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Summary

This study deals with building up local churches and erecting buildings by
such churches. The goals of the study are to discern principles, to put
guidelines on the table within the South African church setting, that is
missionary in focus, and to put forward an alternative in respect of the present

understanding of the arrangement and erecting of church buildings.

The methodology of practical theology is reflected by means of three
concepts, namely: understanding, explanation and change. This study
focuses on all three concepts — expressed as the hermeneutical

understanding, the empirical reality and guidelines for the praxis.

The hermeneutical understanding or theory was researched with two focal
points in mind namely: the theological perspective — in which the emphasis
was firstly on the identity of the Church in Christ and secondly on the calling of
the Church, expressed in the missio Dei and discipleship. The other focal
point was the Biblical ideal — as it appears in the Word, as it was interpreted
by theological traditions and how the church has expressed it historically in its

buildings.

The second action in this methodology was the empirical measurement in
order to verify whether this hermeneutical understanding in reality, was

negotiated within the Netherdutch Reformed Church of Africa.

The third concept concentrates on change and was researched with the view
on the creation of theoretical guidelines for the praxis. These guidelines were
processed in conjunction with the Biblical view on the arrangement and
erecting of church buildings, as well as the church’s historical understanding

thereof to eventually put forward new guidelines for the operational praxis.
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Opsomming

Hierdie studie handel oor gemeentebou en kerkgeboue. Die doel van dié
studie is om in die lig van gemeenteboubeginsels riglyne vir kerkgeboue binne
die Suid-Afrikaanse kerklike opset op die tafel te plaas, wat missionér in fokus
is en dit voor te hou as 'n alternatief ten opsigte van die huidige verstaan oor

die in- en oprigting van kerkgeboue.

Die metodologie van praktiese teologie word in drie konsepte weergegee,
naamlik: verstaan, verklaar en verandering. Hierdie studie fokus op al drie
konsepte — uitgedruk as die hermeneutiese verstaan, die empiriese

werklikheid en riglyne vir die praktyk.

Die hermeneutiese verstaan of teorie is met twee fokuspunte in gedagte
nagevors, naamlik: die teologiese perspektief — waarin daar eerstens op die
identiteit van die Kerk in Christus en tweedens op die roeping van die Kerk,
uitgedruk in die missio Dei en dissipelskap gekonsentreer is. Die tweede
fokus is op die Bybelse ideaal — soos dit in die Skrif voorkom, deur teologiese
tradisies geinterpreteer is en hoe die kerk dit histories in sy geboue tot

uitdrukking laat kom het.

Die tweede konsep is die empiriese meting ten einde te toets en te verklaar in
watter mate hierdie hermeneutiese verstaan in die werklikheid, binne die

Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk van Afrika, verdiskonteer is.

Die derde konsep konsentreer op die verandering en is nagevors met die oog
op die daarstel van teoretiese riglyne vir die praktyk. Hierdie riglyne is
verwerk, tesame met wat die Bybel se siening oor die in- en oprigting van
kerkgeboue is, sowel as die kerk se historiese verstaan daarvan. Die uiteinde
is om nuwe riglyne vir die bedieningspraktyk daar te stel.
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