
ii iii

REVELATION AND RECONNECTION

A storytelling place at the Tswaing Crater
By Jeanne-Elmè Visser

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree 
Magister in Architecture(Professional)

Department of Architecture, Faculty of the Built Environment, Engineering and 
Information Technology, University of Pretoria, South Africa.

June 2010

Revelation and Reconnection: a storytelling place at the Tswaing Crater

By Jeanne-Elmè Visser

Studio masters: Jacques Laubser and Arthur Barker
Studyleader: Prof. Karel Bakker

©©  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPrreettoorriiaa  

 

 
 
 



ik ead n
iv v

My ouers, vir hul ewige ondersteuning, liefde en geduld 
kan ek nie genoeg bedank nie. Die res van my gesin- Jaco, 
Paul, Carla en Ouma Jane wat nog altyd in my geglo het. 
My huismaats in 224, spesifiek Anomien en Anri- jul 
teenwoordigheid was ‘n redding. Vir al my vriende en 
klasmaats wat die pad saam met my gestap het asook 
Suné en Anneke wat my in die dae voor die krit baie gehelp 
het, is ek baie dankbaar. Ook aan Jacques, Arthur en 
almal in Boukunde wat tyd afgestaan het om my help, baie 
dankie. Aan Prof. Bakker wat my aangemoedig het om my 
vlerke te sprei is ek baie dank verskuldig. Almal wat nie 

hier uitgesonder word nie, maar my 
ondersteun het met ‘n bietjie tyd, ‘n 
oproep of ‘n sms: ek waardeer julle 
meer as wat ek kan uitdruk. 

Baie dankie!

 
 
 



vi vii

Abstract
The subject for this dissertation is a development for the Tswaing Crater 

nature reserve that is dedicated to the rediscovery of the significance of 
place, as well as a rediscovery of the significance of self. These discoveries 
are made through the medium of storytelling, which is a universally 
understandable activity. Different theories on the perception of architecture, 
existential presence in the world and methods of storytelling is explored to 
inform a design question. The study culminates in the proposal for a built 
intervention that responds to the cultural and bio-physical environment and 
addresses problems identified during the theoretical discourse.
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