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Open Scholarship Programme

� Responsibilities include the management:

� Mandated submission of research articles in the UPSpace repository

� Mandated submission of theses and dissertations

� Collaboration with the Department Research & Innovation on the 

annual Research report 

� Advice and facilitation of Open Access journal initiatives on campus

� Coordination and planning of Open Access Week events on campus



What is Open Access?

� Open Access resources

� Free of charge

� Full-text access to variety of materials

� What makes it possible?

� Internet

� Consent of the author/copyright-holder

� Two roads to Open Access

� Open Access repositories (green road)

� Open Access journals (gold road)



What kinds of material are available via Open Access?

� Journal articles

� Preprints

� Postprints

� Final publisher’s version

� Scanned versions of formerly print only journals, such as HTS Teologiese 

Studies / Theological Studies

� Theses and dissertations

� Other material – grey material 

� Datasets for the future



ROAR : Registry of Open Access Repositories

http://roar.eprints.org/

Lists a total of 300 open access mandate policies!



OpenDOAR : Directory of Open Access Repositories

http://opendoar.org/

More than 2000 repositories!



DOAJ : Directory of Open Access Journals

http://www.doaj.org/

More than 7000 journals!



Open Access Resource for Theses and 

Dissertations: NDLTD

http://www.ndltd.org/serviceproviders/scirus-etd-search



South African National ETD portal

http://www.netd.ac.za/



UPeTD

http://upetd.up.ac.za/UPeTD.htm



Collaborative partnership

A partnership between two or more 

people that gives structure and 

organization for planning, thinking, and 

working together to accomplish a 

common goal



UP Open Scholarship Office & ILL partnership

� ILL and Open Access share common history

� Publisher resistance

� Copyright regulations

� ILL and Open Scholarship Office’s common goal

� Both are responsible for access to information

� Both have to comply with copyright regulations

� Common problem : thesis/dissertation is requested but only 

a printed copy is available

� Creative decision – let’s work together in providing access to 

information!



Collaborative partnership’s workflow
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Important issues to consider

� UPeTD’s access options

� Worldwide availability

� Campus availability

� Restricted for a limited time

� Total embargo

� Turnaround time

� Copyright



UP costs for International interlending requests 2009

Total 178 979



Benefits for role-players 

� Open Scholarship Office

� Increased visibility

� Worldwide, immediate, electronic access anyone, anywhere – as long as 

you have internet access

� Open Access can incorporate visually appealing features such as 

photographs, graphs, multimedia, hyperlinks, supplemental files and data

� Increased impact in the subject field



Benefits for role-players continued 

� ILL

� Hard copies not lost in transit!

� Open access material saves time and response time is quicker

� Save costs of shipping, as URL is now supplied

� Increase fill-rate of requests

� More grey literature is available for distribution



Open Access has brought about change…

� Access to information becomes increasingly easier

� Open Access movement is gaining momentum

� Each year more and more Open Access journals are published

� There are more gateways to electronic information

� The question is thus : 

If more content is freely available, will there 

be less ILL requests?



Surprising finding….

� Profiles of Best Practices in Academic Library Interlibrary Loan 

(Primary Research Group) describing the ILL efforts of 9 

leading American colleges:

Open Access and institutional repositories have 

NOT impacted substantially on ILL…(YET)!
� Many researchers will continue to need assistance

� Interlending officers are still information navigators 



Do we make a difference? Testimonial 1

The Cronjé proefskrif has been enlightening! The ETD system and 

dspace/Africana have both been very, very useful resources, and I am very glad 

UP has policies that makes it possible to obtain older materials.  Many ETD and 

digital collections set a firm wall in the past and refuse to consider anything older, 

but in SA history it is essential to draw in older material because there are many 

cases where no other studies exist and basic history must still be written.  Too 

many foreign scholars have simply overlooked proefskrif work from SA institutions 

outright because of limited accessibility in the past, but this system changes the 

matter radically.  When I had to obtain theses from XXX University in 2008 for 

example I had to obtain money orders in Rand (not easy in the USA) and they 

sent me a hardcopy a month later!  That is inefficient, to put it mildly.

E-mail received 31 August 2011 from Prof Lindsay Frederick Braun, 

Department of History, University of Oregon



Do we make a difference? Testimonial 2



Conclusion

� Let Open Access work for you!

� Many library users will still need to make use of Interlending 

services to locate items

� Rethink your work processes

� Collaborate with your Open Scholarship Office as we have demonstrated

� Provide links to Open Access materials 

� Track these requests

� Change a possible threat into a strength!

� Transform the competitor in a collaborator!
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Thank you!

Questions?

Elsabé Olivier

elsabe.olivier@up.ac.za


