
VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA. S21 

Cl-IAPTER XX. 

Hard frost. Account of Sister Scll1nitt's school. Visit to the Go
vernor at the Groote Post. Destruction of trees by Hottentots. 
Their diligence at 'Work among the rocks. Ants' nests, used as ovens. 
Quarr!l. A loe garden destro.yed. Cuytges, salamanders, and 
serpents found. Foundation oj'the new church. Zacchetts Deba, 
a CafJre from Gnadenthal. Journey to Capetown. Reflections 
on the enjoyment of earthly comforts. }JIlr. Sieurvogel. Cape
town dogs. Rev. Dr. Jones, Senior chaplain. Apologies not 
attended to. MI'.Slabbert's waggon and ten horses. Yellowfinches. 
Cameleons. Elephant-stones. ]!oy-Mack's Revier. Farewell
discourse. La.ying the foundation-stone of the ner~ churclt. Mr. 
Schroe..der. Dacha, a poisonous plant. 

AUG UST 1st. It had frozen very hard last night, and the ice vias in 
some places nearly an inch thick. The air, however, ,vas perfectly 
clear, and the sun shone w'arm. As I ,vas nlaking a sketch of the 
rocks behind the stables, Sister Schrllitt's school-girls came towards 
me, one carrying a plate, with a piece of ice in it, fast melting in 
the sun. They asked llle, ,vhether the water, flowing from the ice, 
Inight be drank ,yith safety, as they thought, that it was poisonous. 
I gave them some information on the subject, and when I described 
the quantity and thickness of the ice in the northern regions, and 
told thenl of the irnnlense ice-Illountains and fields, floating ill the 
ocean, I perceived, by their astonished looks, that, had they not 
thought one of their teachers incapable of falsehood or exaggeration, 
they would have suspected 111e of sporting ,vith their credulity. 

'fhese children are froin ten to fourteen years old, and instructed, 
out of pure charity, by Sister Schn1itt, in sattin-stich, tarnbour, and 
plain work. It is surprising, ,vith what neatness they have learnt 
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to execute it. vVhen Sister Schmitt first arrived at Groenekloot~ 
and saw the wretched state of 1110st of the lIottentot children, it 
exceedingly distressed her, and having perceived, that most of the 
flottentot 'VOl1len are good seamstresses, and teach their girls early _ 
the use of the needle, it occurred to her rnind, that they luight soon 
learn to ,york sattin-stich, which she herself perfectly well under
stood. She therefore tried the experiment with one or two, and 
succeeding, added more to the nUlllber. By these llleans, she 
taught the children to earn their own bread, and even to afford re
lief to their poor parents. I-Ier country\voman, Sister Leitner, has 
done the ScHne at GnadenthaI. 

TIeing in vited to dine vvith the Governor at the (;roote Post, I 
lllCt there Captain Cloete, 1\11'. 13entinck, and ~,fr. VVard. 'Ve were 
spending the afternoon very pleasantly, ,vhen a dispatch announced 
to his Excel1ency the death of his brother at Lisbon. Sonle tinle 
after he had left the room, he sen t the letter for our perusal. The 
lllolunful new·s was heard by the company ,vith sincere sYlnpathy, 
and ,ve spent the rell1ainder of the day in silence and reading. 

2<1. 'Vhile I ,vas ,vaiting for my horse, to return to Groenekloof, 
the Governor, CODling into the room, desiretl me to spend the day 
,vith hinl. I had nluch conversation ,vith his _Excellency, con .. 
cerning various subjects, and thought Iny titne not un profitably 
spent. lIe kindly acceded to sonle proposals, laid before hin1, 
tending to remove unpleasant disagreements between neighbours. 

During the forenoon, 1\11'. Croucher, by his orders, showed llle a 
ne,v plough, lnade of cast iron, ,vorked with only two horses, or 
four, if more depth of furrows ~is required, without holding the 
shafts. lIe -wished me to recolnmend it to our luissionaries. In 
the evening, I took a solitary ,valk to the hills, and ,vent up to 
sonle rocks, or large fragn1ents of granite. 'fhey form a good fore
ground to a vie\v of the Groote Post, lying in the plain. 'rhe 'rable
l\lountain and its c0111panions adorn the horizon. 

3d. I set out early, and was follo,ved by the Governor, who, after 
breakfast, passed through G roenekloof~ on his return to Capeto\vn. 
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I-le was in better health and spirits. I had caught a violent cold, 
and felt unwell. I~ut a packet of letters frolll England lllade ll1C 

forget all indisposition. 
5th. In the afternoon, visiting some I-Iottcntot fanlilies; I observed 

an unfinished house, the walls of stone, and well built, and inquired 
into the reason of its being left in that state, 'when I found, that it 
,vas o,ving to a ,vant of wood for the doors, roof, and furniture. 
rrhis led to an explanation respecting the possession of the wood~ 
and prevented the poor people appealing to the landdrost against 
the overseer, who had very properly prohibited their cutting wood 
at their pleasure, by ,vhich, fornlerly, a great lnany trees have been 
destroyed. Till better instructed, the I-Iottentots have no thought 
beyond the present Inoment, and being too lazy to stoop and apply 
their axe to the bottom of the stenl, they chop it off as high as they 
can stand to it, besides"nlaiming others by cutting off their branches, 
or tops, without any attention to the growth of the tree. The ge
neral scarcity of wood makes it therefore highly necessary to pre
vent such Dlischief, and as they may have ,vhat ,yood they,vant, 
to build their huts, if they only apply to the overseer, there is no 
hardship in, their asking for it. rrhey 'were satisfied, w hen Brothel' 
Schmitt explained the Inatter to them. 

In the evening, the fanlily met to a consultation respecting the 
commencement of the building of the ne\v church, and the Ineans 
of providing food and dwelling for any additional hands. 

6th. To-day we began to carry stones fronl the rocks behind the 
stables, to lay the foundation of the church, and I 'was much pleased 
to see the zeal and spirit, with ,vhich the Hottentots went to ,York. 
There ,vas indeed a good deal of amusen1ent connected ,,,ith it, 
which, with them, is a great stimulus to exertion. 1\1any very large 
stones ,vere dislodged,and dragged to the building,on a strong sledge, 
by ten oxen. In separating two parts of an inllnense block, ,yhich, 
by some violence not accounted for, had a crack right through the 
nliddle, a nest of ants of the largest size, ,vas laid open. rfhey 
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,vere from half, to near three quarters of an inch long. Ahnost 
every stone seemed to afford protection to larger or slnaller ants. 
'rhey differed fron1 those, which raise solid nests of clay in all parts 
of the ,vilderness, in shape like a baker's oven, and used for that 
purpose in the interior. 'The Caffres, ,vhen first perrnitted to settle 
at Gnadenthal, before they could build ovens, according to the 
custom of their country, availed thenlselves of these tUll1uli, and. 
having expelled or destroyed the inhabitants by fire and sn10ke, 
scooped thenl out holIo,v, leaving a crust of a few inches in thick
ness, and used them for baking, putting in three loaves at a titne. 
'l'he clay, of which the nests are fon-ned, is so ·well prepared by 
by these industrious insects., that it is used for the floors of rO()nlS~ 
both by I-Iottentots and farmers. 

7th. The people continued their ,york at the stones as long as 
the ,veather renlained fine, and I frequently acconlpanied 13rother 
Sc.hmitt, ,vhen he attended them. No European labourers could 
,vork ,vith greater diligence and effect. "\IVe had engaged a Dambra 
IIottentot, called Ephraim, to work in a quarry at the top of the 
eminence, where the granite ,vas split into irregular strata, near1y 
in a perpendicular direction. The quarry yielded good stone for 
building walls. The large 11lasses above ground, ,vere of a harder 
texture, than the stones under the surface. 'Thin layers of schistus 
cleaved to SOlne part of the latter. Ephraim distinguished hilnself 
by his steadiness and persevering diligence. The Dalnbras differ 
much in their manners from the Hottentots of this country, they 
are of a more swarthy complexion, and have features better forIlled. 

V\7hen a large stone ,vas dislodged, I generally met with some
thing deserving attention. rro-day I sa'w, for the first time, that 
singular aninlal, called by the Hottentots, the mountain-salamander. 
I t is shaped like a lizard, but broader, seven or eight inches long, and 
scaly. The scales on the tail are pointed, and stand off from the 
body, but whether generally, or only in fright or anger, I cannot tell. 
A nest of young cuytges was uncovered. 'rhis is a small species of 
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newt or asker; its bite is said to be very venomous, and as it lodges 
in old thatch, the Hottentots are very cautious in taking down an 
old roof. Under sorne of the stones we found caterpillars, black 
and hairy. 

By the operation of grubbing up, and removing these stones, 
,vhich may have lain there since the deluge, nlany flowers, much 
beautiful shrubbery, and a great quantity of aloes, ,vere destroyed. 
I defended them as long as I could, but was obliged to submit to 
the necessity of using the stones. 'fhe ground was stre,ved with 
flo",~ers and bulbs, shattered aloe-leaves and beautiful plants, but 
I was assured, for my cOlnfort, that, after a short rest, the earth 
,vould bring forth abundantly, and the aloes and fahlblar again 
adorn the spot. By far the greater part of the masses of stone, 
being beyond the power of lnan to move, they still present a singu
lar and beautiful group of rocks, and the removal of the smaller 
fragn1ents, laying the larger Inasses lllore open, gave them more 
picturesque dignity. 

9th. Brother Bonatz, after the rneeting for instruction, having 
proposed to the men, thn t they should begin to dig the foundation 
of the church, they irnnlediately Jell to work, ,vith great alacrity. 

The ground opened easily, but SOine remnants of old walls ,vere 
discovered, the tann-house belonging to the Dutch Conl pany hav
ing occupied this spot, previous to the building of the present d,vell
jng-house. At the ,vest corner, ,vater appeared, not proceeding froln 
a spring, but oozing out of a sandy stratum. Beneath the sand 
was a layer of a kind of pipe-clay, and to this ,ve were obliged to 
penetrate, to get a finn foundation. In the afternoon, I visited 
several families in the village. 

10th, .. A.fter breakfast, I went to the people at ,york anlong the 
l'ocks. Between two large flat stones, one lying on the other, 
leaving a small space between then1, we discovered the nest of the 
serpent, called here, cobra di capella. A I-Iottentot lad, who had 
fortified hirnself against the poison of a serpent's bite, ,vas called, 
and took out three young ones. One of theln I put into a bottle 
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of brandy. \,Ve had scarcely disposed of theIn, before a bergadder 
ll1ade his appearance. It ,vas seized by the neck, and sent after 
the cobra di capella, into the bottle. Under the sanle stone, a scor .. 
pion, and ~everallarge spiders w·ere found. In the evening, Ephrailu 
killed and sent nle a young N achtschlange, or night-serpent, beau
tifully nlarked ,vith yello,v, vennilion, and dark-blue rings. 

11 tho l\fany I-Iottentots attended the public-service. Brother 
SGhrnitt delivered an allinlated discourse on the gospel of the day; 
and in his prayer comrnended the building of the new church, and 
all who take share in it, to the blessing and protection of our 
I-Ieavenly Father. 

12th. Mr. 1\;Ielville surprised us very agreeably, by his unex
pected arrival. I delivered to him the Governor's order, to Inake 
a diagranl of this place, by which I had the satisfaction to detain 
him. To-day, a Caifre, Zaccheus Deba, arrived here froln Gna
denthal, ,,,,ith letters and journals. The letters from our ruissiona
ries described the impression Inade upon the Hottentots, by the 
departure of their beloved Father Schwinn, as very great. They 
still wept tears of relnorse, when they called to nlind his affection
ate zeal and adrnonitions, and his tender concern for the salvation 
of their souls, and for their inlprovement in all things that adorn 
the Christian character. ,\Ve hope that the effect of this contrition 
,vill be salutary and pennanent. 

13th. Being a meillorial-day in the Church of the United Breth
ren, it was celebrated \vith due solen1nity. At nine ,ve rnet in the 
chapel. I had never seen this place so ,veIl filled, nor a lllore at
tentive auditory. Every bench 'was crowded, and the children sat 
on the ground. 13rother SClllllitt delivered a suitable discourse, in 
which he introduced a most lUlllinous, and even to flottentots, intel
ligible, account of the event, which gave rise to this festival. (See 
Crant.z's I-listory of the Brethren. Part I.p. 115.) 

1\11'. and 1\irs. Slabbert \vere present, on their return from the 
Cape, and expressed great satisfaction and astonishment at the de
vout behaviour of the congregation. I-Ie informed us, that the sail-
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ing of the Brilliant was put off till the 7th of Septenlber; a delay, 
,vhich I then much regretted. 

In the evening, the l-Ioly Comn1union ,vas adluinistered, the Mis
sionaries having previously met, to encourage each other to bro
therly love, and that union of spirit, without which, the best inten
tions, plans, and talents, relnain un profitable in the service of God; 
for only " where brethren dwell together in unity, there the Lord 
COlllmandeth his blessing.n 

14th. In the evening, the Cafi're, Zaccheus Deba, caIne into my 
roorn, to take the letters I had written to Gnadenthal. One ob
ject he had in vie,v, in offering hinlself to go as rnessenger to Groe
nek1oof, \vas to see me once nlore, and to tell me, that his wife had 
departed this l~fe, r~joicing in Clod her Saviour. I-Ie added, that 
before her departure, she had particularly requested to be rClnem
bered to 111e, ,vith that assurance, that she had continued to pray 
for Ine, that the Lord ,vould bless rne, and grant Ine a safe passage 
to England. I felt thankful for the prayers of this ,vorthy,vornan, 
'Vh0111 I had frequently seen, and conversed with, and knew as a 

very cxenlplary character. The lnild, hunlble deportnlcnt of Zac
cheus, was particularly noticed by a gentlenlan present. 

15th. I accolllpanied 1\1r. :N1elville to Capeto,vn. 'Ve pro
ceeded gently, engaged in pleasant conversation, and were seven 
hours on the road. At IV1r. Melville's house, we found two gen
tlenIen, just arrived frorn Van Diemen's Land. They gave an en-· 
tertaining account of that earthly paradise. 

It \vould be tedious to relate, in order, all the various occupa
tions and visits, by which nly time was employed, during nly pre
sent stay at Capetown. I ,vill, therefore, only observe, that the 
society of nly friends, the Disandt fanlily, 1\1r. Haneke, :LVIr. Pole
lnan, and the reverend 1\11'. Hesse, proved a source of great enjoy
nlent to Iny lllind. 

18th. I attended divine-,vorship, at the Lutheran church. 
The organist played lnore soberly than usual, but could not re
fr.ain froIn performing a very brilliant rondo, from one of flaydn's 
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symphonies, ,vhen the service was over. I felt the ilupropriety of 
introducing it into the church, but could not help adrniring the 
very great dexterity, ·with \vhich he executed the most difficult 
passages, and made thelll tell on the organ. I was displeased \vith 
myself, for not being nl0re displeased with hin1. 

'Vith a very highly esteerned friend, I had a conversation on 
several subjects, \vhich made a deep impression upon me. Being 
rather of an anxious turn of mind, he expressed surprise at the con
fidence and cheerfulness of some Christians. He related, that he 
,vas educated in the celebrated Paedagogium at Halle in Saxony, 
\vhere, contrary to the intention of its founders, he and others \vere 
taught to entertain scruples concerning the principal doctrines of 
Christianity, and to explain away those scriptures, which the 
Neologen, or Socinians and Deists, found to bear against their fa
vourite opinions. But as he could find no conlfort and peace in 
the ne,v doctrines of self-enlightened 11len, he began ,yell to consider 
those, \vhich they had rejected, and, by slow degrees, seenled to ob
tain nlore faith in them, and to consider them as the basis of all 
sound religion. He \vished, ho,veyer, to kno,v my views of that 
real and convincing experience of the efficacy of faith in Jesus, 
and the atonernent Inade for sin, ·which a true. believer ought to 
possess. I gave him a plain and faithful account of the luanner, 

. in ,vhich, " it pleased God to reveal his Son in me," though natu
rally averse to religion, falsely supposing, that it tended to check 
all cheerfulness, and the enjoYlnent of the pleasures of this life, 
whereas I now knew, that the only ,yay to live happy, and innocently 
to enjoy that good, which ,Goo·has left to us in this \yorld, as " a 
witness for hilllself," for our usc, illlprovelllent, and cOlllfort, was 
to nlake sure, that I-Ie is our Father, Friend, and Deliverer from 
the curse and punishment of sin" as declared in the Gospel. 

IVIy friend observed, that ever since he had beconlC acquainted 
with 111e, he had ,vondered, how a man of so lively a disposition, 
could belong to a cOlllmunity so recluse and religious, as that of 
the Church of the Brethren, in which there ,yere so luany checks, 
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l)J particuJar rules and regulations, against the ,vays, of the world, 
and its· pleasures and arl1usements. I-Ie added, however, that, in 
genefaJ, he had always found those members of our Church, ,,,ith 
,,'hOl11 he had become acquainted, lively and cheerful people, and 
attentive to the innocent Ineans of making their lives and dwellings 
on earth cotnfortable. rrhis led to a consideration of the effects of 
true conversion of heart, ,vhen a man is turned from the love of 
the ,vodd and sin to his· God and Saviour, and has his " con
versation in heaven." To him it is no act of painful self·denial, to 
avoid the things that lead froin God, and no punishrnent, to be ex
cluded fron1 thern. Surely no one has more reason to be happy 
an<l contented,. than the m.an ,vho expects" that better things than 
those, which he no'w possesses, will shortly be his portion: he uses 
the ,vodd, yet as not abusing or cleaving to· it; and enjoys all the 
gifts of his Creator with a thankful, heart. 13u t I felt, that I ought 
to take his rernark as· a kind ad!llonition, to be,vare, lest too much 
-vivacity and attention to o~jects, ,vhich afford pleasure to the 
nlind, and engage the activity of the intellectual, part of luan, 
though sinless in theillsel Yes, should sometimes lead to forgetfulness 
of higher and rnore important spiritual concerns. 

\Vith his· Excellency the Governor, I had an opportunity of con
versing Oil sOlne arrangements at Groenekloof, by ,vhich real service 
'was done' to the Mission. From Colonel Bird, I experienced the 
same kindness,. 

Brother SChl11itt f()und Thir. Sieurvogel, a tinlber-nlerchant, dis-· 
posed most honourably to abide' by a verbal agreenlent respecting 
the price of the tiulber, ,vanted for the building of the church at 
Groenekloof, though by the loss of his vessel, the Young Phoenix, 
in the late storn), tirnber had risen considerably in price. But a 
conscientious lnan needs no legal tie, to bind hiro to a pronlise. 

For several nights I ,vas [Dnch disturbed in my sleep by the 
continual barking and howling of dogs in the street, about which 
the inhabitants SeelTI liot to trouble themselves. A large nunlber 
cf these animals have no masters, but find food, shelter, and. 
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places to litter in, wherever they can. The people go and pick 
out such pnppies as they think will turn out well, and 'leave the 
rest. The heavy rain tnay have been troublesome to these stray· 
dogs, and the cause of their nightly vociferations. 

Before I left Capeto,vn, I visited the Rev.lVIr. Tholn, employed 
by the Missionary Society in London, with whom I had lunch 
friendly conversation, concerning the state of their, and our-Mis
sions. I also waited upon the Senior. Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. 
Jones, who returned to the Cape some thne ago. His services 
to the colony have been highly beneficial, especially as it regards 
the ilnprovement of schools. '-fo his benevolent exertions, we 
o,ve the building of the school-house at Gnadellthal, and the in
troduction of Dr. Bell's plan of teaching, as far as it is practicable 
among I-Iottentot children. 

Brother Sc hmitt engaged a Inaster-builder, Mr. Schroeder, to 
undertake the building of the new church at Groenekloof, who 
advised us to make as many bricks as we could. 

After a very pleasant visit, having transacted all our business 
with satisfaction, ,ve took leave of our worthy friend and hospita
ble hostess, :1.\;lrs. l)isandt, and returlled on the 

22d to Groellekloof, with Mr. Slabbert, in his travelling wag
gon, he driving ten horses in hand. 'The four nearest to the 
,vaggon are guided by a servant with reins, while his 111aster, sit
ting beside hinl on the box, governs the other six, by a dexterous 
use of the long whip. 

23d. I was engaged \vith packing, intending to send all our 
baggage on board the Brilliant, which, as the Captain infonned 
us, would be ready to sail by the 5th of Septeillber. 'fhe lfot
tentots had not forgotten the bottle of serpents, but brought me a 
young puffadder, and three calneleons. The calneleons were found 
in the nest of a yellow finch. 1"he poplar-wood at Groenekloof 
abounds with these nests. They are like bags, suspended froln 
the ends of the sInaller branches of trees, to render theln secure 
against serpents and Yerluin, but the calneleons had contrived to 
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dislodge the poor birds, and sieze upon the nest. 
of the season prevented my taking any aninlals alive. 
had provided for Iue several tortoises, cameleons, 

331 

'-rhe lateness 
My friends 

fresh water 
turtles, (a sluall turtle about four inches square), and even a 
young baboon. 

25th. In the afternoon the whole fatuily, accompanied by ]\IIr. 
Melville, visited the Oliphants' I{lippen, (Elephants' stones), near 
the Klaberfalg, ]\IIr. Duckett's farnl. '-rhey are detached masses 
of granite, erect, or in a leaning posture, situated in a valley, as 
if they had been thrown fronl an adjoining hill, or. rather, left 
there by the washing away of the ground, when the valleY1vas 
formed. Every eluinence in this neighbourhood also, is crowned 
with a collection of stones, forming a kind of rock alnong the 
bushes. Many beautiful flow.ers were now beginning to 'peep out, 
as the spring was fast advancing. 

26th. Mr. Melville's waggon conveyed all my heavy baggage 
to Capetown. In the afternoon, Brother Bonatz acconlpanied 
m·e on a visit to th,at part of the settlement, called l\loy Mack's 
Revier, which lies to the right of the Cape road, on entering the 
farm. A small stream passes through it, crosses the road, and, 
skirting the little wood, helps to irrigate the grounds in that part 
of the village under the hill. 

'fhe cottages are of the meaner kind: the gardens slope do\vn 
towards the brook: the soil is a dry sand, and will require luuch 
culture, before it is turned into a fruitful nlould. Peter, a 
Dambra IIottelltot, has the best garden, and is an active man. 
The people seelned much pleased ·with our visit. We then went 
to the upper r01V of cottages, to the left of the road, and there 
-saw a 'VOluan up1vards of an hundred years old. Sister Schnlitt, 
who had joined us, accosted her, but she appeared quite stupid. 
iler children and grand-children live with her. She had been 
an inhabitant for six years, but seemed perfectly indifferent about 
religion. Of late, however, she sometilnes asked a person, in 
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'wholn she had confidence, whether it were still possible for her to 
be saved. 

The people now begin to dig in their grounds, and in a 
short tilne they ,vill look well. But for want of hedges, they 
cannot prevent their neighbours' cattle from entering their 
grounds, which sometimes produces great uneasiness. Since by 
the Governor's kindness, the boundary is now defined, and there 
need be no Blore 'contentionabout the wood, I endeavoured to 
ilnpress upon the people the necessity of attending to the mak:
ing of hedges, and that plantations should be promoted as much 
as~possible, yet under proper regulations, that there may be no 
useless waste, or even destr.uction of the young trees, by impro
per treatment. Mr. Croucher, who visited us about this time, 
gave the best advice, being well versed in the management of 
woo<.1s. 

27th. We visited that part of the village, ,vhich we could not 
reach yesterday, for the inhabitants would have been greatly dis
appointed and grieved, if I had not called at every house and hut. 
In the evening, a couple were ll1arried at the church. 

30th. Our friend, Mr. Slabbert, returning from the Cape, 
brought with hiln the lnaster-builder, Mr. S.chroeder. With the 
latter) Mr. Melville and I conferred about the plan of the new 
church. In the valley to the north of the farnl, we sought and 
found brick-earth, and on exalnination of the premises, . Mr. 
Schroeder declared, to our great satisfaction, that every facility 
existed here within reach: good clay for bricks, a sufficient quan
tity of stone, water, and the right sort of sand. lIe also pronoun
ced the pipe-clay under the sand, to be a good foundation. 

I read my farewell-address this evening to a.crowded auditory. 
i\fter I had finished, Brother Bonatz took the chair; and, after 
Inaking SOllle observations on my visit and voyage, concluded 
,vith prayer, cOlnmending me and his sonAdolph to the protection 
and blessing of the Lord. 
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31st. This was the day appointed for laying the foundation
stone of the new church. '"The Cel'en1ony took place at 10 A. M. 
Early in the morning, a number of l:Iottelltots had conveyed the 
stone from the hill to the spot. 'They delighted in the work, and 
there was 110 want of hands. 'fhe stone was of a triangular shape, 
its south-side, four feet five inches; east .. side, three feet' six 
inches; north -east side, five feet six inches; and one toot four 
inches in thickness. A square hole had been punched into it, to 
hold the leaden box., with the writing. 

The service was conducted in the following manner: Brother 
Schmitt opened it with that hYlun; Sing hallelujah, honour,praise, 
&c. and then addressed the congregation in a 'sui table discourse. 
The people stood, both about the ditch, and within the space en
closed. He then read the texts of Scripture appointed for the 
day: " Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. Luke x. 10. 
Many, 0 Lord 'Iny God, are Thy wonderful t~orks, which Thou hast 
done, and Thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reck-, 
oned up in order unto Thee: if' I would declare and speak of them, 
they are rnore than can be nurnbered. Ps. xl. 5." Brother Fritsch 
read the Dutch translation of the contents of the parchlnent, 
which he held in his hand, and having delivered it to me, I placed 
it in the leaden box; Brother Stein deposited it in the founda
tion-stone. Mr. Schroeder followed, put a flat stone over it, and 
gave' a stroke upon it with a n1allet. Each of us followed, re ... 
peating the stroke, as is usually done on such occasions. A verse 
being sung, Brother Bonatz, kneeling upon the stone, offered 
up a prayer. 'fhe congregation then sung that hyn1n, Now let 
us praise the Lord, &c. and the blessing being pronounced, the 
assem,bly dispersed. 

It was a solemn and delightful service. The Ifottentots see In .... 
ed fixed to their places in attention and devotion; and several 
friends, who were present, expressed their admiration both of their 
behaviour, their joyful songs of praise, and their fervent expressions 
of gratitude to God for the Inercies bestowed upon them. A spi .. 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



JOURNAL OF A 

fit afjoy and gladness prevailed on this occasion, which, by Gou's 
blessing, gave a new stirllulus to the exertions of all engaged in 
the building, and contributed not a little to its completion, in a 
manner which has given general satisfaction. 

1\;Ir. Schroeder, having given us some- good advice, left us in the 
afternoon. We l11et this evening to make arrangements previous 
to Illy departure. 

rrhere is in this country a plant, called by the I-Iottentots Da .. 
eha, a species of wild hemp, (cicuta). Some of them smoke it 
like tobacco, or Inix it ,vith the latter herb, and are exceedingly 
fond of it. Its effects upon the hUlnan body are dreadful. It not 
only takes a,vay the senses for a season, even Blore cornpletely 
than drunkenness, but, by degrees, undermines the constitution, 
,veakens every faculty of mind and body, and makes cri pples of 
those t hat continue in the practice. It is necessary, therefore, 
that nlost detennined resistance should be Inade against this de
structive propensity, and by a rule established in oursettle>tnents, 
the use of dacha is to be entirely abandoned. 'Vhoever is 
guilty of 8moking it, is excluded; but a seducer of others to the 
abonlinable practice, expelled. The chief cOlnplaint against 
the Hottentots is, that they are incorrigibly lazy, and unfit for 
labour. In most instances, the cause of it is the use of this poi
sonous herb. Who would believe, therefore, that the very Inea 
who complain, should encourage the growth of it in their grounds, 
and sell it to the Hottentots! Yet this I have seen with my own 
eyes, even ",here I least suspected it. 

Septelnber 1st. Being Sunday., the Hottentots came in parties, 
between the services, to take leave of lne, and with many of them 
I entered into pleasant conversation. There were some good 
spokesmen anlong thenl, who expressed the sentilnents of their 
brethren in very affectionate tenns. 'rwo Dambras, Ephraiul and 
Peter, gave me particular satisfaction, by the 111odest, unaffected 
lllanner, in which they declared their gratitude and good-will. 

In the afternoon, all the lllissionaries fnet, when I had an op-
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