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09 CONCLUSION

9.1 Conclusion

��������	
�	
������������������	
�
1. Is there a need for designed enigmatic landscapes in a city, 

as opposed to ‘non-place’?  With the abundance of non-

��������	��
�����������������������	���������	��
�����-

matic landscapes.  A city should inspire and rejuvenate the 

people that live in it on a daily basis, non-place and non-site 

lack these qualities.  Currently, for people to be rejuvenated 

and refreshed, once in a long while they move as far away 

from the city and as close to nature as possible.  People long 

for nature and wilderness and by using wastelands to bring 

them into a city we begin to incorporate all three types of 

natures as discussed on page 14 and 15.  This dissertation 

is successful in terms of creating an awareness of the ‘other’ 

enigmatic landscape, opposite to the pedigree and non-sites 

that currently exist.  It invites one into these mysterious 

zones in order to experience, rather than repress the enig-

matic quality of wastelands.  Being explorers by nature, the 

quest for discovery sparks something inside each one of us.  

The topic of the dissertation is very relevant to the time as 

more and more tired, nerve-shaken people search for some-

thing other than the non-place’s a city provides.  

2. Can wastelands be transformed without losing their poet-

ic character and if so what design methods and processes 

can be implemented to enhance the character of the site?   

Wastelands have the potential to become enigmatic land-

scapes, in reaction to the ‘non-place’ of modernity, due to 

their mysterious character.  The author deems the design 

process followed in this dissertation successful in terms of 

its ability to identify and enhance the very unique charac-

ter of the wasteland in Salvokop.  This proposed process 

proved very different to a conventional one, as it revealed 

a process and solution that enhanced and worked with the 

potentials of the site.  The design process needed to start 

with intuitive responses, exploring found objects and spa-

tial explorations and end with technical investigations and 

planning responses.  Important to remember is that the de-

������
�����������������
����
������������������������	�

of the design process programme became accidentally as-

signed to areas.  The character of places informed possible 

programme.  

3. Can wastelands be developed into landscape space that 

���� �������� ������ 	�������
��� � The author hopes and 

thinks that wastelands can become the healing tissue that a 

city needs to reverse urban decay of form and fabric.  Land-

scape should inform urban design and in this dissertation 

the landscape dictated the placing, orientation, form and 

phases of buildings and not vice versa.  

In conclusion, this dissertation argues that a city’s landscape 

assets such as working public parks, golf courses, water bod-

ies, tree-lined promenades are seen as pedigree landscape at-

tractions and non-sites.  Missing from this are the mysterious 

crucial transitional landscapes such as railroad yards, vacant 

�
����	����������	������
��������	����	����	��������������-

turing and parking lots.  The project aims to invite the user to 

explore this marginal space and experience both its liberating 

informality and its murky disorder.  It neither fully romanticizes 

the space, nor fully condemns it.  This dissertation seeks to suc-

���������� ��	� �� �������� �������� ��������
����� 
������ ����

space to the urban system, while preserving its standing as ‘lost 

space’ and ‘wasteland’.  It seeks to highlight both the freedom 

and the disruption that are inherent to these places.  By extract-

ing the layers (physical and non-physical) of the site through 

research and site analysis a landscape design was conceived, 

which, as a new layer, critically responds to this depth of con-

text.  This investigation found informed methods and processes 

on a planning and spatial level that allows wastelands to add 

value to the city without losing its poetic character.  

The author previously generated design primarily on plan, leav-

ing the spatial and experiential part of the design as an after-

thought.  The design process for this dissertation was therefore 

a challenge to the author to look at landscape architecture and 

its design processes from a very different perspective.  Cur-
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09 CONCLUSION

rently, one can ask whether landscape architecture has become 

obsessed with problem solving and has lost its inherent spatial 

quality.  This dissertations aims to enhance and bring back the 

inherent  poetic qualities of landscape through dealing with the 

wastelands in our cities.  
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11.1 Salvokop specie study
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2002: 3).  

"����#$�%�������������������������������&�������������������-

dential area.  

Zone 2: Open space between Potgieter street along the railway, 

passed Popup.  

Zone 3: Open space behind Pretoria station (blue train depot) 

��������&�����&�������
��&�������������������'�������������

Zone 4: Open space between koppie and housing area (eastern 

corner of Salvokop).  

Zone 5: Streets within the Salvokop residential area.  

For the purpose of this dissertation zone 2 will be the focussed 

study area.  

*��
�������+���	

Each zone was categorised according to human disturbance 

(Siebert, 2002: 3-4):

1 - No disturbance.  

2 - Little disturbance - vegetation almost in-tact.  

/� 6�9�������������
�����6��&���������������������
������&���-

tion.  

4 - Heavily disturbed - only small patches of natural vegetation 

remain.  

;�6�<	���=�������
�����6�������&������������
������&����������

�������+���	���������!�>??>$�@B���

<�G�<	�������

I = Indigenous.  

Iv = Invasive alien.  

Iv1 = Category 1 alien: declared weed - prohibited, must be con-

trolled or eradicated.  

Iv2 =Category 2 alien: declared invader - allowed only in demar-

cated areas under controlled conditions.  Iv3 = Category 3 alien: 

�����������������6�����
�������������&��������!���������!��	��-

ing plant may remain but must be prevented from spreading.  

Ivp = Proposed declared weed.  
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Table 4: Zone 2 Acacia karoo clump plant species list by Franci Siebert of Newtown Landscape Architects
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Table 2: Zone 2 Tipuana TIpu clump plant species list by Franci Siebert of Newtown Landscape Architects
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Table 6: Zone 2 open area plant species list by Franci Siebert of Newtown Landscape Architects

Table 5: Zone 2 Acacia saligna clump plant species list by Franci Siebert of Newtown Landscape Architects
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Table 7: Zone 2 Eucalyptus area plant species list by Franci Siebert of Newtown Landscape Architects
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11.2 The Sustainable Sites Initiative rating system for the 
Salvokop Intervention

Table 8: The Sustainable Sites Initiative rating system for the Salvokop Intervention
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11.3 Model
The model illustrates the different vegetation heights in the de-

sign, from the prominent tree avenue, to the dense forests and 

the short and sharp rehabilitated veld grass.

Illustration 208: Abstract model

Illustration 210: Abstract model

Illustration 209: Abstract model
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