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CURRICULUM REFORM IN SOUTH AFRICA: A
CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF OUTCOMES-BASED
EDUCATION 1]

ABSTRACT Since South Africa’s first national democratic elections in 1994,
the Government of National Unity has issued several curriculum-related
reforms intended to democratise education and eliminate inequalities in the
post-apartheid education system. The most comprehensive of these reforms
has been labelled outcomes-based education (OBE), an approach to
education which underpins the new Curriculum 2005. While the anticipated
positive effects of the new curriculum have been widely heralded, there has
been little criticism of these proposals given the social and educational
context of South African schools. In this article the philosophical, political and
implementational dilemmas of OBE are systematically analysed and
assessed.

INTRODUCTION

Since South Africa’s first post-apartheid elections in April 1994, the Ministry of
Education has introduced three national curriculum reform initiatives focussed
on schools. The first attempt was to purge the apartheid curriculum (school
syllabuses) of 'racially offensive and outdated content’ (Jansen, 1997), while
the second introduced continuous assessment into schools (Lucen et al.,
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Jonathan Jansen, The Mail & Guardian Online is South Africa’s oldest quality news source on
the web and Africa’s first online newspaper, offering breaking ...
www.mg.co.za/person/jonathan-jansen - Cached - Similar
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The Open Scholarship programme is managed by the Open Scholarship Office in the
Merensky Library on the Hatfield Campus.

The following four sub-programmes are in operation:
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Archiving of the electronic theses and dissertations (UPeTD)
Archiving of the research papers (openUP)

e Collaboration with the Department of Research & Innovation
* Advice and facilitation of Open Access journal initiatives

* Open Access mandate was adopted in 2009 by UP Senate
http://www.library.up.ac.za/openup/mandates.htm

e

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
UHIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
FUMIBESITHI T FRETORIA



A nda
Access mandate polic

nr\n
UpE

To assist the University of Pretoria in providing open access
to scholarly articles and conference papers resulting from
research done at the University, and which are wholly or in
part supported by public funding, staff and students are
required to

— submit peer-reviewed postprints of their articles and published
conference papers to UPSpace the University’s Institutional

uAuAAA- ~

— (ive the Un|verS|ty permission to a) make the content freely available
and b) to take necessary steps to preserve files in perpetuity

WRINMCEGITCIT YAM PRITOREA
UHIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
FUMIBESITHI T FRETORIA



* Dedicated Open Scholarship Manager

e Copyright/archiving policies are checked on SHERPA
 Archiving rights are negotiated on behalf of authors

* Many of the DOE journals have given permission for archiving
» Database of rights has been developed & is maintained

e Collaboration with the Department of Research & Innovation
e Annual library finds : 134 in 2009 (73.82 units — unit equals R90 000)

* Full text of the articles are linked to the research report
— 56% in 2007, 62% in 2008, 62% in 2009
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Abstract: Many UniVerSitieS in SOUth Aﬂrca use altern African Journal of Research in SMT Education, Volume 12 Special Fdition 2008, pp. 1-18

placement. These tests focus on academic
disciplines other than mathematics. The imp)

preparedness of first-year students to align Assessment of preparedness of first-year chemistry students:

tailor-made istrument to assess preparednes development and application of an instrument for diagnostic
appropriate focus, depth and coverage for 3 and placement purposes

3 test instrument designed to assess and m

study was carried out with mainstream stud Marietjie Potgieter', Bette Davidowitz® and Elsie Venter?

analysed using the Rasch measurement mod

chemistry at the tertiary level. The use of t 'Department of Chemistry, University of Pretoria, South Africa

assumed pre-knowledge of students who h3 Department of Chemistry, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Inadequate pre-knowledge was most notice ‘Centre for Evaluation and Assessment, Universily of Pretoria, South Africa

shows promise as a placement tool within p E-mail: marietjie. potgicten@up.ac.za; bette.davidowitz@uct.ac.za, elsie.venter@up.ac.za.

with Grade 12 mathematics performance, th

URL: http://hdl.handle.net/2263/10179 Abstract
ISSN: 1028-8457 Many universities in South Africa use alternative admissions tests together with results of the
. . A . Grade 12 examinations for access or placement. These tests focus on academic literacy and
nghts' Southern African Association for Research i mathematical skills and do not provide information about proficiencies in disciplines other

Type: Article than mathematics. The implementation of a new curriculum for Grades 10-12 in South Africa
generates a need to monitor preparedness of first-year students to align first-year curricula as

Language: en

b closely as possible to the content of the new syllabi. The need for a tailor-made instrument to
Appears in Collections: openUP ; assess preparedness for chemistry at the tertiary level was prompted by the lack of suitable tests
Research Articles {Chemistry) & with the appropriate focus, depth and coverage for application in the South African context.

Files in This Item:
File Description  Size Format
Potgieter Assessment(2008).pdf Article 194.7 kB Adobe PDF View/Open
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* Uptake to self-archive by authors is very low
— “l do not have the time”
— “My papers are already available on our departmental website”
— “l'am worried about the publisher’s copyright regulations”
— “Archiving in a repository makes it easy to plagiarize”
— “l'don’t want to archive the post-print version of my research paper”
— “l'don’t save the post-print”
— “What is a post-print?”
— “l'don’t want to jeopardise my good standing with my publisher/editor”
— “This was the library’s bright idea — appoint staff to do it”
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Implementation of a mandate Is hard work
Authors need to be convinced of the benefits
e Dedication, commitment & resources

e UP follows a mediated approach

e BUT I firmly believe that

— Researchers benefit from Open Access as no library can afford to
subscribe to every scientific journal

— Once researchers reap the benefits they will start contributing actively
* Access to information is central to our profession — it's worth it!

WRINMCEGITCIT YAM PRITOREA
UHIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
FUMIBESITHI T FRETORIA



University of Pretoria ‘

Thank you!
Questions?

elsabe.olivier@up.ac.za

The presentation is licensed with Creative
Commons Attribution 3.0 License




—s
D)

20
D
D
D
O
D
N

!A

Armbruster, C 2010 ‘Implementing Open Access : policy
case studies’ (Working paper)

2. Cochrane, T & Callan, P 2007 ‘Making a difference:
Implementing the eprints mandate at QUT’, OCLC Systems
& Services: international digital library perspectives, vol. 23,
no. 3, pp. 262-268.

3. What librarians can do to promote Open Access

4, Irivwierri, JW 2009 ‘Research into open access science
publishing’, Library Hi Tech News, no. 3/4, pp. 16-18.

5. Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_access_mandat

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH



