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OPSOMMING 

Die Danielvcrhalc (Dan 1-6) vertc] van ;n Jood en sy dric vricndc wallydens die rcgcring van koning 

Jojakim deur die Babilonicsc koning in ballingskap wcggcvocr word. Die vier Jode word gckics om as 

Babiloniese hofamptcnare opgclci Ie word. Deur die ingrype van hul God word hulle aan die koningshof 

aangeslei (Dan 1). Die res van die vcrhalc (Dan 2-6) vcrtcl van hul wcdcrvaringe aan die hoL 

Navorscrs het deur die eeue aanvaar dat die boek in die scsdc cell ontstaan het, en oor wcrklikc historicsc 

figure handel. In veral sekere gc100fsgclllccnskappc is die vcrhalc (Dan 1-6) as his\oricsc vcrtcllinge en die 

visioene (Dan 7-12) as profesiee gcintcrprcleer. 

Mcttertyd het navorsers bcscf dat die bock in die twecde ceu v.C. ontstaan het. lecn die agtergrond van 

die krisis waarin Antioehus IV Epifanes die Joodse volk met sy heUeniseringsbeJeid gcdompel het. Die 

krisis gee aanleiding 101 die Makkabese opstand, wat uiteindelik tot die onafhanklikheid van die Joodse volk 

lei. Die belangrikste rede vir die fcit dal die boek III die tweede ceu ontstaan het, is die talle historiese 

onakkuraathede wat in die boek voarkom. $odra die skrywer nader aan die gebeure van die Iweede eeu 

bewecg, is Imar hisloriese gegewens baie meer korrek. 

Wanneer die Daniclboek as 'n tweedc ceuse werk gelces word, stcl dit egter vrae oor die leologiese 

waarde daarvan. Ilet die boek teologiese betekenis as di! nie ielterlik waar is nie? Die modeme 

geskiedsbeskouing word deur posiliwisme gekenmerk, wat die gcsag van die Bybel aan die feitelike 

korrcktheid en historiese betroubaarheid daarvan ondergcskik sle!. Wat in hicrdie sludie voargestel word, is 

dat die verhale los van die modeme gcskiedenisbeeld, vanuit die modeme litcratuurwetenskap ondersoek en 

gei'nterpreteer word. 

Ander kwessics rondom die ontstaan van die Damelverhale vra oak aandag. Wie is die skrywer van die 

bock? Die skrywer(s) of redakteur(s) korn Ilit die kringe wat deur die bock as die maskilim bckend gestcl 

word (Dan 12:3). Oil sluit aan by die skrywcr sc doel: sy vcrtroos haar lesers met die vertelling hoc vier 

Jode in ballingskap beginselvas aan God gelrou gebly het, en hoe God hulle seen. Sy gebruik die 

ballingskap as analogie vir die situasic waarin haar lesers leef, en moedig hulle aan am hulle teen die eise 

van Antiochus IV se hclleniseringsbeleid Ie verser. 

Die Daniclf1guur spec! ook in tekstc binne en bUlle die 8ybel 'n rol. DaniCi is 'n legendariese karak1.er 

wal dcur anlieke vertcllers as toonbce!d van regverdigheid en wyshcid gebruik is. Talle verhale rondom die 

karakter was binne die ou Nabye Oosle in omloap. Sommigc van die vcrhale is in die apokriewc byvocgings 

101 die DanitHbock opgeneern. Die twecde eeuse skrywcr van die DaniC!bock gebruik die legcndariese 

karakter, en herinlcrpreleer cnkclc vcrha!e om haar doc! te dien: om 'n verhaal van bemoediging aan haar 

lesers Ie bring. 

Die Danic!boek kom in die Massoretiese kanon onder die Geskriflc (Kelllbim), en in ander tradisics 

onder die Profcte (Nebi'il1l) voar. Die eersle lesers van die bock het die bock binne dIe wysheidstradlsle 

gep!aas. Hulle hel geweel dat die bock '11 lcgcndaricse karakter as hoofrolspe!er he\. Wat die boek as 

profesie aanbied, is gcskiedenis. I laar doel daannee was om haar lesers te oortuig dat as God die geheime 

van die toekoms kan openbaar, dit beteken dat Sy oor die hele wcrcld regcer. $y bes!uil oor die toekoms. 
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Lalere lesers, wal deur die vcrtalers van die bock verteenwoordig word. hel die baek eglcr saam Illcl die 

Profetcbaeke verklaar. 

Die vraag na die genre van die Danielvcrhale lei tot 'n debat waarin daar steeds nie konscnsus bcstaan 

nie. Die oorwegende tendens is om die verhalc as hafvcrhalc te beskryf. wal oor hofgeskilJe (Dan 2, 4 en 5) 

cn uitredding (Dan 3 en 6) handel. Daniel I dien a~ inleiding lot die Daniclboek deur die karakters cn tcma~ 

aan die orde te stc! . 

Die Danielboek staan dikwcls as 'n apokalipliese geskrif bekend. Die Daniclvisiocne. wat die 

droomuitlcg van Daniel 2 insluit. skep 'n geskicdenisbecld wat soms in apokaliptiese literatuur voorkom. 

Geskiedenis word pessimisties beskou. en deur 'n radikale Lngrype van God beeindig. Die res van die 

verhale decl egter nie die apokaliptiese eienskappc wat die visiocne kenmerk me. 

Die studie volg voorts 'n lilercr·historiesc bcnaderingswyse. In die metode·pluralisme komplimenteer 

sinchroniese en diachroniese insigtc mekaar om 'n beter beeld van die teologiese waarde van die bybclse 

teks te v~nn. 

Die studie ondersoek DaniCi I en 2 eksemplaries om die waarde van die litcrcr·historicse 

benadcringswyse om bybelse tekstc te onlsluil aan Ie toon. Die litcrcr·historie~e bcnadcringswyse bcstaan 

uit drie elemcntc. Ecrstcns ondemeem die studie 'n struktuur·analitiese ondersoek na die teks, aan die hand 

van twee onlledings. Hier gebruik die studie Propp se model om die teks funksionecl te ontleed. Daar word 

ook 'n semiotiese ontleding van die teks gemaak, met die doel om die narraticwe funksies en kwalifikasics 

wat die intrige bepaal te i"dentifiseer. Die beskrywing van funksies en kwalifikasies stl"\ die navorser in staat 

om pcrtinenle transfonnasies asook semiotiese vierkante te beskryf. Wanneer die pcrtinente transfonnasies 

en semiotiese vierkanlc beskryf is, kan die leologlese waardcs wat die skrywer oordra daaruit afgelei word. 

Tweedens doen die studie 'n dctail·analise van die teks waarin diachroniese en sinchroniese insigte 

gerntegreer word. Derdens vat die studie die resultate saam in tenne van 'n narratologicse sintesc, aan die 

hand van die vertellcr, agtergrond, karakters, intrige en stylelementc. 

In DaniCl I word Daniel en sy vriende gekies om as hofamplenare opgclei te word. Die koning voorsien 

die kwckclinge van koso as deel van die eis t01 totale lojaliteit wat aan die kwekelinge geslel word. Daniel 

weier om hom met die koningskos te vcrontreinig. Sy bcsluit is godsdienstig gemotivcer. Die God wat 

Jerusalem in Nebukadnesar se hand gegee het (Dan 1 :2) beloon Daniel en sy vriende vir hul getrouhcid deur 

wysheid en insig aan hulle te gee, en aan Daniel die vennoe om drome uit te Ie (Dan 1: 17). Die eienskappc 

is nodig om as hofamptenare aangeslel te word. Die koning bcvind die vier Jode tien maal beter as hul 

eweknice (Dan 1 :20). Met haar vertelling demonstreer die skrywer vir haar geYmpliseerde lesers die belang 

om getrou aan God te bly. 

In Daniel 2 het die Babiloniese koning kon na sy troonbestyging drome, wat sy onsekerheid oor sy 

politieke loekoms demonstreer. lIy weier om aan die wyse manne die droom te openbaar. omdat hy die 

droom vergeet het of sy adviseurs se integriteit (acts. Hy cis dat hulle die droom opcnbaar en die uitleg gee. 

Die wyse manne bcly dat hulle dil nie kan doen nie, en die koning veroordecl hulle en hul families tOI die 

dood. Die hoof van die laksmanne soek na Daniel en sy vriende om hulle dood te maak. Daniel verkry 

uitstel by die koning om die droom te openbaar, bid saam met sy vriende en loof God as hy die droom en 
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uitleg in 'n nagvisioen onlvang. fly openbaar die droom aan die koning, en gee ook die uitlcg. Die droom 

handel oor 'n beeld wat vier aardse koninkryke verteenwoordig. 'n Steen tref die bee!d en vemietig dil. Die 

steen is die koninkryk van God. Die koning is so bly oar die uitleg dat hy offers aan Daniel bring, alhocwel 

die uitleg die val van die Babiloniese ryk aankondig. Die verhaal eindig as die koning Daniel en sy drie 

vriende in hoc paste aanstel. Die skrywer gebruik haar verhaal om aan Ie dui dal God konings aanste! en 

afdank, en dat Sy die toekoms openbaar aan wic Sy wil (Dan 2:28, 47). Sy regecr soewerein oar die 

geskiedenis. En Sy sorg dat haar Yolk, Israel , uiteindelik die hecrskappy van die wcreld oomeem wannccr 

Sy aile ander menslike koninkrykc vemictig (Dan 2:44-45). 

Die DaniClskrywcr dra (wee oartuigings aan haar lesers oor. Sy beklemtoon dat God soewerein regeer. 

Nie net in Jerusalem nie, maar ook in Babel. En sy Ie kJem op gelowiges se vcrantwoordelikhcid. Hulle 

word opgcroep om beginselvas en getrou aan God Ie lewe deur die bepa]ings van haar Wet na Ie kom. Selfs 

al moet hulle die hoogste prys betaal. 
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SUMMARY 

The first part of the book of Daniel (Dan 1·6) consists of tales of a Jew and his three friends who were 

taken into exile by the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnczzar, during the reign of king lchoiakim of Judah. The 

four Jews were chosen to be trained as Babylonian court officials. God gave them the necessary wisdom to 

be appointed at court (Dan I). The rest of the tales (Dan 2-6) records their experiences in the service orthe 

foreign court. 

'nlrough the ages researchers accepted that the book of Daniel originated in the sixth century. and that its 

tales were about real historical figures. The tales (Dan 1-6) were interpreted in some faith communities as 

historical narratives and the visions (Dan 7-12) as prophecies. 

In time researchers realized that the book had its origin in the crisis in which Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

plunged the Jews in Judea with his policy of compulsory hellenization. 111is crisis led to the Maccabean 

revolt. as well as the political and religious independence of the Jewish nation. The most important reason 

for the fact that the book originated in the second century is found in the observation that the book contains 

many historical inaccuracies. These inaccuracies clear up as the writer wrote about the events of his own 

day, the second century. 

Important theological questions are raised when the book of Daniel is read as a second century creation. 

Docs the book have intrinsic theological meaning if it is not literally true? The modem view of history is 

characterized by positivism that subordinates the authority of Scriptures \0 the factual and historical 

reliability and soundness of biblical texts. This study suggests that the tales be read and interpreted in tenns 

of the science ofliteraturc. 

Other questions are also raised by a late dale of origin. Who was the writer of the book? The writer(s) 

or compiler(s) of the book came from the circles known as the maskilim (Dan 12:3). They called for loyalty 

to thc Jewish God in the face of the demands put by the policy of hellenization. The writer of the book of 

Daniel wanted to encourage his listeners with the narrative of four Jews who honored God in exile, and how 

God rewarded them. I-Ie used the exile as an analogy for the situation in which his readers lived, and he 

encouraged them to resist Antiochus IV·s policies because these policies clashed with their religious and 

cultural beliefs and customs. 

The figure of Daniel is found in biblical as well as non·biblieal texts. Daniel is a legendary character 

that had been used by ancient narrators as a paragon of righteousness and wisdom. Many tales were told in 

the old Middle East about this figure. Some of these tales found their way into the apocryphal additions to 

the book of Daniel. The writer of the second century used thiS legendary figure and reinterpreted some of 

the stories for his own aim: to encourage his people to remain faithful and steadfast. 

In the Massoretical canon the book of Daniel is found under the Writings (Kelllhim) and in other 

traditions under the Prophets (Neh; ';m). The first readers of the book interpreted it in the wisdom tradition as 

Ihey interpreted the other books found in the Writings. TIley knew that the main character in the book was a 

legendary figure and that the book's "prophecies" were actually history. The aim of the writer in writing 

history as prophecy was to persuade his readers to believe that if God could reveal the mysteries of the 
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future, He would also be able to rule over the world. l ie decided over the future. Later on the book was 

interpreted with the prophetic books. 

What is the genre of the book of Daniel? No consensus has been reached on this question. Most 

researchers describe the book as court tales, concerned with court eonnicts (Dan 2, 4 and 5) and deliverance 

(Dan 3 and 6). Daniel I introduces the characters and themes that determine the rest of the tales and visions. 

The book of Daniel is known as an apocalyptic book. The visions in the book crea!es a view of history 

found also in some other apocalyptic works. History is seen pessimistically, with God making an end to il all 

when He sets up His new kingdom. The interpretation of the dream according to Daniel 2 shares this view. 

The other tales (Dan 2-6) have no apocalyptic features. 

The study uses a literary-historical approach in the interpretation of the text. Synchronic and diachronic 

insights complement each other to fOrol a better view of the theological value of the biblical text. 

Darnel I and 2 are investigated to demonstrate the value of the literary-historical approach to interpret 

biblical texts. The literary-historical approach consists of three clements, a structural, historical and 

narrato logical analysis of the text. First, a structural investigation is being done by using Propp's model to 

analyze the text functionally, followed by a semiotic analysis to identify the functions and qualifications in 

the text. The description of functions and qualifications is necessary to describe the tcxt's pertinent 

transformations as well as its semiotic squares. The description of the pertinent transfonnations and semiotic 

squares enables thc researcher to fomlulate the theological values or convictions which the writer wished to 

convey to his readers. In the second place, synchronic and diachronic insights are integrated in a detailed 

analysis of the text. And lastly the results of the study are concluded in a narratological synthesis, in terms 

of the narrator, setting, characters, plot and style. 

In Daniel I Daniel and his friends are chosen to be trained as court oflicials. The king provides the 

apprentices with his own food, as part of his remand for absolute loyalty to his kingdom. Daniel decides not 

to defile himself with the king's food. His decision is religiously motivated. God who gave Jerusalem into 

the hand of Nebuehadnezzar (Dan 1 :2) rewards Daniel and his friends for their faithfulness with wisdom and 

insight. l ie gives Daniel the ability to interpret dreams and visions (Dan 1: 17). These characteristics are 

necessary to be appointed as court officials. The king evaluates lhe apprentices and finds the four Jews ten 

times better than the other young men (Dan I :20). With his narrative the writer demonstrates to his implied 

readers the importance to stay faithful to God. 

In Daniel 2 the Babylonian king has dreams shortly after being enthroned. The dreams demonstrate his 

political insecurity. He decides nO! to tell his wise men the contents of the dream because he forgot the 

dream or because he wants to test the integrity of his advisors. He demands that they tell him the dream as 

well as its interpretation. The wise men confess that they arc unable to do what the king demands from 

them, and the king condemns them and their families to death. The leader of the executioners looks for 

Daniel and his friends to kill them. Daniel asks the king for time to reveal the dream and prays with his 

friends . He praises God when he receives the revelation of the dream and interpretation in a night vision. 

He tells the king what the contents of the dream were and interprets it. The king dreamed of a statue that 

represents four human kingdoms. A stone hits the statue and destroys it. The stone is the kingdom of God. 

VI 

 
 
 



The king is so glad at the interpretation that he orders his servants to offer to Daniel even though Daniel 

ironically announces the fall of the Babylonian kingdom. The narrative ends where the king appoints Daniel 

and his friends in important positions. The writer uses his narrative to emphasize that it is God who appoints 

and dethrones kings. I-Ie revea ls the fu ture (Dan 2:28. 47). lie ru les sovereignly over the world. And li e 

cares for lIis people. Israel is to rule over the whole earth when God will destroy all kingdoms (Dan 2:44-

45). 

The writer of the book of Daniel conveyed two convictions to her readers. She emphasi7cd the 

sovereign rule of God, not only in Jerusalem but also in Babylon. And she emphasized the responsibility of 

the faithful. TIley are called to keep the commandments of the Law faithfully, even if it would cost thcm 

thcir lives. 
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VOORWOORD 

My belangstelling in die Danielboek hel uil ' n gcdoscerde meeslcrsgraad onder Iciding van prof W S 

Prinsloo ontstaan. Die studie hel gehandel oor die aktualisering van die Ou Testament. Ek het in 1997 '0 

skrip"ic oor die visioene van Daniel 7-12 onder leiding van dr James Kritzinger voltooi. 

Ek is dank aan prof Dirk Human verskuldig. Hy hel baie ure aan die vomling van die sturlie en 

proefskrifspandecr, cn altyd met die gro01stc gcduJd. lIy is '0 baie besondere mens. 

In die volksmond staan Daniel as 'n profect bckcnd. Die kerk het dcur die eeuc die verhale \Vat oor hom 

handel letterlik gclntcrpreteer. En sy visiocne is as profcsicc oor die loekoms gc'interpreteer. Dil word 

steeds so in die Pinkstertradisic gcdocn. Reeds in die derde eeu D.C. het Porfirie egter gocie redes aangevoer 

dat die boek in die tweede eeu v.C. ontstaan het. Vandag is daar min navorsers wat nie aanvaar dal die boek 

as 'n reaksie op Antiochus IV Epifanes se vcrvolging ontstaan het nie. 

Die problcem is cgter dal die kerk deur die ceue nie geduJd het dat argumente aangevoer word dal die 

verhale nie historiesc vertellings, cn die visioene nie profesiee is nie. Die argumente sou die gcsag bedreig 

wat die kerk aan die Skrif heg. En dit het die kerk nie toegelaat nie. In hierdie studie loon ek aan dat dil 

hoegenaamd nie gc100fsbedreigend is om die Daniclboek as 'n Iweedc eeusc wcrk Ie beskou, wal handel oar 

'n Iegendariese figuur wat dic geskiedenis as profesie beskryf nie. Wanneer die bock as 'n litercre werk 

gei'nterpreleer word, ontsluit dit belangrike Icologiese insigte wat vir die predikingslaak groot waarde hel. 

Ek poog om wat taalgebruik belref inklusief te wees, deur die vroulikc vir onbepaalde pcrsone ID 

hoofstukkc I, 3 en 5 Ie gebruik, en die manlike in altematiewe hoofstukke. Dit geld ook van die gebruik van 

God as persoon. Dit word in rcaksie op my kerklike lradisie gedocn wat vrouens met eksklusicfmanlikc taal 

tot ondergeskiktheid verkneg. 

Ek dra die sludic aan Pieter en Petro Swart op. wat dit finansiec1 moontlik gemaak het. En aan Mariet en 

Marinus, wat my nag c1ke keer bygeslaan en ondersteull het. Dolf Cocrtzcn het gc£lo dis nag 'n kecr 

moontlik! 
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