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Figure 6.1. Proposed Inner and Outer Interior (Author, 2016)
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COnCLUSiOn

“Architecture should speak of its time and place, 
but yearn for timelessness. 

Frank Gehry, 2013

The rationale and design of oceanic vessels has evolved exponentially 
throughout the progression of history. What was originally instigated to deed 
as a mere arrangement of freight conveyance, progressed into a thriving 
hospitality industry (Wealleans, 2006:25). Parallel to the development of a ship’s 
resolution, its interiority was also adapted to suit habitual evolution. Resembling 
“an epitome of indulgence and hospitality” (Le Corbusier, 1987:95), the 
edifice of these opulent liners embodied engineering triumph of the twentieth 
century. As verbalised by a ship’s lifecycle, at some juncture in time the vessel 
will be classified as being unseaworthy - thus declaring it decommissioned. 
As opposed to the mere demolition of these exultant structures, this study 
proposed the introduction of a fourth ship-recycling alternative. 

The selection of Robinson Dry Dock as host and the SS Nomadic as habitant, 
allowed for the spatial intervention of a retail-orientated and recreational 
facility to be envisioned that stimulates regional kinship and international 
association. As the act of nautical engineering dictates structural integrity, 
the envisioned spatial intervention commanded no less. Dividing the 
proposed intervention into two distinct areas, the design of an inner and outer 
interior was attained. The position of such an outlandish intervention within 

its surrounding setting provided supplementary depth and stratum to the 
existing fabric - an architectural palimpsest. In order to heighten the theory 
of encrusted design, the theoretical premise governed the investigation of 
materiality. Furthermore, the fragile nature of materiality was amplified via the 
investigation of corrosion.  As opposed to traditional stances which dread this 
form of degradation, this study encourages the prospect of corrosion as a tool 
of spatial beautification.  Upon tentatively founded implementation strategies, 
all material constituents, both proposed and existing, were either protected 
against, preserved from or premeditated towards corrosion, contingent to the 
envisioned essence wished to be evoked. Subsequently, a Green-Star brand is 
fashioned that concedes the old and heartens the new through a holistic and 
sustainable methodology.

As a result, it is noted with clear realisation that material corrosion can act as 
a definite form of palimpsest, which can either migrate or overrule existing 
fabric with the passing of time. As contended by Fred Scott (2008:96), the 
deed of interior alteration should not merely embolden absolute restoration or 
inattentive demolition practices, but encourage methods of preservation that 
revel in the remembrance of what once was and possibility can be…
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APPEnDiX A -  EXAMinATiOn & POSTERS
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APPEnDiX C -  BEER PACKAGinG
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