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Appendix D
Consent letter to the teachers in the expert panel review
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Appendix E
Expert panel review questionnaire

Dear Teacher

Thank you very much for agreeing to participate in this review panel. Your time and expertise 
is greatly appreciated. Before completing the questionnaire please answer the following 
questions by circling your answer. All your answers will remain confidential.

Respondent Number: ______________ 1-2

1. What is your gender?

1.Male

2.Female 3

2. How old are you?

1.Between 20 – 30 years old

2.Between 31 – 40 years old

3.Between 41 – 50 years old 4

4.Over 50 years old

3. How many years of teaching experience do you have?

1. 0 – 2 years

2. 3 – 5 years

3. 6 – 10 years 5

4. More than 10 years

4. How many years of experience do you have teaching children
with disabilities?

1. 0 – 2 years

2. 3 – 5 years

3. 6 – 10 years 6

4. More than 10 years

Official Use 
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5. How many years have you been teaching at your current 
school?

1. 0 – 2 years

2. 3 – 5 years

3. 6 – 10 years 7

4. More than 10 years

6. What is you highest educational qualification?

1. Grade 11 or lower

2. A matric certificate

3. Teaching diploma

4. Undergraduate degree 8

5. Honours degree

6. Masters degree

7. PhD qualification

8. Other: Please specify ________________________

7. What additional training have you had in AAC (Alternative
and Augmentative Communication)?

1. None

2. In-service training

3. Workshop 9

4. Post graduate course

5. Other: Please specify ___________________________

8. What is your mother tongue? (Please circle one)

1. English 7. Xitsonga

2. Afrikaans 8. Tshivenda

3. IsiZulu 9. Sepedi

4. IsiXhosa 10. Siswati 10

5. Setswana 11. IsiNdebele

6. Sesotho 12. Other: Please specify _______________
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9. What other language are you competent in? (Please circle one)

1. English 7. Xitsonga

2. Afrikaans 8. Tshivenda

3. IsiZulu 9. Sepedi

4. IsiXhosa 10. Siswati 11

5. Setswana 11. IsiNdebele

6. Sotho 12. Other: Please specify ______________

10.What age group do you currently teach?

1. 9 – 11 years

2. 12 – 14 years

3. 14 – 16 years 12

4. 17 – 19 years

5. Other: Please specify ______________________

Thank you for that information.

What I would like you to do now:
Please complete the following questionnaire carefully. 

This questionnaire pertains to children who are similar to those you teach. The children to 
participate in my study will be 12;00 – 15;11 (years;months) in age and have a mild
intellectual disability. Please also keep their cultural background in mind, as well as that 
English is not their first language.

There are no right or wrong answers. Your opinion is important and all input will be 
appreciated.

If you have any questions please feel free to phone me. 

Thanking you again.

Alice Huguet (The researcher)
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13

14

15

16

17

18

28

21

20

19

24

23

22

27

26

25

EXPERT PANEL REVIEW

Do you think 12 - 15-year-old children with English additional language and mild intellectual 
disability will understand the following words/phrases?
Please cross under the appropriate box. Any comments or suggestions can be made in the appropriate 
column.

Word/s Yes No Unsure Comments/Suggestions Official 
Use

Let me

It looks like a 
bomb went 
off
Uh oh

They’re dirty

Hold this, 
please
It looks bad

Put it in the 
hamper
We forgot

What a mess

Let’s get the 
bed made
Help me 
please
Need to pull 
it
The pillow 
case
The blanket

It’s nice and 
soft
Looks good
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29

31

30

32

How well do you think 12 - 15-year-old children with English additional language and mild
intellectual disability will match the words/phrases to the symbols?
Please circle 1 or 2 or 3. Any comments or suggestions can be made in the appropriate column.

Symbols Rating Comments/Suggestions Official 
Use

Let me 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
 meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the  
 meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
 meaning of the word/s a lot.

It looks like a 
bomb went off

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Uh oh 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

They’re dirty 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.
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36

35

33

Symbols Rating Comments/Suggestions Official 
Use

Hold this, 
please

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

It looks bad 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Put it in the 
hamper

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

We forgot 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.
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38

38

37

40

Symbols Rating Comments/Suggestions Official 
Use

What a mess 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Let’s get the 
bed made

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Help me
please

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Need to pull it
1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the

meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.
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41

44

43

42

Symbols Rating Comments/Suggestions Official 
Use

The pillow 
case

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

The blanket 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

It’s nice and 
soft

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

Looks good 1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the
meaning of the word/s at all.

2 = The symbol represents the   
meaning of the word/s a little.

3 = The symbol represents the 
meaning of the word/s a lot.

THANK YOU!

Please place the completed questionnaire into the envelope provided and return to the researcher.  
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Appendix F

Expert panel review PCS results (n=6)

1 = The symbol doesn’t represent the meaning of the words at all. 

2 = The symbol represents the meaning of the words a little.

3 = The symbol represents the meaning of the words a lot.

PCS and gloss Teacher
1

Teacher 
2

Teacher
3

Teacher 
4

Teacher 
5

Teacher 
6

Total
score

Let me
2 2 3 2 1 1 11

It looks like a 
bomb went off 1 1 2 1 1 2 8

Uh oh
3 3 3 3 2 3 17

They’re dirty
2 2 1 1 2 1 9

Hold this please
3 1 3 2 3 2 14

It looks bad
2 2 1 3 2 2 12

Put it in the 
hamper 1 2 1 1 2 1 8
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PCS and gloss Teacher
1

Teacher 
2

Teacher
3

Teacher 
4

Teacher 
5

Teacher 
6

Total
score

We forgot
3 2 2 2 3 2 14

What a mess
2 1 3 3 1 2 12

Let’s get the 
bed made 3 1 3 3 3 2 15

Help me please
2 1 3 3 3 1 13

Need to pull it
3 1 3 3 3 2 15

The pillow case
3 3 3 1 3 1 14

The blanket
3 1 3 2 3 1 13

It’s nice and 
soft 1 1 2 1 1 1 7

Looks good
3 1 3 3 3 1 13
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Appendix G

PCS changes made from the results of the expert panel review

Original PCS and glosses
with nine points or less

Changed to: Type of PCS manipulation

It looks like a bomb went off Put it on PCS removal

They’re dirty They’re dirty PCS replacement

Put it in the hamper Put it in the washing basket PCS replacement

It’s nice and soft It’s nice and soft PCS replacement
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