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Additions and alterations to the Departm ent 
of M usic of the University of Pretoria have 
long been overdue. W hile the Departm ent�s 
academ ic expertise and enrolm ent num bers 
grow from  strength to strength, its facilities 
becom e m ore and m ore inadequate and 
obsolete. In an era of inform ation technology 
and m ulti-m edia at the click of a button, the 
perform ing arts constantly have to re-invent 
itself in an effort to keep participation and 
appreciation thereof alive. Integration of 
the existing am enities and a transform ation 
of the current m usic environm ent are thus 
m uch needed in order for the Departm ent 
to re" ect its contem porary im age, provide 
for suf! cient exposure and bring it up to par 
with international m usic schools specialising in 
W estern Art M usic.

M usic² : the intent of this dissertation is to 
establish a distinct place on Cam pus for 
the M usic Departm ent, its students and its 
listeners where creativity, inspiration and 
interaction can " ourish with the purpose of 
intensifying the experience of m usic and 
exposing it to a m ore diverse audience. 

On the M ain Cam pus of the University of 
Pretoria in Hat! eld, within the signi! cant 
m usic precinct de! ned by the �aesthetic 
trio� of the Aula, the M usaion and the 
Am phitheatre, a new m usic school will be 
introduced. By extending and converting 
the existing m usic school on a contextual, 
functional and social level, this facility aim s 
to provide a holistic solution to the dilem m as 
facing the M usic Departm ent. 

W hile de! ning the south west corner of 
the precinct, the school will also establish 
contextual links to the public realm  and the 
rest of Cam pus in an effort to re-energise 
the area and provide the M usic Departm ent 
with varied coverage. A series of robust and 
" exible interaction and perform ance spaces 
will further aid in the social transform ation of 
the m usic school environm ent. An extended 
and integrated program  will concentrate 
skill and creativity in a legible m anner within 
the precinct to the bene! t of students, 
academ ics and audiences.

The new m usic school will be the ! rst of 
various gradual adaptations envisaged to 
revitalise the M usic Departm ent and the art 
of m usic. 
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