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CHAPTER IV. 

Account of Gnadenthal. Its church, grove of oaks, gardens, burial
ground, and liottentots' dwellings. Bavians .. Kloof. Building of 
a new-house. Daily employments oj'the missionaries. Visit to the 
Hottentots' huts. CajTre-Kraal. rVilhelrnina, a Caffl'e woman. 
Stephen, killed by a horse. Account of the interior of the Bavians .. 
KlooJ. Smne internal arrangements of a Mission of the United 
Brethren. Chapel-servants. Celebration rif tlte Lord's Supper. 
Decent appearance o.f the congregation. Journey to, and account 
qf, the -1Varm-baths near Caledon. Dr. Ilassner. Description of 
Caledon. Schools at Gnadentltal. Tree serpents. Conve1~sations 

with Father 1tlarsveld. 

G"NADENTHAL lies about one hundred and t'venty English miles 
from Capetown, in a din~ction nearly due east. It is the prin
cipal missionary settlelnent of the United Brethren in South 
Africa. 

The Mission among the Hottentots was begun in 1737, by 
George Sclunidt, a man of remarkable zeal and courage, "who set
tled at this place, then known by the name of Bavians-Kloof.
"rhe Hottentots heard the gospel with attention, and he soon 
collected a small Christian congregation. He taught the youth 
to read Dutch, and instructed the people in several useful arts. 
In 1744, leaving thenl to the care of a pious man, he went to 
Europe, with a view to represent the pronlising state of the Mis
sion, and to retufn with assistants. But, to his inexpressible 
grief and disappointment, he was not permitted by the Dutch 
East India Company to resume his labours, SOlne ignorant peo
ple having insinuated, that the propagation of "Christianity among 
the IIottentots would injure the interests of the colony. Since 
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that tinle, to the year 1792, the Brethren did not cease to make 
application to the Dutch Governrnent for leave to send mission
aries to the Cape, especially as they heard, that the small I-Iot
ten tot congregation had kept together for some time, in earnest 
expectation of the return of their beloved teacher. Brothel~ 
Schnlidt had left a Dutch New Testament with thenl, which they 
read together for their edification. 

At length, in 1792, by the mercy of God, and the kind inter
ference of friends in the Dutch Government, leave was given to 
send out three lllissionaries, who, 011 their arrival, were willing, 
at the desire of the Governor, to go first to Bavians-I{loof, and 
there to comlnence their labours, on the same spot where Bro
ther Schmidt had resided. Instructions frorn the Governlnent in 
Holland directed them to chuse the place of their residence, 
,vherever they might find it most convenient; but the circum
stances of the colony at that tinle would not adrnit of it. 

The English having made therIlselves masters of the colony in 
1796, the Brethren were perrnitted to build a Church, and by 
the favour ,vhich the British Governnlent has uniformly sho·wn to 
the Brethren-'s Missions, they no,v remain ulldisturbed and pro
tected in their civil and religious liberty. 

In 1792 when the three luissidnaries, Henry Marsveld, Daniel 
Schwinn, and John Christian Kuehnel came hither, they found 
an old woman, Helena, baptized by Brother Schmidt, still alive, 
who delivered to thenl the New Testament he had given her. 
But few vestiges of his dwelling renlained. The place was a per
fect wilderness; at present thirteen hundred IIottentots inhabit 
the village. The nalne Gnadenthal ·was given to it by the Dutch 
Governor Jansen, 

We spent the first afternoon after our arrival, in walking through 
part of the settlement. Out of every house and hut, tuen, ,vonlen, 
and children, canle forth with friendly faces to meet. us, and to 
testify their joy at our arrival. I-Iaving observed to some of the 
inhabitants, who live near the church, that the place before their 
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houses ,vas not kept in good order, and Brother Bonatz adding, 
that I ,vas De Heer, of ,vhonl he had told theni, that he would COlne 
fr01TI Europe to see then1, and expected to find cleanliness and order 
established throughout the whole village, they fell to ,vork, and in 
half an hour renloved all the rubbish and. ashes lying about their 
houses, pronlising, that I should never see such disorder again. 
'Ve next ,vent into the great garden, in the centre of which stands 
the celebrated pear-tree, planted by the late venerable Inissionary, 
George Schnlidt, in 1738. I-laving in fifty-two years,- during the 
suspension of the lnission, grown to a vast size, it served the Bre
thren, in 1792, both for a church and schoo], the people and their 
children sitting under the shade of its ,vide-spreading branches. 
SOlne synlptoms of decay at its top, had made pruning necessary,. 
which has lessened its size, but it is no,v quite alive and sound. ffhe 
burial-ground lies west of the garden, a double row of oaks shel
tering it towards the north. It is divided into four equal cOlnpart-
1nent8, at present cOlnprehending about three hundred graves of 
I-Iottentots, in regular ro,vs, each distinguished by a piece of wOQd, 
Inarked with a nunlber, referring to the church-books, as at Groe
llekloof. 

Fronl hence ,ve ,valked into the glen, called Bavians-I{loof,. 
froIn its having formerly been the resort of a great nUlnber of ba
boons. But since the inhabitants of the valley have ulultiplied, 
these creatures have retired to lllore desolate parts of the moun
tains, and but seldoln Inake their appearance, except when peaches 
and other garden-fruits are getting ripe.. A lively brook, called the 
]3avians-Revier, issues froln the glen, and, flowing through the vil
lage, falls into the river Sonderend, not far frOITl the ford. 

In the evening, about four hundred Hottentots attended the ser
vice at the church, and after a suitable address by Brother Bonatz: 
joined in a hymn of praise to God, for having brought us safe to this 
place. vVhen 'we delivered the salutations sent by the congrega
tions of theBrethren in Germany and England, to the converts froln 
tunong the I-Iottentots, \vith best ,vishes for an increase of every 
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blessing upon theln and their nation, loud thanksgivings fonowed. 
fro us neW'-COll1erS, it ,vas a truly gratifying and affecting sight, to 
see so large a number of Christian Hottentots asseillblcd together, 
and to hear thern, with heart and voice, joining in the ,vorship of Ilinl, 
'with whom there is no respect of persons, but whose grace and Inercy 
are free to all of every tribe and nation, who humbly seek his face. 

I 'was very comfortably lodged, and cannot but here ackno,vledge, 
,vith gratitude, the kindness of the ,vidovv of the late ll1issionary 
Philip I\:ohrhammer. She had retired to a small Chaulber in an 
out-house, and insisted on my taking possession of her roon1 in the 
Inission-house. 

16th. "\Vhen I awoke in the 1110rning, I could hardly believe, that 
I 'was actually at Gnadenthal; a place, ,vhich for so Inany years has 
been the subject of my thoughts and 111y prayers; of which I have 
so long delighted to speak and 'v rite , and which I have so often, 
visited in spirit. It ,vas Iny 1110st fervent wish and prayer, that the 
Lord would make this visit profitable to ]ny ow'n soul; and, if I 
might be thus highly favoured, beneficial to the cause I calne to 
to serve. 

Ilnmediately after breakfast, I went into the church. Fronl with
out, its appearance by no 111eal1S exhibits the classical taste of the 
architect: but it is illlposing by its size, the thickness of its ,valls, 
,vhich are of unburnt brick, plaistered and yello,v-washed, its arched 
,vindows, its high roof, and its gable-ends, serrated or finished in 
short steps, ,vith a vane on the point of each. In short, it looks like 
nothing else, and its general character iIulllediately pronounces it 
to be a place of ,vorship. The height of its roof lllakes it a very 
conspicuous object in approaching the valley fron1 every side, and 
nothing is 'wanting but a slender turret in the centre of the roof of 
about t'venty or thirty feet in height, to give it all the appearance 
of an ancient ecclesiastical building. The doors are, in Illy opinion, 
on the wrong side. It should tUfn its Inain front to the village, 
,whereas, now, it faces the grove and the 111issionaries' dwellings. 1\vo 
arched windo,vs are placed between the doors, and one bet\vee n 
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each door and the gable-end. 'rhe front towards the village has 
arched windo,vs. rrhe arches over the doors are glazed. On 
entering the building, I was agreeably struck with its neatness 
and cleanliness. T·wo colunlns, about a'yard in dialneter, support 
the immense roof, and at first sight, surprise every beholder. 'rhat 
thickness w'as thought necessary, as they are constructed of unburnt 
brick. 'fhey reselnble the plainest Saxon colurrlns in sonle of 
our cathedrals. Tlie chalky material used here for white-wash, 
'which comes frolll a place near the sea-coast, caned Karst R8vier, 
has a peculiar brightness, contributing luuch to the cheerful look of 
this tell1ple. 'rhe body of the church, with the gallery, which oc
cupies three of its sides, will hold upwards of a thousand persons. 
The front of the gallery is supported by iron bars, pendant froln the 
beams in the ceiling. The latter is not plaistered, but is a neat 
flooring of yellow:-wood upon a joist. 'The plain outside of the 
gallery, is relieved by a very ·simple, but ingenious contrivance. 
Upright boards, shaped llke pilasters, are nailed upon the horizontal 
planks, ,vhich give the whole a finlshed appearance. r.r~he minis
ter's table is, I think, inconveniently placed betw'een the two en
trances. On Sundays, it is converted into a species of pulpit, by 
placing a high desk upon it. The whole is covered ,vith green 
cloth, and elevated on a step above the floor. This step runs the 
\vhole length froln door to door, under the seats of the Inissionaries. 
'fhe space under the gallery at the east-end, is boarded off, as a 
sOlall vestry, used only as a ,vaiting roonl for the officiating Ininis .. 
ter, and to dress, previous to the holy sacrament. The church is 
lighted by three lamps, hanging, one in the centre, and one on 
each side, in a line with the columns. The congregation sit on 
benches, the men on the east, the women on the west-side, of the 
building; both below, and in the gallery, a space of about two 
yards down the middle, forms a passage behveel1 them; at the bot
torn of which stands another large table, used at the comrnunion, 
and in the meetings for instruction and, catechisation, when thos~. 
present turn ,vith their faces towards it. 
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The belfry, '''hich, after the arrival of the English, the lllission
aries ,vere permitted to build, stands in the middle of the grove. 
It is an arch, supported by substantial pilasters, whitened, and a 
pleasant o~ject. The sound of the bell may be heard a good way 
do,vn the valley. It is used fOJ; every purpose of call, to church, 
to school, or to meals, and consequently is sOlnetimes rung eight 01' 

nine tilnes in the day. 
Fronl my first entrance into Gnadenthal, I determined to lose no 

opportunity of obtaining a cOlTIplete knowledge, both of its inward 
and outward state, and of contributing, to the best of my pO'wer, 
by advice and assistance, to\vards its prosperity. I therefore be
gan imnlediately to consult the missionaries in 'what manner my 
tirne might be lTIOst profitably' spent in this service. Besides many 
conferences with reference to the internal and spiritual concerns of 
the Mission, we ,vere led to consider the necessity of making va
rious improvenlents, as far as our slender nleans ,vould permit. 'rhe 
nlissionaries, who had accompanied me hither, found no dwellings 
provided for them, and were rather uncomfortably lodged in the 
garden-house, the gardening tools having been previously removed, 
and at the inn, a house kept by a I-Iottentot, and chiefly used by 
fanners visiting the settlenlent, to refresh themselves and their horses, 
for a fe,,, hours, but seldolll as a night's lodging. The resident mis
sionaries, having each only one room for hiITIself and family, could 
not possibly take them in. An additional building, therefore, 
seemed indispensably necessary; and we resohred to Luild a house, 
in a line ,vith the school and sn1ithy, 'which should contain three 
rOOllIS and a joiner's shop. 

Brother Peter I.Jeitner 'was intrusted ,vith the COIn mission ; and 
on the I-Iottentot congregation being informed of the resolution, 
fifteen Inasons offered their services. l\. sufficient nunlber of hands 
,vere soon engaged; sonle to cut reed for thatching, others to assist 
in making unburnt bricks; and in a short tilne, the foundation was 
laid, according to the plan agreed on. I had here an opportunity of 
observing a feature in the character of the Jlottentots. It is true, that 

K 
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fron1 affection and gratitude to the n1issionaries, they ,yin engage 
to ,vork: if, however, they have no relish for it thernselves, they 
are apt to go about it rather sluggishly. But if the ,vork please 
theIn, ,vhich ,vas here the case, no European workmen exceed them 
in spirit and diligent attention; only the execution must not last 
too long, lest, like children, they begin to get tired of it. 'fhey are 
flattered and pleased ,vhen visited by their elnployers ,vhile at work, 
particularly if the latter take some share in it, and no\\' and then lend 
assistance, if only by removing a ~tone, or helping to lift a beam. 

Before dinner, tw'O English officers of dragoons arrived on a visit. 
They appeared highly pleased ,vith the \vhole settlenlent; particu
larly ,vith the neatness and regularity of the nlissionaries' dwellings, 
the convenience and cleanliness of the church, and the nUluber of 
trees, both upon the prenlises, and dispersed throughout the village. 
It gave ITle pleasure.to accompany them in their walk, and to satisfy 
their inquiries after the origin and ainl of the institution. 

In the evening-nleeting, Brother ~1arsveld delivered a very ani
iuated discourse on the text of the day. I was surprised to find 
him still able to speak with so luuch energy and strength of reeol ... 
lection in spiritual things. 

17th. W'e rose at the first sound of the bel1, ,vhich rings at half 
past five. At that tinle the falnily meet in the dining-room, read 
the texts of Scripture appointed for the day, sing SOllle verses gene
rally out of hymns connected ,vith their contents, or any other 
luorning-hymn, and then take a dish of coffee; but ,vhat they call 
breakfast is not ready till eight o'clock, and more like a luncheon. 
Very little tiLDe is spent at their meals. Bet\veen t,velve and one 
they dine.; drink tea or coffee at two; sup bebveen six and seven, 
and go to the church at eight, ,vhen the ,yhole congregation meet 
for evening-,vorship. Every day, however, has its regular Ineetings 
for one or other division of the congregation, for instruction in the 
Christian doctrines. rrhe schools are held in the forenoon for the 
boys, and in the afternoon for the girls. 

After breakfast, Brother Bonatz walked with Il1C into the village, 
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when ,ve entered about a dozen houses. rrhe village consists at 
present of t,vo hundred and fifty .. six cottages and huts, containing
twelve hundred and seventy-six inhabitants. 1'he d,Yellings are 
differently constructed. S011le of the new people ,vho are pernlit
ted to reside here on trial, or the poorest of the inhabitants, put up 
a hut, 11lade ,vith a few upright poles, between ,vhich there is a watt
ling of reeds or rushes, or a .. species of slender cane. Again, others 
have 'walls of unburnt brick, or ,vattling covered with a clay plais
tering, ,vith square doors and ,vinclows, and a ,vell-thatched roof. 
N one of thetl1 are fond of too much light; and generally one w-in
do,v, or at Illost two, serves for the whole house, before which not 
unfrequently hangs a curtain of sheep-skin to prevent any intrusion 
of the sun-'s rays. ' 

Each house has a garden belonging to it, and the state of the 
garden generally betrays the disposition of the inhabitant. Some 
are kept neat, and produce good crops; others, though not many, 
are full of ,veeds. rrhe rnissionary upon ,vhom this branch of ser
vice devolves, after exercising due patience in admonishing and 
,varning the possessor, may deprive him of it, and give it to another. 
J\;Iost of the gardens, hO'wever, look ,veIl ; and being separated from 
each other by low hedges· or bushes, the ,vhole valley appears ,veIl 
clothed ,vith verdure. 

In son")e of the d,vellings, the children of the poor, particularly 
the little boys, go naked; and SOl1le of the men 'v ear only karosses 
and aprons, after the old Hottentot fashion. But those that have 
better earnings, soon provide themselves with jackets and trowsers, 
and other articles of European dress, ,vhich they ahvays wear on 
Sundays, clothing their children in linen or calico shirts, tro,vsers, 
or petticoats. The head-dress of the 'VOluen is a handkerchief, 
neatly infolding their heads, above the ears, with a loop in front, 
and looks ,vell. 

On each side of the valley, the cottages are placed in rows; but 
the rest are irregularly distributed bet,veen them. Though at first 
I had joined others in regretting, that, from the beginning, 110 re-
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gular plan had been follo,ved throughout, by degrees I becanle 
pleased 'with the rOlnantic irregularity of the interior part of the 
settlement, ,vhen, as I ,valked among the hedges on a serpentine 
foot-path, I unexpectedly met ,vith a snug cottage under cover of 
quince, fig, and other fruit-trees, and an asselnblage of 'VOlnen and 
children sitting at ,york under their shade; then, after S(Hne friendly 
conversation, passing on, I again surprised another farnily ,vith a 
VISIt. In one of the huts, Brother Bonatz desired a poor boy, 
dressed only in a kaross and apron, to read some verses in the bible 
to lne, ,vhich he did ,vithout hesitation. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, a pretty large congregation of 
conl1nnnicants attended the confirrnation of a Hottentot woman, 
previous to her first participation of the Holy Comillunion. Father 
Schwinn officiated, and delivered an edifying discourse on the ainl 
of that sacred ordinance. I took aftenvards a ,valk ,vith Brother 
Lelnmerz, into a part of the settlelnent on the enlinence beyond the 
13avians-Revier, called the Caffre-Kraal, being inhabited chiefly by 
Christian Caffres. These people ,vere admitted as inhabitants at 
Gnadenthal before the late disturbances; and when all the Caffres 
,vere banished the colony, and obliged to retreat across the Great 
Fish River, those belonging to the Brethren's Mission obtained 
leave froln Government to remain here, and have ahvays conducted 
thetllselves in the rnost peaceable and orderly lllanner. Sonle of 
thenl are distinguished by their exemplary conduct. They differ in 
features and in habits from the I-Iottentots; but here, associate with 
them in perfect amity. 

Froln thence we went into a kloof or valley called Siebenfon
teyn, at the bottom of the ascent towards the great mountain, 'where 
we found a very good house and garden. The ,vife of the possessor, 
,vith 'VhOID ,ve had SOlne conversation, seemed a pious, sensible 
"roman. 

To-day J heard ,vith much pleasure a party of men and 'women, 
employed as day-labourers in the missionaries' garden, both before 
and after their meal, which they enjoyed in the shade of the grove, 
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most melodiously singing a verse, by way of a grace. One of the 
WOlnen sung a correct second, and very sweetly perforn1ed that fi-

gure in music, called Retardation t~~ from which I judge, 

that dissonants are not the invention of art, but the production of 
nature. Nothing would be lnore easy, than to forrn a chorus of 
the Inost delightful voices, in four parts, from among this srnooth
throated nation. 

18th. After breakfast, Sister Bonatz brought a christian Caffre 
,voman into Iny room, ,vho had expressed a particular 'wish to 
speak to me. I desired her to sit do,vn, which, after some hesita
tion, she did on a lo,v stool, as is their custom, and Sister Bonatz 
being interpreter, said, that she came to beg, that ,ve would send 
teachers to her nation, ,vho ,vere in the dark, ignorant of God, and 
of that happiness in Jesus, ,vhich she, though so un,vorthy, expe
rienc.ed, and consequently given up as a prey to every kind of sin 
and evil. On this subject she delivered herself w-ith a kind of fer
vour and eloquence, which would have done credit to the most ci
vilized orator. She spoke with great humility of the n1ercy shown 
to herself~ of the privilege she enjoyed of living among a people of 
God, of her ardent desire, that her own brother and sister, and all 
her country-people, should experience the saIne; and entreated, that 
they might not be forgotten. She ,vas afraid, " that perhaps the 
teachers might leave off praying for them." She had, however, 
found a text of Scripture which revived her hopes: " I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not." Is. xlii. 16. She would therefore 
yet hope" that our Saviour would send to them I-lis w'ord, and call 
them to partake of His salvation.J

' I anS\llered, that I could assure 
her, that her countrymen ,vere not forgotten by the Fathers and 
Brethren in Europe, and that I had been particularly cOlnnlissioned 
to nlake inquiry about the practicability of establishing a l\1ission 
in her country; but having spoken with the Governor and other 
persons in office, I was given to understand, that. just now, it would 
not be safe, while the war lasted. She replied, that the boors 
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were in fault, but she hoped that the ,val' ,voulu soon cease, and 
then that sOluething would be done for them. She thought" t.hat 
the best way to begin a I\1ission ,vould be, to send one or nlore 
Caffres to king '1,cGeika, and inforIll hinl of the ainl of such an in ... 

L 

stitution, and though she believed, that just n(HV the Caffres lnight 
kill the boors for robbing them of their land, they would protect 
.1nissionaries coming frol11 Gnadenthal; that a settlelllent might 
be fanned, by the Caffre part of this congregation becoming the 
first settlers in any part of their country, suitable for the purpose, 
and that, if a mission were begun, and succeeded, there would be 
an end of all Caffre ,val'S 'wit1~ the English." 'rhe name of this 
\VOlllan is 'Vilheltnina, a COllllluuicant, and in her person, 111an
ner, and neatness of apparel, superior to any of the lIottentots. 
I ,vas Inuch pleased and edified by her conversation. 

It is the COlnn10n ellston1, in this warm clinlate, for every person 
'who can afford-the tilne, to take a nap after dinner, and I ,vas ad
vised to do the saille, under an idea, that withou tit there is too 
111uch waste of strength. rro-day, I ,valked after dinner into the 
great garden, and sat dO\Vll under George Schmitt's pear tree, 
when I began to feel dro,vsy. I retired therefore into Illy rooIn, 
to try the effect of the advice given Ine, but ,vhen called to cofiee, 
felt so much stupified by the attelupt, that I ever after resisted it, 
and generally,valked about the prelnises after dinner, or ell1ployed 
the tilne in drawing, by the help of the calnera obscura, 110r did I 
ever feel inconvenience from ,vakefulness. I walked this afternoon 
with Brother I~elnlnerz to the ne,v vineyard in l{ornland's-l\]oof, 
which promises to yield an abundant crop. By the way 1ve called 
on several Hottentots in their houses. 

19th. The greater part of this day was spent in conference on dif~ 
ferent subjects. During an early ,valk, I 'was luuch delighted by 
,vatching SOBle thin and ahnost transparent summer clouds skim
lning along the upper region of rocks on the great nlountain. The 
shades and tints of the lower cliffs were charmingly variegated as 
illulnined by the rays of a bright morning sun. In the afternoon, 
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all the new-comers ,vent 'w'ith Brother Bonatz on a visit to the 
I-Iottentots and Caflres beyond the 13avians-Revier. 

20th. After dinner, ,vord ,vas brought that a connDnnicant, Ste
phen, had received so severe a blo,v in his stolnach by the kick of a 
horse, that his life ,vas in danger. I accompanied Brother Bonatz 
to see hinl. 'Ve found hin1 lying on his breast, under a hedge, 'with 
four or five ,vomen sitting near hiln. SOlne men had conveyed hi In 

thus far on a bed-stead, ,vhen, not able to bear the motion, he beg
ged to be put down. 'Ve encouraged hiln to endeavour to rise; 
and, after he had taken some medicine, four stout men carried hinl 
to his dwelling, but the door being too narro,v to admit the bed ... 
stead, they conveyed hinI into the stable. I-Ie vIas in great ago
ny, and his case truly pitiable. His ,vife had just been delivered. 
They were extrelnely poor, and had four young children alive; one 
,vas lately dro,vned. l.."lhey spoke of their complicated distress, with 
resignation to the ,viII of God, and poor Stephen expressed his con .. 
viction, that he should depart out of this world, praying that the 
Lord would have mercy on hinl and take hiln to hilnself. On 
our return, something 'was sent for the relief of the patient. 

In the evening, I walked with Brother Lemluerz into the I{loof. 
'Ve ,vorked our way through the bushes tow'ards a rocky enlinenee, 
from ,vhich I hoped to gain a vie\v of the division Inade in the up
per part of the kloof by four round hillocks, but ,vas disappointed .. 
A number of children of both sexes ,vere employed in getting fire
,vood, all with naked feet, and nothalf dressed, fearing neither thorns, 
sharp stones, nor serpents, \vhich are not unfrequently luet with. 
The stone throughout the kloof is sand-stone, generally of a reddish 
hue, intersected by veins of ,vhite quartz, here and there imperfectly 
chrystalized. 'The rocks appear as if they 'were put together of frag
luents of various sizes. Some of their ledges are covered with beau .. 
tiful shrubs, and the partridge aloe gro,vs everywhere in great per
fection. 

This evening, a chest with Dutch bibles and Testaments, a present 
from the British and Foreign Bible Society, arrived, to the great joy 
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of the lllissionaries and the IIottentots. In the evening-service, I 
was lTIOre than ever charmed with the voices of the congregation. 

Before I proceed in Illy narrative, it ll1ay be proper to give an 
account of SOllle of the internal regulations of the Inissionary set .. 
tlement5 of the United Brethren, ,vhich are the saIne in every coun
try. The gospel is preached to all heathen, to ,vhorn the missiona
ries can gain access, and everyone invited to be reconciled to God, 
through the atonement Illade by Jesus Christ. Besides the public 
tcstilTIOny of the go§pel, the missionaries are diligently employed 
in visiting and conversing 'with the heathen in their d,vellings. If 
any corne to the missionaries for further instruction, giving in their 
names, they are called New People, and special attention is paid to 
theine If their subsequent conduct proves their sincerity, and they 
desire to be initiated into the Christian Church by Holy Baptism, 
they are considered as Candidatesjor Baptisrn, and, after previous in
struction, and a convenient tirrle of probation, baptized. In adluit
ting thelll to the I-Ioly COlllmunion, they are first permitted to be 
once present as spectators, and called Candidates for the Comlnunion; 
and after SOine time, becolne C omlnunicants. Each of these divi
sions have separate meetings, in ,vhich they are instructed in all 
things relating to a godly life and walk. Separate meetings are 
also held ,vith other divisions of the congregation; with the children, 
the single men, the single WOluen, the married people, the ,vidowers, 
and widows, in ,vhich the adlnonitions and precepts given in the 
I-Ioly Scriptures for each state of life are inculcated. Every mem
her of the congregation is expected to come, at stated seasons, to 
converse with the missionaries; the men with a missionary, and the 
,yomen ,vith his wife, by ,vhich a more perfect kno,vledge of the 
individuals is gained, and all opportunity afforded to each, to request 
and receive special advice. From among the most approved of the 
people of both sexes, Assistants are appointed in large congregations, 
who visit the sick, make reports to the missionaries, and help to 
Inaintain oruer. Others are employed as Chapel .. ser·vants, ,vho take 
their turn in attendance. 
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21st. In the afternoon, the chapel-servants had a meeting, as 

usual in the beginning of the year, the aim of ,vhich is, to encourage 
them to diligence and faithfulness in their service. rrhe conversa
tion 'was free, unaffected, and edifying. l\1any of them, both men 
and 'women,joined in it with great modesty. Father ~1arsveld, af
ter a short address, asked SODle questions concerning their service, 
and their views in accepting of the appointment. rrheir answers 
surprised and delighted me. They proved, that these people, lately 
so ignorant, had, by the instruction, not of men, but of the Spirit of 
God, conceived view8 and ideas of the service in the house of God 
lllore just, than n1any,vho think thelnselves far more enlightened. 
Their spirit seemed truly that of David, "who ,vould rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of the Lord, than d ,veIl in the tents of the 
wicked. One said, that he felt so unworthy of being thus elnployed, 
that when he rose to snuff the candles, he ahnost trenlbled, lest he 
should do any thing to disturb the congregation or the teacher. 
The conversation turned also upon brotherly love, and a vvillingness 
to hel p each other in trouble or sickness, which is not natural to 
the Hottentots. This gave occasion to luany practical observa
tions, and my quoting the sirnile used in Scripture, of the inti
lllate connexion of the melnbers of the body, that if one suffer, 
the whole is affected, with explanations given by sorne of the Inis
~ionaries present, seemed to make a deep irnpression upon theine 
'rhey with one consent expressed their thankfulness for having re
ceived lnore teachers, and for my visit. Father :Nlarsveld's nlan
ner in leading the conversation, was that of a sensible parent addres
sing sensible children. To me, t.his opportunity of noticing the 
disposition of the lIottentots, when converted to Christ, was singu
laxly agreeable and in1portant. Shortly after, they all came into·nlY 
room, to pay nle a special visit, and once more to bid Ine welcolne. 
'rhe canlera obscura happening to stand in a position, 'which sho,v
ed the church and the grove, with people passing and repassing, 
exceedingly anlusecl and astonished theine 

A luessenger no,,, announced that Stephen 'was ill a dying. state, 
L 
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and Brother Bonatz itntnediately went to see him once more, but 
on arriving at the house, found that he hadjust breathed his last. 
The case of this poor DIan and his family distressed and disturbed 
Iny mind. Both he and his wife "wereworthymembers of the congre
gation, and now, in the midst of family troubles, they are separated, 
when the assistance of the husband seemed most needed. 

As, Sunday is generally a day, on which strangers attend divine 
worship, or visit the settlenlent, the lIoly Communion is always 
held in the evening, ,vhell there are no intruders. At half past se
ven the cornlTIunicant congregation assembled in the church. What 
shall I say of this solemnity! I wished all my friends, \v ho take 
share in the success of the Missions of our Church, to be present. 
What a miracle is here wrought by the power of God, through the 
simple preaching of the word of the Cross! What nlust the feel
ings of those tuen be, who first were employed in the renewal of 
this Mission, no longer ago than in 1792, when they behold the 
effects of their labours. I made this remark to Father Marsveld. 
I-lis answer was-" I t is so clearly the work of God, and not of 
" luan, that we almost forget, that we have at all been employed 
" in it. '''hen we caIne hither, our utnlost hope was, that "we 
" l1light perhaps, in a course of years, see forty or fifty Hotten
" tots converted and fonned into a Christian congregation; and as 
" 'we were ti'avelling towards this place, we prayed to our Saviour, 
" that fIe 111ight bless and support us; and if He granted us 
" the favour to see but one soul converted in truth, we should 
" think ourselves well rewarded. And now, when we behold 
" what He has done, we are indeed overwhelmed with gratitude 
" and arnazernent: but not unto us, not unto us, to IIis name a
" lone be all the glory and all the praise." rr his was likewise the 
constant expression of l~"ather Schwinn: he once said to me of his 
own accord, "vVe are unprofitable servants and sinful men; we 
" have done nlany things amiss, and have not~ing to boast of, but 
"rnercy. The Lord forgave ns our sins" healed every breach, and 
" helped us to serve I-lim with gladness from day to day, while we 
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" beheld the effects produced by the powerof I-lis vVord and Spirit." 
That venerable apostle, George Schmidt, and Father Kuehnel, are 
in heaven, rejoicing before the throne of the Lalnb over the success 
of the faithful labours of God's servants on earth. 

But to return to the celebration of the Lord's supper. The de
votion and fervour, with ,vhich the I-Iottentots present attended to 
the service, and received the sacred elements, were peculiarlystrik
ing to my mind. '"rheir singing was rnelodious, but rather too soft. 
I was told in apology, that not all of them ,vere acquainted with the 
hylnns sung by the minister who officiated. A Post-Cornmullion 
followed, for such as had been necessarily prevented froin attend
ing before, by family duties, watching, or other hindrances. I 
retired to IUY room, rather overwhelmed by the feelings and re
flectiQns of my miud, and with a heart filled with thankfulness to 
God our Saviour for such a inanifestation of his power and grace 
as I had just ,vitne~sed. It nlay appear like enthusiaslll, but I 
asked no longer, "Am I really and bodily in Gnadenthal?" but, 
" Am I yet on earth ?" 

22d. I-Iaving promised Brother Leitner, that I would accom
pany him to-day on a visit to his wife, who had for some ,veeks 
been confined by illness at the Warnl-bath near Caledon, we pre
pared to leave Gnadenthal im,mediately after the morning-service, 
which, on the day following the celebration of the Holy COlurnu
nioll, is a Liturgy for thanksgi ving. I was astonished to see the 
church well filled, and all the communicants yet in their Sunday'S 
dress) neat and clean. If some ot lny Cape friends, who often de
scribe the Hottentots as an incorrigible set of lazy, dirty, and rag
O'ed creatures, were to see this cont!regation on such occasions 
~ LJ , 

they would at least say, that here, facts do 110t prove their asser-
tion true. At the Conllnunion, nlost of the worn,en are dressed 
in clean white gowns. Both men and women save their best ap
parel, that they luay appear decent at church on Sundays, but 
there is no affectation of finery among theln. 
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'\IVe set off in our o,vn waggon and ten oxen, for the Wartn .... 
bath, Brother Thomsen accolTIpanying us. The weather ,vas fine, 
and the haze hovering about the middle region of the Inountains, 
only served to make their outline and the distances of different 
ridges more distinct. I have nowhere seen any chain of mountains 
of a more picturesque and ilnposing appearance. Some of the lo,v 
heathy hills, forming the valley in ,vhich Gnadenthal lies, have 
fanciful shapes, and rocky ledges about half way up the ascent. At 
Klemnl's farrn, we made but a short stay, and proceeded on the Cape 
road for about eight English miles, when ,ve turned to the left, to
:wards the Zwarteberg. Thisis a bleak mountain of moderate height, 
furrowed, as it ,vere, with rocky kloofs on the north side. The chief 
alnusement on these journies is the contemplation of the singular 
ranges of hills, which fornl the horizon. On doubling the west cor .. 
ner of the Zwarteberg, a high lTIountain, called the Tower of Babel, 
presents itself with much grandeur. 

The tow-n or vil1age of Caledon is but as a sapling rising out oftlle 
ground, the houses are neat, and the church in form of a cross, ,vith
out a steeple. rfhe circun1jacent country is naked, and a barren 
·waste, excepting a fe·w green spots of cultivation in the vale. 

The vVarm-baths are about one English mile beyond the to-wn, 
under the south declivity of the mountain. We ,vere welcomed by 
our friends and Dr. Hassner, the proprietor of the baths, ,vith 
great cordiality; the latter conducted me to his house, where I met 
,vith a very hospitable reception, and excellent aCcolumodations. 
SOllIe friends carne and spent an hour with us. 

23d. I rose early, intending to try the effect of the ,varm hath, 
and found it the best possible remedy both against the rheumatism, 
and the prickly heat, which still haunted me. After breakfast ,vith 
l~rother Leitner's farnily, Dr. lIassner took me in his curricle to 
Caledon, ,vhere we ·waited upon the deputy-landdrost, lVlr. Von 
rrauenfelder. Our friends followed us on foot. ] t proved a very 
pleasant visit; the landdrost sho,ved us the church, and the pri-
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son, here called the Tronk. Having also paid our respects to the 
minister, the Rev. Mr. Voss, ,ve returned to dinner. 

The efficacy of the warnl baths is universally acknowledged by 
all who have used them, both inhabitants of this colony, and inva
lids from the East Indies. After dinner, we visited the hot springs. 
'rhey are situated in an eminence behind the new ,bathing-house. 
'rhe principal one proceeds from an opening, about a foot and a. 

half wide, the depth of ,vhich is not yet ascertained. The temper
ature of the water is 1180 Fahrenheit at the spring, and 112 in the 
bath. Between two hot springs a cold spring rises, which has 'va
ter of a different quality, and comparatively extremely cold. The 
soil on this part of the mountain is a black mould, as fine as po'w
der. Shrubs and plants cover it and prevent its being carried off 
by the ,vind. It is but shallow, and lies upon a crust of iron-stone 
of singular texture, porous, bulbous, and its fissures in SOIne parts 
fi]]ed ,vith a glistening substance. Most of i.t appears to have 
passed through fire; here and there showing decolnposition, and 
yielding a bright yellow ochre. I have called it a crust of iron
stone, because it sounds hollo,v under one's feet, as though it co
vered a vacuum, which, however, is not Dr. I-Iassner's opinion, but 
rather, that it is elastic. In one place, an opening or chasm ap
pears, which is said to have been occasioned by an eruption. On 
our return, we visited the old baths, higher up the hill. 

In the eve"ning, Dr. Hassner gave me a detai1ed description of 
the loss of the Arniston East Indiaman off Cape .Aguillas, ,vhich 
happened about the end of May 1815. The catastrophe was ter
rific. About three hundred souls perished, among whom were Lord 
and Lady Moles,vorth, with other persons of high character. I 
could hardly fall asleep, so deep was the impression made upon 
my mind by the Doctor's eloquent account of the horror of this 
scene. 

24th. After breakfast, Brother Tholnsen accompanied me to 
Sallie eminences in front of the buildings, of which, and of the vil
lage, I made a sketch. On my return, ,ve were visited by ML 
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lIoetz, a merchant, and by the landdrost of Caledon. Sister Leit. 
ner being rather better in health, the conlpany spent the day very 
pleasantly together. After tea, I set out ,vith Brother rrholnsell 
to exalnine the rocky sUlnluit of the Zwarteberg. Beyond the 
iron-stone region, quartz is found in abundance; innumerable 
flowers and shrubs of great variety grow anlong the rocks, and a. 
botanist finds here a rich harvest. 

The Inoulltain is very properly called the Zwarteberg, or the 
Black l\1ountain, for it is an asselnblage of black, barren, rocky 
hillocks, rising one above the other in strange confusion, inha .. 
bited only by jackals, wolves, tygers, and serpents. 

vVe ,vere insensibly led from one enlinence to the other, enjoy ... 
ing the prospect on all sides, and amusing ourselves with the con
templation of the plants, here and there luxuriantly growing be
tween the stones, on a very thin covering of earth, 'when the set
ting sun renlinded· us of the necessity of returning by the short
est path. This we missed, and got among broken rocks, where 
almost every step was attended with danger. vVe supped all to
gether at the baths, and I found the conversation of my worthy 
host so interesting, that I did not retire to rest, till after mid
night. 

25th .. A.bout half past six, 'we took leave of our old and new 
acquaintances, with prayers for the speedy recovery of our worthy 
friend, Sister Leitner, and took the road along the south side of 
tbe Zwarteberg. 'rhe country is mostly barren, without a tree or 
bush to clothe its brown surface. Not a green spot is seen, ex
cepting \vhere, in the bed of SOllle torrent, descending from the 
precipitous declivity of the ll10untain, a little moisture has been left 
behind. The Zwarteberg stretches about ten English Iniles, in a 
south-west and north-east direction, and is perfectly barren. 

"\lVe passed through a farm, where, by an act of justice, formerly 
unknown in this country, the possessors have been taught, that 
English lawachnits of no respect of persons; but ·when administered 
according to the constitution, provides security and justice for the 
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lowest, as well as the highest ranks of society. The wife, ,vith the 
assistance of her daughter, a girl of about eighteen years of age, 
had Tnost unm.erciful1y beaten a female slave in their service, though 
,vith child, wounding her from head to foot. Complaints of ~his act 
of barbarity having been brought before the Judge, at the circuit, 
lately established in this colony, and the cruel perpetrators being 
found guilty, they ·were condemned to pay three hundred rix
dollars fine, two thousand rix-dollars costs of suit, and that their 
slaves should all be sold, but not to one of their falnily. 'fhe fann 
appeared in a very delapidated state. 

SOine Hottentot ·WOlnen belonging to Gnadenthal, being at 'work 
in the field, ran to,vards our ,vaggon, expressed in the most friendly 
manner their joy at seeing their teachers, and delivered some little 
commissions to our driver and leader for their friends and faluilies. 
I ,vas vastly pleased with this rencontre. We halted at a farm, "There 
the family gave us a friendly reception. I had been all day troubled 
with violent headach, but was cured by some hot tea, which, though 
proceeding from a dirty pe,vter urn, with sops of spider's legs, and 
fragments of the wings and bodies of flies, gave Ule alrnost inunediate 
relief: whether owing to the decoction of these particles of insects, 

. to the heat of the ,vater, or any other cause, I waited Dot to exa ... 
llline, but felt thankful for D1Y recovery. 

The road no,v turned towards the Gnadenthal mountains, ,vhich, 
from some elninences, had a truly magnificent appearance. We vi .. 
sited a fanner of the name of Kuntz, whom we found in an ailing 
state: he however came down and conversed ,vith us. lIis farm 
lies along a pretty valley, with an everflowing stream, and a con
siderable tract of land under cultivation: the house is large and 
roomy, and SOHle of the ceilings are Inade of a fine yello,v or 
olive-c.oloured w'ood from Ceylon. \Ve now lTIoved slowly to
wards Ollr hOlne, on bad roads and with ,yeary cattle, but delight
ed ,vith the prospect; and about eight 0' clock arrived in the shady 
recesses of Gnadenthal, the very sight of "\vhich affords comfort in 
this hot and sultry region. 
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26th. After breakt~tst, Brother ClelIlcns accolnpanied me into 
the garden, the burial-ground, and other prenlises, when I men ... 
tioned to hilll some ideas of ilnprOVe111ent, by which regularity and 
beautY.lnight, in Illy opinion, be 111uch furthered, at a slnall expense~ 
But I will candidly confess, that by the time I had been a few 
lllonths in Africa, and becorne better acquainted with the difficul
ties presenting themselves on all sides, in pronloting improvement, 
hoth nl0ral and physical, I was rather disposed to stand astonished 
at what had been done, in so short a time, by our Brethren in this 
place, and at Groenekloof, than to expect imnlediate attention to 
my suggestions. Those venerable men, JV[arsveld and Schwinn, 
heard Illy renlarks ,vith great patience and forbearance, as they were 
never Inade, but under a con viction of Illy being a novice, and with 
all due and unfeigned deference to their better judgment. I also 
sa,Y an inlproveUlent, which pleased me. vVe visited the people 
,yho were cutting and drying peaches in the missionaries' garden. 
Fonnerly the fruit was laid upon a platform constructed of brooIn, 
faste~ed to, and supported by uprights fixed in the ground. If it 
rained long, the peaches were spoiled, as they could not he renloved, 
and the platform itself suffered great damage during the ,vet season. 
~rhe 13rethren ,vere no,Y gradually introducing moveable racks Ok 

platforms, made of banlboo and reed wattling, and placed loose 
on a fraBle, which could be easily taken ofF, and with the load of 
fruit carried into a dry shed, and when not in use sto,ved away in 
a small conl pass. 

In the forenoon, we l11et in conference. Thirty-four persons,vere 
appointed for advance ih church-privileges, from a list of about fifty 
under consideration. After dinner, they were called by the chapel
servants into the dining-roon1; first, those to be adrnitted among the 
ca:ndidates for baptism; then, the persons to. be baptized, and lastly, 
sonle, viho, having been baptized as children, ,vere to be received 
into the congregation. After being inforrned of the advance they 
were to. lnake, they were earnestly exhorted to walk ·wor.thy 9f the 
grace conferred upon them. rrhe answers given to the very solenln 
questions put to them> were generally clear, and evidently proceed-
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ing from their hearts. I could not but adn1ire the Inanner in which 
this service was conducted by the presiding Inissionary. 

To-day I attended a meeting of the men for instruction in the 
Christian doctrines, in which Father Schwinn, besides asking SOlne 
questions in the w'ay of catechisation, delivered a very anirnated 
discourse. From the church I proceeded to the school, where Bro
ther Lemmerz ,vas introduced to the boys as their future school
Inaster. They took leave of his predecessor, Brother Leitner, and 
proITlised obedience, by giving their hands. A class was then 
called, that I might hear them spell and read, ,vhich they did very 
well, considering that the vacation, during the harvest, always 
brings with it some (orgetfulness of ,vhat has been learned. Sorne 
of the poor boys come to school in their karosses and aprons, others 
are dressed in linen jackets and trowsers. The school-house is ave ... 
ry convenient, roolny building. As I had brought ,vith me a present 
of bibles and testalnents froIn the British and Eoreign Bible Society, 
I took this opportunity of speaking to the children, and observing, 
that I should be glad, on illy return, to be able to infonIl that vener
able society, that they ,vere well bestowed. 

In the evening, the Liturgy, or hymn, treating of our Saviour's 
sufferings, appointed in our Church for Friday evening's ,vorship, 
'was sung in a spirit of hUlnble thanktulness for our redemption. 
This is the grand su bject, which .has proved the Ineans of conver
sion, civilization, and happiness in tilne and eternity, to believers of 
every tribe and nation. May it be and remain our constant theIne, 
in spite of either a deriding world, 01' the vain conceits and speciol~s 
arguments of such, as pretend to superior insight, and think that 
they have found something higher and Inore effectual. 

I have seen to-day much of the course of a Inissionary station, 
,vhere there are lllany descriptions of persons to attend to; and I 
am convinced, that if a rnissionary does his duty, there is occasion 
for the exertion of all the energies of mind and body. May we al
ways be favoured with missionaries, who can say with truth: "1'he 
Love of Christ constl'ailleth us." 

M 
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27th. I spent the forenoon at 111y desk. After dinner, 'while others 
,vere taking their Afi'ican nap, which does not yet agree with rne, I 
took a walk about the prenlises, and ascended the hill to the right, 
cOllling out of the kloof. My intention was to seek a spot, frorn 
'whence a vie'w rnight be taken of the Inissionaries' premises, show
ing the church, a part of every house, and the garden. On Iny 
return, finding the church-door open, I entered and clirnbed in
to the roof. l-Iere I found two l-Iottentots at ,York, who gave me 
some infornlation about the building. The tinlber used ,vas allo",~ .. 
ed by Government to be cut in the forest of Soete ~Ielks Valley. 
After coffee, the Brethren Clemens and Lenlmerz ,vent ,vith me in
to the kloof. On the ,road ,ve ,vere called to by sorne I-Iottentots, 
,vho had just caught a tree-serpent. It ,vas a beautiful creature, a
bout four feet long, mottled grey on the back, with a gold-yellow 
belly. These reptiles are said to be very venomous,and haunt trees 
and bushes. .After a Illost pleasant walk, we returned, admiring 
the vie,v of G nadenthal church, as it presents itself at the opening 
of the k]oof. 'rhe rocks on both sides, of the glen are of a deep 
bro'vn-red colour . 

.28th. rrhis was a day of peculiar happiness and conlfort to Iunny 

in this congregation, both to those, who were admitted to church-pri,.. 
vileges, as above stated, and to all ,,,ho took share in the prosperity 
of this ,york of GOD. After an animated sermon by Father l\lars
veld, two children ,vere baptized. I 'vas again, as at Groenekloof, 
greatly edified by the questions put to, and ans,vers given by the 
parents, previous to the solenln transaction. To see the ,vido,,, of 
poor Stephen, lately killed by the kick of a horse, no,v appearing 
with her infant at the baptismal font, ,,,as a very affecting sight, 
and she was particularly recomluended to the prayers and kind no
tice of the congregation. At three in the afternoon was the bap
tism of nine mell, and six women. All ordained ministers were 
engaged in this service. I baptized three, one of ,,,hom was, a 
Caffre, Klaas Stoffel. Brother Bonatz addressed both the large 
audience, which filled the church, and the candidates about to be 
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baptized, in a manner, so as to raise great attention. In the 
evening, we met again for the reception of three children of 
Christian parents into the congregation. Truly the presence 
of Him, who has prolnised to be with flis people alway, even to 
the end of the world, ,vas felt by most, if not all, who attended'on 
these solemnities. 

29th. I was present at the morning-nleeting for Christian in
struction, and afterwards, at the girls' school: one hundred and 
eleven children had assenlbled. They took leave of Father 
Marsveld, who had hitherto been their teacher, and received 
Brother Leitner in the manner before described. It was affect
ing to see many of theln clinging about Father 'l\farsveld, and 
'with many tears shaking hands, to thank him. for his kindness to
,yards then1, as their teacher. Some of the bigger girls seenled 
quite disconsolate, and cried for a long tinle ,vithout ceasing. 
About a hundred and thirty girls belong to the school. 

To-day, Brother Bonatz introduced to me a Hottentot captain, 
who lives at Gnadenthal. He did not look much like a man ill 
office, ,yore a very shabby jacket, and had neither shoes nor stock ... 
ings. Brother Bonatz informed me, that he was very poor; and 
having brought a parcel of old clothes with me, to distribute a
nl0ng the poor, I presented him with a scarlet jacket, given nle 
by a Bristol volunteer, which I happened to have among IUY store. 
I asked him to try it on, and as it fitted. hiJU well, told hilll that it 
was his, and suited him, as an English captain. He could hardly 
believe, that he was really put in possession of such a treasure, and 
strutted off with it, to the admiration of many passengers on the 
road, who stood in surprise at the contrast between the upper part 
of his attire, and the state of his legs and feet. 

30th. Eight new-people obtained leave to live here, on trial. 
I spent most of the day at home. 

31st. At the meeting for the children, about three hundred at
tended. After dinner, two Hottentots called upon Dle, by ap
pointment, with whorll Brother BOllatz and I wished to confer, 
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relative to the best situation in the interior for a third missionary 
settlement. 'rhey proposed an exalnination of the banks of the 
Chanltoos Revier in Uitenhagen district, where they mentioned a 
place fOfluerly occupied by Hottentots, and abounding with wood 
and water. It was also their opinion, that several suitable situa
tions Inight be found on that river, and luany I-Iottentots from 
GIJadenthal would be willing to relnove into that part of the co ... 
lony. We deternlined to visit some of the most intelligent far .. 
tuers in the neighbouring country, and consult thenl about the 
best Ineans of 111aking ajourney into the interior. 

Being desirous of penetrating as far as possible into the kloof, 
the missionaries 'rhomsen and LeL1lluerz accompanied me into it, 
this afternoon, and as we ,vere new-comers, we enjoyed all the 
pleasure expectation affords, in making a journey of discovery. 
1Ve arrived at the spot, where the kloof is divided by three round
topped hillocks, ,vhich are partially covered ·with brush-wood. 
rrhe brown-red rocks, on all sides, have a singular appearance, their 
layers inclining chiefly froln east to west. We turned to the right 
along the brook, which flows under hanging roeks, shelving for
·wards to a considerable height, and scrambled along, through 
thick bushes, and over huge 11lasses of stone, till we were stopped 
by the quantity of water, rushing in nUlnberless cascades between 
theln, in all directions. I-Iere are SOlne very picturesque groups 
of brush-wood, rock, and water, which would furnish interesting 
subjects for the pencil of an able artist. 

In the evening, I spent a very agreeable hour ,vith Father lVIars ... 
veld, whose instructive conversation I delight to enjoy. lIe gave 
me a detailed account of the troubles which he and his two ,vorthy 
associates experienced, in the beginning of their labours in this de
sert, till God sent the English to put a stop to the opposition of evil
disposed people. These misguided rnen 'vent so far as to hand 
about a paper, to be signed by the neighbouring farmers, by which 
they should bind themselves not to supply the lllissionaries with 
the necessaries of life, ,vhich, at that early period, they could not 
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