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Committee. He served as the AFRA Chairperson from 2009 to 2010, as well as 

Member of Cameroon’s delegation to the IAEA’s Board of Governors from 2009 to 

2011. From 2007 to 2010, he served as the Permanent Secretary of the National 
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Doctorate in Energy from the University of Aix Marseille III in France. He taught at 
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HE Mr Anund P Neewoor, Mauritius: Mr Neewoor, a career diplomat, has been 

serving as Secretary for Foreign Affairs since 2005. From 1999 to 2001, he served 

as the Permanent Representative and Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Mauritius to the United Nations. From 1993 to 

1996, he served as Ambassador to the United States and High Commissioner to 

Canada and Guyana and, from 1983 to 1993, as Ambassador to Russia, Thailand, 

Myanmar and Nepal, and High Commissioner to India, Bangladesh, Malaysia and Sri 

Lanka. He concurrently served as Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in India, from 1990 

to 1993, and Dean of the African Ambassadors Corps in New Delhi, from 1988 to 

1993. Mr Neewoor also served for varying periods in other high level diplomatic 

positions including Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Ambassador 

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in charge of Multilateral Affairs. He was decorated 

by the Government of Mauritius as Commander of the Star and Key of the Ocean in 

2003 and Grand Officer of the Order of the Star and Key of the Indian Ocean in 

2008. 

Dr Christian Sina Diatta, Senegal: Dr Diatta is a member of the AFRA High‐Level 

Steering Committee on Human Resource Development and Nuclear Knowledge 

Management. He served as Minister for eight years in charge of Bio-fuels and 

Renewable Energy Scientific Research.  In 1988, he founded and directed the 

Laboratory of Plasma Physics and Interdisciplinary Research at the University of 

Cheikh Anta Diop, in Dakar, as well as directed, from 1988 to 2001, the Institute of 

Applied Nuclear Technology and the Research Institute on Teaching Mathematics in 

Physical Sciences and Technology from 1985 to 1993. Dr Diatta has extensive 

experience in the field of scientific research. From 1984 to 1986, he was visiting 
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researcher at the Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics in Colorado, US; visiting 

researcher at the Laboratory of Organic Chemistry of Wroclaw, Poland, in1975; and 

researcher at the National Centre of Scientific Research in France, from 1969 to 

1977. Dr Diatta was awarded a Doctorate degree in Science by the University of 

Orleans, France, in 1977.   

Mr Abdul Samad Minty, South Africa: Mr Minty currently serves at the South 

African Department of International Relations and Cooperation as Ambassador and 

Special Representative for Disarmament and NEPAD, as well as the Personal 

Representative of the President on the NEPAD Steering Committee. Mr Minty served 

as Deputy Director General for Multilateral Affairs in the South African Department of 

Foreign Affairs, from 1995 to 2004, and acting Director General of the Department 

for over two years. He is currently the Convener of the Council of the South 

Centre. Mr Minty has been serving as the chairperson of the South African Council 

for Non-Proliferation of WMD since 1995 and the representative of the Department of 

International Relations and Cooperation on the South African National Conventional 

Arms Control Committee, as well as a member of the Board of the South African 

Nuclear Energy Corporation. He has been South Africa’s Governor in the IAEA 

Board of Governors since 1995 and was President of the IAEA Conference in 2006. 

Mr Minty was also a member of the UN Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on 

Disarmament Matters for two years.  Mr Minty served as an Honorary Secretary of 

the British Anti-Apartheid Movement from 1962 to 1995 and Director of the World 

Campaign against Military and Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa from 1979 to 

1994. He was awarded a Masters degree in International Relations by the University 

College of London in 1969, and was Senior Research Fellow at the International 

Peace Research Institute at Oslo from 1994 to 1995. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Manzi Pidalatan, Togo: Lt-Colonel Pidalatan is a member of 

the National Authority on Weapons of Mass Destruction and is responsible for 

matters of nuclear, biological and chemical weapons. He is also Head of Office for 

the Training of General Staff. Lt-Colonel Pidalatan also received several decorations, 

including Knight of the National Mono, Officer of the Order in Central Africa, Medal of 

the African Union, Medal of Peace of the United Nations and Medal of the French 

National Defense. 
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Dr Mourad Telmini, Tunisia: Dr Telmini is presently the Director General of the 

National Centre for the Nuclear Science and Technology, full Professor of Physics at 

the Faculty of Science of Tunis, Head of the Research Group in Atomic and 

Molecular Physics at the Faculty of Science of Tunis, Vice‐President of the Tunisian 

Physical Society, Fellow of the Institute of Physics, Liaison Committee representative 

of Tunisia in the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), member 

of C13 IUPAP commission on Physics for Development and member of the Tunisian 

delegation in the IAEA Board of Governors. Dr Telmini served as Senior Scientific 

Advisor at the National Centre for Nuclear Science and Technology from 2008 to 

2010, Associate Professor of Physics at the Faculty of Science of Tunis, from 2004 

to 2009, and President of the Tunisian Physics Society from 2005 to 2007. Dr 

Telmini was awarded a Doctorate degree in Atomic Physics in 1993 by (Université 

Paris-Sud) 11, France. 
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SUMMARY 

 

SOUTH AFRICA’S NUCLEAR DIPLOMACY, 1990-2010: SECURING A NICHE 

ROLE THROUGH NORM CONSTRUCTION AND STATE IDENTITY 

 

by 

 

Jo-Ansie Karina van Wyk 

Supervisor: Professor Anton du Plessis 

 

 

The main thesis of this study is that since 1990 South Africa has conducted its 

nuclear diplomacy by constructing certain norms and its identity in a particular way to 

serve its national interests. A constructivist analysis of South Africa’s nuclear 

diplomacy concerning the nuclear non-proliferation export control regimes; the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); the Pelindaba Treaty; and the Treaty on 

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) suggests that South Africa’s 

application of three typical middle power diplomatic strategies, namely confrontation, 

cooperation and parallelism have enabled the country to secure a niche role for itself 

that has provided the country with some material and non-material rewards. 

South Africa’s membership of some of the major nuclear export control regimes 

reflects its socialisation of the norms of non-proliferation, disarmament, and the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy. South Africa has incorporated aspects of this 

regime in its nuclear export trade policies and national nuclear-related institutions. 

Despite this, the South African government’s efforts were undermined by a series of 

contentious nuclear proliferation-related incidents, most notably the involvement of 

South Africans in the AQ Khan network.  

 

South Africa was a founder member of the IAEA in 1957. Despite this early role in 

norm construction, South Africa’s relations with the IAEA deteriorated as 

international opposition to its apartheid policies escalated. Defying international 

isolation, the country embarked on a nuclear weapons programme that produced six 

atomic devices. South Africa returned to its designated seat for Africa on the IAEA 

Board of Governors in 1995. A vocal opponent of the discriminatory nature of the 
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IAEA Statute and supporter of all countries’ right to the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy, South Africa’s influence in the Agency expanded. Despite this, the country’s 

candidate for the position of IAEA Director General was not elected.  

 
Africa’s position on nuclear non-proliferation originated in the 1960s. Once South 

Africa’s domestic policies became known and suspicions of its nuclear weapons 

programme grew, the Organisation for African Unity (OAU) turned its focus to 

condemnation of South Africa. As a result of the political transition in South Africa; its 

ratification of the NPT; and the IAEA’s verification process, South Africa joined Africa 

to establish the African nuclear weapons free zone in terms of the Pelindaba Treaty. 

As a result the country was elected to chair and host the AFCONE.   

Despite its historical opposition to the NPT, the country ratified the Treaty in 1991 

and has constructed its niche role in the NPT regime through its problem-solving and 

bridge building roles at various NPT conferences.  

 
Therefore, this study concludes that South Africa’s post-1990 nuclear diplomacy has 

maintained a normative foundation; employed various diplomatic strategies; and was 

conducted in compliance with the set objectives of the country’s foreign policy. In 

this, the analysis of the nuclear diplomacy of a state such as South Africa, which 

discontinued its nuclear weapons programme, provided insights into nuclear 

diplomacy in general and the nuclear diplomacy of states similar to the South African 

situation.  
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