Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



— /37987 ﬂ\?‘%—sm“\i ha AJ
oo uds . T | '*7

19 July 1224

seur Comrad: Frosident

The United Jemocratic Front - a bread alliance of p011L1ca1, workor,
wonien, youth, religious, sport, professional and civic ardanidaticns
of the peopic of South ~frica - has follewed closely and with orave
concaern events of the Tast Tew wonths in ohe Southern African recion.
And becaus? of the central role in which Jlozainhique has featurod 2
are determined to communicate our views on sonie of the issues to vou
ard the necplc of wozambicue,

The Nkonati Accord aside tie reported assertion by the ozanbican
Liier of the 'ro, Comrace Sebasciad avotz, in an interview with
Picrre taski 7 i:uératicn, thai the Scuth African struagle is a0 o
civi] riwt*’ 15 ue nas nat only caused seasternation, it has alsne ot
found ac it geont s, 2. thepevore, wish to seok clarivis-
tion on uﬂi% STRtF?LnL ind a1so to statz our JiCJ on tue watter.

The South &frizee :tru~f3e, A5 yoL are no doult 2rare, is @ struccis
arainst colontatis s dlociy, coloniziisa 3 a soucisdl tipe. Ti1a C it
trywas initiaily invadged >y the b3eth ana later comprehensidbeton uer.”
oy the Enalish at the wurn of the century.

Then in 1915 Britain nuesad political povier into the hands of the hite
settler populetion acnainst the wisres of the other sections of the Hop-
ulation .Since ther hites have monopniisid the rule of this couniry
contending thenselvas with ghsvstematic and violent repression of e
aspirations of the other national oroups. This stace of affairs ro ains
unchanged even under the so-called rew coustitutional dispensation.

It is, therefore, abindantly clear that the peesent regime is not the
agovernment of the people of South Africa but onc arbitrarily installed
by imperialist countries. Its express role is to check our people's
resistance against the exploitation of the human and mineral resources
of the country. Obviously such a government has no legitdmate to govern
over the people of South Africa.

2/ ceeeannnnnnn
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To suggest, therefore, as Comrade Mabote's reported sentiments does,
that the South Afr1can struggle 1is a mere civil rights affair is

to mistakenly lend legitimacy and credibility to a minority colonial
regime. And we cannot chject in the strongest of terms.

Let us, however, haster to remark that the South African strugqle,
Tike all other struggles, has both national and international dimen-
sions. And to that extent freedom and peace-loving pronle around the
vorld - and that includes the people of Mozambique - have a role in
it as well. CEut the prinacy of the role of South Africans must al-
ways becogoignisad and respected.

It is our viaw, that in the strugcles that are being waged anainst
erpression, 2xntoitation and imperialist nlunder.the noorles of the
rarticular countries ir .hich thes2 stiruggles are being waged must
anjoy the right tc deteriine for themselves the conditions and inter-
nrete the nature and stznes throuch which siah strugales qo.
t was in this spirit tzat throughout the Mozamhican struagle South
Africans rr_f'*ame'4 fro1 interpreting for ilozambican their strugqle,
ui, instead, uonuv“-;_ thanselves with teking thz cue, in the final
cnalysis, fro. Troii o i3 the spearhead of that steuels, Obyiously
triis is correct beuzuse 1h is only as itha oppressed and exploited
ses carry Lz rocconzidility for their froedon tied what freedos
ic von will benefic theo . This is valid for our country and her
pecple too. e shail a: rooiate clarification on this natter, Com-

rade President, 10 o zzponsz ig not correctly concoived,

Tinally, we satuts Tootito and thz zallant peornlo of ozambijue Tor
the nercic strucnle Tiie- waged 2zainst thuir PFJL!PIIL Portucuese
culonissrs. Lo chill Forcver show inspiraticn frow their perforsance.
Vour continuing strugclc against the countor revelutionary V“P, vhich
isonet on ounoee i crasent <Tiorts Lo ovs Meaba the cojonis?
after-effects of star.ction, disea poveriv, iiltcoracy, lack of

e,

tull backing tuo,
Jdozanbicar revoluticnd

Long live Freliumc, the i_aders anc people of lMozanbicue!

Long live the friendshic and co-ogeration of th» peopnles of South
ATrica and lwozambicue!

Long Tive the co-operaticon of Frontline states!
Long live the international struc~le against oporession and exploit-
ation!

Yours in the struggle for justice and peace.

HOSTUOA LEKRGTA
../\"T-nm |-lu| ll,I iYoLECRITAR
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JDF UNITES!

KHOTSO HOUSE
42 DE VILLIERS STREET
JOHANNESBURG

P.O. BOX 10366

TEL: 29-1916

29-1917

APARTHEID DIVIDES!

25 July 1984

The Prime Minister
Prime Minister's Office
MBABANE

Swaziland

Sir

The National Executive Council of the United Democratic Front has
followed with grave concern events of the last few months in South-
ern Africa and, in particular, the role that Swaziland has and con-
tinue to exert on trends surrounding the South African struggle.

Two issues - the secret land deal and the treatment of South African
refugees by your government - have constrained the National Executive
to instruct that your government be informed as follows below.

The people of South Africa were shocked to discover that the govern-
ment of Swaziland had concluded a secret deal two years ago - with

the minority government of our courtry. As we understand it the deal
was that the present government was to pass to Swaziland the consider-
ably large parts of Ingwavuma and Kwa-Ngwane to the Swaziland authori-
ties. With these parts would go those of our people who are settled

in them.

This offer, as you are no doubt aware, was made without consultation
with those people who were about to be stripped of their S African
citizenship and, above all, without consultation with the rest of
the people of South Africa. These arbitrary practices are a common
feature of the treatment of Black South Africans by the present
government of South Africa.

However, the clandestine dealings of Swaziland with Mr P W Botha's
government is a matter of deep disappointment to many S Africans
and, can only serve to lay the fourdation for mistrust and mutual
suspicion between our peoples in future. For instance, it is not
clear what commitments Swaziland made to the South African govern-
ment in exchange for such large chunks of S African territory as
Ingwavuma and Kwa-Ngwane,
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In the circumstances, it is not far-fetched to surmise, as many are
already doing, that the harassment of South African refugees, and
wholesale arrests and reported terture while in detention, of opp-
onents of the apartheid policies of the South African government by
Swaziland officials could only have been part of the agreements con-
cluded between you and S Africa. And this is plausible if one consi-
ders that the immediate objective of the South African government is
not only to stem the tide of our people's resistance but, in particu-
lar, to stamp out their establisred organisations. This is the obvious
demand the Nationalists would have tabled in your secret negotiations.

We can only hope that Swaziland ¢id not commit herself to fighting
side by side with the Apartheid rasters against our people. Such a
circumstance would not only viola:ze the Charter of the Organisation

of African Unity and U N Declaration of Human Rights but, it would
also undermine for a long time tc come co-operation, and peace between
and security for our respective gzoples.

[t is in the light of these sericus implications that the National
Executive Council wishes to urge your government, if only for the

sake of our respective peoples, A<rican unity and lasting world peace
to review 1ts position vis-a-vis the present S A government and, es-
pecially, the extent of its commizment to the present S African regime.

This letter is written with brutal frankness and deep sincerity and
it is hoped that it will be recei.ed in that spirit. Furthermore, we
shall appreciate it if clarification is forthcoming where our views
are not correctly ceoceived.

Thank you.

Sincerely
1!
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M-LEKOTA
PUBLICITY SEC2ITARY
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The Secretary
SWAPO KAMIBIA

Jear Comrades

We wish to make a follow up on the disicion between comrade Ja Toivo and lour
comrades, Lekota and Moosa at the Jan Smuts Airport on iiarch 8 1384 and the
subsequent telephonic contersation betweer myself and comrade hico Dassinger, ©On both
6n both occassions we proposed a meeting between the United Democratic Front

and the SWAPO of NAMIBIA.

Today four moths after the naitial discussion on the need for talks between
yourselves and ourselves it newnow our condidered opinion that the matter
has assumed even greater urgency. Apart from the need for an exchange of
views between nbwihndithe, cevelopments in our country and the challenges
facing us between now and the next five weeks impose on us the urgency of
this meeting. In a way, there exist an interconnection Setween our tasks
for the perioc stated above and your cwn work in particular, in Walvis Bay.

As you should know the United Democratic Front, an alliance of some six

hundred (600) workers, political, women, students, youth, religious, professionals,
services and etc. Organisations,ywas formed on August 20 1983, to oppose

the new schemes of the Apartheid Goverment of South Africa, intended to

entreanch minority reyémend exploitation. These defices include the new
constitution which provides separate parliaments for whites, Indians and

Colureds and the so called Koornhof bills/laws promulgated especially for

the Africans. These Mr. P. W. Botha the leader of the Nationalist Party

has presented to the people of South Africa and the worl as his brand of

reform.

UDF and millions ¢f its supporters contends that both the constitution of

and the Koornhof bills/laws are fer from being reforms. They are at best
consolidating white domination through a method of co - option of the

Coloured and Indida South Africans, whilst isolating the African majority

for the most ruthless forms of oppression. They are a well ochestrated

campaign to perpetuatdy deny political rights to the Africans and obliterate
completely any forms of legitimate opposstion. In terms of this "new constitution”,
even those political parties operating within goverment created structuwes will
become ineffective. The ratios are worked out in such a wagner that for

every four 84) Whites there will be two (2) €oloureds and one (1) Indian.

[20cunsn. cee
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........ . % Tar the Africans there is no representation at all. They are
BPAEe o, cxpress their political views in the reserves colled Homelands.

Siacc its foraation the UZF has been conducting a detrmined campaign to

fractrate the Goveriment plans by ensuring that our people do not support

thiase schemes. Tc this extent a massive anti election campaign is unfolding

ang will climac in mass anti election rallies throughout South Africa on

19 Aucust 1984, to .mch we invite conrade Ja Toivo as a speaker.

4

It has couie to our attentior that the Coloured community in Walvis Bay,

an ares fenerally accepted as part of Ramibia has decided to be part of

the Republic of South Africe end are currently being canvassed by the reactionzry
Labour Party to sypport the new constitution by voting on the 22nd of August
133%. In these circumstances, we would like to implore you to consider

address the problem of the Vlalbis Bay Colured community. Please do all in

your power to kalk the elections in that area. We have no least doubt in

our minds that participation in these elections by a minority of the oppresczd
in Walvis Bay would be a set back to both SWAPC and the UDF. For SWAPO

it will =mean a significant number of people publicly disassociating themselves
with the strucgle against South Africaths illezal occupation of Namibia. In
respect of the UDF particinséiongoby a mojority of th. Z2lured people in that
ragion will cive crecibility and legitimacy to the ethnic Coloured parliament.
Anart frem that it will create conditions of conflict between those partacipatin;
in these structures and the masses of cur peorle.

It is against thés backdron of the above infprmation and several other factors taazt
the United Democratic Front wishes to impress upon SWAPO the need for a neetinc,
Should our reguest meet (in particular that for e weetint) with your favourable
response we would prefer to meet you before elections for the tri - cameral
parlianent on 22 and 20 Auvcust 1884, Ve think that this meetino will have

‘ an added boost to our anti - election campaian.

we aee looking forward to nieetinc you!

Yours in the strucqle

POPO MOLEFE (SECRETARY GENERAL)
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Dear Sir

We enclose for your information a copy of a recently produced pub-
lication entitled "Repression in a time of 'reform'"

Since the publication of this booklet we have witnessed a stayaway
by some 500 000 workers in the TRansvaal on 5th and 6th November.
The stayaway was historic because the extent of co-operation between
all progressive organisations was hitherto unprecedented. The de-
mands of our organisations were heightened in this stayaway and it
gave a clear indication of the depth of resistance at grassroots
level.

Again, the government refused to heed the demands of our people.
They responded once more with heavy repression by detaining 15
people in the wake of the stayaway. Those detained are all from the
leadership of key organisations in the Transvaal and they are being
held under the dreaded Section 29 of the Internal Security Act which
allows for detention incommunicade for an indefinite period. There
are strong indications that the apartheid government is preparing
for a show trial through which they hope to prove that the stayaway
was the work of a handful of agitators. We know that those detained
had only dutifully represented the mandate of their organisations
at meetings of the Stayaway Committee.

The UDF believes it important that this injustice be challenged. We
appeal to you, as representative of a government committed to peace
and justice in South Africa, to once again add your voice in protest
against the manner in which the government is attempting to resolve
the present crisis.

We know that we, the organisations to which the detainees belong and
the families of the detainees can count on your support.

Yours faithfully

TREVOR MANUEL
ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES!

NATIONAL OFFICE

KHOTSO HOUSE

42 DE VILLIERS STREET
JOHANNESBURG

P.O. BOX 10366

TEL: 29-1916

29-1917

Thw Australlian Ambassador 31 October 1984
3rd Floor,

302 Standard Bank Chambers

Church Square

PRETORIA

Dear Madam/Sir

A11 dindications point to a deepening crisis in South Africa. The
government seems to be increasingly less willing to address the
just demands of our people and is becoming more reliant on repre-
ssive and para-military measures.

Thus, their refusal to address the demands of the Vaal Civic Assoc-
iation for affordable rentals and their refusal to accede to the
demands of high school students serve only to exacerbate the conflict.
Clearly, in the context of this conflict, military maneouvres like
Operation Palmiet amount to acts of bravado and not solutions to the
problem. The decision to allow Community Councillors to establish
their own police force must be seen in exactly the same light.

Democratic popular organisations like the UDF and its affiliates have
beern met vith teh same 'kragdadigheid'. Minister Le Grange's threat

to ban the UDF is an example of this. We beiieve that the threat was
not exectited only because it was inopportune for the governnent to

take such an arbitrary action at that point. However, we see the effect
of the threat played out in different ways. Firstly, more UDF officials
are being sought by the Security Police , possibly for a further wave
of detentions. Secondly, the government is now using its surrogate
bantustan leaders to execute Le Grange's threats. The UDF, COSAS and
AZASO have now been banned in the Transkei. More recently, Gatsha
Buthelezi's war-mongering indicate that more such acts might be in the

pipeline.

In essence, this amounts to full-scale war on the UDF and, indeed, on
the people of South Africa. A1l of this is geared to silencing the

democratic voice of the people.
The UDF urges you to bring these facts, and the context within which they

occur, under the attention of your government. We would highly appreciate
it if your government could voice their protest with the South African

governnent,
Thank you ir anticipaticn.
Yours faithfully

Trevor Manuel
Acting General Secretary

Presidents: Oscar Mpetha, Albertina Sisulu, Archie Gumede National Treasurers: Cassim Saloojee, Mewa Ramgobin
€astern Cap= President: Edgar Ngoyi National Publicity Secretary: Mosiuca ‘Terror’ Lekota

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



	Bewysstukke AJ49-54




