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Du ToiT (1929) and Neitz ancl Marais (Hl32) have already dealt at some length 
with the occurrence of rabies in South Africa from 1893 and even earlier known 
or suspected cases to the end of 1931. These authors have mentioned the 
peculiarities exhibited by the disease in t his country, for instance those assoc
iated with its propagation by small wild carnivora (Viverridae), and its apparent 
failure to become epidemic in domestic carnivora. This naturally has cast 
some doubt on the identity of the South African virus with that of Europe. 

The importance of the disease from the Public Health point of view, 
and the necessity of paying the closest attention to its spread, or any other 
development, need no emphasis. Realizing, however, how very little is known 
of the propagation in nature beyond the fact that Viverrids are carriers, one 
cannot but experience a certain degree of uneasiness on account of the wide 
distribution of wild and domestic carnivora roaming uncontrolled all over 
the country, neither can one ignore the possibility of spread of rabies to the 
denizens of our national parks and the possible consequences which are almost 
unthinkable. 

DISCUSSION OF THE CASES. 

During the year 1932 some fourteen outbreaks of rabies have definitely 
been diagnosed in the Union. For the sake of convenience the available details 
of each case are tabulated below (Table I). This number represents an increase 
in positive cases diagnosed as compared with any of the previous years. It 
is possible that this increase may be ascribed purely to the fact t hat the pre
valence and danger of rabies are gradually becoming appreciated by the public, 
so that greater efforts are being made to send material suitable for laboratory 
examination. Whether it is also due to further spread of the disease amongst 
natural carriers is impossible to say. The statistics nevertheless give some 
cause for alarm which is mitigated only by the apparent difficulty with which 
the disease spreads to other carnivorous animals. The cases recorded are 
usually traceable to a direct bite by an infected Viverrid. 

It is not possible in this short paper to discuss every case at length, but 
attention should be drawn to a few of the outstanding ones. 
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HAlllES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Nos. 3 and 8 in Table I are the first two positive cases of rabies demon
strated in the domestic cat in South Africa. The first cat actuallv bit three 
persons who fortun ately were successfully inoculated with anti-rabic vaccine. 
There is no precise history as to how these cats became infected, but it is pre
sumed that the disease resulted from the bites of infected meercats. Suspected 
cases of rabies in the domestic cat had been reported previously, nut no material 
suitable for diagnosis having ever been submitted, confirmation was impossible. 

No. 11 is interesting in that it was possible for the first time to note the 
incubation period in a dog after natural infection. The symptoms developed 
in the dog 14 days after a fight with a genet cat (G. felina). Furthermore, 
one of the rabbits (R828) subinoculated from this dog showed an unusually 
long duration of the disease (11 days) as compared with 3 to 6 days commonly 
seen in most of the other test rabbits. 

A summary of the ocr.urrences of rabies during the year 1932 is given in 
the appended Table II. 

TABLE II. 

Number of 
Year. Rabies diagnosed in. Cases in 

Transvaal. 

1932... Hun' an Being" .............. . 
Dog ... . . .. ... ... ...... ..... . 
Ox .................. .... ... . 
Domestic cat ..... .... .. ..... . 
Genetta felina .. .. .... .. .....• . 
Cynictis penirillata . .......... . 2 

I 
Suricata sm·icatta ... .. .. ..... . 

' TOTAL FOR 'l"RE YE:AR .. . 

I 

No. of 
cases in 
Orange 

Free 
State. 

± 
l 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE DISEASE. 

No. of Total. 
Cases in No. of 

Cape Cases. 
Province. 

3 
l 
2 
2 

3 :s 
6 
1 

18 

A map is appended showing the districts in which rabies is known to have 
occurred. The areas shown should not be taken as indicating the limits of 
infection today, since our data in this connection are far too scanty. It is 
more than likely as time goes on that it will be found that in many intervening 
districts infection is present or has been present for some time. Only by com
paring data such as this will it be possible to obtain an idea as to whether the 
disease is spreading. From the map it will be seen that Mafeking, Cape Pro
vince, Kroonstad , Orange Free State, Heilbron, Orange Free State, Middelburg, 
Transvaal and Carolina, Transvaal (shaded black), are included for the first 
time as distriets in which positive case of rabies have occurred. The other 
districts indicated by cross-hatching are areas where definite cases of rabies 
have occurred before, and in those indicated by hatching suspected cases of 
rabies have been reported. 
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in keeping records, to Mr. I. Walker for preparing the map, and to the Depart
ment for Public Health for information supplied. 
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