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The Transmission of Spirochaeta Theileri to 
a Blesbuck (Damaliscus A lbifrons). 

B:y \V. 0 . :1\ElTZ, B .Y. Sc ., Yeterimu-y R esearch Officer, 
On c1PrsiPpoort 

TuE pr~,;euce of spiroehaetes in antelopes ,,·as fir.~t <lescr.iherl by Druce 
a nrl hi s co-workers in a bu,;hhuck (Ttagelaph l! s scti jltus ) in Uganda 
(1911). 'J'oclrl an c1 \V olbac·h (1912) recorded the preseme of spiro
chartes in a roan antelope (HizJpotra.gus Pq1rinvs) in the Gamhin. 
Spiroch aetes were also found by Scln,·etz and Collart (1929) in blood 
smears of an antelope (Colms Tanloni) iu the Belgian Congo. 

Dodd (190G) came to the condusion that tl1e blood spirochaetes 
founcl in hm<"ie~ and shet>p <HP irleutical ''"ith Sp. theileti of cattle. 

ln o:rcler to a,.;certain \l·heth er ante.l opes are ~ ll ci<" eptihle to Sp. 
theileri a splenectomized blesbuck which had lwen experimentally 
infected with Ana:plasma 'marginale \Y>h utilized. Bloorl smears from 
t his animal had been examine!l daily for a period of nine months and 
apar t from A .. marginale uo other bloorl parasites were obserYed. 

Blood from a co\\· in '' hich Sp. tltcil cri coul (l be dem.onstratecl 
nticroscopically was .injected subcutaneously into this hlesbuck. From 
t he 0th to the 13th (la~· after inj ection n fair uumher of spirochaetes 
iden t ica l with Sp . theilen: could he demonstra ted. The animal clid 
Hot sho"· any ill effects as r esult o£ t h e infection. 

Co11dusion .-It \Yas possible io infect the bles1mck with Sp,iro
chaeta theilcri from cat t le. 
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