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THE FIRE BRIGADE. 
In the year 1882, the old fire brigade was re-organized by 

Superintendent Charles Hayne, who was pngaged from England .. 
At that time the brigade was in aver.:' unsatisfaetory condition, 
there being but fOUl' manual engines, worked principally by Malays. 

The old fire station was situated in the Town House Buildings 
in Burg Street, where the accommodation was very imperfect and 
-restricted, the stables being situ tted. at the back of the station and 
the horses having to be led out into the road to be harnessed to 
.engines. At that time the old ahrm bell had to be rung to collect 
...members together. 

A new fire station was built by the Town Council in the year 
1891, upon the site of the old theatre in Burg Street. The super
intendent's quarters are placed over the front of building. The 
mews, quarters, and stabling are at the back, also billiard room, 
-recreation, bath and dining rooms. There is an engineera' shop, 
fitted with lathe and all necessary fittings for repairing engines, &c. ; 
.also carpenter's shop, &c. 

The present staff consists of one superintendpnt, one foreman 
(Mr. W. T. Legg), one engineer (Mr. R. Reid), one clerk (A. 
-Crawford), and thirteen firemen, two coachmen, and twenty volun
teers attached to the Garrison artillerv, and six auxilliarv firemen, 
who a,re drilled by Foreman Legg, of the brigade. ~ 

The applia.nces consist of two steam fire engines, one capable of 
pumping 360 gallons per minute, and one engine of 600 gallons per 
minute, two manual fire engines (all of which wer.e manufactured by 
Shand Mason & Co., Lonifon), one hose reel and Implement van, one 
hose ~art, one hand hose reel, ooe telescopic fire escape, capable of 
reaching forty-five feet, one currich escape, and one M.F.B. hose 
tender, one four-wheel telescopic fire ladder and escape, capable of 
-reaching a height of eighty feet. Both escapes are fitted with patent 
water towers. The brigade is supplied with about 10,000 feet of 
hose. There are at present five horses stabled on the premises, two 
·of which are trained, upon an alarm of fire bein?, given, -to leave their 
stalls and gallop up to their places in the engine, over which is fixed 
patent automatic harness. The stables and front doors are fitted with 
'patent automatic fittings, and are opened by electricity by the ma.n 
·on duty from the watch-room, upon an alarm .of fire ?ei~g giv~n. 

The brigade is in direct telephonic commuDlcatlOn WIth the 
following, viz. :-The Exchange, the Reservoir, Ra.ilway Fire Station, 
TOWIl House, Generating Station, Houses of Parliament, Sir Lowry 
Road and Waal Street Police Stations, and the New Somerset Hos-
pital, Royal Hotel, Grand Hotel, 1\11'. Stewart's Office. , 

The following firms and buildings are co?-nected by alarm bells 
to the watch-room, viz. :-Mills & Sons, Darlmg Street; C. J. Cule, 
Attwell & Co .. Standard Bank, Garlick & Cu.; also six alarm posts, 
Long Street, Stall Plein, Orange Street, H'1nover Stree.t, Toll Gd.t~, 
Somarset Roa 1, and six more in the conrae of erectwn. ElectrIC 
lighting throughout. 
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T • 
The Luth Tan Church is situated in Strand Street. It is a large 

building, and was presented to th congregation about 1790 bv a 
wealthy burgher named Martin Melk. The pulpit i wen worthy o~ 
inspection. 

--:0:--

Was establi hed by the EngJi h AdmiraH,v in 1820. The present 
buildings were completed nine years later and regula.r observations 
('omrnenced in 1829. The present A tronomer Royal is Dr. David 
Gil], who was appointed in 1879. Ob ervatory Road is the nearest 
Railway Station situated on the Wynberg Line. 

---:0:---

For the transmission of "ordinary" telegrams the charges are · 
1/- fOT ten words and 6d. for every additional five 01' part of five 
words. Between Cape Town and its suburbs a ., local" rate of 1(
for the first twenty words and 6d. fOT every additional ten words IS 
charged. ,. Cypber" or "code" telegrams are charged at a rate of ' 
50 per cent. excess of the" ordinary" rate. This tariff covers the 
(;ost of transmi~sion from C<lpe Colony to Stations io Natal,_ 
Eechuanaland, Orange Free State, TTansvaal and vice versa. For 
distances beyond a mile and not exceeding two miles fro~ t~e ' 
receiving Telegraph Office, a porterage of 6d, per half-mIle IS 
levied. 

---:0:---

A charming feature of Cape Town is Table Mountain, which 
l'ises b~hind .the town, ~ sheer precipice to the height of nearly ~,OOO · 
feet, WIth a Jagged horlzontal front two mBes in length. On eIther 
side of it is the Devil's Peak and Lion's Head. The ascent of Table 
Mountain, though fatiguing, offers no mountaineedng difficulties, the 
only danger to be feared being the occasional collection of clou~s 
round the summit wbich produces tbe familiar" table clotb." It ~s 
in the ext.reme suddenness with wbich these clouds gather that theIr' 
chief danger lies to the climber, for it is impossible at any time to 
predict that the mountain will be clear for the next twenty-four 
hours. Fatal accidents have oc(;urred from visitors wandering about 
in the mist and falling over precipices, and it is always safer for a 
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stranger to en::;:age n. g'uide. 'rile lllounta,iu ba.s ll1cLllY very uea.utiful 
features, and 1S wortby of minute examina,tion at the bands of 
explorers. The view from the summit is simply magnificent and 
is always considered an a.mple rewar.l fOI' the a.rduous task of climhing 
thither. 

--:0:--

THE TOW~ 

Where the Town Council meetings are beld, stands in Green
marhet Square, a large open space in the centre of the Town. Its 
Cl)rner stone was laid on the 18th N ovem ber, 1755, by Baera.ndt 
Artoys, a member of the Oourt of Justice. After its completion, the 
Town House wa.s used not only as the offiees and place of meeting 
of the old Burgber sena.te, but elIso as the headquarters of the Citv 
Guard. Its design is somewbat heav.v, and it ha.s a large stoep a.nd 
m;tssi ve balcony, which has often served as a coig-n of vantage from 
which to address public meetings in Greenmarket Square. A small 
tower is not:ceable on the roof. In times gone by it conta.ined a 
gong, which was loudly sounded whenever an audience w.as relllirerl 
to listen to public aunouncements or addresses; but as it cracked 
on one occasion whilst undergoing a vigorous ham mering it was 
removed from the tower and never replaced. 

Many pleasant reminiscences are told of tbe Town House, and 
its antiquity and old associations render it a pleasant link between 
the past and the present. 

---:0:---

THE GREEN POINT AND SEA 
POINT OATHS. 

ThE:se were established in 1895, and are situated at Sea Po:nt, 
close to ClHens-roan on the Melropolitan RailwiLJ. Salt wa~er is 
used, and there are two fresh water shower baths, the bath be:ng 
~lf-filling, as at high tide the sea flows in; at low ti,le it is pumped 
In by means of a gas engine driving a centrifu~al pump. There are 
24 private dressing rooms; the bath measures 70 x 120 feet-" and 
is in the open air; at the deepest end it is nille feet.. The cha~ge 
for admission is sixpence, special terms for season tIckets, wInch 
includes towel and bathing costume. There is a refreshment stall 
for the convenience of visitors. The hours of admittance are open to 
Gentlemen from sunrise to sunset, and Ladies every morning ex:cef t 
Sunday 10 to 1 and 3.30 to 4.30. The baths belong to a pnvate 
compa.ny leased to H. D. Cooke. 
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~fl--]E ~EW ASYLUM FOR L.UN TIC· 
AT YAL EN8E Ii 

Y rllkpD berg formerly occupied and known as the Porter Reform
H10r,,-was SOllie yea.1'5 ago a.cquired b.v the Government and convert
ed i~t.() a, temporary A~'ylum for LuncLtics a'3 a relief to the Institution 
on Robben Island. With the great increase of cases, the accom-
111tldation of the old builJings, has, for some time been considera.bly 
iusufficient, and the Government ultimately decided to provide for 
this emergency. 

The New· ASJ lum in course of erection is admirably situated on 
the highest plateau of the Villken berg E:state, with commanding 
views of the picturesque slopes of Table Moullta.in on the west., the 
Bla.uwberg Range ou the EeL t, and Table Bay Harbour on the north. 

The Buildings are con veniently prepared iu q uadrd.nO'le form-
for male and female p:1tif'nts-with an .Adtninistra.tive Block in the 
celltre forming the principal entranCe and we'tet'll facade. 

On the southern quarhangle al'P pla.ced the admission Infirmary, 
acut.e and convalescent. blo(·ks for male pct.tients, which are cOlllpleted 
and partly o(;c'lpied. Siwilar accommodation will be provided on the 
northern quadrangle for femaJe patients, s~)me portions uf which are 
also completed and occupied. 

The Buildings are principally Elizabethan in design, economically 
treated, and arranged for the use of material most suita.ble to the 
Colony, and are estimated to accommodate 250 inmatES, including the 
nursing staff, &c., 212 of this number being patients. 

rrhe plan~ing and general arrangements have been carefully 
worked out, and meet the requirements of the Commissioner in 
Lunacy. 

rrhe construction throughout is of the most substantial character, 
best quality blue bricks beiug used in the walls and laid in portla.nd 
cement mortar; the" dressillgs" of Kemalite cemeut to the quoins 
doors aud wiudows, and the panels fitted in with screened bea.ch sheet 
Tough-cast ou portland ccmeut renderinO', giving the elevations a 
bright aud pleasing effed. 0 

The principal fea.ture is the well-proportioned Tower in the main 
building-the upper p.)rtiou of which ha.. been practically 
utilized as a tank chamber for a part of the water supply to the 
institution, w,hile the lower portion provid~s the principal entra~ce 
hall and vestIbule. At the extreme end of the hall Oll either SIde 
are swing glazed doors lettding to the north an'l south corrDors, 
running the whole length or the buil.ling on the west side 
are 10ca.teJ the waiting r00111S, Uledical sUj!C'rintendenLs' offiees, and 
consulting ruoms. From the hall also on the north and south sides, 
are entrances to the reception room, 25 ft. by 25 ft., and Anti-Dining 
hall, 40 ft. by 21 ft.; ~hich will be divided by heavy curtains, 
and, when drawn La;k, wIll enable the two rOOillS to be uded for 
religious or other serviees. 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



THE CA.PE TOWN GUIDE. 115 

The genera.l dining 11;\.11 i.; very commo 1io 'lS and loft v, being 
66 ft. long, 36 ft. wide. and 27 ft. iu hei ht from floor to the crown 
of the elipitical ceilioO'. At the uorth t'lld all elevated platform or 
stage is provided for the pllrpo~es of holding the concerts and other 
entertainments whieh it" ;'Lt pre lit so much appreciated by the 
patients at the old asylum. 

Adjuinin~ the dinin~ hall is the ' t'V'~ry, which is attached to 
the spaciou kitchen and . eullery. Here a complete plant of the 
most improve I appa.ra.tus f\)1' c.»king both by steam and furnace has 
been sllpplieJ by Mes rs. McKenzie and Moncur, engineers, Edinboro. 

The 11 ua.l office a.re planne 1 v .r.v conveniently, and the nurses, 
attendents, illl.} servants diniuO' room, au(1 servants bedroom!';, have 
been carefully a.l'ra.nged for comfort and convenience. 

Ample provi iou ha.s been made through ut for the circulation 
·of fresh air and ventilat.ion, and very happy results have been obtained 
by the judicious harmonizing of color in the decoration of the several 
wards. dining rooms, dormitories, etc. 

The lavatories and bathroom ar~ ab olutely perfect and complete, 
·every care being taken to ensure thorough cleanliness in the com
partments, with plenty of fresh air and ventilation. 

The sanitary arrangements throughout are of the latest improve
ments. the fittings having been specially selected and imported from 
the bes J known firms in England. 

The Buildings were de igned in the Public Works Department, 
under the supervision of the Architect, ~rr. H. S. Greaves, and are 
being carried out by Mr. Tbos. Riddell, contractor, of Oape Town, 
for blocks 1, 2, 4 and 5, and by Messr . E. Poole & 00., contractors, 
of Oape Town, for blocks 3 and 6, under the superintendence of Mr. 
Strong, the Olerk of Work . 

The work was commenced about January, 1894. and the Oon
tracts to date amount to £50.000. 

0---

ME Ie L AN 
~jTARtUMs 

This iustitution, an illustration of which is shown on the 0ppo
-site page, ba.s been established by the Seventh Da.y Adventist Ohurch 
of SLluth Africa. Early in the history of that denominatioll in 
America, the work of sanitary reform was recognised as a matter 
eminently fitted to be associa.ted with the work of the gospel. In 
the year 1866, a.n institution was founded in the city of Battle Oreek, 
Michiga.n, U.S.A., which was afterwards incorporated under the 
provisions of a special act of the Michigan Legislature, as the 
:' Battle Oreek Medical and Surgical Sanitar.iumSincSince that. tirD:e 
It has progressed in a wonderful manner, untIlu e presGl esent tIme It 
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is recognised as one of the largest and best equipped institutions of 
the kind in the world. The regular working force of physicians, 
nurses, helpers, etc., has for some years numbered between three and 
four hundred, and patients from all parts of the world have shared 
its benefits. 

The success of the parent institution in Michigan has prompted 
the establishment of branch Sanitariums in different countries. At 
the third annual session of the South African Seventh Day Adventist 
Conference, in 1893, the preliminary steps were taken for the 
establishment of a Sanitarium in Cape Col0nv, to be manage 
upon the same methods as the one in America. After mucH 
time and careful attention on the part of a Committee appointed 
for the purpose, and with the advice of severallpading physicians, 
a tract of land c0ntctining 123 acres was purchased betw~en 
Claremont and Newlands, ill the vicinity of Oa.pe Towo, 
and the en-dion of the Sanitarium buildings was begun 
in Febru·trv, 1895. The location is one of the mo~t 
healthful in tile Oape Peninsula, lying in the beautiful Olaremont 
Valley with cll(l.nning scenery in every direction. The building 
is a hanosom,.; fpur-st.orey structure of lat.-·st architectural desig-tl, 
furnished throughout with the eledric light, a,nd with a specii1lly 
constructed lift for the safety and convenience of feeble patients, and 
stands upon an elevation which commands a magnificent view of that 
never-tiring scene-grand old Table Mountain. 

The aim of the managers of the Olaremont Sanitarium has been 
to provide in one place, and under the most favourable conditions,. 
all the means, methods, and appliances for the treatment of the sick 
which are recognised in rational medicine, and to utilise these means 
and methods in a conscientious and iI1tf'lligent manner. The physi
cians connected with the institution are regularly educated in scientific 
medical schools, having beeu duly authorised to practise the medical 
profession in Oape Oolony, and t.heir profesF:ional work is done 
strictly in harmony with ethical principles. 

Separate sets of bath-rooms, for ladies and gentlemen, have been 
const)ucted according to the latest sC'ipntific mpthods, where Water, 
Hot Air, Vapour, Electric, Turkish, Russian, Electric Light Bath.;, 
and every form of water treatment is administered by skilled 
att~ndants A gynasium is fitted up with modern appliances, where 
patIents take regular exercise under the instruction of. trained directors. 

The Sallitarium is not designed as a charitable institution, but 
the charges have been made on as modera.te a scale as possible, in 
view of t.he great expense of conducting such an institution; and it is 
hoped that many who are suffbring from chronic diseases may here 
avail themselves of advant.ages not elsewhere obtainable. 

The Oamarvon House, in Roeland-street, Oape Town, has been 
purchased as a city office and branch of the Sanitarium. This house 
has been fitted up with separate sets of bath and treatment-rooms for 
ladies_and gentlemen on the latest approved methods, making it the 
beRt bath-bouse in Oape Town. A!l forms of electric and hydropathic 
treatmellts are given under the direct supervision of a regular physician 
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1. 

There are few hotels, in South Africa, which enjoy as much 
popularity, or which are so plea antly situat~d, as "The Queen's." 
It has all the advantages of being an ideal sea-side place of residence, 
and yet it is within ome fifteen minute railway or tram journey from 
the heart of the city. The Rutel is not a private house converted into 
an hotel, but was specially designed and built as a first-class establish
ment, and is fitted with every modern convenience for the comfort 
of the hundreds of guests who have patronised it. The present 
proprietor, Mr. John Alexander (late of the Royal Hotel, Cape 
Town), who has ha.d several years' experience, and is noted for his 
care and attention to visitors, has very materially improved it, 
having completely refurnished it, a.t an immense outla.y. "The 
Queen's" commands a magnificent view of the ocean from 
jts frontage, whilst situated at the back is the rugged cone
shaped Lion's Head Mountain, rising to nearly 2,000 feet above 
sea level. The premises, the grounds and gardens occupy an 
area of close upon six acres; the latter have been well laid out and 
considerably enhance the beauty of the surroundings. Few residences, 
even in the neighbourhood, can boast of such a fine stoep, and 
verandah, which is a most popular rendezvous, as from this coign of 
vantage, the various steamers and vessels passjng to and fro to Table 
Bay can be observed. 

The cuisine is all th.at can be desired, a French chef 
having the management of all the culinery arrangements. The 
dining-room is a truly grand apartment, splendidly furnished and 
appointed, being one hundred feet long-the largest in Cape Town. 

There are many pleasant walks in the neighbourhood, notably 
the Victoria Road, which starts from the back of the Hotel to 
Camps Bay; the sceu.ery on this thoroughfare is magnificent, and 
a splendid view of the long range of mountains called "The Twelve 
~post]es" will amply repay the visitor who !:ltrolls for a mile or two 
10 this direction. 

Every convenience has been thought of for those visitors who love 
sport, as there are two lawn-tennis courts, a coach-house for storing 
bicycles, besides private carriages for the conveyance of those visitors 
who wish to view the fine scenery in the locality; and last, but not 
least, there is a private swimming-bath of fresh sea water for t~ose 
who enjoy a dip in the briny. There are over fifty bedrooms, bes~des 
ladies' retiring-rooms, sitting-room, boudoir, drawing-room! smokmg
room, &c., all commanding a fine outlook of ocean or mountam scenery. 
A private bus meets all trains a.nd steamers; and there can be no 
doubt that" The Queen's" is one of the finest and most comfort
able Hotels in the country. 
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MESSRS. COMBRINCK & CO.'s NEW DEPOT. 
These works are situated on t.he Dook Road. and are intended 

for refrigerating and ice-making'. The basement, 01' rpfrigerating 
cham bers, are about 20 feet below the level of the road; and cover 
an area of about 32,380 feet floor surface, the building being 240 feet 
long by 137 feet wide. It is not lot.ended to equip the whole of this 
area at present; hnt it is heing very libercdly dealt with, ana f\.bout 
165.000 cubic feet of cooling space is under cOllstructi,Hl. To the 
casual observer, when standing in this immense basement and 
looking along the lines of posts and girders, the whole scheme looks 
too gigantic to be handled by a private finn, and one calls to mind 
how quite recentl,V the waves of Table Bay washed up against the 
old dock wall, and that the site on which one can now walk about 
amidst t be forest of massive squared tim bers supporting the beams 
overhead was a bathing-place but a few months ago. These stores 
extend along one side-or half tbe width of the building-down the 
centre of which will be laid a tramway, and the other half of the 
basement is devoted to refrigerating chambers. This b·l.serJlent wilt 
be provided with hydraulic lifts, Under the freezing chambers will 
be a snb-cf;'llar, the floor of which will be composed of concrete and 
asphalt. It is false economy to have the freezing and chilling rooms 
too high. because each cubic inch of space hits to be cooled to the 
required temperature suited to the articles stored in the room. 
However, in this case, the height from the street level to bed-rock is 
sufficient to give a very fine cellarage under the freezing and chilling 
rooms. The chamber here is qllitp under water, the high-water 
spring tides being about 8 feet from the rock. Several springs of 
fresh wat~r developed themselves on the higher portion of the 
enclosed area, and this water has been utilised in a large concrete 
reservoir, which will be connected with the main pumping plant in 
the engine-room, and used for condensing purposes, &c. The concrete 
walls were built, seven feet wide at the bottom, the coffer dams 
being placed in the water and the rock bottom prepared to receive 
the concrete. 

The boiler ho~se and coal bunkers occupy a spacious room, 63 ft. 
long by 33 ft. wide, by 20 ft. higb, the floor of which is sOrJe four or 
five feet under water level. In this room will be fixed a battery of 
po~erful mul~itubular boi]~rs, with steam pumps, &c. Above this 
b01~er ro.om WIn be the englI~e room of equal dimensions, tbe flo01: of 
whlCh WIll be supported un Iron columns and steel girders earrymg 
concre~e about. one foot th~ck. ~t is here tbat the powerful dupli
cate~ ](,e-makmg and refngeratmg machines will do the work of 
coolIng the .chambers by brine circulation through miles of pipes, so 
arran.ge? WIth valves as to be, under the control of the engineer. A 
descrIptIOn of how the cold IS produced and applied is too long to 
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attempt, t.t) t'xplain. but the process is ab~orbingly intclrestiog to the 
ea,rnest inquirer. It may be stated that the m;whiuet"y is known as 
the ammouia. compression system. 

It is on the ground finor auf! throllgh tbe eentre of the building 
tbcl.t the railway is to run. The railwdY will convey the beef and 
mutton, fruit, vegetables, and farm produce from the country to the 
storage cham bel'S. On this ground fioor is another freezing and 
chilling' ehamhcr, c~pahle of holding 600 sheep and 150 oxen. In 
this room the mea.t will be kept for at least twelve bours, but 
frequent.ly twenty-four, when it will be loaded into the refrigerating 
car, the car having been first cooled down with ice, and the ice 
chambers of the car being charged for keeping the car and its 
ccntents cool during the journey through the Karoo. Thus the meat 
will arrive in splendid condition. The meat will then be cut up 
according to the orJers of consumers, and ready to load up early in 
the morning, but st.ill kept in the cool chamber. 

On the opposite side of this central railway is the wholesale meat 
shop, the size of which is 53 by 60 ft. N ext to this is the retail 
shop, 50 by 36 ft. In the centre of the length of the building are 
the offi<:es, and further on are three shops, with Rpaciolls stores 
behind them opening dired on to the railway line. On the othet· 
side, faciug- the BftY, are other stores, including a very large ice 
store, &c., all opening on to the railway line. 

Further along, and facing the Dock Roltd, is a block of offices, 
caretaker's quarters, and a r..t.uge of shops, with very spacio 11s stores 
behind them opeuiug dir~eLly on to the railway liue, which runs out 
and makes its connectiun with the main line running to the Docks. 

T.he whole place will be lighted with electric light generated in the 
engme-room. 

'1'be insulation of freezing and chilling rooms i~ a most formidable 
undertaking. Probably few Colonists are aware of the immensity of 
the work uuJertaken bv Messrs. Combrinck & Co., and the amount 
of capital invested in it. 

At the present rate of progress it will not be many J~onths befo~'e 
the establIshment will be in working order. Necessanly, there WIll 

Le much to do in toe way of permalJent completion and decorating, 
but this will not interfere to any great extent with the actual every~ 
day business of the depot" 

----:0:----

THE ATHLETIC GROU~DS~ GREEN 
POINT COMMON. 

The Municipal Athletic Grounds are situate.d on Green Point 
Common, bounded on the South side by ~reen, POl~lt road and on t~e 
East side by Hospital road, at the ju.nctI.on of w~llch road.s the mam 
entra.nce is p1aced. The nearest StatIOn ]S HospItal crosslDg on the 
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Suburban· Railwa,v, whiell is oppm;ite the entrance gates. The eleetric 
tram cars stop at the bottom of Hospital road, within one minute's 
walk <If t he grounds. 

The arra of the endOSll1'e is 1.5 acres, around which a margin of 
20 feet has been planted with trees. The ground bal:) bren laid out 
to provide for Cyding, RUlming, Cricl{et, Football, Tennis, and 
general Athletie llleetings. 

PAVILION. The Pa viEon has been designed to seat 900 people, 
and attached there are two bars, a cafe, dressing rooms, lavatories, etc. 

CYCLE TRACK. The Cycle Track is laid out to three lalls to 
tlJe mile and the widths and heights of em baukments are as foHows : 
-The finishing straight is 30 feet in widt.h, the opposite straight 
being 25 feet.. The finishing embankment is 25 feet in width and 
the height of the embankment 8 feet. The opposite embankment is 
20 feet in width and the height 6% feet. 

The details of the curves have been laid in accordance with the 
latest princi}Jles The surface of the track will be gravelled in the 
first instance to allow the embankments to properly settle. It is the 
intention later to concrete the track, £loa ling the surface with a gritty 
cOlllposition of cement mortar, 

It may be interesting to learn that 12,000 cubic yards of stony 
material were used in forming the emba n kments of the track. 

On the inside edge of the track a cinder track for running will 
be constructed. 

CRICKET AND FOOTBALL. The trJ.cks enclose a piece of 
ground which has been planted with grass, 490' by 260', which 
will be a vai lable for cricket and football. 

In the grounds uutside the embankment on the North end there 
is room for football practice. and tennis courts can be placed there. 

There will he a carriage drive all round the grounds, and ample 
standing room for upwards of 3,000 people. 

Altugether the ground will be beyond rival the finest in South 
Africa aud well worth the large figure-about £lO,OOO-which it will 
cost. 

---;0;---

Among the various architectural improvements that have of 
late been going on in Cape Town, one that calls for special mention 
is the handl:)ome suite of offices just erected for the South British 
Fire and Marine Insurance Compauy. This enterprising company 
finding their old premises becoming unsuitable for their largely 
increasing business decided, on the expiry of the lease of their old 
offices, No.3, St. George's Street, whieh thev have occupied for the 
last fOUl·t~eno year.~, to purchase the site on 'which they stuod, and 
erect a LUlldmg betttor adaptf'd tl) tlleir business req1Iirelupot:3, whICh 
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-under the company's present management have so largely increased. 
The building is const ructed of stone and brick; the front is orna
l11euted with stucco work after the style of the Frenl;h Renaissance, 
some of the front windows being of lead calme work glazed with 
.~a,thedral glass. It bas a frontage of about 25 feet by a depth of 
70 feet, and is three stories in height. Passing through the front 
.(ioor, which, by the way, is a first-cla.ss piece of }Janel work, a 
handsomely tiled vest ibule and hall are entered. To the left of the 
·entrance, and in the f ront of the building, is the manager's office, a 
.<t, large and lofty room. This office is connected with the clerks' 
{)ffice by a private pa sage behind the staircase. The public office is 
directly facing the entrance to the building, and at the end of the 
hall. The company occupy the whole of the ground floor and 
let the upper floors for offices, access to same being obtained by 
a staircase, of a very easy grade, on the left of the entrance. These 
offices, which are large, well-lighted, and lofty, corn prise a suite of 
three rooms on each floor, the front rooms being particularly hand
some ones, and ea.ch floor is provided with complete lavatory 
arrangements. The whole design has been carried out in a most 
·efficient manner by M essrs. A. B. Reid & Co. from plans prepared by 
.Mr. John Parker, architect, and the buildin.; is lighted by electricity 
installed by Mr. Z. W. Morton, electrical engineer to Messrs. Bull & 
.Sinclair. This old established Oompany takes its name from the 
fact that New Zealand (the headquarters of the Company) is 
.commonly known as the ., Britain of the South." Their last 
Balan<:e sheet tend to bring into prominence the strong financial 
position which the South British holds; the nett premium 
income Fire and Marille is '£~23,476. Against this there is first 
a Reinsurance Reser ve Fund of 76,000, or 34 per cent. following 
this is the Reserve F und of .£90,000, and behind this again is the 
paid up capital of £64,628 with an unlimited liabilit.v of share
holders. 'fhe Company, therefore, in point of resources is amply 
fortified against any possible contingency. The chief representative 
·{)f the Company in South Africa is Mr. H. C. Pilcher. Mr. Pilcher 
entered the service of the South British at Wellington, New 
Zealand, in the year 1880, and after filling the positions of junior, 
chief clerk and act ing manager was promoted in 1890, to the 
management of the Western Australian branch, at Perth, and 
-there remained until his removal to South Africa at the end of 
1894. By his tact, energy, and unfailing courtesy he did much 
to develop the company's business, and his leaving was the 
'?ccasion for gratifying demonstrations of the. esteem and. respect 
III which he was held. The Fire and Manne UnderWrIters of 
Western Australia entertained Mr. Pilcher at a dinner previous 
to .his departure, and the speeches made b, hi~ colleagues 
testIfied to the high opinions cherished cOnCerDll1g hIm by those 
.among whom he had worked. The Freemasons' ~lub,. of which 
Mr. Pilcher was secretary, also pave !L banquet III .hls h.o~onr, 

.. and the Mayor of Perth gathered som~ of the !eadmg Cltlz~ns 
·.together tv express their good wishes for his succe3S III SJllth Afncd.. 
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The UNION COLLEGE was founded in tbe early part of 1892. It is; 
a Denominlttjonal Institution under the control of the Seventh Day 
Adventist Conference in South Africa. The funds for its esta.blish
ment were donated by t,he many friends of the enterprise, who were' 
anxious to assist i ... founding a school where thorough instruetion 
should be given. not only in the various branches of a liberal 
education, but also in those sl1bjects that are useful in developing 
the moral and phy~ical powers. 

The College is located in the Municipality of Claremont, between 
that village and Kenilworth, two of the suburbs of Oape Town .. 
These viJlages are about seven miles from the city, and are reached 
b.v the Cape Town and Simon's Town Railway, one of the lines of the' 
Cape Government Railway System. The site of the College building 
is withiu fifteen minutes' wa.lk to the east and north of Kenilworth, 
Station. 

The College grounds cover twenty-three ncre~, and are pleasantly
located in the beautiful valley lying to the ea,st of Table Mountaiu. 
There are two main buildings. One i a substalltial three-storey 
structure, 38 by 138 feet, containing fifty-one rooms, which affor I 
accommodation for upwards of sixty boarding stuclents; and the 
other is a building of 50 by 92 feet, cont,ailliug eight commodious 
rooms, designed for study and recitation purposes. 

The College guarantees thorough Industrial and Commercial
Education specially aJapted to South African requirements. 

The curriculum ]s so designed that all students may get a per~f\ct 
knowledge of both the English and Dutch Languages for practIcal 
purposes. . 

In addition to the ordinary brancbes of study leaa.inf! up to the
University Examinations, BO~'$ are taught Bookkeepillg, Shorthand ... 
Carpe1}.try aud Practica.l Farming; and Girls-Shorthand, Type
writing, Dressmaking and Domestic Economy, indutling Laundry
work and Scientific Cooker). 

The College is intended to be a Home in tbe true sense of the word ;, 
and it is expected tbl'l,t students from distallt homes will live in the 
Home with the members of the Faculty, thus constituting a large 
school-family. 

Much care is taken to render tbe home-life not only attractive, but 
efficient in the cultivation of those graces of character which distin
guish tbe refined Christian gentleman and lad v, and in the cultivation 
of those habits of accuracy, order, neatuess and self-reliance which. 
fit one for the highest usefulness in life. 
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As far back as 1811 an instit.ution for conducting vaccination 
was established in Cape Town. Vaccination is compulsory in the ' 

. Colony, and the Cape Town institution consists of two surgeons, 
who vaccinate free of charge all children brought to them for 
that purpose. The district vaccine offices are at 6, Caledon 
Street, between the hours of ten and eleven, and at Loop Street 
between eleven and twelve on Tuesdays. 

-----:0: .... --_ . 

. The Drill Ball in Caledon Square is the headquarters of the
Volunteer forces in the Western Division. There are four corps in 
Cape Town, viz., The Duke of Edinburgh's Own Volunteer Rifles. 
Prince Alfred's Own Cape Artillery, Cape Garrison Artillery, 
a Company of the Medical Staff Corps and the Capp, Town 
Highlanders, and recent enlargements and improvements have 
rendered the Hall sufficiently commodious for all corps to 
be assembled under its roof in comfort. The Tudor sty Ie of 
architecture has been followed as regards the exterior, and the 
building with the main entrance is single storied. The large hall is· 
70 feet by 150, with rooms and stores 011 either side for the use of 
the various corps. Adjoining the Officers' rooms on the landing over ' 
the main entrance are refreshment. reading, and billiard rooms. Th~ 
Han js also used for balls and public entertainments. 

---0---

The Wesleyan Methodist Church is situated at the cornel' of ' 
~urg Street and Greenmarket Square, and forms one of the most 
lmposing pieces of architecture (it is Gothic in style) in the Colony. 
The interior is arranged to seat a thousand persons. The nave is 
separated from the aisles by heavily-moulded .and highly-poi.nted 
arches, resting on iron pillars, having elaboratelyFadorned caplt~ls. 
There are two spacious galleries, the one behind the rostrum bemg' 
Occupied by the choir and organ, a fine instrument wit~ three 
manuals. The spire of the church is upwards of 140 feet hIgh, and 
~ol'ms a prominent feature of the locality. The church was opened.. 
m 1879, it having cost '£18,000. 
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llRDE~NE & GO]\'IPllKY. 

'Timber · Merchants, 

1\1 ILL HOUSE, CALEDON SQUARE, 
C.AFE TO'V\T~_ 

Eave always on Hand L~rge Stocks of all kinds of 

<JIM~ER, - - - -

BUILDERS' IRONMONGERY, &c. 

ARDERNE & CO . ., 
Mill Hou~e, Caledon Square. 
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ARDERNE. & CO., ~aledon Squa~e.-This firm is prob:1.bly the 
((oldest engaged m t.he TImber Trade In Cape Town, bavinO' been 
,established nearly fifty years ago. Mr. H. Be·trd, M.L.A., and 
Ml'. A. C. Mathew are now thE. pa.rtners of the firm. The business 
is one. that has steadily incl:eased. and d~veloped to very large 
dimensIOns. The old premIses III Darhng Street have been 
converted into stores, and the pl'opert.v known as Mill House 
Caledon Square, with the adjoining mill, formerly occupied bi 
Mr. J. C. Silberbaur, were purchased to give increased accommo
dation and meet the demand for their goods. The ontlyinO' stores, 
amongst which is; a large one in Sir Lowry Road, are well '?stocked. 
The firm deals in all kinds of timber in general uses, evel'V 
description of building materia,l, builrlers' ironmongery and joinery. 
They are constantly receiving direct shipments of Timber from the· 
Baltic and from America. They have erected valuable machinel'y, 
with the latest improvements, to meet all that the trade requires in 
Sawing, Planing. and Moulding. 

H. BEVERN.-The name of Bevern is known all over South· 
Africa as being the oldest established house for the sale of furniture, 
As far back as 1855 this business commenced, and it has gradually 
grown to one of very large dimensions. The premises are situated 
at 27, Long Street, three stories high, and running back into Rout 
Street. Tbeyare stocked with a magnificent selection of furniture 
of all descriptions, and can competE' in price and quality with any 
so-call€d cheap lines. The furniture manufactured by the firm is for 
~he most part from South African woods, thoroughly well seasoned, 
and can be made to any design. 

B. BENJAMIN.-No visitor should fail to inspect tbe stock of 
Mr. B. Benjamin, Adderley Street, the celebrated dealer in South 
African curios, skins, horns, and ostrich feathers. Re has unusual 
facilities for obtaining from the interior, large and regular supplies 
of these goods. 

E. BURMESTER.-The firm of E. Burmester, Adderley Street, 
~s one of tbe oldest in Cape Town, and a lDagni~cent d~splay or 
Jewellery, fancy goods, and lamps will be found at hIS est~bhshm~nt. 
He is agent for the celebrated Berlin readi.ng:, table, and hang~ng ' 
lamps. The repair~ng department is a speCialIty, and all who WIsh 
watches or clocks regulated. will find courteous and reasonable-
attention to their wants. 
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