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Prologue:

During the July holidays the Swart family undertook 

a two -week safari trip through Botswana, which 

included travelling through the Okavango Delta up 

north into Savuti and beyond. An experience during 

an early morning game drive in the Savuti echoed my 

initial visions concerning the essence of the following 

dissertation:

The sandy road that snakes through the monotonous, 

lifeless Mopanie bush hides the horizon, alternating 

greens, reds and browns trapped in nothing but a 

vastness of un-choreographed repetition. The road 

continuously curves left and right; lost in a labyrinth 

the road seems to lead to the depths of nowhere, but 

suddenly a sort of unexpected place appears that is 

secret and evocative of the past. 

a sacred gathering of the wise.

This is the essence of the dissertation: to envisage 

a hiding place, a place of rejuvenation, a 

place where the city dweller can listen 

to those who speak in silent memories. 

Figure 001: Baobabs in Savuti National Game Reserve

Figure 002: Landscape photo of the Baobabs 

in its context
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