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Abstract 

A detailed description of the morphology of the annual reproductive cycle of the 

female Cape fur seal was obtained by macroscopically examining the ovaries of 

159 females and samples of the uterine horns of 119 of these. Ovaries from 46 of 

these were also processed histologically. Ages were known for 83 of the females, 

from which the average age at puberty and sexual maturity could be estimated, 

as well as age-specific and overall pregnancy rates. Overall pregnancy rates 

were estimated at 0.90, while the birth rate for the previous reproductive cycle 

was calculated as 0.85. The average age at puberty and age of sexual maturity 

were estimated at 4.3 and 5.02 years respectively. Certain shortcomings in the 

study, such as the lack of standardization in collecting material are discussed. 
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