


































































































Mouton, 2001:275; Neuman, 2000:124). Triangulation of theory was done in the
present study. The triangulation of theory involves the use of multiple theoretical
perspectives in the initial stages of the research or during the interpretation of the
data. The use of more than one theory can be difficult but it may enhance the
creative synthesis and development of new theory (Neumann, 2000:125). In the
present study an umbrella social-cognitive approach as perspective as well as
Rogers’ (1983, 1995) diffusion of innovation theory was used to direct the study.
This perspective and theory was also used in the interpretation of the data.

Construct validity forms part of the triangulation of the study and refers to the
logical relationship between variables in qualitative studies (Babbie & Mouton,
2001:123). The correct, clear, and unambiguous description of concepts and the
systematic ordering thereof in a conceptual framework are important to ensure
construct validity (Babbie & Mouton, 2001:123). In the light of the qualitative
research style that was followed to study relevant apparel consumer behaviour,
social-cognitive and adoption theory was used to conceptualise the constructs for
the study (see CHAPTERS 2 and 3). It was then related to applicable literature
and theory. Defining and delimiting the concepts in the objectives, sub-

objectives and schematic conceptual framework enhanced construct validity.

4.8 CONCLUSION

The research design, which is basically the plan according to which the research
was executed, was discussed in this chapter. The selection of the target
population and sampling frame, data-collection methods and procedures, as well
as the data analysis was also accounted for. The strategies followed to enhance
the objectivity and trustworthiness of the study was discussed and elucidated
where applied by the researcher. The display of the data was organised
according to the research objectives and sub-objectives in such a way that it
allows for the drawing of conclusions. The data analysis and discussion of
findings are provided in CHAPTER 5.
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