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A l'LAN T 1·epor tecl to ha Ye caused poiso ning of c; tock in t he P od 
E li ;r,abeth llistrict, '"u ~ 1·ecently ~nbm i.tiPcl io i h i~ Laboratory for 
examin ation. 'l'l1 e material \\·as in t he fim,·ering- state . Sprcimem; 
\\·er e ~e nt to th e ]li.Yis ion of P lan t lnlh hhY for boLmicnl identifica­
tion, bnt, unforbl ltatdy, no ~eed s \Ye1·e ,;Yailable. T l1e l>rincipal 
Botani:;t irl en ti fiecl th e pbn t ns a ,;pec:ies of JJ /nw rphothem , probabl.v 
Diutorp!t o'tf,cca f n tticosa. 

This spe('i es li <li:i m il lJl'eYionsl .' l ~ee n clH'mic;Jll:v ex<Jmined , 
aith o11g'h ihe r·.\anogenP(i(' g·lu eosi de l inam::nin h<l~ b een iRolatecl hom 
D im01phother-o -' fH'cta lJills flllll JJ /mo,plwthccc& ::: cylJ CJ·i (lbmington , 
1U:l2), ho m lJIIIW J)lh oth el'(t Clll lenta ( \Ln:1 i:; and ltimington, 1!)Cl4), 
all([ hom JJ inJOI'JII/IJth cl'(l. ('Ck!onJs (H o~e n t halrr, 102'2) . 

'l'e:; ts sho11· ed th e vLnll to ll e l'.\·allllgenelil; <~ncl t·h E•rrfore l1.nhog PII 
c.\·:tnide d e t ennin:diun ~ \\'f' l'e caniPrl out <tnd l in amarin looked for, 
11·it h t he 1·esult t h:1 t tl1e t oxic g lu('oside wa s isolated in a ~-irld cone­
:;ponding to 84 per cen t. of t hat t heoretiea lly IJossibl r. 

'l'he technique entployecl was t h at previously desc:rihed (Riming­
ton , 1932), six hours' maceration being found sufficien t for complet e 
liber ation of hy drogen cyan ide in the case of ground . dried materin l 
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and about 18 hour,; for the fresh cu t-up plant. The l'Psult s obtained 
" ·er e as fol I o~n.; : -
_-_- _--_- ---==-= - - ===c==-== -_-_ = =-==--- ---

1 

Fresh plant. Moisture 
content . 

\ [gm . FJ Ci\ per 
J OO gm . 

- -- - --- ----'--

Leaves (wilted ) . 83 ·27 243 0 

Stc1n~ .... 73 ·:?+ 8:! ·S 

- - -

I 

I 

Gm. J-I ('N per 
100 gm . dry wt. 

1 45 

0·31 

- - -- -

D ried, po1nler ed m :d eJ·ialcon ta in eci_27H mgm. JI.CX. p er 100 glll. 
Th er e \\'<I S i hus e:o ns Jcl e r:tblc· loss on dr y1n g-. 

[ so L .I'l'LO:\ 01' '!'I I F {'Y.I\' :J(;J-::\I' T IC ( ;L l ' C0 '-' 11) 1·: . 

Th e Jl!Ptllocl elllulol·ecl ,,.,,,; cli1Pd l':\lla l'tiun 111 <I SoxhlPt 
apparah1:.; wit h et hy l <lCP taie. T h e extr;l e:t ,,-a~ eY:l JH1rat Pd to clrynes:.;, 
L1ken up in wa.Le r, filt-e J'I'd, agai11 e1·apora tc-d Ill pn•se nce of calen m 1 
<-;rrbonnte ;Jncl r1 liitle ( [p r·olo ri ~ i l tg' clJalTOal an d ill<' dry re -; irltH' 
boiler[ up l'Ppeatedl .v witlt dr5· et h y l acetate>. 'l'he gluseosi1l <' sqwntteJ 
in pure form 0 11 c·ool ing· t hi,; exl!"<l l't . I n all, ihr'l.'e "·" ·~ ohb in e d 
-1:-:2011 gm. h·o1t1 :200 g lll. of .'tarting· lll<l te riul , u yie ld equiYnlent to 
8-1-·2 per !'ell(. of that theoretieall,,- pos~ ible . 

IL ]~;Hl a ll th t> properti es of liJtallla t i JI an d a SJH>c· imPll did no t 
clepres:; i. he meltin g poin t of <lllt helJti c iinalllnri 11 i;;ob tt>d .fro 1t1 
Dimorp//() th cc!~ SJ!Cc laiJ ilis . 

The following- const.lllb \\·er e H' C" Onlerl: -

M:.P. 14 1°. 
0 6/ X L> X 100 

2 X Hl 91 
- 2.) . 23° 

Th e cyn nogendi C" glnc-osicle Linam;tri n ha.-; bee11 isol:1 ted fro m n 
:;prcies of Dimorphoille!·il, probab ly !Ji motphotheca fr1di1·oso . 'l'h P 
lea ves of i lte plant C"Olli.ai11 approxi mate !,,- ]·5 g lll. of !Tf'X. pe r 
100 g'Jll t) . 
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