Chapter 2: Urban and context analysis

The chosen study area of this disserta-
tion is the Mandela Development Corridor,
a study area which falls within the Tshwane
Metropolitan area. The urban context in and
around the MDC has a unique spatial charac-
ter. An in-depth understanding of this unique
spatial character is needed for the proper
formulation of an efficient design brief that
responds to the context and the needs of its
users or inhabitants.

This chapter looks at the study area as a
whole and all of the interdependent parts that
fall within the context of the study area. The
identification of the influencing factors on
both the physical and cultural landscape of
the study area is of utmost importance and
to achieve this, the context in which the site
is situated will be looked at in relation to its
regional, city-wide and local significance.

This context study of the urban context and
site will be looked at in its current state and
as the MDC is due for many changes in the
coming years, as stipulated in the Mandela
Development Framework, the future pro-
posed context of the site will also have to be

considered. The proposed development of

a cultural centre for the visual and perform-
ing arts is based upon the future context
predictions of the MDC framework. Thus this
analysis seeks to develop the reader’s under-
standing of the future ofr the area, as well as
its related existing fabric.
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