

o.uthori ties, the State and the hawkers who should be taught to 

1. fuy with greater care. 

2. Reduce their spoilage losses. 

3. Price their produce correctly. 

4. Exercise greater care in extending credit. 

5. Plan their daily rounds so as to cover the widest 
possible territory~ 

6. Display price tags prominently. 

7. Observe eygienic principles in the handling of 
fresh produce. 

The need for intensive research on marketing in the Union is 

clear. A program which will provide for a comprehensive survey of our 

marketing institutions, their functions, their cost of operation and 

their efficiency is called for. Ideally, such a program~e should be 

sponsored by the State but provide for co-operation With the various 

agencies concerned wherever expedient. 
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A.] li. ~ X Y. 3Jl . l. 

APPROXIMATE PROPORTION TH.iiT R.;uL .:rnD ROAD ARRIVALS WERE OF TF.E VOLUME OF 
V.t~.RIOUS VEGETABLES SOLD ON THE JOHANNESBURG, CA.PE TOWN, PRETORIA AND 

BLOEMFONTEIN MUI:UOIP.tt.L AUCTION M.till.KETS, 1947 /48. 

Arrival by 

Kind of vegetable Road Rail 

Percentage of total sales 

Potatoes ... • •• • •• • •• 26.2 73.8 

Onions ••• . . . • •• • •• 34.3 65. 7 

Tomatoes •••• . . . . .. • •• 44.1 55.9 

Cabbages and cauliflowers ... 45.7 64.3 

Green beans •• . .. . . . . .. 42.7 57.3 

Green peas •• • •• • •• . .. 40.0 ao.o 

Sweet potatoes . • • . . . . .. 43.8 66.2 

t=!h-.#- -~- -:---=··~. ~~ _.,...•~~.:.:z::w~~~~---·:9':""9-.:¥-, T. -·==~ 
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KINDS OF CONT .. -uNERS WHEREIN V.1~IOUS VEOET~BLES ARL1IVED FOR SALE ON THE 
JOH.d.NNESBURO, C.tLPE TOWN, PRETORI"\ AND BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPAL AUCTION 

MM~ETS, 1947 / 48. 

Kind of vegetable 

- __ ...,... T.·-~ 

Sweet potatoes 

Onions • • • 
Cabbages ••• 

Cauliflowers 

Green beans 

Green peas 

Tomatoes ••• 

... ~,~:-

••• ••• 

. . . • •• 

• • • • •• 

••• • •• 

. . . • •• 

. . . • •• 

••• • •• 

Kind of container 

Ba.gs, sugar pockets, pockets, boxes. 

Bags, sugar pockets, pockets, trays • 

Orates, bags, sugar pockets, pockets: 
boxes. 

Bags, crates • 

Bags, sugar pockets, pockets, trays • 

Bags, sugar pockets, pockets, trays • 

Bushel boxes, double-layer treys, 
sinyle-layer trays, standard boxes 
(16½ lb.), paraffin boxes. 

Si.!bSW 
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VAWE .tU'JD F:dOPORrION TP~~T VwOUS PrlOWOTS WEaE INDIVIDUALLY .AND BY GOOUP 
OF 0OMFDDITIES OF THE S&IES ON TPE JOHANWF,SBURO MUNICIPaL AUCTION MiulKET 
19•17 /L18 COMP~RED \iITH THE AVE~E FOR THE 3 YEfui.S 1946/47 - 1948/49. 

~===---=•::a:;:-~~c~•:;:· ==~=- ·--~~,--~......,..~m;;::::;...:.,~=~....-:.- .,.......,_: ~-=~~-• :;;;-~~;.:·;::~~• ::;;:• ~----;w-= __________ .,....,..,.. ____ ~ - .. -

1947 /.:18 ! 19L16/47 - 1948/,19 
m...~~~..,_..~ ............ ---~-~.._..-..-.-...,... .. .:s-:-r~~~~-·---.----~ .. 

I !verage 
Group I Value Proportion i 

value 
~ ,..__,. ... =:"1.-u.'~~~~..--..-.... --w--~1"'-a-WS-~~-:e-

I 

~~~ £ Percentage I £ I 
I 

! 
i 

Potatoes 693,554.0 20.4 I 903,755.0 
Tomatoes 390,724.0 11.5 396,777.6 
Onions 207,660,0 6.1 191,258.3 
Green peas 117,933.0 5.5 116,087.0 
Green beans 90, 59Ll.O 2.7 96,899.3 
Pumpkin 93,244.0 2.6 100,252.3 
Cabbage 83,439,0 2.6 96, 958,6 
Sweet potatoes 63,992.0 1.9 76,298.0 
Carrots 27,379.0 0.8 29,075.6 
Cauliflowers 16,623.0 0.5 I 18,527.5 
Beet 6,540.0 0.2 i a, 70.:1, 3 

I 
. -:w----.~-·~ ___.___. 

Q.r<;>u.J)._..,.t,.ot~l .. _..,... • ._..J..,__7JU-..s_382 ......... ..__ • • 5?,~ 8___ _ _ 2102e .. 273-' 3 
~IJIO]$ J.1iVl,It 
Apples 183,527.4 s .... 1 169,557, 6 
Grapes 62,611.0 1.6 70,863.3 
Peaches 50,669.3 1.5 40,766.5 
Pears 18,908.6 0.5 ~?.1. 719.0 
Cherries ~,094.6 0.3 '1,668.6 
Plums 6,768.0 0.2 7,839.0 
Apricots 6,069.6 0.2 3t:l6.0 
~1Jl'>~--.s=t~'9-. 8 -
~~J2,. __ t__o_tal 3?6,., 869. 3 4 ~9 ... ~~26J 6~-~-4 

~UB-TR.Qp~ F&lll,I l 
Papaws 86,269.8 2.6 : 90,468.0 
Pineapples 75,,140.2 2,2 j 87,808,6 
Mangos 42,158.1 1.2 56,280.3 
Avocados 3,1, 5,16. 2 1. 0 33,908.3 
Granadillas 17,0€3.4 0.5 18,076.0 

Bananas ,l,877.2 0.1 5,346,5 

. 

Average pro-
portion of 

a.2J ~a 

Percentage 

24.2 
10.6 

5,1 
5.1 
2.6 
2.7 
2.e 
2.0 
o.s 
o.5 
0.2 

64,'l. 

4.5 
1.0 
1.1 
0.6 
0.2 
0.2 
0.2 

e,7 

2.tl 
2.4 
1.6 
Q.9 
0.6 
0.5 
0.1 

Guavas 13,438.2 0.4 

1 

11,880,5 

l.l..~~ • .,.,,,~sFa--,_....,,...,, __ ...,,_.2~_,..::.,;so_,1_,,.;;,~~----·..,,,i,l.Q...r-i.~l~.-1.+-~-----M.l!3..,-_E?,_...__ _____________ __:;:___ 

Group tf_q_t~-~~------·--_,,__2;:;i7~e~.J.!-33;:;.: __ ~i..L;;6...___,~------.;;;s~,l.. ... ___ 

Citrus fruit 
Poultry 
Dry fodder 
Dry beans 
Eggs 
Other 
--=-=--a-, -::a·•w.w:w wwwwww w. 

284,663.1 
183,567.9 
131,737.6 

68,02,1. 6 
5,BLl0.8 

303, 620.Ll 

Total or average 3,392.023.2 

a. ,1 
s.,1 
3.9 
2.6 
0.2 
9.0 

100.0 

I 

299,273.5 
163,437.0 
126,323.3 

90, 8)8,6 
6,398.6 

391,071.5 

3,740,072.3 

e.o 
4.4 
5.4 
2.4 
Oa2 

10.4 

100.0 
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VAIDE ~ND PJ.WPO~iTION TH~T v.£1.J.uous FiiODUOTS WE.RE INDIVIWALLY AND BY GROUP 
OF OOMrIODITIE'S OF THE SALES ON THE CAPE 'IOViN MUNIOIP AL AUCTION MARKET 19•17 A 
OOMP.d.HED WITH THE ~VEi1.H.0E FOR THE THREE YEARS 19.:16/47 -- 1948/49. 

Group 

Potntoos 
Tomatoes 
Onions 
Green peas 
Green benns 
rumpkin 

· Onbbage 
61weet potatoes 
Carrots 
Cauliflower 
Beet 

Value 

3,17, 719 
168,278 

86,10•1 
39,311 
35,&-16 
15,369 
,18,098 
23,050 
22,029 
20,025 
e,vo~1 

Apples 117,220 
Grapes 35,904 
Peaches 48,626 
Pears 11,435 
Cherries 3,139 
Plums 5,322 
Apricots 3,302 
Ne ctari MJ3., __ ._.,. -~~ ----r~ ~-..-m--~ 

1946/47 - 1948/49 

Proportion Average Average pro-
of sales value portion of 

,_..._....,_.,..,..., _______ .,.,., _____ sale§ 

Percentage Percentage 

23.6 365,151.3 24.3 
11.L1 167 ,·139.6 11.1 

5.8 79,369.6 5.3 
2.6 36, 7Ll3.0 2.4 
2.·1 36,910.0 2.5 
1.0 l•l, ·124. 3 1.0 
3.3 •13.n~, .n 2.9 
1.6 !7,920,3 1.8 
1.5 21,037.6 1.4 
1.4 18,390.0 1.2 
0.7 9,352.0 0.6 
~~-~ -,- ,,.-~~ .,,. ·.r-""11! -~-~ 

55 3 _ 8~.J-77 4._J,... __ 5415 

a.o 102,663.6 6.8 
2.4 30,138.6 2.0 
3.3 45,326.0 3.0 
0.8 11,199.3 0.8 
0.2 2,390.3 0.2 
0.4 6,583.3 0.4 

o. _: --l---.,,..,.,3',,...~~:~!;;.,.;;: t ___ ~ ____ o_· : __ ,__ 
I 

......J.~-- 202,88§.._.Q __ 

Papaws 30,879 2.1 31,417.0 2.1 
2.0 
2.0 
o.e 
0.2 
1.3 
7.1 

Pineapples 25,399 1.7 29,369.0 
Mangos 21, 9,1a 1. o 29, 81Ll. o 
Avocados 13,352 1.5 13,630.6 
GranadiUas 3,454 0.2 3,431.6 
Gunvas 19,235 1.3 19,805.3 
Bananas 10•1, 711 7 .l 107,056.3 
,W.Qh.9s -----------..-·,....'"'-7-·..----.... 7 4"L-... ________ ______._,;::::...___,._-i,.,_,,..,..~~eo .,,..,.a_...,,_,.,,..... 

~o~p to_w _ ___.~,.. 219 1 7'?,""""2__,. _ __... ___ ,__..,_'l...-.9_--+ __ 2_3_5~2 .:'1~4 ____ ,.--.;5:;;.a,.., __ _ 

Citrus fruit 16,565 1.1 15,366.0 1.0 
Poul try 82,256 1. 5 22,739.6 1. 5 
Dry fodder - -. .... 
Dry boans - -
Eggs 7,167 o.s 9,256.6 o .e 
~------ -,~ _ _,__ __ ._ . .,.l$t8~3-~_.m_._ • 4 _ 98 ~ e,Q _ __,.__,..~~AL-.. _,_.. 
:l~ .. ,,_ --•"7 ""_,n•••--• _ 21,;,t,..Q.91 _ • 1r--~ --~~---- «- _ 21§.,_®,.:;;~•-..2._._,..-.,-y•T-..-~].__~~--
TOtal or average 1,47•1,•lOO 100.0 i 1,503,378 100,0 
11!'#'·~·~•-'-l'. l--T-r¥C-~~~~-...,,,.-~,~~-..,~~~~:r-:il'~.Y~-~-~-~- 'll-::J--:;=~~~~-,, :,; -._~- ~ ·-;-·, 
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A ..... lL,.Jl~-L-.JLJL.£ _ _p_i,Ql . 

VALUE .AND P.ttOPORTION THAT VARIOUS PRODUCTS VlERE INDIVIDUALLY AND BY GROUP 
OF om.mODITIES OF THE SALES ON THE PRETORIA MUNICIPAL AUCTION MAHKET 
1947 /48 COMP.adED \iITH THE AVERAGE FDR THE 'IRR.EE YEARS 1946/47...., 1948/,19. 

Group Value 
Proportion 
of sales 

Average 
value 

Average pro
portion of 

-- ___ ...,,_,.,:_~-~-~-w~-.,,...,.--.--•....,,....--=---,.._.,.,.,.....,,_,._ __ .~ ..... w~----,,..--J3-"--a] ... e ... ;:1 ....... ..--_,, .• , 
1ffiGETAaLm1 £ Percentage Percentage 

Potatoes 169,Q90 21.6 191,530~6 22.7 
Toma toes 76, 8 56 9. 0 78, 5,U. 0 9. 3 
Onions 29,270 3.7 29,495.0 3.5 
Green peas 2/J,677 2.6 20,373.0 2.4 
Green beans 19,577 2.5 20,151~6 2.4 
Pumpkin 20,067 2.6 21,,1<12.o 2.5 
Cabbage 17,0,12 2.2 19,475.3 2.3 
Sweet potatoes lJ-033 1.4 10 1 692.6 1.3 
Carrots 5,,110 0.7 6,578"6 0.8 
Cauliflower 5,030 0.,1 2,909.3 Q.,4 
_B_ee __ t ______ ---,--____,.,,......i;l-...t..:-8~t,..~-____,__Q,d,,~..,.._~.,......2 __ ... ..,.2iF.l'.1 .... 2,m.6.__..... ____ ...,,_ ,_...,,o ... ~,"T~----

Group toi&-.J. __ . 373, 96~ T-r---=- 47~_,,..~_..,---'10_3 ~.?~~----......,...., __ 4_7 __ • s __ _ 
,PE.CIDUOUS F..:iV.ll• 

Apples 
Grapes 
Peaches 
Pears 
Cherries 
Plums 
Apricots 

64,156 
1e,,107 
13,151 
1, 94]_ 

2&-1 
1,190 
1,639 

0.1 
0.2 

55,939.0 
21,075.3 
10,086.0 

2, 7llc6 
288.0 

l,339c0 
l,70Ge0 

Nectarlnes ------~----...,.- 1~ L,...,, ___ ,__..._.._--~ ...... ......,..._._____,,,_12;.c:.,_5~§_,_..,,_.,....,. _______ ,r...-,, .... ~.....,.'9"'_ _,_,, 

Group total .J.8.870 

Papaws 27,392 
Pineapples 12,857 
Mangos 12,016 
Avocados 7,610 
Granadillas 1,803 
Guavas 1,537 
Bananas 3,393 
~tcbl~s 11682 ... ----- - ,, 

GtOJJ;p ~a,J. -w---r--. 681298 -----

12.6 

3.5 
1.7 
1.6 
1.0 
0.2 
0.2 
0.,1 
0.2 

8.7 

9'.1.072.2 

28,223~6 
15,729.0 
18,786.0 

s,0.:11.0 
2,29400 
1,61106 
3,4J.2c0 
1.787 .. 3 - .. ::wwwow 

11.1 

3.3 
1.9 
2.2 
1.0 
Oo3 
0 .. 2 
0.4 
Q.2 

9,.t5 

Citrus fruit 65,899 8.4 69,515~0 8.3 
Poultry 3t1,971 ,J:.5 30,633.0 3.6 
Dry fodder 8,710 1.1 9,850~3 1.2 
Dry beans 3,929 0.5 5,005.6 0.6 
Eggs 5,905 o. 7 a, 263t,6 1.0 

-

Qj...,t.l!'.;;;he~r.,.. ______ __,_ _____ ~_J..??..,_2?,.;;,.0_.__......,..nl~7 1,11a6ll.~-------l-~,e___ 

.. ~._o_,,t;,,,:;;a~l..,.. ______ ,.,,. __ .,,._ ,,___, ___ ,. 2'1~ 6~~1_______ ~Q. 9 ___ .,.._ 26,1
1
661 __ ,,,_____,.3J.w• .... 5 ___ _ 
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A..-lLNElURE 3 (d) 

)AUCTION 
V~lLUE AND PROPOi\TIOM THAT VARIOUS PRODUCTS VIEitE HTDIVIDUALLY/l~TD BY GROUP 
OF COMtmDITIES OF THE SALES ON THE BLOEMFONTEIN MUNICIPaL"'MARKET 1947 /,18 
omU'-'.ttRED WITH THE AVERAGE FOH THE THl~E YEARS 1946/17 - 1948/49. 

Group Value 

£ 

Bon~lrn• 
Potatoes 44,628 
Tomatoes 20,633 
Onions 4,713 
Green peas 3,876 
Green beans 10, 7,19 
Pumpkin 6,452 
Cabbage 7,982 
Sweet potatoes 6,897 
Carrots s,130 
Cauliflower, 2,620 

Proportion 
of sales 

Percentage 

16.7 
7.7 
1.8 
1.5 
,1.0 
2.0 
3.0 
2.6 
3.0 
1.0 

Average 
value 

61,331.5 
22,601.3 

,1, 971.6 
3,900,6 

12,188.6 
7,043.3 
a,,l26.6 
7.,4,12. 3 
e,010.0 
2, 564,0 

Average 
proportion 
of sales 

Percentage 

17.l 
7.6 
1.7 
1.5 
,1.1 
2.4 
2.a 
2.6 
2.7 
0.8 

Beet 2 679 
:.a.;: ----

J,.O &,698,Q. __ ,, 
--t>.____,.,.-..,..,.., ...... ~---,_,--..,o .. , a __ _ 

Group totQl J.l?,~139 4,1.3 . 1131,186,Q 
PEQIDUOU§ l..~Ir.' 

Apples 23,878 9.0 21,550.0 
Grapes ,1, 957 1.8 5,894.3 
Peaches 5, 50,1 2.1 4,681.0 
Pears 1,015 0.4 1,065.0 
Cherries 557 0.2 357.B 
Plums 386 0.1 553.3 
Apricots 318 0.1 599.3 
li~~t~~s _._.E_, _________ - 46 6 

Papaws 9, 35'1 3.6 10,236.0 
Pineapples ,1,826 1.8 6,644.0 
Mangos 2,374 0.9 3,905.3 
Avocados 1,857 0.7 2,251.6 
Oranadillas 491 0.2 701.5 
Guavas 1·,452 o. 5 1,595.6 
Bananas 4,489 1,7 4,131,3 
~-~-·--•------·-----~-6 __ ~,,_ .. o~,1.___ _ ___ 2l2,Q 

7.2 
1.e 
1.6 
0.3 
0.1 
0.3 
0.2 

3.4 
2.2 
1.5 
o.a 
0.2 
0,3 
1.4 
0.1 

~~q~----,r·-~2 ...... 5.._,Q_,2 ..... 9 ________ .,.._.,......__, _ _,9 __ ._4,_ .. __ ........ ~29,..:.a_,67.,__7w,....,o __ .._ ___ a_.a_._,_ 

Citrus fruit 
Poultry 
Dry fodder. 
Dry beans 

19,434 
2,368 

15,853 -
Eggs 1,610 
~..,._,,_.,..,, __________ _;l7

1 
59._3 _ 

TotaJ. 86,798 

Total or average 266.918 

7.3 
0.9 
5.9 

-
0.6 

__ J.7.9 

32,_6 

!Q'h9. 

22,·'108.0 7.5 
2,558.0 0.9 

23,706.0 7.9 
~ -1,604.0 0.5 

_ _J_ "§.2Jl.59_, ~ _,, __ l.7...0 
I 

llO•l,Q36,Q 34.7 

~4°•&:z: l£99±635,2 
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A....lt N ]L.X Jl R E_ 4 

1i.AIL SUPPLIES OF CE~1.TAIN FmIT AND VEGETABLES TO THE TERMINAL MARKETS OF 
JOHANNESBURG, CAPE TOWN, DURBAN, PnETORIA, BLOEMFONTEIN, PORT ELIZABETH, 
PIETE.L1lJ"1.AHITZBUHG, EJ\ST LONDON AND KIMBE~LEY, 

Armexur e Table 4 A 

Annexure Table 4 B 

.Annexure Table 4 C 

Annexure Table 4 D 

Annexure Table 4 E 

Annexure Table 4 F 

Annexure Table 4 G 

Annexure Table 4 H 

Rail supplies of various fruit to the 9 
terminal markets. 

Ea.il supplies of various vegetables to the 
9 terminal markets • 

Quantities of'various fruit consigned bt rail to the 
municipal auction markets and other marketing 

agencies, respectively, at the 9 terminal markets, 

Quantities of various vegetables consigned by rail 
to the municipal auction markets and other marketing 
agencies respectively, at the 9 terminal markets. 

Leading magisterial districts and principal con
signing stations from which various fruit were 
railed to the 9 terminal markets. 

Leading magisterial districts and principal con
signing stations from which various vegetables were 
railed to the 9 terminal markets. 

Quantities of various fruit railed to each of the 9 
terminal markets. 

Quantities of various vegetables railed to each of the 
9 terminal markets, 
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ANNEXURE TABLE 4 A TOTAL RAIL CONSIGNMENTS OF VARIOUS FRUIT TO THE 
NINE (1 TERMINAL M.Ai.1.KETS, 1947 /48. 

Kind of 
fruit 

Kind and gross 
weight of con

tainer 

Apples••·••••••••··••••••••• bu.box, 50 lbs. 

Avocados • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • trey, 

Granadillas •••••••.•.•••••.• tray, 

12½ lbs. 

a½ lbs. 

Mangos•··•···••••••••·••·•·• tray, 12½ lbs. 

Papnws ...................... Std. box 21 lbs. 

Pineapples••···········•·••• Std.box 40 lbs. 

Bananas••·•••••••••·•·••••·• Crate 225 lbs. 

• 

Total rail re
ceipts at the 
nine terminal 

markets 

Number 

1,234,516 

326,363 

109,653 

722,966 

l,2J.l,067 

4.43,461 

147,721 

1) Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria, Bloemfontein, Port 
Elizabeth, Pietermaritzburg, East London, Kimberley. 
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ANNEXU rlE T .tBLE 4 B TOT.AL RAIL CONSIGNMENTS OF VARIOUS VEGETABLES TO 
THE NINE (1 TERMINAL l\JI.ARKETS, 1947 /48. 

Kind of 
vegetable 

Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

LZZX::S±±21Ez... -:--e 

Kind and gross 
weight of 
contniner 

pets. 38 lbs • 

Onions • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • bags 125 lbs. 

Cauliflowers • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • bags 83 lbs. 

Cabbages •........ • • • • • • • • • • • • • bags 103 lbs. 

Green beans ••••••••·•·••·•···· pets. 2o½ lbs. 

Green peas••••···•··•·••·•···· pets. 2Q½,lbs. 

Pumpkins 

Tomatoes 

• • • ♦ • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • • e • 

...................... 
bags 163 lbs. 

std.box 17½ lbs. 

Squashes••·•·•······•••······• bags 133 lbs. 

Sweet potatoes •••..•••••..•..• bngs 123 lbs. 

±±±12 t ===--

Total rail receipts 
at the nine terminal 

markets 

Number 

7,264,644 

321,001 

47,113 

36,l, 560 

.91, 717 

616,839 

210,962 

117,738 

163,938 

1) Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria, Bloemfontein, Port 
Elizabeth, Pietcrmaritzburg, East London, Kimberley. 
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i 
\ 
\ 

ANNEXUR.E TABIE ,1 0 •~ ANI'ITIFB OF V.A.RIOUS FRIJIT CONSIGNED BY RAIL TO(e) 
MUNI0IP AL "UCTION M.ARKETS AND (b) OTHER MARKETING 
.AGENCIES AT THE JOHANNESBURO,CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, DURBAN ,PIETERMARITZ3URO, PORT ELIZABET 
EAST IDND0N AND KIMBERLEY TERMINAL MARKETS, 1947 /48. 

Kind of 
fruit 

Apples, bu. box 

.ri.VOcados, tray 

Orana.dillas, tray 

Mangoes, tray 

Papaws, std. box 

:Pineapples. std. 

Bananas, crate 

Apples 

Avocado•· 

Gra.nadillas 

Mangoes 

Papaws 

Pineapples 

I3ananae 

au 

box 

£ZS w 

Receipts by 
~~-2r..-i:-·-=--a,·r~,--...,..,..-

Mmioipa.l 
auction 
market 

869,,137 

275,130 

81,168 

648, ,~15 

995,694 

192,178 

47,302 

Other 
marketing 
agencies 

374,879 

60,233 

28, ,186 

74,510 

217,375 

251,275 

100,419 

~~291"' . .........-~·.~ ~ ........... ~~ 

Total 

1,234,316 

326,365 

109,665 

722,956 

1,.211,067 

443,451 

147,721 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

69.6 30.,1 100 

8Ll.6 15.4 100 

7,1.9 26.0 100 

89.7 10.3 100 

82.1 17.9 100 

43.3 56. 7 100 

32.0 68.0 100 

SU& 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 281 -

.tt,NlJEXUrlE TADLE 4 D QUANTITIF.8 OF VARIOUS VEOETADLES CONSIGNED BY .cUIL TO 
(a) MUNICIP~L .cUJCTION MAnKETS i1.ND (b) OTHER M.iUiKETINO 
AGENCIES AT THE ,JOHANNESBUrlO, C~U>E TOWN, Pn.ETORIA, 
DLOEMFONTEIN, OORD~, PIETEl?.M.iilltTZI3UHO, PORT ELIZABETH 
EAST !ONOON AND KIMBE.L-iLEY TE~INAL MARKETS, 1947 /48. 

Heceipts by 

Kind of Municipal Other 
vegetable auction marketing 

market agencies Total 
l.."Sa,.:.--~-~ -- .'"'S:-~ ........ ~:-T-··-..- ..... ~-.~=11r.,~~~ 

Number of containers 

Potatoes, pets. 5,969,589 1,286,055 7,264,644 

Onions, bags 281,973 39,028 321,001 

Cauliflower, bags 45,250 1,863 47,113 

Onbbages, bags 352,977 11,583 364,660 

Green beans, pets. ,173, 222 18, ,195 ,191, 717 

'Green peas, pets. 592, 8,15 23,994 616,839 

Pumpkins, b3gs 190,807 £0,156 210,962 

Tomatoes, std. box 3,239,715 225,533 3,465,248 

Squashes, bags 114,086 3,652 117,738 

Sweet potatoes, bags 169,745 4,193 163,938 

==t·. 

Percentage of total rail receipts 

Potatoes 82.3 17.7 100 

Onions 87.8 12.2 100 

Cauliflowers 96.0 4.0 100 

Cabbages 96.8 3.2 100 

Green beans 96.2 3.8 100 
I 

Green peas 96.1 3.9 100 

Pumpkins 90.4 9,6 100 

Tomatoes 93.5 6.5 100 

Squashes 96.9 3.1 100 

Sweet potatoes 97.4 2.6 100 
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-ANNEXURE TABLE 4 E LEADING MAGISTERIAL DIST.RIOTS AND PRINCIPAL 
CONSIGNING STATIONS FROM WHICH VARIOUS FRJIT 
WERE RAILED TO THE NINE TERMINAL MA:ffiCETS (1 

Kind 
of 

fruit 

Apples 

Avocados , 

.........._ 

1.1 l'bh ...... 'illa.s 

Mangoes 

Pa.pa.we 

Pineapples 

Lea.ding 
magisterial 
districts 

Uniondale,CoP. 
Oaledon, C,P. 
Oaorge, C.P, 

Letaba, Tvl. 

Dlrban, Natal 
Nelsprui t, Tvl • 

Let_aba., Tvl, 
Nelspruit, Tvl. 

Barberton, Tvl, 

Letaba., Tvl, 

Barberton, Tvl. 

Leto.be., Tvl, 

Barberton, Tvl .. 
Nelsprui t, Tvlo 

Bathurst, O.P. 

.Albany, 0 , P • 
Ea.st London,C.P, 

•Lourenco Marques, 
P,E.A. 
Port Shepstone, 
Natal 
Durban, ratal 

1947 /48. 

Proportion 
that sup
plies from 
each district 
represented 
of total 
supplies 
railed to the 
nine terminal 

markets. 

Percentage 

29, 5 
5.0 

55,9 
25.4 

58.7 

-
Principal 
consign
ing 
stations 
Within 
the 
1€:ading 
districts 

t= 

Juubertina 
Elgin 
Oamfer 

Poli tsi 
Tzaneen 
Duiwelskloof 
Dur-ban 
Wbi te P,i ve:r 

Tzfu"leen 
Nelsprui t 
White River 
Kanpmuiden 

Tzaneen 
Letaba 
Malelene 
Hectnrspruit 

Letsltele 
Tzaneen 
Kaapmuiden 
Mata.ffin 

Trappesvalley 
Martindale 
Orahrunstow11 
East London 

Proportion that 
quantity 

railed from eao 
consigning 
station repre,-. 
sented of 
total rail re
cei pts at the 
terminal 
markets 

Percentage 

55.5 
13.9 

5. 8 

22.6 
15.3 
12.3 
26,4 
1.1 

39.1 
11.9 

6.9 
2,9 

20.3 
10.s 
:.479 

9,3 

33.1 
608 

17.2 
5.1 

Lourenco Marques, 58. 7 
P .,Et Ao 
Port Shepstone, 15~1 
!fatal 
Durban 10~0 

' 

l) Johannesrurg, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria., Bloemfon~ein, ~ort Elizabeth, 
Pietermaritzburg, East London, Kimberley. ~ 
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..UJllJEXURE T.ABEL 4 F IEi~DINO rJl~IST.ffiHitl.i DISTRIGT3 AND PRINCIPAL CON9IG:ENG 
STATIONS FRO:-J'.t WHICH VARIOUS VE:JETABLF.$ WERE PJ1.ILED TO 

THE NINE 'I'ERt'\JIIN.tiL M .. iRKETS l);, 19·,17 /48~ 

■L lll:l __ .__.._.._as::as-=.;i,;;1:..=,;,=,,;:;:; .. ~-~ZSL,~~ag;;~ll!'l+&aaza..a;;g.:· ~.p;,:;r.-4.GS~:s;;,g,a;;s.~.-7~~~~~J:~~--" =&~~ £T"l"'R 

Kind 
of 

vegetable 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Cauliflowers 

Cabbages 

Green Beans 

Green Peas 

Pumpkins 

~omatoes 

Leading 
magisteriaJ. 
district 

Bethal, TvL, 

Wi tbank, ~IL 
Ermelo, Tvlo 
Harrismith,O~F~S~ 

Oaledcn, o.,p ... 

Pretoria, rl'v'l.,. 
Johannesburg,Tvl~ 
Worcester, 0 eP. 

Weenen, Natal 
Ui tenhage, 0 'ip. 
Nelspruit, Tvl. 

I 

Joha.nnesburg~ Tvl, 

Nelsprui t, Tvlo 

Barberton, Tvl~ 

Oaledon, O,P. 

Barberton, Tvl. 

Nelsprui t_) Tvl. 
Letaba, 'IVL, 

Nelspruit, Tvl. 

Betha.l, Tvle 
Belfast, Tvl,, 
Letaba1 TvL, 

Betha.ls Tvle 

OroblersdaljTvl .. 
Wi tban.1:c, 'Tvl~ 
Springs, Tvl,, 

Barberton, ':'vle 

Letab~, 'IVlc 

Nelsprui t, TvJ. .. 

Zoutpansberg,Tvl~ 

Proportion P!"incipal Proportion 
that sup- C'or:.signing that quantity 
plies from stations railed from 
each dis- u:. thi .. n each con-
trict repre-- the si~n~.!'l.g . , ·~cr-
sented of 1··,1ad.tng /. ;··-. :,1 2-~):'.:0-
tota'.- su:p- district serited :):J. 
pli&s roi:.ec: t.otal ':r-ail . 
to the nine :;:•cceipts at 
tei·rdnal the nine te!'-
ffiarket::i min al markets 

Percentage 

15~7 

8!)8 
6~0 
6.,2 

49r2 

6cl 
,3".> 5 
2~9 

59~4 
lloO 

6,..1 
2,A 

53o4 

10Q2 

7~6 

4J.o9 

l3c8 
2,3 

J.2o3 

9., 6 
6"9 
606 

14~8 

llo9 
603 
5.,3 

34,..2 

28~2 

13cl 

7o3 

Bet.i-1a.l 
Kir .. ro3u 
Le~:Lle 
Oogiee 
Da:-vel 
Wc:."'dE,n 

Chledon 
Elgi:1 
Ectrivier 
PyrB.r}~.d 
]{·;LC~n.e 

Worcester 

Weenen 
Uitonhage 
Godwin Ri .. ~.'"el" 

Kti•ze:cne 

Mate.ffin 
Schngen 
Barberton 
Malela..'11.e 
Elgin 

!aapnniden 
l'Ia.1elane 
Kn:c'ino 
Letsi tele 

Schagen 
Ne:Gprul t 
Dethru. 
Airli€. 
~ .•. ,._)keetsi 

LesJ.if) 
Betha.1. 

'Mal."'1.Jlc HalJ. 
o~giee 
Delmas 

Kaapmuiden 
Malela..'1e 
Letsitele 
Tzanecn 
Ko.rino 
Schagen 
W.opa.."D. 

Percentage 

9"2 
-31)8 
2~6 
5r.:O 
4o1 
2,;6 

24 .. 8 
607 
5:-7 
3,;5 
3,5 
2o4 

59e~ 
lOo9 

2c3 
2:)4 

29:,7 
s.o 
3o4 
3o3 
3o 7 

26("2 
7,,9 
2®5 
4ol 

21)5 
L .. 7 
1.,8 
Oo5 
L,7 

11,,~ 
3t-2 
Oo9 

1506 
llc.8 

9~7 
3o7 
5c6 
2., 7 
5,4 
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ANNEXURE TABLE 4 1 ( Oon td. ) 

Kind 
of 
vegetable 

Squashes 

Sweet potatoes 

= 

Leading 
magisterial 
district 

Barberton,Tvl. 

Letaba, Tvl. 
Qroblersda.l,Tvl. 
Pilgrimarest,Tvl. 

Nelsprui t, Tvl. 
George, O,P • 

Barberton,Tvl. 
East London,O.P, 

Ji 

Proportion 
that sup
pll-,e :trea 
each die
trict repre
sented of to
tal supplies 
railed to the 
nine terminal 

¥4 

market 

~ercentage 

12.6 
9.0 

Principal 
consigning 
stations 
Within 
the 

leading 
district 

Kaa.pmuiden 
M6lalane 
Letsitale 
Marble Hall 
.,cornhoak 

Nelspruit 
George 
Groot Brak Rl'far 
Barberton 
East London 

Proportion 
that quan
tity railed 
from each 
consigning 
station re-
presented 
of total rai 
receipts at 
the nine 
terminal 
markets 

Percentage 

7.5 
12.4 

4.6 
12.5 

9.0 

2 fitSJWWW i == -e. . . fl 

1) Johannesburg, Cape Town, !Alrban, Pr0toria, Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, 
Pietermarltzburg, East London, Kimberley. 

\ 
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ANNEXURE TABLE 4.~. QUANTITIES OF VARIOUS FRUITS RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, CAPETOWN, PRETOR[A, DURDAN, BLOEMFONTEIN, EAST LONDON, PO~T ELIZABETH, KIH8ERLEY AND 
?IETERl'lARITZBURG TERMINAL MARKETS, RES?ECTIVELY1 l947/48. 

Kind TERMINAL MARKETS 
of 

Fruit Johannesburg Cape Town Pretoria Durban Bloemfontein East London Port E Lizabeth Kimberley Pieter111arihburg Total Rail Keceipts 
-------------- - - -------

Nu~ber of Containers 

ApplQs, bu.box 50 lbs •••••••••• 3141976 ll l, 342 5~,525 70,435 39,370 33,101 5691925 18,235 27,607 1,234,316 
Avocados, tray 12½ lbs ••••••••• l54,987 66,638 59, 138 464 13, 144 15,598 8,529 5,750 1, 120 325,363 
Granadillas, tray I½ lbs ••••••• 71,321 18,429 8,830 1,B7C 3,499 174 .2,630 965 1,915 119,653 
Hangoes, tray, 12½ lbs ••••••••• 350,686 183,474 ~ 89,25C 8,852 35,228 14,6«) 29,982 2,665 9,138 722,955 
Papaws, std.box 21 lbs . •......• 672,814 20e,, 799 181,673 2,853 69,126 1,275 35,393 23,189 15,945 1,211,067 
Pineapples, std.box 40 lbs ••••• 116,290 60,275 17, 194 605 12,095 335 238,963 6,517 1,177 443,451 
Bananas, crate 225 lbs . .......• 75,878 38,541 12,435 1,684 4,774 1,633 9,945 2,736 95 L47, 721 

----------
Percentage of Total Rail Receipts 

Apples ••.••••••.••••••••••••••• 24. 7 9.1 4.8 5. 7 3.2 2. 7 46. 2 1.s 2.2 LOO 
Avocados ••••••••••••••••••.•••• 47.6 20.5 18. 2 2 4.0 4.8 2.6 1.i 3 100 
Granadillas •••••••••••••••••••• 65.0 16.i i.1 1. 7 3. 2 2 2.4 9 1.1 100 
Mangoes •••••••••••••••••••••••• 48.5 25.2 12-3 1.2 4.9 2.0 4.2 4 1. 3 10I 

Papaws••••···•················• 55.6 17.2 15.t 2 5.7 2 2., 1. 9 1. 3 100 
Pineapples ••••••.•••••••••••••• 24.t 13.6 3.9 1 2. 7 - 53.9 1. 5 3 100 
Bananas •••••••••••••••••••••••• 51. 4 26.1 ~.4 1.1 3. 2 1.1 6.7 1. 9 1 100 

x To read 182,474 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



ANNEXURE TAGLE 4.H. QUANTITlES OF VARIOUS VEGETABLES RAILED TO THE JOHANNESBURG, CAPETOWN, ~ETORIA, DURGAN, BLOEMFONTEIN, EAST LONDON, PORT ELIZABETH, KIMBERLEY AND 
PIETERHARITZBURG TERMINAL MARKETS, RESPECTIVELY, l947µi. 

- ---- - - -- . ·--- ------ - --·-· - - - -------- ·- --- - --- -- ----------------- -------- -- - ------- - ·- --· --- -- - --- -- ---- ------- - -====:==----------====--------
K irld 
of 

Vegetable 

Potatoes, pets. 38 lbs ••••••••••• 
Onions, bags l23 lbs ••••••••••••• 
Cauliflowers, bags 83 lbs •••••••• 
Cabbages, bags lC3 lbs ••••••••••• 
Green beans, pcts.20½ lbs •••••••• 
Green peas, pcts.2G½ lbs ••••••••• 
Pumpkins, bags l63 lbs ••••••••••• 
Tomatoes, std.box l7½ lbs •••••••• 
Squashes, bags l33 lbs ••••••••••• 
Sweet potatoes, bags l23 lbs ••••• 

Potatoes ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Onions ••••••••••.••••••••••.••••• 
Cauliflower ••••••••.••••••••••••• 
Cabbages ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Green beans •••••.•••••••••••••••• 
Green peas ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pumpkins ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tomatoes •••••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Squashes ••··-··•··•····•····•·•• 
Sweet potatoes •••••••••••••••••• 

Terminal Markets ---------------------------------------- ·-- - --- --- -- - -- -··- - ---- -
Johannesburg Cape Town 

2 ,~06, 736 
120,747 

3,003 
175,671 
194,898 
27i,2-37 
114,859 

1,636,066 
26,990 
45,537 

38.7 
37.i 
6.4 

48. 2 
39.6 
45. 1 
54.4 
47.2 
22.9 
21.i 

1,465,925 
86,108 
2,998 

62,622 
l08, 446 
106,8C! 
17,445 

727,644 
36,669 
45,457 

20.2 
26.6 
6.4 

11.2 
22.1 
17. 3 
•• 3 

21.c 
31.1 
21.1 

Pre tor fa 

393,657 
12,66e 

99 
34 I 183 
56,485 
47,481 
12,461 

351,410 
10,771 
24,386 

5.4 
3., 

.2 
9.4 

11.s 
1.1 
5.9 

10.1 
9. 2 

14.9 

Durban 8loe1fontein Ea,t London Port £Lizabeth Kimberley Pietermaritzburg Total Rail Receipts 

,.~.~ .. •04 
H.M3 
2~,800 
45,678 
341 334 

131,469 
36,731 

263,193 
31,422 
1s,,si 

270,058 
4,359 
3,525 

18,889 
35,567 
11,345 
6,873 

127,441 
2,727 

rn.04e 

221,887 
5, 191 

576 
1,296 
3,552 
2,207 
3,592 

17,40 
1,066 

20 

Percentage of Total Rail Receipts 

21. 3 
19.7 
56.9 
12.5 
1.0 

21. 3 
17.4 
7.6 

26. 7 
3.6 

3. 7 
1.4 
7.5 
5.2 
1.2 
1.-1 
3.3 
3. 7 
2-3 

11.1 

3. 1 
1.6 
1.2 
.4 
.. 7 
< 4 

1. 7 
.s 
.9 

163,533 
10,370 
3,558 
2,485 

28, 3C2 
12,085 
i,151 

128,332 
1,237 
8,081 

2. 3 
3.2 
7.6 
.6 

5.8 
2.1 
3.9 
~7 
1.1 
4.9 

117,403 
5,157 
1,756 
9,350 

18,678 
13,118 
4, 182 

93, 161 
3,333 
4,027 

1., 
1.6 
3. 7 
2.6 
3.e 
2.1 
1.9 
2.1 
a.a 
2.5 

270,341 
13,231 
4,798 

14,386 
11,455 
14,068 
6,668 

120,554 
3,523 

12,424 

3. 7 
4.2 

10.1 
3.9 
2.3 
2.3 
3.2 
3.S 
3.0 
7.6 

7,254,644 
321,001 
47,113 

364,560 
49l,717 
616,839 
210,962 

3,465,241 
117,738 
163,938 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
101 
100 
100 
100 
100 

e 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



- 286..,. 

A N ll. E ~JJ B E 5 

A;JPROXIMATE RAIL AND IDAD SUF?LIES C,-. VEOETABLBS 
TO THE 9 TEii.l'\ITNAL MARKID'S 
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AHNE Xu Hj .. .2. 

A?PROXIMATE PROPOrlTION THAT RAIL AND ROAD AR.RIVALS WEHE OF THE VOWME OF 
VAill:OUS VEGETABLES SOLD ON THE JOHANNESBU RO, OAPE:rOWN, DURBAN, PRETORIA, 
BLOEMFONTEIN, PO~,T ELIZABETH, PIETERMAiUTZBURO AND EAST LONDON l41NICIPAL 

AUCTION rr~\.HKEI'S, 1947 /48. 

===· == ll2 JS L 

Arrivals by 

Kind of Vegetable Road 

Percentage of total sales 

Potatoes ................... 2J..8 78.2 

Onions ···················~· ro.o 70.0 

Cnuliflowers ............... 89.9 10.1 

Oabbagcs ................... 39.8 60.2 

Green beans ................ 41. 6 58. 5 

Green peas •••••••••••••••• 38.6 61.4 

Tomatoos ................... 36.7 64.3 

Sweet --potatoes ........... 4. 46.3 53.7 

0 z 
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AJLN;.XUB.i 6 

ijEJ.,i+T;tO.l@l;l~ .. FOR WHOLFAALE FRESH FRIIT AND Y.E_GE';r.4BLE 
FIM 

Anncxure F.i.gure 6 A 

Annexure Figure 8 B 

An.nexure Figure 6 0 

.Annexure Figure 6 D 

Annexure Figure 6 E 

Annexure Figure 6 F 

Operating expenses related to sales. 

Wsges and salaries (exol~ng owner.a.), related 
to ealea. 

Nett profit related to sales • 

Oapital employed related to sales. 

Wages and a alaries as a percentage of gross 
profit. 

Nett profit as a pero~ago of gross pro.fit. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



25 

150 

50 

Op~rating expenses £ 

I 
r"',1· 

---- I 

v~ 

ANNEXURE FIGURE 6 A: OPERATING EXPENSES RELATED TO SAL]S: 28 
WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE FIH\11S, LOCATED IN JOHANNES
BURG, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEVIFONTEIN, 1947/48. 

Operating expenses per £1,000 sales varied widely and 
irregularly but tended to decrease as sales increased. 

•Operating Expenses per £1,000 of sales • 

.J v--------

~ 
CD 
CD 

I 

to._, _____ , ___ .....,!_ ________ . ______ . ________________ __,_ _________ _L__ _______ ~ J_ 
40 100 140 180 220 

Sales {'OOO omitted} 
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Wages and' salaries £ 
80 .-

60 

40 \1 
t 

20 

I 

I 

v~ 

Al'TNEXURE FIGURE 6 B : W.AGES .AND S.ALJ\RIES (EXCLUDING 
OWNERS) REL.:~TED TO S.ALES: 28 "WHOLES.ALE FRUIT 
AND VEGET.LlBLE FIRiVIS LOC.L\ TED IN J"OH.ANNESBURG~ 
CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEIVIFON'IBIN, 194?/48. 

Wages and salaries per £1,000 of sales varied 
irregularly. 

Wages and salaries per £1,000 of sales 

------------------

f\) 
CD 
\.0 

10. \ -·-----------40 80 120 160 2?n .._v 

Sal6s ('OOO omitted}. 
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Nett profit £ 
250 ,-~-

200 

1.00 

) 

\ I 

'\ r~. ,1 
:! 
•' • ,I 

f, . \ I , 

\ // \/\ 
~/ \ \ 

' v~ 
0 40 

----
80 

.fJ'IlfJUURE FIGURE 6 C: NETT PROFIT ( INCLUDING Sil.UiRIES TO 
OWNERS') REL;.TED TO SALES: 26 WHOLESALE FRUIT 
..iND VEGEr.ll.BLE FI R\-1S LO CL.TED IN JOHLNI'IE3BJRG

1 
C.APE TOWN', PRETORL".:. .:..rm BLO.ElVIFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

~lthough nett profit per £1,000 sales varied 
irregularly it tended to decrease as sales 
increased. 

Nett profit per £11 000 •f sales 

v-----

l 

8 
I 

120 

Sales ('OOO omitted) 

160 200 
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200 Capital employGd £ r . 

160 

120 

~-
/ '\ 

\ 
;, I\ 

-~ /~ \ 
4 0 i I I\ //\ ___ ! · \ - fl/ - ;' ~ I \ 

w} 1 \\· , 

0 ·----- ---------·-• 
40 80 

l:a.NNEXURE FIGURE 6 D : CAPITAL EMPLOYED PER £1,000 OF 
SALES REL.,\.TED TO S.ALES: 28 WHOLFSL.LE FRUIT .AND 
VEGETi:.BLE FIRMS LOCi;.TED IN JOH::..NNESBJRG, CAPE 

TOWN, PRETORIL. L.ND BLOENlFONTEIN, 1947 /48. 

Al though capital employed varied widely and 
irregularly it tended to increase with sales. 

trapital 

I \ / 

employed p6r £1 1 000 of sales. 

I 
l\'.) 
co 
I-' 

t 

\ /-----------~---
\ / 
\ / 

V 

120 

______ J 
220· 

(Sales {'000 omitted) 
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Percentag6 
80 .t 

I 

l 

I 
I 

I 

l 
j 

I 
f 

. JI\/'✓ 
~ _J~ l , . 
j , 
i 
' I 

/' 

I 

,,,.-,-

------·--------~--
0 40 

.b.NNEXURE FIGURE 6 E: WLGES .i~D SAL.ARIES (EXCLUDING OWNERS') 
~SA PEHCENT~GE OF GROSS PROFIT: 27 WHOLESALE 
FRUIT AND VE~TABLE FIRMS LOCLTED IN JOHANNES
BURG, GAPE TOWN, PRETORL'. AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 
1947/48. 

Wages and salaries as a percentage of th€ 
gross profit varied irregularly. 

Wages and salari ES expressed as a percent a~ of 
gross profit. 

~ co 
l'v 

I 

1,------------------------------ ------, 

s_o' -------------rto

sa16s ( 1 000 omitte1) 

___ t 
160 

l 22·0 
• 
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80 Percentage 

60 __ 

40 

✓ 
20 

_______________ J.._ _____ -------·---·· -------

~ 40 80 

1l.NHEXURE FIGURE 6 F: NETT PROFIT INCLUDING SALL.RIES TO 
OWJ:J:ERS EXFRESSED .l:..S ll. P .r!BCENTAGE OF GROSS PROFIT! 
2 6 WHOLES.ALE FRUIT l~ND VEGETl~ BLE FI HVIS, LDC! ... TED IN 
JOHi .. .NNESIDRG,CAF'E TOVN,PRETORI.l. AND BLOEVIFONTEIN, 

1 1947 /48. 

Wide variations characterised the percentage 
that nett profit was of gross profit. 

Nett profit expressed as a ~rcentage of gross profit. 

------------ _ l____ t ---······-----·J. 
120 160 22 0 

~ 
~ 

r 

Sales ('OOO omitted) 
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A..li. N.~ _X_ U JlL.-1. 

NATIONAfJ:IX. OF o~ 

.Annexure Table 7 A a Wholesale Produce Firms. • 

.Anne:xure Table 7 B I Market Agents. 

Annexure Table r/ 0 I Retail Fresh Produ.OQ- .&tores. 

Annexure Table 7 D I Hawkers. 
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JU:NEXlJRE TABLE 7 A NATIONALITY OF OWNERBFIP a 47 WHOLESALE FRF,SH 

Nationall ty 

Indian 

Greek 

Syrian 

Jewish , 

Afrikaner 

Itnlinn 

Totru. 

Indian 

Greek 

Syrian 

Jewish 

Afrikaner 

Total 

FRJIT AND VEGETABLE FIRMS LOCATED .AT JOFANNES-
BURG, CA.PE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEMFONTEIN, 19,17 / 48. 

Number of Wholesalers 
M't'e':"W'~--=----.....-~~~-~... ---- -411 • ~ 

Total 
Johannes- Cape Pretoria Bloemfon-

bp_rg _ J.OJ/A---------~~-t&.tn...,. __ ..,..,_ ......... __ r-w-____ _ 

23 

23 

100.0 

-

100.0 

2 

6 

10 

l 

2 

l 

l 

15 

Percentage 

66.7 

100.0 

66. 7 

6.7 

-
6.7 

6.7 

100.0 

1 

2 

3 

100.0 

37 

4 

2 

2 

1 

l 

47 

78.7 

8.5 

4.3 

100.0 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

 
 
 



ANNEXURE TABLE 7 B NATION.ALITY OF 0vii}TEHSPIPa 59 MARKET AGEMTS 
100.\TED .AT JOHANNF.,SBU~, CAPE TOWN, PRErORIA 
AND BWEMFONTEIN, 19,17 /48 

Number of Market Agents 
Nationality ______ ...,..:r_........,. ....... -.... ~~-.... ~ Totl)l 

Johannes- Cnpe Bloemfon-
___..... .. --.......... ------~~-----..... IF-.ro.J~ ,Ere.,torl,,a. . .....t.e~ll'¥.n~---~---· _ __, __ 

JeWish 

Afrikaner 

English 

Syrian 

Greek 

Italian 

Portugese 

Total 

Jewish 

Afrikaner 

English 

Syrian 

Greek 

Italian 

Portugese 

Total 

22 

9 

3 

-
1 

1 

36 

25.0 

8.3 

-
- . 

2.8 

2.8 

100.0 

5 

2 

.... 

11 

Percentage 

36.4 

•:15. ,1 

18.2 

-

1 l 

5 l 

l 

7 

71.,1 

-
1-'1.3 

2 

l 

5 

20.0 

20.0 

.. 10.0 

20.0 

-

100.0 100.0 100.0 

28 

20 

6 

3 

1 

l 

l 

59 

8.6 

sa 

1.7 

1.7 

1.7 

100.0 
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AN'NEXURE TABLE 7 C NATIONALITY OF 0\7NERSHIP1 331 .REI'AIL FRESH 
FRUIT A..l\JD VEGETABLE FIRMS, LOCATED AT JOHAN
NESBURG, O.APE TOWN, PRETORIA AND BLOEl~FONTEIN, 
1947 /48. 

-------1,.a--• •--·-•-• ____ a,_ ____ _.~,.-•-•..,.----·•••*-----____ _.. _ _... .... ____ _ 

Number of Retailers 
Nationality Total 

Johannes- Cape Pretoria Bloemfon-
.................. b.,urg ... ,._. ~al.--~-----~ 

Greek 33 

Indian 1,1 

.tt.friknner 3 

Portugese 28 

Jewish 11 

Syrinn 3 

English 6 

Chinese 1 

Total 99 

Greek 33.·& 

Indian 14.2 

Afrikaner 3.0 

Portugese 28.3 

Jem.sh 11.1 

Syrian 3.0 

English 6.1 

Chinese 1.0 

Total 100.0 
SA· WC 

27 

.i:.18 

5 

2 

13 

7 

8 

-
110 

Percentage 

24.6 

43.6 

4.5 

1.8 

11.s 

6.4 

7.3 

2 .. 1 

22 

14 

8 

3 

5 

,1 

80 

30.0 

Z?.5 

17. 5 

10.0 

3.8 

6.1 

5.0 

100.0 100.0 

11 

-
21 

-
4 

5 

l 

42 

26.2 

95 

84 

45 

38 

31 

20 

19 

1 

331 

28.7 

50.0 13.0 

11.5 

11.9 6.0 

0.3 

100.0 100.0 
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ANNEXUR.E TABLE 7 D NATIONALITY OF O\VNF.RSFIP t 128 FRESH FRJIT 

Nationality 

Oape Coloured 

Indian 

.rl.frikaner 

Native 

Polish 

AND VEG ET iWLE FAWKERS LOCATED AT, JOPANNF..,S
BURO, CAPE TOWN, PHETOlU:A AND BLOEMFONTEIN 
1947/48. 

Number of Hawkers _,_...._ __ w~-..,.,,.,,--- ....,...,___ Total 
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