
100 RE-ENTERING THE COLONY. 17, 18 MARCH, 

line was more varied and pleasing. But a feature which had nto 
been observed in the other mountains of the Cisgariepine, at least 
since we had left the Asbestos Mountains, was a deep stratum, some
times forty or fifty feet thick, of sandstone, running through them 
at a little distance below their summits, and of a paler color than 
the other strata. Huge fragments, or blocks, of this stone, lay 
every where scattered about the valleys; and the scenery as we rode 
along them, became more picturesque as we advanced, and very 
different from all which we had now seen in the country on this 
side of the Gariep. 

This change in the geology of the mountains, was accompanied 
by a change in botany: their sides were clothed with a richer foliage, 
and with many plants hitherto new; particularly a species of Rhus * 
which grew from between the rocks, and decorated the foot of the 
hills with pleasing light soft masses, in rounded, yet beautiful, forms, 
and generally of the height of six or eight feet. This elegant shrub 
was found no where but in these regions. 

Being eager to discover some proof of our immediate vicinity 
to the Colony, I rode on before, with two of my men. We ascended 
a very rocky ridge connecting loftier mountains, whence I had an 
opportunity of taking the bearing of the 'Bushman Table MouD
tain.' With some difficulty we descended to the flat on the other 
side, where we found a small pond of water, and discovered, to our 
great pleAsure, that it had been frequented by flocks of sheep: and 
our suspicions of having actuaI1y entered the Colony, were confirmed 
soon afterwards by Philip, who, having been obliged to take the 
loaded oxen round by a lower opening between the mountains, had 
seen the remains of an old leg-plaats or cattle-station. 

As the sun was nearly setting, we halted here for the night. 
AU my people were highly pleased at finding that we had thus safely 
accomplished the passage through the country of the Bushmen, and 
evinced a considerable share of satisfaction, by talking and laugbing 

• RAUl serrttfolium, B. CataL Geogr. 2697. Frutex sexpedalis ramosissimus. Foliola 
linearia grosse serrata glabra; (juniora prresertim) lucida et quasi vemice ohlita. 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



1812. CHARACTERS OF RIIZO AND THE BUSHBOY. 101 

more than usual. Plenty of fuel close at hand, enabled them again 
to indulge in one of their great enjoyments, a blazing fire: in this, 
I followed their example; but instead of taking the tobacco-pipe, I 
amused myself in the evening with the pen. 

18th. As Riizo was soon to take leave, having now fulfilled his 
promise of accompanying us until we had arrived at the habitation 
of a colonist, I drew his portrait, that I might ever preserve, for my 
own gratification, the features of a man who, though one of a law
less and despised race, one who, though doomed to live and die in 
ignorance of all that improves and civilizes the mind, had yet a heart 
which taught him to be grateful to a friend, and a just sense of 
fidelity to his engagements. These features would not indeed, ac
cording to the judgment of a European, be thought of a prepossess
ing cast; but the judgment of a European is often as much per
verted by customs and prejudices, as that of a, Bushman. I constantly 
struggled against this influence of national habit, that I might, 
wherever my travels led me, view the expression of men's counte
nances as they were viewed by their own countrymen; and the length 
of time during which the wild natives of Africa were daily before my 
eyes, has enabled me, I hope, to overcome, at least those prejudices 
which are commonly occasioned by color and feature. 

Riizo, though a great dancer, as it has been shown, was never
theless a man of much sedateness; seldom allowing his joy at any 
occurrence, to break forth in the unrestrained manner of many of his 
countrymen: but he was exceedingly active, and at all times ready to 
do any thing which I desired. He was always foremost to lend 
his assistance in loading and unloading our pack-oxen, and was per
fectly content with whatever reward I thought proper to give him 
for his trouble. 

I also drew the portrait of the boy whom my Hottentots had 
named Klein Magerman (Young Lean-man). Both he, and his father, 
were much improved in appearance, during the few days they had 
Ii ved upon our provisions; yet still they were far from having out
grown their new name. I had drawn Riizo in the attitude in which 
he happened to be sitting; and when this boy was told that I wished 
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also to take his likeness, he instantly came and seated himself down in 
the same place, and in the same attitude. I mention this little cir
cumstance, because it shows marks of a tractable disposition, and of 
a goodnatured readiness to do what he supposed to be proper; 
imagining that sitting in that position, was the only mode in which a 
portrait could be taken. His features, assisted by the roundness of 
youth, had a very pleasing expression; and when the drawings were 
shown to him, he smiled as if conscious of their being resemblances 
of himself and his countryman. My own men were much amused at 
the representation I had given of the boy's leanness and Riizo's flat 
nose; Speelman exclaiming, net %0 mager j net %0 lelyk (just as lean; 
just as ugly). 

I now discovered in part, what were the contents of my Hotten
tots' bags. Being on the point of making our appearance before 
Kriste-menscl" (Christians) as they thought, each one had dragged 
into light some new piece of dress, which had been reserved for this 
grand occasion. Old ColJus displayed a new pair of leathern trowsers, 
and Uncle Hans did the same; Hendrik produced a new leathern 
jacket quite red with the dye given in tanning; and Philip, being the 
washerwoman, did not forget to put on a clean shirt, and dress him
self out in his blue cloth trowSel"S and jas (watch-coat). 

But Speelman, whom I had long marked as the dan!iy of our 
party, with this exception to the character, that he was a man and 
had brains, outshone them all. He dressed in a fashion, I believe, of 
his own; or at least, I never saw its like in any part of Africa. 
Besides the cocked hat which I have already commemorated, he wore 
a blue cloth jacket, and new leathern trowsers. Over these were 
drawn blue cotton stockings, which came up above the knees; over 
tlie lower half of the stockings, he had buttoned on a pair of leathern 
gaiters; and to complete the neatness of his leg and foot, he added 
to the gaiters a new pair of hide-shoes. 

Thus equipped, we set out early in the forenoon, anticipating 
the comfort of taking up our next quarters under shelter of a Dutch 
farm-house. The day was fair, and the weather now appeared to be 
more settled. The scenery was exceedingly picturesque; the sand-
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stone stratum continued a principal feature, and the saw-leaved rhus 
every where decorated our road. We directed our course towards 
the Table Mountain, near which, the Bushmen had told us that we 
should find a boor's habitation. 

When we had travelled through the mountains about fourteen 
miles, we came all at once upon the edge of this elevated tract; 
whence we had a very extensive view of a large plain below, 
stretching out to the southward, and bounded by distant hills. 
The Bushmen pointed down to the plain, and we there beheld the 
dwelling of a colonist. 

Like sailors who after a long voyage at last make land, but having 
lost their reckoning, know not what coast it is which they behold 
before them, and are anxious to meet a pilot, or some fishing-boat, 
who may inform them of the place at which they have arrived; so 
we, who knew not what part of the Colony we had entered, were 
hoping to meet some shepherd, or stray Hottentot, of whom we 
might ask the name of the district before us. 

The mountain which had hitherto been the object to which we 
had directed our course, was now close at our right and immediately 
connected with that on which we were standing. While we halted to 
collect the party together, I made a sketch of this, and of our first 
view of the Colony. We then, in a body, descended the steep and 
rocky declivity into the plain; and in less than a mile farther, arrived 
at the farm-house. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

JOURNEY FROM THE BORDERS OF THE COLONY, TO THE VILLAGE OF 

GRAAFFREYNET. 

I RODE immediately to the house, but did not dismount, as I 
expected that the master of the place, who was standing at the sheep
fold a few yards off, would, according to colonial hospitality, as soon 
as the first salutations were over, welcome me to his abode and invite 
Ine to enter. Neither the master, however, nor his wife, ever came 
near us; but remained the whole time at the fold, evidently with the 
intention of keeping away in order to avoid all communication. But 
t,vo men of the family, and several women and children, came and 
stood round me: their complexion struck me as unpleasantly fair and 
colorless, their features as disagreeably sharp, and the expression of 
their countenances, as wild and senseless. How much of this singular 
impression, was to be attributed to my having been for several months 
accustomed to Hottentot and Bushman features and complexion, and 
to my having seen none but two or three sun-burnt white people jar, 
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how far it was occasioned by any peculiarity in the appearance of this 
family, I cannot determine exactly; but it was certainly the effect of 
both: for, on comparison with those whom we afterwards saw at other 
houses on our road, these women were insipidly fair, and rendered 
therefore the more remarkable by the contrast of strong black eye
brows. To this, both in them and in the men, was added a very 
illshaped and projecting nose. 

I accosted them with the usual salutations, which they slightly 
and coldly returned. I inquired of them, what part of the colony I 
,,"as in, and at what farm I was arrived: to which they replied, that 
the mountain (pointing to that which had been our beacon) was 
Groote Tafelberg$, and the farm that of Jacob Van Wyk.t On this, 
instead of an invitation to come into the house or to dismount, they 
proceeded, in a tone of intolerable insolence, to put a long string of 
impertinent questions. These I patiently answered j because, as I 
soon began to perceive that they were perversely inclined, I conceived 
it to be advisable, as a traveller desirous of beholding them in their 
true colors, not to check them from giving me an undisguised display 
of their natural disposition. And, with the view of leaving the first 
colonists, whom we should meet, at liberty to do on this occasion, 
just as their own sense of hospitality might dictate, I had, before we 
came in sight of the house, strictly ordered that no one of my men 
should ask for any refreshment or assistance. In answering their 
numerous questions, I gave them the information, that I had left my 
waggons on the other side of the ' Groote rivier' ; that I had been three 
weeks travelling through the country of the Bushmen; and was going 
to GraafFreynet to hire Hottentots. They seemed to doubt this last 

• A representation of Groote Ttifelherg (Great Table-mountain), as viewed from the 
south-east, may be seen in the preceding: page. In this name, the word 'great' is not to 
be taken absolutely, but merely comparatively with reference to another table-mountain of 
smaller size, hereafter mentioned on the 20th. 

t In the map of this place, a trifling mistake in engraving has escaped correction: 
the shading of the mountains should have been carried a little farther northward, so as to 
have included the dwelling of Van Wyk, which now, improperly, appears to stand upon 
the mountains, instead of being at the foot of them. 
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remark; and asked how I could expect to hire Hottentots, when the 
boors found them so scarce. I replied, that Landdrost Stockenstrom 
would assist me. The landdrost, said they, was murdered by the 
Caffres a few weeks ago. The apathy with which they mentioned 
this, must have appeared strongly contrasted by my own expression 
of the shock which I felt at the melancholy intelligence. I asked, if" 
it was quite certain; they briefly assured me that it was: yet still I 
hoped to hear, as I advanced, that this sad news was not correct. 

Thinking it possible they might suppose that by remaining on 
horseback I had no wish to halt, I dismounted and gave the horse to the 
care of one of my men. On this they removed into the house; and as 
I was uncertain whether I was not expected to follow, I entered; but 
instead of offering a seat, they began to put further questions merely 
to satisfy their curiosity respecting the nature of the country and the 
quantity of game beyond the borders. 

Finding that no civility was intended to be shown me at this 
house, and the family having given me sufficient proofs of their true 
character, I ended the conversation by inquiring the bearing and 
distance of Graaffreynet; resolving to depart from a place, the in
habitants of which, were so much inferior in benevolence, to the 
savages, - men in whose kraals we had been received with artless joy 
and genuine good-will. 

My own Hottentots, not supposing it possible that their master, 
could meet with any other than a hospitable reception, or at least 
with a civil one, had proceeded to some bushes at the distance of a 
few yards from the fold, where they had unpacked the oxen and were 
preparing to rest till the next morning. Though so close to the old 
baas himself, and his wife, no one came near them, lest their speaking 
to the men might be taken as a welcome to stop there. As I passed 
by the fold in my way to this spot, I made the customary salutation 
to him, with the view of ascertaining to what degree this hoggish 
disposition could be carried, and of leaving him no excuse for omitting 
the common civilities of the colony: neither he, nor his 'Ul'OU'W, made 
any return, nor took any notice of the respect which I paid them; 
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but continued looking at their sheep, and scarcely deigned to turn 
their heads. 

If I did not attribute it to a brutal insensibility, I should be 
totally at a loss in imagining what could have induced this boor and 
his family to conduct themselves so differently from other colonists to 
whom I was equally a stranger and equally unknown. My own 
Hottentots had given them to understand that I was not their inferior, 
and that, notwithstanding the weather-beaten appearance of my dress, 
I was an 'Engelsche Heer.' It is, however, not improbable, that their 
having previously discovered that the person who was approaching 
their habitation was an Englishman, might have been the cause of the 
ungracious reception which they gave me; and which it is very likely, 
would have been much worse, had they not observed that we were all 
armed. 

In various parts of the colony may be found men who, without 
any love for a Dutch gov~rnment, hate that of the English, because it 
has enforced their own colonial laws, and put a check upon those per
sons who would rather live without any law at all. The inhabitants of 
this settlement can surely have no reasonable or honorable excuse for 
disliking a government under which they have risen to a degree of 
prosperity and affluence, unknown to them before. Nor do I believe, 
that the honest and reflecting part, and the general bulk of the commu
nity, entertain any sentiments of this kind; sentiments which are con
fined within a narrow compass, to a set of men who would prove 
themselves unworthy subjects in any country, and such as criminal 
codes have ever been made for. 

I ordered my Hottentots to reload our bedding. The poor fellows 
took up their bags, and, with dejected and disappointed looks, packed 
them on the oxen again. They had been anticipating, certainly 
not very unreasonably, the enjoyment of again tasting bread, and of 
having some change of food, which for a long time had consisted only 
in meat; and even that, without salt. l\fy mind having been prepared 
for travelling without luxuries, I felt for these men, much more than 
for myself, as they had, elate with pleasing expectation, put on all their 
best clothes, in order to show respect to the first farm-house which 

p 2 
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should receive us. Their disappointment was very evident; and it 
was only by the strictest injunctions, that I could restrain them from 
the open expression of their indignation at the want of feeling 
which those men must have, who could suffer any persons under our 
circumstances, to pass their door without a welcome, or even a civil 
salutation. 

Of one of the Hottentots of the place, we asked instructions 
respecting the road which we were to take; and as soon as all were 
ready for starting, our friend Riizo, to whom I had as great pleasure 
in making a present of a large stock of tobacco, as he had in receiving 
it, took his leave to return to Kaabi's Kraal. We separated under 
an expectation, equally agreeable to both, that we should soon meet 
again. I had supposed that the old Bushman and his son would also 
have quitted us at this place j but after witnessing the little respect 
which, at this farm, had been shown even to a white man, he was so 
fearful that, as soon as I was gone, Dud Baafie .Jacob would seize the 
boy and detain him as a slave, to work for him, that he resolved to 
]eave him under my protection; begging that he might be kindly 
taken care of, and restored to him at our return. 

As soon as this arrangement was agreed to on my part, the father 
and Riizo, hasted away back to the mountains, while the son (Little 
Leanman,) well pleased with his lot, slung his bow and quiver at his 
back, and considered himself now, as one of the Englishman's own 
party. 

As Van Wyk's hospitality, and the business of unloading and 
loading up again, had not delayed us longer than an hour and a 
quarter, we had still four hours' sun to enable us to reach some more 
friendly place. Soon after we left the house, the boor drove off in 
his waggon, and we saw him going across the plain to the eastward, 
for the purpose, as we afterwards heard, of reporting to the veld
cornet, that a party of strange men had entered the colony. 

For two hours we rode along a beaten waggon-road, an accom
modation which we had not met with for several months, and which 
enabled us with ease to travel at a quicker rate than usual. From 
this we turned out to the right in order to take a nearer path, and 
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ascended a rugged kloof practicable only for cattle. A representation 
of this pass is given in the vignette at the end of the chapter. 

At this high level, we entered upon a very extensive open plain, 
abounding, to an incredible degree, in wild animals; among which 
were several large herds of quakkas, and many wilde-beests or gnues: 
but the springbucks were far the most numerous, and, like flocks of 
sheep, completely covered several parts of the plain. Their uncer
tain movements rendered it impossible to estimate their number, but 
I believe if I were to guess it at two thousand, I should still be within 
the truth. This is one of the most beautiful of the antelopes of' 
Southern Mrica; and it is certainly one of the most numerous. The 
plain afforded no other object to fix the attention j and even if it had 
presented many, I shouldnot readily have ceased admiringthese elegant 
animals, or have been diverted from watching their manners. It was 
only occasionally, that they took those remarkable leaps which have 
been the origin of the name j but when grazing or moving at leisure, 
they walked or trotted like other antelopes, or as the common deer. 
When pursued, or hastening their pace, they frequently took an extra
ordinary bound, rising with curved or elevated backs, high into the 
air, generally to the height of eight feet, and appearing as if about to 
take flight. * Some of the herds moved by us almost within musket
shot; and I observed that in crossing the beaten road, the greater 
number cleared it by one of those flying leaps. As the road was quite 
smooth, and level with the plain, there was no necessity for their 
leaping over it j but it seemed that the fear of a snare, or a natural 
disposition to regard man as their enemy, induced them to mistrust 
even the ground which he had trodden. 

• When Mr. Ban'QJD asserts of the spring'huclc (Trav. p.I04.) that" its usual pace 
is a constant jumping or springing, with all four legs stretched out, and off the ground at 
the same time," he only proves how little he himself knew of a subject on which he was 
attempting to give information to others; and presents us with a specimen of the accuracy 
with which his book has been put together. I do not mean to say that in this description 
he is guilty of any intentional misrepresentation; for I really believe that he wrote it as 
well as he could. 
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This plain was nearly six miles across, and terminated by ranges 
of mountains or rocky hills. Its surface was uniformly covered with 
low hushes, diminishing in size as we advanced, till they were, in that 
part where we halted, not higher, on an average, than nine inches; 
nor could I find any which exceeded a foot. They were all of that 
dwarf kind which has been described on a former occasion.* 

In the south-eastern quarter of the plain, we came to a large 
pond; and as it was at this time an hour after sunset, and it was 
thought too dark to venture farther, we here unpacked, and took up 
our station in a spot the most bare and unsheltered that can be 
imagined. Not a shrub could be found, by the side of which we 
might sleep somewhat protected from a cold wind which at night blew 
keenly along the surface of the ground; nor was there fuel sufficient 
for keeping, according to our usual custom, a fire burning till morning. 
Barely enough of these pigmy bushes could be pulled up before dark, 
for cooking our food. As stones were every where found scattered 
about, I ordered a few to be piled up in the form of a low semi. 
circular wall, to shelter my head from the wind; but the men pre
ferred exposure to the weather, to the trouble of collecting a few more 
pieces of rock for themselves. We were obliged to make our oxen 
fast, if it can be so said, to loose stones; but they, and the sheep, 
were nearly as tame as the dogs, and had become so used to the daily 
routine of our travelling, that they seemed to understand their duty; 
and, in fact, gave the people very little trouble in looking after them. 
This spot is distinguished on the map by the name of Pond Station. 

19th. On account of the scarcity of fuel, we left this station before 
breakfast, and after having travelled a little less than two miles, arrived 
at the termination of this bleak plain; where we found the dwelling 
of a colonist. It was a mere hut, and had not been inhabited by 
its owner for some time, but two or three 'tame Bushmen' were 
living there, to take care of the garden; that is, to keep the cattle 
out of it, and watch that it was not plundered. They came out to 

• At page S 14. of the first volume. 
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greet us, when we halted a few minutes to inquire respecting our 
road and the Dame of the place. This they said was Groote Fontein 
(Great 'Fountain, or Spring). 

From this place the country continued level and open during 
the remainder of the day's journey. Great numbers of springbucks 
were seen, and some gnues j but nothing worth remark was observed 
during a distance of eighteen miles, excepting the uniformity, and 
karro-like nature, of the country, every where apparentI y destitute of 
water. At the southern extremity of this plain, a few temporary 
pools were found, near some low hills which form its boundary j but 
not a tree was anv where to be seen in the whole district. 

" 
The clouds no\v began to assume a threatening appearance j we 

therefore hastened our pace in hopes of reaching some shelter, before 
the storm commenced. At not more than a mile farther, we came 
in sight of a farm-house j and, after what I had experienced at Van 
Wyk's, it was not without some hesitation that I rode up to the door. 

On seeing me arrive, one of the family came out, and, after the 
usual salutations, welcomed me into the house, and, immediately 
on entering, offered me a seat, in the same hospitable manner which 
I had found generally practised in most parts of the Cape Colony. 
To my request that my people might be allowed to take shelter for 
the night, in one of the out-buildings, the answer was, instantly, 
" Yes, certainly j" and when I said that more of my party were 
coming on, they replied, "There will be room for them all." 

Scarcely were we under the roof, before there fell as violent 
and heavy a storm of hail and rain, as I had ever witnessed: the 
hailstones were three quarters of an inch in diameter. The rest of 
my people with the pack oxen, were not so fortunate, as they did 
not arrive till half an hour afterwards; but finding a house ready to 
receive them, they were in the best spirits, though thoroughly soaked 
with wet. The rain continued during the remainder of the day, to 
pour down in torrents. 

The name of the place was Krieger's Fontein, and that of the 
owner Piet Vermeulen. The master himself was at this time absent 
on the commando, or Inilitia-service, against the Caffres in the 
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Zuureveld; where he had been on duty, nearly three months; but his 
wife received us with the most willing hospitality. 

Before it was mentioned by myself, she had discovered that I 
had eaten nothing that day i and immediately spread the table her
self, and set before me, meat, eggs, butter, and some excellent bread. 
These, although so great a treat after privations such as those of a 
journey on horseback through the wild country of the Bushmen, 
were not so gratifying as the benevolent kindness with which they 
were offered. She had given orders, that my men should be supplied 
with both bread and meat, and that my cattle should be taken into 
the fold, along with her own. She expressed great surprise at the 
journey we had performed, and that a white-man should have 
ventured in so unprotected a manner amongst the Bushmen; but 
was still more surprised that I had escaped alive. 

These are the common sentiments of the colonists living on the 
borders, and who are accustomed to regard these savages as a most 
dangerous race of beings; the very name of them conveying with it 
the idea of, stealing cattle, and of a cruel death by poisoned arrows. 
These ideas have not been admitted without cause; and even at this 
time, the boors occasionally suffer heavy losses: but the Bushmen, 
in exculpation, declare that they rob in retaliation of past injuries. 
Thus, the recollection of injustice on both sides, still operates to 
produce an international enmity which nothing but great forbearance 
and good sense can eyer convert into mutual confidence: a result 
which I believe to be attainable by means of a steady co-operation of 
the government and the colonists, as soon as both these shall concur 
in the undertaking, as in one which is equally their religious duty and 
their moral policy. 

Having been now nearly nine months without having received any 
intelligence from the Cape, I made many inquiries respecting the state 
of affairs j but in this remote corner of the colony, nothing was heard 
from Cape Town j and but little more was known of what was passing 
at GraafFreynet. At these farms the visit of a stranger is a rare oc
currence; and, excepting their neighbours, for so they call those who 
reside within forty or fifty miles, scarcely anyone is seen to pass this 
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way. Not even the butcher's man, or slagters knegt·, ever made his 
appearance at this distant farm; although the owner possessed a flock 
of not less than four thousand sheep; and many of his neighbours, 
not less than six. 

Still, however, the rearing of cattle was their chief means of 
subsistence: the family, with their slaves and Hottentots, being fed 
with mutton at every meal, caused a daily consumption of two sheep, 
the fat of which was considered almost equal in value to the rest of 
the carcass, by being manufactured into soap. It was, as they in
formed me, more profitable to kill their sheep, for this purpose only, 
than to sell them to the butchers at so low a price as a rix-dollar 
or less, and even so low as five schellings. t Formerly the alkali 
necessary for this manufacture, was obtained here from the Ganna
(or Kanna-) bosch j but that being at length, all consumed through 
a constant demand for it, another species of Salsola growing wild 
in many parts of the country, was taken as a substitute, and found 
to be even preferable to the ganna. In the house, I saw a great 
number of cakes of this soap, piled up to harden, ready for their 
next anDllal journey to Cape Town; whither they go, not merely 
f01" the purpose of selling it, but of purchasing clothing and such 
other articles as are not to be had in the country districts, but at an 
exorbitant price. 

The pasture of this farm, and of the whole of the neighbouring 
country generally, is thought to be less adapted f01" oxen, than for 
sheep; on which account, Vermeu1en holds a farm in another divi
sion, better suited for his larger cattle. 

The country in which we now were, is that division of the 
Graaffreynet district, which is called .A.chter-Sneeuwberg (Behind the 
Snow-mountains). It is, as well as several others in this part of the 
colony, very deficient in trees of dimensions large enough for planks j 

• The office of slagter's knegt has already been described in the first volume, u 
page 201. 

t That is; from four shillings to half a crown currency; or about half that sum in 
sterling money. 
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and its inhabitants, therefore, fetch the principal part of their timber 
from the forests beyond Bruyntjes Hoogte, from those growing on the 
Bosch-bergen (Forest Mountains), and from the borders of KafFerland, 
about the Baviaan's "vier (Baboon's river). Doors and tables, and 
the larger beams, were here observed to be all of Geelhout (Y ell ow
wood) j but the rafters were of willow, which is found to answer 
sufficiently well for this purpose, and is more easily attainable by the 
colonists living northward of the Snow-mountains, and, who find the 
banks of the Groote rivier, as they here call the Nugariep where it 
abounds, a much shorter and easier journey. 

From the immense nunlber of cattle kept on these farms, their 
manure accumulates in the fold, to a great thickness j and this, from 
time to time, is cut into square pieces in the manner of peat, and 
appeared to answer the purpose of fuel equally well. The walls of 
these cattle-pounds, are at many farms here, built entirely of such 
pieces of manure piled up to dry; and which go by the name of 
mest-koek (manure-cake). This fuel produces a strong heat; but gives 
out a disagreeable smell, until it is well ignited. 

A t this house, there resided one of those itinerant tutors 
of whom some account has been given on a former occasion. * He 
was a man of ingenuity, and of some experience of the world, having 
been in the Dutch service at Malacca, and Batavia, and having 
passed some time at Moccha in Arabia. He was related, he said, 
to an opulent family of the same name in Cape Town. At this 
farm he bad been nearly a twelvemonth, employed in giving instruc
tion to three sons of Vermeulen, who, besides these, had five other 
children. 

This meester, as he was called, (that is; schoolmeester, or school
master) considered it part of his profession, like the Meester at 
Pieter Jacobs's, to let every person know the extent of his acquire
ments. But this was done without any inordinate share of vanity; 
and, I confess, I was not sorry at his making this display; for, 
although there was nothing which ony person but a Cape meester 

• Vol. I. p. 199. 
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would boast of, it was an agreeable relief from the monotony of a 
conversation on agricultural subjects, the only topics which generally 
are to be expected at such farm-houses. He exhibited some small 
drawings which, he told me, were done entirely with the juice of 
the petals of a species of oxalis producing a blue color, of the tint 
of indigo. He had very ingeniously made pencils from the hair of 
the springbuck; and as far as my present stock of drawing materials 
would permit, I was glad at being able to supply his wants, by furnish
ing him with a few camels-hair pencils and a piece of China-ink. 
With these lle employed himself in the evening in making a copy 
of my clra\ving of the rhinoceros. His powers in penmanship were 
not despicable; and as a proof of steadiness of hand and of good 
sight, he gave me a piece of paper on which, by the naked eye, he 
had written the ' Lord·s Prayer' twice in a circular space of less than 
seven tenths of an inch in diameter. 

At night I sat down with the family to a hot supper of mutton j 
to which were added, a salad of cucumbers, and a large bowl of 
milk: this last being usually the concluding dish at a boor's supper. 

The description, in the former volume, of Peter Jacobs's d\vel
ling and of his whole establishment, ,vill convey a tolerably just idea 
of the place. The rooms in the principal house being but three (that 
is, one in the middle in which the family sit and take their meals, 
and one bed-room at each end) a visitor could not be accommodated 
with a chamber to himsel£ A bed was therefore prepared for me, 
in the sam e apartment with the meester and his three scholars. 

This tutor was in every respect, qualified for finishing their 
education, and for completing them for Dutch farmers j for a man 
who does not smoke, is a rare phenomenon in this colony, and is 
generally looked upon by the boors as an imperfect creature; a dis
advantage which I myself laboured under, but which, for want of 
any natural talent for this accomplishment, I was never able to over
come. I might perhaps have partly retrieved my character in their 
estimation, could I even have shown them that I enjoyed it in taste j 
or even in smell, by exhibiting both nostrils blackened, and herme
ticall y closed, with that elegant and fashionable dirt, called in 

Q 2 
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England, snuff: but in both these arts, unfortunately, I was equally 
deficient. 

This tutor, then, as soon as he was in bed, placed the candle by 
his side, as I at first thought and hoped, to extinguish it, that I might 
be left to close my eyes for that sleep which nature demanded after 
two days of fatigue with little intermediate rest. But finding that 
the light still remained, I turned my head towards it, and, to my 
double mortificijtion, beheld the meester lying very quietly, with a 
short crooked German pipe hanging from one corner of his mouth, 
while from the other, arose clouds of smoke rapidly following each 
other, till the room was filled with the fume of tobacco, and myself 
almost suffocated. 

At length when that pipe was finished, I had some little respite, 
but it was only while he was occupied in filling it again. In this 
interva1, finding that I was not asleep, a circumstance not much to 
be wondered at, he began to relate to me some of his adventures in 
foreign parts; and these reminiscences afforded him so much satis
faction, that he aHowed himself to talk and smoke in alternate fits, 
so that the second pipe, unfortunately, 1asted twice as long as the 
first. But, as it would ill become a guest so hospitably received, to 
interrupt his entertainers' enjoyments, I endured it all with perfect 
patience till the last; though, at an hour when most mortals desire 
to be ' lulled into sweet oblivion,' his candle, his pipe, and his con
versation, kept three of my senses in a state of continued irritation. 

By degrees the smoking became fainter; the anecdotes of 
l\Ialacca, Batavia, and Moccha, were at length all exhausted; he 
stretched forth his arm to put out the candle; and bade me Good
night. But the long-wished-for hour of sleep was not yet come; 
and it now fell to his turn to be annoyed. Scarcely had we begun 
to doze, when repeated claps of the most violent thunder, roused 
us again; and flashes of lightning glaring through the window, gave 
us opportunities of beholding each other once more. 

In a few minutes after this, the sound of the rain out of doors, 
pouring down in torrents, made me, notwithstanding the tobacco 
smoke, consider myself fortunate in being at such a time under the 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2011



1812. THE MEESTER'S MISFORTUNES. -KLEINE TAFELBERG. 117 

shelter of a roof. Presently, I heard the meester start up, and, with 
furious rattling, begin dragging his bed, with the frame which sup
ported it, from one side of the room to the other. He cried out, 
in a mixed tone of lamentation and surprize, that the rain was 
running down upon him in a stream, from the groat gat in het dak i 
and truly enough; for on looking upwards, I saw, what I had not 
noticed before, a 'great hole in the roof,' just above the place 
whence he had so long been issuing his fumigations, and his anecdotes 
of Malacca, Batavia, and Moccha. When I saw this, I began to 
regret that the storm had not commenced an hour or two sooner. 
Yet it would have been ungenerous, not to have condoled with him 
for having to sleep in a wet bed; as he had given himself the 
trouble of telling his adventures, purely from a wish to amuse me. 

20th. These misfortunes consumed the greater part of the night; 
and the next morning was little better suited to cheer us. The rain 
had never ceased since it first began, and there was little appearance 
of our having any sunshine during the day. The clouds hung so 
low that the surrounding mountains were hidden from our sight; and 
the ground was every where deluged with streams of rain water, 
supplied by the torrents, which were seen at a distance rushing down 
the foot of the mountains. 

Our breakfast consisted of coffee, the usual beverage at this 
meal; after which I was compelled by the rain, to remain in the house 
more than three hours; the good lady of the house at the same time, 
and the meester, assuring me that they had known it to rain there with 
little intermission for a fortnight, before they bad any return of fair 
weather; and that a four or five days' rain was not unusual. But 
fortunately this was not the case at present; and as soon as it cleared 
up, I walked out to take a view of the place, while my men were 
packing the oxen. The clouds had risen above the mountains, and 
now gave me an opportunity of making a sketch of the house, and of a 
hill which was very remarkable on account of its great resemblance 
to the Table l\fountain at Cape Town. * The colonists have dis-

• A view of Kleine Tqfelherg and Yel7Reulen'S dwelling, is given in the engraving at 
the bead of the sixth chapter. The distant mountains on the right, are a part of Sneeuwherg .. 
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tinguished it by the name of Kleine Tafelberg (Little Table-Moun
tain): it appeared to be about a mile and a half distant from the 
farm-house j and had the pleasing effect of inducing me, for some 
moments, to fancy that I was standing in the' vicinity of that town. 

In front of the house, there was a small garden: I saw growing 
in it, maize, dakka, cabbages, pumpkins, lettuces, cucumbers, and 
tobacco j but the latter had been stripped of all its leaves, and utterly 
destroyed by the hail which had fallen yesterday. Wheat and 
barley are grown on this farm in small quantities; but the climate 
has been found too cold to ripen grapes; and from the same cause 
their peach-trees appeared to be in a very unthriving state. In the 
month of April, they usually expect frost sufficiently severe to kill 
all their garden-crops; but it must be confessed, that in general the 
boors take very little pains with their gardens, and, from either 
ignorance, or slovenliness, are very bad gardeners. The productive
ness of the Colony, or its aptitude for horticulture and agriculture, 
cannot therefore be fairly estimated from such specimens of cultiva
tion as are commonly seen in travelling through it. 

It was nearly two o'clock before all were ready for departing. 
At taking leave, Juifrou'W (Mrs.) Vermeulen, who couJd not be per
suaded to accept any remuneration for what we had eaten at her 
house, repeated her invitation for us to stop there on our return. It 
was not more on my own account, than for the character of the 
colonists, that I rejoiced at having, under her roof, met with a treat
ment which served to do away the unfavorable impressions received 
at the dwelling of Jacob Van Wyk. 

So unusual a quantity of rain had fallen during the last twenty
four hours, that many parts of our road were covered with water, and 
but just passable. 

About eleven miles and a half, brought us to the highest, and 
principal, branch of the Zeekoe rivier, (Sea-cow, or Hippopotamus, 
river,) which we attempted to ford, but found it too much swollen to 
be passed without danger. Just at this place, was the residence of a 
colonist of the name of Nieukerk, who, as we were endeavouring to 
cross the river, came out j and, perceiving that it could not be done 
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without risk, invited me to stop the night at his house, as the waters, 
he said, would probably have sufficiently subsided before the next 
day. I therefore proceeded no farther; but accepted the invitation 
and entered his friendly cottage; while our baggage was unloaded at 
a small straw hut in which my men were lodged. 

All the buildings were of the most miserable description, and 
very little superior to that of which a representation has been given 
in the first volume."if. The hut which was on this occasion, appro
priated to my Hottentots, could not, strictly, be called a shelter, as 
the rain in the night, ran through the roof upon them. Yet still we 
experienced hospitality, and the evening passed in a manner which 
was far from unpleasant. 

Nieukerk was just returned from the commando, as the farmers 
term every expedition of a military nature; where he had been three 
months on duty; and gave us some account of the Ca.ffre 'War, the 
object of which, was to drive the Caffres out of the Zuureveld, a 
district formerly purchased, or taken from them, by the Dutch; but 
which they afterwards in vaded, and had kept possession of for some 
years, and obliged the white inhabitants to take refuge in the older 
districts of the colony. This warfare had been going on, already 
four months, and was not likely soon to terminate; for although 
possession of the country had been regained by the Cape troops aided 
by the militia of boors, it was found necessary to keep these troops 
constantly stationed on the frontier, to confine the enemy within 
their own territory; but ,vho nevertheless kept the soldiery and 
farmers always on the alert to prevent their predatory incursions into 
the colony. 

This militia, or com1nando, consists of boors drawn from the 
different districts of the Colony, by the immediate requisition of their 
proper 'Veldcornets, who, on such occasions, call out the inhabitants, 
not by lot, but by routine. The men so called out, repair to the 
rendezvous, generally mounted on horseback and armed with a 
musket of their own; and most frequently attended by one of their 

• At page 2S8. 
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Hottentot servants. They wear no uniform, but are divided into 
squadrons, under the command of a veldcommandant, who is also a 
boor, nominated by the government, and who at all times retains that 
title, and with it, a rank superior to that of 'L,eldcornet. This militia 
is never 'called into service, but in cases of necessity; and if the duty 
should appear likely to continue for a considerable length of time, as 
in the present case, they are allo\ved, after serving a certain period, 
to return to their homes; and are replaced by others called out by 
the same authorities. 

I now heard a confirmation of the lamentable news respecting 
Mr. Stockenstriim the late landdrost of Graaffreynct, a man so much 
esteemed and respected, and so peculiarly well fitted for the station 
he held, that his death was considered as a loss to the Colony. The 
circumstances which I afterwards learnt more fully, were, that being 
under the necessity of conferring with the commander of the troops 
stationed in the Zuureveld, he went escorted by a cavalry party of 
twenty-two Burghers (or Citizens; as the Dutch colonists are fre
quently termed) and their attendant Hottentots. Desirou~ of going 
by a shorter road, he ventured, contrary to the advice of the boors, 
through a part of the country from which the Caffres were, at that 
time, not completely expelled. He had no hesitation in taking this 
step, because, having on all occasions before the breaking out of the 
war, behaved with the greatest kindness towards that nation, he 
would not believe it possible that they could ill treat one who had 
been so much their friend. But unfortunately, it happened that a 
chief who had not been one of those who had shared his liberality, 
was in that neighbourhood. and heard from his spies that the land
drost was passing. This chief hastily collected a body of men, and 
sent them off with orders to destroy the whole of the party. When 
the Caffres met them, they accosted the colonists in an amicable 
manner; and the landdrost, as he had often done before, made them 
presents of tobacco, accompanied with friendly advice, to them and 
to their whole nation, to retire quietly out of the Zuureveld, that the 
soldiers might not be under the necessity of shooting them. They 
continued a short time longer in conversation; but at last perceiving 
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them growing insolent, and thinking it unsafe to remain amongst 
them, he was preparing to mount his horse; when they treacherously 
seized the opportunity and, at the moment of turning his back, 
pierced him mortally with their hassagays. At this signal, the 
burghers were surrounded, and ten of them killed on the spot: the 
rest escaped, only by being on horseback; though several were deeply 
wounded. On this occasion, the savages displayed a degree of bar
barity which had not hitherto been supposed to belong to their 
character, but which their own mistaken notions respecting warfare, 
rendered perhaps praiseworthy or, at least, not dishonourable. 

At this period, as Nieukerk informed me, the war had cost the lives 
of not more than thirteen Burghers, exclusively of soldiers and Hotten
tots j while the Ca.lfres had lost two hundred of their number, before 
the former could dislodge them from the woods of that district: and, 
as they still ventured to make incursions, from time to time, many 
more of these tribes were shot. 

I had much reason, in common with the Colony, to lament the 
death of the landdrost j whose character was, besides, an assurance that I 
should meet with every liberal assistance in obtaining the object of my 
journey to GraafFreynet. No other had yet been appointed in his 
place: the duties of the office, therefore, were fulfilled by one of the 
Heemraaden, of the name of Mare. 

The inmates of Nieukerk's cottage, besides himself and his wife, 
were, his two brothers, and his wife's father and mother. The two 
last were far advanced in years, and complained much of the coldness 
of the climate of Sneeuwberg (Sneeberg), to which they were not 
yet inured, having resided here not more than two months j before 
which, they had lived in the Boscnje8'Veld, a warm and dry country. 
:Every one, in fact, seemed to be troubled with a cough; and as they 
were but new-comers, they found these highlands unpleasantly chilly. 
They all wore their hats within doors j but the effects of early habits 
and of a natural pleasure which I felt in showing respect to honest 
men, though tenants of the meanest cottage, always prompted me, on 
entering such a dwelling, to testify that respect by the same forms 
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which good-breeding pays as readily to the inferior as to the equal. 
This however the good old father-in-law would not allow, and though 
the feebleness of seventy, might have excused his moving, he rose 
from his chair, and fetching my hat, put it on my head, saying, he 
feared that I should take cold in the same manner as they themselves 
had done. 

After tea, I was required in my turn, to tell the wonders of the 
Bushmen's country. My account of the treatnlent which I had 
received amongst the savages, did not fail to interest and surprise 
them. The old people, to whom more particularly, anecdotes of 
Bushmen were subjects of a novel kind, listened with the greatest 
attention; and would have forgotten the hour of the night, if supper 
had not put an end to the conversation, and brought me a respite: 
for at last, the onusloquendi rested entirely upon mysel£ Both before 
and after supper, a pretty long grace was said, or rather sung, by one 
of the younger branches of the family. 

I now for the first time, had an opportunity of witnessing the old 
colonial custom, of 'Washing feet after supper. A maid-ser\7ant carried 
round to each member of the family in tum, according to age, a small 
tub of water, in which all washed in the same water. It must be 
regarded as a proof of their good sense, that they showed respect to 
the habits of a foreigner, by not pressing me to join in this ceremony: 
the tub was merely offered to me, and then passed on. But this 
custom is, I believe, gradually wearing away, throughout the colony. 
Its utility was more evident in former times, when the colonists went 
without stockings, as indeed many do at the present time; but since 
the country has become so much richer, that almost every person can 
afford to clothe himself more completely, this practice is falling into 
disuse. 

The whole house formed but a single room; and in this a large 
fireplace atone end served for kitchen, where slaves, and some Hottentot 
maids, sat within the chimney, cooking both for the company and for 
themselves. At the other end a screen of mats parted off a bed-room, 
for the female part of the family; while a few blankets spread upon 
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a row of mats on the floor, between the supper table and the fire, 
formed the only sleeping-place for the two young men, and for any 
casual visitors. 

Here I was first informed that in the lJuiten districten (out-districts, 
or those far from the Cape) it is the general custom, to sleep without 
undressing, the coat excepted: but this custom has, I believe, many 
exceptions; especially at those houses where some degree of affiuence 
enables the owners to furnish them more perfectly in the European 
style. Where there is nothing better to rest on, than a mat upon the 
floor, the practice may not be quite unreasonable; but in any case, it 
is not favorable either to personal cleanliness, or to health. 

21st. In front of this house, and commencing immediately on 
the opposite side of the river, the mountains of SneeuwlJerg (Sneeberg) 
stand full in view, and present a grand and interesting landscape; 
and which I was tempted to add to the number of my sketches. 

On making an attempt to cross the river early in the morning, 
its waters were found to have risen even higher than they were on 
the day before; but by eleven in the forenoon, they had run off suf
ficiently to admit of our fording. In doing this, we were indebted to 
Nieukerk and his brothers, for pointing out the shallowest part; and 
as soon as we were safely through, we were saluted by the whole 
family, who stood on the opposite bank, with Goede reis, (A good 
journey to you.) 

Along the right bank of the Zeekoe river, I observed a road 
much frequented, which led to the northernmost limits of the colony, 
and, as I was informed, to the southern banks of the Nugariep, 
whither the boors often go for the purpose of cutting timber. The mat
rush *' grows here in abundance j but not a tree was any where to be 
seen: with this rush, all the houses in these parts of the Colony, are 
thatched. The country was mountainous on all sides. We kept 
gradually ascending, after having, at the distance of about four miles 
from Nieukerk's, recrossed the Seacow river, which takes its rise 
amidst the high mountains. on our left, and after flowing along the 

• or the sort called Hard matjes-goederen: the Scirpus tegetalis, Vol. I. p. 263. 
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foot of Kleine Tafelberg, runs northward inclining to the east, and, 
passing by Plettenberg's Baaken, takes a more easterly course, as I 
was informed, and finally joins the N ugariep. A contrariety in the 
accounts which had been given me, of its course below the Baaken, 
leaves me in doubt whether, in laying it down on the map, I have 
adopted the true direction, or not. 

At about eight miles and a half from Nieukerk's we passed the 
next farm-house, the residence of a colonist of the name of Coenraad 
Herholdt, where a garden with poplars, pine trees, willows, roses, and 
peach trees, presented in these wild highlands, a solitary glimpse of 
cultivation. 

Beyond this, the road begins to ascend more rapidly, and enters 
the cold elevated region of Snee'll,wherg proper~ As we approached 
it, the air felt very sensibly colder j the grass became more plentiful 
in the valleys j and nothing presented itself in the prospect around 
us, but rocky mountains, the summits of which were enveloped in 
misty clouds. The unsettled state of the weather, assisted in strength
ening the character of frowning grandeur which belongs to this scene. 
The rude and bold features of the wild landscape, and the sublimity 
of nature, were unmingled with any trace of human works; and the 
beaten track under our feet, was the only mark which could inform 
the traveller that these rugged valleys had ever been frequented j or 
that the abode of man was to be found in a region apparently so 
deserted and solitary. I halted, to make some sketches, but my 
fingers were so much benumbed with the coldness of the misty vapor, 
that I succeeded with difficulty. In less than two hours after passing 
Herholdt's, we gained the most elevated point in the road over the 
Snow Mountains. Here the declivities and valleys were covered with 
abundance of thick grass of a growth equally fine with that which 
we call' sheep's fescue-grass.'· The road continued at this great 
elevation j and we travelled for more than three quarters of an hour, 
before there was any considerable descent. 

On our left we sometimes caught sight, between the mountains, of 
an immense and lofty peak, the highest point of Sneeuwberg. This is 

• Pestuca ovina, Linn. 
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called by the colonists, Spitskop· (The Peak) on account of its 
remarkably pointed form, by which it is distinguished at a great 
distance over all the surrounding country, as much as by its superior 
height. It has been in later years, very unnecessarily re-named Com
p asb erg. 

That this is the most elevated part of the Cape Colony, there 
can, I think, be no doubt, if in addition to the peculiar and constant 
coldness of its climate, we deduce an argument from the circumstance 
of the different streams which proceed from it, taking their course in 
opposite directions: those on the northern side, flowing through the 
Seacow, and Gariep, rivers, to the western coast of the continent j 
while those on the southern and eastern, carry their waters to the 
eastern sea. 

The first step in our descent from this chilly region, brought us to 
a fine grassy flat, covered with, what is the greatest rarity in Southern 
Africa, a real turf or sod, though in many places abounding in the 
mat-rush. Since quitting the Hex river, every stream which we had 
crossed, flowed towards the west j but at this spot, in a ravine on our 
right, we found a rivulet taking an opposite course; this may be con
sidered as the highest source of the Sunda.1J ri'Ver. 

A keen chilling mist, or rather a misty rain, now enveloped us; 
and my whole party complained of being extremely cold. I there
fore resolved on taking up our night's station by the river, at the 
first spot where fire-wood could be procured j as we were all utter 
strangers to the country, and knew not whether by going forward, we 
should come to a better, or a worse, place. Wood however was, in 
this instance fortunately, so scarce that we were kept advancing, till, 
through the mist, we discovered a house before us, just at a time 
when evening began to approach. It was the dwelling of Piet Van der 
Merwe j who very readily, and with marked kindness, received us 
under his root My men, together with my young Bushman protege, 
were comfortably lodged in the 'corn-house;' while I myself was 

• See the vignette at the end of the sixth chapter; and the note appended to the 6th 
of May. 
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hospitably entertained in the house with the family j who considered 
themselves well repaid for their trouble by the information which 
they obtained respecting the Bushmen. They also,. in return, com
municated some information j that those tribes who inhabit the banks 
of the N ugariep, or Groote river, as they here called it, were consi
dered so extremely savage, that the boors had never yet been able to 
bring about any friendly communication with them. 

The name of Van der Merwe is one of the most common in 
the Cape Colony. In cases where several of the same baptismal, 
and surname occur, it is customary, in noticing them in writing, 
as well as when they sign their own name, to add the Chris
tian name of their father, either at full length, as in the form, 
for example, of Jacobsz or Jacobszoon; or by the initials only, as 
Jz; a practice analogous to that by which, probably, we have 
obtained such nameR as Richards or Richardson, Johnson, Jack
son, &c. But among neighbours, colonists of the same name are 
distinguished in a more familiar way, either by the place of 
their abode, or by some other circumstance. Thus my hospitable 
host was known to the boors around, by the appellation of Piet Dik
wang (Thick-cheek,) on account of a swelling, or wen, upon his cheek. 

Most of the family seemed to be troubled with slight coughs, the 
same as I had observed at Nieukerks; occasioned perhaps, by the 
foggy state of the weather. A cough appeared the more remarkable, 
as it was an ailment of very rare occurrence in the countries of the 
former part of my travels. But it is not to be pronounced a prevailing, 
or a common, complaint in the Snow Mountains, since I did not 
afterwards find it to be general j yet, it is more than probable, that 
the misty cold atmosphere of Sneeberg proper, renders its inhabitants 
very liable to be attacked by similar affections of the lungs. 

The rhinoceros-bush grows abundantly on difFerent parts of these 
mountains, and was the only fuel which I saw used at this house; 
other firewood being exceedingly scarce. The rltinoceros, as my host 
informed me, and as my own experience afterwards confirmed, is now 
nearly expelled from the Colony; it being very rarely to be seen 
within the boundary: and hippopotami, formerly so numerous in the 
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Zeekoe river, are no longel·, unless accidentally, to be found there; but 
have all retreated to the Black River or N ugariep, where they may, 
for the present at least, live more undisturbed. 

Van der Merwe had learnt from the observations of many years, 
that at this place, a southeasterly wind, such as we had at this time, 
almost always brings with it rain. In tke winter, long icicles hang 
froln the thatch of his cottage, and the water is covered with a thick 
ice. At that season the cattle, he asserted, would perish with cold, 
if they were not all removed to a warmer farm, or leg-plaats. 

22nd. The air was exceedingly cold, and a misty rain continued 
to fall during the whole of the day. I became every hour more 
anxious to reach Graaffreynet, and therefore, as there was little 
prospect of gaining better weather by waiting till the afternoon, I 
determined to depart; not more, for the purpose of getting forward 
on our journey, than of descending from this cold region, into some 
warmer tract. 

Just as I was on the point of mounting my horse, a man arrived 
from a neighbouring veldcornet who had received intelligence of a 
party of strange armed men having entered thc.~ Colony. This man 
had orders to discover, who we were, and what were our intentions. 
I briefly informed him, that we had none but peaceable intentions, 
and that I was on my way to the landdrost. This messenger, who by 
his manners and tone of voice, seemed to think that he was now 
employed on a very serious affair, preferred the information of Van der 
Merwe on the subject, to the suspicious stranger's own account of 
himsel£ After a few minutes' questioning, he rode off, well satisfied 
that the business turned out no worse: for it appeared that some 
alarm had been excited by the fact of people having come into 
the Colony, in a quarter where no arrival of the kind had ever been 
known before. 

At taking leave, Van der l\ferwe gave us a warm invitation to 
make his house a resting-place on our way back. A near prospect of 
the termination of our present journey, put all my Hottentots in good 
spirits, and enabled them to set out without feeling disheartened at 
the weather which they saw we should have to encounter. 
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All were now wrapped up in every piece of clothing they pos
sessed; and Ruiter had so tied himself up in skins of various sorts and 
colors, sheep-skins, leopard-skins, and goat-skins, that he looked 
more like an automaton pile of furs, than a man. The rain and 
mist became colder as we advanced; or rather, we felt it more keenly 
in proportion as we lost the warmth which we had acquired by the fire
side. The mist penetrated, where the rain could not; and everything 
was either wet, or damp. The cold grew more piercing, and my 
people, more silent and dejected. I endeavoured to keep up their 
spirits, by assuring them that as soon as we should descend the moun
tain, we should find fair and warm weather: for we were then among 
the clouds; or rather, the clouds had sunk upon us. Yet, though 
much chilled and benumbed, I did not myself suffer so Dluch as 
my Klaarwater Hottentots: they had long been accustomed only to 
the warm climate of the Transgariepine; and three of them were, 
besides, advanced in years, and one of these much enfeebled by age. 
Speelman and Philip, who, like myself, had been somewhat hardened 
by constant exposure to every kind of weather, and being, excepting 
myself, the youngest of the party, were the least of all affected by 
the cold. The sheep, of which we had only two remaining, and the 
dogs, began to droop. Still, the hope of soon descending to a lower 
level, gave us courage to go forward. 

In this state we had been travelling about two hours and a half, 
when Philip, as I was riding in advance, hastily came on to tell me 
that the people were unable to proceed any farther, and that they 
were of opinion that the Bushboy was dying. When I returned, 
they all declared that they could endure the cold no longer. 
Old Cobus Berends' 8 countenance was so much changed, and in so 
weak a voice he told me that the cold had seized his heart, that I 
really believed, considering his age, that he was struck with death. 
I had never before thought myself in so serious a situation: the poor 
little Bushboywho, excepting his kaross, was nearly naked, had seated 
himself down by the road-side. When I went to him, I found him 
affected to so alarming a degree, that he had no power either to 
move or to speak, and his face had assumed that peculiar yellowness 
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which, among blacks, is the visible symptom of, either approaching 
dissolution, or the decay of energy in the vital functions. 

The most distressing reflections crowded on my mind. It ap
peared that the hand of death lay already upon him. What was I 
to tell the father at my return! That he had died of cold? This 
would not have been believed. I should have been accused of 
being the cause of his death; or of having left him in captivity 
under some of the boors. 1\1:y return through the Bushmen's 
country would be impracticable. Kaabi, and the whole tribe, \vould 
have considered me no longer as their friend; but as one who had 
treacherously deceived them and betrayed the confidence of a father. 
The whole plan of my travels was deranged. I could not rejoin my 
waggons but by making a circuit by the Sack river again, and waiting 
for some favorable opportunity of crossing the Cisgariepine. These 
sad forebodings rushed upon me, and entirely occupied my mind: 
they made me forget my own personal feelings, and that everyone 
of my men was now suffering from the severity of the weather. 

We had therefore no alternative but to halt, although in an 
exposed open place without a tree, or scarcely a bush, that could 
afford us shelter. While those who were able to move, were un
loading the oxen, two others went in search of firewood. This spot 
I have distinguished on the map, by the name of Cold Station j a 
name which, at this time, was more applicable to it, than to any 
other station in the whole of my travels. 

On account of the rain which continued faIling, and the wetness 
of our fuel, we found the greatest difficulty in kindling a fire; but 
the people took care afterwards to supply it with large quantities of 
wood, so that for some hours, it continued to bum in spite of the 
mist and rain. 

My first concern was to bring the Bushboy to life; for he had 
DO other appearance than that of a dying person. We placed him 
by the fire, and I wrapped him up in one of my own blankets: but 
he remained for half an hour completely speechless, and nearly 
unable to move. He took no notice either of the fire, or of any 
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thing around him; and Philip and Speelman repeatedly gave their 
opinion, that he would never speak again. 

I saw that it was necessary to restore the activity of the vital 
functions, which the cold seemed to have nearly stopped: I was re
gretting that we had nothing of a stimulating quality to give him, 
when the recollection of having a bottle of volatile alkali, gave me 
some hopes. I immediately prepared in water, as much as half a 
teacup-ful, of as great a strength as could safely be 'administered. 

It would appear by the use which I made of it, that I regarded 
this medicine as my panacea j for I gave a dose to the three old Inen j 
and the rest had so much confidence in it, that they were desirolls 
of1aking some also j but as I thought they could be restored without 
its aid, I judged it more prudent to reserve it for those who might 
have the misfortune to be bitten by serpents. Ruiter suffered almost 
as much as the boy j and was also speechless: but the warmth of the 
fire at last re-animated him. Hans Lucas's appearance was most 
miserable, and Berends's countenance was equally sad; but our Bush. 
man Nieuwveld bore the cold much better than his countryman. 

At length the boy was enabled to move his limbs; he crept nearer 
to the fire, and in a little time afterwards recovered his speech enough 
to tell me that the medicine had done him much good. After nursing 
him for about two hours, I rejoiced to find him sufficient1y restored to 
be able to eat j and in order to fortify him against the night, I desired 
him to eat a large quantity of food; a request which is never unseason .. 
able to a Bushman. Cobus, and the rest, revived by degrees j but all 
the party sat over the fire very melancholy and dejected. 

The rain now had ceased for a short time, and the men took the 
opportunity to cook their dinner, or rather, supper. The apathy or 
forgetfulness of Hottentots, was here wen exemplified: they had taken 
their own meal, without ever once thinking of their master, who, in 
the mean while, had been too much engaged in attending the boy, 
to think of himsel£ But being reminded by hunger, I ordered 
Philip to broil a piece of meat, while I sought for a place where 
I could pass the night: for it was then evening; the clouds had 
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again sunk upon US; and a violent and heavy rain, which ceased not 
during the whole night, had just commenced. At a little distance 
from my men, I prepared a spot, by forming a layer of bushes 
to keep my baggage and bedding from the ground which, being on 
a declivity, was deluged with streams of water. As it would have 
been folly to spread out my bed in such a situation, I seated myself 
upon my baggage, a'ld held the umbrella over me. I waited for 
nearly an hour, expecting supper; but nothing ,,"as brought. I at 
length rose, and on going to the fire, found it extinguished, and all 
my people wrapped up in their karosses, for the night. 1\1y cook, 
with true Hottentot sang-froid, informed me that the water, which 
ran down from the higher ground, together with the rain, had washed 
away the fire, before the meat was half broiled. So that, finding 
this, he had put the chop intended for me, upon the bush, and laid 
down to sleep, without thinking it necessary to put me out of 
suspense, or to let me know that I was to have 110 supper that evening. 

I therefore resumed my seat upon the layer of bushes, and covered 
myself up with my watch-coat. In this situation I passed a miserable 
night; with a cold rain pouring down from above, and torrents of 
water running under me. I sometimes fell asleep, but my feet being 
seized with cramp, I soon awoke again, and had sufficient reason for 
rejoicing at the return of daylight. 

23rd. The rain had ceased, but was now succeeded by the same 
drizzling mist as before; yet I had the consolation of finding all my 
people able to bear another day's travelling, and the boy not only 
alive, but recovered. 

That a Bushman could suffer so much from the inclemencies of 
the weather, was a case which I had never expected; nor do I think 
it one which occurs often. This poor little fellow was young and 
extremely slender, and at the same time, almost naked j circumstances 
which might well render him obnoxious to a degree of cold which 
perhaps, to be estimated correctly, should be considered as extremely 
severe and uncommon in this part of the globe. I could not but 
admire the fortitude with which he bore his sufferings: he never com
plained j but continued without a murmur, patiently walking on, till 
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inability to move his limbs prevented his proceeding farther; and 
then, he merely said to the Hottentots, that he was very cold. 

Ear]y in the morning, two boors on horseback, attended by two 
Hottentot achter-ryders, or according to colonial pronunciation, achter
ryers, (after-riders,) passing by, halted for about ten minutes, and as 
usual, made inquiries, whence we came and whither we were going. 
These men, as I was afterwards informed by the landdrost, were then 
going to GraafFreynet for the purpose of reporting to him our numbers 
and of explaining who we were. One of them was the veldcornet: their 
manners led me to suspect this; and I asked if either was the veld. 
cornet, but they replied, No; and to my question, whether they were 
going to Graaffreynet, they gave the same answer. The Hottentots, 
who knew the tricks of the boors in such cases, better than I did, 
were of opinion that the cause of their telling so unqualified a false
hood, was the fear of my putting the veldcornet in requisition 
for some assistance; as he had been informed by the messenger he 
sent to Van der Merwe's, that I had that privilege. They asked 
if we were not afraid to venture in so defenceless a manner through 
the Boschmans-land j - at this moment, I could not help turning 
my eyes from them to poor little Magerman, and wondering that 
men of such gigantic stature, should not feel ashamed to confess 
that so diminutive a race of savages could inspire them with personal 
fear. 

These achter-ryders are servants intended both for outward show 
and for use, and correspond in this twofold nature of their duty, to 
many of our English grooms. A colonist generally takes with him 
a Hottentot of this description, when he undertakes a journey to 
any considerable distance from home: and near the borders, such 
an attendant is far from useless, as he ensures to him some additional 
safety. 

Soon after we left Cold Station, we descended below the clouds 
and mist, into a drier region; where, had we been better acquainted 
with the country and my men had been able to travel farther yester
day, we might have passed the night in a less wretched situation. 

The country was very mountainous though in some places we 
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found intermediate spaces of level ground. At the distance of about 
five miles from Cold Station we crossed a branch of the Garst (Barley) 
ri'Ver, which was at this time so full, as to be but barely fordable i 

and a mile farther we passed a house and farm belonging also to Piet 
Van der Merwe, and which he had mentioned to us as a place where 
we might take up our quarters. From this house, till we quitted the 
Sneeuwbergen, the hills resume the tabular form so common in 
the Cisgariepine j and many, which were both large and lofty, suc
ceeded each other, with intervening levels of various extent. The 
country of the Sneeuwbergen, may be described as a very elevated 
region, level in many parts, but almost every where thickly studded 
with high rocky mountains. 

After this, we travelled between four and five hours longer, 
without halting j and were rejoiced at finding ourselves arrived at the 
top of the descent from the Snow Mountains. The prospect was 
exceedingly fine, as wild a.nd rncky scenery. Lofty mountains 
in the distance seemed to close the view before us, but the road, 
after descending'into the valley, leads round on the right, into the 
extensive plains which lie between the Sneeuwbergen and GraafF
reynet. This view, and the appearance of our party, are represented 
in the second plate. 

The descent was very steep, and the road in some places broken 
and dangerous. Here we found trees of a larger size than we had seen 
for some time j and the deep glens and bold sides of the mountain, 
were rendered verdant by an abundance of large bushes of spekbool1J, 
(fat-tree·,) and were well covered with wood of rich and beautiful 
foliage. Amongst these were many which I had no where met with 
before, but which, at this time, I had no opportunity of collecting. t 

• Portulacaria Afra. 
t or these, I noted in passing, 
Gre'U1ia rolmsta, B. Catal. Geogr.2845. RlIIDuli robusti rigidi. Folia parva ovata 

obtusa crenulata subtus tomentoso-albida. Fructus subhirsutus, sub-tetracoccus. Pedun
culi 80Jitarii oppositifolii, foliis paulo breviores uni- vel bi-flori. Flores purpurei. 

Celo.strus linearis, B. Cat. Geog.2872. Frutex 6-8-pedalis. }"olia integerrima 
linearia. Spinm intemodiis duplo longiores rectre horizontales folia proferentes simul cum 
cymis sessilibus. IneoIis Hollandicis dicitur Pm-doorn J nomen allis fruticibus panter 
lIPinosis commune. 
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We continued descending for a long time: the sun had already 
set, when we reached the foot of the mountain. Here, very oppor
tunely, we found a deserted hut which, though in a very ruinous sta.te, 
we were happy in taking possession o£ It consisted. only of one 
room j part of the roof had been blown off j the £Ioor was covered 
with the rubbish of the thatch which had fallen in; and the door and 
windows had been taken away. This I considered as placed in my 
way by good-fortune j as I began to perceive symptoms of a violent 
fever j having felt a chill and shivering, even in the sunshine, and 
the cold I had taken, having already produced a hoarseness. 

A fire was made within the walls, and my blankets, which were 
still very damp, were spread in one corner of the hut, upon some 
straw which luckily had escaped the rain. I layed myself down im
mediately and wrapped my driest covering about me, hoping that 
this treatment and my former remedy, would, before morning, remove 
the fever, as they had done on similar occasions. As soon as enough 
embers had been burnt, the men baked in them some bread made 
with the Bour which I had purchased of Van der Merwe. 

24th. In the morning, finding the fever rather increased than 
abated, I resolved to try the experiment of a dose of ' antimonial 
powder,' an.d was obliged to keep my bed. The weather was fair, and 
the day sunny and pleasant j but I was now, for the first time since 
leaving Cape Town, unable to travel. I sent Philip on the horse to 
examine if the Zondag (Sunday) river was fordable j and in less than 
two hours he came back, and reported that we might .pass it with 
safety. 

Soon after his return, three hurgkers on horseback, armed with 
muskets and well provided with ball and powder, arrived from Graaff
reynet, which was about ten miles distant, having been sent officially 
by the landdrost, for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of the 
reports respecting us. They entered the hut, when my men having 
pointed out to them their master lying asleep, I was awakened by 
the sound of Dag, which they repeated till I uncovered my head and 
returned their salutation. 

They began by stating that they were sent by the landdrost to 
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make inquiries respecting me and my party, and wished to know 
when I should be at the village; I replied that it was uncertain; but 
that it would not be to-day. After some further parley, they became 
importunate for me to go to Graaffreynet that day, and said, that 
they had orders to bring me to the landdrost. To this I quickly 
replied, that I was unwell j and that I neither could, nor would. 
remove from that place j that they could have no authority for 
disturbing me j and that they might inform the landdrost, that it was 
my intention to come to him as soon as I could conveniently. This, 
and the tone in which it was spoken, put an end to their impor .. 
tunities. But I must in justice to these men, admit that the situa
tion in which they saw me, lying on the ground in the corner of a 
roofless hovel, was ill calculated to command much respect. 

They then, with a little more civility, requested to be informed 
who I was. Their civility obtained for them, far more than their 
rudene~s would have done j and I gave them to read the government 
papers which authorized my travelling without hindrance, and per
mitted me to require assistance. This immediately brought about a 
revolution in their sentiments and behaviour: they offered to send fOl" 

a paarde-wagen * and every necessary accommodation for conveying 
me to the village j and a letter was without delay sent off to the 
landdrost. I ordered a chop to be broiled for them j and as they 
had accomplished their mission, they remained merely to gratify 
their curiosity by questioning my men respecting the countries we 
had passed through; and continued sitting at their ease for two hours 
afterwards. 

Before these visitors had left me, there arrived two others of a 
more agreeable kind: I was surprised to see enter my hut, an officer 
of the 21st regiment of light dragoons j a regiment which I always 
remember with pleasure. It was Mr. Menzies the surgeon of the 
regiment, and Mr. Oloff Stockenstrom. the younger son of the late 
landdrost, who now had the kindness to visit a stranger, personally 

• A paart/.e-lwagen is a light waggon drawn by horses, and used more frequently for 
the conveyance of persons, than for carrying any other loads: it is in fact the colonists' 
carriage of pleasure. - Compare this with the note at page 28. of the first volume. 
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unknown to them both; but report having informed them of the 
circumstance of an Englishman having entered the colony in an 
unusual manner, they judged it not impossible that it might be either 
Dr. Cowan or Captain Donovan; and under this persuasion they had 
brought with them an army list, that I might be gratified with a 
sight, as they supposed, of my own promotion. rfhey sat down 
by my bed, and expressed themselves exceedingly shocked at the 
fatigue which they concluded I must have suffered, and at the 
wretched lodging in which I lay. I felt so much pleasure in thus 
unexpectedly meeting with a person with whom I could speak my 
own language, that as long as they remained, I never once thought 
of my fever. I asked innumerable questions, and inquired for news 
of every description. 

They afforded me some amusement by relating that, on my 
account the whole village of Graaffreynet had been for several days 
in a state of alarm. The current report was, that three hundred of 
the Klaarwater Hottentots, under the command of a white-man, 
were marching to attack the colony, taking advantage of the favor
able moment when so many boors were absent from their homes and 
detained on the commando in the Zuureveld. So greatly had the 
inhabitants magnified my little party, and so strongly was the report 
believed, that not only constant guard had been kept; but, on ac
count of my near approach and hourly-expected attack, a number 
of persons remained under arms, and the guard and night ... watch- had 
last night actually been doubled. When I explained the circum
stances of my journey and the object of my visit to Graaffreynet, 
Dr. Menzies in a most friendly manner, offered me accommodation 
in his quarters during my stay. 

They had not long been gone, and I had just wrapped myself 
up again, when Philip came to announce the arrival of two other 
visitors. They were tke acting landdrost and his brother, who, 
having at last correctly ascertained who I was, had brought the clergy
man's carriage, the only one in the village, to convey me to town. 
They expressed themselves, as my preceding visitors had done, 
shocked at seeing me ill, and at the miserable abode in which I 
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was lodged; but I replied, that had so good a shelter presented 
itself the night before, I should not at this time have been so unwell. 
They pressed me to quit the place, and were desirous of taking 
me to the village, where I should find every necessary refreshtnent 
and attention. I resisted all their kind solicitations, as I felt too 
indisposed to be able to move; but promised, if the fever left me 
in the night, that I would be at Graaffreynet, on the following day. 
With this they took leave: and I once more covered myself up with 
my blankets. 

Towards evening, the fever and hoarseness increased, and with 
the addition of a violent head ache, prevented all sleep. I endeavoured 
in various ways to excite perspiration; but without success. 

25th. In the morning, however, my remedies had their full 
effect, and greatly relieved my pain. I have described my illness 
more particularly than I should otherwise have done, because it was, 
as I afterwards learnt, a species of 'influenza' which had pervaded the 
whole Colony. Few escaped its attack; and I was told that in Cape 
Town alone, six thousand persons had been seized with it; although 
comparatively few had died. A similar complaint was not known to 
have ever visited the settlement before. This epidemic, after passing 
over the whole Colony, for I never could hear of any symptoms 
beyond the boundary, was now on the decline, or supposed to have 
expended itself j but the air was not yet cleared from its pestilential 
quality, and we, unfortunately, arrived just in time to prove, that 
it had ceased, only because it found no more subjects to act upon. 

I was still in bed when the landdrost returned: he was accom
panied by Mr. Kicherer, the clergyman of Graaffreynet, who having 
heard that I had letters for him from the missionaries at Klaar
water, came for the purpose of inviting me to take up my abode at 
his house during my stay. As soon as I was dressed, I left the 
miserable, but most serviceable, hut; and was persuaded in a very 
friendly manner, to accept his invitation. 

After leaving directions with my people to follow in the after
noon, I entered the carriage and we drove from a spot which, for 
some moments during my illness, I thought it possible I might never 
quit again. 
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Before we reached the town, we were obliged to cross the 
Sunday river three times: its greatest depth was, at this time, about 
three feet. 

The missionary's letter began by stating, that they had endea
voured to dissuade me from the attempt to cross the Bushman country j 
and that, although they had thus written letters, they had little ex
pectation of their ever reaching their destination. Mr. Kicherer, before 
he was appointed minister of this place, had spent several years as 
missionary among the Hottentots and Bushmen. For the latter people, 
he opened a mission at the Zak river; and when that failed, he ac
companied those Hottentots who, it has been stated, (vol. I. p.861.) 
were living an unsettled life on the banks of the Gariep, and per
suaded them to remain stationary at Aakaap, whence they finally 
removed to Klaarwater. He was therefore well acquainted with the 
nature of that settlement; and expressed surprise at the fact of th~ 
missionaries there, not having been able to render me assistance in 
hiring the required number of Hottentots; and wondered at their 
making objections to my opening a road to Graaffreynet, which he 
considered as an important discovery, and highly advantageous for 
the missionaries themselves. 
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TRANSACTIONS AT GRAAFFREYNET. 

BE}'ORE noon we entered Graaffreynet; where I was introduced by 
Mr. Kicherer to his family and friends, as the person on whose ac
count they had suffered so much alarm. The news of my having 
arrived in peace, soon spread through the village j and when busy 
report had reduced Iny dreaded party of three hundred, back again 
to eight, and had changed the expected hostile attack, into a friendly 
visit, all further apprehensions ceased, and the folly of the mistake, 
became a source of considerable amusement. 

The landdrost who, I was afterwards informed, was at first so much 
alarmed as to give orders for guarding all avenues to the village, told 
me that he had received a correct report of the number of my men, 
but could get no one to believe that it was so small j and that it 
was found difficult to quiet the fears of the inhabitants, who magnified 
their danger to a distressing, though ridiculous, degree. 

The affair, which had cost me so long and fatiguing a journey, 
being to myself of more importance than every other object, I lost 
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no time in conferring with the acting-Ianddrost, on the readiest mode 
of hiring the number of Hottentots required. He called upon me 
in the evening, for this purpose, and stated that he was unable to 
point out where any such men could be found j that he knew of none 
who were at this time out of service j that this scarcity was in great 
part, occasioned by the commando against the Caffres, the demands 
for which, had drained all the neighbouring districts j and that he 
had himself no power in this case, because, being merely an acting
landdrost until the regular appointment of another, he felt unwilling 
to proceed without the instructions and authority of the commandant 
of the troops on the frontier, who happened to be the same Colonel 
Graham, from whose regiment I had obtained my Hottentot Philip. 
It was therefore agreed, that he should write on the morrow to ex
plain the affair to the commandant, and solicit his assistance, and an 
early answer. 

On the death of the late landdrost, the duties of the office 
devolved in the interim, according to established custom, upon one 
of the Heemraaden: and this now fell to the lot of Mr. Paul Mare, 
a respectable burgher and shopkeeper of the village. This situ
ation of affairs was, therefore, not the best suited to my visit, 
and appeared likely to detain me longer at GraafFreynet, than 
I had calculated, on the supposition of finding that office held by 
Mr. Stockenstrom. I felt much disappointed at hearing it stated by 
the landdrost, that he had not this power; as, whatever might have 
been the reasons which induced him to think so, I myself at the 
same time believed that he was fully competent to give me the assist
ance I required, and was afterwards convinced that my opinion was 
right. 

My men did not arrive till the dusk of the evening, but 
the little Bushman was not with them. He had remained in the hut till 
the moment of their coming away; when he had taken an oppor
tunity of slipping off unperceived by anyone. They waited a long 
while searching for him in every direction; but could discover no 
traces j and therefore concluded that his absence was intentional, and 
that he meant to return to his kraal. We remarked that he had ap
peared very contented with us, as long as we were alone j but when 
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so many strangers with their carriages and attendants continued 
visiting my hut, yesterday and this morning, and the boy not com
prehending whether their object was good or harm, he was observed 
to look about him with mistrust, and to become evidently uneasy: 
yet he made no remarks to anyone. I had myself while lying in my 
bed, noticed him very busy in putting in order his arrows, of which 
he had only fifteen in his quiver, by warming the heads over the fire 
to soften the poisonous compound with which they were covered; 
and then rolling them cylindrically on a flat stone, to smoothen the 
poison and bind it firmer to the arrow: but at that time I had not the 
least suspicion that he was preparing to leave me, otherwise I would 
have quieted his fears. Knowing his own intention, he had provided 
for his return, by begging tobacco from everyone of the Hottentots, 
but had not ventured to take any provisions, as that circumstance 
would have betrayed his design j nor had he even a tinder box, an 
article almost indispensable for such a journey. Although uneasy 
at losing him, I was far less anxious on his account, than I was at 
Cold Station, where I expected he would die while in our hands. 
I had now a hope that he would find his way back in safety to his 
father, and that, by travelling in the night, he would escape deten
tion by the boors; yet the subject remained a source of some 
anxiety, lest the event should happen otherwise. 

A small tent was lent me by Mr. Kicherer, for the use of my 
men, and they pitched it on the open ground at the back of his 
garden. 

26th. The bustle and variety of business had yesterday com
pletely occupied my attention and given me temporary strength j but 
I was not so far recovered from my illness as I supposed. I relapsed 
into a state of great debility, and, in the course of the preceding 
night and during this day, became much worse than before.. The 
fever and hoarseness increased to a high degree, and I was unable 
to leave my bed. Nothing could be more truly hospitable and 
friendly than the attention paid me by Mr. and Mrs. Kicherer, in 
whose house I thus lay sick: the lady, whose knowledge of domestic 
medicines was considerable, prescribed for me all those remedies 
which had been found, or thought, serviceable in the late epide7nic; 
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but this complaint appeared to be of an intractable nature, and in 
spite of all which was done, seemed still to take its own course. One 
of its remarkable symptoms, was, an unusual heat at the throat, 
followed by a violent cough attended with expectoration. This, I 
was told, had universally been found to be the effect of the disorder. 

On the following day, I received a visit from Dr. Menzies and 
Lieutenant Schonfeldt, the commissary for troops at GraafFreynet. 
In most cases friendly visits to an invalid are beneficial, as they 
divert the thoughts, and thus often operate more successfully 
towards the recovery of health, than the most efficacious medicines. 
The polite attention which I experienced from Dr. Menzies during 
the three weeks of his stay at this 'Village, contributed much to 
render my detention here less irksome to me, than it otherwise 
would have been. There were no English residents at Graaffreynet, 
excepting a few dragoons for the purpose of conveying despatches; 
nor, during the whole time of my abode here, was it visited by any 
of my countrymen, excepting once by Colonel Arbuthnot, with 
whom I had the pleasure, at Lieutenant Schonfeldt's table, of con
versing in my own language; a gratification only to be appreciated 
by those who have long been deprived of it. 

28th. Thirty waggons with colonists and their families from various 
parts of the district, some from a distance of two or three days' journey, 
arrived and were outspanned on the plain which surrounds the church, 
and to which the Dumber of white tilts gave somewhat the appearance 
of a fair. These people came for the purpose of attending divine 
service and of receiving the sac'ra'lI7,ent j the following being one of 
the quarterly days appointed for that duty. On such occasions, 
it is said, thrice this number are usually seen j but the absence of 
many boors who were on militia duty in the Zuureveld, had greatly 
reduced it j and the clergyman, on inquiring why so few now at
tended, was told that many more communicants would have come, 
had they not been deterred by a report that a body of three hundred 
Hottentots were marching in a hostile manner to Graaffreynet. 

It is very difficult to account reasonably for the propensity which 
men, not only in this Colony, but in other countries better informed 
and more polished, have for propagating false reports. Their fears, 
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their credulity, or their folly, may obtain a perverse influence over 
their judgment j or their private views, or some secret motives, may 
seduce their feelings and respect for veracity, and lead them to re
peat and spread such reports j but those who first set on foot tales 
which they know to be untrue, are the very worst and most dan
gerous characters in society, and deserve the heaviest punishment, if 
any can be found heavier than the universal contempt which follows 
detection. In the present instance, the misrepresentation was, I 
believe, to be attributed only to ignorance and fear combined. 

Aprillst. GraafFreynet holds a regular communication with 
Cape Town, by means of a mail which sets out every first and second 
Wednesday in the month. This mail is conveyed on horseback from 
stage to stage, by Hottentots who are under the superintendance of 
farmers, or other persons, residing at certain distances along the road. 
It does not proceed directly to Cape Town, which, by the nearest 
way over the Karro and round by Tulbagh, may perhaps be about 
six hundred and fifty miles distant j but it is carried to Uitenhage, 
and thence forwarded to the Cape. By this day's post, I informed 
my friends at the latter place, of my arrival here, and of the present 
uncertain state of the question respecting the hiring of Hottentots. 

Having now sufficiently recovered my strength, I took a ramble 
along the river. The rains of the two last days, had rendered this 
stream impassable for any carriage, and as there is no practicable 
road towards the south, but through the stream, several of the 
waggons which arrived on the 28th, were detained two or three days, 
This, which is a serious inconvenience to the town, might be remedied 
by a ferry-boat similar to that which has been described when pass
ing the Berg river: or it might perhaps not be found impossible to 
form a road, for foot-passengers at least, along the mountains on the 
eastern side j by which the river might be avoided altogether. 

The village of Graojfreynet has its advantages, as well as its 
disadvantages j it is situated in the heart of a country productive 
in cattle and com, rapidly increasing in population and property, 
and surrounded by a fertile soil j it enjoys abundance of water, and, 
it is said, a healthy climate. Fruits and vegetables of all kinds grow 
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here in perfection. An experienced farmer, in this district, informed 
me that the produce from good com -land, is, in ordinary seasons, 
much greater than the same quantity of seed would have yielded in 
Europe.· The high mountains on either side of the town, add a 
grand feature, and great beauty, to the view j although they circum
scribe rather narrowly the fields of the environs. But for all the 
purposes of horticulture, there is more land than will in all proba
bility ever be required. These mountains are the haunts of tigers, or, 
as they are called in Europe, leopards j and abound in baboons of the 
same species which is common all over the Colony j but, as a coun
terbalance to this, serpents, it is said, are rarely seen in this 
vicinity. 

This village, with its adjoining gardens and fields, is nearly 
surrounded by the Sunday river, and sheltered on each side by 
lofty mountains decorated with perpetual and beautiful verdure, by 
the abundance of Spek-boom (Portulacaria Afra) which covers their 
rocky declivities. It consists of one broad principal street, of 
detached hOllses, adjoining to each of which is a garden well planted 
with fruit-trees and continually supplied with water. The church, a 

• The following abstract from the official returns, will be the more interest
ing, as it may be taken as an example of the rapidly improving state of the whole 
Colony. 

18I)t.. III the DlItrlatot ~ 181L Jncreue Total ID 1811. la7J8UW. 

764 Men - - - - - - - 1541 '177 I White Population 
575 Women - - - - - - 1154 579 6683 950 Boy. - - - 51001 1051 · .. - . - - - -
917' Girll - - - - - - - 1987 1070 

51397 Male Hottentots . - - 3057 660 
Hottentots 6366 ~ 51.5517 Female Hottentots - - - 3309 7851 

579 Male SlaVe! - - - - - 1186 607 Black Population ~336 

38~ Female Slavea - - - - 784 399 Slavea • 1970 

1766 D::£ht and Saddle Hones 35174 1508 Horses 9084 8149 B "ng Horsea - - - - 5810 51661 - - - . - - - - -
9903 D:tOxen - - - - 15,637 5734: Large Cattle '7D,384 36,042 B "g Cattle - - - - 54,747 18,705 - . · . . -

55,597 Goat! • . - - . - - 107,395 51,798 Small Cattle 1,401,135 836,634 Sbeep - 1,5193,740 757,106 - - · - - -- - - - - -
One circumstance in the above statement is remarkable;-while the numbers of the 

Dutch colonists and their slaves have more than doubled; the Hottentots have increased 
but little more than a fourth. A colonist's wife with twelve children, is not extraor
dinary; but a Hottentot woman with six, is considered more unusual. 
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large handsome building, on the ground plan of a cross, stands on a 
spacious plain at the northern end of the main street, of which it 
forms the terminating object; while the river, with its banks beauti
fully clothed with trees and shrubs, closes the southern end. The 
arostdy, though inferior to the residence of the landdrost at Tulbagh, 
is a respectable edifice. It stands near to the church, at the upper 
end of the street, and on the western side. A representation of 
this building and part of the street, is gi ven at page 139. The 
plain or green in which the church is situated, is bounded by a hill, 
from which the lofty Snow-mountains appear full in view. An 
opening between this hill and the mountains on the east, is the only 
approach to the village, from the north: from the south, there is 
no other entrance than through the river. The residence of the 
clergyman was, at this time, on the western side of the street, and 
towards the lower end; but a large and handsome edifice intended 
for the parsonage, was at this time being erected in another street. 
On the northern side of the principal street, several others intersecting 
at right angles, together with many detached dwellings, were rapidly 
rising in every quarter. 

At this time Graaffreynet could only be called a village; but, 
from the projected improvements, and the activity with which they 
were being carried on, the name of town, would soon become more 
appropriate. Seven years before this, the number of houses was 
between fifteen and twenty; but at this date there were seventy-four; 
of which, indeed, some were not yet completed j besides eight more 
already planned. I saw at this time, three smiths' -shops, a waggon
maker's, and severa] shops or houses at which a variety of European 
goods might be bought. There were also a town butcher and baker, 
and a pagter, (pakter) or retailer of wine and brandy j who are 
appointed by licence from the landdrost. Along the principal street 
a row of orange and lemon trees, at this time loaded with fruit, 
formed a decoration as novel to an English eye, as it was in itself 
beautiful by the clean glossy verdure of the foliage, and the bright 
contrast Qf the golden fruit. The general fruit-season was just 
past, but quinces were still hanging on the trees. All kinds of 
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vegetables were exceedingly cheap.. The price of meat was equally 
low j that of beef heing DO more than two stuivers a pound *, and of 
mutton, one schelling t for five pounds. But house-rent was even 
higher than at Cape Town. t In the immediate vicinity of Graa1f
reynet, but little timber can at present be found suitable for the 
purposes of building. All planks and the larger beams are fetched 
from a considerable distance south-eastward, where they are cut in 
the forests about Baviaans river, and on the Boschherg. § 

The banks of the river were thickly covered with willows and 
Acacias j many of which were clothed with a species of Clematis 
climbing upon their highest branches, while others were decorated 
with festoons of an elegant species of Periploca. the beautiful shining 
dark-green foliage of which, was interspersed with a profusion of 
fragrant white flowers: this plant often grew so luxuriantly that 
it quite concealed the tree upon which it entwined itsel£ The 
branches of these Acacias were sometimes ornamented with a hand
some Lorantkus, and two or three kinds of Missletoe. Another re
markable plant found on these banks, is a climbing sorrel, which 
often mounts by the aid of other shrubs, to the height of fifteen feet. II 

• One penny English currency, or, at this time, less than three farthings sterling. 
t Six pence English currency, or four pence sterling. 
:I: A further account of GraafFreynet and its natural history, belongs more properly 

to a later period of my journal j for which it is therefore reserved. 
§ In the forests on this mountain, I found, at a subsequent period of my travels, a 

beautiful flowering tree, remarkable, not only for rivalling our Lohumum in profusion 
of bunches of :fine yellow flowers, but as an instance of what I have formerly stated 
respecting the features of Cape Botany (Vol. I. p. 182.), as this tree bears a close re
semblance to one which is peculiar to Japan, Sophora Japonica. It sometimes attains 
the height of thirty feet, but produces flowers at a much smaller size, and even in the 
deepest shade of the foresl. It is the 

Soplwra sylvatica, B. Catal. Geogr. 8188. Arbor pulcherrima sub-trigintipedalis 
(srepe frutex) glabra. Ramuli virides. Folia pinnata sub-sexjuga cum impari. Foliola 
opposita ovalia, vel ohovata, apice rotundata. Racemi vilt foliis longiores multiflori. 
Flores flavi conferti longius pedunculati. Vexillum obcordatum subreflexum. j alm 
patentes. Legumen membranaceum compressum polyspermum (semina circiter 12) 
per suturam superiorem alatum, vel margine tenui auctum. 

II Rumez (.A.cetosa) scandens, B. Catal. Geogr. 2890. Radix tuberosa. Caules 
ramosi scandentes. Folia petiolata sagittata acuminata. Panicula terminalis divaricata 
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These mountains are the native soil of an extraordinary plant 
called Hottentot, Brood (Hottentot's Bread). * Its bulb stands 
entirely above ground, and grows to an enormous size, frequently 
three feet in height and diameter. It is closely studded with angular 
ligneous protuberances, which give it some resemblance to the shell 
of a tortoise. The inside is a fleshy substance which may be com
pared to a turnip, both in consistence and color. From the top 
of this bulb arise several annual stems, the branches of which have 
a disposition to twine round any shrub within reach. The Hottentots 
informed me, that, in former times, they ate this inner substance, 
which is considered not unwholesome, when cut in pieces and baked 
in the embers. It will easily be believed that this food may not 
be very unlike the yam of the East Indies, since the plant belongs, 
if not to the same, at'least to a very closely allied, genus t j as the 
membranaceous capsules, with which it was at this time covered, 
clearly proved. 

supradecomposita. Pedunculi filiformes. Valvulm nudm orbiculatm integerr.iJrue, basi 
cord atm. An R. sagittatus, Th. F1. Cap. i. p. 8 .. 8. ? 

At this place I met with a shrub which occurs in various parts of the country; it is 
not the only species of the genus Ehretia which I have found in Southern Africa. 

Ekretia Hottentotica, B. Catal. Geogr. 2117. Frutex sub-S-pedalis. Ramuli albidi. 
Folia petiolata obovata integerrima hEvia, margine scabro. Cymm pauciflorm extra
axillares. Flores purpurei. Lacinim corollie ovatm obtusm, marginibus vix conspicue 
tomentosis. Calyx profunde S-fidus, divisionibus acutis subtomentosis. Bacca globosa 
flava tetrapyrena. 

• A representation of this plant, in the proportion of one fifth of its natural size, is 
given at the end of the present chapter. 

t Testudinaria, Salisb. 
By the liberality of my friend, Mr. R. A. Salisbur!J, I am enabled to anticipate a por

tion of his long-expected work on a general arrangement of plants according to their 
natural affinities. In that work, which will soon be given to the public, the present genus 
stands, along with six others, in his sd section of the order DioscoridetZ, or among those 
having a membranaceous pericarp, aU the lobes of which are fertile. The name of 
Tesl:udinaria is peculiarly appropriate, and is meant to express the resemblance which the 
bulb, or tuber, has to a tortoise. The following generic character is copied from that work. 

"Testudinaria. Petala in cyathum coalita, dein reclinata, oblonga, interiora parum 
latiora. Fi1amenta 6, longiuscula in hoc ordine. Anthene oblong.e emarginulatre. 
Styli coaliti. Stigmata recurva, obtusa. Semina apice alata. --HerbIE in Promontorio 
Bonm Spei, 7-12-pedales. Radix in tuber grande areolatum supra terram emineus. 
Caulis supeme volubilis, teres, rigidus at quotannis periens. Folia altema, reniformia, in 

u2 
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5th. At this time I had nearly recovered from all the effects of 
my illness; but two of my men were now seized with the same dis
order, and in two days afterwards, the whole of them were lying sick 
in the tent. None appeared to suffer so severely as I had j in some, 
the symptoms were but slight, and more resembling a violent cold. 
It was now my tum to attend on them, for considering that it was I 
who had brought them from their homes, where they would have 
escaped this attack, I felt it more especially my duty to take care of 
them. 

At the end of ten days, all were well again; excepting Co1n.u, 
whose age was perhaps the only cause of his remaining indisposed a 
few days longer than the rest. This old man, after making many 
inquiries among the Hottentots of the country, was unable to gain 
any certain tidings of his daughter whom he expected to find at 
Graaffreynet, and on whose account he had taken this long and 
fatiguing journey.· All that he learnt was, that she was alive, and 
had, not long since, removed to another part of the Colony. With 
this intelligence he was obliged to remain satisfied; and now had no 
other wish left than to return to his friends in the Transgariepine. 

Hans Lucas was more fortunate in his journey, for he regained an 
ox, which he had lost two years before, and which he had relinquished 
all hope of ever seeing again. He accidentally discovered it among 
a herd of cattle belonging to the Drostdy. He immediately recog
nised and laid claim to it: and fortunately the circumstances were 
so clear, that it was delivered up to him without hesitation. Hans 
was at that time on a journey to Cape Town, and it was very well 
recollected by the Hottentots who then drove the landdrost's waggon, 

una Soldanellre. Flores dioici: masculi spicis !axis parum ramosis; fCEminei SPICIS 

hrevioribus; viridi-flavescentu1i. Pedicelli breves. Bractem solitarilE. Species 2. Tamus 
ElepAantipes, L'Her., aliaque nondum edits." 

The present plant., which has much smaller leaves than the species long known by 
the above name, may be distinguished as the 

Testudi1Ulria montana. B. Catal. geogr. 2912. Folia cordata, 6emicollapsa, latiorn 
quam longa, obsolete nervosa, Hubtus glauca. 

• See Vol. I. p. u+2. 
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that a strange ox, supposed to have belonged to the lOaarwater 
people, had mingled itself with their teams, and was brought along 
with them to GraafFreynet. 

7th. On the arrival of the post from Cape Town, many of the 
inhabitants of the village, and particularly the female part, most of 
,vhom had never been inoculated, were put under great alarm by an 
account of the Small-poz having made its appearance there: and in 
consequence of this, some intended journeys to the metropolis were 
postponed. 

Among the boors, the demand for Hottentot labor on their farms 
is everywhere so pressing, that all my search and inquiries for men, 
ended unsuccessfully. The landdrost declined acting in this business, 
without instructions from the commandant on the frontiers j and as 
no answer had yet been received from that quarter, every further 
arrangement was postponed. 

In the interim, having no means of preserving the objects of 
natural history which I might have procured here, I employed myself 
in collecting information on the affairs of this part of the Colony, and 
often amused myself in drawing. The absence of my flute, was now 
felt to be a greater loss than I had supposed j but I occasional1y sup
plied its place with an instrument which I little expected to meet with 
in this remote corner of Africa. In one of the cottages of the village I 
discovered an organ: and through Mr. Kicherer's introduction to the 
owner, obtained free access to it during my residence at this village. 
It was at the house of a worthy Hollander of the name of Bremmer. 
Here I often passed an hour or two j and many times would the 
sound beguile my thoughts to a land where I had heard it so much 
better played; and the recollection of distant scenes, or the memory 
of some delightful hour recalled by a few nott's to which my fingers 
accidentally ran, have afforded me in the honest Bremmer's cottage, 
a gratification which I would not have exchanged for all the pleasures 
of a grander mansion. \Vhenever they saw me at the door, some 
one of the family ran with a smile to let me in, and pleased at my 
coming, immediately went to open the organ and place a seat for me. 
The two daughters, the eldest of whom was not fifteen, sometimes 
very goodnaturedly took upon themselves the trouble of blowing the 
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