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by parties of Hottentots, who came to take leave, and to ,vish Ine 
success. They did it with such siolplicity and sincerity, that, busy 
ns I was, I could not but particularly attend to everyone of thenl. 
Two 'VOlnen CaIne,. each carrying a roll of matting, and begged, that 
I ,vould use them on the journey, for their sakes, as they had made 
thenl on purpose for nle. I thanked them for this proof of their 
affection, inforrrled them) that we ,vere ,vell provided with thi5 
useful article, but that I would accept of their kind present, and 
save it, to take with me on my return to England, where I would 
keep it and show it to \ny Brethren" as a token of their gratitude, 
for having sent them teachers. 

'rhe poor people were alrnost in ecstacy at the thought, that 
the work ot their hands should go across the great ,vaters to thei;; 
teachers' land; nor did I suffer such kindness to go unre,vardede. 

CIIAPTER VI. 

Departurefrom Gnadenthal. Account of the company. Manner of 
travelling in South Africa,. Arrive at Mr. Von Helsland'sfar1n on 
Bock Revier. R,enconire with an enraged boor. Instance ofinjuitice·. 
Hot Outspann. Arrival at .Zreellendam. The landdrost's hospitality. 
Relays. Visit to Zuurbrack. Groot-Vader~s-Bosch-. Duyvernhoeck's 
Revier. Mr. Pi€t du Preez. 

MARCII5th. Every previous arrangement having been made, as 

stated in the foregoing chapter, it was our intention to set off at 
twelve O'clock, with a view, before sunset, to reach the house of 
Mr. V'on Helsland, on Bock Revier, a gentleman well known to 
-Mr .. Melville,. where we m~ht find a hospitablereception and good 
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quarters for the first night. But hy continual interruption, oc
casioned by parties of I-Iottentots, ,vho carne to take leave, and to 
express their good wishes and prayers, that success Inight attend us 
on our,vay, our departure was delayed till two o'clock. 1\fean-while, 
a large company had assembled under the grove, who joined inr 
singing hYlnns, while ,ve entered our waggons. Our cOlupany con
sisted of the following persons-: 

C. I. I..Jatrobe, John Mel ville, John Ilenry Schluitt and his ,vife, 
and John Jiirgen Stein: with the I-lottentots, 1Vfarcus lVloses, Chris .. 
tian I-Iector, Jeremias 'VaIy, Lebrecht Aris-, Johannes Paer] , and his 
f~lther, Leonhard Paer1. The latter had lately been re-adnlitted". 
having returned to (jnadenthal after long absence. Like nlany 
other I-Iottentots, he had ever been extremely fond of roving, and 
could not well endure to remain long in one place. Several years 
ago, hearing on his tramps some account of Gnadenthal, and that 
there the flottentots were instructed in the word of God, curiosity 
led hirll to visit that settlement. He heard the gospel with atten
tion, and it pleased God to awaken his heart and SllOW hilu the ne
cessity of conversion. At his request, he obtained leave to live 
there, and as he conducted himself soberly, there ,vas no intention 
on the part of the lVIissionaries to send hinl-away; but he could not 
long bear to be confined, in attending to a 'field and garden. After 
111any shorter wander.ings,. he absented hhnselffor three whole years, 
and, during that tim.e~ had traversed the ,vhole colony fronl east to 
west, visiting all places of which he obtained any information; till 
at length, weary of a vagabond life, he returned to Gnadenthal, and 
baving anew obtained pernlission to reside, began seriously to Inake 
the concerns of his imlnortal soul his chief object. 

On account of his general knowledge of every part of the co ... 
lony, and especially of the district of Uitenhagen, and the Chanl-
toos Revier, the Brethren recoffilnended hilTI . to me as a guide, 
though his age rendered hinl unfit to bear any great hardships. Jo
hannes, his son, had been lately baptized, and possessed not only cle
verness in the managenlent of our teallls, but a willing and cheerful 
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spirit. 'fhe sanle Inay be said of Marcus Moses, of whose good 
sense and steady conduct, ,ve had Inaoy satisfactory proofs. All 
of thenl, indeed, deserve cornmendation, as ,veIl for their readiness to 
enter into our views, and to obey all our directions ,vithout ll1ur-
111uring, as for their unifoflIlly,good behaviour, by which they ho
noured the cause of the gospel, being everywhere known and ob
served, as salllples of Christian Hottentots. 

'rhe cOlllmission I had received, to nlake search after a spot of 
unoccupied land, for a third missionary settlement of the United 
Brethren, n1ade it adviseable for me to take ,vith n1e a man, ,vho 
understood well the nature of the soil, and, from his knowledge of 
the habits of the I-Iottentots, and their mode of procuring subsist
ence, could judge better than I ,vas able to do, of the fitness of any 
place ,ve might discover. Such a man ,vas my faithful companion, 
Brother Sclunitt. 

NIr. 1\tfelville, having brought his own travelling-,vaggon from 
Capeto,vn, and the Gnadenthal ,vaggon, originally destined for the 
journey, as before mentioned, proving too small and inconvenient, 
'we put the baggage into the latter, and gave charge of it to Brother 
Stein, ,vho willingly accepted of that honourable post, and took his 
seat in the baggage-,vaggon. The rest of us occupied the seats in the 
lighter vehicle. 

It 111ay not be inlproper, in this place, to give a more detailed ac ... 
count of the mode of travelling in South Africa, especially as SOD1e 
of Ill'y readers Inay be surprised to hear, that so many arrangements 
,vere required, to undertake the proposed reconnoitring journey. In 
England, indeed, or even on the continent of EUfope, most of them 
,vould have been superfluous, as travellers find everywhere inns, 
provisions, and other necessaries. But it is far otherwise in this 
country. I-Iere are no inns, and in those farm-houses, in which a 
traveller Inay sOllletimes, but not always, find quarters for the night, 
provisions are often scarce, and stores not to be purchased. In 
SOlne, not even a r00111 can be had for the party to sleep in, much 
less beds and other conveniencies. Every thing necessary for the 
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expedition, 111Ust therefore be provided, calculating upon the tirne 
required for it. 'rhus, if rnore be in conipany, and the journey 
long, a baggage-'waggon is essentially ,vanted. rrhere are no post
houses, ,vhere horses rnay be hired. Travel1ers must therefore have 
their OVln, horses, or oxen. 'rhe latter are by far the lllost useful 
anin1als for travelling in this country, for no expense attends the 
feeding of theIn, as they pick their own provender in the ,vilderness, 
'where they either find grass, or eat the tender sprout of the rhino
ceros, and other bushes, generally refusing hay or corn, if even set 
before them: 'whereas, if horses or mules are employed, a sufficient 
stock of the latter 111ust be provided. 

lVlany travellers sleep in their waggons, but we found it more com
fortable, to put up a tent. Cooking utensils are likewise necessary, as 
all victuals must be dressed in the fields, unless it happens, that a 
dinner or supper may be had at a farm-house, where the people are 
able and willing to entertain and lodge strangers. The roads being 
in many places excessively bad, stony, and steep, 1110re cattle are 
,vanted than on roads regularly made and kept in repair. There 
are even places, ,vhere lllore than twenty oxen must be en1ployed to 
drag the waggons up the precipitous ascent, and -where horses would 
scarcely be of use. }"'rom this account it is plain, that arrangements, 
very difrerent fron1 what are required in Europe, are necessary for 
a journey in South Africa .. 

. A. tealll or set of oxen or horses put to a waggon, is called by the 
Dutch a Spann, and those places in the ,vilderness, where halt is 
made and the oxen unyoked, an Out~pann-place. As this is a con
venient w-ord for the purpose, I aln glad to be authorized by the 
journals of other English travellers, to retain it. The oxen are left, 
frorn two to fOllr hours, to seek their food and get rest, while the 
travelling party cook their victuals and take their IDeals. 

Since farms have 111ultiplied, the situation and boundaries of out
spann-places, have been appointed by Governlnent, generally near 
some river or spring, as the ,vant of water injures the oxen 1110re 

than the ",,"ant of provender. A loaded '\vaggon requires frolu t,velve 
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to sixteen oxen, and a light travelling ,vaggon, frOln eight to 
twelve. Besides the I-Iottentot driver, who, sitting on the box, 
directs the whole spann, 'without reins, lnerely by means of his long 
whip} there is always a man, or sonlE'tillles only a little boyem
ployed, as a leader. (See p. S9). The heathen Hotteritots have no 
111ercy upon their draught oxen, and the skin of most of them, is 
cut in all directions by their whips, so as to present to the eye the 
re.scm blance of net-work. They drive and ride their horses and 
mules, ,vith equal "\vant of feeling, and it is ,yell for theln, that the 
Cape horses are a very hardy race. Nor is it without much teaching, 
even after they have become Christians, that they are convinced 
of the impropriety of such usage of dULllb anilnals, and learn that 
Christian lesson " Be ye nlerciful, as your Heavenly Father also is 
lnerciful," Luke, vi. 36. "A righteous man regardeth the life of his 
beast, but the tender nlercies of the wicked are cruel," Prov. xii. 
10. "\IVe took three saddle-horses ,vith us, to be used, as occasion 
l11ight require, in examining the country. 

'rhus equipped, ,ve proceeded with tolerable speed. About one 
hundred and fifty Hottentots, ,vho accornpanied us out ofGnaclen .. 
thaI aoross the hills, left us in parties, repeating their farewell be
nedictions. 1\1rs. Melville and her family ,vent ,vith us as far as 
1\1:r. Von Helsland's farm, on Bock Revier, ,vhich we had hoped to 
reach in six hours, but ,ve ,vere fun ten hours on the road. The 
m~on had set, before we arriN'ed, ,but, late as it was, we found the 
family prepared to receive us in the 1110st hospitable Inanner. 

6th. About sun-rise, the whole cOlllpany assembled, ,vith our 
,vorthy host, under the shade of SOlne oaks, before the door. The 
morning-haze proclailned a hot day, and ,ve detennined to stay 
here, till towards levening, when generally a cool breeze springs up, 
and the moon favoured our proceeding during the night. -

Mr. Von I-Ielsland's estate is ,veIl cultivated, and has abundance 
of wood and water. rrilnber is found in the kloofs or naITO,V glens, 
intersecting the high range of mountains, ,yhich here have a very 
rugged and rornantic appearance. 
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After 'valking ,vith our host through his garden-grounds and vine
yards, I spent sonlC time in endeavouring to Inake an accurate 
sketeh of the outline of the whole chain, as seen from a field above 
the fa1'111, but found the sun's heat allTIost intolerable. To exhibit, 
by a drawing, the characteristic features of a country, it is of rnost 
consequence, that the shape of its hjlls should be delineated with 
the strictest accuracy, and the features of the African ranges are too 
singular, not to attract attention. rrhe few sketches I have inserted 
in this work, may, I trust, be pronounced scru pulollsly exact, as to 
outline, which is all the nlerit to which I lay any clairn. 

"\Vhile we ,vere at dinner, the infant daughter of a relation of the 
fanlily, who had been long ailing, unexpectedly died in the nurse's 
anns. rrhis event threw the ladies into great agitation, nor did ~1r. 
Von Helsland's kind and consoling exholtations to resignation seem 
to have much effect. They all retired to their own rOOll1S, and ·we 
,vere very sorry, not to be able to express our gratitude, both 

I 

for the kindness and hospitality, with vvhich ,ve had been enter-
tained, and for a considerable present of grapes, apples, dried peas 
and beans, fo,yls, tongues, and other provisions, ,vhich, by Mr. Von 
IIelsland's orders, had been conveyed into the ,vaggons, for our use. 

1\1r. Von Helsland is a native of Flandpr~. flaving spent the 
early part of his life at college, and travelled into various parts of 
Europe, he made several voyages to the East Indies and the Cape, 
as Captain of a Danish East-India-nlan, and, after a life of great 
activity and usefulness, settled ill this country. fIe is a man of 
the most polished ll1anners, speaks English fluently, and can con
verse in Gerrnan, Danish, and Latin, with ease. rrhe fanlily spend 
the sunlluer on his f~ll'nl, but in winter reside at Capetown. 

A bout five o'clock in the afternoon, we took leave of our ki·nd 
host, and leaving 1\11's. lVlelville and her children to spend SOlne 
tilne with the falully, previous to her taking up her abode at Gna
denthal, duri 11g ~lr. 1\lelville's absence, we left Bock Ilevier, forded 
the river Sonderend, and travelled, with a bright lTIOOn to light us 
011 a good road, till ten at night, when, for the first tinle,. ,ve pitched 

R 
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our tent on the ,vaste, cooked our supper, and having comluendecl 
ourselves to the protection of God, slept well on our mattrasses, 
till half past five in the morning. 

7th. We had not proceeded far, before ,ve ,vere stopped by a 
boor on horseback. I-Ie came on full speed, jumped off his horse 
close to our ,vaggon, shook hands with each of the party, and ob
served, that we had a Jlottentot with us, Lebrecht Aris, who lvas 
bound by a regular contract made 'with hirn, to come and ,vork at 
his farm, ilTInlediate1y after New-year, but had not Inade his appear .. 
ance. Brother Schnlitt ordered Lebrecht to come for"ward. 'rhe 
boor no sooner sa,v hil11, than his ,vhole countenance changed froin 
affected friendliness, to that of an infuriated demon. I-Ie began to 
rave at the poor Hottentot, without permitting hi1n to utter a word 
in his o,vn defence. Never in my life have I heard Dutch spoken 
,vith such fluency. As his rage increased ,vith every sentence, the 
guttural sounds of that elegant language, seelned to proceed deeper 
and deeper fronl the bottonl of his throat. At length, almost 
breathless with exertion, he turned to Brother Schmitt, and de
manded, whether he would give up the Ulan. On being ans,vered in 
the negative, he mounted his horse, and gallopped off to the \T eld
cornees house, "which lay in sight and near the road. We followed 
quietly, and 13rother Schmitt going up to the door with Lebrecht, 
the Veldcornet, on examination, being doubtful as to the validity 
of the contract, thought proper to suffer the I-Iottentot to accom
pany us, but promised the boor, that after our return, he might 
clailn his services. Poor Lebrecht stood dumbfounded, nor "would 
the boor suffer hiln to speak. It ,vas to us a very unpleasant adven
ture, not only because it occasioned delay, but as the character of 
Ollr I-Iottentots ,vas inlplicated. 

rrhis instance, ho,vever, ,vas one alTIOng many, ,vhich·sho,ys the in
justice sonletimes done to these poor people, if left without protec
tion to the nlercy of the boors; and here it 111ay be proper to antici
pate, by giving an explanation of the business, as it appeared, Oll 

exarnination, before the landdrost of Z"wellendan1, on our return. 
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Lebrecht Aris owed twelve dollars to a fanner, in the neighbour
hood of Gnadenthal, and not having the lneans to pay, engaged 
)vith the boor above-Inentioned to work six 1TIonths on his farnl., 
at two dollars per month and his cost, on condition, that the boor 
should inlmediately discharge his debt. lIe had worked two 
nl0nths, ,vhen his creditor again called on hinl, and threatened 
hin1 with i1~lprisonnlent, unless he ilTIlnediately paid the twelve 
dollars. In his distress, he applied to a missionary, ,,,,ho lent 
hin1 the money, for the payn1ent of which he received a regular 
receipt frol11 his creditor. 1'his receipt the poor man had in his 
pocket, but being nearly frightened out of his senses, by the 
violence of the boor's behaviour, he forgot to produce it at the 
Veldcornet's. _J\fter discovering the boor's neglect to fulfil his en .. 
gagernent to pay his creditor, he now not only refused to work 
any longer with so faithless an en1ployer, but had a demand upon 
him for four dollars, being two rnonth's pay. The boor, however, 
most UlljUStly insisted on his serving him the relnaining four 
1110nth8, under pretence of a contract. But no written agreement 
having been Iuade and signed, in presence of a Veldcornet, which 
is required to bind a flottentot to his employer, for any stated 
tirne, the 'Veldcornet discharged hiln for the present, without fur
ther explanation. Lebrecht, after recovering his spirits, stated 
his case satisfactorily to us, and on our return, I submitted it to 
the landdrost of ZwellendalTI, who bent a proper reproof to the 
unjust boor. 

N ear this place, we first met ,vith the great thorn-bush, a nlilTIOSa, 
,vith which tuany parts of the country are nearly covered. It has 
thorns from four to six inches long. rfhey are placed two and two, 
in an obtuse angle, of about ninety degrees; out of the inner centre 
of,vhich proceeds, froIn a bud, a -nu1nber of srnall pinnated leaves, 
resem bling the acacia. rfhe flower is yellow, and consists of a great 
number of slnall leaves placed in a globular form. 'fhe shape of 
the tree is very elegant. 

After a hot ride, ,ve pitched our tent upon a waste called Stonn's 
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,r alley, near the banks of the Sonderend, without a tree to screen 
us by its shade froln the burning rays of the sun. Before us 
appeared sonle of the lower class of hills, through which a gap 
adlnits the river Sonderend to unite \vith the Breede Revier. 
The heat was almost insupportable, and the inside of the tent 
like an oven. All the butter melted, and on attell1pting to 
finish some sketches, the colour dried instantly on the paper, 
'without pennitting any washing. I found at length the inside 
of the ,vaggon the ll10st comfortable retreat, where I continued 
writing Dly diary, though the ink dried so fast ,vithin my pen, 
that I could hardly proceed. About six in the evening, we left 
this place, which, by way of distinction, we called the lIot Out
spann, and after travelling for SOUle tilue along the low hills above
mentioned, crossed the Breede I-tevier by nl00n-light. Its banks 
are covered with ,vood and bushes, and its bed is full of large, 
rough stones. We encamped on the eastern bank for the re
mainder of the night. 

8th. After a ride of about four hours, \ve crossed the Leuwe Re
vier, near a pleasant farn1. Its banks are very steep, and in sonle 
places formed of perpendicular rocks, resembling nlud-walls ill 
colonr. IIaving forded another snlaller strearn of brackish wa
ter, we halted on a waste, with a woody dell behind, and the nlag
nificent range of the Zwellendatu l1loulltains before us, towards 
,vhich, after two hour's rest, we directed our course. 'rhe Inorn
ing had been Ul1COllllnonly clear, and we ,vere enjoying the view, 
,vhen suddenly clouds began to cover their tops. In a short tilne, 
,ve were enveloped in a dense fog, followed by heavy rain, which 
did 110t cease, till we reached Zwellendan1 about two P. 1\1. 

I inuuediately waited on the landdrost, Mr. Von Buissini, and 
presented the letter, written by Colonel Bird in the name of the 
Governor, and which, as a proof of the kind attention of his Excel
leney to proillote every attelnpt to spread civilization alnong the 
IIottentots under his governillent, by ll1eans of Christian instruc
tion, I beg leave to insert, especially as it proved. the source of all 
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that ease and cOlnfort, ,vhich ,ve enjoyed during ajourney of such 
length, attended frequently with great difficulties and dangers. 
T he same letter ,vas addressed to the landdrosts of the districts of 
Zwellendam, George, and Uitenhagel1. 

SIR, 
I am directed by his Excellency, the Governor, to heg 

your attention to the bearer, the R,ev. Mr. Latrobe. 
1\1:r. Latrobe's object in visiting your drosty, is to ascertain, 

whether there is any unoccupied Government-land in your dis
trict, which would be suitable for establishing an institution of 
Hottentots under the superintendency of the Moravian Brethren. 
It is his Excellency's desire, therefore, that you nlay be pleased to 
afford to this gentlelnan the fullest information in your power on 
the subject, and his Excellency ,vill esteem any civility you may 
show Mr. Latrobe, as a favour done to hin1self. 

Colonial Office, 
February 18, 1816. 

I have the honour to be 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. BIRD', 

The landdrost, after perusing this letter, expressed his great rea
diness to lend every assistance in promoting an object, to which he 
had always shown the Inost favourable disposition, and was glad to 
be thus authorized to act consistently \vith his own inclinations, in 
affording every facility to our undertaking. lIe immediately pro
posed to give Ine a letter to the Veldcornets and others in his district, 
to be valid as far as George, requiring thelll to furnish us with t,vo 
spanns of oxen at every station, and with as lllany drivers, leaders, 
and guides, as we Inight 'vant. 

rrhough I not onlyfclt grateful for such an indulgence, but was con
vinced, that we could not proceed far with our own oxen, as they al
ready showed sYlnptoms of gre-at ,vearincss, yet at first I ,vas not 
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disposed to accept of the Ianddrost's generous offer, considering nlY
self not entitled to such distinction, and disliking the idea of be
conling burdensome to the farrners, by pressing their rnen and 
cattle into our service, perhaps with injury or inconvenience to them
selves. On both these su~jects, however, the landdrost satisfied my 
Dlind, particularly by stating, that the fanners received a sufficient 
consideration for services thus performed, and had no reason to 
complain, since the English Government had ruled the colony. It 
'was our intention to have purchased a spann at this place, a Ineasure 
,vhich was novv superseded; and as we could spare at least one of 
our I-Iottentots, old Christian I-lector, was sent home with the spann 
,ve had hired at Gnadenthal. }\IIr. and }\iII's. Von Buissini 'insisted 
upon our taking up our abode at their house, and treated us with 
every Inark of kindness and hospitality. 

rIhe drosty is a substantial, spacious, well-furnished l1lansion, and 
the premises 11luch ill1proved by the present ·landdrost. The to,vn 
or village lies scattered, and consists of several single houses or rows 
of buildings, connected with each other, w-ithout much regularity. 
'fhe church is a neat plain structure, without a tower. The nUlTI
bel' of inhabitants is said to be about three hu ndred. The situa
tion of Zwellendam is under the highest part of a range of lofty 
Dlountains, ,v.hose rocky sUllinits assume all manner of singular 
shapes. 1\vo peaks, like trullcated cones, fornl their principal 
feature, and the kloofs and beds of torrents, with ,vhich theirsteep 
sides are furrowed, have an alnlost terrific appearance. Parallel to 
their foot runs a range of low round hills, SOlllC of which are rocky, 
others, clothed with verdure. 

9th. 'rhe oxen required by the landdrost to be furnished for us, 
eighteen in number, were early at hand, and the drivers in haste to 
proceed. I-Iaving been advised to take our own spann with us as a 
reserve, 'we appointed Lebrecht Aris to the care of thenl; Jerelnias 
to drive the baggage-waggon; Leonhard Paerl to take charge of the 
saddle-horses, and ~Iarcus and Johannes to attend the lighter ,vag
gone 

About nine A. M. we left the landdrost's hospitable nlansion, in 
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'which we had felt ourselves quite at horne. In :lVIr. Von 13nissini, 
,ve found a friend, and a luan of superior intellect and infonnation. 
He speaks English fluently, as likewise Gennan and other lan
guages, and possesses a good library. }\tIrs. Buissini is a lady of 
Illost affable and benevolent character, and treated Sister Schmitt 
,vith great kindness. She also besto,ved several necessary articles 
of provisions lipon us, such as fowls, 'wheaten bread, anJ garclen
fruits. At her request, Sister Schmitt visited a I-Iottentot lllaid
servant, ,vho forrnerly belonged to the Groenekloof congregation, 
till her husband finding ,york in this place brought her hither. 
She was confined to her bed by a severe illness, and on seeing 
Sister Schillitt enter the rOOIn, burst into a flood of tears, exclaim
ing, " rrhis, indeed, is in ans,ver to my prayers, for I have cried 
" incessantly unto the Lord, especially during Illy present illness, 
" to grant nle the favour, again to see one of IUY teachers." 

The landdrost had mentioned the Settlenlent at Zuurbrack, 
belonging to the Missionary Society in London, about half a 
day's journey from Zwellendam, as worthy of our notice, and 
had given orders to our drivers to pass through that place, on our 
way to the next station at the Groot ,rader's Bosch. They were 
civil, good-humoured people, and drove at a brisk rate, often at 
a sharp trot. The road was good, the weather pleasant, clear, 
and cool, and our party in excellent spirits. As we left Zwellen
dam, the views to the south became Illore extensive, and the 
lllountains to the north assumed a milder character, till the vie\v 
of the high range was intercepted by lower hills. 

Farms are not nunlerous in this part of the country. ,\Ve crossed 
several brooks, and regretted to see a good deal of water, that pre
cious fructifying agent in this dry land, running to waste, though 
the valleys appeared capable of culture. . But the land allotted 
to each fann occupies so large a tract of country, and labourers 
are so scarce, that SOlne apology may be nlade for the inhabitants. 
8i nce the slave-trade has been abolished, and the slaves relllaining 
in the colony are sold at an enornl0US price, particularly if they are 
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skilled in any art, the services of I-Iottentots are lnore wanted in 
the cultivation of the land. 'rhus they have been taught, better 
to k110-W their own value, and will no longer sublnit to the treat
Inent they forn1erly received. Being both by Dutch and English 
laws a free nation, they cannot be cOlnpelled to serve an unjust 
or tyrannical Inaster, and it is solely owing to their natural 
indolence, that rnany of thenl renlain in poverty and tnisery. 
rThe effect of Christian instruction contributes most towards rais
ing thenl fro1n the abject and wretched state, into which they had 
been plunged, by gradually changing their dispositions, and 
ll1aking them obedient, not only to the precepts of the Gospel, 
Lut to all those moral and civil obligations which it inculcates, 
as they are successively explained to them by their teachers. 

About an English lnile above a pleasant fann, called Rotter
dalTI, we arrived at the Bueffeljagd's Revier. 'The bushes cover
ing both banks near the ford consist chiefly of the lnimosa. 
IIaving crossed the river, we turned to the left, out of the 
Inain road, under a hill, the ascent of which was c.ov~red with a 
profusion of large aloes. This was the first tinle we had seen 
this singular plant growing in such ahundauce. 

The vale of the Zuurbrack is, at its entrance from the w.est, nar
row and full of wood.. The BueffeJjagd's Revier winds from side 
to side between steep banks, and must be forded twice, before the, 
missionary Institution can be approached. A few Hottentot wo
lnen, imitating the custom at Gnadellthal, CaIne out to nleet us, 
and \valking alongside of the waggolls, bid us welcome with a hYIlln. 
The valley widens neal' the settlen1ent, and appears to be a spot 
well chosen for the PUI poses of such an institution. We were re
ceived by 1\11'. and lVlrf. Seidenhuien, her 111other, and brother, and 
his assistant" lVlr. 'Vilnnler, with great kindness. After SOIne con
versation and refreshlnent, we proceeded to see 1\11. Seidellfaden's 
gardens, which are well laid (Jut. After dinner, we walked 
WIth hiln through the IIottentot vIllage, which at present l>ill

sisrs of one ro,;y of huts on the liurth tiH..1e of the yulley. SOllie of 
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thenl ,ve entered, and conversed with the inhabitants. 'fhey were 
fi'iendly, and expressed their thankfulness for the instruction they 
receive, and for the zeal ,vith ,vhich the rnissiol1aries endeavour to 
prorl1ote their tern poral and spiritual ,velfare. 

l\,ir. Seidenfaden is a man of an active, benevolent 111ind, and 
generous spirit. He has hirnself built a good substantial house, 
with a spacious hall, in w-hich he rnects his congregation, and keeps 
school with the children and young people. rrhe ::t\iissionary 
Society in London, under whose direction he acts, have not as yet 
thought proper to build a church in this place, and the slllall sunl 
he could raise for the' purpose, proved quite inadequate to the 
undertaking. A beginning, ho,veve1', ,vas Inade on an clninence 
near the house, but his expectations failing, the ,york remains un
finished. FIe appears to deserve more encouragelllent, for the 
situation is such, that in tilne a considerable settlelnent might be 
formed. 

After a pleasant stay of about four hours with this ,vorthy falnily, 
'we set out for the next station, accompanied by IVI1'. Seidenfadell 
and his brother-in-la,v on horseback, to direct us in crossing the 
river, the banks of which are so very steep, that all the skill of 
I-Iottentots in driving 'was required, to bring the ,vaggons and oxen 
safely through the water. At one of the fords, an ox, becorning 
,vild, disengaged hirnself from the yoke. But ,ve were in a Inost 
romantic plac,e, in which some detention ·was not unpleasant. 
VVhile the IIottentots ,vere pursuing the frightened beast, the 
,vaggons retnaining stationary in the midst of the strean1, we COll

templated with delight the surrounding scenery. rro the right, 
the ,vater rushed forw'ard between steep, 'woody banks, in the deep 
shade of overspreading trees, to,vards a range of lo,v hills, enclos
ing the valley to the south. rro the left, rose a dark, gloolny forest, 
ascending a deep kloof, between perpendicular rocks, and stretch
ing along the foot of the 111ountains, ,,,,hose tops 'were en velo.ped in 
black clouds, rendered 11lore fnHvning, as contrasted "with the splen
dour of a bright sun in the west, beautifully lighting up every part 

s 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



ISO JOURNAL OF A 

of the valley, ,vhile the sides of the Inountains w"ere buried in shade. 
'J'he river seelned to fly frorn the dark recesses of the kloof towards 
a Inilder region. Close by the ford lay the skeleton of an ox; 
,volves, jackals, and tygers, having feasted on its flesh, of ,vhich but 
little was left for Mr. Seiden faden's large dog. rrhis fine aninlal had 
accolnpanied us, and now improved the opportunity of Inaking a 
meal of the remainder; for the dogs belonging to African fannef6 
and Hottentots are not regularly fed, but live upon ,vhat they find. 
Having secured the wild ox, we proceeded, and soon took leave of 
our ,vorthy friends, ,vho returned to Zuurbrack, with our best wishes 
and prayers for God's blessing to rest Up011 their labours. 

Our road lay through the valley, and as long as it ,vas light, we 
feasted our eyes on the delightful scenery, till we reached the farm 
of Mr. Van Ass, in Groot Vader's Bosch. This ,vas the first boor's 
house, to which \ve had recourse for a night's lodging. '\Then we 
produced the landdrost's order for Vorspann, Mr. Van Ass made 
Juany difficuhies, complaining, that it put hinl to great inconve-
11icncc to harbour and fonvard us on our journey; that he had no 
beth, and could render us no assistance in providing supper; though 
there were ten or more slaves and lIottentot nlaids in his kitchen, 
unemployed. At length, he showed us into a roon1, where we nlight 
. _put do\vn our Inattrasses, and even agreed, that Sister Schmitt might 
have the use of the kitchen-fire. Finding us satisfied ,vith his 
arrangements, he brightened up a little, and entered into conver
sation ,vith civility. As it turned out a wet night, our Hottentots 
slept in the tent. 

10th. A thick fog covered the mountains, but while -we ,vere at 
breakfast, it cleared a,vay, and presented to our view a channing 
landscape. Mr. Van Ass's prelnises seem formerly to have been 
kept in better order than they are at present. He is a bachelor, 
and his dornestics appeared to be an idle cre,v.. Sister Schlnitt, 
having discovered, that several of the 'VOlnen professed to belong to 
the Zuurbrack congregation, though they very seldonl went thither, 
represented to theIn, how luuch they had to ans,ver for, ,vhen so fa-, 
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vourable an opportunity ,vas afforded thern to hear the ''lord of (Jod 
for their salvation, if they made light of it, neglecting the n1eans, and 
even dishonouring the cause of the Gospel by their lives and con
versation. Her reproof,1 delivered ,vith great mildness, seenlcd to 
make some impression upon thenl. On our leaving· the place, 
several of thelu expressed a wish to have 1110re conversation with 
her, as ,ve slowly follo,ved the ,vaggons up the hill, and seelued 
much affected at taking leave. 

'rhe Groot Vader's Bosch is a forest retained by Government, 
the trees growing chiefly in the kloofs and vallies, which intersect 
the high range of rnountains. As 've proceeded, the appearance 
of the country gre,v less interesting. Very few farms are seen in 
the ,vide "waste to,vards the south. Son1e kivits, or plovers, ,vere the 
only birds, and a duyker (antelope) the only quadruped ,ve sa,v, 
during several hours' ride. The lo,v hills are covered ,vitb aloes, 
and the vales rich in bushes, chiefly of the lllilllosa kind. 

At two o'clock, ·we reached Mr. Lombard's farm, on Duyven 
hoek's Ilevier. This gentleman is a relation of Mr. Von I-Ielsland, 
on Bock Revier. As he had been a commandant of the volunteer 
farmers, in the Caffre ,var, and was ,veIl acq uain ted ,vi tIl all the 
country about the Chamtoos and Klein Reviers, I sbo,ved hilu the 
list of Governluent-places I bad received, through the kindness of 
of the Colonial Secretary, which led hinl to give us SOine interest
ing inforrnation concerning the situation, nature of the soil, and 
present possession of these places, by ,vhich, in sonle llleasure, we 
,vere directed in our future inquiries. He seeilled anxious to detain 
us, and finding in him a very intelligent and ,yell-informed rnan, 
we ,vould ·willingly have availed ourselves of his friendly invitation, 
had ,ve not wished to Inake the best use of our tinle in the prose
cution of our journey. For the services ]\til'. Lombard rendered to 
General Dundas in the Caffre war, he w·as presented with a very 
elegant gun. flis farm is well built, and situated upon a rising 
ground, comrnanding a fine prospect across the river, towards the 
Inountains. The walls of the hall, ,yhich is the C0l1l1nOn roonl of 
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the fanlily, ,vere decorat.ed ,vith French prints, more highly finish .. 
ed in their execution, than decent in their sut~jects. ()n taking 
leave, ~1r. IJo111bard pressed us, on our return, to spend three or 
four days ,vith hiln, when he ·would take us to the sea-coast, sho,v 
us the surrounding country, hunt with Mr.l\1elville, and, as a SU11l

mzt1n bonuln, treat us ,vith oysters. 
Both in approaching to., and leaving this farm, ,ve had to cross 

the Duyvenhoek's Revier, ,vhich, by SOine partial rain on the hills, 
had acquired both depth and rapidity. The road to our next sta .. 
tion ,vas interesting only by a full view· of the grand ridge of moun
tains, ,vhich here assumed a different character, appearing in de
ta.ched parties, with a high peak towards the ,vest, and a precipi
tous descent to the east. 

About six in the evening, ,ve arrived at 1\fr. Piet Du Preez's 
farn1, where ,ve met ,vith a cordial reception. We found here a 
NIr. S. a smith by trade, ,vho had formerly belonged to our Church, 
and resided in some of the settlements of the Brethren in Gernlany . 
.lIe seemed nluch pleased to Ineet ·with countrymen in the Brethren, 
Schmitt and Stein. T,vo English dragoons ,vere as much de~ 
lighted to see three of their countrYInen, but told us, that in conse
quence of the capture and punishnlent of five of the boors, engaged 
as principals in the late rebellion, the people in the Langekloof 
,verc ill-disposed towards the English, and very sulky. As the 
w·eather ,vas fair, ,ve ,vished to proceed another stage, but the family 
protested against it, the road being too bad for night- travelling. 
I t was ,veIl ,ve staid ,vi thin doors, for unexpectedly a thick fog an
nounced a change of ,veather. 
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